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An example of relationship between 
the Imperial House (main family) and Miyake (branch families)

113th Emperor

Higashiyama

114th Emperor

Nakamikado

115th Emperor

Sakuramachi
116th Emperor

Momozono

118th Emperor

Go-Momozono
Princess Seriko

17th Fushimi-no-Miya

Prince Sadamochi
117th Empress

Go-Sakuramachi

1st Kan’in-no-Miya

Prince Naohito
2nd Kan’in-no-Miya

Prince Sukehito

3rd Kan’in-no-Miya

Prince Haruhito
4th Kan’in-no-Miya

Prince Tatsuhito
5th Kan’in-no-Miya

Prince Naruhito

119th Emperor

Kōkaku
120th Emperor

Ninkō
121st Emperor

Kōmei・Bold persons are successive emperors
・Italic persons are successive heads of each miyake
・Red persons are females                                                              [18-19c]

adopted



When was the beginning of the modern period?
• 1840s Tempō Reforms?
• 1853 Perry Expedition?
• 1867 Meiji Restoration?
• 1869 Designation of Tokyo as 

Capital?
• 1871 Abolition of the Han System?
• 1877 Satsuma Rebellion?
• 1881 Imperial Rescript of the Diet 

Establishment?

Shogunate officers and the US Navy
in Yokohama in 1854



Primary resource in kuzushi-ji

Motohiro kōki 『基煕公記』Genroku 5. 4. 23.

Unpublshed
・『桂宮日記』
・『伏見宮日記』
・『有栖川宮日記』
・『閑院宮日記抜抄』
・『竹園秘抄』
・『地下官人傳』
・『明治以後皇族實錄』
・SCAPIN Directives
Published （reprinted from kuzushi-ji）
・『皇室制度史料』
・『帝室制度史』
・『天皇皇族實錄』
・『四親王家實錄』
・『孝明天皇紀』
・『日本法制資料集』
・『國史大系』
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Dual Structure of the Japan’s Family Concept 

uji氏 (clans) = succession

• Clan name sei姓
• Male-line lineage (in the main family)
=dynastic continuity (in monarchs)
• Ancestral rituals

• Father-line lineage is must
• Abilities are not required

ie家 (households) = inheritance

• family name myōji苗字 (or yagō屋号)
• Family status (positions, court lank)
• Family jobs
• Properties (money, home, territory, etc)

• Male-line, female-line, bilateral descent, 
adoption, whatever

• Sometimes abilities are important



Pre-modern and Modern Imperial Systems
• <Ancient ~ Early Modern> Customary laws 
• 757 Yōrō Code 養老律令 繼嗣令
• 1615 Laws for the Imperial and Court Officials

禁中幷公家中諸法度 (禁中並公家諸法度)
• 1889/1947 Imperial House Law 皇室典範 (旧・新)
• 1890 Constitution of the Empire of Japan

大日本帝國憲法

• 1907 Imperial Families’ Act 皇室令
• 1907/1918 Imperial House Law Supplement 

                       皇室典範増補
• 1947 Constitution of Japan 日本国憲法
• 1947 Imperial House Economy Law 皇室経済法
• 2019 Law for Special Exception of the Imperial               

House Law concerning Abdication
天皇の退位等に関する皇室典範特例法

* 1947 Regulations at the Grand Shrines in Ise 神宮規則

※ Yōrō Code was living until 
establishment of Meiji 
Imperial House Law

Yōrō Code Imperial House Law



Current issue for the Imperial succession
Line of the Imperial Succession

1. H.I.H. Crown Prince Fumihito of Akishino 

皇嗣秋篠宮文仁親王殿下(1965-)

2. H.I.H. Prince Hisahito

悠仁親王殿下 (2006-)

3. H.I.H. Prince Masahito of Hitachi

常陸宮正仁親王殿下 (1935-)

Living Former Miyake

• Higashikuni-no-Miya 旧東久邇宮家

• Kuni-no-Miya 旧久邇宮家

• Kaya-no-Miya 旧賀陽家

• Asaka-no-Miya 旧朝香宮家

• Takeda-no-Miya 旧竹田宮家

• Fushimi-no-Miya 旧伏見宮家
16 Members of the Imperial Family

・Princes = 3 (3 shinnō 親王, 0 ō王)
・Princesses from the Imperial Family = 5 (2 naishinnō内親王, 3 joō 女王)
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Thank you for your attention

御清聴有難うございました。
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