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Nihonshoki B A& &40

[The Chronicles of Japan]
Edited in 720 (by Prince Toneri %‘A%ﬁi)

In classical Chinese
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Edited in 712 (by Yasumaro Ono

In classical Japanese
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Kojiki T B &0

[Records of Ancient Matters]
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Oldest extant books in Japan (myth)
RELERE)

Full-fledged history book with dd/mm/yyyy
— Mainly for foreign countries (e.g. Tang)

Literary flavour book with poems

— Mainly for Japan



Brief biography of Emperor Jinmu

1st Emperor Jinmu

Jinmu tenné K2
Kan Yamato Iwarebiko no Mikoto ## H AREEREE

BC 771 Born
BC 667 Started the Eastern Expedition

BC 666__ Prepared ships and food at Takashima
Palace & & = for three years

BC 663 Elder brothers were killed in battle.
Yatagarasu /\R3S was welcomed into the forces. _
Destroyed Yasotakeru /\ T 5B, Nagasunehiko <&
= and others.

BC 662 Conquered Tsuchi%umo T W%k and other
resistance forces. Began building the Kashihara

Palace B/R =.
BC 661 Married Empress Isuzu-hime 1+ a5.

BC 660 Enthroned as the first emperor at Kashihara
Palace.

BC 585 Death
Source: Nihon Shoki



Re—evaluation for Emperor Jinmu

Kashihara Grand Shrine
Unebi yama no ushitora no sumi no misasagi A% LLIER L B Kashihara .I'ng u E’EH IE.-I

Imperial Mausoleum of Emperor Jinmu



Was Emperor Jinmu

Sokichi Tsuda
EHEEAES .
(1873-1961)

a non—existent figure?

It was a myth containing unscientific
miracles and supernatural phenomena?

Kojiki and Nihonshoki are artificial
compilation by the ancient Imperial Court
rather than primary resources?

Unusually long life spans of several early
emperors?

* The early some Imperial mausoleums were

politically determined after the Meiji era and
have contradictory dates?

Only simple genealogical records survive (not
detailed éo%raéohies) from 2md Emperor
SEu’Lzei fRIg K £ to 9th Emperor Kaika F{EX

==

Emperor Jinmu's accession date of 1st
January (New Years Day) is clearly a fiction?

Emperor Jinmu's accession year 660 B.C. was
in the Jomon era, but his Eastern Expedition
period was clearly in the Yayoi culture?



Sexagesimal cycle (from China)
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Inariyama burial-mound sword proved the
existence of 21st Emperor Yuryaku FERRKE

Front

Reverse

<Front>

FEFXFELAP. &L, FTEER, L. ZEFLfE, H5., 20
HRE, AR . REEMFER, AR, A ZMERER &
R.&2SVDRERE. AR, B+ 5L,

(Inscribed in the seventh lunar month of the - Metal Pig

year: Wo waké omi: his remote ancestor's name, Opo

piko; his child's name, Takari tsukunie; his child's name, Teyo
kari wake; his child's name, Takapatsi wake; his child's name,
Tasaki wake; his child's name, Pandepi;)

<Reverse>

H5, ZMEWKR AR 2R FEER #42. B-—HITAR
TVEBEREVS EMEXIRKESF. *Tj': “ETR B, B,
AR, SUECHESR -, B EEERE .

(his child’s name, Katsapaya; his child’'s name, Wo

waké omi. From generation unto generation, we have served
as the sword—bearers’ chiefs, down to the present

time. When the great king Waka Takiru [Emperor Yuryaku]'s
court was in the SikT palace, I, assisting in the governance
of the realm, caused to be fashioned this well-wrought
efficacious sword, recording my origins in service.)




1

Jimmu

(B.C.660-B.C.585) (

Emperor —2

Emperor —3
Suizei
B. C. 581-B. C. 549)

Emperor —4

Annei
(B.C. 549-B.C. 511)

Emperor —5

Itoku
(B.C.510-B.C. 477)

Kosho

(B. C. 475-B. C. 393)

Emperor —6

Emperor —7

Koan
(B. C. 392-B. C. 291)

Emperor —8

Korei
(B.C. 290-B. C. 215)

Emperor —9

Kogen
(B.C. 214-B.C, 158)

ror — 10 Emperor
Sujin
(B.C.97-B.C.

l(allkc

(B. C. 158-B. C. 98)

o]

L1 Emperor -

12 Emperor Yamatotakeru — 14 Emperor — 15 Emperor — 16 Emperor 17 Emperor — Prince Iwasaka no 24 Emperor — 25 Emperor
Suinin Keiko no mikoto Chuai Ojin Nintoku Richu ichinobe no oshiha Ninken Buretsu
(B. C. 29-70) (71-130) (prince Yamatotakeru) (192-200) (270-310) (313-399) (400-405) (488-498) (498-506)
18 Emperor Hanzei
(406-410) 23 Emperor Kenzo
20 Emperor Anko (153.456) (485-487)
13 Emperor Seimu 19 Emperor{ s o
(131-190) Ingyo 21 Emperor Yuryaku - 22 Emperor Seinei
(412-453) (456-479) (480-484)
— Prince —Prince  — Prince — Prince — 26 Emperor Keitai
Wakanukefutamata Ohohodo Ohi Hikoushi (507-531)
—27 Emperor 30 Emperor — Prince Oshisaka no 34 Emperor Jomei (529.611) — 41 Empress Jito (690607
Ankan Bidatsu hikohito no oe
(531-535) (572-585) |
. 38 Emperor + || —39 Emperor Kobun (71-672)
—28 Emperor 31 Emperor Yomei | e Tenji
Senka (585-587) . E “’"‘-"?4”]1 (663-671)
(ool Pyt 35 Empress Kogyoky — || — 43 Empress Gemmei (707-715)
Chinu 37 Empress Saimei

—29 Emperor —
mmei

(539-571)

— 33 Empress Suiko (655-661)

(592-628)

36 Emperor Kotoku
— 32 Emperor Sushun (645-654)

(587-592)

— 40 Emperor Temmu

= || =Prince - 49 Emperor Konin —
Shiki 44 Empress Gensho (770-781)
(715-724)
42 Emperor — 45 Emperor
— Prince Mommu homu
(697-707) (724-749)
Kusakabe

L 46 Empress Koken (719.758)
[ 48 Empress Shotoku (764-770) ]

(673-686)

—|- Prince Toneri

— 47 Emperor Junnin (758-764)

* Jomon Period: About 14,000 BC~ 3-5 century BC (sedentary hunter-gatherer society)

* Yayoi Period: About 3-5 century BC~mid 3 century AD (rice farming)

» Kofun Period: About mid 3 century~7 century (kofun 218 building prolifically)
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* John S. Brownlee (1997). Japanese Historians and the National Myths, 1600-1945: The Age
of the Gods and Emperor Jinmu. Vancouver and Tokyo: University of British Columbia Press,
University of Tokyo Press.

* Shichiro Murayama, Roy Andrew Miller (1979) 'The Inariyama Tumulus Sword Inscription’.
Journal of Japanese Studies 5 (2). pp 405-438

* Michael P. Speidel, Tomoko Fukushima (2010). Dawn of Japan: Emperor Jinmu with Jos
Gods and Warriors on Third-century Bronze Mirrors. Wisebaden: Reichert Verlag.
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Thank you for your attention!
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