
Gender, Media, and Succession 
Debates in the Japanese 

Imperial Family

Hirohito TSUJI (辻󠄀博仁)
Postgraduate Researcher, University of East Anglia

h.tsuji@uea.ac.uk

UEA PGR Conference 2024: Humanities on the Frontlines of Institutions                                       07/06/2024
At Earlham Hall Library, University of East Anglia

mailto:h.tsuji@uea.ac.uk


Current issue for the Imperial succession
Line of the Imperial Succession

1. H.I.H. Crown Prince Fumihito of Akishino

皇嗣秋篠宮文仁親王殿下(1965-)

2. H.I.H. Prince Hisahito

悠仁親王殿下 (2006-)

3. H.I.H. Prince Masahito of Hitachi

常陸宮正仁親王殿下 (1935-)

Living Former Imperial Branch Houses

• Higashikuni-no-Miya 旧東久邇宮家

• Kuni-no-Miya 旧久邇宮家

• Kaya-no-Miya 旧賀陽家

• Asaka-no-Miya 旧朝香宮家

• Takeda-no-Miya 旧竹田宮家

• Fushimi-no-Miya 旧伏見宮家
17 Members of the Imperial Family

・Princes = 3 (3 shinnō 親王, 0 ō王)
・Princesses from the Imperial Family = 5 (2 naishinnō内親王, 3 joō 女王)



Scandals of former Princess Mako's partner

• Overdrafted a debt of 4 million?
• Called himself ‘the Princess's 

fiancée’ and cheated her out of 
scholarship money before they were 
engaged? 

• His mother defrauded government of 
her pension?

• Harassed and expelled a classmate 
when he was a student? 

• Falsified his working experience on his 
CV?
※Although some factual errors should 
be included, the lack of sufficient 
explanation led to doubts

He continued to ignore a reporter 
throughout with his hands in his pockets...



Internet slangs in Japanese
• Netto-uyoku ネット右翼 [Internet rightists. They criticise liberals with their 

radical right-wing language and behaviour, but not necessarily their logic]
• Payoku パヨク [Idiot leftists. Synonym for Netto-uyoku]
• Enjō 炎上 [Blowing up. flaming which is a phenomenon that critical 

comments are flooded to social media about what a person has said or done]
• Tokuteihan 特定班 [Accounts whose aim is to spread the material of flaming]
• Jitaku keibiin 自宅警備員[Security guards for their own home. Also known as 

Hikikomori引き篭もり]
• Akishin アキシン [Prince Akishino cultists. A pejorative term for those who 

admire His Imperial Highness the Crown Prince (Fumihito)]
• Samāzu サマーズ ['Masako-samas'. A pejorative term for those who 

admire Her Imperial Majesty the Crown Prince (Fumihito)]
• Dankei karuto 男系カルト [Patrilineal cult. A pejorative term for those who 

respect the  patrilineal succession to the Chrysanthemum Throne]



Fake information and insults on X in Japanese
• "Prefectural Foundation" (not real)
• Photo of an actor (not his account) 
• "This is fake information!" (it is a 

well-known fact and footage and 
primary resources also remain)

• # Hirohito Tsuji is a great liar

• It is highly likely that the same user is 
operating multiple accounts

※Part of the image has been doctored 
for personal data protection

An Example of a slander my X



Imperial Household Agency has begun social media

• Comment and DM functions 
disabled 

• No royals appear except Their 
Imperial Majesties the Emperor 
(Naruhito) and Empress (Masako) 
and their daughter, Her Imperial 
Highness Princess Aiko

• The only mutual followers at the 
moment are the Royal Family in
Netherlands

Official Instagram of the Imperial Household Agenvy



Commonwealth Royal Family's PR strategy

YouTube
X

Facebook

Instagram



For the future of the Imperial Family...

• Effective and appropriate PR 
→measures against fake 
information, slander and insults

• Too accessible to society does 
not fit in the Imperial Family
→ Japanese royals 
are completely different from 
entertainers

• Academic and productive 
discussions about the Imperial 
succession
→ not just abusive!Imperial Family of Japan in January 2024
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Thank you for your attention

ご清聴ありがとうございました
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