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Abstract

This doctoral research is the first archaeological and ethnohistorical investigation of
the historically significant city of llorin, Kwara State, northern Yorubaland, Nigeria.
llorin is known for its intricate craft production, such as pottertjleeand red stone
beads underpinning status, but also for being the seat of war and jihadist reform by
the 19" century. Furthermore, llorin is largely known through oral traditional and
written sources, which are mainly linked to the sqmaditical development of the

Oyo empire (16" to 19" centuries CE). However, very little is known of the deep
time history of the area prior to the€entury. As such, this research focuses on the
past settlement of Okesuna llorin, whose period of abandonmenttuated in the

early 19" century and at which the presence of archaeological remains, including
potsherd pavements, had been previously reported. The research presents the results
of archaeological surveys, excavations and finds analysis, with an emphasis
pottery. These data anategratedwith data collected from oral tradition, field
observations, and historical sources. The present doctoral research, which involved
the investigation of ten units of various sizes, seven of which were excavated,
documeaited a diverse suite of material culture, including abundant ceramics of
various types, potsherd pavements, lithics, faunal and human remains, shell, and
metal. Five radiocarbon dates from three of the excavated units spat® the
millennium CE to the earlg" millennium CE. This thesis thdsg adds valuable new
archaeological data to improve understanding of Yorubdland, demonstrating
substantibextension in the time depth of llorin occupation. The work also shows that
ceramics reovered feature decorations common in yelbwn centres of
Yorubaland such alée-Ife and Old Oyo. This work has thévee provided insights

into the processes of regional sepulitical developments within the Yorub4 region

prior to the 19 century.
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Chapter 1: Introduction

1.1 Introduction

This chapter sets out the background to the study as well as the study area and presents
the thesis research questions and objectives. The theoretical frameworks upon which
the research draws are situated, and the thesis structwtined

1.2 Introduction to the study

This thesis provides an account of the first systematic archaeological research in the
historically significant city ofllorin, northern Yorubaland, Nigeria West Africa
(Figures1.1and 1. 3. It aims to fill the gap othe unwritten past of the llorin area, by
investigating local and regional sogiolitical developments prior to the 1 8entury
through archaeological material remains. This project was motivated by the lack of
systematic archaeological investigatiortiod llorin area, despite the city being well
known in the history of Yorubalan@igure 1.2)and West Africa moreidely by the

19" century.

Although llorin is one of the best documented cities in West Africa in historical terms,
thathistory is basedn oral tradition and written sourcéakinjogbin 1980;Danmole
1980; Duff et al. 1965 Elphinstone 1921; HermeHodge 1929Hogben and Kirk
Greene 1966]imba 1981Jimoh 1994Johnson 1921,aw 1977;Lloyd 197106 He a r
1983; Omoiya 2013Smith 1986. Occupation of the area has been suggested through

these sources to be situated around tiecgftury orater.

Generally, llorin historical accounts straddle narratives of migration, settlement
formation, alliancebuilding, conflict, regional and lordistance trade networks and
craft specialisation, many of which connect developments in llotireteider Yoruba
regions Akinjogbin 1971,198Q Akintoye 2010;Bascom 1969Danmole 1980Duff

et al. 1965 Elphinstone 1921Forde 1962HermonHodge 1929Hogben and Kirk
Greene 1966Jimba 1981Jimoh 1994Johnson 1921,aw 1977;Lloyd 197106 He a r
1983; Omoiya 2013;Smith 1986;Usman 2012 Usman and Falol2019 Willett
196M). With regards to itgonnection to the wider Yoruba region, the squiditical
processes that marked the llorin area by tiece@turyhad becomenost pronounced

through its relationship with the Oyo empire around the lateceBitury The Oyo



empire, whose capitatheOld Oyo kingdom is located close to llorin (approximately
40 miles northwest), was reported to haeen in existence betwethe late 16" and
the early 1% century, involving the inclusion of several communitié&igjogbin
1971, 1980 Akintoye 2010;Bascom 1969Johnson 1921t aw 1977;Lloyd 1971,
Smith 1986 Willett 196M).
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By the late 18 centuy, events associated with migration, internal and external
political crises, and state evasion occurred within the Old<phere some of its
provinces, includinghe llorin areacontribuing to this instability These crises led

to a series of rebellions fermented by some llorin efitdsch include oneAfonja

see Chapter 2 for further detait)d a proclamation of independenocent llorin

and some other Old Oyo provinces which eventually resulted in the collapse of the
empire in the early 19century. As a result of these events, various people such as
pastoral Fulani, Hausa slaves, d@id Oyo Muslim converts migrated to llorin as

a place of refuge or a shatter zpagainst the former state authority of Old Oyo
(Johnson 1921;aw 1977. As Johnson (1921: 194) posited:

nfall the Hausa sl aves in thabergdj acent
ropemakers, and cowherds, now deserted their masters and flocked to
llorin under the standard of Afonja tihee Kakanfq and were protected

against their masters. o

llorin historical sources indicathat the area benefited from a strategic location. Its
position in tke Sudanic belt between the open savannah to the north and the forest
region to the south afforded connections to diverse people, alldiimgto serve

as an entrepot for interregion@hde networks and enabling various interactions
(Atandal972 198Q Danmole 1980; Jimoh 1994aw 1977;Reichmuth 1995Sulu

1953. This remained true after the demise of the Oyo emipirthe early 19
century.With the location, and itassociation with the Oyo empire, it would be
expected that prior to the #Sentury, llorin settlement history would have a
relatively dense population. Howevehet impressionis that of a relatively
unoccupiedo sparsely populated arpsdor to the19" century(Sulu 1953;Jimoh
1994).As such aclear picture of the socipolitical processes at play in llorin only
emergs afterthe 19" centurywith the assumption that these drewdewvelopments

in earlier period¢Danmole 1980HermonHodge 1929; Hgben and KirkGreene
1966;Jimoh 1994 Johnson 1921aw 1977;L | oyd 1971; OO6Hear 1
2013).

However, these sources of llorin history have been acknowléddexnadequate
in outlining thenature of socigolitical developments the area prior to the 9
century.Pre-19" century llorin historiography has been shrouded in controversies
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and has been the subject of scholarly conceanole 2012Elphinstone 1921
Jimba 1981; Omoiya 2018tukoko 2014). For instance, Jimba (1981:1) posited
At here i s no bdlarib &s atdieative settementoor single town

is shrouded in a deep and, as yet an insolvable uncertainty when viewed from a

historical perspective. For, in lleritoday, there are historical conjectures, claims

and counterclaims which are still controversial and inconclusive, as to the authentic

origin and foundation of the anci

ent

Archaeology and ethnography have been wndiésed as sources for the history

of llorin, especially compared with what research has been carried out in

neighbouring areas in the Yoruba and Edo regions, such as Oldléle, Benin,

Igbominaland, Edéle, llareljesg as well as further afield in Saand Dendi, both
areas of the presedty Benin Republic AgbajeWilliams 1987;Aleru 1993, 1998,
2006;Champion et al. 2018; Connah 1975yo0 1969 1974;Garlake 1974, 1977,
Haour et al. 2018 Gurstelle et al2015; Haour 2018;Khalaf and Haour2013;
Ogundiran 2002a, 2002b, 2003, 2005; Ogundiran and AdNdieams 2017,
Soper and Darling 198QJsman 1998, 2012Willett 1960, 1960b,1973) (Figure

1.4).
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A brief overview of findings from thesgherregions will illustrate th@otentialof
archaeology and ethnography famproving our understanding. Three areas are
briefly considered here: the two w#dhown urban centres ofletife, central
Yorubéland (Osun State), Old Oyo northern Yorubaland (between Oyo and
Kwara State) and other northern parts of predegtYorubaland, namely Kogi and

Kwara States.

In lle-Ife, arcchaeological excavations hasaggestedhat early occupatn of the

area was as early as th&millennium CE (Akintoye 2010; Babalola 2011, 2016;
Eyo 1970, 1974; Garlake 1974, 1910zanne 1969Willett 1960a, 1970)By the

2" millennium CE, ¢hnohistorical sources claim that-lie wasregarded ashe
birthplace of an ideology of divine kingship and a royal palace culture that was
subsequently emulated throughout the region (Ifemesia I¥@dndiran 2020a

This period which falls between tHa™ and 1%' century CE was known as the
Classical period inYorubaland The archaeology of Iife is characterised by
distinctive material culture which includes an elaborate series of concentric city
walls, pottery, microlithic tools, bronzé&onwork, stone sculptures, terracatta
potsherd pavements, ceramic tiles, glass beads and copper alloy sculptures
(Aderibigbe 1965; Babalola 2011, 2016; Eyo 1970, 1974; Garlake 1974, 1977,
Monroe 2018Roth 2022 Willett 1959, 1960a1967,1970.

Archaedogical investigations conducted in Old Oyo since the 1950s have revealed
expansive wall systems, microlithic tools, pottery, beads, grinding hollows,
potsherd pavements, market area and assumed burial grounds of past kings
(Alaafin) (AgbajeWilliams 1983, 1987, 198%Folorunso et al2006; Ogundiran
2009; 2012; Soper 129Soper and Darling 198Qsman 2012Usman and Falola
2019 Willett 1960b, 1973) dating occupation tioe 11" century or earlierAs
mentioned above, and as will be develdjin Chapter 2,iktorical sources suggest

that developments irOld Oyo are closely linked to those in llorin, and
archaeologists have contributed to this debate through ethnohistorical and
ethnoarchaeological studies. A comparison of pottery from Old &@wbllorin
ethnographic pottery has led to the suggestion of transfer of people and potting
knowledge to llorin from Old Oyo after the collapse of the latter in the eafly 19
century O 6 He a3;Willef B360b,1973).
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In the northernareasof Yorubaland, excavated sites includéedifjumu (i.e.,
Itaakpa andOluwaju rockshelter and Addo ironworking sijeén preseniay Kogi

State and Obo Aiyegunle in Kwara Staddigworth-Jones et al. 2012Aremu1991,

2004; Oyelaran 1998 In Itaakpa, Iffe-llumu (Figure 1.6) archaeological
investigation revealed a settlement occupation containing pottery, iron and lithic,
and human remains which have been dated to 2210+80BP years (Oyelaran 1998).
Based on the material evidence from this sitewas suggested that human
settlementates back t@00 BG and that by the beginning of th& millennium

CE, iron-producing agricultural communities were occupying northern Yorubaland
(Obayemi 1976Qyelaran 1998Jsman 2012).

In the Igbominalandarea of Kwara State, material objects produced from
excavations at Ilyara, Obalsin, and Ipo include pottery, animal bones, shells,
iron objects, slag, soap stones, tobagipe, cowries, grinding stones, ground stone
axe, stone pellets and lithics, kea fragments of bead poliskerpotsherd
pavements, iron smelting furnaces, tuyeres and grinding hollows (AE98,
1998, 2006 Obayemi 1976; Usmah998,2012). Radiocarbon dates from some of

the sites such as O#sin and llalyara situate the sites tbe 13" centuryCE.

Therefore, based on data drawn from archaeology and associated disciplines, it
appears that by 1000E, various communities had developed in the area now
known as Yorubaland (Obayemi 19T&gundiran 2020dJsman 2012Usmanand
Falola2019. Archaeological research has shown how important archaeological
data are at refining the picture provided by historical data and offering evidence of

past ways of life and material culture.

As well as being motivated by the need to adsll® gap in archaeological
coveragethe present doctoraésearch was further inspired by the growing trend

in regional interaction studies in archaeological investigations of the Y-&dba
regions Aleru 2006; Gurstelle et a2015 Haour 2013 Monroe 2018; Obayemi

1976; Ogundiran 20@2 Usman1998,2012). Past archaeological approaches to
studying early human occupation in these regions have primarily focused on large
urban complexes such Hs-Ife, Old Oyo, Benin, Owo, and lles&€¢nnah 1975;

Eyo 1974; Garlake 197 0Dbayemi 1976; Soper and Darlin®80; Usman 2012

Willett 1960, 1960b;1973). Thesastudieswere prompted by the overt display of
8



power as revealed in historical literature, especially in the form of monumental
architecture and artistic works, as well as in rituals and performatiwéiastihat
reflect political and religious idea{dremu et al2013;Babalola 2016Chouinand
Ogunfolakan2015;Lasisi 2017 Lasisiand Aremu2016. Current archaeological
investigations arbowevergradually moving away frora sole focus othese early

large urban areas twnsiderfrontier areas.

In Yorubdland and elsewheia West Africa examples of the frontier areas
investigated include llargesg Oshogbo and Edkée all in presentlay Osun State,
southwestern Yorubaldnlgbominalandlpo, Isin, llalyara) Kwara State, northern
Yorubéaland, and 8. in centralBenin Republic Aleru 1993, 1998, 2004 2006
Gurstelle et al2015 Ogundiran 2000; Usman et. &006; Usman 1998, 2032
Gurstelle et al. (2015) pointed atliat this shift is rooted in the understanding of
settlement variables in the Yordaadregion specifically, and in West Africa more
generally, and what the characteristics of their variability are in connection with the
various forms of regional interaghs (economy, politics, religion, and military),
which @n be recognised in the archaeological evidentterin, sitting at an
important historic frontier area in Yorubaland with-famg connections to the
wider Yorubaland and the north of tRéver Niger, is an ideal case study for these

guestions.

As suchthe overarching aim of thistudyis to demonstrate what material culture
evidence, particularly archaeological ceramics, can contribute to the understanding
of the longetterm occupation ofhe llorin ar@, which is described in the written
records as having been characterised by-&iagding population movements, and
being closely linked witlOld Oyo. This doctoral workrelies on the information
drawn from data recovered from surveys arcaeations as well as oral tradition

(Appendix 1) ethnographic data collection, and written sources.



1.3. Background to the research area

To understand llorin's dedpme culturathistorical processes, an archaeological
study was undertaken in tkesuna area of llorin, one of the early quarters of the
preservday city (Figure 1.5) Okesuna was chosen because of the evidence of
archaeological remains, such as large quantities of pottery of various shapes and
decorative styles, potsherd pavementisiding stones, bone scatters, iron tools and
rock outcrops marked by grinding hollows. The als® gained recognition the

early 19" century due to its contributions to the emergence of Islanactices in

the larger llorin area and to the collapsfethe Oyo empire. Due to a series of
internal and external conflicts with the larger llorin authorities, Okesuna settlement
was destroyed by the earlyf18entury, andts survivinginhabitants dispersed to
otherpartsin llorin and beyondAkintoye 2010 HermonHodge 1929; Hogen and
Kirk-Greene 1966; Jimoh 199Jphnson 1921

This researcher came to know about the archaeological potential of the Okesuna
area in 2016 through a colleague and historian, Mr Ismail Otukoko, as a lecturer in
archaeology at the Kwara State University, Malete, Kwara State. Interest in the site
was spurred by the numerous significant visible archaeological remains. This also
coincided with the recent establishment of an archaeological unit at the Kwara State

University.
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While limited survey work, including surface collections of pottery and studies of
potsherd pavements, had been carried ougaone of the sites in llorin, most of

which concentrated in the Okesuna area (Otukoko 2014) and while the Kwara State
University archaeol ogy studentsd annual
those sites, these activities were inadequate to place itoanchronological or

regional framework. The present doctoral research, which commenced in 2019, set

out to fill the gap.

Okesuna I|literally means OHi |l Il of Prophe-
Yor %2b8Okem&dndng uphill or raised ground,
i.e., traditions of the PropheAlfyu 2015; Jimoh 1994). Okesuna llorin is located

on the southern end of preselaty Ilorin around a rock outcrop and is associated

with the presentlay Insttute of Technology of Kwara State Polytechnic, near
University of {Canpusidimdhsioo4: 620ni@ko 19@i 2). i

Okesuna was known as a significant centre of Islamic practices in Yorubaland at
11



the end of the 8century Akintoye 2010 Aliyu 2015 Danmole 1980Hogben
and Kirk-Greene 1966jJimoh 1994 Johnson 1921;aw 1977; Onikoko 1992). In
addition, the settlemealongside the larger lloricontributed to the processes that
led to the fall of the Oyempire and the rise of a Fulani emirate system in llorin in
the 19" century @Akintoye 2010 Jimoh 1994{ aw 1977; Smith 1986).

Okesuna was reported to have been destroyed and abandoned ifi temtii®y

after a prolonged political tussle with the emerging llorin emirbi@gben and
Kirk-Greene 1966; Jimoh 199Johnson 1921 aw 1977 (see Chapter 2 for more
details) By the 20 century, the area had become subsumed within the city of llorin
such that various structural developments such as schools, hospitals, residential
houses, market complexes and roads were established. These developments,
coupled with subsequent natural pberena such as erosion, have had a negative

impact on the archaeological landscape over the years.

Despite these negative factors, a few locations within Okesuna still retain traces of
past human occupation. These places include sites known today as Katara S
College of Education, llorin, Governmebfy Secondary School, Odo Okun,
Adewole Residential Estate, Okesuna hill andta@una hill (Chapters 3 and 4).

A further site, identified through oral information during the doctoral fieldwork, is
the SheikhAbdulkadir College. These various siteghich were all surveyed
archaeologically, form the focus of the present thesis (Chapter 3); one of them, the
Kwara State College of Educatiowas investigated through sevetalkt pits
(Chapter 4¥hat provided thdulk of the data discussed here (Chapters 5 and 6)

The diagnostic pottery and potsherd pavements visible at Okesuna llorin settlement
presented further intereflavements have been describegpaged ways, floors or
courtyards made from pgiterds stonespebblespr cobbles to create floor surfaces
that can bdlat-laid, or edge laiih pattern(Garlake 1974, 197 Nzewunwa 1989

Willett 196(). Their study has providesignificant insight into past technologies

and innovations, spatial distribom, and functionsGenerally, potsherd pavements

are regarded as evidence of significant historical phenomena associated with
architectural features such as housesnples/shrines, roads, and courtyards
(AgbajeWilliams 1995; Babalola 2021;Champion et la 2018; Chouin and

Ogunfolakan2015; Connah 1981Garlake 1974, 197 Maour 2013; Khalaf and
12



Haour2013L asi si 2021; NOoDah & Mzmwudyadd8h 2018

Ogundiran 20002002, 2002h Ogunfolakan 2009; Roth et al. 2QZRoth 2023.
Early evidence of these architectural features was recorded at-j@gganénd Dia
(Mali), Ulaira (now under Kaniji Lake, Nigeria), and Daima (Borno, Nigeria) from
about the miell millennium CE onwards (Connah 1976, 1981; Mcintosh 1981:

Nzewunwa 1989).

Within Yorubaland, potsherd pavements are most fully reported in thie lkegea,

and its surrounding towns (Eyo 1974; Garlake 1974, 1O0@dndiran 2000, 20@2
2002h Ogunfolakan1994, 2009; Willett 1960a, 1960b,1967, 1970. Their
extensive occurrence in Hée inspired Ekpo Eyo (1974) to use them as the basis
for aclassification of Yorubaland cultural phases intopagement, pavement, and
post pavement perigdDates for potsherd pavement sites in Yorubaland such as
lle-Ife, Benin and Old Oyo clustearound the 19 and the 18 centuries i(e.,
AgbajeWilliams 1983 Connah 19%; Eyo 1974; Garlake 1974, 1977; Obayemi
1976; Ogundiran 2000, 20620gunfolakan 2009; Willett 1960 1960b1970.

Other areas where potsherd pavements haverbgerted include llargesa, lla
Orogun, Itagunmodi (Osun State), Igbominaland (Kwara State), Ibadan (Oyo
State), ljebeOde (Ogun State), Wushiuishi (Kaduna Valley in Niger State), and
Daima (Borno State), all in Nigeria; at the Sao mounds sites and katirfsimu
(Chad Republic); in Dendi and 8awe (Benin Republic); and in TogoAdekola
2019 AgbajeWilliams 1995;Aguigah 1992Aiyedunand Shawl989;Aleru 1998

Fagg and Willett 1960Gurstelle et al2015;Haour 2013; Khalaf and Haour 2013;
Lasi si 2021; N261B; dNkxon 01 8Waexwuthyvan1@890gundiran
2000 2002, 2002bOrijemie and Ogiogwa 201&Jsman 2012

Other interesting aspects of te-Ife type potsherd pavements is their association
with buried pots (Eyo 1974; Fagg 1953; Garlake 1974, 1@gundiran 2000,
2002k Ogunfolakan 1994Willett 1970). Basedthis discoveryQOgundiran(2000)
thenproposed classification scheme ffiorubapotsherd pavemenénd grouped
them into two typespavements with buried pot association, and those without
buried pot associatiohis is toestablish the functionadultural contexts of such
association in lldfe. Ogundiran (2000)further stated thatfor a better

understanding of pgtotsherd pavements, that identification of pot type (jar, bowl,
13



flask) and positioning (capsized or upright) are pertir@titer information should
include the spatial relationships, physical characteristics (decoratiaste, and
color); and the artifacts associated with the buried pot(s) and the pagsement
(Ogundiran 2000)This, he claimed woulbelp to differentiate potsherd pavements
that served utilitarian domestic architectural purposes from those that funagtioned

religious and ritual contexts

Based on their distribution mainlyithin areas known as ancient urban centres in
Yorubéaland, these potsherd pavements have been understood to be urban markers
in pre-colonial Yorubaland. Agbaj@Villiams (1995: 28)dentifiesthe construction

of pavementss a marker of the zenith of Yorubaltrebecause it is an involved

and timeconsuming activity, which marks a level of sophistication in the culture
concernedHe further suggested that it is possible that potsherd pavements were
constructed to limit soil erosioithe oral tradition in lldfe connects the emergence

of potsherd pavements in Yorubaland to arfdefemalequeenknown as Luwo,

who commanded her people to construct this feature to avoid her robe getting dirty
from the mud (Ogunfolakan 2009). It has been suggested that potshemtepts/e

are likely indicators of strong political influence in the past (Aghvdjiiams

1995).

1.4. Research questions and objectives

With a broader view to elucidating the sogualitical processes that accounted for
the material culture record of llorat a regional scale, this doctoral research set out

to investigate several specific questions:

i Can the nature and scope of iatemnd/or intercultural interactions between
llorin and her neighbours be inferred from the archaeological and ethnohistorical
data?

1 What information can be established on past spoldical, cultural, and
economic processes as well as the chronology of early human occupation in
Yorubéland through archaeological pottery typology and radiocarbon dating at

llorin?
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1 Whatadditional information can be obtained on the nature and composition of
the distribution of surface material culture and features, in particular potsherd
pavements at the Okesuna site in llorin?

1 How does the study and interpretation of #rehaeological material culture
from llorin, especially pottery, complement or/challenge the current picture derived
from research elsewhere in Yorubaland, especially given the increasing focus on

frontier areas rather than the wkown urban centres?

To this end, the archaeologieabrk centred around the following objectives:

1 To conduct a systematic surface survey of previously known and newly
identified sites, documenting artefact scatters and features, to create a
comprehensive record of surfacetaeology, including potsherd pavements.

1 Tocarry out archaeological excavations to enable the recovery of archaeological
remains from securely stratified contexts, including samples for radiometric dating,
and to examine the stratigraphic sequence.

1 To define the first typology of archaeology ceramics ofltben areg based on
stratified finds.

1 To compare the llorin assemblage, in particular pottery, with that of
neighbouringareasin Yorubaland and beyondnd with preseriday ceramic

production in llorin.

1.5. Theoretical framework

To understand the settlement of llorin and pertinent spoltdical developments

within the cultural historical context of the Yoruba region prior to tHeckdtury,

this thesidraws on several sets of theoretical thinking. Frontier theories and peer
polity interactions both offer producti
with its neighbours, while the material culture that forms evidence for such
relations, andiat emerges from the archaeological work, is approached via the lens

of thechaine opératoire

l gor Kopytoffds (1987) African I nternal

study, as it pertains to demographic shift and-réaching socigolitical
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development on frontiers. Kopytoff suggested that the history of the African
continent was marked by frequent fissions and movements of groups as people left
their communities to create a new life elsewhere. New social groups emerged
following the reorgangtion of the political order which took place due to the
successive immigration of various populations, and such processes of ethnogenesis
occurred at local or internal frontiers, within and among communities of people of

different origins.

Onekeyfeature n Kopytoffdos model 1is the notior
produced by the metropoles, and that internal frontiers emerge in politically
unrestricted areas, where intruding settlers act and create new societies on their
own, some of which mighéad to the emergence of new polities and identifieis

theory has influenced many African archaeolog{gteru 2006; Barros 2012;

Haour 2013 MacEachern 2001; Mcintosh 1999; Ogundiran 2002012,
Robertshaw 1994; Usman 2012hcluding those researching the Yorubaland

region, in thinking about mechanisms and processes of -potial
developments in frontisrof centreand how these processes are reflected in the
material record through space and time, especially in the periodipribe 19'

century when historical records are scarce

Indeed, the history of preseday Yoruba society is, in common with that of many
other groupscharacterised by population movements of many kinds and scales,
undertaken for political, economic, oeligious reasons or simply for personal
adventure. In line with this, migration is an important part of llorin history, and
people trace their origins to different cultural backgrounds, with the migration of
various Yoruba and nevioruba groups under vais circumstances. It is expected
that this would have ramifications for the process of community formation,
development of polity and attendant social relations in the town, especially in terms

of materialcultural implications in the archaeological reator

Similar to the conceptf the AfricanFr ont i er thesi s i1 s James
6zomi ab. Scot t the 2nbabitnts ob aamia endy consish of

runaway, fugitive, or shatter, marooned communities who have been fleeing the
oppression of ste authoritiesin terms of slavery, conscription, taxes, corvée

l abour, epi demi cs, and warfare. He prop
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social practices were structured to build resistance against any form of state
infiltration, development, or poe r . While Scottds study w
diverse groups of peoples who lived in an extensive verydlighde frontier zone

of Southeast Asia, a coll aborative rese
gl obal hi st o r2020)sakbwed r@extd eaplock itsZapplicAbility to the

region of llorin which, as mentioned above, was marked by multiple migrations
(Owoseni forthcoming). As such, it is hoped thatonsideratiomf these theories

of African Fontiers and zomia would help to answer questions on whether early

llorin area can be considered a frontieaamia

Another concept considered in this thasithe model of peepolity interaction
proposed by Renfrew and Cherry (1986). As in the case oftKkopy f 6 s f r ont
model, the peepolity interaction model examines issues of regional interactions
and change, but it is grounded in the understanding that societies or polities can
interact and share similar featuteg also be autonomous from one anothather

than experience relations of dominance and subordin&ltdrough over time, one

unit may become dominant over the others, the earlier phases are characterised by
relative equality. The concept of pgaolity interaction is intended to designéte

full range of interchange taking place including imitation and emulation,
competition, warfare, and the exchange of material goods and of information
between autonomous social political units situated within a single geographical
region, or in some cas more widely. Renfrew and Cherry (198&)Iposited that

these sociapolitical units, though they may share common features or culanes,

often fiercely independent and competitive and do not exist in isolation.

Indeed, the idea of the Yorub& commity of practice developed recently by
Ogundiran (2020a) draws on many themes whbiosscutthose raised by Renfrew

and Cherry and Kopytoff. In understanding the concept of the Yoruba community

of practice, Ogundiran (2020a: 7, 108) advances the iddseebi fraternity, an

idiom of filial relationship that he suggests has its root in the ideolotheéfouse

society characterised by formalised political institutions headed Ipyiest

chieftain which he suggests may date back to what he temdseaar | y f or mat
periodd@mindlemai um CE. I n | i neObaygmi h Ogu
(1976) had earlierproposedthat it appears thaturing this period,sometime
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between 500 and 80CE at lle-lfe, political institutions regarded as village
comgdexes began to form loose associations or confederacies. These loose
associations or confederacies are headed by village headisstchieftainserving

on their administrative and religious counddl¢mola 1992;Usmanand Falola
2019).

As suchOgundiran (2020a: 108) refutes the general opinion of scholars thit lle
was the original place of departure for the Yoruba people, or key to the development
of significant sociepolitical processes within the Yoruba region. He asgat the
kingdomsand citystates that populated the Yorub4 community of practice were
not a loose formation of polities with a shared loyalty, nor were they brought under
a single government in one historical event (Ogundiran 2020al 100 Evidence

of the diverse skilland specialisations of Hée type of copper alloy, sculptures,

iron products, terracotta, architectural innovations (especially the use of potsherd
pavement and ceramic discs) were a result of input from diverse groups and cultural
identities from diffeent part of the surrounding regiof@gundiran 2020a) (Figure

1.6). As such, the lldfe confederacy and by extension many areasosfibaland

at this period were loose political institutions with no centralised government,
powerful king, or urban capitalvhich suggest an early stage of seoaditical

development (Usmaand Falola2019).

This early formative period sets the pace for an understanditageohistorical
processesThesec al | ed ¢ Cl a ¥worlibélaadwhichsmannedat: 110 f

to 15" centuries, was characterised by the emergence of a centralised political
system, the development of crowns and shell beads, and the prodfcsiimme
figurines, lifesize naturalist terracotta sculptures,lags beads and potsherd
pavements (Agbaj@Villiams 1983; Eyo 1974; Garlake 1974, 1977; Obayemi 1976;
Ogundiran 2000, 2002b; Ogunfolakan 2009; Willet 1960a, 19@@undiran
(2020a) proposed that the Yoruba community of praafdhis Qassical period

had itsroot in the early formative peripdndcanbe understood and conceptualised
based on this ideology. This suggests that the area known today as Ilorin might have
formed part of an early autonomous segdaitical unitin Yorubalandgcontributing

to thedevelopment ofthe laterlle-Ife regional etwork due to itproximity to the

larger River Niger area
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(Redrawn from Ogundiran 2020a: 113)

In approaching the material culture that can form evidence for such relations and
6community of practicebo, and that emerg
the principle of thechaine opératoirgalso known as operational or technical
processes). Itially advanced by André Lerg@bourhan (1964), the concept was

further promoted by otheresearchersuch asCresswell (1982, 1990Dobres

(2009, Dobres and Hoffman(1994), Gosselain(1999, 2000,2009 2018,

Lemannier (1976, 1993)andSillar andTite (2000). This concept is considered here

since a major part of this doctoral work is the analysis of the archaeological ceramic
assemblage of the Okesuna quarter of llorin, which coreidstylistic,

morphological and technological approaches.

Thechane opératoirenas been described as the different stages of production from
the acquisition of raw material to the final product. The notion here is that
manufacturers make certain choices in the production processes which are driven
by the technological culture withiheir social groupsand are reflected in the raw

materials, tools and techniques ugBsbres 2009Roger2012 Sillar and Tite
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2000). By identifying the most frequently recurring of these choices made
throughout the technical sequence, the archaeoisdisen provided with insights

into the characteristics of the technical traditions of the social group under study,
through variationsn their material culture attributes (Sillar and Tite 2000). This
approach differs from some typological approaches hluoncentrate on the
finished product and not the entire process, and it has been useful in understanding
the role of human choices or behaviours providing insights into -$ecimical

systems, gender and technology (d.gmonnier 1993 Pfaffenberger 192).

This approach has been applied to the study of various types of material culture,
such as metal and lithics, but has been most especially deployed in the study of
ceramics from both archaeological and ethnograpluontexts The concept,
methods ad applications have evolved progressively over many years and are
widely used in the study of archaeological ceranfizobres 2010Dobres and
Hoffman 1994 Gosselain 200%4aour 2003). The idea here is that, by dividing the
operational sequence oéramic production into separate stages, archaeologists can
consider the technical choices or patterns of behaviour of the potters at each stage
(Sillar and Tite 2000)This approach marks a shift in archaeological ceramic studies
towards more social appohes (Pikiayi 1999,2007), complementing studies that
formulated typologies based on style and form, generally reflecting cultural
historical frameworks (Willey and Sabloff 1980), or those that viewed ceramics
styles as communication tools serving as mron of identity and carrying
information about social groups and boundari¢sginon 1992Wiessner 1989).

New approaches to the application of dmaine opératoireoncept have emerged
which have led tdiverse discourses about archaeological ceraeubnblogy.
These include ethnoarchaeological studibsvid and Kramer 2001Hegmon
2000; Longacre et al. 1991; Roux 2003; Stark 2003), the social dynamics of
technology and anthropology (Gosselain 19%dtlick 2004; Stark 1998)
significance of ceramic material analysis to technology (Berg 200king
ceramic technology to manufacture techniqiasbfes 2010Gosselain 199Rice
1987;Rye 1981; Stark et al. 2000an der Leeuw 197%6and ceramic production

and manufacturegroucherand WynneJones200§ Livingstone 2000).

20



Although the early trend in Yoruba archaeological ceramic studies mainly applied
the typological systematic approadhgbajeWilliams 1995;Eyo 1974; Garlake
1974, 1977; Ogunfolakan 200@Qgundiran 200020022, 2002k Shaw 1978
Willett 196(), this is however changings archaeologists attempt to approach
ceramic studies holistically with the application of decoratrmoyphology,and
technological analysise(g.,Aleru 2000b;2006 Babalola 2016Ige et al. 2009).
Thepresent doctoral research places itself within this more recent vein of study and

the concept o€haine opératoirés useful in this regard.

1.6. Thesis Structure

The thesis is structured into seven chapters with relevant raw data provided in
appendices. The present chapter has introduced the doctoral project, setting out the
background to the research and highlighting its aims and objectives as well as the

theoretical frameworkexamined

Chapter Two sets out the geographical and historicidgsaund of llorin. The first
section outlines the areads geographica
and vegetation. The second part of the chapter provides an overview of the historical
sources relating to llorin history and the challengeseaching back to periods

beyond the past two or three centuries. This is then followed by the general
historical background of llorin whicldiscusses he ar eads traditi

migration history, and political and soes@onomic history.

Chapter Thee presents the archaeological survey carried out within the Okesuna
llorin area This presents the objectives and methodology employed in the survey

work, and discusses the sites recorded.

Chapter Four outlines the excavations carried out within Okd&umra The units
excavated are presented in turn, discussing reasons for their excavation, and
presenting the stratigraphy, material culture and radiocarbon dates resulting from

this work.

Chapter Five presents the ceramic assemblage from excavationudades
collection, focusing on decoration, morphology and technological attributes to
provide a systematic description of the material.
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Chapter Six discusses the analysis of other finds resulting ternwork These
include beads, metal tools, lithicstilised sherds, a pot stand and unidentified
materials. The faunal remains, which include shell and animal bone and teeth, are

also discussed.

Chapter Seven concludes the thesis by summarising and synthesising the main
results and addressing its conttiba to our understanding of the archaeology and
history of the llorin areaf Yorubalandandof West Africa more broadly. Finally,

it outlines future research directions in the archaeology of the llorin area and

northern Yorubaland more widely.
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Chapter 2: llorin: Geographical and Historical background

2.1 Introduction .

This chapter sets out the geographical and historical background of the city of llorin,
outlining the areads environment al sett
geology and drainage, soil and vegetation within the context of the wider region of
northern Yorubdaland. The second aspect which is the historical background of the
area entails an overview of llorin within the context of regional spoldical

formations up to the century. This entails a review of its traditions of origin,
migration history, political and socieconomic history, as derived from written and

oral traditional sources. Finally, previous archaeological research in the larger

Yoruba area is discussed.

2.2. Geographical background

2.2.1. Location

llorin, currently the caipal of Kwara State, Nigeria forms part of the larger llorin
Emirate system which took root in the@&ntury. The city is situated in the centre
of the Emirate in the northcentral zone of prestayt Nigeria Danmole 1980
HermonHodge 1929). llorin was also part of precolonial northgomubaland
within the Ekun Osi region of the Oyo empifdermonrHodge 1929;Johnson
1921;Law 1977;Usman 2012fFigure 2.1).
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Located at latitude®®? 4 6 Nor P86 @niboiBth an06Eas’i ande
36° East, llorin, which occupies an area of c. 108kis built on low hills in the
environmental zone betweehet deciduous woodland of the south and dry open
savanna of the north, towards the River Niggadi et al 2011Jimoh 2003.

The advant ages whi ch 'l orinds l ocati on
development through time up to the™@entury and onwards cannot be
overemphasised. Indeed, its location has been regarded as one of the significant
factors that contributed to its growth and prosperity prior to tieckéatury and

onwar ds. 'l orinds | ocat i e@ldQyodndidlosetot he s
Niger River crossing places is argued to have contributed immensely to its
development as a significant entrepot situated on major trade routes, and benefitting
from trade, migration, and diverse cultural exchanges stretching batiwaods

and southwards to trat®aharan trade and traAlantic networks (Danmole 1980;
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Faluyi 1995006 He a r Ojd 893Kuba (2009) has suggested that since the
political centres of the Oyempire, (of which the area known today as llorin forms
a pat), were quite close to the River Niger, they were likely important beneficiaries

of the Niger trade even prior to the establishment of Islam in the area.

Additionally, earlyEuropearaccounts also attest to these facts. William Clarke, an
American evangelist, declared during his travels in Yorubaland between 1854 and
1858 that 'l orin 1is Aone of the great
commercial emporium of all the southernddn and of this part of the western
coasto (Atanda 1972). Anot her European
di scussed the role of Ilorinds internat
il ast town on the way t o,id,ArpolicTons,sand wher
Egypt arrived. The Hausa bring burnouses, red tarbushes, natron from Lake Chad,
essences, silks of special design, and other articles, in exchange for which they get

all the European products imported by the English from the to@ The mai n
articles which the Hausa obtain in the llorin market are [Cowrie] shells, then
gunpowder and guns, as wel | as brandy w
O6Hear 1994: 258).

By the mid19" century, the size and frequency of caravans oplgeand goods

crossing the River Niger to and from llorin were significant, continuing after
colonial takeover by the British in 1901
apparently contributed to its emergence as part of a regional economicalcultu

social, and political network that connected it to the larger Yorubaland area, most
especially the Old Oyo region, up to the earl{ ¢8ntury. By the early 20century,

motor roads are reported to radiate to major important cities from llorin:-sesh

to OgbomosoNew Oyo, Ibadan and Lagos; northwest to Igbeti; northeast to Jebba

and north and south to Ondo state (Herrhimuge 1929).

2.2.2. Climate and rainfh

The climate of llorin is marked by both wet and dry seasons, in common with other
areas of northern Yorubaland. According to Usman (2012), the rainy season for
northern Yorubéland can be subdivided into two periods of heavy and light rain,
the heavy rais occurring from April through to July, and the light rains from
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August through to October. This rainy season is marked by average temperatures
of 25°C to 30C and annual precipitation of 1000 mm to 1500 mm. The dry season,
commencing in late October afidishing in late March, is characterised by mean
temperatures of 38 to 34C (Ajadi et al 2011).

Relative humidity at llorin in the wet season is between 75% to 80% while in the
dry season it is about 65% (Ajadi et2011). Certain economic activitgein llorin

and northern Yorubaland more generally were determined by the climatic
conditions For instance, hunting was mainly carried out in February, the reaping
of cotton started in January, while other crops were also cultivated depending on
the suitable time of the month, and weeding was carried out continuously
throughout the rainy season (Hermidndge 1929240).

2.2.3 Geology and drainage

The general geology of the area of northern Yorubaland is the Precambrian
basement rock and as such tloeih area belongs to this geologic complex rock of
southwestern Nigeria occurring east of the West African Craton (Obini and
Omietimi 2020 Usman 201 (Figure 2.2) Northern Yorubaland is made up of
plains and hills with elevations ranging from 3830915 m (Buchanan and Pugh
1958). In or near the towns where some of these hills occur, mostly as inselbergs or
rocky outcrops, they are used by women for drying and grinding corn, cassava or
other farm products. During his journey in northern Yorubéalankari9' century,
Clapperton observed women grinding corn in rock hollows on top of(Billece
Lockhart and Lovejoy 2005)The elevation on the western end of the llorin area
varies from 273n to 333m above sea level while the elevation of dastern end,
varies from 273m to 364m, and the highest point, known 8sbi hill, has an
elevation of 394n above sea level (Ajadi et. &011). Today, some of these hills

in llorin are in use for other functions including religious purposes.
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The northern Yorubaland area is crossed by both perennial and seasonal rivers.
These include Oyun, Asa, Imoru, Osin, Oyi, Awere, Oro, Mimi, Awan and a host
of others (Usman 2012). These rivers flow into the Niger River, the main and only
navigable river irthe area. llorin is mainly drained by the Asa River which flows

in a southnorth direction and is a tributary of Awan River which flows into the
River Niger west of JebbaElphinstone 192, HermonHodge 1929). The
tributaries of the Asa River include tiAduko, Amule, Alalubosa, Osere, Foma
streams and the Okuivers (Ajadi et al2011; Kolawole et al2011). The Okun

River flows through the Okesuna llorin area on the southern end.

2.2.4. Soil and Vegetation

The soils of llorin are reported to be easy to farm and are mainly loamy with sodium
(Ajadi et al 2011) which many have accounted for the culiorabf various kinds
of crops and plants in the vicinity up to theé"l@ntury. According to Hermen
Hodge (1929), the llorin farmer must be considered very successful in supplying
the food requirements of the larger area and he reported the cultivatoopsf

27



such as yam, cassava, maize, vegetables, guinea corn, sweet potatoes, kola nuts,

groundnut, palm oil and cotton, some of which were also produced for export to

other regions in the south and north. Both the climate and soil of llorin support the
growth of cereal crops (Ajadi et.&011).
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Figure 2.3. Vegetation of Nigeria showing llarin

Some of the soils are clayey, and the abundance of these raw materials contributed

to the development of the pottemyaking industry in llorin by the 1®century
(Ani f owose 19 8Willett 1@68b) anaindustly @h&t3vas reported to

have

been in existence in the a2083a pri o

Usman 2012)Of the pottersin llorin in the 19" century,Gerhard Rohlfs pointed

out
t he

Due

t hat
art

t o

At hey are al moabdesSesga, gwokmbw as t h
of bronzing :g®t so (Veer and OO6H

its location within the guinea

domnated by the derived savanna type and as such comprises tall grasses
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interspersed with scattered trees and shrubs (Ajadiz@Hl)(Figure 2.3) Grasses

in the area include spear grass, elephant grass and goat weed to a height of 3.5m.
Economic trees ral shrubs include shea buttevitgllaria paradoxg, acacia
(Acacia sp.), and locust beanPd&rkia clappertoniany palm tree [Elaeis
guineensiy baobab Adansonia digitatg) bamboo Qxytenanthera abyssinifa
bdsam Daniellia oliveri), mahogany Khaya senegalens)s teak Ficus vogelii)

and silk cotton Typha australiy (Ajadi et al 2011, HermonHodge 19290tukoko

2014 Usman 2012). As pointed out by Usman (2012), the pretgntegetation

of the area is a result of human activity includingdlaultivation, cattle grazing,

and annual bush burning.

Northern Yorubdaland is also known for its abundant game resources: red monkey
(Erythrocebus patgs giant rat Cricetomys gambianlis grasscutter cane rat
(Thryonomys swinderianys waterbuck Kobus @fassy roan antelope
(Hippotragus equinug, warthog Phacochoerus aethiopicys spotted hyena
(Crocuta Crocutg, wild dog (ycaon pictusand bushbucKlragelaphusscriptug
(Usman 2012). Indeed, it has been reportedahatherfactor contributing tohte

early occupation of the llorin area was the abundant resources for hiienmmga(

Hodge 1929; Hogben and Ku®&reene 1966Johnson 1921; Lloyd 1971). It was
assumed that a part of the llorin area known in the pa€ikasErin meaning
Ahuntingl ephaeantod, was named after an e
(HermonHodge 1929: 63; Hogben and Kitkreene 1966: 285).

Generally, the occupation of the diverse people in llorin has been attributed to the
conducive geographical environment fearious economic activities such as
hunting, farming and subsequently induced permanent residency (Danmole 1980;
Hogben and KirkGr eene 196 6; Johnson 1921, OO0 H¢
Usman 2012). The openness of the area would have contributed to freanataoht
communication of peopl e, goods, t deas
watered landscape would have favoured farming activities. Furthermore, trade and
associated businesses, craft production and Islamic evangelism were also facilitated
through a series of migration and contacts within the area (Danmole D9B@:t

al. 1965 HermonrHodge 1929; Jimoh 1994; Omoiya &)1These social activities
associated with the development of markets, craft specialisations, cultural affinities

29



and ideobgies dictated the settlement pattern of the area up to theetfiury
(Jimoh 1994; Omoiya 2013; Sulu 1953).

2.3 Historical background

llorin's historical background will be examined within the context of traditions of
origin, migration history and itg€onnection to the larger Yorubaland area, in
particular the Old Oyo region, located 60 km northwest of llorin today (see Chapter
1). This is to examine the historically informed assumption that Ilorin was an Oyo
provincial town prior to the early ¥&cenury (see Chapter 1). This section firstly
outlines the various sources of llorin history after which the challenges of

understanding unwritten Il orinbés histor

assessment of the various myths surrounding llomditions of origin. The
peopling of llorin will then be discussed within the two chronological frameworks
presented by Elphinstone (1921), which defines the periods prior to'tlverd@iry

as the prerulani phase of llorin or the rise of the Yoruba naticand the early 19
century period as that of the rise of the Fulani dynasty. The place of the Okesuna

area in llorin history is then highlighted

2.3.1 Sources for llorin history

As earlier pointed outllorin historical epistemologies atargely based on oral
traditions and written sources. Generally, these sources incliideafiry writers

and European travellers such as Hugh Clapperton and Richard Lander, William
Clarke, and Gerhard Rohlfs (Atanda 19BtucelLockhart and Lovejoy 2005
Hogben and KirkGreene 1966Law 1977;Smith 1976;Smith 1986; Veer and
Ob6Hear 1994) , coloni al of ficers such
1921; HermonrHodge 1929)Arabic sources (attributed to one lkokoro), and other
historical works by local and other historians and anthropolodistsriole 1980,
1984; Forde 1962jimba 1981;Jimoh 1994 Johnson 1921; Lloyd 19706 He a r
1983 Smith 1986 Sulu 1953. The significance ohiese sources lies in the fact that
they outline various accounts of political, social and economic developments that
occurred in llorin mainlyby the 19" century onwards. Unfortunately, historical
accounts of llorin prior to the ¥9century are fragmenta and relatively

uninformative Danmole 1984 Elphinstone 192, HermonrHodge 1929;Jimoh
30
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1994; Johnson 1921t loyd 1971; Otukoko 2014 Sulu 1953. This fragmentary
information on the period prior to the8entury alludes to the migration history
of early settlers, the settlement formation into four seikependent communities,
their contribution to the fall of the Oyampire, internal crisis prior to the formation
of llorin, and the processes that ledlte emergence of the llorin Emirate

The lack of adequate historical accounts for the period prior to theetfury has

been acknowledged by many scholars (Elphinstone 1921: 11; Hétouge 199:

63; Hogben and KidGreene 1966: 283) and has raisedew fcontroversies
pertaining to the settlement history of
2015; Omoiya 2013; Otukoko 2014). However, these historical accounts which are
classified under oral traditional and written accounts will now be exanongain

insights into settlement soemlitical history of llorin. This is not to say that there

IS no overlap between these two sources of llorin history as both still contain

reflections of the recordersdé viewpoint

2.3.2 Historical accounts

While most accounts on the early history of llorin are already in written forms, these
accounts rely to a degree on oral traditions. In addition, a range of sources, discuss
the 19" century,but one must differentiate between those which are based on firs
hand observations (e.g., Hughes Clapperton, Richard Lastett Macfie,
Gerhard Rohlfs, William Clarkand Ajayi Crowther) and later secondary and
colonial accounts (e.gDanmole 1980Elphinstone 1921; Forde 196Rermon

Hodge 1929; Hogben and Ku®&reene 1966;Johnson 1921taw 1977;Lloyd
1971; OO6Hear 10I81®53. Smi th 1986

2.3.2.1. llorin history based on first hand observations

The earliest mention of llorin has been attributed to the European travellers, Hugh
Clapperton and Richaildander (Smith 1986). These travellers mentioned llorin in
the early 19 century during their exploration of the River Niger from the Guinea
coast through Yorubaland to Sokoto between 1825 and 1827 (Akinjogbin 1980;
BruceLockhart and Lovejoy 2005; Smitt9&6). Although they did not visit llorin,

their accounts were connected to the political crises between Old Oyo and llorin

31



and other dissented settlements within Yorubaland, and later in 1830, following
Clappertonds deat h, wh eThispeaod eiecidedwiths i t e d
the rise of the Fulani dynasty in llorin which is discussed later in this chapter. Other
European and American travellers who visited and wrote the history of the area in

the 19" century include Revs. T. Bowen, W.H. Clarke, Campbell, Mischlich, P.

W. Dwyer,andcer hard Rohl fs (Atanda 1972, Dann
and O6Hear 1994).

During his visit to Yorubaland between 1854 and 1858, Willi&in Clarke

provided a description of the settlement characteristilerin, which include the

settlement pattern and architecture (for instance, the city gates and the rectangular
mud houses with thatch). As previously mentioned, Clarke pointed out the extent

of ITlorindéds trade net wor dstentredotd & nentialf y i n g
Africa (Atanda 1972). Some nine years,
llorin between 1865 and 1867, during his tour of Yorubaland and West Africa (Veer

and OO6Hear 1994). Hi s reportofprtolve deidt
settlement pattern and activities. Echoing Clarke, Rohlfs remarked on the highly
prosperous trade and craft centres of |
are very skilful in all craftsotetye it |
production and cheese production (Veer
llorin city wall, which was still standing at the time, was poorly maintained and that

the city was al most round or rather pol
Rohlfsfurther provided information on the settlement population which he claimed

to be made up of 60,000 to 70,000 residents not counting the temporary settlers
such as traders or carriers of mer chanc
noted that these aaaots were focused on the general happenings within llorin

during the times of these visits.

2.3.2.2 llorin history based on later secondary and colonial accounts

The avail abl e | ociel Ikokorosl®1d; rSullal9s3pmaimlg c o u nt
focused on the #9century period of llorin history, although referring scantily to

the earlier settlement in the ard&eir accounts contain some valuable information

on the political and social situations of the area prior to thecEdtury. The

information includes the activities of the early settlers of the region, their migration
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rout es, and their possible attraction t
to be the most widely referenced source on the history of llorin as his historical
acount was one of the earliest from the area (Danmole 1980, 1984; OR®&bho

Al t hough k n o wkokor@Talif andh eritteA briginally in the Arabic

language (as the author was a local Islamic scholar and historian), this account was
later translaté into English and published asNew Arabic History of llorin
(Danmol e 1980, 1984) . Though I kokorods
development of the llorin emirate in the'@entury, as a prelude his account,

provided information on the early fets of llorin.

Suludés (1953) account i's also valwuabl e
foundation of llorin in relation to the migration of the early settlers, the formation

of llorin polity and the various developments in the area up teatyg 19" century.

Regarding the Okesuna llorin area, the focus of the present doctoral work, his
account mentioned the area as an early settlement and that their leader was
Solagberu, an Islamic cleric and migrant (Sulu 1953). Although some account
(Jimah 1994) suggested that Solagberu was the founder of the site, it is clear from
Suludéds (1953) narrative that Okesuna wa
According to Sul1953:1)i I n due ¢ o u agbeeuarrivdsain llbria,;andS o |

he put up at Okesuna. o Additionally, or:
that there were existing occupations, even of some Islamic clerics before the arrival

of Solagberu (Appendi%). However, it is generally esibshed that his arrival laid

the foundation for the emergence of Islamic religion in the area and the larger llorin.

British colonial r Buffietdak 1965 ElpHinstone E9R1s 6 a c c
Hogben and KirkGreene 1966; HermeHodge 1929) providexpanded versions

of available information on the early history of the llorin. Their accounts which

were obtained either from early writings, oral history, and personal observations,
described some aspects ahdeventsehblgdéodhp!| e 6 s
rise of the Fulani dynasty in the"18entury as well as the developments to which

they bore witness.

Other important accounts here are those written by various writers of Yoruba
history since the T9century. One of the most important eaatycounts is Samuel

J o h n sHstorg af the Yorubgsfirst published in 1921. Others include Forde
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(1962), Akinjogbin (1971, 1980), Lloyd (1971), Mortdviilliam (1976), Obayemi
(1976), Law (1977), Smith (1986) and Akintoye (2010). Their accounts mainly
focus on the socipolitical and economic developments within Yorubaland, with
emphasis on the Oyempire. Their works also grovide clues to the possible
influence of the Old Oyo kingdom on its outlying regions including llorin and vice
-versa. For example, Forde (1962) suggests that the Yoruba community in llorin is
culturally connected t®Ild Oyo, and a a result adopted similar ways of life in
architecture, religion, dress, and economic activities. These accounts also
emphasise mainly the possible economic interactions of Old Oyo with its
surrounding area, pointing out the various trade routes thatdsas trade links
between llorin and Old Oyo. The trade routes that converge in llorin to various
directions include ljebwde, Abeokuta, ljaye, Eruwa, Iseyin, new Oyo and
Ogbomoso, the southwestern region of Nigeria during these peA&adgogbin
1980;Law 1977, O6bHear 1983). Trade routes
the Niger River crossing areas such as Jebba were said to have been available,
linking Old Oyo to other commercial centres in and across the Yoruba borders
(Danmole 1980; Johnson 1921w 1977).

Old Oyo was a major Yoruba kingdom located in the northcentral part of present
day Nigeria which developed into a major urban complex between frenti21 %'
centuries (Ajayi 1974; Akinjogbin 1980; Jimoh 1921; Johnson 1921; Law 1977;
Morton-William 1976; Smith 1986; Usman 2012Ry the 17" century, the Old
Oyo kingdom became the capital of its empire, the @ypire which rose to
become one of the largest empires ever in the history of the tropical forests and
grasslands of West Africa sdubf the Niger (Akinjogbin 1980; Akintoye 2010;
Law 1977; Smith 1986). Ol d Oyods expans
portion of the Yorubaland (including llorin) and n¥rubaland such as the Nupe,
Bariba, and Dahomey in the wake of its territbeigpansion between the 1 &nd
18" centuries (Akinjogbin 1980; Jimoh 1994; Johnson 1921; Law 1977; Lloyd
1971; Omoiya 203; Smith 1986; Usman 2012; Willett 1978and eventually the
establishment of an avenue of control as far as the coast ermadied it to derive
advantage from the Atlantic slave trade (Peel 2000: 512). By theetury, Old
Oyo was still the major power in southern Nigeriavealther, stronger and
territorially very much larger than any other Yoruba area sudhtedfe, Ekiti,
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liebu, and Onde- before its eventual collapse and abandonment in 18wi(
1974; Akinjogbin 1980; Akintoye 2010; Law 1973mith 1986)

Other sources of llorin history include recent research works of historians (i.e.,
Danmole 1980; Jimba 1981imoh 199406 Hear 198 3; Omoiya 20
historically relateddisciplines such as archaeology and anthropology (Allsworth

Jones 1996; Beier 1980; Fatunsin 1992; Usman ; 204ttt 196, 1973. The

recent research works by historians on llorindglto the fact that prior to and since
thel¥cent ur vy, Il orinds geographical | ocat
1980;Jimoh 1994006 He a r Onlo®aB2B13Reichmuth1995 | | or i ndés | o
between the north of the River Niger, and south towagedcbast, stimulated the

migration of diverse cultural groups such as the Yoruba, Hausa, Fulani, and Kanuri
with their associated professions, i dea:
(1983) work on the economic history of llorin in thé"Ehd20" centuries alludes

to the fact that various professional migrants from these cultural groups settled in

'l orin. O6Hear (1983) states that S 0me
farmers, potters, blacksmiths, cloth weavers, pottery makers, baesrsnwood
carvers, rope makers and traders which
of the human economic composition of 11
above and points out that their migration into llorin must have bbguhe 17"

century or earlier. Omoiya (2013) asserts that as early as this period, Hausa migrants
brought articles such as cows, hides and skin and slaves, among other goods, for

exchange with items such as Kola nut, palm olil, textile materials and salt.

J i mo h®saccbouhtProvides a general historical background of llorin from the

period of its association with Old Oyo. His account outlined general and specific
developments in various significant settlements within Ilorin including the Okesuna
areawherehetonce d on the settlementds developr
early 19cent ur y. However, no aspects of the
menti oned. Danmol ebds (1980) wor k was bz
within the area during the Fulani @ate period of the 19 century and the

processes that led to the development prior to this tivteas been argued that

several political, and economic alliances between the elites of llorin (including

Solagberyuthe assumed founder of Okesuna area)thadrading centres to the
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north of River Niger and south to the coast prior to and during theetfiury, may

have resulted from their interest in certain trade items such as slaves and other
exotic goods for example horses, cowrie shell and lantaadsk@anmole 1980;
Johnson 1921; Law 1 Omadiya 200dVrreeearr aln9d8 30Q 06 Hle!
1994).

Research works by anthropologists and archaeologists working on Old Gie, lle

and their hinterlands, some of which include Igbomina, dl@saand Ipapelle
(AgbajeWilliams 1989;Aleru 1993, 1998, 2000a200M, 2006; Fatunsin 1992;
Ogundiran 2000 Ogundiran and Agbaj®Villiams 2017 Usman 2012;Willett

196Qa, 1960b;1973 reveal the rajectories and processes of social complexities
within Yorubéaland prior to the 19century, and how these processes transformed
the various settlements which were studied. These sources are integral to this study
as they set the groundwork for the archaeological study of llorin. These studies
provide relevant information for the undenstling of the possible soepmwlitical
relationship which llorin may have shared with the wider region of the
YorubdlandF o r i n st a nl@6éb; 19AR)i aichaeotogicél nvestigations of

Old Oyo pottery and ethnographic studies of llorin modkay ttery which
suggest, that the pottery industry of Old Oyo was transferred to llorin after the
collapse of the former in the earlyentury is an example that calls for the need

to carry out archaeological studies foellorin area Wi | | el) as€edion( 1 96 0
was based on the similarity betweedernl | or i n6s Ipdtteryakd and r
pott er,atheachdeaogical assemblages excavateddtd@yo, which

were radiocarbomlated to between the %3and 14" centuries, from charcoal
sample Althoughthis couldbe true for the preseqtay llorin pottery industrythe

same cannot be said the period prior to the 19century at Okesunkorin. This

is basedon the oral information obtained from lloriwhich indicates that the
occupation that produced the archaeological remains including the pottery tradition
at Okesunadlorin is urconnectedo the presentlay potterf llorin. In addition,

the stylistic pattern of potsherd pavements at thensiteh is edgelaid is different

from those found at Old Oysite which is flatlaid. Generally, achaeological
investigationof Yoruba hinterlands lsarevealed various clues on their possible

interactions with the larger centres.
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2.4. Challenges of llorinprehistorical epistemology

Several reasons have been postulated for the lack of adequate historical accounts of
llorin and northern Yorubaland more generally, prior to th& déntury.l | or i nd's
locationat the extreme northern end of the Yorobgioncontributed to its neglect

as the region was regarded as unaffected by the regional Yorubgebtal

processes that gave rise to large state polities such as OloyG@ly® 13" century
(Elphinstone 192, Obayemi 1976; Usman 2012). As a resiltyas pointed out

that northern Yorubalantinterland and how they are connected to the large
centres are less understood (MofWiliams 1976; Obayemi 1976; Usman 2005,

2012). Obayemi (1976) statthat it was not until the fall of Old Oyo that the gBc

political and economic significance ddld Oy o0 0 s outlying regi
development of th€®yo empire came to be know®ldOy o6 s r el ati onst
other inland neighbours to the north such as the Nupe and Bariba groups is equally
poorly defined (Ajayil974; MortonWilliam 1967; Smith 1986). In addition, the

lack of written sources, as well as scarce archaeological evidence, also account for

these shortcomings (Usman 2012).

Early archaeological studies were only concerned with large centres, mostly
captals of states and cigtatesuch as Old Oyo and Ife, Benin, at the expense of
smaller ones (Ogundiran 2082 Usman 2012). These ancient centres are
characterised by enormous palace complexes and/or expansive earthwork systems,
monumental structures, mai§icent artworks, exotic materials, powerful political
institutions, and welbrganised war machines (Obayemi 1976: 208; Usman 2012).
This is coupled with the fact that these large centres organised and integrated
corporate groups, towns, and villagesiathetwork of regional hierarchies (Chouin
2013; Connah 1975; Darling 1984; Ifemesia 1965; Obayemi 1$tier and
Darling 1980; Usman 2012). However, recent archaeological research works now
focus on examining states and their periphedsr( 2006; Grstelleet al 2015;
Ogundiran 20002002; Ogundiran and Agbaj@Villiams 2017 Usman 1998,

2008, 2005 2012. Northern Yoruba and their neighbours are gradually catching
up and are being given attention by scholars engaging in the researchtdd

history, heritage, and culture (Usman 2005, 2012).
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2.5 llorin traditions of origin

To understand the early human occupation of llorin, vaneusionsor myths on

the traditions of origin of the area emerged. These versions include the Old Oyo
origin myth, the Hausa origin myth and the use of etymology. This section gives a
breakdown of the various traditions.

2.5.1. Old Oyo origin myth

This origin mythis associated with the general traditions of the Yoruba. According
to Johnson (1921), the Yorub4 traditions are shrouded in obscurity. As earlier
mentioned, the llorin Yorubés claimed to have migrated f@ddOyo. As a result,

they traced their descentthe first king of the Old Oyo kingdom known as Oranyan
(HermonrHodge 1929: 36; Hogben and Kitkreene 1966: 284; Jimoh 1994: 21).

Oral traditions claim that Oranyan migrated with his father, known as Oduduwa,
and his followers, from Mecca or, in someatlaccounts, Egypt to Hée (where

they settled and established the nucleus of what is now the Yoruba group) after his
grandfather Lamurudu was killed in religious stritde(monrrHodge 1929: 36;
Hogben and KirkGreene 1966: 284; Jimoh 1994:;2lohnson 1921: -B).
Whatever the route of migration, the fact remains that the origin of the Yoruba
kingdom was subject to migration. As rightly pointed out by Kopytoff (1987), the

waves of human migration constitute a major feature of many African sscieti

From llelfe, Oranyan and his followers were said to have migrated via the west
bank of the Niger to Old Oyo where he established the town (HeHodge 1929:

36; Jimoh 1994:19)The discovery of the Old Oyo kingdom site ®yanyanwas

made possible tbugh his consultation with, and assistance from, the king of Bariba
in the Nupe country along with the west bank of the Nigenith 1986). It was
claimed that the Bariba king advised Oranyan that by fixing a charm on the neck of
a guiding serpent, and wlever the serpent halted, at a hill (cagdka), would

be the location where he should build his new kingdom (Smith 1986).
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2.5.2. The Hausa origin myth

The second version of the llorin tradition emerged from the wider Hausa states
networkslinking the origin of llorin to the Bayajidda story of the creation of the
Hausa states (Ifemesia 1965:-84). Insoll (2003: 289) pointed out that the Hausa
are one of the dominant ethnic groups in the central Sudan and beyond and their
identity are maint known through their language. The history of Hausaland is also
known mainly through the rich text of the Kano chronicle (Gronenborn 2011: 41
43).

This Hausa origin version for llorin migration indicates that at a time in the distant
past, there was oneaBajidda who fled Baghdad through Kariddonrnu, which

was already an important state in the Chad Basin. From K&wenu, Bayajidda
moved westward to a town whose people were deprived of water from a well by a
sacred snake called Sarki and whose queen m@srkas Daura. Before reaching

the unnamed town, it was stated that Bayajidda met some blacksmiths at Gaya, near
Kano, who made him a knife. On getting to the unnamed town, Bayajidda killed the
snake and in gratitude and admiration, Dativa queen of thplace married him

and also gave him@wari concubine. By Daura, Bayajidda had a son called Bawo
who later had seven sons who became the eponymous founders of the Hausa states,
the Hausa Bakwai These were Biram and Daura, Katsina and Zaria, Kano and
Rarp, and Gobir (Ifemesia 1965: @P).

In addition to the Hausa Bakwai, tradition also tells ofBaezaBakwaj the false
seven children produced by Bayajiddaods
Nupe, llorin (Yoruba), and Kwararafa (Jukun) (Ifemek®65: 9192). These false

seven were not among the original Hausa states but had subsequently come under
the expanding influence of the Hausa people and of Islam. Ifemesia (1965: 92)
argues that the very existence of this Banza Bakwai tradition indiaatearly

attempt to explain the diffusion of the Hausa language and culture in many parts of
what is now called northern Nigeri&uch traditional accounts have received
considerable scrutiny by historians, particularly concerning their accuraty as
relaes to early time periodg.hese oral traditions involving faraway influences,

and the possible distortions that they may reflatie to feedback from extraneous
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sources such as written documents or the influence of Christianity orildlane
been welldiscussed (sddaour 2011Henige 1982Gronenborn 2011nsoll 2003).

Henige (1982: 404) pointed out thatthough these traditions might have been
created several centuries ago, they were strengthened and transformed into
historical traditions moreecently, in other to suit the diffusionist speculations of
colonial administrators. Although various sogiolitical complexities have been in
existence for the Hausa area for several centuries ago (Haour 2011; Kuba 2011),
early history ofthe area were oted to be less documented both archaeologically
and historically, and not until the end of thé"I&entury with the emergence of
Islam did written records of the area began to materialise (Gronenborn 2011: 41).

In the context of the llorin area, the Haudentity in llorin has been documented
historically in relation to their interregional trade networks, migration and
settlement by the 1Bcentury. The HausHorin origin myth must have been
propagated with the emergence of Islamarnigs the establisment of the Fulani
dynasty in llorin under the Gwandu and Sokoto Caliphate in the edtgerfury

to maintain thesociopolitical connections between the two areas. | argue therefore,
that this tradition of origin cannot be said of the early peridtbah and traces of

the traditions may be difficult to locate archaeologically due to various
environmental changes such as climate change and human induced impacts, which

llorin had experience over space and time.

Johnson (1921: 3 ) s affspsirg rcansists ofhCaluduwd, dheu r u d
ancestor of the Yoruba as well as the kings of Gogobiri and the Kukawa which are

two groups in Hausalaridthereby making a case for the connections between both
Yorubd and Hausa groups. However, a survey of the rdatoveracity of this

tradition is beyond the scope of this thesis but in any case, this work will shed light

on much earlier periods and the archaeology is not able to identify specific groups

in the material record anyway.

2.5.3. The etymology dforin

The etymology of llorin, just like the other traditions of its origin, has also given
rise to controversy (Jimoh 1994; Otukoko 2014). As a result, various versions and
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counterversions have been postulated for the naming of the area (Jimoh 1994;
Otukoko 2014; Sulu 1953). There are two current explanations for the name llorin.
Oneisthatitmeariirin 6t h e s h ar pfem ihelaerita fockifound lnyd
Ojothe assumed first Yoruba settler, where iron implements were said to have been
sharp@ed (HermorHodge 1929; Hgben and KirkGreene 1966: 28285). This

view has however been criticis€dne of the reasons was tllatin was not a stone

less area that would have warranted the use of only the lateritic rock for sharpening
iron implementgOtukoko 2014 2018. Otukoko (208: 55 also submits thahe

lateritic rock which was claimed to have been the centre of early attraction to Ilorin
does not appear to have been used for iron sharpening as postulated in historical

records.

Forhispart, snson (1921: 117) posits that f0sol
its iron production gavelloiin® nhame goi ni:
However, no evidence of iron smelting has yet been discovered in llorin, although
archaeologida investigations have revealed iron working evidence at some
neighbouringareasof llorin such a®©Obo-Aiyegunle, Kwara StatéDbo-Aiyegunle

is located about 110km northwest of llorin with iron smelting furnaces dated to the

9" centuryCE as well as brass casting dating from th& aéntury (Aremul997).

In addition, Iffeljumu area {.e.,|Itaakpa rockshelter)n Kogi state, Nigeria located

about 218km northwest of llorin, has yielded substantial quantities of iron slags and
tuyeres andron arrowheads (Oyelaran 1998). As a matter of fact, there is no
account yet known that asserts that any

because of the presencdatkritic rock or due to evidence of iron working.

Another source iflue r itnoowné of E| e pHodge 1920; Hgbddreandn o n
Kirk-Greene 1966: 28285). An elephant was said to have been killed in c. 1824
during the reign of the first Emir of llorin, Oba Abdulsalam, at the outskirts of
llorin, at a place calle@ko erin(Jimoh 1994: 186). However, the elephant killing

myth has been the subject of debate as an incidence of killing an elephant is said to
be considered an insufficient reason for naming the city. As a result of the ongoing
debate on the explanation to the nagnof llorin, Otukoko (2018) pointed out that
while some sources have situated llorin to a period in tHecéftury or earlier,

others have proposed that llorin was a recently formed t@wing against the
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latter proposition, Otukoko (2018) was of thew that the naming of the town
llorin probably belonged to an earlier unknown period before the arrival of the first
Yoruba migrant, Ojo and stated that his period probably might have been the iron
using phase of the settlement. Otukoko (20@Bherposts that during this earlier
unknown period, llorin could have been occupied by people who were engaged in
iron prospecting and iron production activities rather than iron using, from where

the name llorin could have been derived.

As mentioned earlier, althese views were based on speculation thatslack
grounding in archaeological and ethnographic findings. On this basis and as rightly
pointed out by Smith (1986), the best hope of throwing light upon the earliest times

of the Yoruba as well as llorin seemaslie now with archaeology.

2.6. The peopling of llorin

Certain historical accounts have situated llorin settlement periods within two
timelines which are the Pieulani dynasty period and the Fulani dynasty period
(Elphinstone 1921HermontHodge 1929). The pfEulani period which is less
represented in written sources has been regarded as the historical period of llorin
uptothel¥century. This is understood to be
Yorubé settlements were believiedhave developed into large urban centres. The
Fulani period, which is more comprehensively documented, is regarded as the
emergence of the Fulani hegemony in llorin in th& déntury (Elphinstone 192
HermonHodge 1929). This section will discuss ffeopling of llorin in the context

of these two periods.

2.6.1 The PreFulani llorin dynasty period (prior to the 19 century)

According to oral traditional sources, the pres#ay city of llorin was believed to
have been founded by a Baribattler but was assumed to have been built and
developed by subsequent Yoriba migrants in theckEntury (Jimoh 1994). The
first Yoruba migrant to llorin known a®jo, an itinerant hunter fronsambe a
town near Old Oyo, was said to have met the Baeltées at a site of a laterite rock
which is now referred to as Bariba quarters in llorin (HerrHodge 1929Hogben

and Kirk-Greene 1966; Jimba 199ulu 1953. Based on the presence of the rock,
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Ojo was said to have settled at the site for the purpbskaopening his hunting

iron tools (HermorHodge 1929Hogbenand Kirk-Greene 1966; Jimoh 1998ulu

1953). However, history was silent about the Bariba settler as to what became of
him (Jimoh 1994).

Subsequently, another hunter known as Eminla joinedi®jdorin, and other
Yoruba migrants from Old Oyo and its metropolitan areas moved to the area for
various economic reasons such as hunting, farming and trading and eventually
settled down (Danmole 1980; Forde 1962: 73; Hodge and®idene 1966; Jimoh
1994; Sulu 1953; Usman 2012). As a result of their migration, the Yoruba migrants
were thereafter referred to Herin Yoruba(Forde 1962: 73; Hogben and Kirk
Greene 1966: 284; Jimoh 1994: 9; Usman 2012).

Based on the presence of a Bariba settldr inor i nés or al tradit
argued that this phenomenon i s not unus
of origin, most especially those located around the northern Yoruba region such as
Ogbomoso and Old Oyo, speak of similar connectioris montYoruba speaking

people such as the Baribas and Nupes with whom they share a similar geographical
context Forde 1962Jimoh 1994Johnson 1921; Law 197Wsman 201p In fact,

the question on the connection of the Yoruba to neighbouring groupsadiggbe

Nupe and Bariba have recently received revived interest (Ogundirara)2020
However, despite the assumed date for the beginning of the human occupation in

the area, the migration periods of the early settlers in llorin are masked with
uncertainty Aside from the 1% century date assigned (Jimba 1981; Jimoh 1994),

other dates, ranging from thel® the 18' centuries, were reported to have been

assigned to the beginning of llorin (Otukoko 2014).

History has it that, by the beginning of thé"t@ntury, one Laderin arrived in llorin

from Old Oyo to mark the beginning of the establishment of the@yp i r e 6 s
political authority in the areadpgben and KirkGreene 1966285 Jimoh 1994: 27;
Johnson 1921: 199Although it is not known for how long, or to what extent, the
King of Old Oyo exercised suzerainty over llorin, the connection seems to have
been a loos®ne (Forde 1962; Hermeadodge 1929). However, the Old Oyo
influence extended to the wider region of Yorubéaland by tHec&Btury (Obayemi

1976; Usman 2012, 2019). Laderin was said to have been the first political leader
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(Ajele)of llorin, a positonhel by Laderinds ge-grandsart, i ons
known as Afonja Duff et al. 1965 Johnson 1921; Law 1977; Smith 1986).
Generally, theDld Oyo A j e Froke svéis to monitor social and political activities

within their designated towns including securing tributes and taxes for the capital
(Johnson 1921; Law 1977; Ojo 1966; Smith 1986). By implication, llorin was
assumed to have become one of the provinoiahs of the Oycempire by this

period.

Al t hough Laderindéds political period apfg
history, the period of his residency in llorin marks important spoidical events

within the Oyo empire as the first half of th8™century was described &id

Oyods gol den age of imperial conquest (
Old Oyo succeeded in imposintg authority as far as the kingdom of Dahomey
(presertday Republic of Benin), inland from Allada, and thestal area, west to

the country of the Popo, and northeastwards to the capital (Smith 1986).42

After thesettlement of th& oruba in llorin, other groups such as the Hausa, Fulani,
Kanuri, Agadez, Bariba, Nupe, Malian, Dendi and the Western Sudame wer
reported to have arrived in the ar&afmole 1980;Jimoh 1994;Johnson 1921;

Law 1977;Lloyd 1971; Omoiya 2013; Otukoko 2014Reichmuth 1995Sulu
1953). Though the periods of their migration are unknown, oral historical accounts
points to as early ake 17" century (Danmole 1980; Jimoh 1994; Omoiya 2013).
This assertion was based on the massive trade interactions between Old Oyo and its
neighbours to the north which would have encouraged the infiltration of various
groups into the surrounding regiohOld Oyo including llorin (Jimoh 1994; Law
1977; MortonWilliams 1976; Omoiya 2013). It was reported that trade routes from
Old Oyo via Nupe and Borgu to the Niger joined up, at least in the eafly 19
century, at the market town &iulfo, in northernNupe, and that from Kulfo, trade

routes led on to Hausa land and Bornu in the north (Law 1977).

Historical accounts further suggest that Old Oyo may have participated in the
famous trade route linking Hausaland via Borgu to Gonja and the Volta basin which
is especially knowrfor its lucrative kola nut trade (Johnson 1921; Kuba 2009; Law

1977; Smith 1986). This trade route was said to have been labelled in the Barly 19

century as fndnone of the most beaten road
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with more than 1000 people could be observed (Kuba:2ZBW®. In addition, Kuba

(2009 140 mentionedhatJoseph Dupuis, a British envoy in Kumasi who gained
much information about West Africa trading networks from his Wangara
informants stated in 1828 at, fibesides the Niger, many large navigable streams
intersect the land, and constant and free communication by water exists between its
chief cities and those of Bornu, Yoruba, Benin, Fulani and Merifas suggests

that the trading networks of ti@&d Oyo kingdom across the Niger, prior to thé".9
century trickled down to other areas within the peripherals of the River Niger such

as the llorinarea

With regards to llorin historpy the 19" century the initial settlers were said to
have been divided into four scattered settlements which were made up of the Idi
Ape-Yoruba settlement, Gambafiausa settlement, Olufaéfulani settlement, and

the Okesuna mixetslamic settlement (Jimoh 199&ulu 1953. The Yoruba
settlements are referred to as the community of the early Yoruba settlers of llorin
from theOld Oyo area and were referred to as traditionalists whose head was Afonja
(Akintoye 2010 Forde 1962Johnson 1921; Law 1977).

Afonja was an importdrentity in the history of Old Oyo and llorin by the laté"18
century. It was said that he was probably a descendant of Laderin (Johnson 1921),
the first head of llorin during the Old Oyo period. However, Afonja became a
powerful military head of the Oyempire and Yorubaland, who resided in llorin

and engaged in various military expeditions@d Oyo and later Ilorin (Johnson
1921; Law 1977). Eventually, Afonja fell out with the King ©ld Oyo and
obtained independence for llorin with the helisf cohorts, the Fulajfieaded by

Alimi and Solagberu, which led to the collapse of the Oyo empire in the edtly 19
century. Afterwards, due to power tussle that ensued between Afonja and his
cohorts in llorin, he was killed in the early@entury (Jonson 1921; Law 1977).

The GambarHausa communities of llorin were those linked to Hausaland trade
across the Niger to Hausa lands such as Borno and the Sahara while the Fulani
Onifadi settlement were the pastoralists (Herrhfmuge 1929;Jimoh 1994;

O 06 He a r, OMoa82813;Smith 1986. The Okesuna mixed Islamic settlement

was made up of people of diverse cultures who came together mainly due to similar
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Islamic practices and engaged in various forms of economic activities such as trade
in slaves (Danmol&980; Jimoh 1994).

By the early 19 century, the arrival and intervention of Shehu Alimi (the
progenitor of the Fulani dynasty in llorin) was said to have led to the
conglomeration of these scattered settlements into a centralised polity (Jimph 1994
Sulu1953. Of all these settlements, only the Okesuna settlement was occupied by
the most diverse set of people and the only settlement later destroyed and
abandoned as a result of internal struggles between the settlement and the ruling
Fulani dynasty in th&9" century (Jimoh 1994).

2.6.2 The llorin Fulani period in the 19" century and the place of Okesuna

This period commenced the reign of the Fulani in llorin after the death of other
major actors such as Afonja and Solagberu (Elphinstone X#&monrHodge

1929; Hogben and KirkGreene 1966; Jimoh 1994; Johnson 1921; Law 1977; Lloyd

1971). There was a change of political powers in llorin during this period, and llorin
came under the Islamic emirate system of Sokoto and Gwandu Caliphate in the
north. Certainly, some significant events were recorded during this period such as

the regional trading activities and networks and craft production processes which

the Old Oyokingdomwas known for, were taken over by llorin, making it an
important regionakentre between the savannah and forest regions by the 19
century (Johnson 1921; Law 1977, ObHear
natron, horses, agricultural produce and the various production of crafts such as
lantanastone beads, pottery and teasilchanged the course of the sequaditical
development of llorinanmole 1980HermonHodge 199; OO6 Hear 1983) .
also became intensively propagated and became the state religion, thereby attracting

an influx of people into the territory who werellg to accept the religion and

establish themselves within the argdiyu 2015 Danmole 1980; Jimoh 1994;

Johnson 1921;aw 1977 Lloyd 1971). Another important aspect of development

during this period was the erection of the city walls angagement in a series of

wars for territorial expansion which was eventually terminated by the intervention

of the British in 1900 (Johnson 1921; J
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With regards to the Okesuna llorin areaoaal historical account inditas that it

must have been occupied as early as tHe century (Jimoh 1994). Historical

accounts point out that the settlement began near a small hill in the area which
Sol agberu, the assumed founder, named O
(Aliyu 2015 Akintoye 2010Jimoh 1994). This original settlement later expanded,

as the population increased, towards the surrounding glamikoko 1992. This

popul ation increase was said to have re
various warére activities, slaving raiding, and Islarnalated activities before and
after the fall of Ol d Oyo whi cbkmpreesul t e
(Danmol e 1980; LIl oyd 1971; OO6Hear 1997)

After the fall of Old Oyo and the death of Afonja the leadf the Yoruba
settlement, internal crises erupted within llorin which resulted in the murder of
Solagberu and the eventual destruction of the Okesuna Budbet al. 1965
Elphinstone 1921; HermeHodge 199; Hogben and KirkGreene 1966; Jimoh
1994; Johnson 1921; Law 1977; Lloyd 1971). While some of the remnants of the
Okesuna settlement migrated to Ogbomoso, a town on the southern part of llorin,
others were reported to have been resettled at various pladea©Oke Imalewith
quarters known a®loke Ide Okd Aluko, Idiagbede, Popo GiwaandOmodain

llorin (Jimoh 1994).

As a result of the disintegration and eventual fall of the Old Oyo kingdom, there
was more migration of people towards the south to heighing settlements such

as Igbominaland, llorin, Ediée and even Sain central Benin Republic (Gstelle

et al 2015; Ogundiran 2032Jsman 19982012. Archaeological investigations of
some of these settlements have revealed that thesenstreassed large settlement
populations and aggregation (Gtetle et al 2015; Ogundiran and Agbaje
Williams 2017 Usman 199820139. It was pointed out that these developments
were accompanied by changes in the frequency and distribution of types of
ceranics, mainly of theOld Oyo decorated sherds; planting of the baobab tree, the
use of horses in such places as-BEdgOgundiran 2012) and the evidence of
warfare activities and rituals in Igbomina (Usman 19%8)wever, despite the

diverse nature of the KBsuna llorin population in the historical record which
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indicates a possibility of the area generating various features of material culture, no

corresponding material life of the settlement is documented.

2.7. Previous archaeological research in the larger Yoruba area.

Archaeological attention in Yoruba area first focused otfdeabout 170km south

of the Old Oyaarea This resulted from early discoveries of significant, bronze and
terracotta art objects ithe early 28 century by Leo Frobenius, a German
anthropologist. As a result of the discovery of these mateli@ldfe became one

of the most researched areas in Nigeria until recently. In the Yoruba traditens,

Ife is regarded as the centre of taliest stage in the development of the Yoruba
culture, birthplace of an ideology of divine kingship and a royal palace culture that
was emulated subsequently throughout the Yoruba cultural sphere (Ifemesia 1965:
48; Ogundiran 2024).

As a result, the aa is the most revered metropolitan area connected with the origin
of most Yoruba social groups which extends to different parts of prdagnt
Nigeria and neighbouring countries such as Benin Republic and Togo. There has
been a significant amount of arewdogical work in Yorubaland since the 1940s,
and work by archaeologists such as Frank Willet (1960a, 1973) and Ekpo Eyo
(1974) haveyielded data orle-Ife cultural developmenthat serve as yardstick

for the classification of Yoruba culturdévelopmentsto pre-pavement, pavement

and posfpavement periods. Oral sources and excavations have revealed teat Ile
was occupied as early as the latemillennium CE and was characterised by the
various material culture which includes elaborages of concentric city walls,
pottery, microlithic tools, bronze, ironwork, stone sculptures, terracotta, potsherd
pavements, ceramic tiles, glass beads, and copper alloy sculpgtirgsye 2010;
Babalola 2011, 201€&yo 1970, 1974Fagg and Willett 160; Garlake 1974, 1977,
Monroe 2018; Ogundiran 2020Usman 2012Willett 1960a, 1960b;1970. Based

on these materials and established classification by Frank Willetti{,12803) and

Ekpo Eyo (1974), Ogundiran (2020 later expanded the cultural histai
development ofie-Ife for the Yoruba area into eight, naming them theAmghaic,
Archaic, Early Formative, Late Formative, Classical, Intermediate, Restoration, and
Atlantic (Table 21).
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Periods

Approx. Years (circa)

Major Characteristics and Events

PreArchaic

2500300 BC

The proteYoruboid evolved as a territorial language and cultural group around the Bégee Confluence

Archaic

300 BG300 CE

Era of intense drought, southward migration from the ancestral Yoruboid homeland; and splitting-gbpubtuid
into three daughter language groygusto-lgala, proteltsekiri, and proteyorubaby AD 300

Early Formative

25071 750 CE

Stable annual raiafl returned; rapid population growth and expansion; proliferationoofibadialect branching
emergence of a fulledged House society with formalised political institutions headed by jofigsftain;
development of iron using communities and large gach villages in Yorubaland. Evidence of these was four
the relics of pottery and microlithic tools associated withpgareements 13 clustered villages which were repo
to have been in existence prior to 800 CE (Ozanne 1969; Obayemi 1976).

Late Fomative

65071 1050 CE

Social networks (i.e. associated with migration of people fterife to other areas of Yorubaland) and regio
trade intensified; naturalistic sculptures, especially in stonework, developed, representing ancestral figure
1967), communal ancestors, and cultural heroes; emergence oHoega polities characterised by large villg
complexes and incipient towns with embarkments, populated by corporate groups of diverse familial back
federation of meg&louse politiesheaded by an elected titular leader likely proliferated; emergence of ¢
kingship institution and ideology toward the end of the period.

Classical

10001 1420 CE

Commercial and knowledge capital revolution, intensification of regional and interaédrade; primary glas
production began in life and intensified throughout this period; major innovations in effective techna
especially in threglimensional arterracotta and later brass; emergence and proliferation of sprawling urban p
architectural features such as potsherd pavements were common regionally (associated with large centn
Old Oyo, and Benin, and the two major types of potsherd pavements pattern are the flat laid and the edge
The edge laid pattern is the magidespread, associated with floors, courtyards, and shrines and was u
preventing erosion, architectural purposes and the protection of pots of traditional medicine embedded in {
of the compound (Willet1960a Eyo 1974; Garlakd974,1977; Ogundiran 2082 Ogunfolakan 2009; Usma
2012; Eyo 1974; Garlake 1977).

The beginning of the pavement periodl@lfe has been attributed to He-Ife queen known asuwo (Ogunfolalan
1994). Luwo was said to have asked that lantlesffe be paved to avoid her falling or her robe from becon
soiled; royaldivine kingsbecame the preferred model of governance throughout the regions; codificationg
Yorubacommunity of practice as a networked regional system; major changes in worihdesosmogony; th
rise of thelle-Ife empire with a vast network of client states and colonies.
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Periods

Approx. Years (circa)

Major Characteristics and Events

Intermediate

14007 1570 CE

Regional instability due to hemispherical ecological crisis and subcontinental political turbulence; a period 0
dry conditions characterised by recurrent multiyear droughts; collapse of regional economy; external aggr
Nupe militarists; may prominent Yoruba polities collapsed; the endlefife political empire; Benin, a forme
client state of lldfe established political autonomy and embarked on its own expansion northward. Early st
Atlantic commercial exchanges began in the BaftBenin with the arrival of Portuguese traders, soon followe
the Dutch and English.

Restoration

15707 1650 CE

A period of renewal and regeneration marked by rebuilding of old kingdoms and foundation of new ones;
landscape was transforohby warriorkings andmilitaristic states such dkesa, Old Oypand Benin.

Atlantic

16307 1840 CE

Era of merchant capital revolution and the Atlantic slave trade; monetised economy took hold; Oyo beq
dominant political power in the region; proliferation of centralised polities and frontier towns/ncarkees
incorporation into thétlantic economy with new forms of global commodity exchange and consumption pra|
intensification in everyday commodity production and craft specialisation (e.g., cotton cultivation, cloth maki
dye manufacture); expansion in itinerant tradsagiopolitical instability beginning in the early #@entury causeq
by the impacts of the Atlantic slave trade, inequality, elite factional conflicts, underclass rebellion, and the

Table 2.1. Periodisationf Yoruba Cultural History (Sourc€@gundiran 202& 7).
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lle-l f eds material ties have -Yolusaderritoege n di s
such as those towards the Nigger areaand even the coastal regions of Dahomey

now the Benin Republic (Obayemi 1976: 234). This is evident from the presence of

a groupof bronze figures located in Nupe villages along the Niger at Jebba, Tada

and Giragithat belong to the Yorub#fle-Ife and Edo bronzeworkradition

(Obayemi 1976: 234). In addition, excavations at the&e&esa of central Republic

of Benin reveal the intsduction of norocal artefacts such as beag@gstsherds

decorated witltarved wooden roulettepressionsand the construction of tigu

Tani monolith. TheOgu Tanimonolith, like theOpa Oranmiyann lle-Ife, was

used in rites designed to renew themonc hy 6 s powe r2016)Gur st el |

In terms of pottery, the most significant work carried out was by Garlake (1974,

1977) at Obalard s Lanah 8Voye Asiri. Thelle-Ife ceramic sphere is
characterised by embossed geometric, circular stylusressions, stamped
geometric motifs, wavy dragged combs, and red slippBapélola 2016 Eyo

1984 Garlake 1977 Ogundiran 2000). These decorations are associated with
various forms of pottery many of which are unique to ltkdfe area and have

occured in many areas of YorubdlanGarlaké® s ( 197 7)) afeal ysi s
ceramisrevealed 10 vessel types of different variants which included bowls, jars,

pots and lids. Talle-Ife ceramic complex have been reported to have dominated

at lle-Ife, Owo, and Baein areas to the south (Ogundiran 2802

Another clearly recognisable stage in the early history of the Yoruba was the
emergence of the Old Oyo kingdom in northern Yorubaland, located about 20 miles
from llorin (Smith 1986). Archaeological investigatiom®nducted at Old Oyo
since the 1950s have revealed expansive wall systems, microlithic tools, pottery,
beads, grinding hollows, potsherd pavements, and market area (Aiticaens

1986; Soper and Darling 1980; Willett 1960973).Thetotal length of surveyed
walls built over the course of the ¥8hrough to the late 18centuriess about 70

km (Soper and Darling 198@oper 1992 Ogundiran (2012) pointed out that at its
peak, in the midl8" century, the imperial capital covered area ofmore than
5,000 hectares with diameters of 1&km northsouth and &km eastwest. The
population size of the area in theéM@&ntury was estimated to be between 60,000
and 140,000 people (Agbayilliams 198). On the basis of these finds, ané th

radiocarbon dates from charcoal samples from Old Oyo, the ancient settlement was
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divided into three phases which are 1) the period from ‘the ¢he 13 centuries
marked the earliest phase of the ©Yoruba culture; 2) the intermediate cultural
level from the 18'to 18" centuries and, 3) the later period from thé& 16 early
19" centuries (AgbajdVilliams 1983.

As far as Old Oyo ceramics are concerned, archaeological investigation in the area
has recognised two cultural complexes which are the Diogun wares and Mejiro
wares.Diogun wares were marked by sandy paste, fawn/grewn colour, and
complex flute and derations which include brusmmarking or broom marking
incisions, rockcomb impressions, impressed arcs, twisted cord roulettes and
angular punctateAgbaje Williams 1983,1986 Willett 1959,1960b,1973.

Figure 2.4Examplesof Old Oyo Diogun wares (WilletL96: 63).

The Mejiro pottery is characterised by fine grey/black wares and decorations of
carved rouletting, snaghell markings, maize cob rouletting, and dot punctate
(Willett 1960b, 1973). Other wares associated lwthe Mejiro period occur in
different shades of grey, brown and black, and consist of open bowls and round

bottomed carinated bowls. The vessels have a very smooth texture, a hard paste and
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abunishebast ed surface and mar k theisadsunmar k f
lids, while others, such as unburnished jars, have a rough texture and a coarse paste
(Willett 1960b).

Figure 2.5Examplesof Old Oyo Mejiro wares (Willgt196: 64).

Incisionstwisted cord rouletting and comb stamping are foundaih Diogun and

Mejiro pottery(Figures 2.4 and 2.5yvhich has been suggested by Agbajdliams

that both cultural phases overlap due to the presence of some similar pottery
decorations (Usman 2012). The Mejiro phase is said to have been in existence up

to the abandonment to the Old Oyo kingdom in the eatf\ycgatury.

Oral historical and archaeological investigations reveal that northern Yorubaland

was a hub of various human occupation and material culture developments before

the intrusion of the Oyempire in the late 1'8and early 17 centuries, associated

with the later cultural period of Oyo (Aleru 2006; Usman 2012). As a result of Old

Oyo's incursion into many of these areas such as Ighominddd€ay o 6 s cul t ur
influences appear in some nyéé culture, for example, ceramic styles (Aleru

2006; Usman 1998, 201%igure 26). Other areas outside Yorubaland where the
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influence of the Oyo empire and its pottery tradition was evidentlude
southwestern Cameroon (Mercader et 2006) andSaw in Central Benin
(Gurstelle et al2015).

Other areas within northern Yorubaland where archaeological investigation has
been carried out include Ifigumu (i.e., Itaakpa, and Oluwaju rockshediehddo
ironworking sit¢, and Obo Aiyegunle (Aremd991, 2004; Oyelaran 1998t
preserday Kogi, and Kwara Staterespectively(Figure 27). Archaeological
investigation at Itaakpa and the Oluwaju rocksheltexs carried out with the aim

of establishing a chronological framework and cultural sequemdbdarea. The
intention was to attempt to establish the extent to which there was continuity and
discontinuity of occupation (Oyelaran 1998). #ffemu was significant because it
was assumed to have served as a dispersal point for some of the mgjsragrdu
polities of Nigeria (Oyelaran 1998). Excavation of this site revealed a settlement
occupation containing pottery, iron and lithic, and human remains which have been
dated to 2210+80BP (Oyelaran 1998). Based on these investigations, it was
suggestedhat iron producing agricultural communities were occupying northern
Yorubalandby the 9" centuryCE (Obayemi 1976; Shaw 1976; Usman 2012). A
continuous stratified sequence of occupation from that time onwards, extending into
18" century CEwasreported (Oyelaran 1998).

In contrast to earlier studies, archaeological investigation at Igbominaland in
northern Yorubéaland, Kwara State was centred on charting regional networks in
commodities such as pottery, as well as the nature of material life on the frontiers

of the Oyoempire (Monroe 2018Usman 2012]Table 2.2) Igbomina was located

within afrontier zone betwee®ldOy 0 6 s sout hern peripherie

OldOyod6s pol it i %cantury@tetlola3, 199820a6Usmafidds,

2012). By the 18 century, followingOldOy o6 s i ntrusi on into

across Igbomina wikessed an increase in overall size as well as settlement
hierarchy, and they were dominated ®Yd Oyo style ceramics (Monroe 2018
Usman 1998, 20)20ther material objects discovered were animal bones, shells,
iron objects, slag, tobacqupe, cowries, gnding stones, ground stone axe, stone

pellets, and unutilised lithics (Usman 2012).
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Archaeological evidence for an early sepilitical formation that predated the
hegemonic political development Gfid Oyo has been suggested for the ancient
settlementf Obalsin in the Igbomina arealeru 2000, 20060bayemi 1976;
Usman 2012). Oral tradition and archaeological evidence frord<dbaave been

used to postulate the possibility that the settlement was a centre of an early Yoruba
civilisation, similar in some respects to-lfe (Aleru 2005; Obayemi 1976tJsman

2012). For instance, archaeological surveys atiBipareveal material items such

as beads, fragments of a bead polisher, potsherd pavements, iron smelting furnaces,
tuyeres, iron slag, and ceramics as well as grinding holldv#h evidence of stone

bead manufacture in the form of complete and fragmentary stone beads and stone
bead polisher (Obayemi 1976), the beaaking site was dated to the&entury,

while the iron verking site was dated to 640+140 BP (Aleru @00The
archaeological remains from Obgin indicate that the site was a prominent socio
political centre in nortitentral Yorubaland and that it is possible that -Gia

owed its development to the largede production of iron and a wetirganised

redistribution network between the savannah and the forest zones (Usman 2012).

Archaeological investigations at the-ligara, Igbomina area of Osun state were
centred on understanding the cultural and histotregdéctories and processes of
sociopolitical formation and interactions in northern Yorubéaland before tHe 19
century Usman 2012Usman et al2005. Excavation at lldyara has revealed
evidence of pottery, with similar decorative attributes to Ife @ttiOyo pottery,
animal bones, shell, quartz, beads, iron slag, iron pieces, tugestz bangle,
cowries, fishing weight, metal points and unutilised lithic debris. The presence of
slag and tuyere in the excavation further suggests the engagenteninbiabitants

of lla-Yara in iron working. Radiocarbon dates obtained from charcoal samples
from the site were 375+40 B.P, calibrated frGB1442 to 1531, corroborating the
tradition on the foundation of H¥ara dated to the ¥entury (Usman et a2005;
Usman 2012). Based on these information, Usman (2012) pointed out that the
northeastern Yorubaland were occupied before the arriviéd-tfie andOld Oyo
migrants.As such, lhe picture painted by archaeology about these areas is that the
initial peopling of these areas were not groups friderlfe or Old Oyo (Usman
2012).
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Figure 26a-f. Old Oyo style potsherds from Igbominaland, northern YorubalBhdto
Usman 2019)

Regarding the Igbomina pottery, based on surface treatments of ceramic, pottery
found in archaeological sites such aslylara, Ipo and Isin shared some of the
Yoruba pottery type found de-Ife, Old Oyo,and Benin (Usman 2012). According

to Aleru (1998 2006 and Usmanl(998,2012), the presence of these pottery styles
reflectsthe migration of people frorte-Ife andOld Oyo, trade,or other forms of

social relations.
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Place/site, C14/TL Dates, Lab

2-sigma Calibration (Age range)

Cultural Period

Itaakpa, Iffeljumu (Oyelaran 1998) 2210+80 (O{4.50) 43545 BC Archaic
Oluwajuy, Iffe-ljumu (Oyelaran 1998) 1840+125 95 BG434 CE (500 B.G600 CE)
Addo, Iffe-ljumu (Oyelaran 1998) 1110+80 694 1148 CE Formative
(600-1000 CE)
Esie, IgbhomindStevens, Jr. 1978) 890+75YBP, 770+70YBP 9651250 CE Classical

Obagbo, Igbomindsin (Aleru 2006) 640+140YBP

12901450 CE

(10001400 CE)

Olupefon, Ighomindpo (Usman) 510+80YBP (Bei28413)

12931615 CE

Gbagedelgbhominalpo 495145 YBP, 320+60YBP (Usman){¥3053, Bete88414)

13241350 CE,
13901481 CE,
14411667 CE

Apateki, lgbominapo 470+50 YBP (Usman) (Bet215512)

14001490 CE

lla-lyara, Igbomindla 375+40 YBP, 380+60 YBP, 480+50 YBP (Usm#A}13054,
Beta202610, Bet202611)

14421531 CE
14301650 CE
14001490 CE

Ikotun, Igbominallere 405+100 YBP (Usman) (A3056)

13861671 CE

Igho-ejimogun, Igbomindlere 310+50 YBP (Usman) (A3025)

14601663 CE

Esie (Mound 2), Igbomina (Kola Adekg|520+50 YBP (Usman) (Be299369)

13201350 CE
13901450 CE

Intermediate
(14001600 CE)

Obaloyan I, Ighomindpo 290+60 YBP (Usman) (Be8415)

14541946 CE

Okegi, Igbominapo 4060 YBP (Usman) (Bet38416)

16801745 CE
18051935 CE

Ikotun, Igbominallere 170+40 YBP (Usman) (Bete3055)

16561709 CE

Ofaro |, Ighominallere 220+70 YBP (Usman) (Beta 88412)

14911951 CE

Aun |, IgbominaEsisa 170+45 YBP (Usman) {A3050)

16551712 CE
17161887 CE

Ajagun, IgbominaEsisa 200+40 YBP (Usman) {A3049)

16401698 CE
17241814 CE

Atlantic
(16001800 CE)

Table 2.2. Distribution of Radiocarbon and TL Dates at some sites in northern Yorubaland (Source: Usman.2012:
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Archaeological investigation at Edie, a 17" century settlement located in Upper

Osun, southwestern Nigerigeveals that Eddlewa s pr obabl y t he yr
Old Oyo colony established in a foreign territq@gundiran 202). Edelle was
strategically placed to control the commertiadl af yc t hat | inked ce
to the coast (Ogundiran 28, Ogundiran and Agbaj@/illiams 2017). LikeOld

Oyo, the site was surrounded by a bamktditch defence, which symbolically

recalled the metropolitan capital itself. Yet, this was not tie material reference

toOldOy o i d e n t-llefGgundiran202Fr d e Og u n diP) researchat ( 2 0
Edelle suggests thadld Oyo imperial agents used material culture to forg®lah

Oyo identity as a way of maintaining internal coherence in the area.

This material culture includes the planting of baobab trees (a savanna feature), the
use of horses, and the dominanc®fOyo ceramics (Ogundiran 2012; Ogundiran

and AgbajeWilliams 2017) (Figures 8, 29 & 2.10). Other items found at Edé&

include cowries, tobacco pipes, ceramics including bowls and jars, clay tobacco
pipes, oil lamps, spindle whorls, and animal bones of both domesticated and wild
species (Monroe 2018; Ogundiran 2012).
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Figure 27. Map of Nigeria showing llorin and othinportant sites mentioned in the text

58



Figure 28. A baobab tree from Eedée suggests a past political alliance with the Old Oyo
Kingdom (source: Ogundiran 2012).

Figure 29. Horses remains from Ede lle, Southwestern Nigeria (adapteddgundiran
2012).

Figure 210. Examplesof Old Oyo ceramic styles from Ede lle, central Yorubaland
(Phota Ogundiran 2019).

59



2.8. Conclusion

This chapter has provided the geographical and historical background of llorin. An
account of the environmental conditions of llorin in relation to the wider context of
northern Yorubaland was provided, discussing location, climate, geology and
drainage, ail and vegetation. The significance of each geographical feature of
llorin was discussed and their roles in the emergence and establishment of the llorin
sociopolitical landscape as a regional trading network and major craft industries

by the 19' centuy were emphasised.

Furthermore, the historical background of llorin was discussed with a general
overview of the llorin history based on first hand observation and later secondary

and colonial accounts. The challenges of llorin prehistory were also didciass

an understanding of the lack of adequate information of the area prior tothe 19
century. The various versions of Il orin
the peopling of llorin up to the T9century and the place of Okesuna in llorin

history were then outlined. In the final section, review was made of archaeological

data pertaining to the Yoruba area prior to the present work. Building on this, the

next chapter will present the survey activities that were conducted by the author to
begn to approach the archaeological landscape of llorin.
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Chapter 3: Archaeological survey and mapping of the

sites of the Okesuna llorin area

3.1 Introduction

This chapter reports on the archaeological survey and mapping which was
conducted from January to March and in June 2020 in Okesuna area of llorin
(Okesuna was an eartyuarterwithin the area known today as llorin), and which
was the first comprehensivecaaeological survey carried out in the location. The
chapter begins with a discussion on the background of the survey, highlighting the
strategies and limitations. An overview of the surveyed sites and their data
collection techniques, as well as the tesof the survey, are given. The chapter

closes with a concluding remark.

The archaeological survey was carried out to investigate more fully previously
known archaeological sites and identify new ones, detailing the spatial distributions
of material remis and features for further investigation. This was done through
field walking, opportunistic survey and detailed mapping using a Global
Positioning System (GPSAn archaeological site has been defined as a place where
artefactsand featuresof a specift human activitylocated within a spatially
constrained arearefound in the landscap®(ewett 2011: 34). In addition to this,

Khalaf (2016: 93) pointed out thagome key indicators of identifying an
archaeological site include the presence of riizaa one pottery sherd even if the
distribution was dispersed, identification of mound sites even if deflated and eroded
and cultivated sites with evidence of material remak@.the West Africaregion

many early sites have been identified based onndtare of their spatial and
temporal formationsFor instance, in the northeastern part of Nigeria, Connah
(1981 identified six types of archaeological sites which include settlement mounds,
mounds with occupation materials, flat settlement sites, quarry sites, burial sites and
neolithic/stone age sites. Similar types of archaeological sites have been reported
for other areas in Nigeria includingreseniday Yorubaland On the other hand,
artefacts are regarded as portable material objects associated with archaeological

sites or features while features are immovable material finds, created or modified

61



by humans (Giagl 2016: 125). Examples of artefacts include pottery, and lithics

while features include past cultural trees, rock hollows and potsherd pavements.

The survey focused on areas of concentrated past human activities such as ceramic
scatters, potsherd pavemendémd other associated material finds. Surface
collections of pottery were also carried out within one ofsikes. This collection

was restricted to pottery as it was presumed that artefacts from the ground surface
of the builtup environment of the aremight have become mixed up with more
recent materials. In addition, the survey benefited from oral data from the
descendants of the Okesuna llorin area, potters from llorin and other informants
relevant to the study. The use of oral data in the researshawaattempt to
understand other aspects of the history of Okesuna, and the archaeological

processes.

3.2. Background to the fieldwork survey: Strategy, methodology and
limitations

Before the fieldwork survey commenced on"1anuary 2020, an excavation

per mit was requested and obtained fron
Monuments and Museums (NCMM), Abuja. The excavatermitsalso required

that the State chapter of the National Commission for Monuments and Museums
locaed in llorin be informed of the research for awareness and to offer support
during the research process. Some sites were previously known as the researcher
had visited and/or participated i n annt
lecturer of archeology in the Kwara State University, Malete llorin prior to the

commencement of the doctoral studies.

Indeed, the present doctoral fieldwork also coincided with the annual Kwara State
University students6 ar chaeol dngohecof | fie
the sites investigated. This site is within college grounds and permission is usually
arranged through the college management before the commencement of the
fieldwork. Therefore, with the assistan
fieldwork, Professodonathaih | er u, and based on the res:t
as a member of the studentsdé archaeol oc
was granted to carry out this research on the site. This was also the case for other
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sites whee survey investigation was conducted with the exception of one site where

no one was available to talk to and only partial work could be conducted.

The archaeological survey was conducted with the assistance of four or five
research assistants from the nsity of Ibadan, archaeology unit team members
and student volunteers from Kwara State University, Malete, with four local field
assistants at various stages of the fieldwditke survey was also supported by
members of th&lational Commission for Musewsyand Monumenislorin, Kwara

State and manypeopleof llorin including those encountered within the sites

investigated.

In Nigeria, under the National Commission for Museums and Monuments Act
(N.C.M.M) 1979, provision of legislations has been madrmitb and control export

of antiquities and excavations of cultural sites which requires that a permit (which
was also secured before the commencement of the doctoral fieldwork) be issued by
the Commission before any research activity is done (Filane Zbg8on 1996.

This Act was a buileup of the legal frameworks of earlier Ordinance Acts such as
1924 ordinance cultural heritage legislation, Antiquity Act 1953 and Antiquities

Act 1974 to prohibit unauthorised exploitation of cultural heritage/archaealog
sites, monument s an(&la¢ 20PIShyiloa ©996).0 b j ect s

Due to the buikup nature of the surveyed sites, the Global Positioning System
(GPS was relied on to record waypoints (i.e., coordinates, and elevations)
indicating sites, defacts and features. The results from the GPS were then
combined with the use of tli&oogle Map application to produce digitised maps for
the research area. This was aimed at producing a georeferenced distribution of
locations of archaeological artefaatsd features in relation to the sites surveyed as
pointed out through oral historical accour®?S was used in conjunction with
more traditional cartographic implements such as a compass, ranging pole and
measuring tapes during survey. The GRS mainlyhandled by a research assistant
who happens to own the system and waypoints of recorded items were saved into
the GPS and manually on a fieldwork note which was taken by this researcher. The
compass and the directional arrows were also used for obt#aeiirection of the

features to the north as well as to indicate the direction respectively. To be as
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systematic as possible, the strategy adopted was to establish a reference point(s)

from where the team would taldf to other sites intended for a suyve

The archaeological survey research encountered some challenges involving human
induced, and naturally occurring impacts on the environment, limited and/or lack
of access to some of the sites, and religi@ated constraints. Based on the current
natue of the llorin landscape, various seeiconomic transformations over the
years have contributed largely to the destruction of the material cultural remains in
the area. These developments are in the form of built structures sucadas
schools, residdial areas, hospitalsand shops (Figure 3.1, 3.5, 3.6 &3.7.
Furthermore, cultivation of the land area and human traffic have also contributed to
the material culture loss in the area. Some parts of the Okesuna llorin area had also
undergone series ot-occupations by the 30century, even after the assumed
period of destruction of the area in the earl{} ¢8ntury. During, and even prior to,

this doctoral fieldwork, various projects such as the grading of roads and
construction of buildingsverewitnessed by this researcher attesting to a massive

loss of material culture evidence.

It is a common challenging phenomenon, as many archaeological sites within built

up areas result in the loss of valuable material information on evidence of past social
complexity. This issue has been pointed out in many archaeological contexts within
Yorubaland Babalola 2016 Ogunfolakan 2009). This is unlike the situation
encountered in most areas of the savanna where abandoned settlements sites are
large open spacdsss densely populated or settlement mounds with relatively little
disturbance recorded for the archaeological work. Such sites have been reported for
areas such as Chad, Borno and even BRejpublic(Connah 1976Giade 2016

Haour 2018). These abandonaathaeological sites offer opportunities for more
systematic surveys such as transect or quadrant surveys, which are not possible in

built-up areas.
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Figure 3.1 Constructioractivities in some part of the investigated area of Okesuna
llorin, where traces of destroyed archaeological materials were observed.

Naturally induced environmental impacts such as erosion compounded the negative
impacts of human activities on archaeological materials. Evidence of small gullies
on roadway®xposing material remains caused by erosion were noticeable in some
of the surveyed sites. While some of the materials have been lost through this
phenomenon, one positive result was that the exposure caused by erosion facilitated
the discovery of artefagtotherwise buried underground and invisible to the
researcher. The fieldwork also coincided with the time when schools in llorin were
in session, as some of the areas investigated were located within school grounds.
This resulted in the restrictions of mement in and out of some of the sites and it

was only one of these school grounds for which full access was granted.

Furthermore, the religious sensitivity of some of the sites associated with the
Okesuna llorin area was another aspect the research t&hin havigate during

the survey exercise. Some of the sites were attached to significant Islamic history
of Okesuna and the larger llorin area and as such, various precautions were taken
to enable access to such sites where possible. For instance,yavisitdo such

sites, when accessible, participating members of the research team included
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indigenous Muslim participants to speak on our behalf during each visit. This was
particularly the case for survey activities associated with some rock siteedttach

to the Okesuna llorin settlement as one is known for attracting a daily convergence
of various Islamic sects for the performance of their religious obligations (see
Figures3.30& 3.31). Due to the busy religious nature of the site, the site was visited
on three different occasions by the research team to document as much relevant

information as possible for the research.

Throughout the survey exercise, the researcher and her team made sure that the
purpose of the survey was clearly communicated to tihosslved, to ensure
adequate awareness of the research purposes. In fact, this strategy was very useful
in providing closure for the research team on any concern that might arise during
the survey periods. For instance, there were occasions in whiclo$dnegpeople
encountered expressed concern, at the sighting of a camera, as they thought the
research team might take their photographs for social media purposes without their
permission. Assuring them that their privacy would be respected during tles surv

process, paved the way for accessing some of the sites to conduct the survey.

3.3 The surveyed sites of the Okesuna llorin area

As mentioned earlier, archaeological surveys were carried out initially on known
sites of archaeological ardstorical importanceThis was followed by an attempt

by the research team to identify further sites with archaeological potential. In all,
six sites were surveyed, of which five were previously knaGiesearchaeological
siteswerecomposeaf four plans and two intervening hilltop$he identification

of a new archaeological site indicates that there exae past sitesn the area
whichareoverlain by preserday llorin. The archaeological survey, however, only
covered an area of 2.5 by 1.7kiguare (Fure 3.2). As earlier pointed out, this was
associated with the challenges encountered during the survey most especially the
built-up nature of the site. Though oral historiéisnoh 1994Johnson 1921) of the
Okesuna llorin area attest to thetféhat it was a very large settlement in the past.
While Figure 3.2 presents the digitised map of the surveyed sites, the names and
coordinates of the sites are presented in Table 3.1. The characteristics of each site

and their associated survey actigtare discussed below.
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Figure 3.2 Map of sites surveyed within the Okesuna llorin asggroximately 2.5 by
1.7km or 4.25km squailgmage prepared by Macham Mangut based on Owoseni field
data 2020).
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SITES SURVEYED
S/No Latitude Longitude Name Feature Remark
1 8280631.| 43106 28.| Kwara State| School Known
College of | buildings, | site located
Education trees on flat
(KWCOED) | (Appendix | land area
2),
potsherds,
potsherd
pavements,
granitic
outcrops etc
2 828651.| 4300653.| Adewole | Modernday| Known
Estate buildings, | site located
patches of on flat
potsherd | land area
pavements,
embedded
potsherds in
soil matrix
3 8280611.| 4°30659.| ApaaSuna | Granitic Known
rock ste outcrop and| rock site
rock
hollows.
Modern day
buildings
4 8280641.| 4310647 .| Abdulkadir School New site
College buildings,
(SAC) buried
potsherds
5 8280641.| 4310647 .| Government| School Site
Day School | building previously
llorin known for
(GDSS) evidence
of potsherd
pavements
6 8280659 .| 4310634 .| Okesunahill| Granitic Known
site outcrop and| rock site
rock
hollows.
Modern day
building

Table 3.1 Surveyed sites of Okesuna llorin, their coordinates and features (Table
prepared based on Owoseni field data 2020).

3.3.1. Kwara State College of Education, llorin site

The first site was the Kwara State College of Education (KWCOED) (Figures 3.2,
3.3 &3.4. Table 3.1 for coordinates). The site was already known for its significant
and abundant archaeological remains. Due to the richness of the archaeological
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evidence on its landscape, Kwara State College of Education site has also been the
focusoftheanual studentsd archaeol ogical tra
grounds, when so much around it is built up, (see Figures 3.2, 3.3 & 3.4) make it a

placed conducive to archaeological surveys and excavations.

Presently occupied by the college, thie s bound to the northeast by Government
Day School, llorin; south by a river known @slo Okun (Okun River), west by
Adewole residential estate, and east by the major federal road leading from llorin
through Ibadan to Lagos (see Figure 3.2 and Taldlg @imoh 1994 Onikoko
1992). Prior to the establishment of the college on the site, it was reported that the
grounds were previously occupied by two institutions; the Federal Government
school College and a School of Nursing before the location wasuellgrceded

to the college in 1974. Although Okesuna llorin was reportedly abandoned after its
destruction in the early ¥&entury by the emerging llorin emirate, oral information
gathered from an informant, who is also a descendant of Okesunagilarier
indicates that some smalleompounds within the quartencluding his ancestral
home, were not abandoned until thd" 2@ntury.The presence of #arge baobab
(Adansoniadigitata) tree within thecollege sitevas furtherattested to as evidence

of past settlemeriy theinformant(Figures 3.& 3.9 and Table 3.3Lultural trees

such as Adobab(Adansonia digitata)and tamarind tree@amarindus indicapre
regarded aspast narkes suggestingabandonedsettlemerg in West Africa
including the Yorub&egion (Bascom 1969; Darling 2008; Ogundiran 200Z&)js

is due to theidonger lifecycle spanningfter the collapse ahost archaeological

sites.
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Figure 3.3 Map showing the spatial distribution of artefacts and features within Kwara
State College of Education (KWCOED) and Sheikh Abdulkadir College (SAC), llorin
grounds (Image prepared by Macham Mangut based on Owoseni field data 2020)
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Figure 3.4 Site map showing a closer view of artefacts and features distribution within
Kwara State College of Education (KWCOED) groundsage prepared by Macham
Mangut based on Owoseni field data 2020)
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Figure 3.5The main gate (see Figure 3.3) on the road (Education Road) leading to the
Kwara State College of Education first gate (see Figure 3.3) and other connecting areas of
llorin. The College is on the left side of the road (Photo: Teni Omoh 2020)

Figure 36. The first Gate entrance of the Kwara State College of Education used as
primary baseline for the survey (see Figure 3.3 and Table 3.3 for location) (Photo: Teni
Omoh 2020)
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Since the survey commenced within the Kwara State Collededotation
grounds, the survey team members, many of whom were new to the site, were
first shown round to identify archaeological materials and briefed on what the
survey was designed to achieve. Following this exercise, survey commenced
from the first gat®f the college grounds using it as the primary baseline (Figures
3.3 & 3.6 Table 3.3) with the use of the GPS. The survey activities moved from
the gate along a main unpaved road inside the college in the northwest direction

towards a central mosque (bigs 3.4 & 3.7, Table 3.1).

The central mosque ardacated at the centre of tlvellegesite was the main

focal point of the investigation and has been the usual starting point of the Kwara
StateUniversityar c haeol ogi cal st udtetherishtatdree el dwor
of archaeological materials remains in the surrounding landsaapst

especially pottery and potsherd pavements. Other find spots near the mosque

were identified and recorded. For instance, evidence of pottery remains in
association wth broken grinding stones, and fragmented bones, southwest of the

central mosque, were observed at a slightly elevatésherd pavementrea

assumed probably to be a small mound (Fig8rgs3.4& 3.8ac, Table 3.2 for

coordinates).

Figure 3.7. The central mosque with evidence of visible archaeological materials (See
Figure 3.4 and Table 3.1 for its the location and coordinate (Photo: Emmanuel Adeara
2020)
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Figure 3.8ac. a. The elevated area southwest of the mosque where patahdrd
associated material remains (b and c) were noted on the ground surface (Figure 3.8a
marked as mound drigure3.4 and Figure 3.8b marked as 7 & 8 on Figures 3.33%)
Photo: Macham Mangu

e

[ 8

o

Figure 3.9 A baobab tre¢Adansoniadigitata) located within the College of Education grounds,
possible indicator of past human habitation (see also Figures 3a8)Bl4ble 3.3) (Photo:
Yusufu lyanda 2020)
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Around the central mosque, the team concentrated on recording evidence of pottery
remains, potsherd pavements and associated material evidence for further investigation.
Apart from pottery clusters with or without other material remains such as lithics and
the remains of animal bonéBigure 3.8lg, 3.11, 3.12 & 3.13)GPS recordings we

also taken of singular embedded surface potsherds relevant to the studys@itfuke

3.11). Oral information gathered during the survey even suggested possible functions of
some of the material deposits recorded. For instance, it was suggestee thtdritic

stone associated with a cluster of potsherds (Figures 33123 might have been used

as part of a rituatontext ascribed to thEsudeity due to the appearance of assumed
dried palm oil on the stone surface. Apart from the estimated diameter of the lateritic
stone, which measured 25cm, no other analysis was done as the stone unfortunately

went missing during the field research.

Figure 3.10Embedded potsherd remains left for further investigation during surface
collections (marked 12 on Figures &3.4) (Photo: Jamiu Amuda 2020).
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Figure 3.11Embedded potsher@mainsfrom Kwara State College of Education llorin site
recordel during survey (marked 11 on Figures 3.3 & 3.4) (Photo: Emmanuel Adeara 2020).

Figure 3.12Mapping of a cluster of embedded potsherds and lateritic stone (lithic) located
south of the central mosque during surveys (marked 13 on Figures3343Table 3.2 for
location) (Photo: Jamiu Amuda 2020).
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Figure 3.13Closer view of Figure 3.12 shomg a cluster of potsherds aathbedded
lateritic stone (Photo: Jamiu Amuda 2020).

Apart from pottery, the study of potsherd pavements (Figures-31B)formeda
significant part of this research in terms of examining the nature of their technblogica
developments and chronology. This is with a view to considering certain aspects of
their characteristics, useful for understanding their contributions to the past social
organisation of the Okesuna llorin area within the wider region. Some of the
characeristics include the study of their architectural attributes, associated material

culture (mainly pottery), distribution, and orientations.

GPS recordings and photographs were taken of all potsherd pavements identified
during the survey (Table 3.2) some of which were in very close proximity and as such,
a singleGPS recording was taken for the gro§eme areas of potsherd pavements
were thenselected for further study and possible conservation. These were then
labelled accordingly (Table 3.2) with some being earmarked for further study as
discussed in Chapter 4.
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Figure 3.14. An example of one of the potsherd pavements noted nearstiee (marked 5 on
Figures 3.3 3.4).

a. b.
Figure 3.15&b. Potsherd pavements on the unpaved road between the college hall (visible in
photo) and the central mosque located to the south (not visible here). b. Closer view of the
potsherd pavements (marked as 1 on Figures 331k

Measurements of the lengthdahbreadth of each potsherd pavements identified were
taken at the areas of highest concentration (Table 3.2). Other aspects of the architecture
studied include evidence of material inclusions and direction of orientation. In terms
of inclusion, the potshdrpavements located on the elevated area southwest of the
central mosque area provided a unique form of information (Figure 3.16). The outline
of a buried pot was observed within the pavement. The potsherd pavement was then
recorded and marked for furthewestigation.
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The orientation of the potsherds making up the pavements was also studied, examining
the direction of spread or arrangement of potsherd pavements on the ground surface.
The study was informed by earlier studies of potsherd pavements aautiedthe

Kainji Dam and northeast Osun areas of Nigeria by Nzewunwa (1989) and
Ogunfolakan (2009) respectively. In their study of potsherd pavements of these sites,
they pointed out thatifferent orientation of potsherd making up the pavement implies
that several people were working at the site at the same time, facing in different
directions (Nzewunwa 1989; Ogunfolakan 2009). The orientation of the potsherd
pavements at Kwara State College of Education llorin was carried out with the use of
visual obserations, a compass and the directional arrow, and showed that the potsherd
pavements point in two directions: eagst and southeasbrthwest (Figures 3.17 &

3.18). This suggests that the construction of the potsherd pavements at Okesuna llorin
was carred out by artisans facing in different directio@sal information from llorin

further corroborated this hypothesis for the Okesuna llorin potsherd pavements.

Figure 3.16Potsherd pavements showing evidence of the thin outline of a buried pot. The
longer ruler and the black arrow pointing east are placed beside part of the pot Batfigizng
polelength=1m (the potsherd pavement marked 6 on Figure€3334).
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Figure 3.17. Potsherd pavement is orieriteaneastwestlirection(marked 5
onFigures 3.3 &3.4) (Photo: David Okanlawon 2020).

| kueosd 2020
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Figure 3.18Potsherd pavement is oriented in southeastthwest (marked 10 on
Figures 3.3 & 3.4) (Photo: Jacob James 2020).

After the survey of the areas around the central mosqueamagieted, the team then
moved towards the second gate of the college gro(fidare 3.20) located on the
southwest of the mosque (see Figure 3.3 and Table 3.3 for location), taking GPS
recordings of significant features found along the route. Otheffisagrt features that

were taken into consideration, while using the GPS tool apart from the central mosque,
and the main road gate include the college fence, water reservoir, &Dkuhaver

which flows south of the college (Figures 3.3, 3.4, 3.192) &nd Table 3.3).
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Figure 3.19The researcher during the surveys of a concrete water ressrieiara State
College of Education grounds llorin (see Figures 3.3 &3.4 and Table 3.3 for concrete water
reservoir location and coordinates) (Photo: EmmbAdeara 2020).

Figure3.20The researcher at t he Suovkyingepgoeedsyses e c 0 n C
Figure 3.3 and Table 3.2 for its locationthe map and the coordinates respectivé®joto:
David Okanlawon 2020).

81



Other culturalmarkers recorded for this site were important economic and cultural
trees such as the baobakdénsonia digitaty Igi Odan Terminalia avicennioides)

and the oil palm Elaeis guineensisfFigures 3.9, 3.21 & 3.22Appendix2). The

i denti fication of the trees was <carried
prior knowledge, information provided by field assistants, and members of the local
community. The baobab tree (see Figures 3.3. 3.4 & 3.9 and Table 3.3) was not
discoveed until June202Q when it came up during oral data collection with one of

the descendants of the Okesuna area. The researcher and her assistant were allowed
limited time within the college grounds due to the lockdown occasioned by the-Covid

19 pandemiconly photographs of the tree were taken, and the coordinates were later

determined using Google Earth.

The presence of these trees in archaeological contexts indicate evidence of past human
settlements. Trees such dgi Odan (Terminalia avicennioides)and baobab
(Adansonia digitatpare cultural markers of past human occupation, some of which
indicate residence of important people or families. Information gathered from an
informant in llorin (Alhaji KamoruAbdulraham head ofOdo Okuncompound, pers.

comm 2020 revealed that his family compound referred tAag, in the past, was
located around the baobab tree within the college grounds. Baobab trees are widely
found within many archaeological contexts of West Africa such agl&d@gundiran

2012, seeFigure 28).
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Figure 3.211gi Odan Terminalia avicennioidegfee; an indication of
past human settlement. (Photo: Bolu Ajayi 2020).
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Figure 3.220il palm Elaeis guineens)jswithin the Kwara State College of Education grounds.
(Photo: Bolu Ajayi 2020).

While a more opportunistic survey and GPS recordings were only carried out for other
parts of the college grounds with no surface collection, a systematic pottery surface
collection was conducted on the land area south of¢héral mosque (Figure 3.23).

This area south of the central mosque was selected for pottery surface collection
because of its more open space with evidence of visible pottery materials which led to
identifying the area for excavation activiti€ottery surface collection wasformed

also by previous report on(Otukoko 2014)and personal observations die

distribution of pottery scatters across the collggrinds.

A datum point was established at the base ajastalcoral tree Erythrina caffrg.
The tree is located approxinehit 24m easbvf thecollege central mosquehich served
as a temporary benchmark (see Table 3.3 for coordindtes)primary baseline was

then measured from the base of the tree to 22m north using a compass, ranging poles,
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measuring tapes, and pegs to derate 2m intervals along the line (Figure 3.23). In
order to ensure accuracy of measurement, a secondary baseline was also established
from the base of the tree to about 90m west, where the tree obstructed the line of sight

along the primary baseline.

Asaresult, a gridded area was established, measuring 30m southwards from the datum
tree and 82m westwards. As previously mentioned, only pottery was considered for
surface collection. Other materials such as lithics, and potsherds (Figures 3.11 & 3.12)
thatwere still embedded within the surface soil matrix were not collected as surface
finds but considered for further analysis. The purpose of the surface collection was to
obtain a database for a comparative analysis with materials retrieved from excavation

contexts.

Figure 3.23. The team members gridding the area of the mound as part of the larger survey
exercise on the southern end of the Kwara State College of Education central mosque for further
investigation (Photo: Jamiu Amuda 2020).
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Sn/feature Latitude Longitude Name Length and breadth Location Other remarks
1 8°28'33.60"N | 4°31'28.83"E| Potsherd pavement 0.89m x 0.43m 28.5m north of central mosque are
Located on the untarred road
between the mosque and the
CollegeCommunity Multipurpose
hall and 15m south of the latter
2 8°28'32.98"N | 4°31'28.54"E| Potsherd pavement 3.85m x 1.45m 25m south of feature 1. Located i
front of the central mosque.
3 8°28'32.02"N | 4°31'28.77"E | Potsherd pavement 0.85m x 0.5m 4.7meast of the central mosque
4 8°28'32.10"N | 4°31'28.95"E | Potsherd pavement 3.77m x 0.97m 5.3m east of Feature 3. Feature 4 potsherd pavements are th
patches of potsherd pavement in clog
proximity. It is assumed the patches
must have been a continuous band
linked together in the past but were
discontinued as a result of human
interference. These patches were tak
and mapped as one potsherd pavems
5 8°28'32.15"N | 4°31'28.73"E | Potsherd pavement 1.13m x 0.7m 5.4m north of Feature 3
6 8°28'30.91"N | 4°31'26.33"E| Potsherd pavement 2m x 1.5m 70m southwest of Feature 5
(with a buried pot)
7 8°28'30.93"N | 4°31'26.86"E Concentration of Nil 200m southwest of feature 8
potsherds
8 8°28'30.96"N | 4°31'26.95"E Concentration of Nil 40m northwest of feature 6
Potsherds
9 8°28'29.25"N | 4°31'16.22"E| Potsherd pavement Nil 1.3km northwest othe central
mosqgue
10 8°28'32.34"N | 4°31'27.26"E | Potsherd pavement 0.7m x 0.4m
11 8°28'30.34"N | 4°31'21.91"E Concentration of 3.4m x 1.2m
potsherds
12 8°28'31.04"N | 4°31'27.54"E Buried broken Nil
potsherds
13 8°28'31.28"N | 4°31'28.49"E | Assumed shrine site Nil
(i.e. Esu)

Table 3.2. Coordinates of GPS oeded artefacts arféatures within the Kwara State College of Education site (see feature number marked on Figure 3.3) in

estimating surface area, measurements were taken from the point of greatest concentration of sherds.
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S/No Latitude Longitude Name

1 8°28'29.00"N 4°31'49.78"E Main Gate

2 8°28'31.59"N 4°31'42.22"E 1st Gate

3 8°28'32.60"N 4°31'6.58"E 2nd Gate

4 8°28'501"N 4°31'49.49"E Concrete water
reservoir tank

5 8°28'27.94"N 4°31'31.43"E Baobab tree

6 8°28'521"N 4°31'486"E CoastalCoral tree

Table3.3. Coordinates of major features recorded Kwara State College of Education
(KWCOED), llorin.

Based on the material remains identified within the Kwara State College of Education
site grounds, the area was then selected for excavation. Using the site as the base site
(Table 3.4) for other survey areas, reconnaissance proceeded to the other sites
beginning with the Adewole residential estate skpart from the Governmerday
Secondary School and Sheikh Abdulkadir College which are easily trekkable, other

areas including the Adewole estate site were reached with the aid of a vehicle.

S/No Location Distance of Site to Remark
Kwara State College
of Education, llorin
1 Government Day 0.5km northeast of No evidence of potsherd
Secondary School, KWCOED pavements detected as o
Odo-Okun 2020. It was last detected
2013
2 SheikhAbdulkadir 0.65km northeast of Buried pot remains
College, KWCOED
3 Adewole Estate, 1.3km northwest of Visible evidence of
KWCOED potsherd pavements
4 Apata Suna 1.1km southeast Rock site with rock
hollows, buildings
5 Okesuna hill site 0.8km northeast Rock site with rock
hollows, buildings.

Table 3.4 Distance of surveyed sites to Kwara State College of Education (KWCOED)),
llorin.

3.3.2. Adewole Residential Estate Site

The Adewole site was visited due to the previously reported evidence of potsherd
pavements at a spot within the site by Otukoko (2014) (Figure 3.2 and Tables 3.1
& 3.4). This is located in one of the estate streets known as Ogaminana. The

intention of theopportunistic survey of the site was to identify the possibility of
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discovering further archaeological remains. Though few traces of potsherds were
observed within a shallow gully around the potsherd pavement, probably exposed
by erosion, no other signitimt material evidence was found. As a result, the
activity was limited to mapping using a GPS (Figure 3.24). Although a GPS
recording of the Adewole Estate potsherd pavement had previously been
documented (Otukoko 2014), another GPS recording was takeengore

consistency in all the GPS recordings taken for the research.

Figure 3.24: Adewole Estate potsherd pavement sigaminana street. The red arrow
pointing to the potsherd pavement (see Figure 3.2, Table 3.1).

3.3.3. Government Dagchool, Odo Okun llorin site

GovernmeniDay School OddDkun site (see Figures 3.2, 3.3, 3.25 and Table 3.1
and 3.4) was visited as it had initially been reported as a site with potsherd
pavements. The team proceeded first to the location of the potsherohgra.

Unfortunately, the reported location was occupied by a metallic structure, and no
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traces of the potsherd pavement were found. Further satiexyptsn the school
ground yielded no appreciable result.

Moreover, the school grounds are highly disad and not conducive to an
intensive survey as it is fully occupied with school buildings. Based on the oral and
ethnohistorical accounts of the site as part of the larger Okesuna llorin area, as well
as the previous report of evidence of archaeologealains, the site was also
mapped using the GPS (Figures &.3.3).

Figure 3.25. The GovernmebBiay Secondary School, llorin located northeast of Kwara
State College of Education (Photo: Macham Mangut 2020).

3.3.4. Sheikh Abdulkadir CollegHorin site

Of all the sites surveyed, Sheikh Abdulkadir college was the only one that was not
previously known for its evidence of material remains (Figd:&, 3.26, Tables

3.1& 3.4). During survey of the Governmdday Secondary School site, a staff
member informed the researcher of the possible existence of material evidence
within the grounds of the Sheikh Abdulkad@ollege grounds. Six separate
locations featuring buried pottery were identified by the team within proximity to
one another (markedgd4, 15, 16, 17, 18 and 19 on Figure 3.3, Figures 3.27 & 3.
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28), and their coordinates were recorded (Table 3.5). A further survey of the area
for possible excavation however yielded no positive result.

Al
B »

23 s s B

Figure 3.26The Sheikh Abdulkadir College, the new site that was included in the fieldwork
survey.

Figure 3.27Embedded potshescatSheikh Abdulkadir College (marked as 15 on Figure
3.3) (Photo: Macham Mangut 2020).
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Figure 3.28Embedded potshes@t SheikhAbdulkadir College (marked as 19 on Figure

3.3) (Photo: Macham Mangut 2020).

Sn Latitude Longitude Features Legend

1 8°28'41.69"N 4°31'47.05"E Buried Pot 14

2 8°28'41.79"N 4°31'46.97"E Buried Pot 15

3 8°28'41.78"N 4°31'47.13"E Buried Pot 16

4 8°28'41.74"N 4°31'47.06"E Buried Pot 17

5 8°28'41.60"N 4°31'47.02"E Buried Pot 18

6 8°28'41.43"N 4°31'47.09"E Buried Pot 19

Table 3.5 Coordinates of GPS remded artefacts and features within the Kwara State

College of Education and Sheikindulkadir College.

3.3.5. Apata Suna rock site

Located on the southern end of the Kwara State College of Education grounds,
across th®©kunRiver (Odo Okun, the Apata Sunaock site was the next focus of
survey and had also previously been reportedaaisqf the Okesuna landscape
(Figure 3.2)The granitic rocky sitesisituatedalong an area known as Olorunsogo
and it isanelevated site with a mosque constructed on top of the rock, enclosed by
a fenced wall(Figure 3.29). In front of the rock site are some buildings, one of

which was reported to be a church. Though the enclosed compound of the rock site
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