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Abstract (English)

This thesis examines thsamblea de Vecinos Autoconvocados por el No a la (Assediiysquel
ofSefConvened Neighbours against Mining)a n Esq
socieenvironmental movement against mining in the province of Chubut in Argentinian
Patagonia. The movemantEsquel emerged in November 2002 in response to the imminent
commencement of the gold mining project know@as6n Esqueand by early 2008d

succeedeith stopping the project. However, as the pressure to install mining in the province has
continued and expanded since, the movement haseemetive for 20 years now.

Based on a feminist qualitative methodology that combis#é and remote research methods

due to COVID19 andh theoretical framework that brings together an anthropological perspective

on citizenship and a feminist political ecology lens, this thesis examines the movement as a process
of communitymakingd what is motivating and sustaining it over such a loiogl,p@s well as

how it is impacting the way people practice citizenship. It argues that four practices (or everyday
actions) of the movemeneacentral to this question: mobilising politicalre@adseighbours),
onformingiabout mining, appealing to dignity, and rethinking koatare relation8ybuilding

place, knowledge, wellbeing, and nature as 8liaa¢ds, as commodthese practicdsave set

i n motion various processes of d6commoni ngod.
community in Esquel, they are also shaping it as one that is horizontal, epistersigttieself

oppositional to the state, and structured around care.

The thesis also examines how commoning is embedded in the relation between people and the
state, as well as in local power relations s¥daamiound social differences. It argbhasthe

processes of commoning at play contest the ways in which the state and private sector have tried
to install mining in the province, reshaping the subjectivity, agency and rights agslociated
citizenship. Yet, as multiple tensions underlie these processes, they have simultaneously

reproduced exclusions along axes d@dlsdifference within the emerging community.

In putting forward these arguments, this thesis contributes to our understanding of the ways in
which socieenvironmental movements can be productive sm¢sonly of citizenship
transformationbut also of commoning. It devel@heoretical link between commoning and

citizenshi a relation which is undireorised in existing literatdras well as furthelevelops



the theoretical links between commoning and comrmuakiyng By approaching this analysis
through a concern with powgvis-avis the state and within Esqédhe thesis also contributes

to literature on commoning and power. It shows how successfully contesting extractivism over
time may require changes inway people relate to the state, and thus shows how citizenship
transformation can be crucial for environmental justice. It also shows how attentiveness to power
relations shaping the process afrmning is crucial in order tyeatejustcommoning

communities.

On an empirical l evel, the thesis contribut
providing an analysis of the movenfemh 2003through the end of 2021t is also the only

study to draw on the understandings and experiences of its members, and thereby provides a more
complex understanding of the movelmdomgsd,s 1| nt e
this thesis also contributes to literature on wwsimonmental movements in Argentina, by
illuminating the challenges of coalgibetween indigenous andnwtigenous peoples.



Abstract (Danish)

Denne afhandling undersgger Asamblea de Vecinos Autoconvocados por el No a la Mina de
Esquel (forsamling af selvindkaldte naboer mod minedrift i Esquel, ogsa kendt som Esquels No a
la Minad nej til minen), en socialiljgbeveegelse mod minedrift i provinsen Chubut i det
argentinske Patagonien. Bevaegelsen i bsguébrmet november 2002 som reaktion pa den
forestdende pabegyndelse af guldmineprojektet kendt som Cordar Bsquetielsen af 2003
lykkedes det at stoppe projektet, men da presset pa atmohakliéft iprovinserforsat vokser,

har bevaegelsen veeret akziy ar.

Baseret pa en feministisk kvalitativn metodologi, der kombineredite omg
fiernforskningsmetodefpa grund af COVIEL9) med en teoretisk ramme, der samler et
antropologisk @rspektiv pa medborgerskabfeministisk politisk gkolgdindersgger denne
afhandling beveaegelsen som en procdskabamfundsudviklingd hvad er motiverer og
opretholde beveegelseover en sa langeriode, samhvordan det pavirker den maéak
praktiserer medborgerskab pé&fhandlingen argumenter fomt fire praksisser (eller
hverdagshandlinger) i bevaegelsen er centrale i dette spgrgsaidbsatnaboer) mobilisere
politisk ‘informere om minedrift, appellardil veerdighed og gentaankelationer mellem
menneske og natur. Ved at skabe fstdlés, viden, velveere og naflaltsa som faellesrunmar
disse praksiss sat gangfi or skel |l i ge pr oddadd shd rl e a k asteg ® Mmenlo $
processer understgtter skabelsen af et feellesskadl | &sspm er formbbrisontalt, epistemisk

selvforsynende, oppositionelt til staten og struktureret omkring omsorg.

Afhandlingerundersgager ogsa, hvordammmoninger indlejret i relationen mellem mennesker

og stat, samt i lokale magtforhold organiseret omkring sociale forskeltgubwemterer foat

de G6commoningd pr oc edesndder, Wapa staen ogpden psvate sektor u d f
har forsggt antroduceraninedrift i provinserhvilket eendresubjektiviteten, handlefriheden og
rettighederne forbundet med statsborgerskadbertid, deflere spsendinger ligger til grund for

disse processer rite amtidig reproduceret eksklusidaegs akser af soeifdrskelei det nye

samfund.

Ved at fremseette disse argumenter bidrager denne afhandling til vaetsefafsde mader,

hvorpa sociale milp@veegelser kan vaere produktive steder, ikke kun for transformation af



medborgerskab, men ogsa fbrc o mmo Dénnughdkler en teoretisk kobling mellem

0 ¢ 0 mmoog iinedlgperskaben relation, der er underteoretiseret i eksisterende litberatur

samt videreudvikler de teoretiske koblinger mellem commonakglesgmfundsudviklinged

at inddrage magt som begdatver for stateng inden for Esqué bidrager afhandlingegsa

til litteratur om commoning og magt. Derser, hvadan succesfuld organisering mod
ekstraktivisme over tid kan krasdringer i den made, mennesker forholder sig til staten pd, og
viser saledes, hvordan transformation af medborgerskab kan veere afggrende for miljgmaessig
retfeerdighed. Det viser ogsd, hvordan opmaerksomhe@ mégtrelationer, der former

0 ¢ o mmarocessgnperafgecer f or at skabe felesskider di ge 06 co

Pa et empirisk niveau bidrager afhandlingen til eksisterende litteratur om Esquel No a la Mina ved
at analyse beveegelsen fra 2003 til udgangen af 2021. Bet eneste studie, der traekker pa
medlemmernes forstdelser og erfaringer, og giver derved en mere kompleks forstaelse af
beveegelsens indre dynamik end tidligere studier. Derved kidragemfhandling ogsa til
litteratur om sociale mihgveegelser i Argentina, ved at belyse udfordringerne ved koalitioner
mellem oprindelige og ik&prindelige folk

1C



Introduction

In 2020, | travelled to the Argentinian province of Chubut to meet, participate in, and understand
Ar gent i nadgosieenvimmmantaid mokemeagainst miningThe Asamblea de Vecinos
Autoconvocados por el No a la Mina(@esg&snbdl of Se@onvened Neighbours against Mining

in Esquelemerged in November 2002, in the town of Esquel, to llagkeapit gold mining

project known a€ordn Esquélecause of its negative environmental and social.ifgage in
Esquelsucceedenh blocking the projediy early2003 buttheydid notceaseTheinterests of

the Argentiniarstate and mining companieseexpanégdf r o m E s qtasdvierflead, gnd | d
uranium depositelsewhere in the provincgs a resultthe pushhas beeran ongoing and
relentlesene No mining project has commendgedChubut however, in the last twenty years.
Since that summer of 200&cin@seighbours) of Esqueke the streets dime 4" of every month

0 without faild to express their rejection of mining as a development pathway for the town and

province.

At the outset of my researsfay inEsquel | was i ntr i g lomHermsuccedssshe mo
how has it managed to prevent the installation of mining in the province for over two tecades?
found thatmy own experience of being in Esquel and participating in the moftemdmnth |

will refer from now on & s q uN® k la Blinajvas entral to my answer to this question

Since my very first few days in Esquald drawin by the sense of community that | perceived
within and around the movemedntthe street protestswas part gfl sawacommunitycoming

into being. Bople of all aged teenagers, memdwomen (some with small children or baby
strollers), older adults and resré and both norindigenous and Mapuehehuelche people
cametogether for a few hourdtt h e t o wn 8 sevemyanigneeedagdihiagedeas they
immersedhemselvem lively conversatnswhile waiting for the protest to bedia dynamic

that wagepeated at the end of the pratéstisowitnessed community at thenov e ment & s
information stand k n o wn localgd) t, h dno@eafEe du el 6 s smrdinwhiechv e nu e
| spend many hoursver the first few months of 202h the stand, which is used thg
movement to distribute information and fundraise, two or three meyatienedt a time for a

few hours every day, sharinga®r atererédepending on the seasandwerejoinedfor little

bits by otherecinos

11



Equally significartb the sense of community | percemes the care thatéceivedas a young
womanfrom vecinasthe movement (especially oldmina8efore events, or shifts at thealito

| was often offered a car lift from or back to the house wherestayagyduring events people
shared food and drink with me, and knowing that | would be in Esquel for a few months two
vecingsepared me with a thicker jacket and a ddawénd s ¢ o miWhenlihe GAVED.

19 pandemic was declaradd while | was in lockdown in Argentina, members reached out
constantly asking how | wasid when | had to leave Esquel in May 2020, amidst the lockdown,
it was leaving this sense of community what proved particularly difficidft me for many

months a sense of lcwsd nostalgia

Alongside my interestinteenseof o mmuni ty | percei vdwdasalso Esqu
intrigued by the contrasting stories | heard from members of the movemeitis abcersity

and internal politics. Existing literature describes and affirms the movement as one where people
across gender, class, and especially ethnicity, have come together, where people naturally
converged and seamlessly coopésate for example Marin, 2009; Musacchio, 2013; Svampa,
2008, 2017; Walter, 2008; Walter & Mariiez, 2010; Walter & Wagner, 2021; Weinstock,

2006) Yet | frequently heard abbcontentious issues within the movement, especially from, and

in relation to, the participation of indigenous Mapilieheelche peopll fact, my very first

interview with a member of the movement brought this to my attention. As we sat down in a
coffee shop that overlooked the road connecting Eaqaghbouring towand| began to

explain my interest in understanding the movement from a feminishéaras quick to point

out that gender was not the only axis of difference worth paying atteatdth&d indigeneity

was eacrucial site of contentionbkecame interesteals a resulirp understanding the process of
communitymaking at play in light of how social difference shapes power relations among people
in Esquel. In my view, rather than glossing over these tensions, it is crucial to attend to them. Not
onlydoesdoingsorendeh e movement 6 s s uc coslmanglaw polititah e mo r
convergence and alliance is not natural nor easy, but rather the result of challenginga@usl conti

work d but it also underscores how important it is for sewsioronmental movements to be

critical of their own dynamics in order to avoid reproducing injustice.

In this thesis, | unpack what | came to understand as the processgthdrimaking of the
community | witnessed and experienced, its characteristics and challenges, and its role in the
mo v e me n t drke agumerttpetfosnard is thatour practices of the movement are each

driving aprocess oftommonin@d that is,a procesf creating new arrangementssbéred



access, use, and/or responsibility ardaotd tangible and intangiblee s our ces or 0 cC ¢«
(GibsonGraham, 2006)These processes of commorang drivingin turn,the making of a
community andeshapingcitizenshipin Esqueld that is,the terms and conditions of the
relationship between people and Alngentinian stateThese have been processes, however,
fraught with internal tensigrnas the practices of the movemant processes at plase

embedded ifocalrelations of poweghaped by dynamio$ social difference.

Symbolic of thearious dimensions of my analisithehistory ofthe banner with which the

movement marches.

Figure 1. The banner of Esquel ds No a

SourceRetrieved r om t he movement ds F ag. erbtesbebrugoy2@® ( Noal ami |

Until 2021, members of the movement marched with-aétrelongbanner that alludes to the
Argentinian flag, replacimg centralemblemwi t h t he words ONO A LA
MINING) inscribed in bold black capital letters (see FigurEhé choice of banner was
influenced by the historicptotestsof December 2001As the protestexpressed popular
discontent withthe ongoing economic crisis at the tiamal the role of the government therein,

the use of the Argentinian flag was inspired by, arebse@, a burgeoning citizenry with a desire

to reclaimback and rebuild a country that was perceived as institutionally ieiywedwords

of Ramos & Delrio,td r e f ound t hWhileother sSo@ahniovemerttsatvalsaused

the Argentiniarflagin their bannerd such adovimiento Nacional de Empresas R@diNieRRadas

and theMovimiento Nacional de Fabricas Retuweeeadat necessarily motivated by the same

citizenly sentiment present in the 2001 protestsq u e | 6 s Mas asthid treesisMvlln a

(S



show! As such, the use of this bansgmbolisetiow the movemertias beemembedded in
dialogue with the state, as well as speaks of the way it idscbought to build unigynong

members from very different backgrotinds

Thechange of their banner in 2024l$® symbolic of my analysithe processes of commoning

at playand the power tensions within the movement. In 2016, Mapuche Tehuelche members
guestioned tubeeofthmdaby bieenhdovehite bann€hey expressed their
discomfortmarching behind a banner that featured the symbol of astateihat sought to
eradicatpueblos originéindggenous nations) throughdatterritory(discussed in more detail in
Chapter 4and that hamarginalisethem sice They proposed that the movement nmeadbo

with the Mapuch&ehuelche and Wiphala #ée flag thatepresets indigenous peoples across

Latin America) saofficialbanners. The debate on this proposal was heated, according to all
members to whom | spoke, and though it was ultimately accepted by the movertierd, it

proved unsatisfactory to members on both sidé® issue. Some members who had opposed

the incorporation of the additional flags left the movement as a result, while indiger@us m

felt that even though this agreement was in place, the Argentinian flag retained pride of place,
always displayed at the front of megehith the other two flags positioned behind it and in some
cases not present at*dlhe topic was brought up for discussion again and in March 2021 the
movement decided to launch a call to local artists for defsagmsw banner. It was also agreed

that alongside this new banner, any flag could be present at movement events, but not in an official
capacityThatsame yedhe movement began to march waithanner shangthe same words in

bold capital |l etters but now ditsnsoentainshferests,o v e r

river, penguins, and whales (see Figure 2).

The history of t he mo v etmeevaribuBetemebta mynaggumentt hu s ,

examines and brings togette:relationship of struggle betweecinasd the Argentinian state

11 n t he s enovenmentk ferrcampany/industrgcuperation by workertheir allusiorto, or use of the

Argentinian flag, rather thepeaking about a citizenly sentineergclaim the statepeaks of a desirergxlaim the
workplaceto change the configuratiofh socieeconomigoower relationsiiand through production and to build
autonomous spacesdependent dhe capitalist market and (to some degree) the state (SitriraiidBio, 2003;

Pizzi & Brunet Icart, 2014 heasambleas bariladd£merged in 2002 in Buenos Aires and other major cities of the
country used the Argentinian flag too. As expected, given they were closely linked to the 2001 protests, their use of
the flag shared in the 2001 desire to rescue and rebuild the matiewerts | show in this thesis, differently to
Esquel 8ds N oasanbldasbarkdieadao, do thibyduildingautonomous alternatigpaceso the state
0resembling in this regard the workers® movement for
2 Di-Filippo (2018) makes a similar argument about the meaning ofrduafidigginity and diversityin hiscase,

in the Frente Popular Dario Santillan Rosario, a leftist political movement.

3 The exception wameprotest in 2020@pr which it was agreéuh response to members raising this pthiat)the

indigenous flagiouldbe at the front of the march for one occasion

14



the processes of commoning that have emerged as the result of that strugglatemalthe
tensions deriving from social differences within Esquel, largely between indigenous and non

indigenous members

Figure 2. The movementd®s new bann

SourceRetrieved r om t he movement 6s Fac PBrbotestBugust262d.e ( Noal a mi

To develop this analysisradfrom onsite fieldwork conducted in 2Q2@errupted by COVID

19), as well as remote research methods conducted-20202@ee Chapter 3). While | did not

interact in person with the movemfamtas long as | had originally planned, | was ap&noé

through my stay in Esquel in 2020 and my accompaniment of the movement for the following
year and a half while conducting remote reséaxcdolid snapshot of the movemant the
opportunity of becoming interested in the processes resulting in andfhos, while COVID

19 limited my project in some respects (see Chapter 3), it also proved to be an advantage, as it led
me to reflect on the causes and impacts of the snapshot | got to witness (in person and at a
distance) for a duration of two years.

To develop the@rgument thait present in this thesis, | also dfaown a theoretical framework

that brings together feminist political ecology and an anthropological perspective on citizenship
The argument | lay oigtrooted inanunderstandingf how the everyday discourses and actions

of the movemend what | call its practicéshave come to support processf commoning and
communitymaking, and how this has reshaped, in turn, the way people practice citizenship.
Simultaneously, it is also rootedttentiveness to difference and power, and thus a catbern
howthese practices are embedu®dnlyin relations of powetis-aVis the state and the private

sector, but alsin thosewithin the movement, shaped by its dynamics of social difference.



Four questions, then, have underpirmgdnalysis:

1.
2.

How have the movementds practices created
How have these processes of commoning supported and shaped the making of a
community?

How does the making of this community impact upon the way people practice

citizenship?

How is commoning and communityaking embedded in power relations outside and

within the movement?

In addressing these questions, | identify four practices of the movement relevant to its modes of

commoning:

1.

Mobilising as ve¢irghboursparticipating in the movement under the political identity

of neighbour and the specific meanings given to this.

dnformi@@bout miningcquiring and sharing information about the risks and harms of
open pit mining.

Appealingtodignityf r ami ng t he movementds actions a
through a narrative of dignity.

Rethinking hurmature relatiorsimagining different ways of relating to, and valuing,

nature.

Each of these four practices has motivated a process of commoning, of. place, knowledge,

wellbeing, and nature, respectilhking and managing commons motiyatéarn the making

of a community, as building something as shared requires creating and nurturing social relations

between those who will access/use/care for the commons in q{estierici, 2012a; Gibson
Graham, Cameron, & Healy, 2016; Mies, 2014a; Sato Al&otm 2019; Velicu & Gareia

Lopez, 2018As such, by setting in motiprocesesof commoning, these four practices have

supported the making of a community in Esquel. iShéscommunitythat is horizontal,

epistemically sedtifficient, oppositional to the state, and structured aroundstavidl show in

thisthesis

Thesgrocesses of commoning galvanised by Bstioeh la Mina and thesulting community

have, in turnimpacted citizenshgs belonging, membership, and agency. In other words, the

processes at play amr@nsforming the way members of the movement relate to the Argentinian
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state by reshaping the political subjectivity, rights and duties, and political agency associated to

citizenship.

There is an important caveat, howerile hese processes have successfully and against all
odds contested the ways in which the state and private sector have sought to install mining in the
region, they have nonetheless been beset by internal tensions deriving from social differences

within Esquellargely between indigenous andindigenous members.

Bringing togethean analysis @ ¢ o m m candcitrzen$€hip transformation may appear unusual,

or even contradictory, at first sight. As much of the literature has focused on processes of
commoning that emerge as a consequence of deliberatéceffiaiite a commonahere these

are concentrated in the ©0cr aclksddvhichbrededredway ,
towardsthe creation of autonomous spaces, the relationship with the state has been understood
at best irrelevant and at worse corttadi to commoningsee for exampleinebaugh, 2008;

De Angelis, 2010, 20130olloway 2002, 201Caffentzis& Federici 2013,2014 Bollier &

Helfrich, 2013. Commoning, however, does not occur in a political vaéwem when it aims

to create autonomous spaces, it necessarily changes the way people relatéio thatstase

through disengagement. This understanding of comnamdngtizenshjpmoreover, does not
account for: 1. when commoning results not from deliberate efforts but from everyday practices;
nor 2. for when commoning does not emerge in the cracks of the state, but in sites of contention
with the statand thus in direct opposition toThis is the case of the struggle at play in Esquel.
While the movement does not explicitly seekdate any formsf 6 ¢ 0 m mproceasges of
commoning have been brought about thraughlationship of opposition to the state (more
specifically, througbur of the movemedt gractices Moreoveras these are processes that are
emerging inhef ace of, and in response to, tdne stat
effect of ¢ ommatonshigto tberstatp is all thé reodesevident and a logical site

of inquiry.

In putting forward these arguments, this thesis contribuéesstimg literature ate ways in
which socieenvironmental movements can be productive sibésonly of citizenship
transformatior{Merlinsky & Latta, 201 %ut also of commonin@.his argumertontributesin
turn, to the development of a theoretical link between commoning and citidesmshiption
which is undetheorised in existing literatdioe the reasons already discussed (see Chapter 2

more details The thesis also further develops an understanding of both commoning and



communitymaking themselves, each with their own logic and histortheandoes on to
strengthen an understanding of the link between th@thvad is, of why commoning produces
communityd and how the specificities of the processes of commoning shape the content and
organisation of the emerging community. Lastly, by approaching yBis gmalugh a concern

with power, the thesis contributeditierature ormow processes obmmoning are embedded in

power relation® visavis the state andithin the commoninggommunity This shows how
successfully contesting extractivism over time may require changes in the way people relate to the
state, and thus shows how citizenship transformation can be crucial for environmental justice. It
also shows how it is crucial to pay atiartb power relations shaping the process of commoning

in order tocreatgustcommoningcommunities.

On an empirical levalespite the challenges of COVIB, the thesislluminatedhow a socio
environmental movement is functioning as a site of commoning and what the resulting
commoningcommunity looks liké an idea that has thus far been posited in the scholarly
literature in theoretical terms omtyso doingas | discuss later in this introductibre, thesis

also contributes in original ways to the existing empirical literafuse @ruN® b la Blina. My

study draws on the wunderstandi ngdadanensionex per i
of the movement that existing literatuasnot explored as well aprovides an analysis of the
movement thatonsidergshe movement beyond its initial yedise result is a more complex
understanding of t he ,amwaenare contédnporary rstiitgy is a | dy
otherwisevailable.

This thesis also contributes to literature on ®msivonmentamovements in Argentirend

social movements in Latin America more broadly. To the first, it contoypwedacing and
examining the tensiotiwt may exist in, and thus that must be attended to and addressed
by, movements and/or coalitioims/olving bothindigenous and neindigenous people. This
adds nuance to existing literature on the positive impact eésacanmental movements on
indigenous recognition in Argentina (see for eedkiyalrez, 2019; Galafassi, 2018
discussions of commons are associated to discussions on autonomy,dbetthegedo the

second body of literae by echoing the argument put forward by Yashar (2005) othbow
politics of autonomy associated with some Latin American movesimmasthe 1960s
(particularly urban and indigenous movemeoé&s) nohecessarilgim to transcend the stade

an argument developed by various authors such as Zibechi (2012), Sifram@Di®rstein
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(2010, 2018)Thus an anal ysi s odontribgeg to kdrafuse thitehdvesy | a Mi |
a movement de¥detprmihatiotudd notshave ttbe directed abuildng autonomous
spacesndependerftom stategovernangeédut carbeexpressdinsteadvithinp e op |l eds r el &
to the statd s e e N g 6 vwdénrthis,caséhfyfia)desire and demandttansformthe

social contract between peophal the stateito one that allows people to define and pursue

socieenvironmentalvellbeing

The remaining sections of this introductory chapter lay the foundation of this project by discussing
a brief accountf extractivism anditizenship in Argentina, as this is the context in which the
movement is embedded and to witicksponds. The following section then discusses the history

of the movement, and the final section contains chapter summaries that demonstrate how the

argument of the thesis is developed.

Extractivism and dtizenship in Argentina

The extraction afiatural resources has pervaded the history of Latin America (Bebbington, 2009).
The economic model that accompanied the project of colonialism (see Galeano, 1973) revolving
around the extraction of gold, silver, tin, nitrates, petroleum, cacao, rubbeffean@mong

other resources) has persisted since then, albeit in a different form. Extraction was reformulated
and incorporated into Latin American national projects following their independencein the 19
century and continuing through their industetion in the 20century (Bebbington, 2009;
Carruthers, 2008; Chasteen, 2011).

However, it is particularly since the 1990s that Latin America has increasingly functioned in the
global economy as an exporter of natural resources, irrespective of the ideology of national political
regimes(Arsel, Hogenboom, & Pellegrini, 2016; Gudynas, 2009b; Svampal @GlZact
foreign direct investment into the region in the 1990s, governments increasingly chose to pursue
resource extraction as a development sti@sgzpcifically oil extraction, opgih mining, shale

gas extraction, and intlus i a | agriculture. A 6Commodities

4 Zibechi (2012) arguestbursual of autonomy asrandof social movementsan be traced back to Chile and the

1960s, when a land occupation movement eventually krncawietorid after the settlement of the same ndme

occupied statewned property to build a selganised and sgjéverned community (see also Cortés, 2014; Rolston,

2010; Giannotti, 2017 Argentina, this form of demarutbjecthas been attributed, for example, tcad@nbleas
barriale@dtrin, 2019 the unempl oyed wopiqueter@nérsteino20EdmetimleMNER N o wn a s
(Reldn, 20@). Hsewhere, it has beattributedtd he Landl ess Wor kerds Movement s,

in Brazil,water cooperativas Bolivia, and the Zapatista movement in Mexico (see ZibechiH#H® 2021,

Holloway & Pelaez, 1998; Vergaemus, 2009



America(Svampa, 2017, 2019) as governments across the region continue to embrace and
celebrate resource extraction as a path to create economic boons. This Commodities Consensus
has been supported not only by the soaring prices of raw materials in the intemaatien

during most of the 1990s and 2000s, but also by technological change which allows for the
intensification of natural resource extraction. This transfaimed industries to dmme

f undament aldthatis, theyxappropriatatarevas résources for export at a large scale

and high intensity (Gudynas, 2013, 201#8.is clearly seen in the case of mimhgre new
technologies have allowed the move from underground mining techniques towards surface mining
that allows for the extraction of more diffuse deposits of metals and r@iadaaia of mining

known as open pit minindAs a result, the Commodities Consensus has promoted the

development of a landscape of extracti@achthe framing of extractivism as development.

Extractivism has posed a challenge to Latin American democracies as it is a mode of appropriating
nature that has been continuously imposed on communities rather than proposed to and agreed
upon by them (Svampa, 2019; Svampa & Viale, 2014). Commuo#skaitr America have

thus seen their natural and social waddsenfigured, and often devastated, without having
sanctioned the decisions shaping their lives. Building on the exclusionaryoiteeastep has
historically had in Latin America, agtivism has simultaneously profited from, and reproduced,

exclusionary forms of citizenship

As hadeen the case throughout Latin America, citizenship in Argentina has historically been an
exclusionary categdiaylor, 2013)he populations politics pursued by the Argentinian hation
stateinthec ent ury to effectively occupy its terr
indigenous peoples pueblos originglassthey refer to themselves) were eradicated and/or
marginalisecand white European immigration was promoted. A racialised notion of citizenship
was thus central to the Argaeign natiorstate as across Latin America
2005) relegating indigeneity to a lower tienaharisingvhitenessThis has crystallised in, and
persisted through, a national myth of Europeans s ( of Argentina as a

f r om d&anyth tha Qbscures altogether the existence of indigenous peoples, who comprise
36 nations and account for 3%¢oh e ¢ o unt r (Bribses, f0O5a;IRAsmusEen, 2021)

Exclusions from citizenship have not only occurred along racial lines. Looking at how land

property rights were adjudicated also reveals the primacy assigned to beiray\aicapitedle
(Rasmussen and Fegpa, 2022Taylor, 2013 . For exampl e, t hroughout
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the right to property was almost exclusively assigned to a white citizenry, and within that group to
those with the ability &anabilitytng was ne@ntlyttiedeto | a n d
the ownership of capital, which through the cehtury remained mostly (if not solely) in the

hands of the male population (8mdoza, 2020; Oriola, 20I@)us, as in other Latin American

countries (see for examplielston, 2008status as equal citizenststrically beealsodenied

on the basisfalass and/or gender.

Throughout the 20th centuhygweverlegal changes expanded the recognition of citizenship to
the workineclass, women, and theeblos origindrars/en for the most part by the demands of
social mobilisations.

The first government of Juan Domingo P€i8%61952) was crucial fire expansion of the
recognition of the working class, with ade and workersd unions em
acti ve clLazari 20l88nppdrtingpadnotion of citizenship whicht e | i e d rat her
individual citize r i ghts €. on social j ustdrdeght Bdbou
(Dinerstein, 2001, p.113) | t was, in fact, t hasoung wdrkeds | ¢ s 0
struggles that gave citizenship a collective dimension during thiétpetigbit wasco-opted

by the state, used as a means to mobilise political support by framieglthe r 6t he peop!
in opposition to the elit¢dames, 1988, 2002; Svampa, d0Aag)the basis of clientelist relations
between people and the state (Taylor, ZD@$)was also the period in which social rights took
root in Argentina, as Per - nds governmént dev

though mostl around the figure of the (formal) wortezvin, 2016)

However, the resurgence of woreistisiggles in the 1990s and 2@®sough the movement

of unemployed workers (known Bi®vimiento de Trabajadores Desmclyabysand of
company/industry recuperation (known as Mwowimiento Nacional de Empresas Re&cuperadas
MNER) 0 shows that the recognition of the worldfagss remains precarigsse Gracia, 2013;

Svampa & Pereyra, 2Q08loreoverwhiletheperiod of theéransition to democracyAmgentina

in the 1980saw the notiomf citizenship remegingdas a way of talking about how people
interact with the state and t&Wdsorka00ddp. 184 powe
as elsewhere in the region,ditdceo | | e c tthatvbiegura withhe pediiod of the military

5 A faction ofthe MTD became knowas thepiquetensovement, for its main form of protest was that opitpeete

or corte de rata permanent blockade of roads or highways; an action that the movement claimed to have drawn from
European immigrant anarchi@@s Marco et al., 2003; Svampa & Pereyra,. Z08OMNER split into two factions

in 2003 which created thdovimiento de Fabricas Rec((paeida®013; Gracia & Cavaliere, 2007)
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dictatorship (19783) has continued. Iteepead throughout t h e 1990s due to
neoliberal reformsand the 2000s2010s with the increasing criminalisation of social protests
(especially that of thmieblos originpdosng the Kirchner governments (Svampa, 2008, 2017
Galafassi, 2018ee Chapter FouAs Taylor (2004) aridiaz Rosaénz (201afgue this period

has seen the emer gence vherehy powergdnd itdeed faeedorh)o r m
is equated with personal, individualised agency articulated through private, social and voluntary
interaction® or through legal or economic transactoesx er ci si ng oneds ci v
and selling in the markét) [ awhidh]places responsibility éorinequalities in the hands of

theindividuaé out si de the realm oR2280l i ticsdé (Tayl o

The terms of Argentinian citizenship have al
1947, also while Per-nds government was in p
Eva Peron) achieved the passing of Law 13.010 which recognisedweome i ght s t o v
elected as public officigRomero, 2012)n the following decades, the feminist movement,
organised through the Argentinian Feminist Union {1%&/J 6 ) and the Natio
Encounters (1988019), continued to mobilise fbetexpansion of the recognition of economic

and social right®i Marco, 2011; Lenguita, 2021; Nari, 20013 history, along with the central

role that women occupied in the protests against the political dictatorship in the 1970s and 1980s
through the movement Mother of Plaza de MayMéoires de Plaza de)Megs strengthened
womends presence as (geoGianromi,G4; Gaici,2@Besrecenn  Ar g e
burgeoning of the feminist movement since the e cially around sexaradl reproductive

rights and gendéased violenc@abral & Acacio, 2016; Lenguita, 2021; Pis Diez, 2019; Di
Marco, 20119 highlights the work that remains to be done.

Following a regional tremdherethe notion oterritory is increasingly central to culturally defined
communities and increasingly relevant in the relationship between people an@ theyséat® e n o
2007)indigenous mobilisatioimsArgentina begun demanding, by the end of thee®@ury, the
recognition otheircultural rightandthe restitution of their ancestral territo(®@smpa, 2017)
Indigenous struggleshievedher ecogni ti on of the prior occup
the pueblosiginarioand of their right to identity in the 1994 Constitution (Art. 75) (Ramos &
Delrio, 2005 Taylor, 2013 They further achieved the national ratification in 2000 of ILO
Convention 169 on the Rights of Indigenous Peoples (Galafassiailié2heséegal changes

were accompanied by a set of Bsisch as Law 26.160/06 on Indigenous Commuditiesse

objective was to facilitate the access of indigenous communities tteetantiave not been



implementedo date(Briones, 2017Moreoverwhile theidemand foterritoty is central to the

cultural recognition of indigenous peoples as a culturally defined groupemédias a

contentious onasit is tied to a demand for sditerminationThis is a demantthat would

profoundly affect thArgentinian nation staéeterritory being the basis of the sovereignty and
authority of the modern nation state (Ngodwen

Moreover, this is a claim tivapiredoy the indigenous movements in Ecuador and Bolivia, where
they have achieved recognition of the rights of indigenous peoples and the transformation of both
states into plurinational ongs2008 and 2009 respectively femesta & Martinez Ortiz, 2009;
ColloredeMansfeld, 2009; Postero, 20hd¥s growtantamount to a demand for plurinationality
Thus,it has becomall the more explicit abatlie transformation of the Argentinian sthéit
demand¢Ramos & Delio, 2005; Walsh, 2008hallenghga historical notion of citizenship that

has sought to homogenise the national popu(&imtero, 2014)he demand for plurinationality
contess the racialised notion of citizenship that underpinartpentiniamationstate and thus

the historical misrecognition of fheeblos origisaaiadseekshe recognition adifferent political
subjectivities, political structy@sdculturegGalafassi, 2012; Ramos & Delrio, 2085)such,
territory is currently a crucial site of struggle the statepver collectiverecognition andelf
determinationit presents paradoas it encompasseda@mandf political autonomy from the
statewhile simultaneoustiemanahgit recognises a specific set of rights (Restrepo, 1996 cited in
Ngdweno, 2007)

In the face of extractivisranvironmental justice or so€invironmental movementdsthat is

social movements concerned with the inherent connection between human wellbeing and
environmental heali have emerged acrosgyentina, ashroughoutLatin Americgsee for
exampleAranda, 2015; Bustos, Folchi, & Fragkou, 2017; Carruthers, 2008; Gatehouse, 2019;
Henighan & Johnson, 2018; Lakhani, 2020; Latta & Wittman, 2015; Merlinsky & Wagner, 2019;
Svampa & Antonelli, 2009; Walter & Urkidi, 2017; Walter & Wagner, B2 Environmental

Justice Atlad a collaborative platform documenting environmental conflicts around the world
(seeTemper, Del Bene, & Martiniier, 20150 hasa record of 70 socenvironmental

conflicts in Argentina to da#33 of them related to minimand which can be traced back to
Esquel 6s Nuarina2009;aWalidi, 2088; Walter & Mariler, 2010; Weinstock,

61n other Latin America countries, this has been done instead through an imaginary of racial mixing or mestizaje (see,
for exampleMoreno Figueroa, 2010; Postero, 2014)
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2006) These movements, whidbr the most part oppose extractivism for its negative
consequences on the environment, human Headtheconomieandculture arehusembedded
in a history in which social movements have been key, particularly since the 1970s and 1980s, in

contesting and expanding notions of citizer{8l@gnino, 2007; Tulchin & Ruthenburg, 2007)

Besidesbeing influenced blabour, feminist, and indigenous struggesicenvironmental
movements have albeen shaped the asambleas barr@€00land the resurgence of a
collective practice of citizenshighe economic crisis that detonated in December 2001 (see
Chapter 4) prompted a cycle of protests against the Argentinian state caused by the perceived
wi despread failure of politacgwue sSecdbaiy an moed
g o (Sdtr)n, 2012; Svampa, 2008nidst the protestsasambleas barr@meseighbourhood
assemblies were created in Buenos Aires and other cities throughout the country, first as spaces
where peoplgathered to discuss recent events, their experiences of the crisis and their subsequent
needs, and later as spaces for autonomous social, ecambpaditical organisati@@orland &

Sutton, 2007; Di Marco et al., 2003; Korol, 2015; Ouvifia, 2002b S20d22012)However,

unlikewo r k e r s qsuppdrtedwgeynbraced by the 3tdbe asambleas barmalesuied a

politics of autonomghat soughto build seHorganised urban spaces (Stirin, 2&@)thus to

transcend the state rather than work witfiin it

l't is this history of citizenship in which t
to which it respond3he movemerttas been greatly influenced byatbeembleas bardaldshe

movement of unemployed workargl isthusembedded in a history of collective citizerghip

though it differs from them in many regards as the empirical chapters of tisbdhasihie
protagonism of women iBsquelis made possible in part by the trajectories of the feminist
movement and of wArgedimdlLkewnd thetemsiang tlse movement faces

with respect to Mapuciiee huel che people reflect, and are

state building and current demands for a plurinational state.

7 The exact period covered by the database is unclear. Documentation also may not exhaustive. These figures
correspond to an updated search made in JanuaryS@fi@@nvironmental conflicts concentrateArgentina

around agriculture, oil, shale gas, and mining (Machado, 2009; Saguier & Peinado, 2016; Svampa & Antonelli, 2009;
Walter & Martinelier, 2010). In Latin America, the EJ Atkes recorded 1008 such cases in Latin America centred
around mining, fossil fuels, agriculture, water management, infrastructure, tourism, industrialisation, waste
management, nuclear developmantl conservatiorfhe Observatory of Mining Conflicts in Latin America
(OCMAL) has to date documented 284 conflicts in the region solely aroun® mivsn@f which are specifically

around opeipit mining.

8 TheMovimiento Nacional de Empresas Ralsogaresiaed this form of politics by establishing control over previous

state compani€seeGracia, 2013; Gracia & Cavaliere, 2007)
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The Asamblea deVecinos Autoconvocados por el No a la Minia Esquel

The province of Chubut, designated as such in 1955, is located in the ArgentiniandPatagonia
region which also encompasses the provinces of Neuquén and Rio Negro to the north and the
provinces of Santa Cruz and Tierra del Fuego to the south. TheEsguei$ inthe Northwest
of the province, i n what i s kb3.Aecording® ddtahe pr
from the 2010 census (the latest available), Esquel has a population of approximately 32,000
people. The arrival of the telegraphil 906 i s used to mark the to
MapucheTehuelche communities had long been settled in tH®aoda, 2014)Being close to
the border with Chile, Esquel had a crucial role in the population politics of the Argentinian nation
state in the late 1%entury and early 2@entury, demarcating the space under Argentinian
control. It is unclear what percentage of its population identifies as indigenous, bistigsquel
previous Mapuchgehuelche territoryike other cities in trerdillera and along the coddtas
received members of nealbgpuchel ehuelcheommunities who have been displaced (such as
that of NahuePan), as well asdigenougeopls from the interior of the province (ibid.; see
Chapter 4).

Figure 3. Map of Chubut
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9 The community of Nahu@an was created as people were dispossessed of their lands during the Conquest of the
Desert. However, despite having a formal land concession (given by the Argentinian state in 1908), the community
was violently displaced in 1937. In 1948, the statatesindte land concession, fartless than half of the land
previously recogsd. The community is currently involved in a land dispute over the remainder of @artand

2022; Oriola, 2014)



Esquel ds No a | a Mina emerged in 20C®don i n r €
EsqueExploration work for this mining project, undertaken by the American company Meridian
Gold and its Argentinian subsidiary Minera El Desquite, began in 1997. Mountain Willimanco was

to be mined, locating the mining site 7 km from Esquel as the crawdipsoject was estimated

to cover an area of approximately 1.25pkaducing a minimum of 4 million ounces of gold

during its 1Qo-15year lifespafCormision de Prensa y Difusion, n.diticles from the local
newspapekEl Oesthetween 2001 and 2002 speak of the project as part of the development of a
mining corridor between Esquel and Cholila and the concomitant creation of an industrial park
on the outskirts of the town, as well as a hydroelectric dam (a project that wnddybee

known ad.a Elenpon the Carrenleufu River near the town of Corcovado.

Figure 4. Esquel: a view of its main avenue and from the old train station

SourceTaken by the author in January 2020

In January 2001, the Mapudtehuelche community of Huisca Antieco, located 50 km from
Esquel on territories it had secured a few years before, flagged the presence of the mining company
in the are¥. After the company entered their communal territory to conduct exploratory work
without following the procedures mandated by the national and provincial constitutions and by

|l LO Convention 169, as well as diearpresgnae, di ng

members of Huisca Antieco began to organise and demonstrate against Meridian Gold. Protests

10The community of Huisca Antieco faced an atedpftictionin 1993, when a logging company sought to make
valid its |l egal ownership over the communityds ances:t
the eviction of the community. The community organised a series of protests, whihheefieshindigenous

mobilisation to take place in Esquel. Through these actions, they first achieved the temporary suspension of the
eviction, and later reached an agreement with the national government where the state would buy the legal property
titles from the logging company and transfer them to the community. Wihilerigtime this was considered an

important landmark of Mapuchiehuelche land recuperation, it is now perceived as a failed agreement as the
compensatory payment to the company resoghi t he validity of the company6s
territory(Ramos & Delrio, 2005).
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and media campaigns took place in Esquel, supported by the Mabwehehe organisatithh

de Octub(®ctober 11), against the governmental authority that had issued the exploration
permits to the mining company: the Office of Mining and Geddrgg¢ion de Minas y Gé&ologia
Spanish).

The company maintained a low profile after these mobilisations ugtid@hen, supported

by the municipal and provincial government, the company began to promote the mining project
through a series of public talkglero & Macayo,2019) The companyds resurg
its urgency to start the mining project by December of that same year was likely motivated by a
steep increase ihe price of gold on the international market in 2002, after it had (along with
other precious metals) reachedlaimae low during the preceding ded@tmugherty, 2018)

While articles fronkl Oestattest to an emerging concern withdpenpit mining project in

Esquel since 2001, it was not until this momenit toak hold inearnestConcerrtook holdas

two women professors from the University of San Juan Bosco in Esquel noticed that Meridian
Gold was disseminating erroneous information to residents of the town. The company exaggerated
the economic benefits of the project for the local populationwerteoat that time still reeling

from the 2001 economic crisisth approximatelyt820% of them unemployedCifuentes
Valenzuela, 2015; Walter, 2008; Walter & Ma&lieez 2010)' In addition, Meridian Gold

played down the health issues associated with its mines, insisting thétthgarhidenical agent

most used to leach gold ore and the issue most likely to be condemdigirmnocuous to human

health.

Concerned with Meridian Goldds <cl ai ms, t hese
pit mining, and organised meetings to share their findings with people in Esquel. At first their talks
only covered the process of cyanidation that would benutexiproject and the health and
environmental risks this process would entail (from the transportation of cyanide into the province

to the storing of residues in tailing dams). Howéegrsoon expanded to include other potential
negative aspects ofergpit mining (and hence other experts), such as acid mine drainage, the
depletion of overground water sources (namely the Chubut River), and lack of local economic
benefitfUACCH, 2018¥

11 Cifuentes Valenzuela (2015) estimate 18% of people in Esquel were unemployed by the beginning of 2003, while
Walter(2008) and Walter & Martiralier speak of a 20% figure for 2002.

12As a result of their actions, both wordes a few other members of the movedesteived constant anonymous

threats during this periobhere were also a few instances of physical violence being perpetratedcigasnst
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In October 2002, with increasing public pressure, the mining company présented
Environmental Impact Assessment (EIA). However, residents complained about the process
(discussed in more detail in Chapter 5), wishio conclude on Decemb®R802 at anudiencia
publicavhere experts reviewing the EIA would make their evaluation public and where doubts

and concerns from residents could be expressed and answered.

It is unclear whether neighbourhdmased gatherings (knownedas vecifales o di scuss p
concerns about the projgdWeinstock, 2006yere galvanised by the discussions and worries
surrounding the EIA, or whether they had already been happening in parallel with the talks
organised by the two university professors and ¢ttech begun idune 20022 In any case,

in October 2002, thdsamblea de Vecinos Autoconvocados por el No a la Masafoerasiguel

created in a gathering/meeting (known aasamblea assembly) where its 600 participants
unanimously voted in opposition to the mining project (Comisién de Prensa y Difusidre n.d).
resulting movement had primarily midddesss members (male and femhlg)also included
representatives from poorer neighbourhoods of the town and indigenous Mapuelehe

peoples living in Esquel and nearby commutiakser & Martine&lier, 201D

T he mo vreane wad wexpese theevarious detrimental environmental and social effects
the mining project would have on the surrounding areas of Esquel, as well as the economic
plundering (which they call in Sparsisfue@eople perceived the mining project to be. Their
opposition to mining was also informed by their experience, and that of residents of the nearby
town of Trevelin in the 1970s, of the construction of the Futaleufu hydroelectrécalptapact

that failed to fulfil its promise of improving local agraent through increased employment and
energy accessibilfivusacchio, 2013; Walter & Martiddier, 2010)*

The following mont hs of adganis@ vasoasvstrategieg agaihsd s N
Meri dian Golddés mining project. I n the same
pressure Esquel ds | ocal a u tinteoderiRefagl Willisms emel | y i t
Chubutds government Jos® L uiagdiehciapilibcalomthe t o p
public to have more time to form an opinion. In the same month, the Assembly began to collect

13 Existing literature shows different accounts of this part of the history of the movement, echoing the variations |
heard during the interviews | conducted with members of the movement, as well as the different accounts that coexist
in documentgy the movement.

141n fact, the hydroelectric dam proved to have the sole purpose of supplying energy to the aluminium company
ALUAR located in Puerto Madryn. While infrastructure to take power generated in the Cordillera region to the coast
traver ses Ch oebnotpibgde p singlé ecormanuunity with elettri@itglé, 2016)
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signatur es u\Nnodeal (\biteacyanidepgdademartatthe local authority

conduct a binding referendum on mining. In November, the Assembly organised the first street
protest against the mining project with the participation of aroundetiti@s well as occupied

the local government (known @encejo Deliberasfteces to demand local authorities back
popular opposition to the mining project. The repetition of this protest on Dec&ithedéte

that theaudiencia publicauld have taken place), this time with about 2800 people, began the
movement s strategy " of everg manth, yollowihgeadviee givendot s 0 |
them by the movement bfadres de Plaza de (Uinga Fundaddoajever abandon the streléts.

In December 2002, the movement suppornetiate present a judicial appeal for environmental
protection (called in Spanrglturso de amparo anbaskitgl for precautionary action against the

mining project. During these months, the Assembly also began to put together its iconic leaflets
c a | VeeiNos i6forman a VediNog or Nei gh b o ur to coorflimatesaradiesi g h b
against local authorities, and to organise artistic events and interventions to gather support against

the mining project (Comision de Prensa y Difusion, n.d.; Svampa & Viaté, 2014).

Il n February of 2003, despite pressures from
Buil di ng Wowmhikhamaurdted td nhe thneat of physical violence agaangyshe

Assembly succeeded in pressurising Esquel's municipal authority to hold a referendum on mining
on March 28200338 a demand that was inspired by the experience of Tambogrande (Peru) where
the first mining consultation in Latin America took p&eanipa, Sola Alvarez, & Bottaro, 2009
Walter, 2008; Musacchio, 2013).

Witha turnout of 70% of the municipalityds p
referendum with a very convincing 81% of the vioéeday that has been commemorated since
2 004 a sDiasds lg Digniq&@hy of Dignity). The referendum was not binding (despite the
protestorsd demands to the contrary), but Me

recognising public pressure. They sold the project to the Canadian miningXamaaaysold,

151n 1986, he movement diladres de Plaza de Mhaigad due to an ideological rift inMdadres de Plaza de Mayo

Linea Fundaddeal by Nora Cortifias among others, andskeciation of Madres de Plazaed hjafebe Bonafini

(seeGiannoni, 2014; Gorini, 2015)

16|n Spanish, the title of the publicatioajgay onwords 1t t akes the syll able 6&dnod ¢
and capitalises it to signal how this is a publication aimed at sharing the reasons to oppdsdmairtingi s 6t o s a
17 An escracbeeto escracheameone consists today of going to the home address of the person against whom the
protest is directed to name and shame them for their role in a particular issue. This was a protest strategy developed
by H.I.J.0.S, who would visit people involved iathed uct i on and torture of peopl e
dictatorship, and shout, paint on walls, draenpgirformances or chant denouncing the person to express and rally

moral condemnation for their adtwhatKeck & Sikkink (1998Yo ul d cal | 6 n@&aswel @ tokeeg s h a mi
history and memory aliy®i Marco et al, 2003; Kaiser, 2008; Sitrin, 2012)



who renamed the projeSuya{meaning hope in Mapuzugun). Soon after the referendum, a
provincial law was passed (then Law 5.001, now LawNX¥8) prohibiting open pit mining

with the use of cyanide in the province.

Figure 5. An interior wall of the /ocalito with the voting cards used for the 2003 plebiscite

O OE LA LEY MINERA Ve
0 1USTO DE LA LEY
Pk PBURR LAS ASAMBLERS!
e S acciones Locaes | [T
ALES PARA SALVAR AP
CHUBUT DE LA MEGAMINERIA!

€S & PURNITIA G0 LS CORPORACIONTS MINIRAS ‘
UISSLIN Y CORMRRLN (X CUBAT?
1\

™

SourceTaken by the author in January 2020.

Law 5.001/XVIEN° 68 has since been crucial in halting the development of open pit mining in
the region. However, while it prohibits the exploitation of minerals through cyanidation, it does
not prohibit exploration works, nor other forms of mining anteaohing. Because of this legal
ambiguity, the movement remains active to this day, as pressures to initiate the mining project near
Esquel have continued, and interest in installing other mining projects across the province has
emerged sinckloreover, sLaw 5.001XVII-N°68c r eat ed t he | egal notic
0 areas where environmental regulations would nodpgly 5001 has specifically encouraged

a mining horizon in the central part of the province where there is a lower population density,
mostlycomprising Mapucheehuelche communities (discussed in more detail in Chapter Four).

As a result of the growth of mining pressures across the prihanmoeyement has spilled from

Esquel to other towns of the province, most of which now have their own assendily agai

mining.

In 2014, these various Assemblies came together to fadmidhede Asambleas Ciudadanas de
ChubutUnion of Citizens' Assemblies of Chubut, also known as UACCH), today renamed as the
Union de Asambleas de Comunidades QHolrtess€ommunity Assemblies of Chubut).

Esquel, in coordination with other assemblies through the Union, has sought to strengthen
Chubutdos | egal framewor k agai alavprojptcttoreplage si nc
Law 5001KVII -N° 68with stronger legislationdato collect the necessary signatures to present
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it to Chubutods congress. T h i smeehbrism knbwnwa® s ma
IniciativaPopylaPopul ar I nitiative), established in A
citizens to directly present law projects to Congress, provigeattier 3% of the provincial

electoral roll in signaturés.2014, with 13,000 signatures, the UACCH succeeded in presenting
the | egal project to the corresponding autho
treatment, leaving itkscussion to the very last day before the period for pronouncing on it had
expired. The Congress also committed what assemblies have labelled a legal fraud, where the
Congress changed the content of the propassiactdurning it iro a proposaupportingning

0 before approving it in November 2014. Popular outrage in the period that followed pressured
the thengovernor of Chubut, Martin Buzzi, withdrawthe newly passed initiatit¢ACCH,

2020)

Over the years, Esquelds No a | a Mina widene
and various radio programmes (at local station Radio Kalewche and Radio Nacional Esquel),
through which the movement aims to share news of, and discuxsion®iaing in Chubut, as

well as throughout Argentina and Latin America more broadly. It also published a guide in 2015
about the sociaéconomicand environmental impacts of mining tithadblemos de Megamineria:
manual de educacion y difusamisgihiahcias [sic] de la medaimieeri®d s t a-inikinga b o u t

a guide for the educatiahoutand disseminatiaf informationon the impact of megaining).

In recent years, it has also become prominent on social media (Facebook, Twitter, and more
recently Instagram), and has maintained a constant presence in the town through a manned
information stald known as théocalitd which the movement uses for its activities and which is

key for the movement s fundr ai s-Bhirtgwitlilagos c h 0 ¢

and or messages related to the movenrtfent).

The lockdown period caused by the COXtfDpandemic in the first half of 2020 saw increasing
pressures to install mining in the region. In May and June 2020, Yamana Gold sold part of the
Suyaproject to the Argentinian conglomerate Grupo Elszthio become in chargesafcuing

legal and political support for the profdlct a la Mina, 2020 response to this, and to growing
rumours about increasing pressure on the provincial government to abolish Lawii5001/

68 the Union of Assemblies createdeac ond Popul ar | nitiNosdeber pr o

18 During this period, members of the movement have also been subject to surveillance from the state. In 2015, the
judicial dispute over the territorial recuperation of the Mafietiuelche community Vuelta del Rio revealed that
various membera o6tfa BMsogpaehds Ween unl awfully surveill e
as AFIl). The movement achiewe@023in taking this case to court (to be held in ZZ26) (No a la Mina, 2023).
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una( ® Bydy owe us a |l awdé), alluding to the | e
the lockdown, the Union collected more than 30,000 signatures in support of the project and
submitted it to Congress in October 2020. As the Second PojiisiivdrProject passed to
Congress in November 2020, the now governor of the province, Mariano Arcioni, presented a
contrary executive law project which sought to nsenmegulations for the creation of sacrifice

zones for mining (Law project 128 also known aBroyecto de Zonificeadoning Project).

For about a year, both law projects were discussed in Céradjpeisunder unequal treatment,

with the Popular Initiative being subjected to more bureaucratic proceduresEhantitine

project and with numerous anomalies in the Codgnéiae sessiod$On May 6, 2021, despite

popular pressure from the Union of Assemblies, the Second popular initiative was dismissed by
Chubutdéds Congress. As the likelihood of the

months grew, protests intensified across Chubut.

Figure 6. First and second popular initiatived leaflet and digital invitation to event

Un primer paso hacia el desarrollo
verdaderamente sustentable de Chubut

En defensa del agua y de la tierra,
itoma la iniciativa!
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Porque no queremos que entreguen YOUTUBE: NOALAMINA ESQUEL
nuestro futuro a las corporaciones,

la ciudadania hace
“la otra campaia”

iNO PEJES QUE PECIDAN POR VOS!

#NOSDEBENUNALEY
#CHUBUTSINMEGAMINERIA

SourceFrom left to righttaken by the authdr retrievedrom theFacebook Page (Noalamina Esquel).

Despite being against the Bbhaw 5001XVII -N° 68 only allowed for the creation of sacrifice

zones in th&@20dayperiod that followed the date the law was ratified @€@21Zoning Project

was approved by the provincial Congress on Decerfib2025. The approval of the project in

the face of mass popular opposition to it, led to massive mobilisations of all the assemblies against

mining throughout the province, but especi al

19Due to COVID19, the sessiongereonline and livestreadvia Facebook, without official records and removing
audio from the stream whenever voting takes place.



Congress is located. These protests, especially those in the capital, faced violent retaliation by
Chubut 6s &a pattain tHatchascemerged since the end of 2020. Increasing popular
pressure forced the governmenwithdrawthe newly approved legislation once again, with the
governor6s deci si on™ 208In oSlinrcceed tome rD,e cEesplea | D
in coordination with the rest of the assemblies across Chubut, has been engaged in a third attempt

to replace Law 5004¥II -N° 68with a Popular Initiative law project

Since its suc cNosada Mindbec2reaOk8y, refekesce foregHe dpposition
mining in Argentina, i n what has been nameodo
Svampa, Sola Alvarez & Bottaro, 2009; Wagner, 2011; Renauld, 2013, 2016). Through its
formation of the National Network of Communities Affected by Mining (CAM#s fiaame in

Spanish), it inspired and advised struggles against mining around the country. This culminated in
the banning of mining in another 6 provind€&o Negro (2005), Tucuman (2007), Mendoza

(2007), La Pampa (2007), Cérdoba (2007) and San Luié é2@Did)the creation and approval

of the National Glacier Law in 2008 which prohibits mining in glacier and periglacidateres (

& MartinezAlier, 2010 Machado, 2009; Marin, 2Q0®)oreover, as already discussed, the
movement in Esquel has inspired the creation of Assemblies against mining across Chubut and

the resulting Union of Cmovemensakepasmsemieb | i es, i
Throughout the years theovement has seen a change in its compositidhh i | e t he mov
coredot he people who are involved i n ®&dorginuemov e me

to be mostly middlelass and nemmdigenousits visible leadershiig now mostlyeffected by
women ands increasingintergenerationalloreoverijt is clear fronthe number of people that
joins for the street protests (some of which have had the participation of over 2,000 people) and

eventghatthe movement extends to other segments of the population in Esquel.

The movement has also seen a change in its organising principles. While for most part of the
movementds history its underlying agreement
Chapter Five), it has more recently begun take up, or offer sopmdinet causes under an
understanding that all justice struggles are bnkddat t h e y ar d fuecrh atdbe sa su néa
struggl e i s oHowevegdespite this ehangtgenmeoBement has remained
purposefullyocused omejecting miimg anduninterested in the creation ammdmanagement of

anyalternatives to minires developmerdtthat is, inplanningand managing any form of self
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organised alternative seemnomic projed as they perceive this to be an obligation of the

state, noof vecinds

Because Esquel i s cofsind exrge dnotvleanedmtt i rotf h Acg fg e
Wagner, 2021, p.7) and because of its successful history, various scholars have been interested ir
understanding the movement more fully. Existing literature oneEsgd s No a | a Mi
divided in two groups: studies that look specifically at Esquel, and those that analyse it in relation
to other conflicts and/ or movements. The stu
focused on the reasons behimeitopposition to mining (Walter, 2008, 204adter & Martinez

Al i er, 2010) , the political di stchug sinvee Merstst
struggle as an acttefritorialisation (Weinstock, 2006), asdmpact on local electoral politics
(Mussachi o, 2013). Within the body of I itereé
comparative lens, there has been a focus on understanding how the movenfielenbed

struggles in other parts of the coun8yampa et al., 200®nauld, 2016), what the common
characteristics of conflicts around mining across Argentina are (Wagner, 2016; Walter & Urkidi,
2017; Walter & Wagner, 2021), and what factors account for the different outcomes of mining
interests in different provinc@&eboratti, 2012; Torunczyk, 2013, 2015, .2016)

Most of the studies, however, focus solely on the foundational years of the movements (2002
2003) and do not draw from the experiences, understarafidginterpretations of the
movement s member s. Moreover, while some of
conflict of decisioimaking structures and exclusidial¢er, 2008, 20 alter & MartineAlier,

2010; Torunzcyk 2015, 2013, 2016) , an exami.
commoning anditizenship practicesdsas of yeth missing. An examination of the movement

with an interest in understandimayv it has made a community ahdnged the way people relate

to the state is all the more relevant in light of ongoing discussions in the Latin American context
about the link between extractivism and democracy, and in light of the demands for plurinational
states (Svampa, 2013, 20a#ta & Wittman, 2015; Acosta & Martinez, 200@) particularities

of Esqguel 0visdVie thatreddbasoddl moeements pursueautoromy from the

state that Zibechi (2012) and others find in Latin American social moyeahosstfor an
examinatiorof how centralit is to environmental justice transformthe relationship between

people and the state into one that allows people to exercise control over their place and lives

20This stands in contrast to whab&chi (2012) arguleas beethe trendof Latin American social movements: the
pursual okelforganised and sgjfverned commurigsautonomous from the stgtee also Cortés, 2014; Rolston,
2010; Giannotti, 2017).
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Thesis structure

The argument put forward in this thesis is structured as follows:

Chapter Twddiscusses the theoretical framework on which this doctoral thesis draws, and to
which it aims to contribute. It builds a theoretical dialogue between feminist politicametology

the anthropologgf citizenshiparguing that bringing these two bodies of literature together allows

an approach to envir onmen t(Merlinsky &\ a&te)0lbfs as 06
commoning ancitizenship transformation, while being attentive to the way in which these
processes are shaped by power relations. The chapter proposes a theoretically new link between
the literatures on commoning and citizenstigh addressasturntheoretical gaps in each of

these literatures.

Chapter Three discusses the methodology of the doctoral thesis which draws upon a feminist
gualitative methodology. It discusses why a qualitative methodology was the most appropriate for
the project, and how following a feminist approach therein shapeddhrch process. It also
discusses my choice of research methods and satnatagyalong with th@npact and various
challenge®f conducting the research during the CO¥YfDpandemiclt discusse$oo the
methodology followed for analysing theemialt shared with me by members of the movement.
Lastly, in line with a feminist research methodology, this chapter includes an account of the

position to which this research project is accountable, as well as the ethical conktdekations

Chapter Foutraces the history of extractivism in Argentina and the regional history onto which

it has mapped in Chubirn. doing so, the chapter aims to trace the national and regional history

of extractivism in whi ch?odtkswhicheshaped itsNemergencé a  Mi
and trajectory, and that which it contests. It argues that the movement is embedstedyin a h

where resource extraction has been linked, since the 1990s, to discourses of ecodomic crisis
where it is framed as keyfoethcount r yés economi c recdagery ar

well asn a history of settler colonialism and thus of marginalisapoielaobs originarios

The foll owing f our subls@arpiteas analysidgk four practicéesthat t he s
comprise the process of commoning by which community is made and citizehsipied.e



Chapter Five examines the practice of mobilisiregmdsn Esquel s No a | a M
mobilising asecinosotivates the commoning of place through the creation of new arrangements

of responsibility. By building a community where people relate to each other in a horizontal
manner, and which offers containment through a sense of proximity, solidarity, and care,
participating agecintss supported the creation of a strong collective political subjectivity that is
functioning as a language for the emerging comrrarmgunity, as well as reshaping the way
people engage with the state. The chapter arguesrtiwdiiliee as aecinmots citizenship in

place This form of citizenshiputs into practice aautonomous collective citizenshipd

contests the individualised model of citizenship that would permit the imposition of exfractivism
transforning historical practices of collective citizenship in Argenting,am@h asi si ng pe:
democratic collective right to decide over their place andHibvesver, as mobilising\ainos

relies on @epoliticised individual sense of self that conditions partitcipapoe o p| eds abi |
divest themselves of other collective interesiBilismg as/ecinasins the risk of creating a
homogenous communitigat unwittingly reproducesisting patterns of exclusion alsngial

difference within the movemeditnamelyfor the recognition and participation of Mapuche

Tehuel che people, as well as for the recogni

Chapter Six examines the movementds politics:s
of dnformingdhas encompassed two parallel processes for members of the movement: making
oneself an expert (what they <cal/l 6informat.i
call 6di sseminationd) . These pr oc e sesteas have
responds to the enclosure of expert knowledge and to the ways in which the state and mining
companies have relied on it to impose minindgurim the commoning of knowledge has
supported a process of communiigking through the creation of epistemic networks, as well as
shagd the emerging community as one that aims to be epistemically independent. The
commoning of knowl edge is functioning as a
relationship with the state, by introducing an epistemic agency into the way citigeariopds

by members of the movement. However, as the commoning of knowledge has mostly referred to
expert knowledge whi | e it has bridged differences o
movement, it has reinforced the exclusion of Mapleingelche members by reproducing

colonial attributions of knowledge and ignorance.

Chapter Seven analyses the movementds appeal

entailed the 6commoningd of wanbkingtbat gegkstb e adi 1
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bridge differences of class in particutaras also contributedd moral grammar that provides

valus and affect around which the emerging community can coalesce. By commoning wellbeing,

t he movement &6s app e alkootheowvayd ingvimch thg state @amdkmining o ¢
companies have exploited peopledbs needs and
the province. I n doing so, ittheeontexbof @dtizenship 6 s a
of agency and a right to wellbeing.|&\dgppealing to dignity presents an opportunity to further

the recognition of Mapucfiehuelche people in the movement, it also holds potential risks for

the creatiomnd/or reinforcement of exclusions within thevement.

Chapter Eight examines how members ofribxéement are rethinking huraaature relations.

It argues that the movement igmagining nature as shared, cared for, and entangled with human
wellbeing, commoning nature as a result. In doing so, it is challenging the ontological
underpinnings of exctivismand supporting a process of commumigking: in this case, one
based on care and one that goes beyond anthropocentric undersiamiaixigshave called a
0kin communityo,15f20lbTliws nigmplactasvape dRI0eds r e
putting forward an understanding of citizenship as caring anddreuigr. This continues to

root citizenship in places-shapep e o psensedofigency antb expandheir demands foa

right to a wider notioaf wellbeind that is, soci@nvironmental wellbeingowever, while this

form of commoning creates opportunities for the epistemic recognition of Maphobkhe

people, and for the convergence of struggles, it has two underlying tensi@hgharoun

appropriation of indigenous worldviews and the valuation of nature as landscape.

The concluding chapter brings together th@four practices of the movemdravesuppored

processs of commoningthe making of a community andsh@ped the way citizenship is
practiced by members of Esquelds No a | a Min
been fraught with tensions, at times reproducing exclusions along the lines of social difference,
andhowthese processes contest the ways in which the state has sought to install mining in the
province. It argues, however, that the anantd despite its reproduction of exclusidns

opening opportunities for the recognition of social difference and thus to address historical
inequalities. For this, thenclusiom et urns t o the issue of the mo
of banners is indicative of the ways in which the movement is respordidgedressing its
misrecognitions. As the notion of community acts as buhats Cadena (2010) calls an
6equi votcladti on$§, as a notion that edewordbl| e ci
without creating a u3bld the mbtiors gf cdmenumity asfbeingc t i v i



increasingly used as an alternative languageeiship as it is perceived as resognand
encompassing Mapuehehuelche claims to plurinationality. This shows how, while commoning
can in fact reproduce power injustices, it can also open paths tgusteat®@moning

communities.

3¢



Chapter Two

A dialogue between feminist political ecology and the anthropology of
citizenship

This doctoraproject rests on a theoretical dialogue between the feminist politicabecbibgy
anthropology of citizenshighat allows approaching seeiwvironmental movementss

@ r odu c t(Merlieskys&iLatte, 2 r commoning and citizenship transformation, while

being attentive to powdroughout Thi s approach to Esquel 6s No
turn by the influence of pestructural thought iboth literatureswhich allowfor anapproach

to citizenship and commoning as pracaissd thus as performatidéhat is, as subject to change

in and amidghe continuous repetition of everyday practices.

Aspects of this approach breagovel focus to the study of social movena<itizenshjpn

which a feminist political ecology has been relatively rare, and even more so in tandem with an
anthropological perspective on citizenship. In taking this approach, tlantisesisinderstand

not only how socienvironmental movemene-male the terms otitizenshipput also how
thesechanges ardanction ofsociecenvironmentgdrocessesn doing so, this thesis contritaite

to anthropological literatgren citizenship, the emerging literatugeminist)political ecology
focusing on citizenship, and feminist political ecelodgon commoning. Moreoven, line with
feministpoliticale ¢ o | aorcgrovath power, this thesis also aims to understand how the socio
environmental and citizenship transformations at play respond to the workings of the state and
private sector, as welltasocal power relations organised around categories of social difference.
As a result, this project also aims to contribute to scholarship highlighting the crucial role of
environmental movemeritsthe quest foenvironmental justice (seeoones, 2007; Temper et

al., 2018)

To outline this theoretical framework, the chapter first discusses feminist political ecology and two
bodies of work therein: scholarship on environmental movements and scholeoshipanng.

It thendiscusses what an anthropological lens on citizenshipleagtyishe chaptebrings the

tenets of an anthropology of citizenship and feminist political etmjetjyerto outline the
framework and key concepts used in this tipestermativity, commoningitizenshipsocial
differenceand powerelations



Feminist political ecology

Feminist political ecology (FPE), consolidated through the wRdcbéleau et al. (1996)a

subfield of political ecology that has focused on understandirgender shapes: 1. Resource
distribution, access, confr@nd use; 2. Environmental knowledge and practices; and 3.
Environmental grassroots politics. FPE literature builds upon the understanding in political
ecology of the social and the environmental-asnstitutedd which has been referred to as
socionatugs, naturecultures, and sami@ironmental relations, to name a few exadzed

thus of an understanding of the environmental as pdlidkcééminist approach to political

ecology furthers this analytical focus on power by calling attention to the ways in which social
difference shapes and sanctions power inequalities. FPE scholars have, thus, long called attention
to rel atoinddd céof cooperation, compl ementarit:
p.13) within households, communities or movements in relation to environmental issues or
practicesto how social difference influences these dynéahickirst, 2011a; NVright, 201Q)

and how thegreshapedby muWs cal ar pol i tics that overl ap i
micropo |l i t i ¢cs o f(Jadroz, 200h p.aAs2pRochéledhg 2015b)

FPE and environmental movements

FPE scholarship examining grassroots environmental politics has shown how movements are sites
where gender roles and relations are (re)produced, but also where they can be contested and
renegotiated. FPE literature has examined the gendered motivagolygngrehvironmental

activism (sedgarwal, 1992, 1994, 1997; Asher, 2004, 2007; Campbell, 1996; Li, 2009; Veuthey &
Gerber, 2010)s well as gendered experiences of political mobilisatideh@ee004, 2007;
Bri-Bister, 1996; Campbell, 1996; Jenklf15, 2017; MacGregor, 2006; Pineda & Moncada,
2018; Sundberg, 2004; Wegdliter, 199651 t has shown how: tineesnends

a public extension of wo menods c thedsmbytion e s pon
of gendered labour (sBeown & Ferguson, 1995; Di Chiro, 1992; HaNMontes, 2012; Krauss,

1993; Miller, 199&)pw it may lead to renegotiations of gender roles and rdlasbas 2007;

21 Socionatures is used, for exampleNigitingale (2019natureculties byHaraway (1997, 2008nd socio
environmental relations Bpdriguez (2020, 2015), Rodriguez & Inturias (2018), and Ulloa@k@grms used

are: socioecological assembl@gesheleau, 2015nvironmental formatiofSundberg, 2008ocial naturéDi

Chiro, 2015)and second nat(iEescobar, 1999)

2A small er subset of this |iterature has focused on
from economic and political structures and the little interest they may have in maintaining the status quo, following
Hart (1991)seeAsher, 2004, 2004, 2007; Deonandan, Tatham, & Field, 2017)
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Jenkins & Rondon, 2015; Jiménez Thomas, 2018; MacGregor, 2006; Sundberg, 2004, 2010; Wast|
Walter, 1996)and how it may be intertwined with gefidesed violenc@ineda & Moncada,

2018; Ulloa, 20i6Viarchese, 2019A feminist political ecology letisus allows for an
understanding asocieenvironmental movements as sites where relations of inequality can be
reinforced or chall enged, di srupting homoge
assumed c¢ o m(Rocheleaun2008,rp&22t 06

Moreover, the incorporation of the concepindérsectionality in this body of work (see for
exampleMollett, 2010; Nightingale, 2011; Sundberg, 2@34highlighted how dynamics of
conflictand/or cooperation are influenced not only by gender but also by other forms of social
differencé? The concept of intersectionalitgriginating in the work @renshaw (1989, 1991)

and othergA. Cooper, 1988; King, 1988; Terrell, 184Q)Is attention to how racial and gender
identities are mutually constituted, rather than separate or even cumulative identities.
Intersectionality has beenugesl an O6anal yti cal s g@he,Chenishawt y o a
& McCall, 2013)ithin feminist scholarship to understand how social difference configures power
asymmetries and excl usi onhswthisoperatesgntistaricatando ns o
0 p |-specific waysverywitere (llét & Faria, 2018, p.57iWithin FPE scholarship, Sundberg
(2004)and Nightingale2011have used social interactions and material préatsgectively

as optics through which intersectional identities can be examined.

An intersectional approach to gender has been supported by the incorporation of feminist post
structural thought by a second generation of FPE scholars who have sought to understand how
ogender is not only centr al enfiroonrmentakchangesfaut i ng
how it is also it s ¢Haris, 2006, pel88f Ednthirst, 2011a, 201 1bhGe,c h a |
Resurreccion, & Elmhirst, 2011; Nightingale, 2006, 20itdna, 2011; Truelove, 20Thjs
entails an appr oac-inthenma kg emmgde r( Sadthhtiseas gnj d & 0 0 ¥
identity that is constantly (re)produced through practices of the self and its relations with others

(rather than aa priojj being both a process and an effect.

23 Although, scholars likdollett & Faria (2013rgue incorporating an intersectional lens is not yet the norm in the

field, as many studies still prisgigender as the most salient form of identity and disregarded it as embedded, context
specific and coonstituted by/with other forms of difference.

24 In attempts to avoid the depoliticization of the approach, intersectionality ¢Atetardefloyd, 2012; B.

Cooper, 2015; Hopkins, 2019; Nash, 2888 debated whether intersectionality can be used to analyse other
markers of difference or if race and gender needalevagsresent. My use of intersectionality follMetiett &

Faria (2018 ho approach it as O0a sensibility and way of kno
to other markers of difference in order to understand power dynamics through a historical lens.
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Central to this approach to genddudler's (1990)oncept of performativity. Being concerned

with how gender identities are central to maintaining a heteronormative order, she argues that
ogender is not a nouné but always a doing, t
pree x i st 11896, p.d5¢. & dther words,GibsonrGraham (2006xplain, the concept

of performativity signals the oOoproductive t
under standi ng o five grecasdthaeis dlways mngang and nevea arpletely
successemul @as (i bids composed of a oOocontinuou:
practices that necessarily involve i1aemm)errupt
Thinking of gender as performative entails understandheyéforeas a process composed of

everyday practices and thus subject to change.

FPE and commoning

As discussed above, most of the scholarship within FPE cemmdoimmental movements has
focused particularly on dynamics of conflict rather than on dynamics of cooperation or co
existence (see for examplgher, 2004, 2007; Campbell, 1996; Deonandan et al., 2017; Jenkins,
2015, 2017; MacGregor, 2008hile some FPE scholars have engaged with the concept of
commons (seBeban & Bourke Martignoni, 2021; Rap & Jaskolski, 2019; Shrestha, Joshi, &
Clément, 2019; Tummers & MacGregor, 2019; Zwarteveen ZeRick, 2001)only recent

wor k wi t hin FPE has call ed attention t o

(@)}

environmental issues can be at the centre of, and motivate, processes of emakingigge
Clement, Harcourt, Joshi & Sato, 2019; Nightingale, 2019; SatoAfaf®ot0,2019; Velicu &
GarciaLépez, 2018)

This body of work within FPE draws the work of Marxist feminigEederici, 2012c, 2012b,
2012a; Mies, 2014a; Mies & Bennhihdimsen, 2001and postcapitalist scholdGibson
Graham, 200&ibsonGraham, Cameron, & Healy, 2013; GikSaaham et al., 202%ho have
all extended the work on the commons by Os(i@®0)xand others.

As elaborated b@strom (1990Q)the notion of the commons directly challenges the economic
paradigm of the 06tr ag e Hadin@lB68)thicheconcladesmselfisls 6 o0 u
behaviour will inevitably lead to the depletion of that which is shared. Hence, the concept of the

commons in Ostromds work challenges the beha



economic mand which underlies mainstream ec
and i n Rawoitha2017 ep®@Mhe notion of the commons calls atteniiasteadio the

possibility of collective cooperative action to manage and maintain a shareddréiseurce

06 ¢ o m3ddhe institutions or rules that sustain this type of action, and the resulting governance
arrangemenOst r omds wor k has been criticised for c
placing at the centre an untirding of human behaviour thastidl individual and concerned

with utility maximizatiohisobscures the ways in which commons are embedded in power: how
they can emerge in opposition to a set of discourses and practices, as well as call for the
transformation of power relations among those managing the codnmiat Velicu & Garcia

Lopez (2018) argues is a relationship of interdependence and mutual vulnerability (see also
Caffentzis & Federici, 2014; Stavrides, 2015)

A critical scholarship on the commensergedn response to the critiquekthe institutional

character of the work of Ostrom and othatghors such as Linebau@008), De Angeli203,

2010, 2013), Holloway (2002, 20C@jfentzik FedericiZ013,2014) Mattei (2011Bollier&
Helfrich(2013, Hardt & Negri (2009), and Dardot & Laval (2015) posit the commons as a political
projectthat aims tdranscendboth the state and mark&heybuild onan understanding of the

stateas ahierarchicakoerive and repressive institution (crucial for the safeguarding of private
property) of the market aa site of exploitation and oppress@amg ofboth as complicit in

furthering enclosurdispossessioand elite interestdngel & Loftus, 2018; Bianchi, 202@&22

Cumbers, 2015As a result, these authors articulbee commonsas a revolutionaryand
emancipatorgaradigm to bring about just societies (see for example Hardt & Negri, 2009; Dardot

& Laval,2015) or a political project that can be pursued at the ndaogimkat Holloway (2010)

cal | s odfthe state &ndl the marleetd that makes it possibledtd i ve wi t hout th
of t h @arlsagailot et ab. 20a8pbring about alternatiéec o | | e ¢ t -commodifieln d n o1
relations outside of 2. Inithisscholarshiptheocbmmorss ar& A n g €
understoodhot e amere fam of collective resource management, apaliticalprojectand

social practice (Bianchi, 2018) that aims for, and that bringselbgoterningooperative and
non-capitalissocietiesAs suchthe notion of thecommons is strongly linked this body of

literaturet o a rc agpa nttail i §Cumbers) 2045,.6% wheryg alternative social, political,

and economic relatiomsd institutions that abmsed on setfeterminationcooperationand
reciprocitycan be pursued (see for exankgderici, 2012).
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FPE scholars hawdrawnin their theorization ad ¢ o mmofnom thig d&itical anttapitalist
scholarshipn the commonsMore specificallyyithin this literaturethey have drawfiom

Marxist feminist and postcapitadistolars

Marxist feminists have emphasised the link between the commons and social reproduction

ot he i nt er sect i neconomic,mgedioeukurahndd matereghviranmental |
processes required to maintain everyday life and to sustain human cultures and communities on a
daily basi s an@DiChirot2008,g28lEhis aady ab woakl hasy tiberefore,
emphasised how the commons stand in opposition to the principle of accumulation that underpins
capitalism, as well as how efforts to mmirthem are directly related to an effort to resist private
enclosuréBarbagallo et al., 2019; Federici, 2012a; Mies, 2014; Mies & Béhohwddh, 2001)

Moreover, an inherent link between commons and community has been emphasised in this body
of l iterature, by which o6no commons <can ex
However, unlike postcapitalist scholars (discussed next), Marxist ferholats shave
highlighted the connection between commons and community as one that is based on
repioductive labour. While Mies (2014) has argued that maintaining commons always requires
voluntary collective labour, Federici (2012a) has emphasised how this labour refers more
specifically to reproductive wadkthat is, the affective and material labbat €nables the
reproduction of a given collective, and which has historically subsidised the formal economy

through its unpaid character (seeflaser, 2017; Mies, 2014)

Postcapitalist scholars, in turn, have engaged with the notion of the commons from an interest in
community economies and the disruption of ot
(GibsonGraham, 2006, p.xx)As Marxist feminist scholars, authors sutiinabaugh (2@),
GibsonGraham (2006), Gibs@draham et al. (2013, 2016), Anmdn & Howell (201&)ave also

highlighted a connection between commons and community. However, for these authors the
connection is one that occurs through relations of negotiation, respoasidiigre. Strongly
influenced by (feminist) pesttuctural thought, postcapitalist scholars have furthermore
conceptual i sed c¢ommons 8)0aaaproaess thamtdakas place thréugh( L i n
everyday practices, and thus a-Gralmmetal.(2016) 6 c om

25 The interest in postapitalist scholarship on transitioning away from a capitalist (patriarchal) economy towards
other forms of economies is characteristic of literature on the indigenous notion in South ABoeri¢avio®

which is expressed differently in each indigenous peoples (see, for Brameie,2012; Chuji, Grimaldo, &

Gudynas, 2019; Gudynas, 2011; Huanacuni Mamani, 2012; Ledn, 2010; Le6n T., 2010; Mamani, 2010; McGregor,
Whitaker, & Sritharan, 2020; Melia, 2H@yever, work on commoning from within feminist political ecology has

not drawn from this body of literature.
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define it, speaks of oa relational process
responsi bihdtiegutgon (wph.alt9 5t)hey -temmumai Bgdmmbni ag
commoning as a r el -aomtioomgNary 1991his bady of wask, 6 b e i n
provides a more solid processual understanding of the link between commons and community,

compared to Marxist feminists.

As a result, FPE scholagproach commoning as a relational process that is shaped through
everyday practices and which is deeply intertwined with relations of interdependence and
vulnerability, communitypaking and reubjectivation (Sato & Sofdarcén 2019; Velicu &
GarciaLopez, 2018; Wichterich, 2015; Clement et al., 2019; Nightingale, 2089)S@&ato
Alarcén(2019) proposthatthere are three ways in which commoning can occur: commoning
previously enclosed spaces, maintaining existing cqramdritseating new commons. They
approach the concept from what they call ©6a
with oattend[ing] to how humans and nonhumar
reinvention of availableesources, practices and knowledges that strengthen community
wel | bei ng oHar€oprt & Escobar, t2005)bese authors propose undaensting
commoning, thus, as a secatural process that encompasses not only biophysical resources
where they argue most attention within FPE on commons hadlhgehatalsoencompasses
nontangible ones such as knowledge, cpéinidepracticeé\s such, they show how commoning
oneed not be bounded to ownershipdé (Sato &
propertyNi g h t i(20IPpanatysissof community forestry in Nepal furthers this approach to
commoning by showing how commoning &ntent only new subjectivities but also new affective
relations, as emotions ties individuals to collectives as bl assense of ethical behaviour

(see alsblightingale, 2014)

As these authors tend to understand commoning as a process that entails, and is made possible
by, human (inter)dependency with/on others, scholarship on commoning within FPE tends to
focus on care. For example, S&at8otoAlarcon(2019) also define commoning as revolving
aroundo gint practices of cariagp.38) between humans and nature. Care, as defifredtoy

(21993) refers to the oOmaintaining, continuing
r el atand@sarésult can be understood apaomed by ol abours of e
mai ntenance, and repetitive wdRukdelaBelgaasar i ng
2015, p.710However, as Puig de la Bellacasa (Zdfahamsson & Bertoni (201a)d Ticktin



(2011)xaution, care is not an innocent relation but rather one that is lglpaldital, as it can

legitimse power and controlver othersas well as occuithin exploitative contexts.

Central to work on commoning with=PE is also a concern with powedthough this has for

most part remained a theoretical concern. For example, Velicu & Gaezi&2018), who build

on Butlerds notions of 0 b otoapdreadh cemenbnng as@ and
form of Orelational politicsd, stress how coc
resources (in space) budtiauggte perform commotiveabler el at i onshi ps (i n t
emphasis). This, they argue, endallse i ng mutually vulnerable ir
enabling, albeit injuriouso ( idtheadnly,empgiricab5) . I
examination of commoning and power to datederstands commons as political communities,
andconmoni ng o0as a set of practi cematuralmnethtiomser f or
oal ways <contingent, ambival ent outcomes of
community forestry in Nepal calls attention to how commoning inherently esratant
renegotiations of who and what belongs to the community and thus to how commoning cannot
only create inclusions but also exclusions,
by new challenges and relations th& onmmo n 0 (;isee alsb Nightingale32014). This is
also echoed by Wichterich (2015) in her work
that are constructed in the process of commoning must not be imagined as homogeneous and
powerb al anced entidbnés é¢. ajua® mathieyal |y har moni
community nor bal ance power propeseaundestansliiog ( p . ¢
commoning aaprocess of negotiation for new social contracts, in which power asymmetries need

to be directly addressed Orespecting and neg

Work within FPE on commoning, however, is incipaeit there are multiple theoretical and

empirical opportunities.

Firstly,there is an opportunity to empirically explore the connection between commoning and
communitymakingd that is how processes of commoning produce commaraty this has
remained a theoretical proposiiimioth postcapitalist and FPE scholarship.

Secondlythere is an opportunity to understand how social movements can drive processes of

commoningWhile Marxist feminist and postcapitalist scholars have linked social movements to

efforts to protect and maintain commons (as a nafmPE perspective allows examihog
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social movements can be sites of commoning (as.aWeri)ork oSato& Soto Alarcén (2019)

is the only study to date that pursues this analytical.&venaemi ni ng a womends
southern Mexico, Sa& Soto Alarcon (2019) show how collective action can leaddtas

sustained byhe commoning of nature, knowledig@guageand landHowever, their analysis

draws empirically frorn agricultural cooperative rather than a social moviemenmost

traditional definition. As sudhgre isan opportunity and need to explore how social movements

0 especially those that do not aim to create and managgaged economic activitiesan

drive processes of commoning.

Thirdly, there is an opportunity to analyse fn@eesses of commoning and commumiying

impact the way people relate to the sttéle the work oFPE scholarsirawson critical

scholarship on the commons in various ways (as discussed above), they have not adopted a view
of the commons agalitical project that is antagonistic to the state. As such, various FPE scholars
working on commoning have alluded to connections between commoning and citigenship
mentionedWichterich (2015) talks about how commocamgyesult in new social contraatsd

democratic processeasid Velicu & Garclaopez (2018nd Sato & Soto Alarcon (20d8%cribe
commoning as involvir@itizerdengagemerdr participationHoweverthis connection can be

further elaboratedbuilding on the call by Sato & Sotoréda (2019) to think of commoning

beyond binariedthat of (non)capitalism and (non)state.

The underdevdopmentf the link between commoning and citizensingdlective ofwo trends
within FPE scholarshiphe influence o&nticapitalist commons scholarship (discussed above)
on FPE scholarship on commoniag well as dhe little attention there has been within FPE

literature more generallig citizenship

As already discussed, FPE scholarship on commoninguthessritical arvtapitalist tradition

on the commons. As Angel & Loftus (2018), Bianchi (2018, 2022) and Cumbers (2015) point out,
scholars within this school have framed the comasamgithetical not onlyo the market but

alsoto the stateThecommong and thus commoningjareframed as incompatibAéth it,and

not ableto occur within or through the statee to its hierarchical, repressive, alienating, and
elitist character. As a restritjcal scholars on the commons havecoosidereditizenshi@ or

peopl eds r eldastaelevansite af andlysis. st at e



MoreoverFPE literature has not always linked its analysis eEswtionmental movements as
sites of transformation to changes in the wider political context (Asher, 2@i3teBrd996;
Deonandan, Tatham, & Field, 2017; Jenkins, 2015b, 2017). Insteadearbrlsstuated within

FPE tend to restrict their attention to specific sgacsasally feminised spaces such as subsistence
economies, the household, and the commaripproaching them in analytical isolation from
others. As a result, FPEetature has not sufficiently attended to the ways in which environmental
movements can be productive sites for transformation that go beyond thmoliticsoof the
household or the collectivAs a resultwhile there is a wider body of literature examining
citizenship within political ecolo@ilbert & Phillips, 2003; Gudynas, 2009a; Latta, 2007; Latta
& Wittman, 2015a; Sundberg, 2003, 2015; Wittman, @§dfacGregor (2004, 2006, 2010)

has engaged with this theme from an FPE perspective.

Echoing theconnection between commoning and citizenship held by Wichterichti20&is),

a growing body of wonkithin commons literatutbat makes the case to keep the state as a
relevant site of analysiaithors such as Cumbers (2015), Angel,(201J and Angel & Loftus

(2018) agree with awapitalist commons scholars that the commons cannot bedawop

process, initiated and implemented by the state as this is likely to depoliticize its meaning and
practice. However, thepestion the dismissal of the state in criticatapitalist literature
arguinghat the commons can exgge demand for a radical democracthaisdeek to reclaim
thestatteaway from violent and repressive relatio
coll aborative forms of h u 62x Moreowel, siudiescomrsed (s e
municipalism and water aptivatisation activism show, empirically, how building commons can
expand the realm of citizen actioramiss and/or within the standreshapthestate as a result

(Robins, 2019; Bianchi, 2022; Wenderlich, 2021). For exavbpis, (R019) argues that the
defence of a public spring in Cape Tdhatn can
is, a form of belonging enabled by social and material claims to water infrastructures (following
Anand, 20179 that demandedt he st ate to change its water
equitable and sustainable water plan by and under direct community control, based on regeneration
and cons 3. \Likewisep \Wenderfich (2021) shows how urban social movements in
Gemany and the United States attempt to install a notion of energy democracy by advocating for

public municipal energy utilities.

Cumbers (2015) and othent out,howeverthat in order to maintain the state as a site of

analysis it is important to understand it differently gh&icapitalist commonscholars have
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While the latter tend to reify the state, Cumbers (2015), Angel and Loftus (2018) and Wenderlich
(2021) argue famore fluid understandingf the statas a ot errain of stru
2021 p65 malleabl&through time and space through processes of cont@stationCu mb er s ,
2015, prd).

Hence, ¢ further the connection between commons and citizetismpost fruitfulisto create
a theoretical dialogue between FPE and an anthropological approach to citizecisfipngs

an akinunderstanding of citizenslaipd the statdrough its posstructural lens

An anthropological approach to citizenship

Citizenships a contested concept (Lister, 199@glor & Wilson, 2004n its Westernrmodern
definition coined byMarshall (1950)t refers tathe status of full membershipa (national)
communitywhichconfesequal rights and (minimal) duties upon individuals. The emptiasis
definition is, due to its root in liberalimthe individual as the hold#rrights aminimal role
of the state ahe guarantor of thosghts and an emphasis on civil and political rigjadsich
have also been conceptualiseilegmtivérightssincethe state is mostly namerferan{Lazar,
2013aTaylor, 2004

Contestingnotions abound. @nmunitariarthoughtcontests understanding the individual as

priorito the collective and thus highligihis role of the collective notions of citizenshjgivic

republican thought plasxmore emphasis in the relation of duty between individuals and the state

as citizensand thus conceptuasatizenship asequiing individual¢o actively participate in

political life and socialist notions have expanded the duties of theowttds its citizens

imbuing citizenship with sati economicand cultural right® which are conceptualised as
Opositived rights in that they req(@obsem the i
& Bell, 2005; Lazar, 2013813b; Taylor, 200Fhesdifferentconceptualisations of citizenship

entail debates about individual versus collective rights, the relationship between rights and duties,
and the relation between civil and political rights on one hand, and social, economic, and cultural
rights on the other (see Kabeer, BAd3ncerpinning these debatesiowevera consensus that
citizenship speaks @blitical membership in @ationalcommunity,and of the terms and

conditions of that relationship.



Holston (200§ andHolston & Appadurail996)take this definition one step furttgrarguing
citizenship is a composite. Membership in a political community and the terms that structure that
membershipave a formal dimensioflegal membership a political community and the array

of rights associated withas well aa substantive dimensi@thecontent of those rights and the
capacities of those to whom they are formally allocated to exercise them).id\sesith
citizenship can be more broadly understood as being not only about niemibarpblitical
communityandthe quality of such membershipt also about its actual and poteohiatacter

(Lazar, 2013asee also Taylor, 200k this sense, citizenship speaks of the social contract
between people and the statehich in democratic models entails the principle of popular
sovereignty, by which citizens are the ultimate holders of sovereignty under a relationship of
equality beteen people and the state (Taylor,;RdMins, et al., 2008).

Understandingitizenships a compositmakes it possible to unpdtlo w, whi |l e o0t he
devel opment [of citizenship] Haelston&Appadurahb ot h r
1996 p.187, it has also been exclusionary at its core. In faezas(2008)ighlights, while
citizenship might promise universal equality, it has been ausetlm differentiate between

people. It has functioned asategoryto discriminate between those who belong and do not
belong tahe nationatommunity, as well as a normatiogonthrough which those who do not

fit preconceived ideas of the citizen have been excluded and misrebtoyeiseel, citizenship

has historically been linked to virtue, witibenoftenf r amed as oOovirtuous, g
superioréfrom strangers, outssademastamdtyloi €n
p.35; see also Lazar, 201Bajhcitizenshi@ndexclusior thereohavethuscommonlycarried

moral connotationsand exclusions justified moral termg¢lsin, 2002Gustafson, 2009; Lazar,

2010.

Feminist scholarship on citizenship has focused intently on this exclusionary nature. It has called
attentionto how liberal notions of citizenship have been based on a universal abstract individual
which o0is in fact a véroy dpamgt iiuwli arri dwhail t e i m:
p.8, citing Barrén, 1993; see hister, 1997a, 1997b; Molyneux, 2010; Mouffe, 1993; Voet, 1998;
Young, 1990; Yuvdlavis, 1997By dawing attention tthegendeed assumptions underpinning

ideaf citizenshipd ma ki ng uni versal what in actuality
(Lazar, 2013a, p.&ministscholars havierther unpacked the notion of citizenship in two ways.

They have called attention how those who are excludidm formal and/or substantive

citizenshiparepreciselyghose that are constituted and perceiveédra®t hoéseedalso Taylor,
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2013) They have also shown hatizenshipwhen functioningastad i s ci pl i nary cat ¢
2003) is closely linkedw cul t uremd f ps vl je s@ngi T996¢ pA787Huchnad
schoolingthrough which natiece t at es have sought transformth@e i cat e
6 erdi nt o 06 g o(Béméi, 2008; Maser,2Gl@, L. Parker,.2002)

As citizenshighasbeeninherently linked to exclusjdhe relationshippbetween people and the
statehasalsohistoricallypeen one of strugg(&abeer, 200). In other words, because of its
exclusionary characteitizenship has beboth theterrainand subjeatf contestationHolston,

2008; Kabeer, 2093.azar,2013a) |t has been a omeans of arti
a claim on r apldaswnwaytgnbbdieaa rd r i2g0hlt3 (Arendthl@549e r i g h
as well as oredéfineextend anttansform given ideas aboutrigatedlld ut i es 6 ( Kabeer
p.1) Thus, & Taylor (2004) argues, citizenship is both the practice and demand of a relationship

of equality between people and the state.

Understanding citi zens hilptta& Wittraan,2alYy, p&lsiorc s p ac
an understanding oftizenship as fluid and uneve&his is the approach théashar (200%glls

for through thenot i on of 0 c,iwhichzhelpdacdeihpw citizerghipms riot a
monolithic category, but one tlkanencompass many different constellations of meanings and
practicegLazar, 2012how dominant notions of citizenship change (often in response to social
struggles), and how differentlerstandings of citizenship caregest in space and tirtisin &

Nielsen, 20G8. The strong role that empirical realities have had in shaping recent debates and re
conceptualisations of citizensldps uc h a s, 0 i n cKaheer,i 2005p) cd ¢ u lztewnrsd
ci ti z ¢g@ng,nlb9p;0Rosaldo, 1994) 6 e mb o d i e (Beasley & iBacehn 20900) p &

O0bi ol ogi c a(Petryod, 2003) ebnisrhs yprog e nt (Halstorh 2008, 20@9) t i z e r
0transgr es s(kaviee 20t2) t 0 @& ie infsidti igzde(osnly,i€l@O®) c 6 hy dr aul i
citi z@maedh2017)6 6 e nv i r o n mdgDobsanl & Belli 2005;zGidyisab, 20O9R)

and O6feminist e(MazGreggr, 20E0plurinationtali caizemskifAdogtad&

Martinez Ortiz, 2009; Postero, 2014; Ramos & Delirio,, 20@®yshipd (Taylor, 2004and

0decol oni al c i t dizatestanent tp Bowitfzdnshihhsobeen and Erhadn3

dynamic space of struggle

Understanding citizenship as both the terrain and subject of struggle calls, moreover, for an

understanding of citizenshipthe relationship through which public authority is constituted.

N g 6 w@0DD shows how the territorial claims made by variou€#&nmbian communities
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in the country aimegreciselyto reconstitute authorityithin the Colombian staté\s Lund
(2011)and Kabeer (2008)ghlight,citizenships a relationship that has been at its core about
recognitiond or the social and political acknowledgement of, and respect for, social difference
(Honneth, 1995As Lund (2011) argues, this is not a unilateral relationship, but a dialectic one as
both citizens and the stateme into bein@ decom n @i relation toeach otherThe state
recognises citizens (at) through the adjudication of rigatsl dutieand citizens recognise the

state byadjudicating duties atetjitimating its public authorityhus, to speak of citizenship is

not necessarily to presumedhw@ioréxistence of the state and citizen, but to speak instead about
therelationship that eoconstitutes them and through which they are in constant transformation
(see also Isin & Nielsen,030; Isin, 2008In consequence, ithunderstanding of citizenship

holds thestateis nota monolithicentityy or 1 ndeed as anthelesultbfhet y 6 of
ongoing series of encounters between people and those vested with publiglawtip 2806,

2016)

To understand citizenship as the terrain and subject of strugglsthendoeconstitution of

public authoritytightlylinks citizenship tpolitical agendyfaylor, 2004Taylor & Wilson, 2004

Il n the wor ds izenshipasyfduraed orf @utOrndmops political ggénc ( p. 2 1 4)
it is founded on political rights and the exercise of such rights are an exercise of citizenship. As
such, citizenship can be understood as the combination of formal and substanti@sights (

2008 Holston & Appadurai99§ owith a sense of identity as a political being which brings to life

the sleeping potentialpfs uch r i ght sPid). ( Tayl or , 2004, p .

While there are various forms of political agencigimobilisation has been central to struggles

around citizenshifKabeer, 2005 Lister, 1997dsin & Nielsen2008b; Isin, 2008, 200Social

movements an b e unde rcsitto azdsimésbhelsgpd8)sascoeétive acts that

have the potent i-hilstoofr i @rad pdfptaredingear sessadof ithapl. 2 ) |,
possibled (nnew @awldi tpiroallucproj ects, oOonew mod
to the chall ende [siurc hqueotcii@an] dno(bp .14)s.at i on
(Robins et al., 2008, p.1073) that contest a specific pattern of power relations within a given
political communitwith the aim of bringing into being a nEattern of poweanda O new soci

cont r act élende,clizers@prcan be understood as a dynamic space of struggle that

oinvolves constant efforts to both deli mit
%As Lund (2011) argues, this is particularly clear i
identity as belonging and of claims to land and other resources as property simultaneously work to imbue the
institution that providessuih r ecogni ti on with the | egitimation and r
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whomé (Taylor & Wil son, 2004, ampitsmbnepolyaofn t he
coercive powgPapadopoulous & Tsianos, 2013).

In developing this more nuanced and complex understanding of citizenship, an anthropological
enquiry has been crucighis theoretical lertsgasallowed moving beyond the natsiate to
recognise other political communities at different scales (local, regional -snadicoabédt has

also illustrated how the natistate is not necessarily the only political community of importance

to people but how the local, regional, and swgitf@anal can also be sites of citizenship, as well as
shown how people may resort to other langudiffiesent tacitizenshipto articulate claims and
political belongindgviore importantly, it has allowfedusirg on empirical enquiries rather than
normative theorizatiormdapproach citizenship e procesghrough whictpublic authority

is produced in a given political commuaitg through which political belonging is (re)claimed

and transformed.

The body of literature that comprises an anthropology of citizenship is located within the broader
field of political anthropology and has emerged from two scholarly trajectories ttherein
anthropology of the state (see for exampétxaga, 2003; Lund, 2006, 2016; Sharma & Gupta,

2006 and the anthropology of democrd@zér, 2013&ee for exampléutmann, 2002; Paley,

2001) Both have relied heavily on a qualitative methodology and more recentigtancpost

theory. The ethnographic methodp par ti cul ar , has all owed for
practices of what people actually do, [ rat he
i deol ogi es 6 (L az a rstruct@a scidlarship pas Shifted the arellfthious n, p o
within this body of work from structure to practice, underscoring a performative understanding

of citizenship (ibid.). As a result, anthropological enquiries of citizenship are characterised by
understanding citizenship as a proaedsas a sef practices associated with prodydegqg

part of acting in,and transformin@ given political communitsather than a formal reified

category that, is to study it as a process that is precisely brought intarasingped through

practiceAs Lazar (2013a) points out, three main analytical concerns within this scholarship are
subjectivityGill, 1997; Isin & Nielsen, 2@)8azar, 2008, 2010, 2012; Ong, 1996; Petryna, 2003;
Rosaldo, 1994political membersh{lick Schiller, 2005; Holston, 8®assen, 2002; Siu, 2005;

Stack, 2003nd scalar dynamigsin, 2007; Nguyen, 2005; Ong, 1999; Siu,.2005)

Anthropological studies on citizendhip gi n wi t h a recognition of t

for the organisation of political l i fe that
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an interesin understaniigo t h e canstitutioa df political membership and subjectivity in a

gi ven c ont eghblds i thistradition,have thngexttd homogenising theories of
citizenshi whether liberal, civic republican, communitaraocialisd widening the study of
citizenship to the ways people understand, practice, and trarfdaieer (2005) argyésr
examplethatpl acing an analytical focus slonwsitpeopl e
association to values such as justice, recognition, solidarity-detreeihatiord the latter
understood not necessarily as autonomy from

some degree of control over their ligép.5).

In addition, given the abiding theorisation of citizenship as processual, anthropological inquiries
do not understand citizenship merely indown terms, allocated and managed by the state, but

as a set of practicasdas gorocesshat carbe produced or transformeda bottorrup fashion.

Lazar's (2013nalysis of trade unions, s&ifd citizenship in Bolivia and Argentina has shown
how wunion act dand smimedrtioulahformasrok[mdivielual and collective]
political subjectivity, which in turn imgathit pon ci t i z dikeswiseHplsbon(R0p8) 3 57 ) .
in hisstudyof slumdwellers in Brazil showed how inhabitants of the urban peripheries of Sao
Paulo have challenged their exclusion from political membership through disputes over urban
spaces and rights to propeftychallenging liberal notions of citizenship and building new
understandings O6from bel owdThus,vamanthropblagy lenal | s
highlights how ci tafslenmaskhinpg iasn da bperi cnagge snsa dbeo tbh
(Ong, 1996p.737)and proposean analytical focus on ageritgalls attention tbottomup

processes to understand how citizenship is nobrnigh abouby practices of the stetwa

other relevant political communifiesut al s o s h a p e yactlons asptheyplipding 6 s e

and engage witthat political communiiyazar, 2013a; Lazar & Nuijten, 2013)

Thus, an important subset of this scholarshipfdtased specifically on how citizenship is
articulated (explicitly or implicitly) in, and through, social movemients 2005; Castle, 2008;
Dagnino, 2005; Kabeer, 2005a; Lazar, 2008; Nug, 2005; Robins & von Lieres, 2004; Yashar, 2005
Ng 0 wen @ Jt ha8 6hOwh how claims articulated from, and by, social movements
contested both formal and substantive citizenship and/or shaped political subjectivity,

27 As discussetiberal and republican theories of citizenship stress a notion of the individual in political communities.
However, while liberal theory understands the role of the individual as that of bearing rights and responsibilities,
republican theories of citizeigsitress a more participative role where the individual has crucial responsibilities
towards the state. In contrast to both theories, communitarian citizenship places its attention on the collective,
understanding individuals as nested wiiflobson & Bell, 2005; Lazar, 2013a)
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membershipagencyand the scales for political actibthat is, howorganising politically can

shape citizenship practi¢eazar, 2008, 201Epr exampld_azar's (200&thnographic study of

the relations between residents of El Alto an8dtigianstate shows how political community

is created and maintained at a local level through collective organisation, and how local and
national forms of citizenship interact with each otdence,an anthropologicalens on
citizenshigechoes the understand g of soci al movements as ©O6act
2008b), and hence asp r o d u cdt i (vMe rsliitnessk wndds aderstst of @tizensgi® 1 5 )

transformation.

Yet, therearevariouslimitations inthis approactand body of workAnthropological enquiries

into how social movements understand and practice (and potentially transform) citizenship have
not yetspecificallypaid attention to socinvironmental movements. As a result, questions
remain of how socienvironmental processes shape citizenship and what citizenship practices are
emerging as key fbringing about environmental justice. Moreover, this body of literature has
not yet paid sufficient attention to how changes in the way in which citizenship is understood and
practiced by social movements are embedded in power relations, not only éepleandithe

state, but among citizens as well. These gaps can be bridged by bringing together an

anthropological approach to citizenship with a feminist political ecology lens.

Key conceptsin my theoretical framework

Creating a dialogusetween FPE anthe anthropological literature on citizensimakes it
possible to examine Es gamnbning coshmunipakingaandi na 2

citizenshigransformation.

Using an anthropological lens to citizenship makes it possible to adopt the more fluid
understanding of ptha g@iticad osxmansesthaldrs acyue isthecessalyéo s t
exploe the connections between commoning and citizenship (see CumbeH&tdhihe

theoretical dialogue | propose makes it possiafgptoach commoning not as an inherent anti
capitalistans t at e pr oj ect , denodsatempttochalengehagemoainpoveer | s
structures and shift towards a maealri ¢ a | and de mOGumbesst201p.719 1 t er na
which can happen owit hi n,Thed@laguaados rrteexploreo e y o n d
how socieenvironmental struggles can dveativepolitical acts that have the potential of

rupturingpower relations argtoduce nevpower patterns and ngualiticalprojects and what



the broader political effects of commoramgl communitynakingcan be.The dialogualso

makes it possible tocorporate an analytical focus on power relaitimsse between people

and the state and within themmunityitself 8 and how thge power relations maypact
commoning, communiyaking and citizenshiBursuing thigheoretical dialogwmntributes
thereforeto the work of Cumbers (2015) and others who have sought to understand commoning
visavis the state, as well as to existing literatursocial movements and commemiing
(seeColloredeMansfeld, 2009; Urkidi, 2011; Wolford, 2@08hich there has not yet been an

analysis of communitgaking in relation to commoning and citizenship.

Drawing on, and summarising the discussion ahewencepts of performativity, commoning,
citizenshipsocial difference, and power underpin this thesis. | understand these keyasoncepts

follows:

Performativity: Butlerds (1990) atentionetpgender &s aprecess o r ma
composed of a ocontinuous repetition and r e
involve interruptions and pr -®hhant2006, p.24)and er v a
thus never complete and subjecichange. More recent work Bytler (20155hows how
performativity is not only a useful tool to understand processes that relate to the,ibdtvidual

also the collective. In her woNotes towards a performative theory of ,tisheagsepusgs
performativity as a useful tool to locate and understand the political potential of social movements
owhat she c ahditalowsapoachny tiscaussdand actions as practices that can
effect change on political subjectivities and relatiomsgh their continuous repetition and
reiteration. Pl acing performativity at the
analysing how t hareshmapingea precass & sommoniagcother everds,

how commoni n@ thkr @dbglt otmh&@gmovement 8ds practic
of performativity at the centre of the analysis provides a stronger theoretical foundation to locate
how citizenships dynamic: howdtan result from bottorap processes by being subject to change

through the continuous repetition of everyday practices.
Commoning: | take a feminist political ecologist lertomoningandunderstand @s a socio

environmental relational process of creating new arrangemeatses$, usendor

responsibility arountboth tangible biophysical resources and intangible elements such as
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knowledge, culturand wellbeing.| approach commoninthusasa f or m of o6r el at i
(Velicu & GarciaL - pe z, 2018) stroggle dod pedorm i commalinaeable

rel ati on,splb). Asaithofsilike iGithsgBraham (2006) have argued, it is precisely
because commoning is a form of relational politics that there carcbenmmns withoua
community(Mies, 2014). Thus, | approach commoning as a relptbined that entails building

ways o-h-cdmmomg@ ( Na n c ybuildig&srhunitylainvdlves deweleping

political subjectivities and affective relations (Nightigdl®@)as well aspistemic relations and

moral grammars as this thesis will show. In approaching common as a relationalaswitics, |
understand commoning and commumiking as processes embedded in power rethtbns

shape the communily-the-making as well as impact thelation between people and the state

under extractivismAs such, | also followWichterich (2015vho proposes to understand
commoning aagprocess of negotiation for new social contracts, in which power asymmetries need
to be directly addressed especting and negotiating90di ffer e
In doing so, draw from commons scholars, such as Cumbers (2015), WenderlicAr{gér1)

& Loftus (2018)Robins(2019, andBianchi(2023 who have shown how grassroot processes of
commoning can transform the state and notions of citizenship. As a result, | approach commoning
as a set of relations that necessarily impact or transform the way people relate foetenstate

when it does seek to buddtonomouspacesindependentf the stateand by markeas this

entailswithdrawng recognitiorfrom the state as a form of public authority

Citizenship: | approacttitizenship as a notion to be empirically exploezdK, 2013&abeer,

200®) and from a concern with the natistate as the political community in question. |
understand citizenshaga performative procegt is enacted through the continuous repetition

of everyday practices, and which as a result is constantly subject to contestation and transformation
(Lazar, 2013a; Isin & NielsenQ&0lsin, 2009Thus, | understanitlas a dynamic process that

can be shapedabottomup fashiobyp e opl eds everyday actions as
the stat€¢lLazar, 2013a; Lazar & Nuijten, 201&)proachcitizenship aalsospeaking about the
relationship through which both citizens and the state come into being (Lund, 2011). As such, |
approach citizenship as speaking of the terms and conditions of the relationship between people
and the stat@that isaboutthe social contraahderpinning this relationship and shaping patterns

of power thereifTaylor, 2004faylor & Wilson, 200fdins, et al., 2008jence | understand
citizenship as relatedpolitical membershimg@ividual and/or collective rights and dytieat

28 UnlikeGibsonGraham et al. (201Bywever, | do not understand commoning as a result of new arrangements of
carein themselves, but rather | understand care as an underlying principle of codhamanimigich motivates in
turn new arrangemergbaccess, use, and/or responsibility.



more generally tsubjectivityrecognitionand public authority.astly as | am concerned with

bottomup processes of chang@pproach citizenship as a relation of struggiederstand

citizenship as a performance of agénay a doin@ that may seek to expand or renatmti

peopl e todoDewinglfromag understandingagiency ake ability to choose and to act

upon that choicKabeer, 1999itizenshispeaksghb e opl eds abi |l ity to ha
control over the lives (Kabeer, 20008ithin the context of the statas well asf theirstruggle

to expand this abiliya struggle that may involve renegotiating the social ctirdtagtderpins

and constitutethe relation between people and the state. To differentiate between these different
aspect s, I use Taylor and Wil soomgbsed fyZhte® 4) cC «
dimensionsbelongingpolitical subjectivityynembershigrights and dutiesgnd agency

Social difference | follow Young (1990) in my understanding of social difference as that which

informssaocial relations and power. Social difference speaks thus of the categories that are used to

constitut®d® hpescPl, e ass weal | as of the ways 1in
difference contributeet he oppr e s ihemr sdf (tithasde )& I n | i ght
t hought oto reduce political subjects to a

speci ficity an @), dpprbdcresoaahdifferénce(as &niadalytical foal for a
ocritiqgue of (ibid,p7d. yn otmegwords, Isuge tha mosoe af social difference

engage critically with the unifying tendencies of commoning, commakiitgand citizenship

andto be attentive to how these are shaped by power relations. Thus, it is also a tool to avoid
homogeni sing E s g &% Well at0 Bvoid ramariti@singMcomnaoning and
communitymaking Approaching citizenship through this framework responds to feminist
critiques to citizenshgtudiegmore generally) amol communitarian citizehip theory (more
specifically) that problematize: 1. how citizenship has been conceptualised on the basis of an
abstract notion of the individual, ignoring as a result how exclusion has been central to political
communities and belonging (Mouffe, 1992et,1997a199b; Yuval, 1997; Voet, 1998), and 2.

how a strong focus on the collective tends to reify communities by leaving no apacelfsis

of how power and difference precisely shape
2013, @; see Young, 1990; Pateman & Shanley, 1991). Lastly, incorporating a concern with social
difference is also a tool through which to engage with feminist political ecology under an
intersectional approach that decentres gender as theddohthe main axis of social difference

and power, as well as one that operates in isolation tiooteof marginalisatioBecause of

the regional/national history and political context that informs the movement, the forms of
difference that | found to be most relav t for members of Esquel 6s
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ethnicity, and to, a lesser degree, gender and class. When speaking about ethnicity, however, |
speak of processes of racialisgtiowing Quijano (2000), Silverblatt (2004), Sundberg (2008)

who argue Spanish colonialism was rooted in a process of ractatisationin the construction

of soci al hierarchi ©&hanidngaeohaedlyaughthplensat i pea
of descent 60 ( S.iThiyisarldgdcyathat remaio @hes 4lay thpughoBt JLatin
America as this form of ©6racial thinkingodo i
republ i cs c¢ o @Sunfdbery, 008, p.t571zseenlrdrbductiod for a discussion of this

process in Argentina).

Power relations | am concerned with power in the context of the relation between people and
the staté a relationship in which corporations have also increasingly become relevant, especially
when discussing so@avironmental confligtsreating what authasach as @degaard & Andia
(20191all the stateorporate nexusam also interestedan examination of powarthe context

of the relations within the movement it3affile there are many differennhceptualisatiorns

power in social thedPyl understand power in accordance with-ptrattural and intersectional
feminist though® more specifically, in accordance with the notion of social difference and
performativityd and focus therefore on power relatidssalready discussed, | understand power

as operating through processes of social differentiation, processes which come together to co
constitute specific constellations of power/oppresdiyn.understanding power -@gis
performativity | also understand powéllowing posistructuralFoucauldiarthought. This

meand approach iaslinked to discourse and practicasher than aan attributeof particular
individuals or structuremd thusinderstand asdiffusedandubiquitougButler, 1990; Gaventa,

2003) Understanding power in this way meafssing to read social reatltyough abinary

(those with and without powgais welasunderstandingowemot onlyasoppressiveut alsas
productiveandnever totabut open to contestatiqfibid.)

Conclusion

A dialogue between feminist political ecotogyan anthropological approach to citizenship

begings n their shared interest in understanding

29For example: structural theories tie power to properthatbclass struggéBidet, 2016poth Giddens (1984)
andBourdieu (198@)nderstanghowerasboth shaped by structure and individual agency (although with differences
in their approachg8ourdieualso theoses a connection between culture, language and);pastemetwork
theories approach power as the effect of situated social pr@ees€awenta, 2008hdGaventg2006)seeking to
produce a useful tool for advochag proposetb understand power as operating through four expressions (power
over, power for, power with and power within) and three forms (visible, invisible and hidden).



communi tyo6 ( LeaswdlasthaRatked@structyral approach that sets analytical
attention on processesderstanding theasconstituted through practice

This chapter argued that bridging these two bodies of literature together allows for an empirical
analysisafiowEs qu e | 6 s has seprocdsses dficomraonimgmotionthrough their
practices, how #seprocesss have built community, and hdihey havempaced the way
citizenship is practiced and understood by memlbesrabvementn doing so, this framework

builds a theoretical link between commoning and citizeashthecentral theoretical ambition

and contribution of this thefi®onethat is attentive to ways in which these processes are shaped
by powerand differenceéAs a result, it allows me to explore commoniageaxess thas not
necessarily antithetical to the staiethatcan be geared in fact towards its transformation. In
building this link, highlight howcommoning does not function in a political vacuum, but

necessarily impacts the way people relate to the state.

A dialogue betwedhetwo literaturg allows me t@ddresgapswithinthetwo bodies of work

It allows me t@xtendthe workwithin FPE on commoning lgmpiricallyshowing how social
movements can be sites of commoning and how commoning produces cortisnignables

me to extend FPE scholarship on setieironmental movements by examining how the changes
created by social movements connect to a wider politicab atemaing how these changes
contest and/respond to power relations at differerisldvenables me to show how citizenship
transformations can be shaped by sawwwronmental processes ahdw the socio
environmental process in question (commoning) is shaped by, and shapes, power relations at
different levels: within the commonto@nmunity, and between the community and thelstate
allows melastlyto extendanthropological and feminist political ecology literature on citizenship
by exploring how socenvironmental movements cangseductivesitesin bringng about
changes in the way people relate to the &tateanges that are necessary to advancing

environmental justice.

As Chapterdgrive to Eight argue, it is four practices of the movemenbbilising awvecinos
(neighbours)nformingd about mining appealing to dignity, and rethinking hunetare
relationsd that have prompted a process of commoning and commakiggandimpacting

the way members of the movement engage with the Argentinian state.
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ChapterThree

Methodological considerations

This doctoral research project is basea deminist qualitative methodology artdolkit of
research methods composedpafticipant observatiosemistructured interviews, archival
research, and document analysterviewshave beemhe cornerstone of the project, and the
other methodbaveserve a purpose of data triangulation. Following Janesick {g808%earch
project is based on an approach to qualitative methodobbgyexsgraphy, that is as an iterative
process between research methods, findings, and analysis. It is also based, moreapecifically
feminisgualitative methodology, whiébcuseson experiences and practjcégat produces

situated knowledgandthat analytically reads smcial difference

The chaptebegins byutlining whya qualitativenethodology was the most appropriate for the
project andhow| approachkdit as@horeograpityy ( J a n e fsom a feminisBt@n@pOintit
thendiscusses the choice of research methods for this project, the challenges of implementing
them during the COVIEL9 pandemic, and thealytical strategyollowed.Lastly,m line with a

feminist research methodology, this chapter includes an account of the position to which this
research project is accountable, as wedletisical considerationshe chapteconcludes with a

discussion of the limitatisaof the research project.

A feminist qualitative methodology

The project is based aqgualitative research methodolddjyat is an approach of interpretation
throughinteractior(Fontana & Frey,20000hat i s concerned with oOthe
world through an examination of t h@Brymamterpr
2001) | chose aqualitativemethodologyas thus, the most appropriate chdmethis research
projectgiven its focus on understanding meanings and processes, its holistic intent, its concern

with the personal, and its attention to connectiamesick, 2000)
Moreoverjn this projectl approachdqualitative research as choreographyisasan ongoing

effort to give shape and structure, rather than aafedadymadeplanfrom the startJanesick

(2000) argues qualitative research resembles choreagraftegding to social complexity
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requires an approach that is simultaneouslyemgkea and rigorodsthat is, that functions as a
simultaneous minuet and improvisation. This means that while research needs to be prepared and
organsed in advance, there is always an opportuaitg necessityto be flexible during the
process, Oto improvise, to find out mor e ab
interesting, to include mor e pnkiogwiresearchas r ev i
choreography highlights how reskeaneeds to b&multaneousiytentional and reactiyBlom

& Chaplin, 1988As discussed in the following sectidmad to béflexiblein this projecin two

main ways: by adapting its research methods in response to-T82AA® by reformulating its

research questionstirelight of what members of the movement wanted to talk about and share

with me (and what they didt), as well as to follow my own intellectual curiosity once | got to

know more about the movement.

Approachingjualitativeesearch as choreography,,tnesam | approachdthe research process

as an iterative process between research mdthduogs, andanalysis, adapting the former
considering he | atter to Osituate and recontextua
experience of the researcher and thelapoarti ci
adopteda grounded theorgpproachan inductive research approach developé&ildser &
Strausg2009)which relies on a cstant iteration between research methods and firasngsil!

as an analyticabpennesdo recogrse important emerging categories and théBrgant &

Charmaz, 2007As explained b@larke (2012yrounded theorgntasg oi ng oback and
between the nittgritty specificities of empirical data and more abstract ways of thinking about
themdé (p.3). As us i ngddieectignplicatiomgoa ltow t anadysed whata p p r
| observed in the movement and what was shared with me, | ratdrsciassion of this approach

in the section on data analysis.

| adopted in thisresearch project, more specificalyfeminist approach to qualitative
methodology | approached qualitative researoiore specificallythrough three feminist

principlsse mphasi s on oOactualitéxpdriiverdc edsoi amrgch epg 5¢
(Clarke, 2012y.392citing Star, 2007), attention to the bddypugh an appeal to situated
knowledg€Hanson & Richards, 2019; Haraw8g8)and attention teocialdifference (Clarke,

2012 GibsonGraham, 2006T.hese are not the only principlesidg¥eminist methodolags
Characteristic of feminist methodidsy s al so a concern with wome
counter theepistemicexclusion of womeandc h a | | traditignal male constructions of

knowledgé ( L a nd ma n ,asvZbda éoncerp with tBafsjormative research that makes



atangible contribution @ 0 m ewellbsing and/or contributes more generaltyitiging about
gender justicéA¢Cker, Barry & Essveld, 1983; Landman,)26@8vever] do not incorporate
these principles in this research project,
movement and not only with women participating therein. Moreover, while the original research
desigrplanned to produce a useful output for the movement and their struggle, | decided to forgo
of this component of the project in light of COVI1D (see following section fbe discussion

of this poinj.

Attention to 061l i v e dsedrchiaimgto engagedwithrbeth regesdntation n i ¢
and analysis. Representation entails centring the experiences of the people and/or groups with
whom the project is concerned, while analysis aims to understand the social processes motivating
them or of wheh they speakClarke, 2012; Riessman, 200B)s entails, in the words of
Rocheleau (2015 write as both a listerard a thinkeit does not meamoweverapproaching

experience as natural or inhereat,to understand @ asScott (1991argus & as discursively
constructed at the moment of retelling and as historically sifoatexrporag this principle in

the research project, | catthe experiences and testimonies of members of the moyeynent

making interviews the cornerstone of the project, as discussed in the followingrse thidin)

my analysis of the movement arotivean

Paying attention to the body mefamsinistqualitative research is attentive to, and catjthe

position from which knowledge is constructed and of its embeddedness in powerltestons
speak®f itsapproach tahe bodyas a site of knowledge in and of itsélich is made possible
through a variety of research methawtsh as body mappitigMy approach to this principle
focuses on the form@nplication rather than the lattethough my own experiences in and of

the movement (i.e. my body) have been central in many regardm#dysis | present in this
thesis. As a | discussed in the introduction, it was my experience of a sense of a community, and
a sense of loss when | was forced to leave due to GO/ Dat shaped the research questions

| ask in this thesis and that stthyberefore, my analysis of the movement. Likewise, my own
experiences in the movement were central in locating the practices that are driving ¢se process
at playof commoning, communiyaking and citizenship transformation, as the subsequent

empiricathapters show (see Chapters 5 to 8).

301t also means feminist methodologies often place analytical attention on the body through a variety of research
methods, such as body mapping. This however was not done as part of this research project.
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Paying attention to the bodjallenges claims to exhaustiveness, universality, and neutrality
produced through what -tHaddtakidsoyt h(el 9g8a8z) e ctahlats n
inscribes all the marked bodies, that makes the unmarked category claim the power to see and not
be seen, to represent p538h By eingeatentiaepto thegbody,@ap r e s
feministapproach to qualitative reseasch al | en g e s t(Haeson&\Rzla@, 2019)i | enc
about the impact of the body on the research processwhichc e nt r @ Ir i tc& 0t me do gvd
results in homogenised and ssadtnarratives of the research procesk)(By challenginipe

notion of research as disembodiadfeminist methodology challengds principle of

o0di sembodied scientific objectivityd (ibid.,
this hindersather than advances resedfididing a disembodied notion of objectivity closes the

door to further interpretations and/or explanati@ssitobscueshow research is always partial
andinvestey being explicit about owhich kinds o
a c a d gdDaiCasta & et al., 2015, p.278¢ resulting accountreghera | way s one of
per s p Harawawle88).Feminist methodology relidais on what Haraway (1988) calls

0si tuat e, allkgttenidn ® Hogveedearchisinfluencedbye r esear cher 0s
(Harding, 19860 r 061 oc at i o n @forexdrapleaolleow jt is ghapedigw he

researcher is perceived by the people they encounter andtbgivavat beliefs and worldviews
are.Unlike disembodied objectivity which relies on obscuring the place from which research is
made, thé&mbodied objectivilibid.) proposed bfeminist methodology holds objectivity is

about accountabilignd about transparency of the partiality of our accounssb out o becom

answerabl e for whatp®3b84).earn how to seed (ib

To incorporate the principle of being attent
knowl edged and appeal to t he ptrincorpoiatpdhe o f 0
principle of positionality that is, an enquiry and accouinthe location from which research is
produced and to which it is accountathle position from which see, thjirdnd speak (see
Harcourt, 2015; Nazneen & Sutét014; Rose, 199B)asreflectiveof how my identity shaped

the research proceasd|l am explidiin this thesigbout the position from which research is

carried out and the partiality wiy account and analyqisee subsection on positionality)
Incorporating this principlellowsmeto simultaneouslyaved an account of radi c
for all knowledge claims and knowing subjects, a critical practice fosimgomgnown semiotic
technologies for making meanings and@onsense commitment to faithful accounts of a real
worl do (Haraway, 1988, edmeto TeBopree the existad dia& r wor
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material reality that can be grasped, while identifying how our understanding of it is influenced

and constrained by the positlarccupy.

A feminist methodology, because of its emphasis on embodiment, also calls attention to the
political embeddedness of research. It challenges hosedgsasitsions of the research process
obscure the power dynamics that are entangled in this practice. A feminist methodology thus
prompts engaging with and reflecting on what type of knowledge we are interested in, who
produces it, how it is collected, asedy and presented, and what the goals and implications of
this are, as O0r e snapk rercduntarseihnacent af Mentitiesrard limeseof e r
p o wdDeVault & Gross, 201.10. Recograng and engaging with the power dynamics
embeddedh researclentails adopting the principle of reflexivity whadls forpaying constant
attention to, and addressing, power inequalities in the researcldr@oassresearch methods

and analysis to the dissemination of find{gdéfeFMarglin, 2011Faria & Mollett, 2016;
Madhok, 2013)n this sense, a feminist methodology resonates with concerns and proposals to
decolonise research (see for example, Smithg2@ii2h seek to address and redressolle of

research in (re)producing relations of inequality. As such, the reflexive approach in feminist
methodology entails a concern with devising more just research pradpssdacing socialy
engaged knowled@kackson, 2006)

My attempt to render this research project as just as peasibdg@pproachesearch as a process

of encounter and sharifiQa Costa et al., 2015; Smith, 2012; Tsing, 2015; Warin|r2018)

sensethis doctoral thesishould be understood asesult of the experiences and knowledge
members of the movement decided to share with me during our convexsdtitiesposition

from which | listenedFurther implications of incorporating the principle of reflexivity in the
research process is discusséukisection on ethics, as plans to present the doctoral research to
the movement seek to redress the tendency for research to be extractive (see Da,Costa et al.
2015}

Attention to difference [sooafdn I ffe@imsorGralam, r e s e a
2006)oy being attentive to power relations within the social reality that concerns th@aroject

31 Feminist methodology and an approach to qualitative research as choreography converge in their attention to the
body and the importance of the principle of positionblitferstanding research as choreographyigldghs

(rather than obsce how qualitative research tends to be a very personal enterprise, as the researcher acts as an
instrument that produces a unique interpretation of that which they olvbafien turn allowsfara much mor e
modest than arrogant approach to the production of ne



issue to which | return to in the section on data aradyisis central to the way in which | read

the movement and the understanding | developed.

Researcling in times of COVID-19: research methodsind their adaptation

This research project developed from my personal imeadsminist analysis of the politics of
socieenvironmental movements in Latin America. After considering various social movements in

di fferent countr i es Asamblea ded/scmos Awtoconvdcdoa porceh No R da
Mina (Assembly of SeGonvened Neighbour Against Mining) for various reaBoss. he

movement is a landmark in the history of environmental resistance in Argentina, having influenced
the emergence of other seenvironmental movements in the countge( Introduction

Second, ihas a trajectory of almost 20 yeainschprovides the opportunity timderstandhe

impact of the movemenwvera longer time fram&hirdly, and most importantlynembers of

the movement expressed interest and willingness to host me for a few months when | first
contacted them in 20X®an issue to which rfeturn when discussinmy positionality as a

researcher.

The initial focus of the project was to understand the way in which gender haahshbped
shaped by t he NoalaklihaHoweveras bléarnédsngre apdutile movement,

and interviewed more of its members, | became aware of how commalinityis at the centre

of the move me nheéame imareatedtinihovetks practiaes davel brought about
community and how thiims changettie way members of the movement relatestérgentinian

state Moreover, having had fieldwork interrupted because of CO®/(@iscuslin more detail

ahead) hindered gaining awé@pth understanding of gender relations in Esquel and thvthin
movement. Gender analyses require careful attention and nuanced contextual interpretation, and
a high degree of trust to witness and speak about what is usualledgmsvaee interactions.

Thus, having to leave after only two months of fieldivoitedwhat | could directly observe

within the movement, as well as restricted the rapport | could build over time with members of
the movement hough, byelying on a grounded theory approkefas able to adapt my research

project to respond to what | observed and to what people shared with me.
The research methods used in the project also changed as a result 1 T@\iiRlly, the

project planned to combine qualitative and visual participatory methods. Within qualitative

met hods, I set out to use dRenfrew, POh&prsistiagoh i ¢ ap
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document analysis, archival research, andstseatired interviewsand within visual
participatory methodswanted to potentiallyse photovoicéseeNang, 1999; Wang & Burris,

1997)if the movement considered it to desefulprocesdor them | chosethese methods
becausthey wouldallow for the inductive and interpretatipproach, focusing on meanings and
processes, needed t o ans wAae &Ldng 2000 Denzenc&t 6 s r
Lincoln, 2000; Janesick, 2000y choice of nesting document analysis, archival research, and
semistructured interviews within an ethnographic methoddlagyally defined as prolonged
participant 0 b s e r(Bradburd,01998)avasdbasédboa the Igteyrh &nd r e 6
immersive nature of ethnographic rese@bath; Malinowski, 1922as well as its relational
character (B Costa et al., 2015; Tsing, 2015). | chose to use this methodology, thus, to gain a
good contextual understanding that would allow for grasping and understanding details in

meaningsind processgeas well as building rapport and trust with people of the movement.

COVID-19, however, impacted mgsearchn Esquel, halting it after two months and a half.

While | was in Esquel for a total of 5 months, | was only able to use half of this time to conduct
ethnographic observations. In fMdrch all of Argentina went into a strict lockdevinch

continued for a few more months after | was able to leaveuntry in May 2020. | decided to

leave Argentina due to personal medical reasons, thinking, however, that | would be able to come
back to Esquel a few months later, as international travel restrictions into Argentina were to be
eased in September 2020wdver, as entry restrictions into Argentina fornationals were
continuously postponed (only lifted in November 2021), | decided to adapt my research methods

to be able to continue learning about the movement from the UK.

Adapting my research methaagailed movingemistructured interviews online, working in

coll aboration with Esquel dds Municipal Libra
resources wereonlidanal ysi ng t he moaurenteadio @dogranpnmes theira nd |
written content (whether in the form of formal statements or content on their website) and
following the movement through its social media (Facebook, Twitter, and Instagram). Moreover,

it meant that interviews became the cornerstdhe pfoject, and the other methoagse mostly

used for data triangulatidms the following sections in this chapter discuss in mord ot

meant ldecidedhotto use participatory research methods since CQ¥ iDotivated theining

sectorand government to push forward once more the mining agenda in the fsmance

Introduction)/As a result, the movementds activity g



feel comfortable proposing an activity that would ask them to invest eveemsuratime in

activities related to the movement.

This adaptation of the research prdgecohline methoddue to COVID19was greatly facilitated

by the urban context of the movement, which nmeterhetconnectrity was already available

for members of the movemeénthough it limited (as the last section of this chapter discusses) my
ability to understand more-depth Mapuch&ehuelche views of, and experiences in, the
movement as many of the communities involved with the movement are based in rural areas with

low or no connectivity.

Movingto online methods proved challengimgweverin many ways. Firsthsl have already
mentioned, it presented an emotional challenge as | had to deal with uncertainty (unable to know
when and if | would be able to go back to Argentina) and a senseaftéridest Esquebbruptly

without having a possibility of emotional clodtiedsoproved challenging to remain connected

to the movement despite the distance. As a | retake in Chapadri3ost a right to participate

in the movement when | left Esquelvasonly able to interact with members of the movement

as a outsider throughchedulethterviewsr{ot anymore by also sittingtheir general meetings

(called assembli€sthen onlined or other activities)or support thim in other ways besides re

sharing information via social mettaed, however, to remain in contact by sending messages

of support in particularly difficult times to members of the movement that | got to know better,
as a way of letting them know that | was thinking of them and was accompanying their struggle
evenfiat a distance. Witnessing the intense period that COMibught about for their struggle

(see Introduction) from the Uprovoked in me, though feeling of impotenciat caused me

to email in numerous occasiénsithout succesdinternational mediautlets in the hope that

they would cover the events in Chubut.

As the next subsections discuss in detail each of the research methdctlabeedidéurther

on the challenges | experienced due to C@@W®hen carrying them out

Encounters in Esquel

I approached my time in Esquel as a proces:
approach is based on feminist and decolonial critiques to thdga®mnemaginary that underlies
the notion of fieldwor k. ftepla pldce amdygroopfof péople e | d w
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as Obeing out t hegDi€hirg20i5mna dihatsamts é&los drehm &r €
et al., 2015), which runs the risk of objectifying the place and people thatat pefieraying

them in a static and detached maameiobscuring the role of the researcher (Warin, 2010).
Approachingesearchsdieldworldcanmoreoveencouraga disembodied approach to research,

0Oto see and not to be seen, to represant whi
well as amxtractive practice under which resemohé about gathering the
themé (Da Costa et al., 2015, p.266).

PEDALEADA
DEFENSA DEL AGUA

7&! iLA 5001 NO SE TOCA! @

4-FEB- 2020
16:00HS SALIDA ROTONDA AV. YRIGOYEN HASTA EL CRUCE DEL LAGO
18:00HS REGRESO A ESQUEL PARA MARCHAR CON LAS BICIS

CONVOCA ASAMBLEA POR EL NO A LA MINA ESQUEL

SourceTaken bythe authoin February 2020

Speaking of a process of encounter, rather than of fieldwork, reflects the fluid and shared nature
of the process. It all@sl meto recognise how the relationships that éokduring this process
werebilateral rather than unilateral, as well as to recognise the epistemic role of members of the
movement, and thus to understand research as a process of collective thinking (T€ing, 2015)
albeit to different degrees. As a result, approaching ethnogxaihis encountencouraged

me to dissolve® t h e sephrationpbetween the academic space as the space of knowledge
generation, and the field as a place tbo extr
makeoa move from doing research about peopl e
encounter rather than of fieldwork albowne therefore, to recognise how research projects are
always processes ofareation, even if to different degrees (Tsing, 2015; Da Costa et al., 2015),
as well as to maintain positionality and reflexivitywralaa the research process. Thus, while

this project is not participatoryisinot only the result of my interests and analyticaltradea

process of careation in the sense that is greatly shaped by what members of the movement
decided to share with me and considered relevant when speaking about the movement.



As briefly mentioned, my ethnographic participation comprisedmda halimonths, from

January to mitMarch 2020. Duringll my stay in Esquel, | lived with a family, whom [ initially

found through an online platform, and who made my time in EsgmelrableBetween January

and March 2020, | participated6inmeetinggasamblg¢as the movement4 monthly street
demonstratiog) variouscommunity events (suchaasycling evensee Figuré) and workshops

organised by the movemedfestivalaagainst miningn Esquel and elsewhere in the province,
theannuafestivalcelebratinghe foundation of the towin which I helpedru t he mov e men
stand, see Figu8} artistic interventions across the toasmwell as accompanied members in
their daily shifts at theloelijonohe evmeThis Meant that f o r m:e
almost every day | was involved in some way or another with the movement. | also began
interviewing various members of the movehatrig this periods well as collecting documents

from the movement such as leaflets, poatetstatementsAn opportunity also asefor me to

attendan evend a climate camp followed by a protest in Eshokgjanised by thdovimiento de

Mujereg Diversidadiedigenas por el Buen(Meuement of Indigenous Womand Diversities

for Buen Vivir or MMIBV)in the nearby Mapucfi@huéche community of P& Mahuizan

February 2020Being part of theseventswas crucial for my understanding of Mapuche
Tehuelche struggles in the province,arggon ng tensi ons between the
Mina.

Figure8. The mostandaetn tEGssquel 0 festanhni ver sary

SourceTaken by the authar February 2020

Spending these few months in Esquel also allowed me ta gaed number ohformal

conversations with members of the movement and other residents of Esquel, which in turn
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allowed me to tune my interview questions and archival researchAwighifdss were usually
covered in groups of two or three and they lasted 3 or 4 Ipmnding time at thecalit(see

Figure9), selling-shirts, listening to members of the movement provide information to visitors,
and drinking mate together provided me perhaps with the best opportunity to ask questions about
the movement amaboutEsquel, get to knovecinasd their experiences, and for them to get to
know me Moreover, havip spent these few months with members of the movement was
fundamental in setting the conditions that allowed me to continue my research online from the
UK, as it allowed me to create a foundation of trusthethembers of the movemesbom|

met and interacted with. Having met in person numgsmisad the movement andbeing
personally referred to members of the movemleot di dndt get t o meet w
but who | was interested in interviewing,kegfor them to agree tanline nteniews Moreover,

these months proved invaluable in terms of the insights | was able to gain, which allowed me to
redirect my research focus, tune my questiod$etter understand the testimonies of members

of the movement.

Figure9. T h e mo loa/foemAvénislaAmeghino

SourceTaken by the authar February 2020

| kept aresearclournal during this period, which | used to keep track of my daily activities and
encounters, as well as of emerging questions and insights. In this sense, | used journal writing as
an exercise during which | could begin to reflect on and analyseneveotwearsations, as well

as reflect about the development of the research pdateglsere | was at and of what | wanted

to drop and/ or include. Jour nal writing was
description and explanation of the reséae r 0 §anesiokl 1%p.507 and reflecon my
positionalityat different points in time. In this sense, journal writing was crucial to my approach

of qualitative research as choreographyngnuse o& grounded theory approacida feminist
methodology.
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