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Abstract

Occupied by the United States Army Air Forbetween 1942 and 1945 as part of the allied strategic
bombing campaigthe bases of the Eighth Air Force have left an enduring legacy darilscape of
the East of EnglanBy viewing thesairfields asndividualassemblagecomposed of people, places,
objects, and temporalities, this thesis will offer new perspectives on the material and social

transformation of militarised spaces into affge places.

Employing muldisciplinary conceptof affect theoryspedrality, and temporality| will argue that the bases

of the Eighth Air Forcehave acquired their patina of affect through an intensive process of meaakigg
shaped by the emainal effects of air combat and tlstrategic needo counterthem The desi r e

i t hoimboth senses of the phrasaesulted inthe production of distinctive localities and affective
economieghat reorientated bodies within the entanglementtbe air base assemblad: anchoring

personnelin the present through the promotion aéspritdecormsnd t he i nvocation of
commander8occupation with the affective qualities of morale helped orientate airmeade the anxious

affects of an uncertain future as a collective group.

Usirg the extant material culture of the bases, official wartime documents, diaries, and veteran memoirs, this
thesis will show howhese affective connectiorsairvivedthe war, susténed through translocal veteran

networks, transnational heritagisation effts, the affective language stiorytelling and the symbolic

significance aihe returndof veterans and their descendants to East Anglee finalchapterwill consider

the future of these obsolete military sitemnd the absent presences that residatia phantasmic landscagpe

amid increasing pressure to find new uses for the ldingill explore ways in which affective connections

can becaptured and the ghosts of the pasvaked throughheritageplacemaking as process that brings

togethervarioustechnologief memory.

Word Count: 92,320 (including footnotes)
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List of Abbreviations

USAAF 0§ United States Army Air Force
BG 6 Bomb Group
ARW 9 Air Refueling Wing

NCO o Non-commissioned Officer (a necommissioned officer is a military officer who has not
pursued a commission. Necommissioned officers usually earn their position of authority by

promotion through the enlisted ranks i.e. a sergeant)

EM 06 Enlisted Mane. servicemen below the rank of sonissioned officer.
RAF & Royal Air Force

Gl d General Issue

ARG 0 Airfield Research Group
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Chapter I: Introduction

The Affect of Home

24t November 1944

It was 3am wherthe Duty Sergeant threw pen the door of theNissen hut, drawing the frosty air

into the barracks like a sharp intake of breath. The men rose wearily, dressddnnesiand

stumbled into the bitter English night towards the waiting jedépshe mess hj a breakfast of fresh

eggs and bacona rare feast brought sighs of resignation. It was well known within the 100th

Bomb Group that fresh eggs, rather than thewdered variety, were only served before the most
dangerous of missioAgdAfter eating asnuch breakfast as they alnl stomach, the men made their

way across the airfield to Headquarters to be
2nd LtTony Pecyk, a cpilot assigned to the 100th Bomb Group, descdlibe scae on entering

the briefing room

0 At ddorreach one of us checked into the attendance man. When briefing time
came the officer in charge called roll. Then th& 8fficer was itroduced, he gave

us the first glimpse of our mission today. As he aros@udl the curtan from the

wall map, you auld feel the anxiety of the pilots, copilots, navigators, and
bombardiers permeating the atmosphe¥ehis is all occurring at the officer

briefing. Just before he yanked the curtain acute silence accompaniadxiety.

This was due to the speculatioof going to Meresburg. The most feared target in
the E.T.O. because of its intense flak and fighter support. There at Meresburg the
air corps usually loses 40 or more bombedsisually more. The irony of it is that

t hey h atoemudhtsuctess of knkimg it out. This causes them to return
to it. Anyhow, when the boys saw it wasndt

anxiety vanish.d

ti s fair to assume from Pecyk tascttesnokethathitkens h a t

Me

t

the atmosphered t he bri efing room. Affect, defined by
bodies of human and ot heaovinhbetwaeghedes mimedime at es t he

1 John AlderClark,An Eighth Air Ford@ombat Diary: A Firgterson, Contemporaneous Account of Combat
Missions Flown with the 100th Bomb Group, England, 1944 (United StatesProctor Publications2001),
153

2a[ G ¢2ye t 190 BIMO Group Kdurddtieny
http://www.100thbg.com/index.php?option=com_content&view=article&id=212:-Rabny-pecyks-
diary&catid=25&Itemid=58accessed %t October 2022].

10


http://www.100thbg.com/index.php?option=com_content&view=article&id=212:2nd-lt-tony-pecyk-s-diary&catid=25&Itemid=581
http://www.100thbg.com/index.php?option=com_content&view=article&id=212:2nd-lt-tony-pecyk-s-diary&catid=25&Itemid=581

anticipation and belongifdit the front of the room the SE Officer conducts thisrchestra of

feelingthroughthe simpleaction of removindhe curtain to reveal the target on the mapuning

into the affective feedbadkop, the commanding officers obsertre collective reactiorof the

assembled men asaeans ofgauging h e g mavale A fesr months eaikr, in March 1944, the

curtain had been pulled back to reveal the target of Belllhereas pevious missions tdhe

German capital had been met with resigned groans, on this occasion there wame@sye silence.

100" BG comnmanderCol onel Bennett o6felt petrifi ekbr this w
t he groupods c oihta@ wab bne ting mdrd dangerauts the fighting spiribf a

bomb groupthan abject terror, it was the afence ofemotion.

Winter2006

Standing at the top of the restored control tower at Thorpe Abbottee 100th Bomb Group

Foundatio® Official HistorianMike Faleygazes out across the muddy fields of Thorpe Abbotts and

the thin strip of broken concrete Wwich once served asthepe met er track. O0You car
those engines struggling to take off, the squeak of the brakes as i@y &ach other down the

perimet er track towar ds t akkehoes 6fthe Mighty Eighthartdle 6 r ecal |
published in the nevistter of the 100th Bomb Group Foundation about his experience of visiting

Thorpe Abbotts the wartime home 6the 100ths For Faley, whoansiders himself an expert on the

history of the Bomb Group, the wartime stories he has iensed himself in over thgears are

played out in vivid technicolour when he looks out from the control tower at Thorpe Abbotts. But

it is not only the sights, soursdand smells of the wartime base that are embodied during this

moment, but also the emotianof the men who once ocqied this airfield Yo feel you are at a

speci al p | a c eddany ofcyourf10GthrBG geterajkstlyairyinnocence here; you

friends for life were made here, and many took off, never to return. Thorpe Abbotts evakeof

these emotions athmore.6

For many visitors to the 100th Bomb Group Memorial Museum, fthrener airfieldis an affective

spae, where encounters with the ntariality of the wartime base the building, objects and

landscapec o mb i n e wsiovvnhmemarysarkttmeticd affective intensities;reimpact

described by Massumi as t he monvimatory motioe,n t he body
r e s o neoriMikenFaley, these empathetic affects are qualified as a connectedness to the past, a

feeling which in turn mamsts itself as belongin@ sense of being at home. As Gerald Twomey, the

SpAISE CKNATGHIT WeKS a{ Sy i BEPatas Socleya@. 1 No/IR2069K88G LG al & t

4John R. NilssofThe Story of the Centu(galifornia: setpublished, 1945 49
5Mike Faley®® OK2 S&a 2 F (i K SplasheBI0IE37, MoA17Fpring 2006)
6. NAIFY al addzyiAz a¢ K@ltutaldzitgusiRoe (1®%Hs6! FFSOG ¢ =
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son of a 100th BG pilot articlae s, 61 s a v o kRperencal|visttilgehe inwsdum]taha s e
homecomi ng of sorts, ceovrneme cotne doh erent i sOpbat caimieasnhde rteib
the atmosphere of Thorpe Abbotts affects visitors in multiple ways across vamgisters, the

potential for indviduals tofeel the pads particularly revealing of the affective capacity of the

museumexperience.

The juxtapodtion of these two vignettes, describing on the one hand the bursts and flows of

intensities experiencedybaircrews as they prepare forraission, and on the other, the emotional

responses of visitors to the control tower museumginforces the idea of wéime Eighth Air Force

bases as 6thickd places that are 06 sphilosophgsd wi t h a2
EdwardCaseyandSaraAhmedé However, it also emphasises the significance of affective

connections betwen people and places ifiaiting and processg these intensitiesin both of the

scenarios presented above, the affective responses of individuals occur tta@oghplex

interaction oflocation material cultureanda web ofsocial, cultural and histical contexts As

Twomeynoted, visitors to Thorpe Abbotts fealconnectedi n t i me Bywiewingthea c e 0 .

wartime airfields and their posvar remnants as s where affect is transmitted, processed, and

circulated, there is the potential for a dper understanding of howtsictures of feeling emerge

within situatedmilitary communities, and how these connections can develop, inteasdyshift

over time.This concept of affective connectioisborrowed from Spinoza, who sees affects as ways

of connecting to others. AsMas umi suggests, Ot haoyin@acesseslarger angl e
than ourselves. With intensified affect comes a stronger sensenbieddedness in a larger field of

life & a heightened sense of belonging, with otherpeapled t o ot®%her pl aces. 0

This study aims to identify and examine thlvingaffectivetopographyof former Eighth Air Force

basedrom the war years to the preserday, before offering reflections on thieiture heritage

management ahe sites From a pratical perspective, it inoped that this thesis offers a timely
asessment of Englandds Second Wdscolrsksar®adraffeeti r f i el d
and therole of the morethanrepresentational heritagestudies While the research for his study

has focused onhiree specifi&ighth Air Forcébasesthe general findings can be applied to any of the

one hundred basesperated bythe Eighth Air Forceduring the Second World Wat!

"Gerald S. Twomey, . F O1 G2 ¢ K2NLJS ! 00 2 (iof"BE Mémorfal2Vi@dm AVBiEZNY S& ¢ oY
S8QRGINR {® /I aSes a.SGsSSy DS23INILKE | yR2INE RIKEZZ2 LIK& Y
Annals of the Association of American Geograph@®is91, No.4 (2001) pp.683¢93 ; Sara Ahmed,he

Cultural Politics of Ematn (New York: Routledge, 28).

al NHF NBG 2SGKSNBtf>x aCSStAy3a wdzZ Saz !GY2alLIKSNBa I yR
9Y2{iA2yl finGd#MavRISaidiPeter Aggleton (edd)yilege, Agencgnd Affect: Understanding

the Production and Effects of Aart (London: Palgrave Macmillan UK, 2013)

10 Brian MassumiPolitics of Affec(London: Wiley2015), 6.
1 pPaul Francis, Richard Flagg, Graham Q¥iisig, Thousand Miles of Concrékéstoric England, 20164
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Indeed, he rationale behind this study is partly motivateyglthe desire to explore he enormous

social and environment impact that airfield construction had on East AAgli&45Aeroplane
articleds dessropheownwasft &ahecU&f B-weshocoastioer anchor
Europed, gitwteeenosniyofairfiddccanstrection during the warand the physical

imprint that the 9,000 miles of concretadeliblyleft on the British countrysidé2 Now, as the

Ministry of Defence, Historic Englafidcal councilsandheritageorganisationsincreasingly seek to

assesshe significancef militarisedlandscapeprior to potential redevelopmentthere has never

been amore opportune momento better our understanding of thdistoric, social, and emotional
complexifesof thesewartime basesAs Deleuze and Guattari ingis, ©O6we know not hing ¢
[ human or i nhuman] wuntil we know wh adlLookingtocan do,
the future, it is hoped that byunderstanding how wartime baskave been socially and

phenomenologially constructed over tim, there can be opportunitiesd preserve andorge

affective connectionthroughthe production of new localitiethat meansomething to hose who

call them home

Historical Overview

During the Second World War thésighthAir Force amounted to the greast air armada the world
had ever seen, reaching a total strength of 200,00 personnel by 9didi4 At its peak it could put

up 2,000 bombrs and 1,000 fighters in the @n any one missiat? While the Eighth enjoyed

alnost total air superiority by the ad of the war, this dominance came at a heavy cost. Half of the
United States Ar myasusltiesin thewacwer@ suffefey tBeyhAir Force,
totalling over 26,000 dead Formed in 1942, the missiaof the Eghthwas deemed to be onef the
utmost strategic importancét he deci mati on of the Axisd industr
destruction of the Nazi fightingpirit1” While the RAF would bomb targets by night, tBéghth

would brave the onslaughtfdighter planes and argircraft fire to conduct daylight raids on
strategic targets, includingdustrial complexes, railway yards anéBdat pensTo facilitatethis
round-the-clock strategic bombing campaign, thighth Air Forcevasassigned basestine East of

Englad, the majority of which vere constructed by Britistbuilding firmsas part of a reverse lend

2 peroplane 31 August 1945

B FélixGuattariand GillesDeleuze A Thousand Plateaus: Capitalism and Schizopht®tirmesota:University

of Minnesota Presg,987), 284

YGOAIKGK ! ANJ C2NDS | Aad2NE bths/OinWB& GfKiI/ADAUNIS/EZINID S CI OG0 { K
Sheets/Display/Article/333794/eighthir-force-history/ [accessed $ October 2022}.

Sibid

16 | bid

7 RichardOvery,The Bombing War: Europe, 193945 (London:Penguin Books Lingit, 2013 CCXLIII
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lease agreemenBy early 1942, farmlaratross Norblk, Suffolk, Essex, Cambridgeshard
Hertfordshire had been requisitioned by the AirBtry for the start of tre most ambitious civil
construction project ever undertaken in the United Kingdé®Approximately 690 bases were
constructed n Britain duing the war to meet the demands of tlewmbinedalliedair offensive
including over 100 Hields to facilitate theheavy bomberdfighters, and support groups the Eighth
Air Force?®

Figure2 Distribution of USAAF Eighth Air Force airfields (excluding Northern Irela
June 1944)

18 Geoff Mills and Daniel KnowleRAF and USAAF Airfields in theDuKng the Second World War: A
Complete GazettedNo publisherfonthill Media, 2022, 1.

19 NX (preiwsl tl of 150 airfieldhadincreased to 74®y the end of he war. John Schofield, Colleen M.
Beck, William Gray JohnsdvatSiel Culture: Thérchaeology of TwentietiEentury ConflictLondon:
Routledge, 20021173

14



EachType A airfield (the standard type for hgalwombers) required about 600 acres of lamchich
had to berequisitionedcleared and levelledbefore the130,000 tons of hardcoreould be laick® As
well as the economic impacts of an airfield constmctscheme of this scalgeachheavybomber
airfidd cost in the region of B00,000to construct, equivalent taapproximately £16 million in

t oday 0)»thapmwjeceayso had enormousnvironmental implications on the landscapés
Americanairfieldengineer and ornithologist, Robert S. Arbib, recdll@s each new field was
invaded by our crushing machinesgach new hedgerow was smashed and uprootedsdradtered,
as each greatak succumbed before axe and dynamite and bulldozer, we felt a partheF®is
nothing quite as final, quite as leveti g, a s a # Tha teanstodnatiomoéthedirfidlsites
from a landscapefaural fields and scattered homesteadsexpanse of concretesignalled the
beginning of a periodf social upheaval for the surrounding townglavillagesThe first USAA air
raid 9 a daylight attack on Rouen by twelvelBs h August 1942 was followed by a year of rapid
airfield constructiorand a mass influx of Americans to East Arf§lgy the end 0f1943, the Eighth
Air Force under the command of Brig Gen Ira Eakeccupied 119 stations, increasing to 133 in
194424 By this time he Eighthwas dvided into three numbered Bomb Divisions, which were
themselves split into Combat Wings, each made up of three heavy bombardbmenb) groups2s

Writing in 1946 John Nillsm, a USAAF press officearividly recalled the night thahe 100" Bomb
Group arrived at RAF Thorpe Abbotts Norfolk.

dhe Time, early June 1943. The mist hung stationary in the night air, andateniygldd, so
wan and haggard, wore a disiaalk. The Nissen huts hunched up in the blackougtgtigbtsor,
by day, hugin cans ripped in half. It was an air base, and new, from which the RAF, as Arabs in the

night, had pulled up its tents departed.

As an empty city, the base awaietdhyburly commerce of wiathe raucous noises, #stg, the
trepidations, ¢hboredom, from the whole alphabet of human emotions. Theypnagictl iy

transform mortar, bricks, and concrete iftakdiation of war.

John R. Nillson, 160BombGroup, The Story of the Cent(k94626

205, Willis andB. Hollis,Military Airfields in the British Isles, 193®45(Newport Pagnell: Enthusiasts
Publications, 1987 3.

2! Francis, Flagg, Cridgine Thousand Miles éoncrete4

22Robert S. Arbib JHere We Are Togethefhe Notebook of an American Soldier in Bri(eondon:Longmans
Green & C0.1946), 18.

23 C.SDobinson Airfield Themes: Studies in the Evolution of Britain's Milidarfields 191845 (Council for
British Archaeology, 2000193,

24Dobinson Airfield Themesl76

25 Overy,The Bombing WaCCXX

26 John R. Nillsor,00th Bomb Group, The Story of the Cen(liBA6), 25.
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The @mpty citydof Thorpe Abbotts occupid an area 500 acres in size. Divided between technical
and living areas, the base contained tw@ Tangars, three runways, hasthndings for fifty aircraft,

and a domestisite capable of housing 3,000 service persodreepopuation that far outnumbere

the local inhabitants of the nearby hamlet of Thorpe AbbéttEhe airfield boasted its owninema,
store, gymnasiumand chapel, among other amenities intended to meetrttaterial and social
demands of its population. As thfemericans poured into thedse, British contractors were still

busy laying the three miles of sewers, nine miles of roads, and five miles of water mains that would
service the bas®.Indeed, it was th first time that the village of Thorpe Abbotts had assto a
sewerage system. hiever, it was not only the physicamprint of the base thagave it its

permanence in the historical recorut rather the operational activitiesonducted bythe group

who called it home from 1943945. By the time the Starsral Stripes were lowered ahe end of

the war, the100h Bomb Grouphad been credited with 8,630 missions at a cost of 732;lwasing
the group the nicknaméltwakatdrge&bb@ts, accodding tblan@ dr e dt h €
Eighth Air Forcéhistorian, t hat Oh&story was made

During this periodof occupationthe weight of B17s pushed the o#tained hardstands a little

deeper into the soft East Angl iaedthechalky staihsoE Oper a
crosseal-out mission targets, ahthe smell of disinfectarmpermeatedthe walls of the base hospital.

From a military and material perspective, Thorpe Abbotts had becéme Nillson describesé a

habit at istdawewerd, adNilaon inplies, it was not thphysical impact of wartiemactivity

t hat 6dnatgriamd flor med t h anilitarsed@lace nth ot ar @t lse¢i ncheée véw
al phabet of human emot i o dklkebdasdveas riot mergly ardtapee who | i
for meaning but aransmitter of affect to those Ving within its boundsrom the subconscious

shudder at the taste of a fresh egg in the mess hall, to the wave of relief as the tyregdalohn

on the tarmac after a successful missidhe infllence of the human expeamce, rather than the

orders of nilitary planners, can been across countless recollections of Eighth Air Force veterans,

who acknowledge how datp-day routines, interactions, and emotional trauma shaped their

understanding of th individual wartime bas32 Thorpe Abbotts is just onexample of how

standardisegutilitarian basesvere physically and socially transformed over the course of the

27Edward M Sion,Through Blue Skies to HellY S NA OIR@& MH.AfiKD Ay (0 KS(Newbiy: 2 | NJ 2 @S
Casemate, 2011), 8

28Richard Le Strange, James R, Brown, and the 100 Bomb Group Memorial MGsetmny Bombers: The

Story of the Bloody Hundred(fhorpe Abbotts, 1990),.8

22¢100" Bomb Group Memorial Museum", 10BGMM https://www.100bgmus.org.uk/singkpost/The

BloodyHundredth pccessed 7 March 2019

30 Sion,Through Blue S to Hell8.

31 Nillson,The Story of the Centu(¥946), 25.

32 See Gerald Astofhe Mighty Eighth: The Air War in Europe as Told biyitre Who Fought IfUnited
States:Penguin, 2015).
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American occupation into distinctive, meaningful localities, immortalised in the membtlesse

who occupied them

Scope

The focus of this tlesis will be the US ArmyiAForce bases occupied by bomb groups of the Eighth

Air Force between 1942 and 194%/hile Britain boasted over 700 operational airfieldisring the

war - the majority occpied by RAF squadrorsit is the bases of theeighthAir Forceand the

Americans o occupied thenthat stand out forthe far-reachingsocial and culturathanges

brought about bytheir presenceThe &-riendly Invasidwas not merely demporary military

occupation but a cultural exchangat created longlaging connections betweerhe Americans,

their British neighbours, anithe air baseshemselvesThe t it |l e of t hi snot hesi s,
only refers tothe ar m e nofiestive goal of surviv@ivhether that was returning to thie home base

after a nissionor their familial lomes in the United Statest the end of an operational tolrbut

also the process by which airfields were socially, culturally, and enadyaransformed into homes.

tHome 6 i s of c oandsudtidimensionabrin,escshoivrviretheproliferation of

literature on the subjectvithin the disciplines of sociology, anthropology, geograpsychology,

history, and philosoph8. Describing the social and physical constion of home, Rapport and

Dawson argue thafiome bring together memory and longg, the ideational, the affiace and the

physical, the spatial and the temporal, the local and the global, the positively evaluated and the

n e g a t34Ratleet thyad simglviewing the home as a dwelling, this thesis will exptbe affective

and diffue aspects of homeéMoreover, it will examine the symbiotic relationship between bodies

and the spaces they occumxploring how one can construct and adapt the other. Seiened

writes that o611 ovi ng axaddnfos place, but raigr isis abautbecanhingu t b e i n
patof a space where one has expanded oneds body,
asoverflowingndflowing ovéit The image of hom as the coming togethef bodies (both human

and norhuman) is pivotal to this dcussion, particularly Ahméds emphasi s on ori ent a
6are as much about feeling ad®cBbdmsiake shapedstheyy ar e a
move throughthe world, orientating themselves towards or away frorier bodies. At the same

time, the meaning of home ifis depending on this orientatiom relativity that becomes apparent

33 S.Mallett. (2004).dUnderstanding Home: A Critical Review dof tliteraturé Fhe Sociologic®eview Vol.
52, Nol, 62.

34N. J. Rapport, & A. Dawson (Edsligrants of Identity: Perception of Horirea World of MovementOxford
and New York, NY: Berg, 1998),

35 Sara AhmedQueer Phenomenology: Orientations, Olje©thers(Durham, NCDuke University
Press2006),11.

36 Ahmed,Queer Phenomenolog,
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when exploring how Eighth Air Fordependipgonvheraa nel 0 s
their bodies were situated within thassemblage of the airfield

This thesis will argue thandividually and collectivelthe menof the Eighth Air Forceorientated
themselves towards each other and the space of the airfield by ngib@im emotions onto the
topography of the airfield, frm the nervous anxiety ofiie briefing room to the boredom of ndly

days wiled away in cold Nissen huts. In doing so, the spaces of the airfield were invested with
meaning, both in the material cuttuof the base and in the imagination of its occupantse8om,
homesickness, arelprit-de-corps prompted the production of wall art in communal spaces, while
airmend uncertain of their fate carved their initials above their bunk as a lasting remirdat they
were there. Elsewhere on base, theovisionof home comforts, from donis to the female

American Red Cross staff who served them, contributed to a unique base culture that was shaped
around the tastes, needs, and dayday routines of its inHaitants while also reflecting the homes

left behind andhe imagined homes of tHeture.J ust as the countryside was
A me r itheaetnants of which would haunt the landscape long after the@epartured so too

were the Ameilican personnel changed by their experienteEnglandAs communities forged by

the unigue demands of air combandthe emotional needs aheir occupantsthe bases can be
viewed asaffective economes where bodies were explicitly and implicitly orieted to collectively

face their uncertain futures togetheThis process of alignmewas carried out by USAAF
commandersas a means of fortifying personnel against the emotional strain of cofitEmsuccess

of thisorientationwas, | will argue, articlae d t hr ou g h t h e Uging offcial pittry of 6 mo
sourcespersonal diaes and letters, contemporary photographs, and veteran memoirs, Chapter
One will explore how a topography of affect emerged at Shipdharase in Norfolk home to the

44h Bomb Group.

To quote Laur aj an dJesSantetitdgd is nosmemsly theaahtiquityoof the

materi al remnants of a historic place that denot
receiving memor i es salacdtheeahFmousing dnghe dhtergehesational a k e
transmssion of memoy, ChapterTwo offersa study of translocality, phantasmic encounters with

the remnants of war, and the curation and transmittance of affect within heritage set@iegsing

on the ar base of Thorpe Abbotts, the chapter will argue that tigective conections betveen the

Americans and their wartime home transcendéeé basethrough thetransformation of the

diasporic postwar veteran community into a distinct translocal network, bght together through

an affective language of storytadithat both mythologisedcand memorialised theeteran

experiencesThis chapter wiluntanglethe layers of memorymateriality, and myttdefined as

absent presencethat permeated the landscapéexr the departure of the Americans at the end of

37 Laurajane SmitHJses of Heritagé_ondon:Taylor & Franci0099, 2.
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the war. Lasty, it will investig¢t e how t hese 0 ghroughthesréstorationm dethemanaged
control tower and its dedication as a memorial museum. As part of a transnational heritage
narrative,thec ont r ol t ower facil it ateiedeseddaritsehroughtaur nd of

careful entwinement of memory, identity and affect.

The importance of the relationship between community stakeholders and developers will be

emphasised in Chapter Threig, relation to the ongoing redevelopment tife wartime tome ofthe

4820d Bomb Groyp, RAF Alconburyn CambridgeshireBy highlighting how the current government

guidance on military heritage fails to account for the intangible value of the materiabbeaagsets, |

will argue that the affective connectiongaslisted between airfielghreservation groups, Alconbury

veterans, and the former air badeave beomeeroded.Mor eov er , | wi | | eval uat e
associations with the Cold War period haveatisformed the affective landscape of the bakdike

Thorpe Ablotts, where theghosts of the past have been domesticaiedhe presentAl conbur yos
Cold War interjections situate the site towardsn uncertain futureHow then can the developers

producehe meaning of ©6home6 wi ttilgPTo thisdnd, bwilkcofisidexs ct i vel vy
to what extent heritageorientated place making strategies carried out by the develogpewell as

the organic development of intangible localisation practicage fiosteredaffective connections

between residents andiconbuy Weald.

Eachof the three chapters will focus on an individual airfi@tdipdham, Thorpe Abbotts and
Alconbury, respectivelyThere are many reasons for thdecision tolimit the scopeof this study to

three airfields, not least because oktiast number of Eighth AForce basesn Englandand the

SHIPDHAM

THORPE ABBOTTS

Ipswich
.

Colcpester

Southend

Figure3 Map of the East of England showing site selection



even larger body of literaturand sourceselating to eachAside from the research constraints,
attempting to cover the entire Eighth AiForce would do an injustice to the purpose of this thesi
to offer an indepth exploration ofindividuabase as distinctive locdies. Falling under the category
of microhistory due to itsdcus on smalkommunities, this thesis aims §ask] large gestions in
small placesto quote Charles Joynée.It is hoped that an wdlepth gudy of the material culture,
affective experiences, and the production of locality ainglebasewill provide insightso help
inform our understanding of thEighth AirForce&d s p r e s e n atabroader I&el.gl and

The dhoice of basedas beerdetermined by several factors, including the desire to inclusede
geographical sample of sites. The separation otdilghthinto three Bomb Divisions is also
accounted forwith the inclusion of Alconbuyr(1st Air Division), Sipdham (2d Air Division) arml
Thorpe Abbotts (3 Air Division). Eaclbivision had its own command structure and headquarters
located across the East of England. While the airfields of tH@iision were scattered around the
counties of Cambridgeshired Hertfordshire, the 2d Air Division operated in the area around the
city of Norwich. The bases of the®3Air Division, meanwhileyere locatedin South Norfolk and
Suffolk.

Another reason for ths site selection is theariationsbetween thedevelopmenhof the bases.
Whereas Atonbury began life in the 1930s as a permanent RAF base, hestiegalsquadrons in
the early years of the wabefore its transferrato USAAF commadah, Thorpe Abbotts didnot
become operational until the summer of 1943. Shipdharanwhile, was the firélS heavy bomber
base in Norfolkandthe continuous host to Consolidated-B4 Liberators from October 1942 to
late 19456 longer than any other airfidlin Britain. The postvar lives of the bases have also taken
different coursesWhile Shipdham was swiftreturned to agriculturgexcept fora preserved piece
of airstrip used by a flying cluylthe living sites at Thorpe Abbotts were retained as hogdor local
residentsuntil the 1960s After decades of disuse, volunteers begestoring its control taver in

the 1970s, opening it as a memorial musaart981 Alconbury was one of the few airfields to
retain its military flying purpose, reopening het1950s as a USAF kaand undergoing an intense
period of modernisation ovethe next three decades beffe finally closing in 1994. Since 2014 the

airfield site has beepart of a large redevelopment scheme which aims to create 5,000 new homes.

While the Eighth Air Forcal® hadits own Fighter Commandperating from East Anglitheir

bases do not fallnder the remit of this thesis. Although the figihtgilots worked closely with the
bombers in their role as escofighters-ni ¢ k name d 0 L i-17&rd 824 &ens-¢haird s 0
experiences of conflict varied dramaticallydm that of the bomber crew. As one formerEighth Air
Forcefighter pilot put it,0 Bghter pilot is all balls and no forehead. If he thinks at all, he thinks that
he i s i mmort al ;nanGbidadpmaneg@nfamission, hewsdan damned budet

38 C. WJoyner,Shared Traditions: Southern History and Folk Cuftirieana: University oflinois, 1999, 1.
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frightened because lisalonead h a s t & Whilethis sumnatioh mafeedinto
Hollywood-driven stereotype®f the lone wolffighter aceit is certainly true that fighter pilots were
required to exhibit individuality and some degree ofagance to succeed iheir role - markedly

different qualities than those required a bomber crew

It is also worth noting that thezighth Air Forcewvere joined in the east of England by tRath Air
Force from October 1943a tactical air forceaskedwith supporingthe invagoon of the continent
and the subsequent allied drive across France and Germanyany groups of théinth Air Force
operated from air bases vacated by tBighth Air Forcetheir experiences on baseobe close
similarities withtheir Eighth counterparts.Despite theNinth eventually amassing a total of 200,000
personnel in England (outnumbering tBighth Air Forceat the timé, their contribution has been
chronically overdoked in histories of thair war 4 Regrettably, it is nowithin the scope of this
thesis to readdress this imbalan@dthough it is hoped thanhany ofthesefindings will be applicable
to these communities and their wartime homéskewise, thistudydoes not cover the unique
experiences of the US enginegagibattalbons (many of thenmade up of Black Americansvho were
tasked with constructing the airfieldsom whichthe Eighth Air Forcevould eventually operate.

Again, the experiences of this undeapresented group is deserving of its own study in thieife.

Methodology

The thesis will comprise of three main chapters, with each section tacklinfptlosving research

guestions:

1. What was the role of material culture in the creation of affectivenpections between
Eighth Air Forcepersonnel and their hme bases, and how did thisnslate into the
production of distinctive homes?

2. To what extent did the memories, both imagined ameadl, permeate the bases in the
decades following the end of the wand how has this shaped the affective experiences of
those who curate andvisit thesites?

3. How can affect be curated, managed, and utilised in the redevelopment of wartime airfield

sitesto create homes that make people feel a sense of belonging?

Navigatig the fields ofHistory, Anthropology, Conflict Archaeolly, and Heritage Studiesnd the

intersectionsthat lie between them has required a careful approachttee methodology of ths

39 Colonel John Cunniciuoted in Philip Kaplarkighter Pilot: A History and Celebratigmndon:Aurum Press,
1999:Back Gver.
40 Martin W. BowmanlS 9th Air Force Bases in Essex, U@4Bondon: Pen & Sword Aviatia2)10), 32.
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research studyUp until now, literatureontheEi g ht h  ASeqondRVorld &Var derations
as with most military histees - has tended to prowle linear narrativeslrawn from official
documents letters, diaries, and memoirs. This reliance on the written whed helped to inform
our understanding of the chronologf the allied efforts in the ajralong withtheir historical
importance to the oticome of the war.However,thesehistories havearely strayed outside the
temporal parameters of the wayears andchave even less frequentlgxplored thesignificancef ar

basess sites of meaning and affémt those stationé at them.

Despitethe one-dimensional approaabf manyEighth Air Forcehistories the study of wam by its
very natured has produceatountlesscompelling emotionallycentredaccounts of the hunma
experience of combag&ven he prominent military theoist, Carl vonClausewitzyouched for the
significance of emotion ame of threecatalyss for conflict4! Since the midwentieth century there
have been increasing efforts to represent the emotlppaltural and social dimensions obnflict in
war studies Esteemed militaryiktorian Michael Howard led the way in his call for thiudyof the
subject ©6in widt #Howaregreflected thisingantria im hisoamwork, ypttordoting,
for example, the importance & group® esprit de corgand @amaraderie in the aintenace of
morale.Responding tdd o w a rcall tb sirms, this thesis aims to provide a multidimensianal
interdisciplinaryaccount of the humagxperience okighth Air Forcepersonneland the material
legacy of their presencéhrough the exploratiorof afect To achieve this, however, will require
turning away fronthe historicalmethodologiedraditionallyassociated witmilitary history.

Social sciences, particularlyetfields of anthropology and sociology, have providedmeltimg
methodologies foresearchingffect43 Affect theory, as | will explain, is an approach to culture,
history, and politics that focuses on metieanrepresentgional forces, or affects. Affesare neither
entirely presubjective, nor can they be nwpletely represented byrguisticsthey are instead the
product of entwinements with our interiority and the exterior workd As Ben Highmore argues,

t h edsickyertanglements of substances aedlihgs, of matter and affect are central to our
contactwi t h t HeGivendsrfundhmehtal methodological challenges, toam, can affecbe
researched througlempiricaldata? Highmore suggests that it is not up to the researcher to untangle
this mesh of human and nehuman, affect and subjective, butirat it is their taskto position

themselves within thisntanglementd his means getting in among the murky connedibatween

41 Carl von Clausewit@n War(Princeton NJ Princeton University Pres$989), 138139.

42 Michael Howard, "The Use and Abuse of Military HistdPatametersv/ol.11, No. 1 (1981)-94.

43 Britta Timm Knudsen and Carsten Stafjifective Methodologies: Delaping Cultural Research Strategies
for the Study of AffeqiLondon:Palgrave Macmillar£016).
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Ly i KNR LJ2 f 2 3 A Oheflourral & the ReRIFABtErdpoladimstituteVol. 15, No. 1 (2009), 5.
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fabrics and feelings, b e%Thesgificartcchofthegdlewftitienous and
researcher in the affectivessemblage has increasinighen recognised in the field of
ethnoarchaeologyDuring their fieldwork on rock art in Ausalia, Brady and Kearney observed how
their indigenous guides were affected b tsites they visited. At one sorcery site, it was notyon

the motifs painted onhe walls that informed their study, but the fearful reactions of their guide; an
affective &perience that emphasised the potency contained in the rockaathe communitywho
claimed it as their heritag® As this case study demnstrates, researching theffects produced by
materiality not only involvesurveyinghorthuman objects, but also ¢iir entanglement with the
human subjects whfieel connected in both time and spattethe material world around them. In
terms of my own research, this has involvexktensive fieldwork at three bases, not merely to
investigate t he butaldodssaaffectiveadsmancesa with thasdo encaurger it.

A Rhizomatic Methdplogy

Researchers inanflict archaeologynd heritagestudies haveypically vigved the materiatulture of

the Second World War asemnantsthat were spatially and socially constructed during the war

years, swiftly abandoned, only to be remade decdates as memory objects representative of a

particular tme and social context. la r evi ew of MateriellCult&r&he ArEhbegpal 6 s
Twentieth Century ConflictCor nel i us Hol t or f criticises this |i
seams to be concerned with the specific social constitutaomd performances [the matial culture

of wartime airf i éAcdosdng to ldokad, academics amd ihdritage prefdssonals
seem O6to take for gr antdwuilfundti@entas historic mnesadnicseos , onc e
some kind, forthe only reason thatthewe r e onc e me an4Bydrdating airfielites he pas
as physical reminders of the warsocially constructed to meet the commemorative and historical

needs of posconflict societies heritage literature all too ofteffiails to acknowledge theofe that

the formation ofmoretharrhumarrelationships forged between people and places over tiared

transmitted from generation to generaticrhave played in shapingva military sites are interpreted

in the present.

Temporality has an important relto play in understanding the bases as sites that hastlergone a

continual process of becomings | will argue, the nexus between people, time, space, and affect

46 Ben HighmoreAffect Theory Readet19

47Liam M. Brady & AmandaKeatnhe 6 H amMc 0 G{ AGOGAy3 Ay GKS 3L L)Y SGKyz2l ND
2 LIS ¥ y \Warlé Archaeologyol. 48, No. 5 (2016549,

48 John SchofieldAftermath: Readings in the Archaeology of Recent Co(Siinger Scienc& Business

Media, 2009), 20.
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shouldnot be viewed as a linear thread of connectivity, buaakizomatic cartographytdq borrow

Deleuzian imagery) that stretches out across tbpography of the airfield. Philosophers Deleuze

and Guattari use the term rhizome to describe the relations aadnectivity of thing8? Rather than

the analogical tree hich has a starting poirand linear hierarchy (trunk, branches, leaves), the

rhizome adopts the imagery of the root, which spreads laterally underground with no direction and

no start or end point.The rhizome offers researchers of affect a methodologyctmsidering the
connectelness of multiplicities, including people, places, object e mot i ons, and ti mes.
principal of connectivity states that everything is connected to everythsegiela network, even

those things of a different naturtn this sense, every memabof anEighth Air Forcebase

community is connected teach other, and by extensiothe different people and places of their

past and future lives. Take, for example, 8lik F adffectivé experience in the control tower at

Thorpe Abbotts. By viewing Me as part of the same rhizomatic plane as the control tower, the

wartime occupants of the base, the museum volunteere d hi s own knowl edge of
we canbegin toimagine the complex connectivity of the base] &iow the past can resurfa in the

present as an affective experience.

The notion of the rhizome is closely linked to another concept theorised by Deleuze and Guattari
the assemblage. Like the zhime, theassemblage provides a useful starting poinfrfagining the
complex enanglement of materiality, affects, and historicity. In an archaeological context, an
assemblage relates to groups of contemporaneous artefacts that when read togethemeay co
information about a particular time or setting. Thew of Superposition tellgs that the strata on

the top of the assemblage are more recent, while those on the bottom are older. Of course,
stratification can sometimes be disrupted, causing artefaatl cotexts to intermingle. It is this
intermingling d contexts, temporalitiesand material that most closely relates to the Deleuzian

notion of the assemblage, which encourages the researcher to realign their gaze from viewing the
world as a fixed,ifhal prodict to a multiplicity of elements that are comsttly ongoing, evolvingna
becoming! In the assemblages of Delueze, and more recently the likes of Jane Bennett and Manuel
DelLanda, there are no major distinctions between inanimate and animatggstltOlp e ct s ar e o6 vi
mat ttdhrad ar e disdnihebemdmeggibbbla yp a st a1 An egsentabaspedt @ .

the assemblage is the idea of ttm@rethanrepresentationalccording to Harris, it is the sensorial
gual i ti es wayftheytrdgister gnsand withthimean beings, the way thyulate

memoriesandemt i ons t hrough their affective resonance:

50 Gilles Deleuze and Felix Guatt&PZ Thousand Plateal®ondon:Bloomsbury Academi004), 328.

hoWded | F NNAEAS dazNBE GKIy NBLINBaASYy (dhdlengeyoy adz GA &0t
I NOK I S Ristaey®fthe Human Scienddariis, O. J. T. (2018). More than representation: Multiscalar

assemblages and the Deleuzian challenge to archaeology. History of the Human Sciences,c30&), 83
https://doi-org.uea.idmoclc.org/10.1177/09526951177520Ml. 31, No,3 (2018), 8204.
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capacity to affect. The fluidity of the assemblage and its attention tmtirethanrepreseritionais
what makes it so useful as a methodologicafework. Rather than beirgiatic objects onto which
humans project meaning, the material culture of the airfigl@hanimate agent in the becoming of
past, present and futur@hisapproach arguethatanticipation for the future and nostalgia for past
homes manifesteitselfin the social construction of the air bastwough sensory and mnemonic
encounters withfamiliarimages, objectsinddomestic idealsand the fervent desire to last long
eouh t o Omake it homed.

In practice, this rhizomatic nleodology will involve pripng at the connective tissue that connects
people, places, timand objectsFor exampleChapterOne will draw on an archival record
spanning from pravar documentsto post-war memoirs as well as body of material culture,

ranging from Depresiofera muals to wartime graffiti. By accepting a broad selection of sources, |
hope to identify, interrogateand map some of the connections between peopplaces, and

contexts. How, for example, did the context of the childhood Amenicthome of the 1930sifluence
how home was conceptualised in the barrack hattShipdham? Similarly, how did the success of a
bombing mission over Germany emotiondlypact those ground crew waitinback at base? By
viewing the base community as an assige that stretches beydrthe war years and geographical
boundaries of Shipdham, it is hoped that it will be a short leapnienstand how these

communities were sustained, expanded and receninetie postwar years. Exploring how these
connections ag aligned is also importafor analysindiow human and noffmuman bodies were
implicitly and explicitly orientatedy examininghe sensory qualities of things, rather than just their
materiality, $ a particularly useful method of understanding the geggeof memory and the way

in which interactions between bodies encouraged alignments. For example, Hamilakas argues that
sensaey experiencesuch as eating and drinkihgve the power to generatémbodied

remembering, linking people with each other, amith the locales, spacesbjects, and artefacts that
partook of these ceremonied® Consuming food equates to consuming plaghether the literal

place that the food comes from, or the place itakes, based on past experiences. By studying the
affectie and sensory qualities tifese acts and objects, the affective connections between people

and places reveal themselves.

It is the continuation and stretching of these connections through the exparand shifting of the
rhizomatic mapn the postwar years that will form the suject of Chapter Two. Tomake sense of
the evolution of the assemblage of Thorpe Abbotts, this sectill draw from postwar records in
the UK and USas well as observatis at the 100 BG Memorial Museum and 110G Foundatia

reunion,to chronicle hav the community transcended the spatial bounds of the biseill also

53 Yannis Hamilakigyrchaeology and the Senses: Human Experience, Memory, and
Affect(CambridgeCambridge University Pres)14),170.
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show how the airfield asseblage, including the ruinous airfield landscape, restored control tower
and powerful memory objects, has the potential to expamd @ontract time when veteans and

their descendants returnthe final chaptewill look to the future of the airfields of tle Eighth,
guestioning how the assemblages can be maintained and expassjetd ar perhaps aided byhe

prospect of redevelopmen

Sources

Owing to thetemporal, spatialand heoreticd extensiveness of this thesisis necessaryo draw

from a wide range of source3he historical and anthropologicsiudyof Shipdhanin Chapter One

will explore contemporary sources, veteramemoirs, oral history inteviews and the extant material

culture that remainst the site. An invaluable official recbis the 44 Bomb Group historya

microfilm copy of which iseld at the AirHistorical Research Branch at Maxwell Air Force base.

These historical recordsnclude officialmilitary documents pertaining to targets, formations and

missing aircrew, alongls detailed accounts of life on base. Tdreation of this comprehensive

record followedPr e s i d e nt 19RXrepues that dll feded agencies should recomtcounts

of their dayto-day war activities. The aim, as one general put it, wastorecorédii ory owhi |l e i
h o % The 44th Bomb Group, as with othdfighth Air Forceunits, had its own Group Historian

responsible for compitig and writing monthly regrts on events irthe air and on the ground, based

on submissions f r quadranshaed sgctioasu Théss monthlyr accounts ares

surprisingly informal in thetone and contentsproviding interesting details of evelgy life across

thebasel n t he monthly report from Shipdhamés Red Cr
the number of snacks served, while a roundup of sports news records the forfriae 44"B G 3 s
variousathleticsteams.Despite the colairful account of base liferovided by the official History, it

is nevertheless restricted bytree | f (and | i teral) censorship of t
example, is briefly assessedtheaee d s f | i dhdweversthereig ldtle deyation from the

lighthearted tone of the reports, even when the group was suffering heavy casualties. Here it has

been necessary to 6read the silencaesmwhot o quot e
stresses that unemotional text@n be just agmportant as overtly emotinal one$5 To attempt to

fill this emotional void in the official archivljs section will also incorporate contemporary

documents written by 44th personnel, includingées and diaries. Many of these are hodse the

archiveof the Mighty Eighth Musien in Pooler, Georgia and in the American Library in Norwich.

54 M. K.KennedygArchives of the Historic@ivision, USAFEhe American Archivistol. 17, No.2 (1954),124.

5 Barbama H. RosenweindProblems and Methods in the History of EmotiérRassions in Context:
International Journal for the History and Theory of Emotias (2020) 1.
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Research for Chapter Two has required a hybrid of archival research and fieldwork. In terms of the
former, the archive of the 100 Bomb Group Memorl Museum at Thigoe Abbotts and the digita
repository of the 10@ Bomb Group Foundation have provéal be valabk resources for
chronicingthe postwar history of the 100 BG community, as told through grouprespondence,
personal letters, and memoirs. Fieldwork this chapter took placeat Thorpe Abbotts between
2019 and 2022. Signing up as a volunteer at the museum in the summer ar2Z0d8éd me to insert
myself inb the assemblage that | was researghi®f course, while being among the fabric and
feelings offhorpe Abbotts- fromshovi ng vet eransd f soméldngwith around t
cataloguingal | owed me t o e x p dirst-hamdtliseapptoahds net withautiits af f ect
limitations.Henri Bergson noted that there is no perception which ig fdl of memoriess Indeed,
an attempt to evaluate affect will inevitablyiben f | uenced by the researchero

on their experiences, knowtige, and memories.

While the researb methods for Chapter Two involved orientating myself itithe assemblage, my
appoach to Chapter Three was much more as outside observer. Due to the aim of chronicling key
debates between heritage values and redgualent vs restoration at military sigg it has been
necessary to take a more objective viémorder to assess hovbodiesinteract within the wider
assemblage of the community at Alconbury Weald. During the research period | conducted
interviews with stakbolders, including a representativerin the development companyembers

of the local Airfield Research Groupand newAlconbury Wealdresidents.This was used in

conjunction withdocumentary sources, including planning documents for the new development.

Literature Survey

Historical Conext

Literature on theEighth Air Forcé s t i me lia has dl meadften foaegl on the strategic
significance of USAAF operations, presented either as part of the overarching narrative of the allied
air offensive, or as a subject of enquiry witktgown right. In the former categonRichard Overy
provides an informative assessnt of the American contribution to the air war in his seminal

history, The Bombing War: Europe 1298557 Of the various popular histories written about the

Eighth Air Face, Do n a |l Masters df thesprésents the mosteadable account of the dtith,

56 Henri BergsopMatter and Memory(Mineola, NY: Dover Publications, 2004), 24
57SeeKenneth P2 SNNBf f Q& 9 A 3 K (i K (EighthNir Ebec#dd@nSrial. MusedmAL 298 fiida LIK &
comprehensive list of 4,465 published amgpublishedmaterials relating to thésighthAir Force
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weaving personal narratives with the wider strategic hist8fyocusing on the exploits of the 180
Bomb Group, Miller tells the story of the Eighth through oraltbiges, primary source material, and
official historiesThefirst truly popular hisory to tackle the subject of the Eighth came from
amateur historian, Roger Freemalfi t h it s col oured maps, photograp!
Mighty Eighth: A Histofithe U.S.%8Army Air Foraeas seminal in bringing tlexploits of the Eighth

to a popular trangAtlantic audience in th&970s° Writing in a similar vain to Freeman is aviation
historian, Martin Bowman, whose vast catalogue of work includes sevaksIpelating to the
missionsmen and aircraft of the Hith, most notablyCastlein the AiandThe Mighty Eighth at
Warso Like Freeman and Bowman, many of the authors writing about the Highiloped a
personal interest in the subjethirough their ovn experience®f the d-riendly Invasigihculminating

in texts focusing on partical air divisions, bomb groups, or even crews. Motivated by his
connections to the airfields of Norfolk and Suffolay example)ocal aviator James Hoseason
provides an lustrated account of the™ Air Division inThe 1,000 Daattlei While lacking irthe
academic rigour or objectivity of professionaiigined historians, these texts are often the products
of extensive research, compiled from interviews with local de@nd veterans, as well asitdgo

the former airfields

Despite thefocus of moshistories being, understandably, on the aerial exploits of the Eighth,
historianshave increasingly focused on the human aspect of the bombing war, making use of post

war oral histories and veteran memirs of combat veterans. Kei n  WiBloa aml Besis

particularly notable for tackling the human experiences of bomber crews in the air and on the
groundé2Swe at i nd OChy Malcolim A. HMand, sneaawhile, dewlith the ground crew

experience of the war through vetem interviews and wartimphotograph$3 The social and
cultural impact of the OFriendly I nvasiond has L
popular histories offer a romanticised refall of relations between Biith people and American
servcemen. Academic work intthe area has provided more compelling narratives, such as Lucy

B | a BrovdBabieswhich reveals the lonterm social effects of interracial relations between Black
G.Isand white British women. Other research has focused onpkgchological experienas air

war fare, most not ab ICypurage andtAo WarfanhichMralydesakd Wel | s 0

58 Donald Miller Masters of the AirThe Bomber Boys Who Fought the Air War Against Nazi GefiNany
York, NYSimon& Schustet td, 2007).

%9 Roger FreemarMighty Eighth: A History of the U.$! 8rmy Air Forc¢London: Doubleday, 1970).

50 Martin W. BowmanCastles in the A{jJnited StatesBrassey's2000; Martin W. BowmanThe Mighty
Eighth at WarLondon: Pen & Sword Aviation, 2014).

61 James Hoseasofihe 1,000 Day Batti@K: Gillingham Publication, 1979).

52 Kevin WilsonBlood and FeardHow America's Bomber Boys and Girls in England Won Their

War (London:Orion,2016).

63 Malcolm HollangdSweatin' Out the Mission: 8th Air Force Ground Support in World War Two
(London:History Press Limite@010).
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compares crewsod reaction to compbvantemotiomalr al e, | ead
breakdowns in both the RAF and th&ghthAir Force

Despite the lbeadth of the topics addressed in academic and popular histories ditjteh Air

Forceds time in England, | itt]l e-spatialdimensimofdhre has been
airmends experience. $vththegproldempfmerke, hevdoésinae Wel | s de
interrogate the notion of morale as a collectifeelinghat was dictated as much by conditions on

the base as it is my success or failure in thelakewise, military historians writing about the

Eighttd s wmehistoryrarely extend heir scholarship beyond 1945 and the departure of the

Americans. Perhaps the most notable exception is the work of Roger Freeman, whose fascination

with the abandoned striures of Eighth Air Forcebases almost rivals his interastthe military

operatiors, as the following passage fréirfields of the Eighth: Then and iNgstratess4

60Conceived in war, they [the airfields of t
gbry, and when the war ended, were left empty andtderelicl i e € On t hese, 't h.
masg/e runways are cluttered with buildings of motley design and purpose while

most of the original buildings have gone. All that is except for a forlorn looking control

tower, standing apart like a leper at a prayer meeting, meratians block lurking

ina copse or thicket on the fringe of the airfield like a redibracls t €

Roger Freemanjirfields of the Eighth: Then and (168)

Roger Freemand®on etviope aftatvee dfamEeadt Anglrissidns ai r f i
ofthemateriai y of the bases that wildl be familiar to
aviation heritage. By far the mosH gthomibnamRobgeoi ¢
Freemands e mo tsiothehasks ottlee itighthare formed during the war years,

when he spent much of hhildhood visiting USAAF basédter the war, he balanceHbis historical

research and writing with a fuiime farmingcareer F r e e niifields of the Eighth: Then and Now

(1978) created the mould fosubsequent books on the material culture of the Eighth, by introducing

a lexicon that hasinthropomorphisedand in turn eulogised, the airfields and their material resain
Photographs of wartime scenes are juxtaposed with tkheimtemporary equivalents,visual

templatethat emphasises the passing of time while simultaneously highlighting the continuity of the

| andscape. On t he ptegpastanddhpredemt bve im@anal@lsTheworl k s

refl ects Fexmerdentasst éxploringwaabandonedighth Air Forcdbasesn the

immediate postwar years Describing his first visit to Thorpe Abltts after the war, Freeman

remar ked t hat Odsghere. pherawas a pheaedce.é&Somelaotv inwas if all the

84Roger Freemarfirfields of the Eightifhen and NowLondon: After the Battle]978) 6.
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emotion, all the action ofhelonggone days were being radiated6; a
Freeman attempted to replicate in his exgaue volume€ It is a format replicated more recently in

Marti n B o waastrFiélds of East AragidEchoes of Eagld in which the aviatiohistorian

shares images of abandoned control towers, rusting Nissen huts and overgrown runways,
accompaniedby vignettes from veter anEnyanddtsacoopbngi es of
that visually frames the histiorvoices within the decayg buildings of the present, whilst

simultaneously animating the decaying remains with emotions and merobtleeir past occupants.

I n these aut horunébasesaalreacurripgdissirde becambseappértbetidea

that the omubédamadr épel ds c a&iThispreoscapation withethe e v o k e
6haunt edd | asegtakesanpltple forims, frdmditerdl accounts of ghostly entarsr(a

whol e chapter i s dev ocoesoiEadt Anglid),Ghreghdricalhoes,iseck 6 i n E
as Freemands description efriark edlingnbommeenpat i ons r o
popular histories portray the buildings and runwagsahaunt ed, such as in D. A
dilapidat d hangar eéeé&®athésmet &l ecbocl ank of ground cr ¢
is the tangible remains themselvéat are the spectral figuré& Writing about a visit to a derelic

airfield of the Eighth Air Force, German writer W.G. Sdthd e s c r i b e datet domtrold6 di | api d

t ower s, bunker s, and corrugated iron hutso6 of t&
the men who never came back from their missions, and otlkto wh o per i she™t i n t he
is a spectral ga#ring reminiscent of theaounts of returning American veterans and their families

and in the work of popular historians, who evoca
towers’/1Ofcourse t he civilian ghost s tifgowSahiklooddd ds i magi r
experierce of living through the bombing of Germany, are uncanny visitors to the landscapes of the

Eighth, but nevertheless il | ustratecaffeets.t he abil ity

The predilection to view the remains of thesites as affective spageapable of conveying

historical, cultural, and emotional meaning to the visitor, presents an interesting contradiction

bet ween the i mper man e natity anchtheinenduring $ocia digeificancetastteed ma't
finalhomes of those killed ithe skies over Europe. Redundancy gmddualdereliction have been

the fate of the majority of th&7 bomber baseairfields occupied by the Eighth Air Force of the

BSgw23ISNI CNBSYLly aLlSISplashedSiicumnie1986lS | 6620 0Ga¢ 2

6 Martin W. BowmanEchoes of East Anglia: A Sentimental Journey through Pictures and Memories, 1940
1945(Halsgrove, 2006); MartiBowman,Ghost Fields of East Anglia: Capturiitagling Memories of the Aerial
War, 194245 (Wellington: Halsgrove, 2007).

57D.A. Landel-rom Somewhere in Englagirlife Publishing Ltd., 1991),.10

58 Roger A. Freemanirfields of the Eighth Then and N@wwondon: Battle of Britain Prints International
Limited, 1978), 7

89 D.A. Lande-rom Somewhere in Englar(@irlife Publishing Ltd., 1991), 8

OW.G. Sebald)n the Natural History of Destructi¢inondon: Random House, 2003), 77.

"' Lande From Somewhere ingland 10
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United States Army Air Force (USAAF) during the Second World \aespite the impermanence

of these wartime airfields, the significance of their relationship to the human experience of conflict,
includingpersonal tragedy and loss of life, has been the subjeermewed interest in historical,

archaeological and heaige discourses in recenegrs’2 In Marie Louise Stig Sgrensen and Dacia

ViejcRo s e 8 s e d Warantd Cultorél Heritage : Biogramtiitac€2015) the materiality of
conflictisdescribpehs a Oreceptor, cont ai meri,ngand nrde felmeod ti ol
complex definition that emphasises the agency of militarised places, not just as passive backgrounds

onto which meamig is inscribed, but as mutlimensional spaces capabfecontaining, reflecting and

transmitting affect®

Historian Sam Edwards has wigh extensively about the airfields of the Eighth as sites that are
haunt edd dhatis,théidea fhiahsytare places at which the ghosts of memory might be

seen, heard and fefi4 Edwards arguethat the spectralityof air bases have been rébrced through

the emergence of a discursive framework for experiencing the gitedwards, for instance, cite

the iconic opening scenesdfwe | v e O {L@4b)oacfikn cdhsidgrhd to be the definitive

account of the Eigh Air Force in the SecondlVorld War - as a key point of referenc®r veterans
returning to their old airbasesThe film begins in 1949hen an American veteran stumbles by

chance on an old Tobwg in a London antique shop. He instantly recognisesti@same piece
thathadomnce adorned t he m&ink Thé gorcetain bad bekn practical abveel e 6 s
as ornamental: if the Rdn-Hood shaped jug was turned to face the room it woulgrsfy to the

men that a mission had been scheduled for leat day. Having rescudalle Toby jug from the

antiques shop, the American makes the journey to his old wartime base, which he finds in an
abandoned and derelict state. As he stares up at the ofdrol tower, he is suddenly aware of the

sound of B17s mmbling overhead, transpbri ng him back to 1944 and the
Through its mise en scéne, Edwards arguesThaglvéd & C | ohaskprodiiced dnsanctioned

narrative for howvisitors are expected to interact with the material remaiaf the airfield sites.

Sam Edwar dsd wor k o bSAAmaifieldbmsbean fuadhniesta in ieimaginingf
these militarisedpaces as places enlivened by memories of the past aegtédwvith meaning.
IndeedEdwar dsd ar g uraine framewoikshaped dynatlig golitics and nostalgiaas
beenimportant in restoring some order to the ruined airfield landscape emphasises the significance

of transnational commemoration efforis guiding how the bases are experiencddwever, where

2Bedk, Johnson & SchofielMatSiel Culture: The Archaeology of Twenti€bntury Confligt2.

" Marie Louise Stig Sgrensen and Dacia WRejse(Eds) War and Cultural Heritage: Biographies of Place

(Cambridge Cambridge University Preg§15)

“"Sam9 Rgl NRazZ awdzhiyaszr wStAoa FyR wSad2NrdAz2yyY ¢KS ! FGSN
HnnpéX AGobatessSCoMEEasyVilitarized Landscapes: From Gettysburg to Salisbury p&inNew

York: Bloombury USA, 201@)9.

> Sam Edwarsl Allies in Memory World War Il and the PolittfSransatlantic Commemoration, ¢.192001

(Cambridge: Cambridge University Press, 2015)

31



this thesis hopestobuildn Edwar ds & wor ki ofithe prédiscursilveendem pl or at i o
conscious in the production and experience of airfield sites. Moving the focus away from the

discourseof commemoration and heritagisation, | will instead exanthe relationality of bdies

within the airfield assemblagegaing that personnel formed affective connections with their bases

during the war years through localisation practices that simutiasly inscribed meaning onto

people and places. The airdes, therefore, were not erely sites invested with meaning metpost
waryearsbuwer e di stinctive O6homesd which emerged fro

and the stickiness of moralejth its innate potential to affect and be affected.

Edwar d s & wor k dthimthe bvider comntextvefeniemony stuigs; a field that emerged
from the ©6spect ®Mdnory studigs @xplores the tepresehtationd and
materialities of thepast, and how they have been shajgd and in turn shap o politics,
communitiesand culture Notablefigures in thdield of memory studies are Marita Sturken, who
deals with memory practices and technologies in her fundamental bangled Memorighe
Vietnam War, the AIDS Epidemic, and the Politiceenftieein¢l997) Lucy No&eDBritish Cultural
Memory and th8econd World Wé013),and mor e recentl vy, Maeralityof Mur ak ¢
Memory: The Case of the Remembrance(RoOppyFocusing on the memorial poppy as a memorial
object, Murakeni argues that when studyg collective remembering, it is imp@nt to considerthe
interplay between discourse, materidi®dies, objectsand environment as the integrated whdaie
Building on tis approach to memory as an experience that integratedaingible and the intandé)
this thesis will vievacts ofremembrance as embodiettlational, and affectivexperiences that
enable people to experience a sense of continaitg connectednessith the past and with each

other.

Constructing Affective acalities

At its heart, this thesisis a study of théransformation of space into place. Sociologist Thomas

Gieryn identified three O6necessar yaBabbunded,ur es of
finite spot in the universe; secondly, itysical and material formand finally, its investmemtith

meaning® The pluralisation of the third conditiod 6 me a ndirecogresés that our understanding

of place is subjective. Indeed, itliese layers of individual and collective meaning tivat glace its

complexity. Fbwever, as Gieryn pointsout 6t he meani ngs that iindividua

6 Christina Lee (Ed $pectral Spaces and Hauntingerfdon:Taylor & Francis Grou@p17, 5.

TKyokR adzNJ {H VS NR lafar ieé 2F aSY2NRY ¢KS /1 asS 2F (GKS wSyYSy
Handbook of Culture and Memory, Frontiers in Culture and Psych®legyYork, 2017},17.

8Thomas F. GierygA Space for Place in Socioléggnnual Reviewf&ociologyVol. 26 (2000), 471
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places are more or less embedded in historically contingent and shared cultural undergsaoid

t h e t@Thereforentlie.distinctiveness ofgre not only relies on & physical location or

mate i al form but on the provisSi betwéedshhosd whot
it. The significance of this communal process efiningmaking is what led Gupta and Ferguson to

define plaemaking, not as the comgttion of physical spaces,ut as t he ©6éembodied p

shape i dentitiest@upt @anabd eFeregusomdbselkdlief t ha
about creating resilient, distinctive communities, as it about ghgentifiable placeskes its lead

fromArjunAppadur ai 6s work on the O6production of | oca
6phenomenol ogi cal propertyi bé social &chieédvament
for the production d distinctive place%.Integral to this conceptiom f | ocal ity is the r
subjectso, not just as the people who popul ate a

properly belong toa situated community of kin, neighbours, friends, and énef#ltds.the local
knowledge of these actorgnd the practices that derive from their familiarity with their
surroundings, that allow for the maintenance and reproduction of locality.

Just as avigating the conceptualisations of place requires tragpstross a wide theoretdt field,

mapping the teain of affect presents a challenging task, due in no small part to a recent surge in
multidisciplinary engagement with affect and the varyingribetions and contestations that have

emerged as a resul& common entry point to his complex theoreticdandscape are the works of
philosophers Gilles Deleuze and Brian Massumi, who both conceptualise affect gseasoreal and
norn-cognitive intensit capable of moving between bodies, both human andhuoran. For

Massumi, affectg@autonomous, in thathiey never solely reside in an individual place, norin a

single body, but rather in the interaction of places and bog#idsis redistribution of agncy away

from humans and into a host of bodiésncludirg objects and placgsemphasises the importance
ofthenonhuman actor as an O6affective catalystd, i n
Spinozian notion t hoadti edso,r gnaantiucr aa n diairde ocraidb4t miia dail lv e
Affect theory therefore oférs enormous potentiaio broaden our understanding of the relationship

between people, places and materiality, particularly the role that affect plays in the constfction

places that not onlyneansomething to people, but alsdo something to them.

DASNEYS a! { LI OS,4+42NJtfl OS Ay {20A2ft238¢

80 Akhil Gupta and James Fergugéts), Culture, Power, Place: Explorations in Critical Anthropqldgygham,
N.C: Duke University Press, 1997), 6

81 Arjun AppaduraiModemity at Large: Cultural Dimensions of Globalizatiinneapolis: University of
Minnesota Press, 1996), 179

82 ibid

83 Brian MassumiParables for the Virtual: Movement, Affect, Sensaf@arham, NCDuke University Press,
2002) 35.

84 JaneBennett,Vibrart Matter: A Political Ecology of ThinfBurham, NCIDuke University Pres2010), xii,
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The literature ofplacenakingand the production of locality, by its very nature, has focused on the

ways in which humans actively construct and shape the spaces they.ifhébdttitude is
exemplified i n Middebcapton ofthecit§Cs rtt reaearudfs o thenmmaividua@in unde
footsteps of crowds of commuter s, whose O6interty
pl aces 8Vhijeede¢ Cedeawbecognises the effect that walking has on the city, lis fa

account for how thé practice in turn affects the walké&The same criticism can be levelled against
Appadurai s theorisation of | ocal i tsyr ialse d aa 9 héa o
structure of feeling that is produced by palar forms of intentionkactivity and yields particular

sorts of m#&Theoughaatlthis ¢hésfs ehopte o Gease out the parameters of locality by

l ooking past tdipacethakmin erdei t@analysefthie effedtive practicist

produce locality andhe affects that locality in turn yields.

Appadurai s own ter mi nol o gevaluptiarvoeptacemdkiag, paicularly or a n
his use of tuubeofefmebshnpgtbcto descirinedbgthd ocal i ty,
cultural theoiist Raymond Williams inthe 1958sDe s cr i bi ng structures of fe
el ements of consciousness and rel atovoademashi psd, Wi
methodology for cultural historians studying thenergence of social groupgeriods, and styles.

Rather thandcusing only on the materiahd social infrastructures that define the soapatial

particularities of a moment in time, Williams adated for consideration of théffective

infrastructureéd- put simply, the emotionabodily, and culturaéxperiences of |ifé& What did it feel

like to live through a particular time? What was the atmosphere like? Williams argues that a

structure of feelng is a historically distinct quality whi@jives the sese of a generation or pad@?°
Engagingwithhe i nef fabl e qualities of Williamsdé struc
describe the distinctivenessfplacmatsisgi.ve nei ghbour

Both Appadur ai 8 s hesshdre &diadute anwanasess theacpmplexaationship
between humans and their surroundings and the potential of phenomenology to contribute to our

ethnographic knowledge. As Thrift argues, expldt i ons of affect offer us 06

85 Michel de CerteauThe Practice of Everyday L.i@akland, CAJniversity of California Press, 19847.

8CameronDufft hy (G KS w2 f Bracficginthdd NB R dzO B ¥ R gnvidriment dndl Re@réng D:
Society and Spad#éol,28,No.5 (October 2010Q)881¢95.

87 Arjun AppaduraiModernity At Large: Cultural Dimensions of Globalizafimnesota:Universityof
Minnesota Press, 1996)82

88 Raymond Willims, The Long Revolutigihondon: Hogarth Press, 1992)

89 Devika Sharma and Frederik Tygstr@puctures of Feeling: Affectivity and the Study of Cul@eelin:
Walter de Gruyter, 2015]).

Oibid
91 Appadurai, 1996, 182.
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intelliget e a b out 92inheeentwenns,lthé &&= to understand how places move us has led

to an increased focus on the instinctive and emotional dimensions of social life generated and

circulated aross human and nehuman bodies. Nomepresentational thery (NRT), as proposed

by human geographer Négj Thrift, has been particularly prominent in reconceptualising the

relationship between affect and place. Emphasising the role of practice, pastithdariteractions

between humans and their surroundingséyift argues that placesi 6 a vi tnthé el ement i
constitut®bpocosi afgfentt be-reprdsentatiogabtheorieshavef ect |, non
provided human geographers with an opportunityexplore the precognitive aspects of everyday

practice ad the nondiscursive waym which humans ietract with their surroundings, and vice

versa.This approach also offers opportunities for historiaargl archaeologis to explore how

places generatednd affected by wanave beenmbued with a myriad of meargsthrough the

affectivepractices of theiinhabitantsin Marie Louise Stig Sgrensen and Dacia\Repps e 6 s e di t e d
volume,War and Cultural Heritage : Biographies oftR&aoggteriality of caflict is described as a
6receptor, c oorbféntemienr meanamgp th dr @ fmlo ¢ ¢ bxdéfinitiomthat o mp
emphasises the agency of militarised places, not just as passive backgrounds onto which meaning is
inscribed, but as multlimensioml spaces capable of containing, reflecting and transqitti

emotions?4

Recent resarch in the field dconflict archaeology has focused on hosgativity has the potential

to inscribe class and identity oaffeciveangdace, creat
expressive values and articulate commuiahiviality and social sold a r 9% Diespite $hé nature of

war being seemingly opposed to the idea of 6comn
division that we see the starkeskamples of locality production. One area of research thad been

the subject ofcreasing aention in recent years is the study of Second World War internment

camps, particularth e processes by which i nternedédabworndsed cr e
of t he%¥Qamanpd Myt umd s altdral Heritdge wnal Prigsomaf WarCreativity

Behind Barbed Wi{2012) provides numerous examples of creative expression in both civilian and

military POW camps, from the role of newspaperstasgible souvenirs of internmenb the

2phpA3St CKNATBEStAYEYSYi2wiE NRE 2 T GelgraiiskalAfnalddg g, NG.® O0a 2 F | T
(2004) 60.
3 jbid

94 SgrenserandViejoRoseWar and Cultural Heritage: Biographies of Pl&ce

% Tim Edensor, Deborah Leslie, Steve Millington, and Norma R&mptisies o¥ernacular Creativity:
Rethinking the Cultural Economrzondon: Routledge, 2009), 14.

% Gillian Carr and H. C. Mytum (Ed€ljtural Heritage and Prisoners of War: Creativitlyibé Barbed Wirg
(New York: Routledge, 2012), 1.
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signifioaeraeti ok dEadtinmiment cDps’iThis résearch emphasises the

affective role of material culture production, not only as a way of making captivity more comfortable,

or for the alleviation of boredom, but also as a means of imbuing spébemeaning. In her studyf

SecondWorld War Japanese internment camps, Jane Dusselier argues that the production of

materi al culture was one of t he pdcarcietriacka In gedl. e me n
Uprooted from their familiar surroundingsnd forced to live out amndefinie existence in the basic

enclaves of the camp, the JapanAsgerican internees were forced to rely on their abilities to

dema ke pl aces of saducton of mdtedial dulture.dusgehier thenefore piewsth

ability to produce mateal cultr e, whet her pieces of furniture or

of recuperating a sense of placed.

I n Dusselier s exampl epresdion, as nuchtaditie affect of thgamdss of cr e
themselvesthat imbue the camp witlmeaningThe process by which individuals construct space
through creative expression is often referred toc
Markusen and Ame Gadwa Nicodemus to describe the way that participatioart and cultural

activiies canprovide the stimulus for urban regeneratiéf®.Louise C. Platexplores the way in

which the 6éeveryday creativityd obplacemakingyt er s i n f
creating unigue pieces knitters are hatoulding a sense oékand attachment to placé! In this

sense, it is the act of creating as much as it is the materiality of the finished piece that identifies

people with places.

The placemakg potential of these gically mundane activities hasesed new avenues for thiirlg
about material culture in its broadest sensé as an active agent in the productionlo€ality.

Within the field ofmilitary history,the relationshipbetweenmaterility, place and affebfs been
relatively unexploredathough not completely igrmed. Historian Quintin Colville, for example, has
researched the expression of corporate domesticity by Royal Naval officéng idesign and
furnishing of theiiship quaters during the 1920s and 1930%.Through the appropriatio of a range

of governingyualities, the naval home transmitted the masculine ideals of the upperwliksalso

97 Euan McKayiSouvenirs ofnternment: Camp Newspapers as a Tangible Record of a Forgotten Expé&rience

in Cultural Heritage and Prisoners of Whaondon:Routledge2012)a SR t I NJ] Saz We¢ kiy'a> ¢ dzo Sa
LY@SyiaA@dS aSRAOAYS Culitral/HervagdzandRgnera € ®arC NJ 9+ 4G QX

BWFyS 5dzaaSt ASNE G¢KS ! NIA&A 2F {dzNBAGIEY wSYIF{Ay3d GKS
/YL Z¢é dAWtund (EdSL)CUltlirst Heritage and Prieers of War: Creativity behind Barbed Wikew

York: Routledge, 2012), 94

Pibid

100 Cara Courage and Anita McKeov@imgative Placemaking: Research, Theory and Praiiesv York:

Routledge, 2018)
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helping to mould its occupants to meet these standafédiRecent anthropailgical ad

psychoanalytical approaches to the notmi® h 0 me gondsanaegvay to remedyirthe

traditional view of twentieth century battlefields as cratered, barren landscapes completely

disconnected from the idea of homeIn The Secret Battl@staian Mich&l Roper uses a Freudian
psychoanalytical framework to arg that memories of famillfe - prompted by care packages,

letters and photographs from loved oneglayed a key role in sustaining the morale of the British
Expeditionary Force durintpe FirstWorld War.105 According to Roper, it was through this

exchawg e of 06t h e tha soldiérd were fible hloacope With their hostile surroundinghe

significance of home in the trenches is further explored by Ross Wilson, who challenges the

perceptonof t he Western Front as ggestindtizatrBoitshsdas, t or t uo
found unique meaning in the materiality of the war; a unique perspective of their surroundings that
6enabled troops to unde adualemcdnesgtheewitnessedlamdnt , unpr e
i nhaktdgted?o.

Der wi n G rtidegon vemmadar memadalisation in theEighth Air Forceanalyses the
excavation of a group of identification 6dogd ta
buried as an act of rermebrancel®” The recognition of the complex relationship beten soldiers

and their lied environment has gone some wayreframing the topography of war from a purely

strategic landscape defined solely by the military interactions that took place theyey ggries of

distinctive places invested wigmotions that continue to resonate log after the conflict has ended.

The transformation is expressed in the musings of Robert S Arbib, who concluded in his 1946

me mo i r urindhtlzese twib gears | had seemany things to remember, a few things to criticiae,

lot to admire, and some things loveé And just as we had bearluctant to leaveAmerica then,

we were reluctant now to say goaetlye to England, where we had, inarppar | ance, ©6f ound
h o mesd

1031hid

104 Ross J. Wilsohandscapes of the Western Front: Matetiatiuring the Great WafNew York: Routledge,
2012) Stphane AudoirRouzeauCombattre: Une Anthropologie Historiqueldee Guerre Moderne, Xb¥&Xle
SBcle Les Livres Du Nouveau Monde, (Paris: Seuil, 2008).

105 Michael RoperThe Secret Battle: Emotiorfalirvival in the Great W#Manchester: Manchester Univ.
Press, 2009)

106 \ilson,Landscapes of the Western Froht

075 SNB Ay DvbdmaukaNdEemoridlization in the military: personal acts of remembran&dt Thorpe
Abbotts Journal of Conflict AnaeologyVol.14, No.23 (2019), 83-98.

108 Robert S. Arbib JHere We Are Together: The Notebook of an American Soldier in Brivaition:
Longmans Green & Co., 19480,
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Affedive Atmospheres

One of the strands of NRT research tha of particular interesta this thesis is the idea of afftive

at mospheres, defined by And éaosandalormgsidthe formatienct i ve a
of, acrostiuman and noiumanmaterialities, anthbetweers ubj ect / ob j ®dhe di st i nct
oppositional naturef atmospheres accounts for the ambiguity of their generation and transmission,
according to Anderson, who uses the example of morale as evidence of how indeterminate and

amorphous collective affects can permeate every aspeetay/day life, a trait with opens up the

potential for them to be controlled, contrived and target&d.

Despite their ineffability, atmospheres are an inescapable feature of the lived experientagy W

about the transmission of these collective affettseresa Brennan encourages to remember a

time when we have walked into a room addlt the atmospherétll While Brennan asserts that

these affects are prpersonal and contagious, moving frondgdo body, she concedes the

dmpressiodthey make dependsn our own affective stats at the time of impactf | feel anxiety

when | enter the room, then that will influence what I perceive or receive by way of an impréssion
Brennan explain&i2 The amntagious nature of anxiety as a feeling is expanded dkhbyed, who

argues that arirty @s sticky: rather like velcro, it tends to pick up whatever comes Ggamurning

back to Pecykos de s catihegbedginoing ofdhis theskhe antietyicestdinlyn g r o o n
seems to have an adhesive qualityaehing itself to the maphe briefing room, and the people

inside But where does this anxiety originate from? While Brennan, along with other theorists such

as Tomkins and Anderson, mightadopta 6 out si de i nd stance,bodar gui ng
through pheromones andnconscious imitation, there are others, including Ahmed, who argue that

atmospheres are produced by the entwinement of semiosis and affect.

Providing a metaphorical ammpaniment to the stickiness of affect, and the impor&gaotsemiosis

in its product o n, i s Edward Casey0s ot Casey, thioplacgstadki c k6 a
affective connections that might mark the space as being distinctive. TousevAppgad 6 s t er mi no |
thin places can be interpreted asesgs where locality, as a stcture of feeling, has either not

emerged or has been allowed to erode. Thick places, on the other hand, can be viewed as an

0 Sy | yRSNE2YS 4! T TENGOH Epéce and SoRigK(SRB . A Y
1Ojbid

11 Teresa Brennarfhe Transmission of Affeitthaca: Cornell University Press, 2004)
112Brennan,The Transmission of Affeét
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Reader(Durham, NCDuke University Press, 20135.
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assemblage of affect, practice and habit, vb@mbine to produce layers of meaniigThis

thickenirg process has been expanded oy Edensor, who observes how the atmosphere of a

football match is made thick by an assemblage of events on the pitch, fan culture and other vectors,

ranging from weathedeague position and lighté Fans, who have become attuht the stadium

through asons spent watching the team, have devised strategies to manipulate the intensity of the

atmosphere. Historical contexts, embedded in the practice of familiar rddghoutines, are
therefore integal to generating a sense oélbnging among the fanshigh they articulate as a sense

of being at homét?

Like Edensor, anthropologist Yael Navaro stresses the role of embodied histories in attuning
individuals to the affedstity of their environment. Naaro, whose ethnographic wotflocuses on the
emotive eneggies that emerge from the materiality of the pestr landscapes of Cyprus, explores
the significance of subjectivity in the production and processing of &fféaicusiig on the
theoretical questia of whether affect is dischaed from subjectivity or fom objects and places,
Navaro comes to the conclusion that human interiority and the exterior world are inextricably
linked; an entwinement that produces emotive chargésich are articulated by thse Turkish

Cypriots living amog GreekCypriot ruins as mlancholia. Another compelling idea to emerge from

Navarods work is the role obethevebaspaseati Taki

from Derridgpd, 6 Navat ehoatike gresenses thahialbét the island
project themselves onto the material places and objects of Northern Cyptnasismitting affect to
the people who interact with then#!® The role that spectrality and subjectivipyays in the

production of aféctive atmospheres will be expled in Chapter Two of thighesis, which examines

how the 6haunt edd | a-randasserabnge ordinedlanfield quikdisgard b ot t s

countryside, personal objects of the dead andmihamatic interpretation produces affects capable
of dispinting time and place. Bhprocessing of these affects as canny (homely) or uncanny
(unhomely), to borrow Freudian terminology, emerges from the interiority of the individual and

their relationaliy to Thorpe Abbotts120

15 ibid

16¢ A Y 9 RSy aiag\amogptieid@aRtde@atch: Fan cultures, coendialisation and mood
YEYF3SYSyd Ay Bmotbh Sgade artl S&ibtg. 5 2014) L

7 ibid

18Yael Navarerashit & ! FFSOGA @GS { LI OSasz aStlyOK2tAO hoasSoday

Anthrop2 £ 2 3A O f The Burial®RE Keya Anthropological Institdes15, No.1 (2009) 5.

19ibid
120 sigmund FreudThe Uncanny(London:Penguin UK, 2003)
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There is no denying that the turrotaffect has resulted inldgerature plagued by inconsistencies,
vagueness, and contradictiodsHowever, it has also produced enlightening new ways of thinking
about the relationship between pelgpand places, and thdiéity of bodies (human and ndruman)

to move and be movedyoth historically and in the present.

Conflict ArchaeologyndStudies oMaterial Culture

Deployed soldiers have relied on temporary bases for shelter, protectictht@mitorial

consolidation since the beginning of orgadisvarfare. These boundespaces have taken various

forms across every conceivablhngaammes dfoft etrireai g m
army to the highly sophisticated British and Amarid-orward Operating Bases of the war in

Afghanistan. Inteled as temporary fortifitions, the encampments are usually dismantled,

destroyed, or abandoned as soon as their purpbas been served.

Despite the camps 0 -daylife eftlein mhaleitants das indreasinglyebeen a y

subject of reseatt in the field of conficar c haeol ogy; a discipline that
complex social relationships thatliebbelm d war f ar e 24@nd of the pioneprs aithe i c e 0 .
study of the live experience of fortress dwellers was landscape archaesil@iris Taylor, whose

aralysis of the earthworks of Bodiam Castle in Sussex played an influential role in transfibrening
perception of castles from utilitarian fortresses to private residerigeghe consideration of how

fortified encampments are expericed by their occupantsals offered new perspectives on military

hi story, encowp@®gsthygd)y afafitsPéCloredte thecsobjadt matter of this

thesis is the work of Robert Litiard, who has explored the military landscapes of Eagliams fluid

and constarly-evolving topographies. ka Very Dangerous Logcdlitydiard and Sims adopt an

interdiscplinary methodology, involving the analysis of physical remains, archivaledasuaral

history, and artistic representations, to chriafe the transformationoSuf f ol ks coast al [
during the Second World War.

Recent case studies on the domestEaces of militased siteshave included the work of Hadley on
the winter canps of the Viking Great Army; Geer, Orr, and Reeves ontaryi encampments during
the Civil War period; and Seitsonen, who explores themes of dislocation and displacementtthroug

the archaeological study of a remote Second World War German military carfjnimsh Lapland.

121 M. Bille,& K.Simonsei Atmospheric Practices: On Affecting and Being Affect8dace ancCulture

Vol24, No2 (2021),295¢309.

122 John Carmanirchaeologies of Conflitondon:Bloomsbury Publishin@013),95.
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and Societyol. 25 (2017), 5.

24 CarmanArchaeologies ofonflict, .
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Conflict archaeology has also extendedte material remains adntimilitarisation movements,

such as Schofieldds wor k on tehGampsweicheekkstm Co mmon
unearth an 0 ar céhTheateaaliyyf subversipnrhas talsodheéed addressed in

Harold Mytumandsi | | y Car r dkson Rrisones of ar caenpsywothr focus on how

internees negotiated, experienced and demarcdkexspaces of the camps through creativity and

homemaking practice®s

Thislatter case study demonstrates the intertwining of cohichaeology, material ture studies

and historical anthropology, particularly in the presentation of military distabents as

communities populated by local subjects with the agency to etffiecspaces they inhab3itl As

Schofield and Harrison argute relationship betweegontemporary archaeology and cultural
anthropol ogy i s str engonmateraldultirejanditheit iltereStingne d s 8 e mg
historical dimensions of human seties!28 The interdisciplinary nature of conflict archaegy,
within which thisthe i s si tuates itself, is emphasised by P
Omililtandgecalpesd as Omateri al and cubilrtedioal sites
achi eve mi2The tudurayandasocianénsions of militarizklandscapes were observed

by the notable American geographer J. B. Jacksioo,drew from his own experiences as an officer

in Europe during the Second World War. Accordin t o Jackson, O&darmies do mo
createano r d er o f 13aBhidentifyingp negotiating and demarcating the landscape, Jackson

and hi s c¢ o mhaavwkedad baepinitatedanto a group secret, that we were bona fide
membersofh e mi | i t & Rathergharcviewingyniiitarized dscapes as a theatre where

the drama of war is played out, thewsrghtdi er sd s
Understanding how these assembled bodies interact on the stage is vitatlewstanding how

connections between people and places formed. As Jackson sweggs, physical and emotional

encounters between soldiers and their surroundings are irtgi actions in the production of

collective identity which is in turntangibly ad intangibly inscribed onto the landscapes in which they

occur.

125 3chofield, JPeace Site: An archaeology of protest at Greenham Common adtligrgesh Archaeology
104(209),44-49.

126 Gilly CarandHarold Mytum,Prisoners of War: Archaeology, Memory, and Heritage of-Hatt 20th-
Century Mass InternmeifNew York, NYSpringer New Yori2013), 195.

27 CarmanArchaeologies of Confli®9.; Adrian andanHaynes Eds.)dThe Roman army as a commuidity
Journal of Roman Archaeology supplementanjes34 (1999),7-14.

128 Rochey Harrison, and John SchofidldF 1 SNJ a2 RSNy AG& Y | NOKIF S2f 23A0F € ! LIS
Past(Oxford: OUP Oxforc2010),90.

129 pearson, Coates & Cole (Edliljtarized Landscapesl,

130 John Brinckerhoff Jacksofhe necessity for ruins, and other topi@oston:University ofMassachusetts
Press,1980), 14.

libid

41



Theideathat residwes of meaning cling to objects and spaces of war nparsistentlythanthey do

to peacetimamaterialityhas been a recurring theme in writgbout the First World War. Iér

Ni cholas J. Saunder s, efadshembodgxdjversiyd tsut perthiapsvaar , | i ke
unique intensitdo f i ndi vi dual, soci al &1Sdunderns arquesrthatlthe i d e a s
menods experiences of inthematralityfoftheevar that the Westsrm | nv e st

Front has lecome more tlan just a baadrop for the conflict, but a living landscape onto which

layers of meaning hawecumulatedAs suchthesespacs have the potential to evoke a myriad of

memories and emiions depending on who is experiencitigem This transfomative power is

harnessedn the surviving trench art, the creation of which saw an object of war transformedainto
Opotent meidhropgh this pracess, the object becomes a mnemonicibat has been
destroyed(the human bodya n d i n tleonemogy ofthe@body isreplaced by the memory of

t he o¥This appréacHocueson the symbolicvalue of materiel of war, oveheo bj ect 6 s

intrinsic materialityThe notion of the object as surrogatefor another bodyis in contrast to

theoreticd debates in material culte studies, particularly those arguments maddlayiel Miller

and his contemporaries at UCL in tdthmtobjetsad 1980s.
notsimg v refl ect peopl e dasbjedtsishuld be studied in theirtn rat, as. |l nste
a part of peopleds | ife worlds. According to Mil
relationsé demands an undeceytea® di¥ibrgnt Mattethmat er i al
politicaltheorist Jap Bennett moves the focusom the human experience of things the things
themselvesBennett argues thatowalld: objtdet cuhaveasdabi hg

toanimate,toat, t o produce eff®Bcts dramatic and subtl e

Affective Pactice in Heritage Studse

As Navarods research shows, affect holds enor mou
Similarly, the study of affect at sites of memory, particularly thbs@ad by war, presents an

opportunity withinheritage stuiks to interrogate not juswhat heritage and commemorative sites

mean, but what they might do to those who visit them on an emotional $&&aléhe increasing

presence of affect in heritage and musestudies has emerged in response to whatirganeSmith

132 Nicholas J. SaundefBrench Ar{Barnsley: Pen & Sword Military, 2011), 1

13335aundersTrench Artl.

134 Susan StewartOn LongingNarratives of the Miniature, the Gigantic, the Souvenir, the Collegtizurham:

Duke University Press Books, 1992),.133

135panielMiller andChrisTilleyz & 9 R Adudaldf Métetial Culturgol.11(1996), 6.

136 Bennett,VibrantMatter, 6.
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call s 6t her e b-dhehiglaringtlack ohrecoghiteon for the role that affect and emotion

play asessential constitutive elements of hage makin@38 In order to correct this defidi, Tolia

Kelly, Waterton and Watson have set out a thrpeint agenda for heritageesearchers. The first

objective is to highlight the affective connections we have with our past, the second is to explore the
embodied experience of heritage, ati finalc oncern i s t o acknowl edge t he

affce t 6 ( as de §that ardopeoducdd,\circdiated anél articulated at heritage sites.

One of the first steps in reconciling the notion of affect with the discursive and semiotic nature of

heritage has been to move away from the idea of affectae-gersonal, extradiscusive and

autonomous excess that imbues spaces and hits bodiestoregnsemaking, as conceived by the

likes of Massumi, Thrift and Brenn@hRather than viewing emotioas the qualified cognitive

product of affect, Wetherell ash Smith have argued thatte pr ocess of regi steri ng
&imultaneously weaves tofgetr with meaningnaking to produce dynamic flows of feelings,

experience and actions that are culturaljcognisable (and communicable to oneself and others) as

affect and emotiodt4! In short, the simultaneous entanglements of affect with the subjegtiveess

of meaningna ki ng organi se what Wetherell calls the 0e

dffect is articulated and circulaté¢k.

One of the most compelling and productive appaches to emerge from the engagement of heritage

studies with affct and emotion is the idea of affective practice, as proposed by Margaret Wetherell.
Affective practicedaws on Bourdieuds noti oynd otf o ddnaphli d rues 6h @
social listory is inscribed onto the body of the social actor through refed practice. Focusing on

the types of affects that are regular, relatively predictable and bound uzial selations, such as

those produced at a national memal service for instanca)etherell argues that affective practices

6wear whatcrciobhéd d& dgdesesoves or ruts in peopl eds
particular routes overthegrassger aft er year ¥Wilhedppatengiesfoew pat hso.

assessing how individualsd communities engage with the present has been further explored

138 aurajaynesmith and Emma E. Watertoderitage, Communities and Archaeoldtgndon:
Duckworth, 2009)49.

¥ Divya P. Tolikelly, Emma Waterton, and Steve Watskeyitage, Affect ané&motion: Politics, Practices
and Infrastructures(London:Routledge, 20161.
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141 smith, Wetherel& Campbell Emotion, Affective Practices, and the Past in the Pregtentlon:Routledge,
2018) 4.
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through the idea of 6af f oadsdsvhew docalworlds historigsand ct i C €
6 eeling actorsd ar e bui manceafmdritagey Examps sf afféctive h r o u g h
heritage practices range from the choreographediily motions and emotions of an annual

memorial service to the collapse of temporal boundaries in hisabrieenactment, and the

empathetic emotions that this eagement with the past prattes.Engaging with the idea of
practice, Smith has calledthect of conserving heritage a type of
into networks that are in turn mairgtined and recreated through heritage activities:

0 T haductpof the consequenuieseritage activities are the emotions, experiences and
memogs of them that they createé What is also ct

social networks atite historical and cultural narratives that underpibthased i n g4 r el at i on s

Of particular interest to this thesis is the way in whittiese heitagepractices contribute to the

production and maintenance of affective connections to place. In explaimmgbjects can become
6stickyd withmefdf ac g ue ¢ e iatibrebetwe@r} objécts and affects is
preserved t“hWhikeafettivelpradiide tad feel like a given, like locality, it can also be
something thettiesd aadtineelddg eor k t odnthist ai nd, ac
thesis | will ague that the affective connections established by members diitilegh Air Forcehave

been sustained and transmitted intergenerationally through a range of affectiagkasiactices. In

the case of the 100th Bomb Group, thebave included the symbolend structured ©O6r et |
people and objects from the US to Thorpe Abbotts, the intergenerational participation of veterans

and their families in reunions, and the repaid restoration of the mateei of the base by British

volunteers. These practicegihich over time have become embedded into the social architecture of

the bomb groups, generate affect and emotion for the social actors who participate in them.

But to wha extent can affect be curated and engineered so thaait be felt by those uninited in

the performance of the affective practices described above? Museum studies is increasingly engaging
with the notion that affects and emotions can be curated thitodgsign and interpretation. Using
practicebased reseah at Australian memorial meeums, McKernan and McLeod argue that visitors

are inducted into affective practices of war commemoration through rseltisory exhibition spaces

that both reinforce and chillenge accepted ideas about Ww&rBuser goes one stefurther in

suggesting thattie and pl ace can be made to feel 6out of

144 smith, Wetherell, CampbeHleritage, Affect and EmotioB0.

145 _aurajane SmitH/)ses of Heritage3.
¥6f | NI | KY SRS Od HEds.RBéantGoegg, MassumProbyn and SeigwortfThe Affect Theory
Reader(Duke University Press, 201G8p.

147 Margaret Wetherell Affect and Emotion: A New Social Science Understan(BAgsE, 201,2)42.
148 Smith, Wetherel& CampbellHeriage, Affect and Emotiorg5s.
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in interactive displays at Bodiam CastieThese unsettling hauntological strategiesased to stage

affective atmospheres, which emerge fromvt or 6 s i nt lemateriality of the sité?i t h t

One of the most convincing ar gaobseeatibnsofthes ar chaeol
Vietnam Memorial in Washington D.Questioningwhyt he memor i al has such an
af f ect i an¢chosewhp\asititt & condlidesthat he si t eder aV & smditidhr 9 mt yt s
sensorial qualities, and its ability to structure a participatory, teorporeal landsca@@s! It is in the

silerce and invisibility of the worlgontrastedagainstiie maaumentalism found elsewheon the

Mall, that evokes the absent presences of thosewdsd have been losBy makingvisitorswalk

around the monumenthroughthe ordering of names by the date thexere killed rather than in

alphabetical order, #y are encouraged to walk through he war 6 s chronol ogy. I nc
materiality of the monumend reflective black granité acts as a portal into another tinié2 Building

o n Ha miotlomthkat nseforialscan disrupt time and space through their materiality &,

Chapter Twowill expore how the layout of the 100 Bomb Group Museum orientates visitors

towards the past.

Outside of heritage studies, there has been growing interebbin affective encauters can be

engineered into the material and immatergbfic of everyday life tlmughplacemakingThe
expectation that cities should 6buzzdd has made ©
cables, according to Tlit.153 However, thereis an increasing understanding within place making
literature that cities already@nt ai n much of this 6groundworkd in
to the historic environmendeveloped through everglay locality producing practts Research

conduced by Historic England concluded that adults who liveré@ms with more historic bildings

and spaces are likely to have a stronger sense of place, as are those individuals who have an interest

in their local historic environmerie4 Generating and maintdig affective connections to the past

therefore offers a vay for developersandurba pl anner s t o creatacEvans hi ck
point out, this process must start with an attempt to capture and comprehend the embodied

conrections people have i places. It is only by understanding the nature of thef$ective

connections thaplanners can develop regeneration schemes that mean something to the people

who reside therel55
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As this literature review has shown, the historiaghy relating to the aiwar has been dominated
by discussion dhe strategic casequences of the bombimgmpaigywithout due academic
consideration of the social, materialn d cul t ur al i mp ac onteefEastAngiand Fr i e n
landscapeEven more lacking is amderstanding of the bases as individual communitiestitded
of complex networls of human and nehuman bodieshat were shaped around the unique
circumstances of aerial combat/hile the work of Sam Edwards had been pivotahimoducing the
notion of the bases as sites invested witikomplexweb of meanings, this thesis witligdeeper into
the emotional relationships formed between airmen anditlsglish base® understand why these
sites have become transmitters of affesss the interdisciphiary nature of this literature review has
indicated, thighesis will draw on currehdebates within History, Anthropology, Heritage Studies,
Geography ad Conflict Archaeology to interrogate how the pastcial lives of these air baskave

shaped their rateriality in the present.
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ChapterTwo: Anticipation ad affect at Shipdham

Introduction

@ flier is a highly trained, highly skilled, expensive and valuable war machine. He is also a human being
with a sensitive set of nerves, muscles and enmtioos. fliers, life in this war is a strange, chaotic
intelude. The whole experéeiscuncoroftable and artificial, with no relation to any life that went

before. This is obviously true of actual combat, with all of its horrifying experiealtgsueisfequ

the unspectacular daily rodtira barrackend muddy fields, or camve in an nfamiliar country

among strangers. In this unreal world, a man comes to think of his plane, his flying mates and his own
skill of endurance as the only faralkanents he has to hold on to. He attaches a tremendous

importance to them, and sufwhen amnhing happens to upset ttiem.

21 Jan 1944 | etter from Miss Graves, Supervisor of Rest Homes, ARC to Mr Gibson, retelling
observations by Capt. David Wrighd, psychiatric consultant for thigighthAir Forcelsé

BarbaraGraves, the Red Cross sapvisor who relayed the observations Bighth Air Force
psychiatrist Dr David Wright, did so as a means of emphasising the tremendous psychological benefit
that her Ameri@n Red Cross Rest Homes were having on the morale of theraw who had

visited trem since their establishment in the Sprindl6#3. The Rest Homes, situated in large
English country houses and hotels, were set up to provide an antithesis to the emlbtifraught
experience of air combat and the anxidaden atmosphere of the air ls&. According to Dr Wright,
the Red Cross hatheen so successful in its task of emotionally fortifying fliers against the mental
strain of air warfare because it h@estaliished the character of the homeshomesg) crafting a
domesticated atmosphere oflity that stripped the airman of the heigirted emotional intensity of
the war machine and made him an individual again@itenewed sense of belonging to a world
they knew before, in which familiar things and people stibtefor them3'5” The resthomes

provided something that the air basekthe Eighth Air Forcewere lacking in their first few months

of operation- the affect of home.

DrWrightd s ¢ o n c | hed after menths of abserwations and interviews wiighh Air Force
personnel, preent bomber stations in 1943 as emotionalyrplex and fragile communitiedistinct
from infantry units, where the ebbs and flows of morale were more tightly bound tgthesical

sensations of ground warfare. Embodied encowteith mud, blood and swéan the battlefields

156 GAmerican Red Cross and 8th USAAF Combat Rest Homes for Combat Fliers, Maktayli®#% Eighth
Air Force Archive, Eberley Bia¢ Collections, Penn State University
B ibid
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of Italy, for examplewere in stark contrast to the experiences &fighth Air Forceair crews, who

spent their mornings fighting a faceless enemyla above ground, only to return to clean sheets

and finechinaby teatime. As oneiaman put it, life in theEighthwas likedaving one foot in heaven

and the other in heli*s8 As a 1945 article irmy Talkke ot es, 61t ds hard to give
tucked away in the peaceful English countryside andwmag at the heart of theaerial assault on

Ger matFyo.rd t he basesd gr ounpmmpngthrdl of mmiednt,dangehveas adr e n
replaced with a set of other no less dangerousemotions: boredom, anxiety, arttbmesicknes?

The mental toll dthe bombing war was exathated by the physical attrition of the early months of

the campaign. Of the original 27 crews assigned to the 44th Bomb Group (totalling 273 men), only

25 per centcompleed their tour of duty (25 missions), the rest having eitlibeen killed, injured, 0

taken prisone#st

The attitudes of Eighth Air Force psychiatrists, such as Wright, mark a dramatic shift in military
medicine, away from viewing neurological breakdovmtha result of the patielt s p r e dacks p o s e d
of moral fbreg but instead, as agmotional reaction to the extreme physical and mental stresses to
which they weresubjected$2 Psychological research undertaken by the US military in the 1920s
introduced he term @nticipatory neuroseso describe a disorder thtadesults from a dread of

some intolerable danger that is as yet not fully realised and that belongs to a probainéeR3tThe
recognition of the affective threat posed fgrobable future8speds to the importance of

temporality in both individual ancbllective experiences dEighth Air Forcecommunitiess4 For
aircrew, the anticipation of flying a mission impactedhow the men related to their base and each
other. The idea that Eighth Air Foe bomb groups were united by this shared state of araibim
resonates with Roseme i n 6 s @nootionabcomnaunitigsdefined as social groupa which
people adherdo the same norms of expression and vakuer devalued the same or related

emotions365 For historians of emotions, it is the attitudesathcommunities have towasdcertain

158D A. Landel-rom Somewhere in Englan(@irlife Publishing Ltd., 1991),.91

BWhy &Sy { GNR 1 Mgy Talkdf the Hightth Air$oroh ANO3K1E March 1945, p.3.
160 Office of the Surgeon GendyMedical support of the Army Air Forces in World WébDéjpartment of
Defense 1955, 666.

161 JimHamilton, The Writing 69th: Civilian War Correspondents Accompany a U.S. Bombing Raid on Germany
During World War J(United StatesJ. Hamilton,1999), 57.

162 Mark Wells,Courage and Air Warfare: The Allied Aircrew Experience in the Second Wo(BtMlas in Air
Power, 1995 Xii.

163 Bartlett, Psychology of the SoldigCambridge: Cambridge UP 219, 189.

184 For a contemporary insight into the medical treatmentzhth Air Forcpersonnel, seéonald W.

I I & (i RsycHi@ric Experiences of the Eighth Air Force, First Year of CombatIRi#fjgvhich includes the

case studies of 60 crewmen whé&&WE | 6 St € SR W LKA ek Ravi@ @ NIO HEbSe@ditians dzNBS & Q
on Combat Flying Personr{&b45).
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affective state® what Stearns describe @&motional norm$- that revealhow communities are
maintainedsé Taking this argument one step further, William Reddggests that groups can be
governed by@motional regimedwhere certain emotionsire supressed and others are

acknowledged and encourag€dA historical example of one such regime, offered by Jan Pampler, is
the attitude of soldiers of the First World Valr towards fear. Whereas personal accounts from
conflictsof the nineteenth centuryarely acknowledge the presence of fear, the arrival dditovar -

and with it the prevailing sense of powerlessness that arose from encounters with shells and gas
resut ed i n sol di deasthabard awash wathdisor.188 m despdniseata thee shifting
parameters, psychiatrists on both sides recegdi and even accepted, fear and the manifestation of
its physical symptoms @hell shoc&'¢° The increased engament of military historians with

emotions has undoubtegladvanced the study of éhexperience of war. However, the term
@&motionis mnceptually problematic, not least because of its enmeshmentraegtboning, which
arguably maketheir studyone of cultural history and changing sociadlitical,and cultual

contextst7o @ffect | would argue, is a richer and more productive term when dealing with the
complex relations between militarypersore | and t he spaces they inhabi
@fective economig®ffers an analytical tool for explorirfgpw collective identitys formed through

the circulation and distribution of affedtor Ahmed, affects emerge from the attachments and
interactions between bodies, objects, or subjeétver time, affects can lm®me stuck to certain
subjects, changitypw individuals align theselves with the collective. Ahmed, among otheias h
shown how rightwing politiGanshave utilised affective economies of hate to coat objects,
constituting them as &ommon threafit’2 This argument could be extended to military

communities, where the aiulating affect of anticipation caused by the uncertaintprobable
futuresdsticks to the people and objects of the base, orientating them into an affective econodny hel

together in anticipation.

The manifestation of this &inipation as anxiety anigar was actively recognised by the United
States military during the Second World Wa#lhile the Nazi regime openly denounced the notion
of soldierly fear, the United Stagmilitary was taking concerted steps to understand thenplexity

of s ol dtibns,lineldidingethra acceptance of anxiety as a natural human reaction to the

186 peer N. Stearns and Carol Z. Steadisnotionology: Clarifying the History of Emotions and Emotional
Standards, American Historical RevieWol 90, No4 (1985)

167william M.Reddy,The Navigation of Feeling: A Framework for the History of Emditarabrigje:
Cambridge University Presx)01), XIIL

%8 Jant £ | Y LIS NEncylofefia 10E4518 hitps://encyclopedia.19141918online.net/article/fear
[accessed 27th September 2021].

169p | eese,Shell Shock: Traumatic Neurosis and the British Soldiers of the/BitdtWar(London:Palgrave
Macmillan UK2002).

10R Petri,dThe idea of culture and the history of emoti@n8listoreinVol. 12 (2013)22.

171 Jan PlampeiThe History of Emotionén Introduction(Oxford:Oxford University Pres2017),118,
25ara Ahmedd ! T T SO0 A @ SSo@iaDextval Y22, Sié 2(2004), 121.
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extremes of warAs Hans Pols argued, he astut e management of sol dier
more efficient fighting me#?3 Living conditions, casualtsites, camaraderie and oprunities for

rest and recreation became vital considerations in the emotional health of the individual, and by
extension, the morale of the bomb group as whole. Bombgeod home bases emerged
settings for the managnent of the dangerougsychologicakffects of anticipation. Not only were

they spaces where group bonding and identity formation could take place, but they were also venues
for rest and recreationpractices deemed essential to the prevention and treatta# anxiety.

Despite effirts to ground personnel in the present through the reassuring permanence of the

airfield, over time the multiple temporalities of the base became ingrained into thealgiy 6f the

airfield. The uncertainty dprobable futuredmanifested itself in nmals depicting imagined pesfar

scenes, and the visceral image of strippes/n beds, denoting the fates of those who failed to

return. Elsewhere on the base, a nostalgast resonated in the present through the provision of

familiar objects from@he world they knew beforéd domesticated interiorsfamilial relationsand

familiar foodd deployed in a bid to allay the evpresent weight of uncertainty. Shipdham can

therefore be seen as a site where multiple trajectories entdntemporal overlappingeflected in

the complex and often contradictory materiality of the air base. As | will discuss in Chapter Two, it

is these folds in the tempotdabricof the former airfiéds that reveal themselves when witnesses

and visitors intract with the materialityof the sited absent presences the assemblagarticulated
asdauntingd The purpose of this chapter, however, is to explore the physical and social

construction of Sktpdham, not as one continuous temporal narrative, but asraplex process of
meanig-making that transcended spatial and temporal boundaries. | argue, for example, that the
events taking place in the girundreds of miles away from trearfield were jug as influential in

shaping the base community at Shipdtzeathe intentional actsfdocalisation carried out on the

ground. Likewise, the affects generated by interactions with the materiality of the base were pivotal

in dictating how cews handled themiety of flying combat missions.

The chapter will begiby providing a briefhistry of t he 44t h Bomb Groupds
demographics, before explaining why the unique experiences of combat definedtBedb

Group as a locality ¢dd together in aticipation. Turninpt t ent i on t o howast he 6 af f
deployed to counter tle unruly emotions of anxiety and fear provokeddycertain future§ | will

explore how the group physically and socially adapted their new horSéigtdtham by collectilye

claiming, mapping, and domesticating its spaces.fdieéction of the chaptewill argue that an

i dealised notion of 6homed was repr,andlettered and tr

writing.
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The Formation of the 44tiBomb Group

The actiation of the 44 Bomb Group (BG) at MacDill Field on 15flanuary 1941 preceded the

creation of theEighth Air Forceby more than a year, making thetdBG one of the fewEighthAir

Forceunits establishegrior to the United State8 e nt r y iDedpite the WSA swarf f i ci al
policy of isolation, its Air Cps 0 still an untested ahunderstrength force in early 1941was

seeking to move its focus from tactical to strategic bombing in reaction to the-srgke aerial
campaignbeing waged againstiissh and German cities. The #8Bomb Group initially cmprised a

skeleton cadre bfour officers and ten enlisted men tasked with the job of recruiting and training

new personnel in the science of strategic bombing. By April 19#144h BG had bolsteed its

ranks to 200 personnel, including a small grourehccontingent. After comfeting basic training, air

crew were sent to specialist training schools to hone their skills as pilots, navigators, radio

operators, and gunners. Agining diversifiedso too didthe Grou@ s structure. Three
Squadrons (rmbered 66, 67" and 68) emerged, each with their own commanders and personnel.

In February 1942, the 44th was one of two established bomber groups to be assigned to the newly
activatedeighth Ai Force However, the 44 would not be among the first gups to achieve

combat staus, much to the disappointment of its commanders. Noseohad the Group s st r engt h
reached 126 officers and 1,500 enlisted men in Spring,194as swiftly reduced bglmost half due

to the transfer of personnel to otheEighh Air Force groupst?4 The fortunes of the Group were to

change in July 1942 whenméceived orders to transfer to Will Rogers Field, Oklahoma, to prepare

for overseas deployment. By this time, tRéeghth Air Forcehad carried out its first bombing

missiors from air bases in Englhiand was rapidly building up its strength in the Euaipe

Theatrel7s At Will Rogers, the 44 entered an intense training period focused on formational flying

and navigatio; skills which would be vital to the completion of sucgfes bombing missions.

However,the Groud s pr ogr ess was nlthe eyss oftohedAin FoxaQolorelfwh@ t or vy
reportedly remarked thatine had never seen such a bunch of eightballssietiire military

careeBl’¢ As told in the Grou® s o wmcal hccosints, this désion- aimed at the perceived
incompetence and misflime of the Groupd was not shrugged off, but actively embraced by the

44n. Before leaving for England, the Group ptéal the nicknamér he Flying Eightbafiand designed

aninsignia featuring a cada pool billiard with a bomb tail fin, nose cone anahgs. This distinctive

174 steveAdamsand RonMackay,The 44th Bomb Group in World War II: The "FhiizightBalls" Over Europe
in the B24 (PA:Schiffer Military History2003), 11

175 ibid
176 Adams & Mackaylhe 44thBomb Group in World War, Ii3.
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identifying mark was painted on each of the Grou
painting, commonly referred to asose ar) would becone an important part of thevisual culture

of the Eighth Air Forcethe 44 Bomb Group was unique in its decision to brand every one of its
aircraft with the gr ou pdlsmonthsshytgertimethe aiDceewp i t e it s
touched down in Egland in late September 49, the group had gone to unusual steps to cement its

fledgling identity in anticipation for its first taste of combat.

A glance at the diverse demographics of thé Bbmb Group helps to explain why establishing a

collective identity was deemedtobeso mpor t ant by the unitds command,]
Mara Truslow has analysed the available enlistment data for the flying personnel of tBerdid

Group. This compation of data offers an unparalleled insiigito the demographics of the combat

community that emerged at ShipdhamOne of the most strikingstatistics is the age of the

enlistees. Of the 2,665 records examined (accounting for just over fifty perafehe 4,903 combat
personné who served in the 4#), alnost half (46 per cent) wer aged between eighteen and

twenty-one. These young men were educated at a level above the average American; a reflection of

the intelligence and aptitude tests that potahtaircrew were required tdake to enter the

servicel78

As with mostEighth Air Foce bomb groups, the unit was mainly comprised of civilian soldiers, who
had signed up for the Army Air Force following t
personnel enlisted in the USXE straight from high school arollege, the occupationsf those who

were in employment represent every stratum of American society. The occupations ranged from
office clerks and salesmen to tinsmiths and mechanics. Astonjshimghumber one listed

occupation among flight crew wastor179 In fact, there wee five more stage performers in the

flying contingent of the 44th than there were farmhands. Through the feats of First World War aces
and the celebrity of interwar aviater flying had garnered a&fite and glamorous status, espaly
compared to the peceived drudgery of life in the infantry; a reputation cemented by the enlistment
of Hollywood greats, including James Stewart and Clark Gable, into the ranks BigdAir

Force The supposed ginour of the Army Air Force drewolunteers from every sta of the union,

across the historic nortksouth political boundaries.

"Mara¢ NXza f # Bamb @Graup Data Dashbodrd>
https://datastudio.google.com/u/O/reporting/1hlZHajwShFth FQQabBMh5i8SPOD®age/2M82[accessed
12" September 20211

178 For aspiring officers, recruiters initially required at least two years of college education. The college
qualification was later dropped in favour of an aviation cadet qualifying examinationc&ddfells (1995),-6
7. Sixtyeight per cent had graduatedaigh school at the time of enlistment, considerably higher than the
national average of fiftpne per cent recorded in the year 1942. SourceMara¢ NHza 2 Bomb Group
Data Dashboard ¢
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Another characteristic ofthe 44Bo mb Gr oup6s flying contingent was
some AsianAmericans, Latin mericans, and Native American&re represented irEighthAir

Forceair crews,the USArmys segregationi st policies (based or
College report) prevented Black Americans from serving alongside whitepeesin combat roles.

It is important to note, however,hat Black Americans playedvital and often overlooked role in

the Eighth ArForcé s operations in England, particularly i
transportation of munitionsWhile the historical lens hag/pically focused on the experiea of

flying personnel, iis also important to remember that a large proportion of thedB o mb Gr oup &6 s
cohort were in fact ground crew, trained to carry out any number of duties in support of the

groupds c o nflora admiaistrationvandtbakiats flying control and mehanical

engineering.

It is also important to note that while the 44th Bomb Group was an exclusively male unit, the base
at Shipdham was by no means a rwily environmen As | will discuss latein the chapter, a

handful of fenale American Red Crossadt lived and worked on the base, while British women were
frequent visitors onto the station in auxiliary and sociapacitiesAt any one time, approximately
3,000 persanel lived and worked at Shipdhava number that eclipsethe population of the

neaby village from which the base took its name. Téosnmunitywas in constant flux, with
casualties, tour completions, and replamts meaning that the time that an airmsgent at the

base could range from a few weeks to overawears. Overall, it is eésnated that 7,000 personnel
were stationed at Shipdham at some point between 1942 and #94&. with the differing

experiences bground crew and air crew, it is importamd note that the experiences of personnel
arriving at Slgdham in early 1945 wouldave been different to those of the men who first occupied
the base in Autumn 1942s historian Russell Strong noted, those witew in late 1942nd early

1943 foughtaery di fferent war {13 OChmonotodlythereforeplaysanc ame | at e
important role when analysing and contextsalg the recorded experiences of 4BG personnel.
However, it is also important to merdn that there is no evidence to suggest thiae emotional
experience of fliers significantly change®r the course of the warlf anything, the physical
manifestation of anticipatiofifear and anxiety was worse for those joining the fight in the late
stages of the war, than those who arrivedth the group in 1942, not least because replacement

fliers had been made well aweaof the risks of combat flyirng2

Bog! { +SGSNI ya DigsEypeessiiday 18 ®dtobel NB7LIE T

181 Russell Strondsirst Over Germanw History of the 306th Bombardment GrdiyC, Hunter Publishing,

1982).

182 A USAAF study found that 59 per cent of Enlisted Men in combat cgng ih the final months of the war

felt fear on every mission, compared to 42 per cent of men who carried out their missions in 1943 and 1945.

53



The affectiveanticipation ofair combat

While it is the affective community which formed on the ground at Shipdham that provides the
focus for this chapter, it was nevertheless the events tloak place a mile above capied Europe
that shaped the way that personnel related to each other anth®locality of the base. This section
will therefore begin by examining the anatomy of a tgpimmbing mission as a practice steeped in
anticipationd from the nervous waitingf the pre-mission routine to the fearful anticipation of
meeting enemy resiance during the raid. This practice, repeated each mission day, produced a
locality defined byhe threat of@ncertain future8 It is unsurprising tén that for those veterans
who made the trip back to Shipdham in the pagar years, it was the sensory experience of
preparing for a missionthe sights, sounds and smellthat returned most vivly. Forrest Clark
remarked,d canstill see and hear thsound of the enginesamdv en t he s mel | of the
me that is always going to be a part of Engl and
left a little part of me back in Engld and Norwich andshipdhan®82 The mission routine, fronthe
pre-dawn reveille to he postmission brief, can be viewed as an affective practice of anticipation that
wore grooves into the minds of the personnel on the base. As Flatley suggests, our spatial
environments are imbued with thedlings and memoriesashave about certain plaseLike physical
maps, we navigate our world by these emotional guides, which inewwtve throughprocesses of
palimpsesticewriting 184 At Shipdham, anticipation appeas a recurring emotion that accutated

on surfaces arouhthe base, ingrained thugh practices that were repeated on every mission.

The intensity of this anticipation was undoubtedly amplified by the constant presence of death
for those who chose to fligcombat missions in thEighth AirForce The official hitory of the 44th
Bomb Graup, compiled during the war, relays the achievements of the combat unit during its time in
England. Between November 7, 1942 and VE Day, the 44th flew 344 operationahs)isisapping
more than 18,000 tonsf heavy explosives drincendiaries on targeis elevencountriestss This
statistical evaluation of thegroips achi evement s does |l ittle to con
campaign, or indeed the emotional toll it placedthnse who participatedn it. Of the original
twenty-sewen crews (totalling 273 nmg assigned to the 44th, only 25% completed their tour of duty.

Although survival figures dramatically improved from Spring 1944, due in part to growing air

The figures are similar for the Officanderviewed.Source USAARyiation Psychology Program Research

Repors (U.S. Government Printing OffickE947),126.
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184 JonatharFlatley Affective Mapping: Melancholia and the Politics addérnism(Cambridge, MAJniversity
Press2009), 78.
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superiority andhe extended range ofdghter escorts, the anticipationf@ombat- and the closengs
of death- was nevertheless pivotal in shaping the character of both the emotional community and
that of the locality produced at Shipdham.

For the aircrew who flew thenand the ground crewwh® s weat ed t hem iongst 6, bo
served as an importarfiraming device for wartime experiences. As Rosenwein suggests, emotional
communities are in many wagextual communitie§jn that they are created and reinforced by
ideologies, teachings, amdmmon presupposition$s These dicourses can act d@gegimes) owing
to the disciplining function they often perform. This is particularly pertinent to the common
experience of combat, the emotional intensities of which were inynaays regulated and
structured by the vocabularies, nosrand teachings woven intbe fabric of the emotional
community over time. A source of the regulatory apparatus of the emotional regime is the combat
diary, which emerged as a method for individdalsecord their experences in England. Like
veteran mermirs, which establishedfeamework for recollectiongas | will discuss in Chapter Two)
combat diaries provided a structured template for processing and vocalising past combat
experiences. A senga anticipation and temporality is inscribed into the yéormat of these diary
entries, which are typically headed with the mission numbere damd target for the dag a
template which adds to the emotional suspense of the document, as the diansttheaequired
25 missions (later increased to 35) arigetsubsequent end of hisur of duty in England. Many of
these diaries have retaineddin affective intensities, as the reader turns a page to reveal an abrupt
end to the entriesd the author neverhaving returned from a mission. Indeed, for many airniten,
was the precariousness their situation that provided the motivation to write dowtheir combat
experiences. Compared to the salénsoring (and literal censoring) of letters home, the diary
offered a space to relay the emotional intensities of tkeyd 6 s Recoeding teeexperiences of
his eighth mission in his combat diaryth4allot Rudy Santini frantically relayed the roHewaster of

emotions as he witnessed a nearb8take a direthit,

&ell, the plane went into a spin, and bodrtedsialing out withoutiachutes. The men just

didndét have titmer tioblpautt ¢ heene oan . mdn 6fsal |l t hr ou
Well, to get that terrible sightoutof myeyels | ooked off the right and
psss by, jus.t I10j00HBt bperl oaywe dust hat t heydwouldadt
about that time, Cronin, our radio man, was saying high mass on the flight deck. | was just about
tojoin him, when | saw some fighters buzz past out [gaked at them and cobkrdly

believe my eyes. They were our fighters. | was hapgysn all mife187d

186 Barbara H. RosenweiEmotional Communities in the eaMiddle AgegNew York: Cornell University Press,
2007), 25.
187Rudolph D. Santini,& 2 LJ8 2F YA aadA2y RAMNF6/686MMdIcaNBralyli SR LI LIS N& £
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From the despair of observing his comrades fall to their deaththe abject terror of spotting
the enemyandthe final wave of euphoria #te arrival of US fightey; Santini experienced a full
spectrum of emotions in the spa ofjusta few minutesHowever, it is the cycle of anxious
anticipation, followed by the wave of relief, th@bvides the overarching narrative of the account.
Watching aircrew fall throughky, Santini is separated from the reality of death by perspetal,
and an expanse of sky. The affective image of the falling body is often associated with feelings of
powerlessness for the witnesses. Writing about 9/11, Don Melargued that the traura of
watching bodies fall from the towers made time feel seaand the future more uncertaidhere is
a sense of compression, plans made hurriedly, time forced andtdigi@#e For Santini, the
troubling affectof the image wre remedied by feelings gamaraderie and patriotism, prompted by
the arrival of US fighter plane®Vhat an army we are togethéconcludes Santin®h there | go flag
wavingagah | n Saaaespiit dei cdr@sstered on the groind and triggexd by the sight of his
conmrades, served an important function in bolstering his morale against the troubling affects of
combat.The very act ofwriting down these emotionsafter the missiorcan be \e@wed as a technique
of the self, to reference Foucaulthe argues thaselfwriting allows theauthorto integratewhat he
has learned, and process it into the creation of a ndantity.18° The practice of posmission diary
writing can therefoe be viewedas a method of identity production and consolidatiamthe case of
Santini, helipg him to process his feelings of fear, hope, and camaraderie.

Uncertain Futures and the Pmission Routine

Despite the opportunities for elaboration afforddyy the dary format, many documents divulge
little more than the udimentary facts of the resion. 44 B G gunner Donal d Maul eds
abruptly with his 30th mission on 27 August 1944 and includes no other experiences of his time in
England. It wanot until a reunion in Norwich, forty years later, that Maule reomehthe diary for
the firsttime since completing his final missiéhMa u | e & s of kiscficstaexperience of combat,

which took place on BDay, is particularly striking for its lack efmotive laaguage:

e got up at 0200 and had breakfast. We hadl €gigs. After that we wemthe briefing and
were told this wasay and we were to go to the French coast and bomb. We left at 0630 and

as we left the English coast, the water was full @fdiogi® france with our boys. When we

B2y 5S[Aff2Y aLy G(KS wdz y @ahe@uardianKS CdzidzNBE3X HH 5S0SY¢
https://lwww.theguardian.com/books/2001/dec/22/fiction.dondelillo

189p, Rabinow (Ed.[thics, subjeivity and truth. The essential works of Foucault, 10884, Volume {New

York, NY: The New Prgs209.
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gotthereitwasclu dy s o we bdindorsd tb eccracups eanwe di dndt want

fellas. We got back at 11:45. We flew at 1500 feet. We had twelve 500Ib bombs. No enemy
fighters or flage!

Maulé® s ttemaf fact retelling of the events of IDay- a missiorthat other fliers have
de<ribed as the most spectacular experience of the wakhibits the type of emotional
detachment that is often associated with comtatries!®2 One hypothesis offered by $xerman
Luminet and Vrints is that writing about conflin a detached way allowiesoldiers to come to
terms with their experiences, without being overwhelmed by théfindeed, emotional detachment
was deemed a requirement of survival by some fliererAfitnessing a plane go up in flames,
William J. Mulhadind wrote the following irhis diaryhen you see something like that you have
to forget it and say to yoursel@ heir number was just upotherwise you'd be imagining everything
about yourselfhow you'd be burnt alive or blown tieces3%4 Rosenweirargues that these
emotiond &Gilencedin textual sources are no less valuable than more emotionally charged texts. In
fact, reading these silences can inform the researcher about the types ofoemtiiat were
embraced by the community, and those thatre/suppressed® Writing about changes in Russian
military psychology, historian Jan Plamper used texts devoid of outward expressions of fear to
suggest that soldiers were no less scared, but hagaabeen socialised not to talk about their
emotions!o As a replacement crew membexrriving at a seasoned combat group, Méutee f act u all
retelling of DDay mimics the formal mission debriefs that all crews went through upon returning to
their English base After a dispensed ration of whiskey to steady the nexverews would relay the
facts of the missior enemy resistance, bombing result® interrogators. The expression of
missions in factual terms can therefore be seen as an attempt by Maule toroaiaf the emotional
regime set out by his superiot&’ There is evidence in the offial record to suggest that officers
actively encouraged their men to rationalise andsé@sationalise combat experiences. An official

Army Air Force report, based on sueys withEighth Air Forcecrews, suggested that one thfe

191ibid

192 Geneviévawarland Experience antflemoty of the First World War in Belgium: Comparative and
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keys to maintaining grougfficiency was through th@rovision of an opportunity to deemphasise a

vivid emotional experience by talking it out under conditions which tend to make the experience

seem more@ommonplacéandmaturabd®® Rather thandenyirg the impact of these evés) Air

Force superiors hoped that by normalisitige emotional effectef combat astommonplacéand

daturad the shockcould beprocessed. Traumtheory tellsusthat hi s 6énor malsi si ngd a
futile inthe prevention oftrauma, as traumas linguisticallybeyond representationindeed the crisis

at the heart of many traumatic episodes, Caruthsarguesiswhether thetraumais the encounter

with death or the omoing experience of havimsgirvived itt® Caruths suggesthat it is not the

shock d the event itself that transmits trauma, but the literature that followsot through explicit

accounts of the experience, but in the silences, figurative langaiagénguistic peculiaritiesndleed,

despite the formality ofnany combat diaries, eveeemingly dry accounts can offer a glimpse into

the sensory routine of the prenission routine and the way in which surfaces became coated with

the affect of anticipatiorAlmost all of gunner JohMaul® s ent r i e s diany beginwith s ¢ o mb :
the time he was woken up, followed by a brief evaluation of break®&t.got up at 1:00, terrible

breakfast. | was awfully tired. We were told to go to Burnbery, Germany andhétiraft engine

factory.We hit it and got hit by all kids of fighters. Lost lote f  p | Ghagiesshé account of

Maul eds 12®2Thh incnsion sfiseemingly mundane details throughout the diary emphasises

the importance of the premission routhe in grounding the othense unexpected and chaotic

expelience of aerial combat. Fd4th Bomb Group Waist Gunner Robert M Foust, it was the sound

of the Company Quartermaster (CQ) tasked with waking crews up that lived on in his\past

memory,dime tofly those Bloody Kites,wae up you fl yeWwoyStomDe#s o€CBaew
breakfatin 15 minute6t he CQ hol | er ed. I had been asl eep may
probably remember that sound the rest of nife 80! The transition from sleep t@onsciousness

signalledhe beginning of an affective tme of anticipation thais frequently alluded to in diaries

and memoirs. Such accounts relay the intense phy
mission. The act of close shaving;, ihstance, became integty linked to the physical seatfons of

air combat, onceanen had experienced the irritation that facial hair caused at #litifades292 From

the moment they woke up, combat crew were actively aligned in anticipation for thenidnpg

mission as they plsycally and emotionally preparéar the days events.

198 psychological Branch, &arch Division, Office of the Air Surgeon, Headquadgtlse Army Air Forces
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Oncewashed and dressed in their flight clothes, crews were driven to the combat mess. The
taste of breakfast on mission days is frequently remarked on in diaries, letterse@altkd in
veteran testimonies. A recurring theme is thetion that air crewswere fed better quality food
depending on the threat posed by the missiie could have pancakes, eggs sunny side up, or any
way we wanted thei@remembered 303rd BG Radio @pator Ben Smith@@o me it seemed a
somewhat macabre ocs®n and | found theijollity very disquieting and out of place. | could eat
none of the breakfast anyway. Even to this day | have butterflies befeag&fasi?o3 For Eighth Air
Forcefliers, breakast would become irrevocably associated with the antta@peof the mission.
Duffa has argued that knowledge of food in times of war not only enriches our understanding of
d&he material lives of the soldiers, but it also provides a rich insight intw #raotionalexistencé?o4
As Gregory and Cocroft concludehe meals served t&ighh Air Forcepersonnelwere vital to the
maintenance of morale, triggering feelings of home, identity and belépigimgsh eggs, Rutherford
argues, were coveted by Americarfantry troops above all else due to tin@bility to evoke
powerful childhood mermries. While fresh eggs were no doubt favouredtighth Air Forceair
crew over thedvell-vulcanised, plastic lump of lulearm godithat characterised the powdered
variety, for manyEighth Air Forcdliers, any omforting associatins with their past wee quickly
replaced by the anxiety of the impending mission and the loss of appetite that accomp2tfiba it
sooner had the flying crew eaten their meal than the announcemiethe dayp s mi@aused o n
o n e 0 «fasbto ahwarn andourd recalled 44th vieeran Donald Chaseéo?

In the briefing room a short walk from the mess halighe act of pulling away the curtain to
revealtheday s t ar get was i tioipatoes despanse, dictaied by theopereed a n
threat of the mission. For William GStewart, learning that the formidable Meresburg was the target
for the dayinvoked feayd@ o say the least, shivers always ran up aogmour spines to see the
mission apear on themap®8 It was the sensory expence of the briefing room the sightssmells

and sounds inside this squat Nissen hthat is perhaps most viscerally recalled in veteran accounts.

203 Bowman,Echoes of Englan@9.
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Most Eighth veterans rember the briefing room as a placéarors) remarked Philigkaplarzo?
Combineal with thissensoy smogwas the intensifpg anticipation as the mass of men waited to

hear wherethep d b e l@benmipunting tension was felt in the room as more and mor

details werepresentedrecorded a eporter observing the briefing. The briefj room stands as a

place where the affeaif anticipation was not individually internalised, but collectively shared among
the airmen. In fact, it could be argued that thieafive practice was engineered as aans of

actively aligimgpersonnel into aollective unit, orientating them towardbe same target. This is

visually manifested in the act of synchronising watches at the end of the briefing,

&here was absoluteejuas crew men prepared to syncleoniz hei r wr i st wat che:
now thirtyfive seconds afi¢hirtyseven seconfits t y secondséd This was t he
had known all their lives, the tensest moment of any operation, the zero hour when men

synchrored their watches, not knowing vdiitiem might return a few hours &etter

Serving a tactical purpose in ensuringttthe group would drop their bombs with precision
accuracy, this collective action also served to emotionally harmonise the assembled air crew,
channelling their anxietigsto collective action. Evrigenis arguésit one of the requirements for
successflcollective action is the perception of a collective enefiyl he aligning function of the
briefing room can therefore be s eemmorttargetf ocus i nd
prompting collective actiothat would have repercussionsonthegm® s ef fi ci ency and
coordination in the airThe attunement of the aerial body is explored by Adey, who argues that
military aviators wer e 0inatlwadtolbededignednpceengta nuf act ur e
screened and developed into aerial subjects whibesgtiny it would be to secure and defend the

nat i2dn. 0

Data collected by psychologists researching the emotional implications of combat flying
suggested that the tensestoment of the missiomccurred baween briefing and takeff213 Physical

symptoms inktided nausea, cold sweats, pounding heart, vomiting and diarrhoea, as men waited for

209 phijlip Kaplan and Rex Alan Smifme Last Look: A Sentimental Journey to the Eighth Air force Bases of
World War Il in Bgland(Artabras, 183), 67.

210 John M.Redding andHarold |.LeyshonSkyways to Berlin: With the American Flyers in Englamaidon:
Hutchinson1944), 98-99.

211poannis DEvrigenisFear of Enemies and Collective ActidambridgeCambridgeJniversity Pres2007),

18.

212 peter Adey,Aerial Life Spaces, Mobilities, Affe¢tsondon: Wiley2010), no pn.

213Donald WHastings David GWright & Bernard CGlueckPsychiatric Experiences of the Eighth Air Force:
First Year Of Combétlew York: Josiah Macy Jfoundation, 194% 165.
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the final clearance from the control towera tense period that could last houts. During this

period, theGroupd s lairhvwaoyld give last rites and communion, bestovbfegssings on each
crew. At one briefing alone, Shipdhamdés Catholic
with 380 men?215 For some, this divine intervention providedmuchneeded condrt, while for

others, the act only served to reinforce their se@of mortality and the impending possibility of
death.Despite the intensified anticipation of the pngission routine, the sudden cancellation of a
mission did not bringhe cycle of antigiation to a abse. According to Donald Chase, ti@rubbing

of a mission moments before tala@f, announced with the firing of a red flabeho matter how

rough it had been promisédevoked groans of disappointmedttlaborating, Chasexplained thata

fair percentag of a mission was the mental acceptance and ematipreparation for the flight. Red
flares, whether fired from the ground or air, wendistressing6 Like the serving of eggs and the
pulling away oftte mission map curia, the sight of a red flare trigered a particular set of affects
among the occupads of the air base; an emotional reaction to a physical act that, over time, became
embedded into the collective memory of the groughe relationalityof affect, materialy and the

senses is particularivident in this premission routine. Indeed, it véahe soundf the voice waking

the men, the tast®f the egg, thesightof the flare, and theouchof the watch crown that

transmitted affectLike arollercoaster, the ollective anticipation of the grg rose and fell during

the hours before the missim The only direction they could travel was forward, towards take

and the point of no return.

The Relief of the Return

As well as mapping ouhé affective landscaé the base, combat also plaa role in reconfiguring

Shi pdhamdés péatcieveéeni mhegi ca@ati on of the groupds ai
temporality shifted so that few could look beyond the immediate threat ohaaission, the

relativity of home was fundamentalljhanged by the anticipation of combat. For bomber parsl

fighting for their lives over Germangnaking it homéno longer meant returning to the distant

shores of America, but rather, a safe return to the immediate sajétheir airfield. Sara Ahmed

argues thatinovement does not cut the body off fronnte 6 wher ed of its inhabit

214 Mark Wells,Aviators and Air Combat: A study of the Elghth Air Forcand RAF Bomber CommardhD
Thesis, 1992127.
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bodies to other lmdies@” By moving men away from their established homes in the US, the
experience of air combat forced persoginto connect to other people ad places. This sentiment is
articulated by Jack Kichbraun, who wrote the following in a letter to his parentsMarch 1944:

& recall the day, away back when, that home meant to me the house in which I lived. Then,
whenl went to college, home wagdka in which | lived. When the Army took over home
spread out about 300 miles in every dirdelionésincd have been overseas has been the
whole United States. Well, let me tell you right here & now that thetbiisarnd
looming up thruethaze of the channel is the most welcome, beaittfuhave ever

encountered. Bthatis home to mé!

Jak Kirschbraun was killed a week after sending this letter, but for the short time he was in England,

air combatreconfigured his perceptionafhat it meant to be O6hhwmaeded. Si
in the accounts of 44Bomb Group air crew. When depting for a mission, Forrest Clark

guestionedivould | ever see this land again, these fields, these steepiesafty of us would not

return again and would never see this land below again.ughojust before the plane would rise

through the clouds olmuring the landscape below | pray that | shall be able to see it all&gain.

Robert Foust recalled touching dovat Shipdham after a particdiahair-raising missiorgComin in

on an emergencypproach, the pilot landed on the grass beside the runwagvoid any sparks.

When the B24 rolled to a stop, we jumped out of the rear of the plane and began kissing the

ground.81° An November 1944article by 2d Lt Bert Stilesdescribes the emotions expienced by a

pilot of a stricken B17 returning to baseWhen he was eight years old he read Robin Hood the

first time. After that he must have read it twenty more...He dreed of it then, waiting for # day

when he would stand at the rail of a ship, virzit for England to come out of theea, out of the

hazeAlmost | i ke now. But it fovaldtle @hile, Englasnd véeagshome, Be c a u ¢
more home than Colorad@2° Relief, as the positive colusion of anticipation, accumulated on the

surface 6 the runway with each successful mission. It was here that the notidhefeturnbas a
symbolic act which brought toget hekholdiWee gr oupos
return of aircraft rad a temporal significance, marking the passinignef for the entire base. Ruth

Register, the Red Cross Field Directoratthe 49 B G6s base at North Pickenha
a blast shelter wall to await the returnifmgpmbers. Taking a handful oflgges, she would throw

one to the ground for everyafely returned plane. The circulation of anticipation across the whole

group is evidenced in a wartime study, which showed that a significant minority of Enlisted Men (28

A7SaraAhmeda / 2t f SOGA GBS CSStAy3IayY h NEeorg, Cturd &Sotifyendoh:2 ya [ ST
SAGE Vol.21 No.2 (2004) 27.
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per cent) felt more fear waitindor their friends to return from a mission than theglt when flying
their own mission$2!l ndeed, Ahmed argues that Oo6homes are ¢t}
ar r i22¢faduablg,tiis the lack of arrivad the failure toreturn & that haunts thos left behind,

forming melancholic connectiongth the landscape.

As | will discuss later in this thesis, the significance of the return cementeddomgemotional
connections between the per slogweterdnstapdormiBdiri pd ha mo s
own symbolic returrin the postwar years. During thevar however, it can be argued that the

affectivity of a mission, from nervous anticipation to temporary relief at its conclusion, was part of a
daily cycle that aligned Hs on the base tlmugh the affective practice @faiting. Anticipation,

however, dd not ease with the passing of each mission. Wartime studies showed that anxiety
increased as fliers neared their final missions, with 56 per cent of those surveyed feelia fear

ahead othe final missions of their tar, compared to the fifteen percg who feared their firsg23

While selfconfidence improved by flying missions, experiencing the realities of air combat reinforced
fliersd vul ner agdatiohantaterradsi As tineenvent oih snid thegpeaility ofi ¢

safely returning tolie US became more probable, so too did the fear of dying, as experienced by
Norm Kiefer. Having been briefed for a particularly dangerous mission to Berlin nicknamdgighe
Oneg Kiefer was forced to wait weeks for the vather to improve enough for the msion to get
underway @fter about three weeks of sitting around stewing, | could stand it no more. | told

McAtee not to schedule me for two days and took off for Londeith arazor and a pair of shorts

in my pockets. Tts was my one and only experiencEbeing AWOL | came back two days later
relaxed and able tcope®?24 While the anticipation generated by the act of waiting orientated the
group towards a shared futurés negative manifestation as feelings of fear amxiety, posed a

constant threato the morale of the group. This mentality is perhaps best reflected in the
replacement of the medical diagno@perational fatigu@with @nxiety reactioby Eighth AirForce

flight surgeons in January 1945, to desctli®most common neuroses suffetdoy air crewg?s |t

was understood that the main threat to the mental health of the group was no longer past
experiences of combat, but the uncertainty of the future. Airé@commanders and flight surgeons
were particulary apprehensive of the repercuse®thatonemais mor al e coul d have
fighting efficiency of the group as a whole. Whereas the loss of an infantry soldieteshocld

was deemed strategicallysignficant, the impairment of a highisained conbat flier as a result of

221 As| will discuss later in this thesis, the runway, which had come to signify the return of air crews, would
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stress @ anxiety placed the whole teman bomber crew atisk226 The nearautomation of the
bomber crew, which required every member to work together with s{gécond timing, becae
hindered by emotional strain. Yet at the sammé, passionate notions of camaesié and group
loyalty were deemed essential to maintaining the moaaié combat efficienayf the unit. It is

perhaps not surprising that aircrew selection tests requiexda mi ner s t o score the ¢
@motional cantrold alongside his arithmetic asoning, reading comprehension and finger
dexterity 227 Of all the emotions that could threaten morale, anxiety was the most concerning.
Excessive anxiety manifested itselphysical symptoms, such as stomach complamdgramors,

and caused tempers tdafe, disrupting relations between crew members. Worse still, the excesses
of anxiety could circulate, affecting the morale of the whole base. Here, the difference beweeen
and anxiety is important. Stanley Rachmascdbes anxiety as thi&ense antigation of a

threatening but vague evdnivhile fear is an emotional reaction i threat that is identifiab{&28

While encounters with the enemy produced an immediatar f@sponse, the spatial distance
between the objet of fear and the base made Shijath a place of heightened anxiety.

As well as anxiety over the future, the base commanders at Shipdham were also met with another
temporal conundrum in the form of homesinessd a yearning for the familiarity of theiagt lives.
Writing about the earlyAmerican colonies, Susan Matt argtiest they were place§opulated by
individuals who looked backward rather than forward, who nurtured a connection to the land and
cultures they had left behind, and who often tried teplicate at least some part ofibse

cultures??? Three centuries aéir the homesick Pilgrims attempted to replicate the old world in the
new, the American arrival to Shipdham yearned for the familiafitheir homes in the State#n his
warti meBomobeern Based, Habaoatrthe Robktalgia Zor Homevexperieee by the
ground personnel at Shipdham.

d'he runways stretch silent; somewhere in the blackness
The guards stand, unseen, longingtfome,

And a woman's arms, a warm bed in a ho@se.

226 Office of the Surgeon Generdedical support of the Army Air Forcedftorld War 1) 556.
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For Plutzk, the empty runway ithe metaphorical intersection betweeghe uncertain future,

denoted bythe 6 b | a cskatcked subbefore theguardsand thecomforting memories of the

past. The imagef a cold, forlorn soldier reminiscing about theroforts of home is replicated

throughout the history of warfare. Indegtheveryn ot i on of o6omeddy physigagna 6 wa s
Johannes Hofer in the late seventeenth centiargdescribe the maladies intiicg Swiss mercenaries

serving oversea8! Hofer desribed nostalgia as@ontinuousvibration of animal spirits through

those fibers of the middle brain in whic®® the
The affective qualities of harare viscerallprought to lifei n  Hdescfips of nostalgi

affliction andts vibratory impact on thenilitarisedbody. During the Second World War, nostalgia

was included on the U.S. zFaptamericker db@ \Weisiedated s | i st

nostal gia as a Ocoudrspreadith owgh da s with hespeadg di amd

epi deéfkiocrd.t hese Medi cal Corps doctors, O6the grea

warfare is morale. A most important factor in attainimgrale among fighting men is the preventing
or overcoming of nost | @34 The. USS. rititary clearly faced s&emporaldilemma: on the one hand,
the anxiety of uncertain futures as beingransmitted throughthe nerveshreddingexperience of
flying andhe anticipation ofwaiting whileat the same time, theaostalgic laging for past homes

brought its own melancholic neurosis.

| would argue that the only way to remedy the temporal mé&sghth Air Forcecommanders found
themselves in was to reorientate theals e 6 s 0 ¢ ¢ u p a nJus asinxiety anthestalgia e s e n t
was mapped onto the sface of the base in the form of visceral memories and embodied

encounters, so too was it challenged through physical interactions with the materiality of the base

that formed meaningful connections between pemsel and tieir home baseAs this next sectin

will show, the base at Shipdham was transformed through explicit and implicit acts of placemaking
which were aimed at countering the negative affects of anticipatidnthvit reassuring affect of

dhomed

Mud andmorale at Shipdham

The young soldiaraction for the first time may find it impossible to bridge the gap between war
as it has been painted and war as it réddBtigeen the way in which he, his peeoffitess

and his subordinas®uldelave, and #away in which they actuallyH#omay be dangerously

231 DavidLowenthal, The past is a foreign count@€ambridgeCambridge University Pres985), 10.
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unprepared for cowardice and muddle and horror when he actually encounters them, unprepared
even for the cumulative attrition of diet and fatigmeeBute r t hel ess t ha@as 6myt hd c

sustairhim, even when he knows, wilfhhiigmind, that it is untrue.

Michael HowarddThe Use and Abuse dflilitary Historyo, Parametergournal of the US
Army War Colleg€ol.1,No.1 (1981),p.10.

Like mostheavy bomber bases used by thighth Air ForceRAF Shipdharfdesignated Stationlb

by the USAAFromprised several dispged sites scattered across a large area of countryside (see
Fig.1). Constructed to RAF plans in 1942 and costing1 million, themain features of the

technical site were the three intersent concrete runways,orinected by a perimeter track. From
this concrete track sprouted circular hard standingsne per aircraft. Two hangars and several
workshops and utility buildings were gitioned at the south of the runway. By far the most
distinctive structure on the tehnical site was the control tower, a twstoried building with a glass
conservatory on the roof from which the operations staff could survey incoming and departing
aircraf. Unlike many of the other control towers built at temporatySAAF airfields, theotver at
Shipdham conformed to an earhAR design, featuring large Crittall windows and a meteorological
tower. Despite this remnant of prevar architecture, Shipdham wadax cry from the campuses of
high-quality, art decestyle buidings found at permamt RAF bases, such as Duxford and Marha
Instead, the base was populated by shstieey concrete slalaycrete huts and metdtamed and
clad Nissen huts. Constructedvay from the main runway to limit human loss in the case of an
attack were five domstic sites. Each of these sitescontgineo f f i cer sd quarters, Se
barracks for enlisted men, latrines, and ablutions. Connected byxisting farm roadsvere the

two communal sites, housing mess halls, recreatifatdities, and sepamclubs for officers, non
commissioneafficers (NCOs), and enlisted men. The administrative site was the location of the

groupds headquarters, offices, and briefing roon
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Figure4 Shipdham airfield in 4%. The living sites are located to the southfdiskiaped raway (Source: American Air
Museum, Document 17708)
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A 1945 army publication recounting the arrival of tBgghth Ai Forcein England assertedah

avhen the Eighth Air Force personnel moved into a field constructed for thenhbyRAF, they

found everything ready for occupation aogeration3¢ While this appraisal may have served to
appease allied relations, the reality was that most US persarieing at new English bases in 1942
and 1943 touched down at what were essemnyiglorifiedconstruction site$3” RAF Shipdham was

no different. Afer the base was designated for use by USAAF in Summer 1942, work began at a pace
to ready the incompletemud-covered airfield for the arrival of heavy2! Liberators; a process that
was aly half complete by the time the main contingent of the 44th tdwed down on English soil in
October 1942238 As winter set in, the new arrivals found themselves competgajrest a quagmire

of thick, cloying mud; a situation made worse by-finlthed ahltions and larracks.d’he quarters

are worse thanevernorunnng wat er and poor sanitation facil
necessary to use five blankégcorded Lt Howard F. Adams shortly after arrivingSttipdharas®

The prescribed ruber overshoe did little to ease the tweamile walk from the livig sites to the
airfield.@’he mud even carried over into the two main roads between the Community Sitaland
Flight Line. It truly was a mess through which many of us were forced to wédlastt fourtimes a

dayd bemoaned oneeteranz40 Once at the affield, the battle against the elements continued, as
ground crew worked to get the group s-248operationaldt was bad enough for the individual to
navigate the ooze of the mud, but to gaethe of our lig birds off the hard surface of a runway, taxi
strip or a hardstand was truly troubl&emembered 44th veteran Bob LenhausérThe

pervasiveness of mud, whishturated verbal and written accounts of the men in those early months
at Shipdhamallude to is significance as an identifying feature of this new ldasels of mud, rivers

of mud, and lakes of mud plague constructioeves and operating crews ali@eecounted one
USAAFournal242 Mud, long considered a hindrance to the success tifani operaions and the

bane of the fighting man in combat situations, had brought the reality of war to Shigéham.

@srizzled veteranswgear they have never seen anythliig it - since the last wadreported one

BOYUSAmMyd ! N¥e ¢ f14&8 F2N GKS 9 ABIKING 210 Fewiuady21845SY 51 & | yR
237 Airfields were handed over to the US Army Air Force as part of the reverséelesel agreement.

238 SteveAdamsand RorMackay,The 44th Bomb Group in WdWar 1I: ThéFlying EightBalls" Over Europe
in the B24. Atlgen, PASchiffer Military History2003), 18.

239 GeraldAstor, The Mighty Eighth: The Air War in Europe as Told by the Men Who Fo(iévitY ork,
NY:Penguin Pubshing Group2015), 5.

20Will Lundy Hisfory of the 67 Bombardment Squadron, 44th Bomb Group, The Flying Eigi€CBasalt
Disney Productions, 198218.

24108 Ball Tails Vol.3, No. 7 (Spring 2001), 27
242 National Aeronauticsvol.22 (944, 21

243C.EWood.Mud: A Military Hstory (Nebraska: Potomac Books, Inc., 2))0iixvi.
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Eighth Air Forcgournal244 For the newcrews arrivirg at the base, the evocation of primitive trench

warfare was at odds with the modern methods of strategic air power that tiey anticipated. The

similaritiesto the experiences of soldiers in the trenches of the First World War extendedtie t

sensory agect of mud, which seemed to coat the memories of the first arrivals at Shipdham with a

patina of despaihe base had jusieen constructed, coupled with ¢heverpresent rainfalls,

combined to present an overall effect of depresgicemeanbered vetera William R.Cameronz4s

By smothering the soldiers, machines and the landscape with mud, the visual sense was denied,
replacedwith enhanced senses of smelluad, and touch4s It was an experience replicated at

other newly occupiedighth AirForcebasesAt Grafton Underwood (quickly renamed Grafton

Undermud, home to 384th Bomb Group, Colonel Dale E. Smith was dismayed to finditteat
station was aquagmi@f mudéAnd instead of attempting to ge
to use themud as an esuse for their sloppypehaviou4? A similar disciptiary problem arose at

Shipdham, with severe operational consequences. After several missions had taliizeddn May

1943 due to the high number of-B4s swerving off the runway into theud, Col LeonJohnson

declared that the next pilot t@accidentallgteeter off the tarmac would be awarded @non

Cross48C o | Gen. Johnsonds oad)aneits subsegudantreffetthomtha f f ect s
performance of his group, allude to the und&andingthat he gr oupd6s mor al e was i
connected to s surroundings. Performance in the air, it was feared, could be severely hampered by

the affects emerginfjom the untamed landscape of the base.

244 National Aeronauticsvol.22 (944, 21
56aSY2ANI 2F 2AfEAFY wo / AvdiddRlybka® a/ oTcknonX | {C MKM:

246 NicholasSaundersMatters of Conflict: Material Culture, Memory and the First \Wdtar (London:
Rautledge,2004), 9.

247 Mark Wells,Courage and Air Warfare: The Allied Aircrew Experience in the Second Wo(lcb¥i¢iam:
Routledge 1995, 170.

28 Kjefer,The Greemosed Flying-®alls 62.
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Figures A lineof boots behging to personnel of the 44th Bomb Group. Bagsdii¢ation in February 1943. (Source: American
Air Museum, FRE 3451)

Col . Gen. Johnsonds c¢ omme nftmsralé as & phenbtmeaoh thathahir e ¢ o mp
the power to affect, asvell as be Hected.As a type ofaffect, morale is not something that lives

exclusively within the individual, or outside of it. Anthrdpgist Ben Anderson emphasises the

omnipresent nature of maile in relation to what he describes as tédfective gegraphiedof war.

According to Anderson, morale a& diffuse potentiality rather than a fixed, locatable tabge# type

of collectiveaffect that is distributed throughout life, meaning thavef to attack morale make

every aspect of life a poteafitarget, wh | e attempts to boost a groupds
aspect of itexistencez® The altlencompassing nature of moraledaine myriad of threats against it

were recognised by the USilitary establishment on the outbreak of war. No longeerely

consicered a synonym foesprit de corpm dighting spirid moralewash he t hi nking of an
whole complex body of an aynd st daczarding to US Army historian S.L.A. Mars#ll.

Concerted efforts to record and evaluate morale in réi@he were mae by the Research Branch of

Special Services (formerly the Morale Branch), whose vast array of soldier surveys directty shape

military policy25! Statistical analyses, questionnaires stndies were carried out throughout the

Eighttd s t Englend in aeffort to chart the morale of Americaairmenz2s2 Meanwhile, flight

249 Seigworth, Gregglhhe Affect Theory Readéi82

203 L.AMarshall,Men Against Fire: The Problem of Battle Comméfaimenes Publishg, 2019).
Bly 1 Y S NA dier i WWIRSkries, 1942 p ¢ =  a | NJ K33048p-0D1, NARADH = 0O

252\Wells,Courage and Air Warfar@O0.
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surgeons were attached to each flight squadron, whos$e as@norale buildedwas just as important
as his expertisén the physiological problems of highitudeflying?53 On many baseslaily morale
reports gauging the emotional welfare of the group were produced by the medical staff. For the
flight surgeorm and the commanders who acted on their recommendati@ighthAir Force bases
became precarious communities, constanitireatened ly internal and external factors, ranging

from mail delays and combat losses to inclement weather and venereal disease case

Just as the mud seeped onto every floor, path, and bothénwinter of 1942, concern with morale

consumed the comanders at Spoham as the group prepared to fly its first combat missions.

While little could be done to allay the anxiety produced by thgstique of an unknown enemy, the
commanders could attempb quell discontent over the inadequate, unfamiliar §wbonditionsand

the homesickness it provoked. Ensuring that the base was comfortable, navigable, and familiar was

one way in which théstickybaffects of the mud, and its synonymity witoppinesgand @epressiod

could be controlled and subduedhe efforts madeby Shipdhadhs occupants to i mpr o\
did not simply amount to a landscaping project; the physical acts also hadhpéesiogical

significance. Engagement with the landscammaitin physical alteration, motility, or simply protesting

about its undvourable features, equated to both direct and indirect acts of placemaking. By

understanding, taming, and marking the land,fld ha més occupants were able
connectiors with the landscape, in turn marking themselves oubaal Isubjectg54 Through these

interactions, subjects were participating in what Appadurai tedlres spatial production of

locality®5s As Appadurai argues, the production of a neighbourhood is retarthe ability of local

subjects to reproduce localitynder conditios of anxiety and flugs Importantly, neighbourhoods

@re always historically ground@d that they@re opposed to somethig else and derive from other,

already produced neighbourhosgis? At Shipdham, the reproduction of the reassuring cexis of

dhomedin opposition to the troubling affects of the mud was vital to the production of the new

neighbourhood.

253 Office of the Surgeon Generdedical support of the Army Air Forces in World Wer96.

254 Christopher Tilley and Kate Camefdaum An Anthrgology of Landscape: The Extraordinary in the
Ordinary(London UCL Press, 20},7291

255 AppaduraiModernity at Large180.

256 ibid
257 AppaduraiModernity at Largep.183
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A concerted efbrt was made in 1943 to improve taxiways, dispersal areasaandmmodation on

the base28 One 44th veteran recalled howColonel Dentpoured tons of concrete to alleviate the

mud problem we had when warrived®>°® After the mud had been tamed, local labourers were
brought onto the base to sow grass seed and plant éiolaeds. A British journalist described his
experience olisiting Shigham airfield in Spring 1943, conceding that the Americans were living a
Gparan lifé Despite these material hardships, he was left marvelling at how the countryside had
een trangfrmed into a bit of the United States iBnglan@s° Thistransformationinto d.ittle

Americd) while seemingly complete from the perspective of the British outsider, was still very much
ongoing, as men attempted to demarcate and domesticate their immesliateundings. Daisy

Miller, a civilian Air Ministry empyee at Shipdam, recalled how the Bn planted flowers outside

their Nissen huts to create the illusion @ home fromhome®ét A duck pond was also carved out
from the mud close to the Red Cross dlyalthough veterans are quick to point out that no ducks
ever made usef the feature). Thpgond served a ceremoni é@nissiohunct i
partie€) when higkranking officers were ceremoniously thrown into the waté¥The beautification

of the base extended beyond the domestic sit@here the tasé s  3stro@gdpOpulation was

housed- to the technical site, where the runway and aircraft hangars were situated. Once the flying
control section realised thathe aerodrome is the front door® the base for most flying
personnel éa baderuwas cieed arofind thexGomtol Towerdes

Bassasuggests that one of the first, and most effective, ways that people relate to place is by giving

it a namezs4 It is perhaps no surprise then th#ie base at Shipdham was colloquially renamed
&hipdharmunderMudBby its occupant$ss Even the adoption of thevilagen a me 6 Shi pdhamo
a rejection of military terminologyShipdhanhad beerofficiallydesignatedtation 115 byhe

USAAF) that wasapeated on practically alighth Air Forcdbase$s6 By recognising the presence of

mud, it was no longer an unknown enemy, but an incorporated part of the base landscape and the

g r o u p &@twe identity.|Signage also provided a physical means of megkiibgry, especially at

258 rsel PHarvell,History of 44th Bomb Group Ct & A y 3 @EasBMKglia Bdds, L9B% rio p.n.
29Brother R. J. MarotteSecond Air Division Association Newslet@d.15 No.1, 3

206 [ A FS | (Norfiok Bews and \&eklyZPressApril 10, 1943.

261 Interview with Daisy Millerformer Air Ministry secretary at Shipdha2g July P19,

2622nd Air Division Association Jourrglimmer 1995Vol. 34No.2.
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USAAF bases, which were typlgatntangled in the geograiptfeatures of the rural landscap@é.
Although the physical boundaries of the base were marked by littleerthan hedgerows, the

erection of large metal signs and pickeisfs (guard houses) at entry points delineated the spaces
between the airfield and thsurrounding countryside, in turn dictating and regulating movement
within the confines of the base. Glesigns, written in the same lexicon and type font as those found
in US bases, provided a sense of familiarity, as wiglingethe personnel to naate their new
surroundings. The importance of this type of identifying signage, not only as a landmak ab

mark of territory, is expressed in John McCléne  d @ af hid liing siteft the 68th Squadron
area, therewas a machine gun mounted a rack. Not far away was a wood sign in the shape of Air
Crew Flying Wings. The symbol announced thas twas the home ol he Fighting8tha?ss

Another means by whicpersonnel formed connections with the local landscap8lapdham was
through movemet Christopher Tilley has argued that the temporality of motility and the ways in
which people move throgh their environment is pivotal to how people experience landssaipe
turn affecting how they feel about thei®.At Shipdlam, restriction to motilitywas one of the most
frequent complaints of personnel. Whieaud splattered me@iplodded overdnud-slogged roadsin

the first months on the base, over time, new modedrainsport and a growing familiarity with the
terrain improved both movementandtheenn 6s mor al e. The 67t h Squadr on
with @he construction of adequate bathing faati and the establishment of a regular
transportation system betweethe dilletsSand the line, general moraimproved®7° The use of
bicycles increaseahobility and independence, at the same time as improving interconnectivity
between the dispersed sieof the airfield. Bicycledacquired by men in the local towns didir

own expense were so prevalent that an announcementthe Daily Bulletin for 3 August 1944
ordered that they should be ridden single file otlyf-or some, the bicycle not only offered freedom
of movement but an outlet for creative expression. T/8¢ade F. Bond spent the summer of 1944

rigging a radiojdhts, horn and other accesses to his tandem bicycké2 By mid1943, the general

267 Philip Kaplan and Rex Alan Smifme Last Look: A Sentimental Journey to the Eighth Air force Bases of
World War Il in Englan@frtabras, 1983 43.

28John W McClane Ja,b 2y2 Yo I G ! OGAGAGASE ogKAES GGl OKSR G2 GKS T
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269 Christopher Tilley and Kate Camesdaum An Anthropabgy of Landscape: The Eadrdinary in the
Ordinary(London: UCL Press, 2017), 3
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opinion of replacements arriving at Shipdham were favourable, with many commenting on the good

facilities and livingrrangement&?3

While the base commander oversaw the irapement of formal rods and paths between buildings
and sites, personnel also carveeithown routes through the terrain, despite the creation of
shortcuts being expressly forbidden. At the 67thrBim Squadron area at Shipdham, spread over two
sites locatd a mere 15Fardsapart from one another, servicemen complained at having to walk
over half a mile rather than being allowed to cut through the fields. The squadron history proudly
recalls how themen took matters into their own hands by creating a neatlpalong the hedgerow
that @vas all but invisible from the road @ir®74 Norm Kiefer provides a similar account of
insubordination, describing how on mission days, trucks would transport crewssleetihe living

sites and the airfield. Rather than drigiall the way into thesite, the truck would circle around a

tree off the main road. Whn the driver was accosted by a Lieutenant over this unsolicited route,
the base commander stepped into defahé drived s acti ons, understanding
simple acts were to thanorale of hisnen27s For air crews, the base was experienced ahehtified
from an entirely different perspective: the air. From this vantage point, the sprawling air base was
contextualised and reconfigured in the imagination. Tdrous communal siteggestled in the

natural features of the landscape became intanaxted, while the difinted strips of concrete

that made up the technical site were transformed into a ne@shape that cut through the ancient
fields and hedgerow$/ost distinctive o&ll was the control tower the tallest feature of the
landscape which was the first to come into view as crews departed from and returned to
Shipdham.

The physical improveménenacted at Shipdham during their first months of td¢hBGS s
occupation dude to the importance of familiarity to the morale of the urtitowever, the
phenomenological significance of these spatial acts extended into the social fabric of this new
community. By interacting with the physical landscape obee, the occupantascribed meaning
onto their surroundings, creating a localisgzhse embedded with individual and collective
memories. In turn, for the personnel who perpetuated them, theserittions with the land
fostered their own sense of belging and identity, ceding ties with the landscape that would

persist long after thevar hadendedz7s

213 gRecorded memir of Don Jenkiriss MC 371/882/26American Library
274 Lundy History of the 67 Bombardment Squadron, 44th Bomb Grohp Flying Eight Balls9
25 Kiefer, The GreerNosed Flying-8alls: A History of the 506 Bomb Squadligh

276 Nadia Lovelll_ocalityand BelongingLondon:Psychology Press, 1998), 1
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STOP AT PICKET POST
FOR IDENTIFICATION

Figur& The main gate at Shipdhgource:National Museum of the Mighty Eighth)

The Art of War: Recreational buildings attoe production of atéctive atmospheres

Just as the terrain of the air base was negotiated through acts of placemaking, so too were the
interior spaces of the bases claimed and domesticated in an effort by base supeiiopove the
morale of their nen. The production offfective atmospheregimed at replicating a sense of home
anddhe locabwas not merely a consequence of a haphazard beautification project, but rather the
result of a silent shift in military cultur@nd strategic thinking that ajinated in Depressicera
America, specifically the utilisation of muralism as an affectivertdbé production oflocality. A
starting point for understanding the contextual history of this artistic and social moveméme i

story of Paul Magriel, é63yearold librarian &the Museum of Modern Art, who, to his surprise,
received orders to reporto Keesler Field in Mississippi for army training in 1942. Activated the
previous year, Keesler Field was fast becoming onenodricad s | ar ge sgcanpg,si ¢ tr ai
providing a eception hub for enlisted men and women from across the United St&t&sr most

277 Keesler Field contained both a basic trainiegtreand a technial trainingcentre, specialising in aviation
engineering. Women were trained at Keesler from 1943, while in the autumn of 1943 7,0€@nAdrnerican
personnel were receiving training. 2 dzZNOSY &1 A& G2NE 2F YSS&aft SNI ! ANJ C2NDS
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recruits, Keesler Field was a transitional postingur weeks in totald followed by a transfer to

another station fora period of specialist trainingnd subsequent deplment. Due to the restraints

of time and resources, basic training at Kleesvas stripped back to the essentials, delivered 24

hours a day. Despite this conveyor belt speed, the four weeks personnel ap&eesler were

pivotal in the process of transforing civilians into soldiers. At basic training centres around the

country, men and women from a vast array of backgrounds were homogenised and indoctrinated

into the traditions, values and disciplindstee military. For Magriel, theound-the-clock regine of

drill, lectures, physical training, and assessments was a faporyte solace of the Museum of

Modermn Artd s | i brary. Paul Magriel, a dance cmitic an
Art employee to be drafted an occasion recognisédy t he chairman of the mus
wrote to t he ¢difiseeasisng ltino tdakeascare df surPaul?’8 Perhaps it was these

words of kindness that prompted Colonel Goulrick ask tre newlyarrived Magrielvhat hewanted

to do during hs time in the army. Magriel replied that he hoped to start an art deparit and-

astonishingly Goulrick enthusiastically signed off on the request.

Despite the seeming incongruity of the situati@gulrickhi s a p p r o v aarequestiwasMetgr i el 0
without precedent. Art had pl ayed meadfarcesdariggthesed r ol
First World War, when eight artists were commissioned into the Corps of Engineers to record the
American exgrience of combat. During the [@essionera, artistscommissioned by the Federal

Art Project (working under the auspices die Works Progress Administration) produced murals to

adorn the interiors of military buildings. At the prestigious West Point Aarag, for example,

civilian artis Thomas Loftin Johnsopainted a seven by thirfive foot egg tempura mural on the

wallofhe Cadet Mess Hall. Depicting gallant scenes
classicastyle mural was as much a traigiaid in the West Point officeselection course as was a

decorative feature, reproducing the successes of the past iptbgent, with the hope that their

ideals would be carried into the future by the new generation of officers. The psychological

significance of muralism as a mearisoostingesprit desorpghrough the display of patriotic

imagery and symbols of group ity extended beyond the vaunted halls of West Point. In civic

buildings across the US, artists commissioned by the Federalrd@jed? produced wall art depiatig

regionaked imagesintended to quell the anxiety caused by the Depression with reassimages

of a glorified past of prosperig/? In a Post Office in the small Texan town of Lampassas, Ethel

Edwards painted a ranclocal, while William Gropper seto work on representng the slick

https://www.keesler.af.mil/AboutUs/Fat-Sheets/Display/Article/360538/historgf-keeslerair-force-base
[accessed 14th October 2021].

278 ¢Oral history intewview with Paul D. Magrigl 12-25 Nov197Q Archives of American Agmithsonian
Institution.

219 Marlene Park and Gerald E. MarkowiDemocratic Vistas: Post Offices and Public Art in the New Deal
(Philadelphia, PALemple University, 1), 29
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efficiency of an automobile factory in his Detroit murdlist two of the thousands of federiinded
murals produced between 1933 and 1943. For a nation struggling with the emotionainbofrthe
economic Depressionfite mu r a |l s @®f ac ideklistic smalbwin America became affective

tools in the emotonal recovery of thecountry 280

The psychological potential of muralism and interior decoration was of particular interest to the
Morale Branch of the United Steg Army (renamed SpediServices in 1942) , whose job it was to
&tudy, devise and put inteffect psychological measures among the troops to produce and maintain
goodmorale&¥st As draftees conscripted into the military thugh the Selective Service Adt 1940
began filing to the ranks, the potential for artistically talented personnel tontribute to the
beautification of prefabricated buildings was quickly realised. In August 1941 an experimental soldier
art scheme wasstablished by the American Fezdtion of Arts and Cdlege Art Association at Fort
Braggdo explore the possibilities, adntages, and limitations of a recreational programme
employing the arts for the enjoyment and participation of soldiers atcdma@?82 Similar schemes
emerged at Canp Barkley in Texas drFort Riley, Kansas. By the time United States entered the
war in December 1941, the potential of artas a means of both recording the war and as a method
of curating the lived environments of miliygpersonnel had been recognesl. At Keesler FieldRaul
Magrieb s new depar t mewotrecrgits, taskedtvib a droaderangeyof creative

pursuits, from painting murals and portraits, to landscaping, interior decoration, and uniform design.
Jist as regionalised images wengeinded to reinforce aense pf locality for Post Office customers,

the cultivation ofespit de corpshrough the proliferation of symbolic, historical, and identifying
images utilised the artistic form as a socialisatidn At Keesler, a painted-B7 loomed over the
recreaton hall, while a series of murals depicting aviation engineersilghgeing about their work.

By displaying images of combat, the murals were intended to create an aura of excited anticipation
by givng recruits a glimpse into addalised version of #ir future. Thisforward-lookinggaze was
pivotal to the ethos of US military training, which encouraged recruits to transfer their loyalties from
their home life to the military, a type of emotional mditioning designed to cut tiegith the past.
Pivotalto the success of the Soldierrdscheme was the role of the enlisted soldier in the design

and execution of the artworkBy drawing soldier artists from the ranks, Klum argued tita¢ work

of talenied individuaBwould not bedost in the masse®33 This justification reveals a nesynamic

between the group and the individual. By giving ordinary soldiers agency in shaping their training

280park ad Markowitz,Democratic Vistag<29.
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282 Ann Murray (Ed.)Constructilg the Memory of War in Visual Culture Since 1914: The Eye ofLuvwion:
Taylor &Francis2018.

283 paul MagrielArt and the Soldie(USAAF Special Services Division, 1843),
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environment, the military emphasised the importance of colleatieativity and visual identity the

maintenance omorale.

The positive effes of art and interior decoration was disseminated further by the publicatiofrof

and the Soldiesiuthored by Paul Magriel. This imdgeéen publication commends thele of art in

enhancing the dgilife of the soldierusing photographs of muralspnpraits and posters created at

Keesler Field to exemplifyart@& n i nstrument of education, an aid
reminder of the freedoms and culture for wii@ll menfight?84 Copies of thebook were sold in

thebas® s Post E x sshsouveni forasddies to geincdoback to loved ones at hame.

1943, the War Dgpartment produced its own maral based on the training camp scheniatgrior

Design and &ier Artwhich offered practial advice on how td@mprove interiors of recreational

buil dingséand to produce an at mospnhadesgitdehat wi | |
corpsa spiri of sacrifice and a will to wii#8s The principles establisbeby these stateside interior

decoration projects arrived in England with tiigghth Air Forceupheldat an individual level

t hrough t he mends hedecaratesl trainmg carmpe thesUS aricat alBomb

Group level by the Special Service adfiresponsible for the bades orate. Each base had its own

Special Service Office, whose primary concern was mainta@hagiental and physical wdileing of

the command througttareful planning and full utilization of all available welfare, recreation

orientation, information, offluty education, and morale activit@®% Morale was, as clearly stated in

t he branchoos 19 @efouhdaioh uponavieH the IBpecideavice is buiis? Art

and interior decoration was an important partop® c i a | Ser vi aedidsedrthatreach , and
base establish an arts and crafts programme to provide a creative and productive outlet for

serviceme®dDs energie

AtShipham, the basebds recreational ar eBRedCrassncl udi n
Club, provided ideatanvasses for improvements, not least because of their perceived importance as

places of rest and recuperation between missions. Milpe-Smith fas argued that institutional

clubs have historically acted as surrogate hofoesheir members; domesticateenvironments

where men could seek out the emotional comfort associated with fafiljhese familiar and

homely associations encouegmen to fom emotional attachments to their surroundings; pride

that materialised in a d&re for improvement. Colonel Wliam Cameron remembered how the

284 Magriel,Art and the Soldier.
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287United States War Departmerifechnical Manual: Special Service Offi{tiE8AAF1942), 8.

284 | (i ikfaBdiRecreation: A & t NRVArNDEpHrimENt PamphleNo. 2830, (December 1948
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Of ficerds Club at Shipdham was transformed by th
the men themseles,dn the early days of powdered eggs and Brussel sprouts, we carried &g Me

gear to the club. Beer was se&d from a barrel on a rickety table, using our mess kit cups. At the

end we had a fine club, linens, silver and all the rest, whiecpaid for,but it was never so

welcome@? As the technical guidance issued to SpecialiGesuggested, soldided deoration

projects were not only intended to assi@he soldier artist in maintaining and utilizing his abilities in

his leisure timebut it will also help to provide a restful atmosphere both stimulating and réstful

AtShi pdhamds Reda CedscolClube gracammitcecwasn!| i st ed mer
established to decorate and furni gehAstwhless bui | di ng
giving the clul@an aura of newnefghe ARC director hoped that the changevould®reak the

monotony of ameness that hangs over everything for the Gls, after two years in the samé{flace

As well as serving as a distraction from thei@tyxofthe i r wor k, the invol vement
personnel in designing and implementingse changes gave men agendiierproduction of the

@tmosphereGo f t he base. A wartime photograph of the o

results of thesecommunal bme-making efforts.

2% Bowman,Echoes of Englan@39
21War DepartmenfTechnical Manualol.21, No.2054.S. Governmerfrinting Office[1940), 151.
292 ¢March 194%, B0137 Air Force Historical Research Agency, Maxwell AFB.
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Figure8 The Officers Club at Shipdham (Sotege: /Alams)

The446s Flying Eightball insignia, painted on eit
centrepiece on the table, reinforcébe collective identity of the bomb group. Writing about
paramilitary murals in Northern Ireland, Neil Jamargues thafall muals create a new type of

space, they redefine mundane public space as politicised place and can thereby help to reclaim it fo
the community®93 The proud display of group insignia in this communal area transformed the space
merely ocupied by the 4th into a place that belonged to the #4While sofas, armchairs and

curtains demarcated the space as a domestic setting, the @usemb fins as ash trays, presents an
incongruous juxtaposition between the homely and the martial. Shipdihas not unige inthis
appropriation- the repurposing of bomb fins as ash trays, light fittings, or waaper baskets, was
common across alighth Air Forcebases. While Nicholas Saunders views the domestic reuse of
ordnance aedolent with ironyd the inclusiorof these objects of destruction ikighth Air Force
recreational spaces was part of a complex process of meanaigng intended t@ounter the

anticipation of missions and the charged materiality of the beétbth BG Ordnance Officer, Hya
Plutzik, arttulaied the affectivity of the bomb for those tasked with loading them onto the planes,

23NeilJarmaBl at FAYyGAy3 [YRaAOIMFAWKEKERNDROS 02 ©2 Y azliNHzOG A 2 y
Anthony Buckley (ed.yymbols in Northern liahd (Belfast: The Institute of Irish Studies, The Queen's

University of Belfast)27.

2% saundersNicholasTrench At: Materialities and Memories of WaTaytor & Francis2020, 72.
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@' hey [the ground crew] worked as though fiés were pursuing them. Then when the bombs were

up in the planeds belly, ngwire.fltwaseaadha routine taskgyetd t hr e a
to think that this was a load of death for the enemy. The men are almost nonchalant in their work,

except br their haste, yet even still they have a detestation for the fragmentated béfaidshe

lacing of an othenige routine execise with feelings of detestation for the destructive capabilities of

the fragmentation bomb (designed to explode into a mass oflsfastmoving metal fragments)

demonstrates the power of the bomb to affect thoado handled it every dayrovoking merto

imagine its devastating material effeEtscusing on the process of repurposing, Holly Furneaux

argues that the creative reusd ordnance served a reparative function. By remaking an object

associated with deathnd maiming, the manufarer assertedcontrol over the object of feaf% The

alteration of the materiel of war also served as an important distraction from the act oingalVill

Lundy explains how many of the men of thehf ound t hat urheods kelipedkeemwthet h o
mind off the reéurning planes and lowered the tension. Be usually carried something around in

our pockets to work onwherever we had towaibeve n i n t h &% NMaryftheimenn e s . &
worked with plexiglass, salvaged from thimmdscreens of battle dargad bombers, tdashion

pendants, rings and letter openers. Lundy even spent several weeks making a cigarette lighter from a
lump of plexiglass. Heever wused the | ighter, O6but it served
that waiting was less paink®€ The notion of O6passing timed is particul
temporality and the relationship between past, present and fufline.pastime had an important

function on the base by easing base occupants throngh by distracting them frorother demands

ontheir consciousnes$di st or i cal | vy, -genesated fitimyp of apace ofthatémed s e | f
not taken up by the routines f n a%¢0On theb@se, pastimes wesdsovalual® as a personal act

that (temporarily at least) relievethen fromcommunaltime and space.

Elsewhere on the base, buildings were redesignaitesdiit the pastimes favoured by their young
American occupants. I8eptember1943, work began on the conversion of a Nissen hut into a
35mm cinema and theatre waitseating for 500 me The theatre, completed in February 1944,
included dressing rooms for@m and women, plush seats rented from a local bombetcinema
and professio a | l'ighting. Lt Col Goodman Griffin, Ship

the Bronze Star (usally only awarded for valour in combat) for initiating, supervising, and

%52 2NIR 2 NJLL [SGGUSNRES I @FY tf4iefsh|{Y YKKGHHDKEE YLI
2% Holly FurneauxMilitary Men of Feeling: Emotion, Touch, and Masculinity in the Crimean(®gord:OUP

Oxford,2016), 186.

297 Lundy History of tle 67 Bombardment SquadraBs.

298 ibid

295 GAR YYAIKGAZT Gt aaiy 3 lismkasd Polifics: Reflédcying onltha Bthick&nd = t NB T S¢
9LIAAGSY2f 238 Tife &IShCK/ol {L5) Na3k (E0E63 256,
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completing the theatre, which was deemed one of the best examples iBitin Air Forceand an

essential asset to the morale of the bomb gré@pAs well as reptiating the familiasurroundings of

an American movie theatre, the Shipdham base cinema wiaspamtant transmitter of affect. Not

only did the viewing of new Hollywoodeteases provide a cultural link to the United Statdélping

to allay feelings ofolation and homedimess- but it also offered a welcome distraction from the

realities of wa. Despite the escapism associated with film viewing, it is interestingt®that six

out of ten of the pictures s howhcoudtbe catbgorggddad a mo s
war movies, alluding to t hefimsisHoi atitzsoweBeas r ol e i n
bases$0! In fact, the US military worked closelyith Hollywood to provide entertainment and

educational content for its service p&nsnel, as emphasiséy its arrangement with studios to

provide motion prints in 16mm reels facreening on portable projectors oversefidScott argues

that cinemaivasan essential tool used to disseminate psychiatric ideas and practices among millions

of personnel in the & militaryd03 It could be argued that the screening of martial imagerydetp

foster an atmosphere of belonging at overseas bases by normalisinglé of the military in

everyday society and reminding personnel that they were phat larger war effrt. Morale, as an

affect, was communicated through the screen via imadgesiag allied military successes. A perfect
example of this is William Wegl r Mesnphis Bell@944), which used real combat footage to tell the

story of one of te firstEighth AirForcecrews to complete their required 25 missions. Presented as

a documendary, the film depicts the realities of air combagnemy flak, fighterand damaged

aircraft- building anticipation as the crew approach the end of theit fimiasion. The anxig felt by

those waiting on the ground is articulated by the narratdska ny one whods been to

k

C

a

England or anywhere else our bombersbr@a s ed, and hedl | t eldlwatngwu t her

6t o s ee wh o d&heelationi ohthliecrel asctHe Memphis Belle lands presents an
affective template, reorientati) the anticipation of the audience from a position of anxiety to one of

excitement giving hope that they too can complete their missions.

Attempts to reanceptualise the expé&nce of combat can also be found in the use of humour to
satirise base Bf Adorning the walls of Shipdh@s Enl| i st ed Kipindgd the dhkemap, whi
were cartoon murals depicting humorous scenes of military life, as capinr@ghotograph
showng two 44h BG servicemen adding the finishing touches to one of the akadWhile the

local population of Shipdham were responsibletfa faithful reproduction of the work, the

c

WeghLISyAy3d 2F GKS GKSIGNB I, WME37&3AmelichSlidrary.Sy da Of dzo = { K

301 aWeekly Report of Special Servisetiviies,y h O 2 6 80IB7MbForce Historical Research Agency,
Maxwell AFB.

302 HaideeWassonand LeeGrieveson(Edb.), Cinema's Military Industrial Compl@erkeley: University of
California Pres2018),116.
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signature at the bottom of the image attributes ttesign to thefstars ad Stripe§cartoonist, Sgt

Dick Wingert304 Wingert was one of many artistsho supported the war effort by drawing

illustrations at the equest of personnel, as shown by the creation of a vast number of unit insignia

and nose art by Vit Disney Studio asts.The commi ssi on at Shipdham sho
famousdubertdcharater - a short, plump American Gd who in this instance is lireg shown

around the base by bedraggled G.I. Depicted in the same satirical vain as Bruce Bainn@id 6 s

Bilocha act er of the First World War, ytakeeonappeal of
everyday army life in England and the idiosyncsasfierar for the civiliarturned-soldier30s

Whereas the murals of training camps at Keesler hagicted idealistic imag of war, the cartoons

painted in the recreational buildings at Shipdham show the ungtars reality of life in wartime

England for the average extéid man. The collective acceptance of mud, sloppy uniforms, and Nissen

huts into the visual culture of th group can itself be seen as an expression of collective identity.

MG hLISYAy3d 2dénkS SRK FISYNF 10 dzo = { KA LIR KrhelcarblLibmry. oT MK on X

305 Moira DavisorReynoldsComic Strip Artists in American Newspapers, 180 (McFarland, 201§ 139.
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Figur®@ AWingerd e si gned mur al being painted onto aCw®mdMB4 of the Enl
American Library)

As well as makingdht of the austere realities of the present, a surviving mural in the formér 14
CombatWing Headquarterserves as an example of how muralism was used to anticipate futures

beyond the war. Commanded by former 44th BG Commanding Officer and Medal of Hdnoer

Leon Jackson, the 14th Combat Wing oversaw the operations of three bomb groupstfre

Headquartes at Shipdham. Within these buildings, men issued orders that would determine the lives

of thousands of men under their command. In stark contrastsaitilitarian function, the

headquarters office was also the location of a large aflbunural depictig a postwar scene in a

US milk baroé A character resembling Dick Wingdéits Hubert drinks mil kshake
veterans at the counter, while hgnasks ey Paw, tell me again how you and the boys were

306 United States Army Air Forces, "14th Combat Bombardment Wing (H)" €1%4&)ld War Regimentall
Histories,105.
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sweatind it backind2, 436 The chption Eefers to the emotionally fraught period of

Gweating out the missidtanxiously waiting for the aircraft to returnJhe mural is signdart as a

caricature of the emotional community at Shipdham. It not only recognisegokegabout, the

significance of anticipation in the wartime experiences of theB@, and how this experience might

be perceived by those outside of the communityr eal i ty, the act of ©6sweat.i
with tension and stresszlying ofters gentmissions in the control tower, awaiting the return of

the groupds bombers. As such, they were the firs
the affective task of scrubbing out the names of pilots and aircraft from the status boaittl. My

set limit to a tour of duty, ground officers spent years at the airfield, seeing familiardacekin

turn, names come and go form the base and the stahgard 207 The pivotal role that this period of

waiting played in the experiences of the gnal oficers is reflected in posivar newsletter of the

Flying Control Veterans Associatiptitledd Sweat i ng Them |1 no.

As a visual identifier, the affect of commuyrigtransmitted from the artwork through the shared

state of anticipationThe mural also addeses aticipation in another way, by offering a vision for

the future, and a safe return to the United Statéfe mural therefore shared an important message

for the ground personnel, reassuring them that in the future the war woulde&gned toa fond
memory.Appropriately then, itwasin& et e r a n 8 sthahaa exgldnatioof tkerorigins of

the mural were published. According to the account, the idamefr om gr oupds adj ut ant
William B Taylor, who wrote a letter tacartoonistDick Wingert requesing asketch showingall of

us after thewar°8 While a contemporary photograph of the mural includes the daté ef43,,

pinpointing the date of itproduction, the finishedaption has been amended®4 2, 43. + 44, 4
The temporal evolution of theaption is a minor detail that marks the passing of time, and more

importantly, the continued relevance of the mural to the emotional community it served

07¢Sweating Them b Sg &t SGUSNI 2F GKS CteAy,Iundl1288G NPt +S3GISNIyQa
308 44th BG Veterans Associatj@Ball Tailsyol.1 No.2 (1995), 16.
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Figurel0 Mural designed by Stars and Stripes cartoonist Dick Wingeroanded in the 14th Combat Wing Headquarters at
ShipdhaniSource: Author)

Just as the Wingerdesigned murals acknowledged and made light of thepgfbs mi | i t ary cul
wall at also presented an opportunity fogroups of the Eighth Air Forc® visudly portray and

consolidatetheir collective identitiesAn interesting example can be found on the walls of the

former NCO club at Horham, home of th@5h BG. Base artist Nathanifller painted murals

depicting quadiviedieval scenes, including a mounted knight watied eéxan flag. lhis helmet is a

red featherd the emblem of the 98 BG. The conflation of an American home (in this case Texas),

theg oupds currenldEmfploaned @ b Meamg t©Ohe 95th as a coll

mural, expresses thetemparl and spatial complexities of the g

In other cases, thelemarcatiorand identification of spacgas as simple as pairgithe d-lying Eight
Balbindgniaont o a communal wal | , aasShipdhamin otherimstadesy e of f i
the culture of the group was represented through less obvious, but no less identifyizges.

Paintings of women in various statgfsundress can still be seémsone of t he baseds bui
These particular examples have been attributed to 44thgd@ind crewman, Jack Lom#aLike

many soldiesartists, Lomaéi s ar t i st iidentifiedably Esrconmsnandiegroiicer, who in 1943

309 Martin Bowman,2nd Air DivisiofEighth Air Force&)SAAF 142-45: Liberator Squadrons in Norfolk and
Suffolk(Aviation Heritage TraiR007) 179
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commissioned him to paint mals n various buildings across the b&seWith little time to carefully

compose his desig, Loman chose the most popular subject of art among the US armed fétbes

®@nupd Lomands figures tthekamousyhrgai Gidthe deption o§Alberom cue fr
Vargas, a Peruvian painter whose pinup girls first started appeafiisgiire magazine in the 1940s.

The popul ar i-upgwas $uchiWhatrheveednslo4p and 1946 Esquire printed nine million
copiesof their magazine to send tAmerican troops stationed overseas free dfiarges!! Vargas

described his creations & beautiful, so perfect, so typical of the American girl, that | can put that

picture in any part of the world, without any signature.ddhey will say: that is th¥amgas Girg?12

Despite the ironies of the VaropafthgpinudgdleasaPer uvi an
symbol of America illustrates the importance of a national cultural identity to the morale of US

personnel figting overseas. Bgombining@llure with patriotic spirif) the paintings became such

intense affective transmitterdiat, entertainer Bob Hope quippedur American troops are ready

to fight at the drop of arEsquiré313 The reverence of the piup & not simply as @norale boosted

0 but as a symbol of collective identity, is illustrated in an honor roll mural aEiijeth Air Force

fighter base at Raydon, I|listing the nath@#wes of t he
two naked Vargatyle women, who look mournflyy down at the names of the dead. The

incorporation of the women into the memorial piece évidence of the extent in which pips were

not simply surrogate objects of sexual desire, but important symbols of collective iexdia

cultural identifierjt can be argued that the pinp girl affected morale through her entwinement

with notionsof obligation and duty. Viewing an image of @hk-Americardgirl compelled men to

fight, in line with their traditional gender roles@rotector3!4 However, thepin-up girl also related

to men on a much more personal level. As the famous model, Eatpel, contemplated? lot of

guys dondt have any girl fri e nupgirlstamonspfratia@iistThef or . I
importance of the pirup grl to the material culture of theEighth Air Forcas perhaps best

demonstratedn the countless examples of aircraft nose art bearing depictions of female figures. In

these instances, the pilot has often renamed theygirpanted on the aircraft with he name of his

wife or sweetheart, thus entwining the collective image of theymrwith hs own personal

0DavidHiggE G ! Y S NA OAméricanNHerfageApi 935 VDI, 44, Issue(2993).

311 Maria ElenaBuszekPinUp Grrrls: Feminism, Sexuality, Popular CuliDeghan, NCDuke University
Press2006), 210.

312Bowman,Echoes of England80.

313 Melissa AMcEuenMaking War, Making Women: Femininity and Duty on the American Home, EfsH-
1945 GA:University of Georgia Pres&)11), 85.

2 SFHGONR2]1 X w2a0HNIWdzaph WAl 8 YKS DANI ¢KFEG al NNRARSR | N
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attachments381tBG chapl ain James Good HighihwAirBoscehasevn e x per
supported this conclusion, using thatdhe pinup Varg&irl in the fox-hole or in the barracks

represents all that is beautiful in life...The \&a@jrl represents his girl, his home, his family... If he

does not have a girl of his own back home, then he thinks of the Varga Gii$ é®pe of finding a

pretty girlt?16 As well as representing the women left behind in the States, thepigirl- stuck to a

wall or painted in mural form can be seen as an object of anticipation. For many men, fighting came

with the problematic promis that there would be a ginvaitingfort h e  meéurn.6So toocould

the superficiality of thescintillatingpin-up and its failure tcever completely substitute the absent

woman allude fullyo the potential for a disappointing retunto the States. Tie image of the piup
cantrereforebe i nterpreted as a O0screend, hideofg absen
a future coupling.

Figurel1 ®inupdmural at Shipdham, photographed in 1986 (4@ &¥.1/54 Americahibrary)

816 James Goo@rownThe Mighty Men of the 381stdrbes All: A Chaplain's Insi§toryof the Men of the
381st BombeGroup(Publishers Pres§994), 318.
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The affectiveassemblage of thearrack hut

Halfbrick constructed Maycrete hutandmetal clad Nissen hutserved as barracks at Shipdham,

with each building accommodating men from two to four combat crews. Officers (pilotpilots,

navigtors, and bombardiers) woullde housed in separate@ommodation fromthegr oupd6s enl i s
personnel(waist gunners, biaurret gunners, flight engineers, radio operators and tail gunners), but

living conditions were similar across the ranks. Norman Kid#scribed moving into onsuch hut,

shortly afterits construction.

&hen we entered our new metal home, we founabamof beds and a round stove that was

to provide our central heating. It looked somewhat like a cast iron milk can with a anjmney runn
out of the top. Outsitlee door was a small bakbasket sized pile of coal. Along each inside

wall was a smahalf that was about face high over our beds. There were no other

furnishings 87

Arriving at these spartan barracks, 44th BG personnetiduibegan a campaign ttaien and adapt
their surroundings. For many men at Shipdham, barracks represented a sanatpamate space
that housed personal objects and motifs connecting them to their homes in America. A journalist
visiting arkighth AirForcebase in 1942 described ho# map adorned onevall, a map of the
United States with the signatures of the flysgawled over their home state$8 Photographs of
sweethearts and souvenirs were displayed on the shelf space above the bed. At Shipdham,
shelves became so cluttered with trinkets thaat executive order was issued demanding men to
clear their shelvesf all but essential iten®? Gilly Carr emphasises the significance of the private
territory of the bed space to the internees of Secowbrld War Prisoner of War camps. For these
internedmen and women, bunks were often the closest thingthh 0 me & heacaniphoiving ta
their potentialfor physical identification and domestication, as well as a spackedaming2° While
this argument esonates with the experiences of maighth Air Foce personnel, the perceived
stability and safety of the bunk spaarild also be easily compromiseg the accumulation of
negative affects related to the anxiety of combat. The rapid turnover of bar@oispants as a
result of combat losses made the bagrecarious objectAfter Squadron Headquarters received
notificaion that a combat crew had beeasdt, a clearup crew would be sent to the barracks to

remove any personal effects belonging to the mgsnen. While this procedure was intended to

317Kiefer,The Greemosed Flying-®alls 32.
318 Reddingand LeyshonSkyways tderlin 95.

WG WY wmdpnpI 1M BO6i3Z Neona2Mightil Kighth Museum.
320 Carrand Mytum, Prisoners of WarArchaeology, Memory, and Heritage of 198md 20thCentury Mass
Internment(New York, NYSpringer New Yori2013), 195
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remove painful reminders of deceased comrades, as well as to fend off@uig-be thieves, the
removal praess became an affective practice in its own right; the empty bed serving as a poignant
reminderofthepr ecar ity of t hd@e ueinone day after@ebsefingto &indi o n .
four of the beds stripped clean. Vém | say clean, | mean clean. Niolg was left, not so much as a
fine-tooth combd recalled John McClag& The image of the stripped bedevoid of any tangible
reminder of its previous amupant, served as a visceral connection between the supposed shfety
the barracks and the immineanger of the skies over Germany. Flying a particularly dangerous
mission, Donald Chase praygdh howl wi shed | coul d shoostippacképl e
my bed 322 For Chase, the image of the empty bed was synonymtisa sense of
powerlessnessand death. Worse still was the idea that the bed would soon be filled with nameless
replacements; all &ices of their previous occupants having been era@éejr beds are stripped and
the thin mattresses folded. Soon nevelgsigned young men will arriged the beds will be made

agaid mused Chas#&s3 The stripped bed, like the mural in the HQ building, ¢herefore be seen as

an object of anticipation. Hower, unlike the mural imagining a safe future in the paatworld,

the bed invoked feelings ahxiety and fear as a symbol of an uncertain future. Writing about the
unfinished migrant houses that pdaie the landscape of Mexico, lvan Sand@ealvantes argues

that these affective structures represent multigi@certan futures324 Entangled in the emotions of
anxiety and hope, the houses are characterised by their presence and absence. For soseryviney
as aspirational objects of migrant prosperitshile others view them as ruined symbols of the futility
of the mgrant dream. &r the occupants of the barracks at Shipdham, it was not knowing whether
the occupants had been killed, wounded, or taleisoner that added to the unsettling range of

potertial futures.

The idea that objects of affect can simultaneouspresent multie futures is particularly pertinent

to the materiality of the bed space. As well as transmitting negative affects hgeahaf anxiety

inducing uncertainty, the bed couddiso be interpreted as a place of hopeful anticipation. An example

of this is thepermanence offered through the production of graffiti. While the demolition of the

former barracks at Shipdham has ruleat any chance of documenting extant examples oh&/G

graffiti, the barrack hut walls at nearby Rackheath offers soteeesting &amples of combat crew

etchings. Here, the names ofthebus occupants fill the walls of th

these identifying marks are mission tallies, whaeav members have marked off each completed

31john McClangt ¢ KS 2 | NJ , SI NBE +F& 9ELISNASY MCR7162 USFY/7! Nye | ANJ
American Library.
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24|, SandovalCervantes@Uncertain Futures: The Unfsfied Houses of Undocumented Migrants in Oaxaca,
Mexiccg American Athropologist Vol119(2017),212.
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mission with a bomb synalbin anticipéion for the end of their tour. In this sense, the mission tallies
support Carrds i dea t ha ttodeamTheyofferedtacsgacevice memtoi nd e e d
tangiblyrecord their individual achievements and look forward to the endhefir tour of duty; an

affective practice that allay¢lde fear that combat flying produced | ndeed, the US Ar my
decision toset a required number of missions was intended ltayathe anxiety caused by the

real i sati on t hawouldanly ediby hecomidgsa casuatsy.$his viemsis

reinforced by results from a wartime survey, which showed that 74 per cent cftEdIMen

believed that having a set number of migsito complete was an effective way of reducing their

anxiety326 As famous war r@orter Ernie Pyle observed, the men of the US army wdditeé all day

and move all nighteéif tartawftly decauseceverywhergin duraemy, g oi n g
0f odwvarno matter what & Whiletbeetctung oiarkisgsoumwar d h o me .
comfort the individual, the continuation of this act over time, by multiple individuals, created an

unsettling tableauEamous war correspondent Andy Rooney recalled tegkb a B17 gunner

during a tour of arEighth Air Forcebase. On niicing thatthere was a tally of 17 missions above the

mands bunk, Rooney remar ked on t&ethaneaatbesguyc onsi de
beforemej was the gunnér s B2 npsbme cases, graffiti was purposefully left as a vernacular

memorialto those who had failed to returr§2® 44th BG pilot Norm Kiefer recorded howddn the

wall in our hut, | had scrawled the names of med ahips of the 506th with the dates and places

thatt hey had gone downéThis faced meorniegpadehl mor ni ng
retired.33°K i e fgeffitidicts as aeminder of the impermanence of the mortal bodyow | would

frequently look atmy limbs in the morning when | dressed and wondéhdy or even | would be

there by eveningremembered Kiefer. Herggmporality is itself an affect, creating the sense that

the future is haunted by the pasbf others

This small daily act of remendmce is typicalgb e r s o nn el & griefatShppdhamirstie t o
absence of official acts of collective mournMthile there were some attempts by base
commanders to demarcate site for group commemoration (Edwards describes the erection of a

memorialplaque at Great Ashfield, for example), at Shipdiiaendead are eerily absent from the

325Wells Courage and Air Warfar@03,

326 Aviation Psychology Program Research Regfor&. Government Printing Offick947), 132.

327 ErniePyle,Ernie's Vdr: The Best of Ernie Pyle's World War |l Dispat¢headon: Smon & Schuster]987),

178.
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official record of base activi#j! Instead, it is through the materiality of the badempty beds and
scribbled graffitd that the dead of the 446 s p e a k © .

For the mechanics on the ground, whose own mortality was abstake, the anticipation related to
combat was not evoked by thienage of the empty bed, but rather the empty concrete hardstand,
representing a plane that had failed to retuRmr mechanic Will Lundyit was the unknown fate of

air crews that weighednost heavily on his mind. After the war he would carry out decadies o
research to find out the fortunes of weac-h of
page tome, titledi4th Bomb Group Rof Honor and Casualtiisthe introduction, Ludy explains his

motivation,

@ s a ground crewman in the 67th Squéamlramost of the time the 44th BG was at war
in England, | watched most of the 44th Bomb Group planes, heavily laden with bombs,
ammurtion, fuel and crewmen take off, headed for agdimistahe enemy. | was theye,
when the formations returned often learning that not all of them came back. The emotions
were always present; at times elated with a successful attack, therupsetaborted and

very depressed when we haddlosse

df I had worked on a pkthat went missing, | along with aw kbuddies, felt a personal
responsibility for the loss. There was always that nagging doubt inside us that | seldom ever
voiced thatsked@ould | have been responsible for thi€tmgdd?, or should |, haveedo
something that would have broughplaine and crew back? Are these crewmen now dead
because | failed the@p#?

The empathy felt by the ground crew was heightened throtingtir interactions with the material

effects of thewar. The morbid task of cleaning out planes between niaas and picking through the
human remains of aircraft accidents inflicted its own anxieties on the personnel involved, who were
powerless to preventhe carnagebut nevertheless felt the responsityilof ensuringhat their plane

was mechanicalgound®36 The crew chief knows the tricks
weaknesses and t h es34lhadditioroto tiie honfan loss veakdalamage ¢ortie s . 0
plane itself.Anticipation amongr@und crew was, in many respects, plified by the knowledge that

- unlike combat personnelt hey woul d not be abl e dmpletione@ne r n
flight surgeon noted that in Winter 194deurotic cases among ground crew who had been ce@ss

for more than two years increaskedue to the realisatior@hat they would again be away from home

331 EdwardsAllies in Memory40.

332Will Lundy 44th Bomb Group Roll of Honor and Casua(tiéarshfield, MA: Green Harbor Publications,
1987).

333 C.P. gmonds andDeris Williams Psychological Disordein Flying Personnel, Section 2 (Aistorical
Board, 1947)50.
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during the holiday seasdi¥ The anticipatiorfor a homecoming that they were powerless to secure

prompted some ground crew at Shipdham to transfer to dmhroles,@&ood gunners were

constantly being graduated from the ranks of ground crew men, youth anxious to have a crack at

JerrydThe opportunity to fill battletorn crews with replacements fromthegrup8s gr ound ech
already socialised in the cute of the unit, was an attractivepo s pect for the 44t h B
commandersd hese lads made excellent combat crew men because thetwlsorbed theesprit de

corpsof First Wing and already were a part thfe family) recorded one 1943 sourc#s

How could pesonnel counter the negative affeaganticipation created by the material reminders
of uncertain futures? In some cases, theulyaffects of their assigned barrack huts prompted men
to leave in seattt of more private and homely spaces. These undfticieracks allowed crews to live
in a small familike unit, under the notion that if anything happened to one of them on a nmissio
then the whole crew would likely meet the same fate. Kiefer recorded/tme and his fellow crew
members took up residencie an empty drying room behind thattines. He wrote the following in
a letter to his wife:@ell we are fully moved into our newomicile. There are three of us in here.
They are Mark (Mark Morris), AgAlbert G. Kerns) and myself. We have a place tadaur

clothes, two one hundred watlight bulbs, a radio and a hot plate to heat water on. We call it our
apartmentd3” Meanwhilepn the technical site, ground crews quickly abandoned the-lmilg walk
between their assigned barracks and the dispertabsid set up serqpermanent homeswthe
airfield itself. In the early days, these shelters took the form of pyramid tents, whistided some
protection from the unforgiving elements. The resourcefsimef the ground personnel, coupled
with a desire fo more hospitable shelters, led tde creation oftine shackd built from wooden
bomb crates and surplus materials. By Sprigdgf3] it was noted howsome of the more enterprising
occupants had constated and furnished them more comfortably than theraaks. They all had
®ildheaters,some had bed and mattress, some with bunks and mattresses, some even with food.
Had we not bea in onestory zones some would have been miétveld38 As well as servig a
practical function, line shacks also allowedum crews to live separately from owbat crews. For
many, tkeir separation was intended ease the emotional trauma of seeingfrds fail to return.
44th navigator John McClardoticed that there was a effort from the ground crew to get close to

us. Aryone could tell there was mutual adr@tion between us but | suspect we flying men lived in

335Mae Mills Link and Hubert A. Colematedical support of the Army Air Forces in World WdOfffice of
the SurgeorGenera] 1955), 666.

33Reddingand LeyshonSkywaygo Berlin 77.
337Kiefer,The Greemosed Flying-®alls 81.

338 Lundy,History of the 67 Bombardment Squady@61.
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our dream world and that the groundrew had seen too many of thedriend$inot return.g3® For

the most part, goup commanders turned a blind eye to the requisitiof airfield supplies for these
individual homes. In some cases, the ingenuity of their builders wascelebrated A January 1945
entry into the official 44th BG records remarked on the hommeaking dbrts of Crew Chief J. M.
Miller and S/Sgt S. D. Mil, who had converted a disused bbrshelter close to the dispersal site
into @ luxurious and most habliée home34° Photographs of the interior show the occupants sitting
around a fireplace, the mantt# which is adorned with framed photographs of aofethe merd s
children. A curtain segrateddhe dertfrom the bedroom, furnished with two cots and a dress

As Ahmed arguedihe accumulation of affective value shapes the surfaces of bodies andG#érid

By coating their living areas in the affectdmimed- not only in terms of physal comforts but also

fraternal companionshipthe unruly affects othe barrack huts were tamed.

Figurel2 Crew Chief J. M. Miller andt#SB. Millédrs 61 uxuri ous and most hpmlamt abl e home:¢
(Souce: Reel BO147, Air Force Historical Research Agency)

The social alignment of personnel into smaller faiikly units reflected the importance of the

primary group. Tk emergence ofprimary group theorg first espoused in the late 1940s by 3.
Marshdl in his study of US morale during WWII, enshrineéth not i on t hat mends cor

339 John W McClane Jé, b 20pmbat Activities while attached to thin (§ K . 2
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for fighting was their immediate circle of comradies h e i r 6 p r 32 Wilkile tye peraeived p 6 .
over-reliance on this theory has been criticized by somiditary theorists, who argue that it ignores
the multitude of aher factors that contribute to morale, the focus on the connections formed
between military comrades is particularelevant to this study of the 4das an emotional
communitys43 In late 194}, a reportbased on surveys of aircrew personnel in the EighithForce
concluded thatthe primary motivating force which more than anything else keeps these men flying
and figpting is that they are members of a group in which flying and fighting antheacceped way

of behavin@#4 The advisory report, writterby the Psychological Branch of the Air Surgeon
Headquarters of the Army Air Force, viewed each bomb group as anrdveaking unit, held

together by a shared set of values and a common iderfiach melver dakes great pride in his
membershipinthegop éHe i s especially sure that the per s«
procedures of his group are superior to those ather groupsd#s According to the anonymous

study, this sense of belonging veagh thatmembers of a bomb group felt next to no connectitm
other bomb groups, even if located only a few miles away from the base. The bomb group, it was
argued, was the lgest unitvith which there was an intimate sense of belongitigvas therdore
vital,the report argued, that leaders create and maintsprit de corpt a group level to keep men
flying and fighting®

This loyalty is confirmed in many veteran aactsu 44" BG gunner Donald Chase wrote about the

attachments he felt to theast of hisbombercrew@ hose who di d f lhasaefombat édi
determination, an unspoken pride in contributing to the effectiveness of therzm unit that each
B24carred bm sure men of the 44th were nforuntuni que i n
cohesion that was not equaled in civiliéie 847 As Chase mentions, unit cohesion served a practical

purpose in helping crews to work effectively as a group in theAdiShipdham a visiting journalist

remarked howd here is a clearly understabworking ayreement between crew and pilots that

permits maximum effectiveness with the least expenditure of work, time and effort. Only crews that

gain such ability survive lorfgr the Nazis are quick to take advantage of atigh4 While the close

ties between he crews were tested in the air, it was on the ground that these emotional

attachments were formed and maintained. For Jacob T. Elias, the sense of camaraderia hesfelt

3423 L.AMarshall,Men Against Fire: The Problem of Battle Comm@haimenes Publishg,2019).

3Hew{ (U N} OKI y = & ¢ NI Ay Ay 3 Jouma diXdntSBmpbrgiRHistodoR4S, Ng2 (2006 \NE
212.

344 psychological Branch, Research Divigiow S LJ2 NIi a2 ajrcreivgeMgardid@ in the Eighth, Ninth,
Twelfth, and Fifteenth Air F&rS §Gffige of the Air Surgeon, Headquarters of the Army Air Forqard, 1944,
64-65.
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barracks transformed his overall emotidrexperience of the war fronone of fearto love and

kinshipp dondt want my sons to experience war. But
camaraderie that | had at Shipdhémthe-Mu d é T h a t myinsnd afténygoes back to Shipdham,

finds comfat in going back to Shipdharand mostikely will keep going back to that barracks full of
loved**Whi |l e the notion of a fraternal O6band of br o
WWiIl veterans,@ mar ader i eds pl ace thea44tBbmeb Geofipfwasndti ve e c o n (
simply a postwar misremembering, but an important part of the social architecture of the base, and

a vital factor in the maintenance of mor&teReporting on the camaraderie betee crews at

Shipdham in the first months of 49, journalist John M. Reddings impressd by the extent to

which crews had bonded, emphsisg the role of the private living space as a setting for homosocial

relationships.

d'he crews of thattle Beavend the Suzy Q eat apart from the squadrss ifieey have

fostered a feetjrof onenessamong themselves to a point where they not only live together but

they eat together, fight together and when the time comes, if it must, they will die tofiether. Part

that feeling, that esprit, comes fromdtesr mess. The private mesg tperatbegan

because of the dislike of these méoofaaw®5: They di dndét want to wear th

dinner in the officersd me3s. They came to Engl

Reddingds account of the barr ackilelhheesablistmente i s i n
of a@rivate mes8in their barracks implig a desire for domesticity, emphasised in ghleasantly

smoky atmospher@hat comes fromdhe crackle of spaéring grease as the potatoes fry merrily on

the top of the little stové the statedreas on f or the crewds rejseicti on of
sothattheycardeell i ke t heydre fighting a war. For the ai.
bondedunitta o6 happy fewd t dlengy W ovaseitalSorthamikvarting demtitye 6 s

Reddi ngds account of the barrack hut scene empha
between the domestic and the matrtial; a juxtaposition thanikvened in the intermingling of the

mundaned cooking ad eatingd and the nilitaristic 8 fighting and dying. The affectivity generated by

these homely interactions countered the troubling affects provoked by the materiality of the

barr acks 8 ithwmcedan fuared. Addth BG veteran Reginald Pipliremembered,

@ here were warmd@roundthe stove in the barrackiimes, while talking about our newly found

349 Jacob T. Eka2nd Air Division Association Newslette®78.

350 FrancesdHoughton,The Veterans' TaleBritish Military Memoirs of the Second World Waambridge

University Press, 20)8171.

BLYC22FINF 6Q Aa  GSN)Y 2NRIAYI (Gang@erthheyfop finknBand YSNR OF y 2 S:
ornamentation. In this context, it denotes the seemingly uressary military pomp and traditioenforced on

army officers.

352 Reddingand LeyshonSkywagto Berlin 173

97



combat experiences, and trying to tell ourselves and each other that we did have a ¢thanake it
through all this that we were going throud#? The barracks werenot necessaly spaces to escape
the horrors of war, but placesvhere a sense of belongingas fosteredhrough commensality and
problem sharingAffects circulated between bodié@s the barracks, orientating the occupants into an
affective alignment wheréhe pastwas shared, the present secuteand the future can be faced
together354 As Ahmed arguesin such affective economies, emotions do things, and they align
individuals wit communitie& or bodily space with sociaipacé through the very intensity ofheir
attachments3ss

1. Pilot

, Co-pilot

. Navigator
Bombardier
. Engineer

. Radio Operator/Gunner
. Right Waist Gunner

. Ball Turret Gunner

. Left Waist Gunner

. Tail Gunner

CWONTINBWN

-

Figurel3 Crew positions in the-B4 Liberator (Sourcé&lways Out in Front, Unpublished memoir, 1999)

As well as helping to counter the demoralising affects of conthat affective alignment also had

important repercussions in the air. At the most bakgeel, the positive affect generated on the

ground, articulated as camaradgrloyaltyandesprit de corpmotivated men to fighé not just for a

common cause, but o r each ot her. The affective alignment

stovewas replicated in the belly of the B4, where teaman crews were required tevork together

353 Hamilton, The Writing 69, 57.

354 NoemiTousignantpBroken tempos: Of means and memory in a Senegalese university labarogial
Studies of Scienc¥pl43, No5 (2013),729%753.
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in synchronicity to improve their chances against the enerhg. armytrainingparlance for this

alignmentwas O6air di sci plAirRoecrg. Gen. Frank A. drinSrong defingoe | e i n
termas Ot he compl e teerewdremie npdreanother, obpfaneapon plane,

squadron upon squadron, group upgnr o Ageording to Armstrong, air discipline stad on the

ground andvasmaintained in theair through the complete synchronicity of the credaf As

Armstrong emphasiseajr discipine wasnot at odds with congenial camaraderie, rather it is

maintainedby i nformality. He argues that o0discipline
the tal king that goes on over t hebutiteervesssmhoneéNot
means of ke e pis3# bhe ioterghone) evlnich eohneatedll mémbers of the crew
duringtheflights er ved as a means of csoinotnisnbuitnhga tt hteo oi kn fpol r
the barrack stove in the air. This was a nogehcept. ASAr mstrong concedes, ©O6to
discipline with informality, comradhip, a levelling of rank, and at times a shift in actual command

away from the leader, maysegmar adoxi cal 0. However, Armstrong h
success of higpproactod i sci pl i ne. kKenlbovant earsd ,a Art moturbd reg wa's
under-performing bomb groupso improve discipline, results and morale; the story of which became

the basis of the novel and filM,we | ve O®8CIl ock Hi gh.

Evidence for the impdance of the affective orientation of the primary group is made apparent in
the prominence of théutsidebas an almost apocryphal figure synonymous with desthBG

gunner lerrest Clark recalled sharing a hut witRed- a frightened, sexually immae, and tinid

gunner (emasculating details that suggest that he was placed outside the fraternity of the barracks
hut). Clark vividly recal | sowh bntyafawweeks afterthaqhhad Re d &
arrived at Shipdém, can still rememeér the spial of smoke coming from the wings as the plane
went into a fatal divé5® Clark also recalled a sergeant called Glenn Barton who was terrified of
flying and dreamed oftaansfer to an entertainment branch, where he coplerform for his fellow
troops. Oneday, Barton failed to return to the barracks, never to be seen again. Clark never found
out if he been shot down or transferred. Either way, Clark ends the story bingahat Barton fell
victim to the problem ofémisclasificatio@by recruiting officers equating higbtherneséwith his
mysterious disappearang®.ln these apocryphal stories, thimissingairman is distinguished as
outside of the emotional communityf the bomb group. As this exploration of the matalriculture

of Shipdham teshown, tle production of locality was as much abdbe localisation ofubjects as

356 Frank A. Armstrongl ! A NJ 5 M Edicé Nbvenyfb8r(1943 p.5
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it was about physically altering the materiality of the basequote Appadurai, this socigshtion
producedb act or s who pr duptedrcommunityeof koneighbdursfrieads, rid
enemfles d.

As has already been discussed, the afiébiome was generated through the proliferation of a
common identity, the personalisation and domeation of space, and the alignment of individuals
into primary groups. In tans of morag, these acts of locality production helped the community to
resid the negative affects of fear and anxiety associated with its constant anticipatory state by
groundirg it in the present. Fronthe grougs home base, uncertain futures could Bkled

together through collective action.

Rest,recreation and theeproduction ofhome

The locality produced at Shipdham air base was shaped by a multitude of influenctsetbhed

well beyond the perimeter gatés geographer Doreen Massey argydacedlerives notfrom some
mythical internal roots nor from a history of isolatién but preci sely from the a
of the mixture of influences found togethereheds2 Despite earning the British nicknanigttle

Americd) US airfields wee by no means homgensed, but rather distinctly influenced by

interactions with peple and places beyond their boundaries. The assumptions, values, goals, feeling
rules, and acgpted modes of expression that tied the 44th Bomb Group together as an emaitio
community werein many cases shared, borrowed, or adapted from other communities

Rosenwein explains, an emotional community can be considered as a large circle withianghic
smaller circles. This larger circle also intersects with other largdes at one or man points; a
rhizomatic map that continually shifts and convergegmotional connections are formeéek The

air base at Shipdham was tethered to the United &diy the countless emotional ties that

connected personnel to the people apthces of their famer civilian lives. These lingering

connections and experience$ home inevitably shaped how men related to their new home at
Shipdham. Similarly, base lifasanfluenced by interactions with local English people and places. An
apt mderial symbol of tle complex web of connections is tt@&hort snorterd A popular suvenir

among aircrew@hort snorterdwere bank notes adorned with signatures, collected & ths and

on overseas service. For U4eteran Forrest S Clark, his prizedater collection represented the
entirety of his wartime experiencdt is a record of more than 25,000 miles of travel from bases to

bases, from duty assignments to more. Ittadl short snorters were pasted together they would

361ibid
362 Massey, 1999: 22, cited by Castree et2006: 310.
363 RosenweinEmotional Communities in the Early Middle A@e€s25.
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stretch around the worldmany times and thentire fabricof thousands of lives of military service in

all corners of theworld3¢6C |1 ar k6s short snorters contained aut
membersground personnel, British locals and Red Cross workers. At the same timepassenting

his irdividual expdence, it also embodied the shared experiences of war. Like a Venn diagram, the

short snorter represented the interactions and connections betwddferent, but interlocking,

emotional communities. This final section wiplore how interations with badies outside the

affective economy of the air base, including Red Cross workers and loved ones in the United States,
reproduced the affects of homia the present, allowing personnel to orientate themselves towards

a securefuture beyond the \ar.

Returning once more to the Red Cross Rest Homes, it was the way in which the establishments

evoked thedamiliaritypof home by returning airmen t@& world they knew beforéthat was

commended by the visiting flight surgeon, Dr \ghit. By reproducinghe familiar affects of home,

the canny countered the uncanny and an idealised past replaced the troubling affects of an uncertain
future. Of course, it coulde argued that the diverging experiences of-prar life meant that a

universl definition ofthomedwas impossible to reach, let alone to reproduce in the confines of a

rest home. However, according to the men themselves, it was the very vaguenessaud e
experienced that accounted f or edthaethesesthoremesd s s uccC
not gust like home. None of us ever had a home like this...It is the kind of home we dream about. It

is great35s The abstract nature of thénomedreproduced by the Red Cross was not restricted to

t he organi s at utalsodosts sereeciubs kebum acsoss Eigland. American Red

Cross Club assistant Patricia Hartnett remarked on her seemingly circular journey from the States

to a club in Enignd,ave were whisked through the foggy English countryside to our respectiv

clubs, which loo&d & if we were right back where we started from. That is the impression an

American Red Cross club is supposed to give, not oriipme away from hontit the fraternity

house, the EIl ks Club, t he coodlwrappedadhtooneg® st or e and

Following the popularity of American Red Cross Clubs set up in English towns and cities, the USAAF
invited the organisation to set ug@eroclub$at each of its bases. The first Red Cross aeroclub

opened in February 1943 and wasickly followed iy over a hundred more. Invited to visit one such

club in early 1944, a reporter explained why they were so importé&htery American air base is a

tenseplacée hese dayséUnder these circumstanafes many

diminishing ei¢iency had not the wise commanders long since prepared to meet just these

364 ¢forrest S Clark Griffith Crew MemdirB1C 376/430American Library.
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conditionsd67 The article goes on to commend the Aesloibs as the antithesis to the&sccumulated

tension. At Shipdham, th&erooclub was situated on the Commun@ite, adjacent tolte Dining

Room, Officers Mess and Sergeants Mess. Located within a short walk of all six living sites, the club

was the closest thing to the heart of thebaseat he airfi el dds di spersed | 8
adjoining Nissen hutshé aeroclub accomnuated a large snack bar with room for dancing; a games

room furnished with card tables; a room with two table tennis tables; a library stocking American

magazias and hometown newspapers, and a lounge with a brick firepigdéhough ¢ubs were

officiallyopen from about 3pm until midnight, it was commonly accepted that ARC staff would

welcome service personnel at any time of the day. Similarly, while the wkresintended for use

by enlistedmen, their doors were often opened to menf all ranks. Offeng snacks, reading rooms,

tea dances, button sewing services and attentive ears, the ARC club served as a beacon of

domesticity within the drab militaristic stoundings of the air base. As one article commentie

Aero Clubs are hanes away from homeof the enlisted men. With a cozy atmospheddires in

grates, chintz curtains at the windows, books and American magazines all around, and girls from

home to tell troubles tod they are just what they were planned to be, namely, theatgst possible

relaxers for tired and tense me@¢® At Shipdham, the aeroclub provided a neutral space for group

bonding and socialising, as shown in the establishment dfitiieStove Leagueheld once a week

as an opportunity for men td@it around tre fire and swap stods on various and sundry subjeéts

ghosts, hunting, et@7° As well as the visual affect of the domestic decor, clubs also provided a

sensory experience of honthrough taste. In January 1945, the aeroclub at Shipdham served

133,919 madks at an expendit of £927, equivalent to about £40,000 today. The Director notes

that the monthds expenditure was slightly higher
large shipment of Coc€olada f avourite among iretiar alsodeaordells pat r on
how dot soup and macaroni seem to be great favorites in the snacB®ame comforting

childhood associations of macaroni were rivalled only by the joy dfgat freshly cooked donut

t he Red Crossds mo st rmedwitoadray otdaugnute and an urodffreshr i ng . /
coffee, Red Cross staff would await the arrival of exhausted crews in the interrogation room. For

those returning from long, ardws missions, the refreshments were well received as something

more than susgnance. The Red Cross dghnut, or@inkebas they were affectionately known, was

cooked from a special mix shipped over from the US, providing an evocative taiiendis?2

These refreshments were dispensed to ground personnel working on the flightitngne Red
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Cross&lubmobiledservice, which operated from a fleet of converted buses. A Clubmobile visited
Shipdham twice a week to hand out coffee and doughnuts to meheflight line373 Named after

US cities, each Clubmobile was fitted with a srwaihge area, furnishedith a Victrola and a
selection of popular American records, adding to the sensory experience of @ihgmed

Figurel4 Airnen of the 44th BG enjoy coffee and doughnuts from a Clu@oofmmerican Air Museum: FRE) 635

While the Clubmobileoffered familiar tastes, it was the work of another charitable organisation

the USO (United Service Organizationphat offered he sights and sounds of America. During the
war, the USOG6s camp BEghtloAr®rcebasesplaymg heteolagtreamootl r e d
American stars during the war, from Bob Hope to Glenn Milkvisiting USO show performed to

a large crowd of 80@t Shipdham in the first week of October 19#4 1t is estimated that between
1941 and 1945, the US@ut on 293,738 perfamances, seen by more than 161 million servicemen
and women across all theatres of the w&rAn article inLookmagazine from the timdescribed the
transformative qualities of these performanc&r the little time the show lasts, thmen are taken
straight to the familiar Main Street that is the goal of every fighting American far away from
homeéThe entert ai n me noys.Theirhome§’h This poputasty revealed h e b

B2 SS1te wSLERNI 2F {LISOAIf {SNIBAOS ' O0GABAGASEESE y hOi
S74\Weekly Report of Special Service Activities, 8 October 1B1487B

875 Holsinger, Paulvar and American Popular Culture: A Historical Blopgdia,Greenwood Publishing Group

(1999)

376 Movie Lot to Beachhead by the Editors of Lot York: Doubleday, 194585
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something of the extent that Hollywood and the Americanass media had pleg, before and
during the war, in the proliferation of shared images and ideals dldraedthat the USO exported
was an ideal construet! in the music halls and movie studios of America, buoyed in the public
imagination through magazsélm and radioFor the young men of th&ighth Air Forcegrowing
up with these national cultural identifiers made the commodificatiohahedas a st of shared
cultural values, possible. Appadurai expressed a similar sentiment in his argumemdghahedia
has causd people to view their lives through the prisms of the possible lives proliferated on
screem?” Like the affective briefing map, the Up@rformers conducted the atmosphere of the
base theatre for the duration of its performance, reptacanxiety and feawith the familiar and

comforting affects of an idealised future.

The role of individuals as transmitters of affect also applied ¢oRkd Cross staff who organised

and ran the aeroclubs. According to Dr Wright, it was not merely thaterial comfortsof the Red

Cross rest homes, aeroclubs and clubmobiles that accounted for their homeldats, is the Red

Cross girl, who on a mordl acceptable plane serves as a release and establishes a familgfeeling.

The notion that Red Crossolunteers were important agents of affect in the assemblage of the Red

Cross rest home or club is repeated in multiple accounts by outsiders, obses@&mngcemen, and

the women themselves. Patricia Hartnett muséwly career a a staff assistant in @&merican Red

Cross Club is | argely one of being atmospheric,
Oshkosh instead of | usidcadilhd’sTheddnaghatthe wdmerowmgre away f r o
themselvegatmospheriérecognses their roles as generate of affect, which circulated around the

spaces they inhabited through their interactions
impliesthat he womendés affectivity was nanethimithatpl y r el a
had been purpsefully instilled in them through training. This is confirmed by Red Cross assistant

Rosemary Norwalk, who remembered ho@lways, wherever we were sentgwvere expected to

be the friend, the girl next door, the kid sister, tHenny aunt, Mom, advisorymapathizer; to listen,

commi serate, cajole, and cheer up the guyds [é] V
380 As conductors of an affective dnestra, bringing together multiple renditions of home, it was

essential that Red Cross staff weretsihily recruited and trained for the role. As well as requiring a

college degreeszandidates were also expected to bell-travelled. During recruit RuthRei st er 6 s

377 AppaduraiArjun. Modernity At Large: Cultural Dimensions@lobalizationIndia: University of Minnesota
Press1996. P.54

378 Mae Mills Link and Hubert A. Coleman, Medical Support of the Army Air Forces in WWII, Office of the
Washington D.C., Surgeonti&eal, 1955, P.662
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380 Norwalk, Rosemary. Dearest Ones: A True World War Il Lore Bew York: John Wiley & Sons, Inc.,
1999, x.
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ARC interview, she was asked how malayericanst at es shedd visited. Ans we
to all of them- bar Maine- she was immediately sent for her physical. Once approved, candidates

undertook a sixweek trainng course at national headarters, followed by a provisional placement

as a domestic military post before deployment overseaaining began, as with all military

socialisation, with instruction on the correct wearing of uniform. By removing indicatiottseir

individual persondies, the uniform helped to morph the women into thaanmousded Cross

Girl6- a template onto wheh mencould project their own imaginings of homEhe military-styled

uni forms al so conveyed tdlreeanawacmdn digim thelime asi hod If n
of the base8! As well as lessons on discussion techniques, training involved aassefts, music,

dancing and activity planning. At the end of the course, recruits were assessed on their competency

in smalltalk382 This training was tended to furnish the women with the practical skills needed to

organise and run recreational actiei bi more importantly, it taught them how be effective

communicators, capable of verbally and wwvanbally transmitting th affect of home.

N o |

a

Figurel5 A Red Cross assistant serves coffee to men at the Thorpe Abbotts aeroclub

381 Madison,James HSlinging Doughnuts for the Boys: An American WomaNarld War 11United
States:Indiana University Pres2007. P.29
382 Madison,James HSlinging Doughnuts for the Boys: An Ameridémman in World War [lUnited
States:Indiana University Pres2007. P.16
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The trarsformative effect hat t he womendés i nteractions had on
account of Birdie Schmidt roclubhlecated a few miles@rontr ect or at
Shipdham. Remarking on the arrival of a new assistant from Langl |§ewYork, Schmidt

explained thatdhe boys were glad to see someone so recently from home. Her effect was magically
nostalgid3s3 As affective remindersf wives and girlfriends back home, the women arguably served a

similar function as the piap gil, as exjored earlier in his chapter. However, such comparisdos

the superficial Vargagirgnor e t he wo me n daffectvity @mmletlhyewormen wetee i r o wn
trained to be, to quote General Eisenhowdhe friendly hand of this nation, reachiagross he

ocear they wee more than just conduitef the homes the men had left bekiieg4 In fact, it could

be argued that the primary role of Red Cros®xkers was to help situate men in the present by

creating a substitute home within the bounds oflabc a fanilial environmebwhere men could

bond with each other away from the anxiety of the airfield. While memories of home could offer
comfort,theyals t hreatened to disrupt the careful align
men towards thepast, this removing themrbm the affective economy of the air base. Evidence for

this argument | ies in the US tothelmoralaaf figlitisgmart t i t ud e
Writing about the significance of homesickness to the American @llidenity throughout hstory,

historian Susan J. Matt argues that the Second World War signalled a turning point in attitudes

towards home. Whereas presus wars had seen attachments to home as a source of martial

strength, by the outbreak of war, nodtga forhome was detrimetal to the emotional health of

service personneks Instead, soldiers were encouraged to transfer their loyalties to their immediat

comrades within their units. A telling example of this attitude can be found i Ai2Division

Headquaters memorandumrbm November 1943, which included a letter describing how things

were ot as rosy as they seem for men who return to the US at #nd of their missions. Many get

stuck in dull jobs and look back fondly on their tirmethe army38¢ The menorandum ordered

copies of the letter to be posted on bulletiboards at Shipdham, presumably to counter any

nostalgic longing for home.

RedCrossst af f pl ayed a pivot al role in easisng mends
conjured by their pst. As Patricizdartnett explained, the most important job of the Red Cross

worker was to provi de an &dithtiehe tasevobthedi@amesick o men d s
soldier, usually means just listening while he tells abougithéne left behinds? By alleviating

anxieties of home through conversation, the women of the Red Cross acted as liaisons between the

WWGEeKS 21 & LG 21 a B2XgekhitpsAvNR B28 nef/shKe¥Birdelhérfaccessed 30th

March 2022].

38 DwightEisenhowerSelected Speeches of Dwight @awisenhower, 34th President of the United States

(U.S. Government Printing @f&,1970), 7.

3gysan J. Me, 1 2 Y S & A Q\p AfericanHisibry (Oxford: Oxford University Prgsz011),203.

386 Reel A1712, 2nd Air Division Headquarters Histanyerican Library.
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past and the present, therefordlaving men to feel more secure in their future. Each month, the

Red Cross Field Directoreported the resultsof its counselhg service to headquarters. In October
1944, Shipdhamds Field Director deal tstopayt h 88 ©pr
medical bills for loved ones back home, divorce enquiries, and requesidddth and Welfare

Reportsdon elderly rdatives3ed The Red Cross also encouraged and aided communication between

men and their families back home by providing letter ingtrooms and stationery. While seemingly
counterintuitive to the attempt to detach mendm their home loyaltis, letter writing was in fact

deemed an essential factor in mor&éeCommander of theEighth Air ForceLt General Jimmy

Doolittle, described mihfrom home as thareatest morale builder in the E.T&° The US Postal

service conalded thatdrequent andrapid communicgon with parents, associates, and loved ones
strengthens fortitude, enlivens patriotism, makes loneliness endurable, andsrispineen greater

devotion the men and women who are carrying out our fight far from lecand friend&?®! As well

as reproducinghe affectsassociated with familial interactions, letters from home served an

important reminder that there was a permanenthem wai ti ng f or men once the
service32 By maintaining emotional connections with home throudtetewriting, men were not

left to long for a nostalgic, idealised past, but a tangible future. Anticipation for aaostorld was
harnessednd employed as a motivating factor, urging men to fight, not just for their comrades, but

the future they hopedo build afterthe war. For example, when asked if he thought about his wife

and newborn son during combat, 448G navigator Ed Mikolowski réed, & es, | think of them

every time | dm up there; anything tliplseammedtdo over
think of everything between times. | remember remarking to Lieutenant DeVinney, the bombardier,

that | was sweating it out fothem 393

The importance of a stable home life is emphasised by the detrimental effect that relationship break
ups had on mora, as show by the significance of breaip letters, nickname®ear Johng A 44h
veteran recalled hovdhe thing that had amiportant impact on the morale of those concerned was
the receipt of adDear Johg letter. This was the notificadn from the fancé, wifeor girlfriend at

home that they had found someone else. Termination of an engagement or a marriage was

388 ¢Oct 1944 History of the 4%¢, B0137 NationalMighty Eighth Museum.

38 JudyBarrett Litoff and David CSmith, "Will He Get My Letter?" Popular Portrayals of Mail and Morale

5dzNA y 3 2 2 NdurRal of Poplilal QulturEol23,No.4.

30Geofrey ButcheE ab SEG G2 F [ S{d S NI FONRREne BaRdBohdon: phe?e2 NJ Df Syy
Books, 1987), 234.

91 gAnnual Report of the Postmaster General for the Fiscal Year Ended June 8QWadRingtorD.C, US

Government Printing Officd,942), 3.

392 Monica JCronin, "U.S. Combat Morale in the World Waise European Theater of Operations"

Undergraduate Honors Thesgx017),50.

393 Redding Skyways to Berlin, 138.
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something vergifficult to deal with from so far awa8f4 Remarking on the negative effect on

morale that a lack of mail causedNavy typisexplainedhat @nly a®ear Johbletter was worsed

we felt, mawkishly, no doubt, that with no one to come back to, a manlesslikely to come

backd®s One apocryphal tale emerged at Thorpe Abbotts air basé&dfliéd the ghost of a ma

who had take his own life after receiving@®ear Johlletter. The superstition that an uncertain

future at home translated into an uncerh future in combat emphasises the importance that men
placed on the emotional connections between their maitiantities ad their civilian ones. To allay

the emotional impact of uncertain futures at home, the Red Cross offered programmes intended to
prepare personnel for life beyond the war. In 1945, the Shipdham Red Cross Field Director

reported that@ur thought was to getthe men more involved with programing in the club

especially educational programs that could apply to their future. They éaid &way from home too

long and needed a positive, hopeful attitude for their futl@esActivities included edwtional

lectures and classes on accounting,rent affairs, farming, and business management. While the
success of these programmes is diffite gauge, they areevertheless illustrative of the gradual
alignment of Shi pdh afutuesratieectimuhe pastt By regronlweiagad s t h e
idealised image of home through the provision of food and recreation, and communication networks,
the base at Shipdham attempted to redirect perso
combat towards a future beyondhe war. The affect of homean therefore be defined as the affect

of hope.

GwSaSkNDK 68 aNB WFO1AS {ddzZ NI FyR AfeianaigawsSt LIK23G231
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Conclusion: Shipdham agkanal Homé

Figurel6 A briefing map in the archives of the National Mighty Eighth Museum (Source: Author)

There is an interesting object in the stga room of the National Museum of the Mighty Eighth
Air Force. It is a briefing map that has been cdtgfiemoved from the wk of an English base and
decoupaged onto a large piece of plywood. On the map afdeweH labels with tB names of
industrial bwns and cities: Cherbourg, Nazaire, Schweinfurt, among others. The largest label,
positioned over EasAnglia, bears the wordélome Sweet Homé The object is a rare surviving
example of a wartime briefing roomap. The scarcity of these artefacts is satprising when one
considers the effort that must have gone into peeling the fragile segments fromathdransporting
them across the Atlantic, before carefully reassembling them for display. It is easydiode that
the map had special significarto the individual who undertook the task, especially considering the
object ds hi s ¢anafieaive sondyatavithin tisedoniefing roan assemblage. The
object still bears the material scars ofetfe missions in the tiny holes created bgwing pins that
once held pieces of string mar ki ng mandthetreld e

day 0 s

stingds pl ayi ng the dayf6s mission route, embtional (

each other. Like the drawing pins stuitkthe map, once removed from these places, the
indentation of the encounter remained as visceral meemwstill capable of aiftivity decades after
the war. As one 44th BG veteran remarkeit,seems to me lookig back that these places are bits
and piees of myself left long ago but always waiting to return to me. The farmland around
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Bradenham and Shipdha. From a small vitie in New Mexico, to a tiny mountain village in
Switzerland and to the wet dampnessEdst Anglia | am always in thgdaces3®” For 44 flier
Jacob T. Elias, it was the affective memories of the war that he carried with himlcheme.
Ruminating orthese visceral memories, he as@hy? | often wonder why. It is now over thirty
eightyears since | left Shipdhamthe-Mud, anl yet, in those halfeal moments before | fall asleep,
my mind flies over the sea to that place | wagppy to leave. A potparri of memories slowly floats
through my consciousness. People, places, smells, vaalenes, rain, hodrost on overhead wirs,
muddy tires on a bicycl@% Even after the wamemembrance was not confined to a deliberate
mental &tivity, but rather @ embodied experience, brought to life in familiar smells, sounds and

sensations.

In the postwar years, uncertain futures chatatsed the agenda of the #Bomb Group Veterans

Association, established shortly after the war. Hoistband of veteransyhose community convened

at annual reunions and through the group newsle@Ball Tés) the purpose of their gathering was

asmuch about securingthe4ds f ut ure | egacy as it was about ru
playjedan mport ant role in the groupd6s memorialisatic
present intersectedFor Jacob T. Elias, who returned to Shiach in 1955, the familiar siof the

runway evoked a lonburied feeling of anticipation of watchingnéssion depart@Jp in the control

tower, broken glass covered the floor, an open door creaked eerilyinithree e ze é | st ood | «
out at the world that seemed deserted by humarsid my mind saw once again the slow moving

l i nes of | umb e groundgrevis avandhiegrwaridy ad theie ships made their run and

lifted off, worrying and prayin@f® Forrest Aark expressed similar sentiments when leturned to

Shipdham in the980s,0Ve returned to Shipdham to view again the tower from which our signal

sent us to Hamburg, Berlin and death in Europe. The concrete was eroding in the harsh English

climate yet he images of youth were still there in tmemaining hangars, barracksd in the murals

painted on the 14th Comdi Wing wallsd% The derelict Siidham, seemingly untouched since the

end of the war, became a place where veterans could return, not justneember, but tofeelthe

past.While the vast majority of the 4#6 sasualties lost their lives over Europe, Shipdham became

significant as a laahing poin® the last stop before men flew off into the uncertain future. It is the

image of the departing o mber s, r epl ayed eiduringhisawsioto theohtrola s & mi nd
tower, that affected the returning veteran, as tliaces flitted thraagh my mind, faces of mérboys,

real ly, but men ahead of their tdmusedéEldh.er e wer e t

¥gnn . D ! aazOhlt (4 NagonavBudedzhdf thalighty Gighdh. ! Y
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Today, the control tower at Bipdham is little more thaa hollowedout shell; a square brieglad

structure with large rectangulawoskets, their window frames removed to expose the bare interior

of the building. Despite plans announced @12 to restore the building for use as @f#is, as of

2022, work has nly extended as far as erecting hoardings and clearing the site of the algghdo

cars that have amassed there over the years. Despite its derelict state, the tower lacks the patina so
frequently associated with airfield structsré the swathes of ivy, theusting metal and shattered

glass. This is due, in part, to the restoratiefiorts of a group of volunteers in the early 1990s, who

had been on their way to achieving a tower that viaster perfect for authenticitpwhen work

ground to a halt stopped\er a disagreement with the landowner. Despite funding amassed by the
American-led &ave our Towelicampaign, work to establish a heritage centre in the old control

tower neverresumedBac k when t he cont rasdteamhingaheaddaseteraa st or at |
commissioned a large granite memorial stone to markthe B mb G rossaspSewerallyears

later, when the control towerds fate uldlkethe i n t he
plague to be removed for sateeping. He declined, asserting the importance of the stone being

viewed in relation to the historic dfield buildings. Theevt er and&s demands emphasi s
of the orientation of objects in the affaéee assemblage of the airfield. Just asnetir were aligned in

collective anticipation of the future, visitors to the site are encouraged to oaenthemselves

towardsthe past.

Figurel7 The former control tower at Shipdina2020(Source: author
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The symbiotic relationshibetween the memorial and its location is emphasised by another veteran

led commemoration effortywhich soughttoexted t he b a s-sdpsbeyordithe r vy

parameters of the airfield. In 1981, the deteribng remains of the airfield site prompted effery

veterans to establish a permanent memorial within the grounds of Shipdham churéhdtsiscbeing

the one place irshipdham that is visited by all who retgraccording to veteran C. Joseph War.
Themonument ds | ocati on niadwas also deemell significant especiallyagas me mo
Shipdham was the only parish church to haddedan addendum to its village war memorial,

commemorating thé@-allen 8 Bomb Command U.S.A.Ai&ddongside the maes of its dead of the

First and Second World Wa. Having consulted with the Diocese on the matter of a new memorial,

Shi pdh a ma. bwinualaged the cBneerns of his Chancellor, who did @tcept that

Shipdham was the #8 ghome basé. He points out that the home base is in Texas or Arizooa

the like where there are appropriate memorials to persd@®Refuting this statement, Warthsaed

the following replyd do feel that your Chancellor may have forgotten a bit of his WWII hisiory

the 44h BG lost over a thousand men (killed & MIA)irily from SHIPDHAM so this was thebitNAL
HOME.GBUnlike the uncertain futures that had dogged thecupants of Shipdham during the war,

now it was the finality of the site that defined its character. By prasgrthe base, and its wider

environs, ashe eternal resting place of the dead, and thus hallowed ground for the descendants of

its victims, theveterans were ultimately successful in persuading the diocese to erect the memorial.

At a service marking thenveiling of the headstorgtyle monument, Revend Irwin displayed none

of his Chancell ords reservati ondthe memaidlimthel c o mme n
shadow of the 90&earold Christian church, which ensured that the memorial v@ssaiated with

the Christian past and the Chrisin present in this villag#3 Continuing his reassurances, Irwin

explained that the memoridlvill be a permanent, visible, reminder of those memaories and of those

years in the life of Shipdhadabove allof $ s er vi cemen who di edinon acti v

the futured

401) etter from @arles J. Warth t&Rev. F. W. Irwin, 28larch 1981, P337/835, Norfolk Record Office
402) etter from Rev. F. W. Irwin to Charles J Warth, 19 October 1981, PD 33v(883k Record Office.
036t I NA aK wS 02 NFDBI7TBIHBNJfHKARRIR Offite. =
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Figure1944th BG Association memorial, Shipdham
Churchyard, 2022 (Source: Author)

(Source: Author)

By reorientating the memory of the group within the secure narrative ofaheient parish church

and the villageds own memorial pract iuseébythe Shi pdr
uncertain future of the airfieldemainsAs Edwar ds ar gues, t he memori al
to O0buryd the idihd aap me d@riesd i cheed d 9vwAEmegdxticlsapters acr ed |
will show, theEighth Air Forcanemoryscapeof East Anglia would be negotiated and shaped

countless interactions between veterans and local people, a discourse that contracted tlamgast

the present, and offered a new definition@bdbmedin the postwar landscape.

404 EdwardsAllies in Memoryl157.
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Figure2044th BG veteran William Cameron looking out over the former runway at
Shipdham, 1988 (Museum of the Mighty Eighth, 2005.0804.0577).
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Chapter Two: Traslocality, affect, and the ghosts of Thorplebatts

Introduction

There was a sense of anticipation in the air as the volunteers of theé Boénb Group Memorial Museum

waited for the arrival of their American visitor, Mike Faley. At rdaly, thedoord t he Museumds
Centre swungopen,and Mke entered, achild i ke smil e beaming across hi s
proclaimed, beforgreeting each of the assembled volunteers with a warm handshake and genial embrace. |
had been t ot¢airivabtbat tbiggestuid wads eefeated evinge he returned to Thorpe

Abbotts. Mike, an American record producer based in Los Angeles,d&s theChairman and @icial
Historianbof the 100" Bomb Group Foundation for close to twenty years. Duritngstperiod, he has made

many pilgrimages to Dinpe Abbotts. While his visits are not always announced (apparently, he once made a
surprise tripin January justto seewhéati t wo ul d foatheenenbrerking thfoughk teedong, cold
English winters he always arrives in style. On this occasibe turned up at the gates in an old American

WWII staff car, wearing aviator sunglasses an@@ Bomb Group baseball cap.

Over the years, Mike mestablished himself as the middleman between the menaféinge 100" Bomb

Group Foundation comprisal mainly of veterans and their familieand the work of the museum at

Thorpe Abbotts. During theafternoon of his visit he met with Ron Batley, thesne u mé6s cur at or ,
copies of wartime photographs heti brought with him from the Statel turn, Mike regularly posts
photos of his trips to Thor pe Ab lmging sthets o supdot F o u
the work of the museum. Thifostering of AngleAmerican relations, particularly thrgin the platform of

online social networks, haseen incredibly fruitful. In 2019, US donations to the museum exceeded UK ones

for the first time, providing funds for renovations and improvemeits.

6l tds good to be homed, Isoverthe course of the aftdfiodneas ha tart s e v e |
between the control tower, the museum archive, and tableswhere volunteers sit and enjoy tirdunch.

At one point someone bemoans the weathelpgw ch i s unseasonably colb&dan
replies Mike, OtdhashesdEightéaf diendcoertce twhhe poor
Bomb Group worked through durintheir stay at Thorpe Abbotts. While there is no metealogical

evidence that Norfolk experienced excessivelyl@ncent weather in 19435, Mikéé s obsisr vati on
indicative of the impact that collective and imagined memories have had on the collective i

100h Bomb Group. The formation of wartimeuttural geographies resonates with historian Pyrs Grufi&idd

405100 Bomb Group Memorial Museum, Annual Report, 20039
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argument that the symbolic widgpen skies iad distinctive light of soutleastern England has become

synonymous with the RAF in collective meres of the warté

6Battl e of MHEghthtAimFomewe lait @ ® damd eb6 j ust tulated withintheé h e
cultural imagination of th&econd World War, not least the persistent representation of the conflicbak h e
Good Wartd ,byf aduhgeh 6 Gr esd Evendntthe Goatexef late-tiventietn dentury

memorialisation and politicisatipthe6 | egend of t he B ladkable yn thédaxtentdto vehitht h 6
mythma ki ng has featured i n t hmemory. Ouingdhe waritselfotfwastfelt e

t h a & Bloody Hundredth was already the group about which legevel®e developin©8 At the centre of
themythwvas t he reputation ofdhdrmudc&kBl oady i Hyn daar edtstcd
suffering particularly heavy casualties durilgthgr oup 6s first few monfoudthte i n
missions in those early months, the 10thtOloer 1943raid on Minster went the furthest in solidifying the

6Bl oody Hu n é%0a this day 21IBgdeparted Thorpe Abbotts, with just 13 reaching the

target in Germany. Of these, only ondRosi@ s  R,ipiloted bg ltt Robert Rosenthalreturned to base.
Theories quickly emerged as to why the 100th was seemingly bearinguhedfrthe Luftwaffé s mi ght |,
including a story that one of the gr daspmiastofpl anes
surrender), only to open fire o the Luftwaffe fighters escorting it to the ground. Despite historical analysis
showing tlatthegr oupds casualty rates over t heighthoAir Fosce o f

aver age, Huhned réeBditohodd yni c k name gyhadstick.. s associ at ed

As the OfficialHistorianfor the 100" Bomb Group (a title bestowed by th£00h BG Foundation), Mike
Faley has immersed himself in the personal, collective, and imagined narratives of tHe imé.prominent
figure in the activities ahe Foundation, acting as the gatekeeper for donated collections and veteran
interviews, wilst dso disseminating this knowledge in the form of books, symposiums, and web atticles.
Unlike the majority of 100 Bomb Group Foundation members, Mike hasfamily ties to the Eighth Air
Force, but was instead drawn to the Group by a historicatiiaation with the air war over Europe and a
childhood delight in the Hollywood picturéwelve ® C | o @&thke sthrifinge lof which (according to the

Foundation) idoosely based on the exploits of the 108omb Group#!!

406pyrs Gruffuddd wS I OK F2NJ GKS {1e@Y ¢KS | A DNihdsep&ReSegréhMolla K / dzf ( dz
No. 2 (1991)19¢24.

407Kenneth RoseMyth and the Greatest Generation: A Social Histé#xmericans in World War (Taylor &

Francis2012), 1-9.

408 Horace Variangd.), The Bloody Hundredth: Missions and Memories of a World VBanib Groug100"

Bomb Group Association, 197%.

4091an HawkinsThe Munster Raid: Bloody Skies Gzermary. (AER0O1990), 18.

“nterview with Mike Faley, 10 October 2019

41Donald L. MillerEighth AiForce (London: Aurum, 20088.
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Mikeds i nvol vement wipgth thethReuprpdatiyodh9bBbO0Os, at a t
still consisted primarily of veterans and thairmediate family members. This geographichdigersed group
came together at annual reunions to renew digkndships and recount shared expEices. Mike described

his first experience of attending one of these reunions, remarking how he feltasilewé on t he o
| ooki ng i n dtharsomlofenfgméiar faceddIt raises the question of howlike, and others

who haveno persondmemories of the war, have become such integral features of this veteran community
An exploration of this queson illustrates the gradual shifts within tH®0h Bomb Group community from a
small group of waweariedveterans, united by their personalamories of the war, to a mulijjenerational

and transnational community immersed in the collective memorialisabf the 100th Bomb Group. The
increased inelvement of the Foundation in the creation of heritage digses at Thorpe Abbotts, and the
devebpment ofthegroups own affective practices, such as r
intergenerationastorytelling, have all been integral to stréimgning the identity of the 100Bomb Group as

a translocatommunity, and in fostering a sensebelonging within its membership.

Appadurai usestheter@mt r ansl ocal i tyd t o dtedscommiuritiesbéchme way s
extended by the diasparof their inhabitantst? Translocal communities are not nessarily based around
national identits but can refer to groups brought together by shared religious, worB or the case of the

100" Bomb Group- military loyalties. This reconfiguration dfdé social architecture of a community does

not automaticallymean that the locality of their forméhome is eroded, but instead, the distinctiveness of

the situated place is often reinforced as an anchored sewf meaning and identity for its dispersed

subjects. This is what allows the proverbialh o me | ain sléh resooanag avithin diasporic retives.

Paul Basu has provided a particularly insightful example of the continued significance of place in the
imagination of diasporic communitiesin hieggent ati on of the Scotti schd Hi
that continues to play an integradle in the configuration of selflentities414

As Appadurai emphasises, the production of locality is a emstruggle; a statement that applies as much

to translocal communities as it does to situated neighthmads. Social actors must work hard tefine,

produce, and maintain locality by engaging in both physical and intangible localisation practicawy Refer

the challenges to locality posed byplghlsation, new technoloigs,and forced migration, Appadai suggests
that6t he manyediespligdacead,al i zed, and transient popul
engaged in the constructiamf | ocal i ty, a s#5 &veslquegtiorts amesge foim f eel |

Appadured s i deas about tr ans| o ceadsastugypreserded in this thdsig They i

“2Michael Faleyd h dzii & A RS 108"BE Royrdatidny ¢
https://100thbg.com/index.php?option=com_ content&view=arti€liel=266:outsidelooking
in&catid=25:groughistory&ltemid=581accessed 15 December 2019

413 Arjun AppadurgiModernity at Large?.

414 paul BaspHighland Homecomings: Genealogy and Heritage Tourism in the Scottish DigRpotizdge,
2007.

45AppaduraiModernity at Large199.
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first question concerns t he 0extoerstt rtuac tvehdi am dt hma |
translocall00" Bomb Group communitylerives fom the locality produced at Thorpe Abbotluring the

wars? 1 it is indeed a perpetuation of the affective connections established between members of the 100

BG andtheir baseduring the war, how exactly has this gtture of feeling been maintained amansmitted

when the relationality and ethnography of thenamunity has shifted over space and time?

While there are no hard and fast answers to these questions, itsgee#o interrogate them by reframing

the translocal community of the 100BG, notasad st ruct ured6 of feeling, but
Guattari ds metaphor of the rhizome provwiTdees t he
rhizome is arontology that allows for multiple, lateral eytand exit points, as opposed to theot-tree

system, which by its nature focuses on chronolagy hierarchy. This relational perspective is particularly
useful for assessing the relationship between pladecammunities within the context of transloas.

Rather than viewing Thorpe Ablis as the trunk of a tree and the members of the translooanmunity as
branches, it is perhaps more productive to see the former base as a node in a compleghaneig

network of relations, connecting people, pés, material culture and contextsoiBowing Appadurd s
terminology, translocality can be viewads a net wor k of i nterconnected
social actions can be generated and intetpe4’ The spatiatemporal context of wartimeThorpe Abbotts
plays an importantale in the 100 Bomb Group network, one whickias discussediChapter Ong is itself

formed of a myriad of contexts, and in turn produces new contexts.

Researchers of traslocality have also found Deleuze and Gu#itar concept of acslale mbl
pertinent to the study of networks and flows betwe@eople and places, particularly the emphasis on
translocality as something that is constantly emerging, ratiem & finished product. Assemblage also
stres®s the importance of spatiality ameimporality and the shifting connections between people aadgy,
which will always appear slightly different according to the viewpoint of the subject withastsenblagy18
As Freitag and von Oppen argue, transldgas a phenomena that is nevemlst, rather it is the outcome of
a multitude of circulationsral transfers of people, objects, ideas and symbols across physical, cultural and
political boundarie$t® It is byassessing these movements and interactioasttie nature of the translocal

community carbe better understoodt20

416 Deleuze and GuattarA Thousand Plateay3-26.

417 Appadurai, 1996184,

“18Colina OCE NI F ySS G¢NI yat 208K I iR Sx3 Ok BEOBMWAVEENMDP)E 4 £32 6
562

MW ENRTS CNBAGEZI | yR | OK A AppreaghyTo Gondlet$igh 2And T ddsigranfAge® | t A & QY
Studies" Translocality(The Netherlands: Brill, 201,(5.

420While aware of the differences in theory of assemblage (as presented by Deleuze) and ANT (Latour), in

this thesis | will use the terms assemi#aand network interchangeably for the purposes of theorising a

dynamic, fluid socianaterial world. See Migr and Schurr for an idepth discussin of the similarities and

differences of both approachea  NIiAy adzf £ SNJ | YR / I NRirig&and actoDdtnaMNE & ! & a S
theory: conjunctions, disjunctions, cre$sS NIi A t XIAG VibolA12N63 (R06) 217-229.
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Research into the activitgf the 100th Bomb Group community reveals a web of circulatory processes,
ranging from the physical circulatioh bodies at reunions and the transfer of otie to the museum at

Thorpe Abbotts, to the circulation of collectivend imagined memories throbghewsletters and social

media channels. The performance of such practices not only reinforces the intedtiky wanslocal

community, but also stabiliséise individuad s posi ti on within the elawiage mbl
and kinshipThischapter will begin by exploring the transformation of the diasporic post veteran

community into a distinctranslocal network, brought together through affective language of storytelling
that framed the individual veteras both a survivor and a tmiess. Taking a chronological approach, it will
argue that the creation of the 1060Bomb Group Association irhie late 1970s provided the impetus for a
rangeof affective practices that have helped to maintain the emotionalexions between members tfie

60 1®9B0)o mb Gr oup Fami |l y atTromaAbbotiseAs fvall asmamalysing lzow these

emotional cmnections have been passed down to descenddmtsigh intergenerational transmission, | will
explore why the militay commanders of the 180Bo mb Gr oup 6s US Aidrthe FOOhAic e d ¢
Refueling Wing at Mildenh&@lhave worked diligently to sire their own place within the translocal

community.

In the second half of the chapter, | will turn my attentionTiborpe Abbotts and the alesnt presences that
permeated the landscape after the departure of the Americans at the end of the war. Farctilgpkople

who were forced to live among thauins of the US occupation, the materiality of the airfield seethedt wit
personal and imagined menes. Through the theoretical lens of hauntology, | will evaluate how relationality
between object and subjegtas pivotal in determining how absence andsereces were conjured and
processed at Thorpe Abbotts, by local peopledareturning veterans aliké.astly, | will show how both
groups came together in the | at e tpré&énbesthroughtren ef f
restoration of the cortrol tower and its dedication as a memorial museum. As part of a tratisnal

heritage narrativet, he contr ol tower facilitates o6the retur

careful entwinement afnemory, identity and affect.

The post-war diaspora and the role of storytelling in the creation of a translocaf"Bomb

Group community

The transformation of the 100th Bomb Group from a situated wartime community to a-tigfittranslocal
network was by no means instantaneous. Like the 44imB Group at Shipdham, the men who served in
the 100th were plucked fnm every state and stratumfdhe US. Unsurprisingly, the diaspora of its members

during and after the war was equally-faaching. Even dthorpe Abbotts, the population of the base
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fluctuated and shifted over time, agesult of casualties, replacememnsassignments artlschagest?!

Only a minority of thegroups member s had been professional sol
desred to extend their time in uniform, with anreny survey finding that a mere three per cent of soldiers
planned to pirsue a military career beyal the war422 Demobilisation brought with it new horizons,

whether through the offer of a free college educatiand low business rates via the G.I Bill, oe tthance to
finally put down roots with wives and sweethearts. Foe timajority of those who senaat Thorpe Abbotts

- a figure estimated at around 7,000 peopleeer relations forged during the war were in&ably weakened,

or dispatched of completelygs men found themselves relieved of the common missioreapdt decorps

that had brought the grup together in the first place. Despite the dramatic shiftinthe glowp s oc i al
architecture, there is evidercthat at least some relationships betweempary groups were maintained in

the immediate postvar years, particalrly between men who had sesd togetherin close combat. As
veteran Harry Crosby noted, ©6no makeepdarrtoudthand sthgar &
frequentreuniong¥23 Indeed, research conducted during the war found that 85 per cent of army personnel
were consideringoining aveterans organisation in peatiene 424 When asked what activities these
organisations should engagetime most common answer was to offer help acmlinselling, followed by
opportunities for social activities and recreatit® The importance ofriter-veteran relationships as a way of
easing the transition from militay civilian life is explained in ad®pamphleb Why do Vet er an
Organi zaésewhiedhthat O6Friends in war are friends
the samemill. Tdk the same language, have a common stake ifi thet 436 he importance of a shared
language is impaaht to understanding how the veterans of theh Bomb Group regrouped after the war.

In her study of imperial German military culture, IsaHell argued that to understand orgaseid behaviour

within military institution®d one must begitn dnyl ye]x atmh en i pnagt t[enroms i n
the groupds |l anguageémyths, expl anat idoctimesi*dThe ev en
notion that veterangroups circulate a shared mythologyemphasised in more recent sociological reska

which has suggested that former servieeps onnel can often bridge 6a cuU
civilian worlds through collectivetoryt el | i ng, whi ch all ows vet erbangs t

by fostering camaraderie, stimtitay deeper connections and countering the atige effects of post

21q m MiQuartermaster Co.dg, 1942w pnp € TSR® al NA2y 5&® Cdzf G2y FyYR 9RgIl N
Conway,https://100thbg.com/index.php?option=com_content&vieavticle&id=60&Itemid=13Faccessed '3

December 2019.

422 samuel A StouffeThe American Soldier: Combatdaits Aftermath. Volume I(Princeton:Princeton

University Press, 1949598

B3 NNE |/ NP MandisTriptil98RING" RGEMedrial Musan.
424 Stouffar, The American Soldes23.
425 ibid

“%Dixon Wectelg K& 52 +SGSNIya& hNHFYAT SK94492L w2dzy RG0S tIY
4271sabel VHull, Absolute Destruction: Military Culture and the Practices of War in Imperial Ge(itizagya,
2004) 2.
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traumatic stresglisorder28 Storytelling, as a relational act that emotitipdinds veterans together cainc a | |
individuals into groups, and they call on groups to assert comishemtities¥2° Just as the Wingert mural at

Shipdham@ns mi tted affect by circulating the shared
visualimagery, postvar texts sought to canonise the identity of the bomb group through the use of affective

langage.

Indeed, he practice of storytelling,grformed in print and ifperson, has been central to the establishment
and maintenance of the 100Bamb Group as a translocal community. As rapid pastr demobilisation

moulded onetime distinctive military oits into a homogenous mass of returned-parsonnel, mythmaking
provided a means of creating the unique cultural identity and collective meaidine 100" Bomb Group.

As veteran Harry Crosby mused, ©6The dlefedd. During the a |
war and since, airmen havold and retold the 100trstories¥3° By the end of the conflict, the grodps
notorietyasa hddruck & unit had gone some way to ensur i ng¢
ifthisfamewasbade on t he uni 4396 A 1946iaficle in theDygily foveaifdr éxample, .

announced that eight veterans of the 100th Bomb Graewgre attending the University of lowa, going on to
describe howdhe heavy casualties suffered by the 100th helpedterthe famouginxélegend but even

more fantastic is the fact that there are eight survivors of girexGnow attending class abwa 4320 he
articleds focus on what it describes as the¢edl eg
imagined memories of the group played i tcreation and maintenance of the 100th Bomb Group

translocal community as a band of suoriwitnesses, as well as veteramie symbolic significance of the
6storyd of t isidustiEtediredampaigiyy bdmb grauges of the® Air divisbn to create a
memorial libraryin Norwich. A fundraising pamphlet, distributed across aisds dring the last months of

the war, assert edstbe &arituallyliving thid Mée fmo r i & lifields aré flosvedaip,

and all vestiges of thehaos of war have disappeared in time, this will remain a perpetual tribute to their
memoryd to their faithinanideaThe noti on of the memori al as ©O0a
principles must burtbrightly and eternallywhereinthe bewilderel, stumbling footsteps of succeeding
generations can be unerringly placed on the righd t duvsxbat es t he signi fi cance
guiding the actions of future generatiod$By investing in a meonial library, the memory of the Eighth is

quite literally preserved in its storie®. | t  wi | | have a RodihoundbisioH,@amsame o f

428N, Caddick NC. Poenix CB.{ YA UG KZ &/ 2t t SéHbeing Ysing 8 daBichlanarratyfeR &

approach to understand peer relationshipsiong combat veterans experiencing poigtumatic stress

RA a 2 NGuSaNEf Health Psycholagyol 20, N@& (2015),286-299.

29W. I NIIKdzNE a1 SFE GK &aid2NR S 3 Hdalth VD 2006)d01ca40E | yR adzowa2SOidA
40 | NNE |/ NP &0 esEriptd 910" BGAS drial Musglioz

43lvVarian,The Bloody Hundredthy.

2 f22Re ManilKYdzy B & G STHESDAFGWETSBR May NI56.

433 gThe Flame Must Burn ®@WC 376/380/4, USF 20/@&merican Library.
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busts of our bigwheelsetcd r emar ked veter an Rtuvdablllike mosefalinstiat i n
it will have an individuahsrt history of each group , h e c3BFRoraniany detechns who supported the
campaig, it was he notion that the actions of their bomb groups would be immortalisat sanctified

within the vaunted shelved the memorial library that attracted them teupport the project.

The transition of these stories from oral tradition to histogtfolkloreoccurred in the immediate poswar

years with the compilation and circulation of printed histories, starting9a6 with the selpublication of

John Nilssnd $he Story of the Cenfuayiterary work which provides an overview of tAi®0" Bomb

Gr o unptéwsrthy missions and anecdotes of base life. Presumably written during the last months of the
war, the text 6 by ho means nostalgic. The realities ofi@awrarfare are laid bare on each page, in the
divulging of graphic details of injuriisd deathsuffered in combat, and sexual liaisons whilst on leave t
niceties of civilization had become hallucinatidasthe women sold themselves, and rocké&dl on

Londorf wrote Nilsson436 By the end of the book, the events of VE Day only served to lgbhthe loss

suffered by the original members of the group, most of whom had been killed, taken prisoner or
demadilised,d6 A f t-EeDay, tfe barracks were derted of®ld merbof the 100th in the $S2 building, clerks
shuffled papers which had been sbgtthe graves registration service in Germany, a pile of hundreds of
papers. They told where the broken bodiesli T h e wa4’The lrstederinteuno f6 Ni | s s on ¢
book, coupledwithi t s i ncl usion of a | i st o fformeomemnbers,isuggkstt a i
that the publication was primarily intended for distribution among veterans. Indeedpfies that

occasionally crop up for salegigally bear the inscriptiondfhe bookds ori gi nal own
squadron to which they betmed.

While The Story of the Centhegan to articulate the shared experiences of the war years, it was a work
published the following year that solidifitee importance of collective stytelling in reestablishing

emotional connections between the mefithe 100th. Resulting frormore than two years of effort by the
Headquarters section, both on the base at TherAbbotts and in the months after the wapntrails, my war
record1947)setoutto6 c o mme mor at e and memor i alOihthmugh ehyeabdole r o i
style collection of photographs, smembersé&3Ihanti pbe
war recordod bompkdsespurhppasda heas not only to provi
wartime activitiesput alsoprovide a surrogatediary that could supplement or stasid forani ndi vi du al
personal memories. While the étusion of submissions from acrosetBomb Grouf® s p e presented e |
Contrailes a pl ural i stic doc umprovided bytthe &S Armoyoi krs OF of rocr eedwso

prominent leaders, including Henry H. Arncldhe wartime chief in command ohé US Army Air Forcelt

4 Frank MeeresNorfolk at War Wings of Freedom (Amberley Publishing, 2Q15t)

436 John R. NilssoiThe Story of the Centu(@alifania: self-published, 194§ 93.

437Nilsson,The Story of the Century08.

438 John F. Callaghan (e@ontrails, my war record: a history\Wobrld War Two as recorded at U. S. Arnir
ForceSation #139, Thorpe Abbotts, near Diss, county of Norfolk, Edglamited States: Contrails
Publications, 1947 V-VI.
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had been Arold who, in 1942, had ordered trained historians to be placed in every Air Force unit,
understandig the need to create a historical record as events happéstelr no | d 6 s Goypalgno v a |
the form of his congratiatory foreword endorses the bookaan aut hori sed biograph
and a product of his own historigng efforts. Depi t € Ar nol dd6s own emphasi s ¢
historical accountsgContrailperhags unsurprisingly presents a much raganitised version of events

compaed to Nillsonds wor k.

Whereas Nilssob s account ended with a bkemadesContailbeginse 0 b
with a poem, asking Saint Peterdol et t h e m wake &hoke tgaih tb eem dawns fifgdith sun

not war. And may theirpeat be deep. Re member wh#®oThe introbpectiMer o k e n
exploration of the mental anghysical costs of the war ifihe Story of the Centisgrdiscarded irfContrailin

favour of a collective narrative thaelebrates, rather than commiseratele actions of the hardlick group.

While the statistical losses of the 10@Bomb Group were son proven to have been no worse than other
Eighth Air Forceunits, the decision to ebracethed Bl o ody Hu n deasabadgéof honmoark n a m
rather than asymbol of military futility would prove vital in preserving the distinctive identity and culture

that the 100 Bomb Group had worked hard to cultivate. The proliferation of the teBioody Hundredth
exemplifies the adttive language that developed aftiee war; a lexicon that reframed the veterans as

resilient survivor s jfiedspirits. 6 br oken bodies® as sanc

It was a sense of group distinctiveness that prompted Group Adjutaotr ac e Var itmaybed o wr
that all Bomb Groups were much alikéertainly their dayto-day lives and missions were similar. People
who were in other Groups and kow of our friendships, the visiting, the reunions and the continuing esprit,
tell methat the 100th may have had somethidifferent. Itd i 44 Widile an abunédnce of written histories
and memoirs helped to circulate and canonise the gbogp d i s tturahidentity {@eproxirmately twenty
books about the 100th had begublished by 1988), it was physical reunions thalifated the
strengthening of intepersonal connection2 With origins in the regimental rallies organised for Civil War
veterans, milary reunions have played a recognised role in US veteran cuinpe the late nineteenth
century443 As well as attempihg to reconstruct the distinctive sial networks of the wartime group, these
reunions have historically offered physical and mengapsrt for attendees, as well as opportunities for
reflection andcommemoration. As Connerton argues, memories are notydnscribed through the

production and circulation of cultural texts but are also embedded into the b&dyReunions, as a

439 )Redefining History: Air Force embraces the past for a more efficient fjtihenan,
https://airman.dodlive.mil/2018/10/09/redefininghistory/, [accessed 20 April 20R1

440ibid

441lvarian The Bloody Hundredthiii.

442 100" BG Reference Guiégl00" BG Foundation
https://www.100thbg.com/index.fmp?option=com_content&view=article&id=260:1006tgreference
guide&catid=25&Itemid=58[laccessed 20 A 2021]

443Wecter,Why Do Veterans Organize?,

444 paulConnerton. How Societies RememhdCambridge: CUP, 19892-104.
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convergencef memoryinscribed bodies that interact with one another in féiaxisocial arrangements,

helped to reaffirm affectiveonnections and foster asenseofbelgi ng wi t hin the grou
population.For 100h veteran John Clark, it wa®ot until hisreconnectionwith his former100h Bomb

Group comradeghat he ha @ place to share his feelings, which were still expeal in strong feelings that

fewcanunder &t and. 0

For 100th veteran Harry H. Crosby, whaahottmade t h¢
arbitrary factors that forced thentogether, such as a common cause and generational dispositions, but the
distinct culture that emerged within #hgroup 446 Crosby argues that duringthe 180 s t i me over s
t he o6witty ndsehargdehunsoar that befpasd&ustain the marough the reality of conflicand
ensured that their postvar friendship vas built on more than just shared nafgialaden memories, but
rather a mutual shared language and genuine friend$tdp&rosby,post-war reunions not only provided a
venue forthe exchange oivar stories, but also opportunities to fall back into faarilconversation and
mutual affectios. This dual purpose is reflected in the itinerary of the first evertlBG reunion held in
New York City in 1947. The culmination oftwoyeas 6 wo r k th Boyb Grdup Relinito® Committee,
whose planning had begas soon as the war ended, the evémtited mentod j oi n hands with
warti me bud d4 Ehe scloedute or tegearimiméuded an official welcoming, talks from
former base commanders, followed by the main ew@tite reunion dinner. Fothose wanting a material
reminder ofthe event, souvenirs bearing the emblem of their former group were available from the reunion

0 FBX (Post Exchange istoresfouadondSwaebages)ven to retail

The structured format, which allowed for peds of informal socialising, foll@d by formal

commemorative duties and receptions, aimed to strike a balance between the miitarglities of

the war years and the camaradeof a family reunion. An unfortunate consequence of the rigidity of

the reunion format and its emphasis on tsbared experience of comhawvas that its attendees

were disproportionately weighted towards airews. While organisers never actively discaged

the attendance of ground per s oavehaegli,t avtaorrtsidmea tp rtehj
bottom of the base hierarchy and pilots at the top, persisted for decades after thé4d@he

collective memonyof the 100 Bomb Group, constructed and @ulated through limited channels,

never fully represented the social malp of the wartime unit; a failing thatgpsists within the

MSYW2 Ky | ®  a A §thirSidiof thie KB BainB Gryup, H.16

446 _etter from Harry H. Crosby to Frank Murphpvember 30 19932005.804.369ational Museum of the
Mighty Eighth

“abSe |, 2N)] ™ GOUTBombSGdaypAFauyidation,
https://www.100thbg.com/index.php?&option=com_content&view=article&id=28&Iltemid=174&gallery=50
[accessedtMarch 202).

448Wells Courageand Air Warfare149.
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community, which remains disproportionately made up of air crew veterans aid th

descendant&?

It goes without sayinghat the 100 Bomb Group communitpetweenthe years 194%0 1970

never encapdated the entirety, or even the majoi t vy , of the groupds veterar
communication methods and the wide dispersal of its membregant that opportunities to renew

wartime bonds were limited to a core nucleus of veterans, most obmthad served togeer in

bomber crews. However, it waduring these postvar years that the beginnings of the ¥0Bomb

Group as an affective transldeGammunity took place. Emotional communities, Rosenwein argues,

have their own discourse of emotion wdh provides a comon vocabulary for feeling, articuiladg,

and evaluating the passions of its memB&¥By developing an affective language based otimear

connections, mythicised stories, and collective memories, a smadlesion of 100 BG veteras

were able to proggate the beginnings of a pegar vederan community, creating the impetus for

the networkoés expansion from the 1970s onwards.

0Theft of belongingd: | nter g"dBonbiGtpi onal tr art

Foundation

The 100th Bmb Group Associatin (renamed the 100 Bomb Group Foudation in the 1990s) was officially
established in 1969 for the purposes of publishing newslettedsorganising group reuniaf® The growing

desire for an organisation that would formalise and expthe relatively srll, but closeknit, network of

100" Groupers reflected the shifting priorities of the veteran population in the US. As one military
commentator noted, for the veteranofwab ot h t empor al and geograp@ijc
a truism that waghe root cause of a wider trend ofgoticipation inEighth Air Forcer et er ansd or g
in the 1970s and 80%2 One of the main fuations of theEighth Air ForceHistorical Society, established in
1975, was to maint ai n[d o h oEght AirrForcevgtbrans \gititheit uni t r e u n
vet er ans &YThisachange i atiitues dvas driven by the nostdiglen ralisation that, fomany,

the war was a touchstone of memory and the pinnacle of their achievements. As ohd8@0etgan

noted,

A

6not hi ng vencompgreditatfose mbnths thaeseem so short now, but seemed like an

eternity at the time. Eytining in life thétas followed has been an@miax. No friends have ever

449 nterview with Nancy Putman, 18@BG Foundation secretary, 19 August 2020.

40Barbara H. RosenweiRmotiona Communities in the early Middle Agé&ew York: Cornell University Press,
2007), 25.

45lvarian,The BbodyHundredth, 1979

452\Wecter,Why Do Veterans OrganizeR

453 ¢First reuniord, Folder 1170693 Eighth Air Force Archive, Penn State
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compared to the buddies | had then. Tisatian of life has never been sakegperienced and the

experience of death has never been soke=rgyr €4t t ed . 0

The importanceof nostalgia in th renegotiation of wartime memories is particularly apparent when veteran
recollections are comparedtthe findings of a 1945 governmenirgey, which deduced that more than 80

per cent of US army personnel felt that their time inumifon had beé¢éwed &nx@lgatiate nc e
had seeminglghiftedby the 1970s, as veterans increasingiraened their personal memories in an

affec¢ive language congealed by nostalgia and collective remembBfaRegt of this renegotiation of # past
involved attempts by veterans to contextualise their experiences into the wider history dEidjieth Air

Force This trend is reflected in membershif the Eighth Air ForceHistorical Societywhich had grown

from 390 members in 1975 to 14,273 k84456 An important motivation for these preservation efforts

was the sense that the collective memories of the war yeaese fading with the attritionofveer ans . 0
100h is history. What are we going to do aboutd? asked t he dieSpldsher Sitlge 1a0f an

Bomb Group AssocinH880nd6s newsl etter

An obvious solution to this population demé was to encourage younger generatao join the translocal
community, in the tradition of othelJS hereditary military organisatispsuch as the Sons of the Revolution

and the Children of the Confederaésg Through active participation in the 10Bomb Group Association,

it was hoped thathe sons and daughters of veterans would perpetuate theectille memories of the

Group. AsSphsherSik e port ed, Odmany members have enroll ed 1
Members in the hope that they withrry on [the legacy], and they urgel | member s 40 do t
Shaking off their reputation asasculine environments, the reuniooisthe 1970s were increasingly attended

by wives and children; t heitro gneutnseseradfdOmifredpgdimtite t o
late 1960s to largescale reunions attended by over 300 in in thédaing decadego This figure had

increased thredold by 1987, when 924 members attended the California reutfibrhile some young

people may have been lesdlling, others actively embracedtilep por t uni ty to | earn &
wartime experiences. Gary Christopher recalled how reans were the place where his father, Dewey
Christopher, came alive as he maartime friends and resumed decadgld conwersations62 As well as

providinganmpor t ant bonding activity, Garyds inelusio

4541 etter from Jbin A Miller 1979 2005.804.369NationalMuseum of the Mighty Eighth

455 Stouffer, 1949623; EdwardsWorld War 1l and the Politics of Transatlantic Commemoratid#,

456 EdwardsWorld War Il and the Politics of Transatlantic Commemoratfids.
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48W E Daviedatriotismon Parade: Story of Veterans and Hereditary Organizations in Americal 9083
(Boston:Harvard Historical Studies, 1974.
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lasting #ective connections within the 186G community, culminating in his cant role as a Foundation

board memberFor other descendants particularly thosenvhose fathers refused to relate their wartime
experiences gravitation to the translocal 160BG community resulted from what could be described as a
6geneal ogiiocnadl fcoosntneercetd a f 43 Brawing dnahie workmpiaPaw Cohnéron, d e a t
Vikki Bell argues that these intergenerational dispositions are not necessarily transmitted-taimanan,

but between humans and their environments, including interactotisphotographs, text, and embodied
practicesof remembering® As a felt dispositin, these connections also have affective potential, particularly
when subjects encounter specifici st or i c al environments andThebj ect
discovery of a wartime photograph inherlatéefaer 6 s possessi oned foonre evxeat nepr
daughter to seek out information about his service, leading her to become a eravhthe 100 Bomb

Group Foundation and a regular attendee of reuniéfis

As an intergenerational organisation, thed®@omb Group Foundation providesfeamework for

descendants to explore and strengthen genealogical connections. As well as assisilngrs by providing
historical information from their archives, th@@ndation actively encourages members to contribtd the
groupds c ol | byadaying ¢he Wartimerekpereerices of their fathers and grandfatBgtasher
Sixthe Foundatnds quarterly newsletter, h as icdl @ceountsandp | a c
news since its launch in 1976 title, rather aptly, referstothevar t i me homi ng bheacon
which transmitted signals to guide the gr@dup p | ato €hsrpebAhbotts It is atitle that is symbolic of

the process it nowfacilitates within the postvar community. JustssContrail®e f f er ed a rrétikeo | | e
of the war,Splasher Sixr ovi ded veterans with the tenhfowyoefelt o 6
whom you respected, and what 4§laturn,dwas Bopedthathtesen e c a
personal memories would providen emotional history of theawar , provi ding histor
view, the smell, the swea, t e As fvall asrhélping to shape the historical record, the publication of
wartime experiences on the same paageletters, poems, and bulletins ohicling the present day lived

the 100" community, ensured thahe events of thavar were ne\er grictly consigned to the pastather,

they lived on in the present as a continual reminder of the purpose and gyidinciples of the Foundation
Theseemotional histories serveddshe pul se of the transl ocal osgo mmu
and reaffirming the affective connections that its membersttekkach other, and the places that these

events unftded.

463VikkiBell Culture and Performance: The Challenge of Ethics, Politics antisterheoryOxford:Berg

Publishers, 200733.
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WhereasSplasher Shad beemopulated by the firshand ecollection of veterans, more recently it is the
retelling of war sbries by children and grandchildren thatsfits pagesOver time this intergenerational

weaving of historical narrates has become integral to the Foutidad s i dent i tsyoundiggp | as h
editor, 100th veteran Harry Croshy, asked readersin 19856 How can we do our par
memories alive, to retain the spirit we had when we fought and died for somethaigvas bigger than any
ofuscouldqui t e urfedQuotisgtCamddDy 6 s question in an editori
Nang/ Putman asserted the continued significanc8mésher Sig this preservation effort, asserting that

t hr ou g lge odhistory, biogaaphy and geneasial perspectives, Splashemnmains focused on telling

the stories of the 100th, thenand o WeTh e si gni fi cance of these 6gene
bet ween t he 06t hetBoamGioumiemdonstated irt ahother hrlcle in theame edition,
titled O6What | want mygrsamdéf dtoh ¢ re@dn thit/ided tims autimoe i v a
relays the wartime stories that her grandfather had recounted to her as a child. This igddlloy an

account of her own emotionaxperience of visiting Thorpe Abbotts, and her efforts to share her

gr andf at h e ngdith her bwm expegiences, o heryoung sqrisordert o 6 pass on th
greatness t o t4iEhe paekagimof gvatime expetienaeswdthin tHexicon andraditions

of commemoration not only teaches the next generation what to commemoiatealso how they should
remember. The positioning of second geneutafthéirons
direct connection with eterans) affords them an important place in the translocal community, and in turn, a
daunting espnsibility to share their knowledge with others as an act of preservation. A similar burden is
placed on the shoulders tfie offspring of Holocaust survivarargues Berger, who suggests that the writing

of secondgeneration witnesses must comprise afpcularistic and universalistic dimension in its attempts to
transform genaocidal history into story for the benefit of alts within the community and those @ide of
it4s2Adopting the notion of O6voluntar ylivnpGreenbargyt 6 p U
Berger suggests that the secegdneration negotiate their own Jewish identity by wilfully writing aboat th
Holocaust. For the offspring of 10BG veterans, the act of engaging with wartime history through

structured channels of artitation has the power to bind identity and foster a sense of belontjing.

Literature addressing no st al gi ¢ b sseédahe gléamnhgt dur $emss of loeinglace is driven by

our memories, personal and imagined. The act of remembering pastsegamntimportant cultural practice

that anchors us in society4 Engagement with the 10Bomb Grou@d s h i st o r yarch, writingo u g h

and evenreenactmenthas al |l owed member s of al | generations

49Nancy Putmand ! b 2GS C NP Splashét Spwintere@2e. NE
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collectve mamory, in turn securing their own place within the translocal netwdrkturn, these practices
have produceodr §dextas body meeffailihgitotpevide & direcereptedertationwfh i |
the past, reveal a great deal about the atdl memory of the war and its modes of transmission. Marianne

Hi rsch devel oped the term 6 phxlstherfelonaust goitinuesto sthapes ¢ r i
the |ives of sur vi v @osstmemodddesailentideastationship dirtbei@enklrations ¢ h
afterdbears to the personal, collective, and cultural trauma of those who came bej@eperiences they
@emembebonly by means of the storgg images, and behaure among which they grew up. But these
experiences were transmitted tthem so deeply and affectively as to seem to constitute memories in their
own right475 While Hirsch refers to the afterlife ofrauma, the transmission of affed¢tsough practices of

i ntergenerati onal "9BGaesenibnssuggestditheavarcontnues td0 Shape

identities and feelings of belonging across veteran communities.

100h BG Foundation chairman k& Faleysuggests that it was his eaggement with the history of the groyp
particularly his work in capturing veterains me mo r dll@ved himhoaransition from a position on the
6outside |l ooking ind to whattBorhbe&Grogppadmimsnityt’éfraey, viion n e r
hasno family connection to the 100 attributes his place within the network to his willingness tilate,

preserve and disseminatethegréaus s hared history. As well as str
the production and dissemination of wh@e er t z mi ght descri be as ©O6I1l ocal
foster his own sense of belongiff§.The process of collating wartime stories about life at wartime Thorpe
Abbotts has helped him to undergo a process of atisaion that has contracted the spal and temporal

distance between himself and his subject. Rather than being a stranger tstaig thndscape, Mike has
become a trusted source of historical information about all aspects of the aseembodiedknowledge

that he proudly displaysdui ng hi s visits. The wuniqueness of Mi
narration oftre 10006 s hi st ory. As we talk during his visit
switch between those of a nepartisan historian, to those of an aiete participant in the events of the past.
During these latter momentslike a football supported i scussi ng hi s-Mikeefl@méte per
the time that o6we compl eted a rerassiidn BiokmedEahey @
lexicon is typical of the kinship expressed by other members of thehIB&mb Group Foundation. A recén
Facebook post advertising the benefits of membership encourages the reafleyiove your sel f

historiansyou lge)the gi ft of O boetlhoerrg iunrgQde,s wheidiBambsGroup | o i n

475 Marianne Hirscha t 2 a Y Shf:Nddstmemory.net[accessed 9 September 2422
46 Michael Féey,a h dzii & A RS [ Z"BE Royrdatidny € = M n
https://100thbg.com/index.php?option=com_content&view=article&id=265:outsldeking
in&catid=25:groughistory&ltemid=581[accessed 15 December 2019

477 Clifford GeertzLocal Knwledge: Further Essays in Interpretive Anthropolagydon:HarperCollins
Publishers2016.
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family®78 It is interesting to note that whilst mmbership of many veteran groups, such asBEighth Air
ForceHistorical Society, has fallen with the passing of thewggnerations, the membership of tHE0h
BG Foundation has grown exponentially; tathecont r as

groupds willingness to recruit outside of wvetera

0The Legacy Cd Ait RefuelirgVing and theel OBodOGraup

The intergenerational transmission of affective connections between people and places édsusiain

the 100th Bomb Group as a translocal community. However, the filiality of th&# BOO mb Gr oup 6 s
not only figures in the selflentificatono f v et er ans and their children,
military successors. Desiged by the US Air Force as the officdéscendants of the 186@Bomb Group, the

100h Air Refueling Wing is notablefarh e e xt ent t o wle hecithge bhahk isfluemaged its 6 s W
presentday culture and identit§”? By fostering close relationshipdth both the 100 BG Foundation and

the museum at Thorpe Abbotts, the Wing has become a valued member of the trahséiesrk and

lauded by both the Fouredt i on and t he Memori al Museum for thits

BG through is involvement in current military actions.

The 100 ARWOs designation as descen deagetngolvihgonultiplews a ¢
inactivationsand mergers in the fifty years between June 1942 andthe resup mo st r ecent r €
thel 00t h ARW, in February 1992. I n the decades af
descendants carried outrange of missions, from bombardmenaining in the 1950s to strategic
reconnaissance during the Vietnam War, and global refuelingpmésisom 1976 onward. Since its final
reactivation in 1992, the 100th ARW has used-B5 Stratotankers to provide airo-air refuelingor

operations in Irg and Afghanistan, and more recentlyEiaistern Europe in support of Ukrainian defence
efforts480 RAF Mildenhall, an air base located approximately 25 miles from Thorpe Abbotts in Suffolk, has
been the permanent homef the Wing since 1992.

Despite operatng out of Mildenhall for three decademnd participating in multiple military engagements, it is
thel00oBomb Groupds three years at Thoragewftht hO8Art s t
RefuelingVihg 6s i dent i t y apsomiaencaofithe $eaond/WoddiWat in the Tuitwee of the
100th ARW is the result of sustained anglatively recent efforts by a succession of commanders to

position the presentlay Wing within the historical narragwof the 100th Bomb Group. As well as

establishing a relationship with the museum at Thorpe Abbotts and the 100th Bomb Group Foundation,

478 Chip Culpepper tt?wvW2 100" Bomb Groupage,Facebook25 November 2019

49 nterview with Rob Paley, 180ARW historian, 14 April 2020

BagmnnlK | AN IvSIFAIRSHVMNERCR Mildenhalittps://www.mildenhall.af.mil/About
Us/FactSheets/Display/Article/27039000th-air-refuelingwing-history [accessed 20 April 20R1
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these efforts have resulted in the permeation of wartime history into the material and cultural fabric of

Mildenhall, aformer 100th ARW commander Col. Thonsal orkelson describes,

dhe reminders of the 100th Bomb Group are ever§whgond the blagkdwhite

Square D that colors all we see, there is the Bloody Hundredth crest on the 100th ARW

flagship K35 tail numer580 1 00 é Ther e' s Rooonethahserve€then f er enc e
100th MXG, and streets all over the base named after falmdus B 6 Ourd G®li cSadi | |
Lily,d and 6Squawkin’
weorderr6 Squar e DO sancacewitdh Adre 60 Blltod cdhye Kwanamxy C

think of and thank those Bloody Hundredth heroes thbttanmis!

Hawk, d just to name a f

Col. Thomas Torkelson, 100th ARW commander (February 2017)

Through the evocation of wartimhbistory, personnkat Mildenhall are encouraged to piaipate in

everyday acts of remembrance, whether crossing a street named aftdr7eoBeating &l00th BG

branded sandwich. The most obvious vestntge of th
arms of 100 ARW members and on the tails ofitircraft. During the Second World War, the

symbol was an identifying marker of the ®omb Gioup and its replication in the material culture

of todayds Wing serves bingparpoge. Commming omdhe digplayv e an d
ofunitinsigm on ai rmends uniform, official Air Force
squadron p&ch completes the family group, you have your name tape and then you have the greater

family, the Air Foce, but now theg patches give Airman an opportuntty show how extended

their family is and how rich t h4Likethbatemptsbyge i s L
Eighth Air Forccommanders to boost morale and fostesprit de corpiRroughlocalisation

pradices intended to bind peopleandpl® s, t he heritage strategies of
to forge affective connections betwedne past and the present, legitimising the work of the

individual within a broader historical assemblag

The choiceof the Second World War as the toucksne for memory and identity is qualified by the

intensive process of mythgation that hastrafflsor med t he conflict into 6Th
6t he Gr e at et justBsahe paintnt inaaliaval knights awing Texan flags on the wall

of the NCOs Club atthe Eighth Air Force base &orham was intended to bestow the 98omb

BamnnlGK AN wSTdzSt Ay 3 2 NS O8v.8iadhhail.S. &il/Newskicied 2 NA O Hp ¢
Display/Article/1066584/100tkair-refuelingwing-celebratesa-historic25-years [accessed 19 April 20R1

2 SYyAS WO 5 gAa |Amad MagagiBR®BHA YAy I | AaG2NBE S
https://airman.dodlive.mil/2018/10/09/redefininehistory [accessed 20 April 20R1
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484 Kenneth RosaMlyth and the Greatest Generation: A Social History of Americans in World {uamdbn:
Taylor & Francis2012), 1-9.
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Group with the virtues of chivalry and honouhe appropriation of WWII culture draws on an

imagined pastto légt i mi s e ttibns in the pnegedtsin aa era whemilitary action of any

kind is met withincreaseds c r ut i ny, t he e v oc a tservesa public retatoes 6 Goo d
function. I n a video posted on yRfAhE AiNFortedenhal | 6 s
Heather Wilson commends a recent opei@n conducted by the Wing. lllustrating this speeuie

clips of KG135 Stratotankers taking tde air, overlaid by ghodike footage of BL7s in flight. The

visual effect of this video maniputatiis that it appeas that the modern planes are refudithe B

17s, a contraction of history that leaves no doubt of the intended message as one gfdegac

filiation, sanctified within the context of the Second World Wéf.

Other heritagestrategies are more conspicuoasd symbolically complex. In March21, the 100 ARW
announced that it woalled 06be nliatuinacthiiviheg aBte sROAMNd b\ tll da
opportunity to get squadrons and units from across the wing moreihww ed i n our ewi ng h
scheme encourages squadronswithime 100t h ARW t o s p onlk3b%Strataamkers;o f
a commitment that involves helgin wi t h t he aircraftds mai nftTdemanc e
planes up for adation are all jets adornedwitb her i t age n o s eingamnamé inherited framc a |
a wartime B17, along with WWHinspired artwork. The press release stdtthat the 100th Civil Engineer
Squadron had already committed to adoptiBgss Ladyo an aircraft that takes its nanfeom two B-17s

who flew with the 108 Bomb Group during the wat8” Asidefrom appropriating the name of its
predecess oagsnosatrhted 6 hhearti tBodsoadfbsarstnmreferende $o the originalBrs

of the same name, discarding therdgatory pinup girl style foranefm| em portraying O6RO
figure that has become synonymous with the contributionvoimen to the war effort. Indeed, Lt. Col.

Raymond Elmore, 100th CES commander, explainddat hi s uni tt @ess lchdywas lIsased n  t
ontheimagmf Rosi e as a symbol of 6strength, mBessilie
LadyGthat was chosen to be the first K35 to be flown by an afemale crew, an eventblicised to

coincide with Intermt i onal Womends Day.

The naming, tanding and subsequent adoptiond®bss Ladyserves multiple agendas through its layered
symbols m. At once a public representationduwiftl the Ai
commemoration of its higtry, the insignia also legitimise®thresent actions of the Air Force by embodying
the past. By offering the opportunities for indluial groups within the Wing to attach themselves to this
layered motif by actively padipating in the upkeep of the air af t , -Bhet @ Adoipgime kno

establishes emoti onal connections thrdudgh afl feemat

8. f 22Re | MY RNBREX Qw! C a hithsB/Swivibufulbe.comndzih@zs k3@ 1zM3|

[accessed 18 April 20R1

86 [ A 3K ( 0 dz [Fassiorfof Singraft gives opportunity to reenergiza S F NI KSNA Gl IS 2F ™
RAF Mildenhalhttps://www.mildenhall.af.milNews/ArticleDisplay/Article/2518733/lightbulmoment
passionfor-aircraft-givesopportunity-to-reenergizenoseart [accessed 18 April 20R1
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6the irond is not just an i ndARWNadti stobjiant. ,tl@ Too n
aircraft have their own persongéks and characteristics, and by assigning a nose art from World War 11, it
entirely changes thevay the crewd whether maintenance or flight cre@see the aircraft, because it

becomeper sonal4to them. o

Central to this anamorphism has been the adoptiaf not only the visual and material symbols of

the war, but the affective language and mytholoigghe 100" Bomb Group. For example, the reuse

of the nickname d@ndhikerantegydedHaiconday the Bstanfial losses of the

original groy 0 has helped to distinguish the Wing from its numerous Air Force counterparts as a
group of batteeh ar dened survivors. For the Wingds comman:
behindthe name has been pivotal to strgthening these affective connectioWéiting about his

first visit to Thorpe Abbotts, I0BARWO s uni t hi st or ithetransf®®odivePal ey,
impact that the museum had on his understanding of thee B®@mb G oup. ©6As | wal ked
the mugum and saw the incredible artifactgried to glean the secrets which they held. | tried to

imagine them not as they are now, butthgy were then. Could I still smell the smoke, the oil, the

sweat, the excitement,thb e ar ét he s adn elareWhatl|wasdealingovihuHed | S
Airmen | wondered. 8 Having been af th Paeyphoheddd0 t he mas
BGFoundation historian Mi ke Faley to hgér the 0h
stories of the Group; person@inecdot es t hat d deeperinfdhle mystiqéedbfe eper a
the Bloody 100 | e g a mystshare their stokgboncluded, afteMi ke and | 4i nally hu
Inspired by his experience, Paley has organised historical lectures for airmen and t¢edtribine

production of a virtual tar of the museumln his spare timghe has been working on a detailed

scale model of Thorpe Abbtt control tower and regulast visits the museum to take

measurements for his projedEncouraged by Paley, T08RW airmen regularly visit the museum,

oftenh el ping with the mai nt e n@siocatve mdcticd iftemdedta s e u md s
form affective connections betweenoday 6 s ai r me n a ntlifoughlthe actof ancestr a

repairing,

488ibid
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Figure21 An arman of the 100th Cilvil Engineering Squdron, part of the 100th Air
Refueling Wing, paista shed at the 100th BG Memorial Museum in 208@uce:
100th Air Refueling Wing Public Affairs, Department of Defense)

The success of trs® heritage strategies in producingamingful connections between individual airmen and
their predecessors is difficult to evaluat@risome, the lineage of the urig clearly an immense source of

pride and an important part of their identity as Air Feerpersonneld6 | | ov e tshd sofuntintatbe
remarked S/Sgt Jonathan MacManus as he escorted 100th BG veterans on aat#i@-o#f3 5 i n 2004
thereason why most of 49Kowegvertthe homadic lifestyldimposed et Aid .

Force ensures that postings the 100" ARW rarely last more than a few years, leaving one to question the
extenttowhichidi vi dual s can transl ate the rhetoric of

connections shared by the faralldescendants of the 10Bomb Group.

Despitetheselimitations, the close relationship that exists between the 08RW and the 10t BG
Foundation is evidence of the expanding parameters of the translocal community. For thB&G00
Foundation, the féiliation with an active USAF Wingéorses theheritage activities of the organisation by
bestowing them wit ltary, aticuatedimnessagesiof grattube tadksngh WRW
personnel f or 0 c*Asthe prasentad futtirdiof theMir Bosce, the s&mg personnk
of the 100" ARW play an important role in the translocal network. As a former ®0¥RW commander

w2y WSy @adyf R Saos@nd Stripesall 2004
491 post by100" Bomb Group Foundatidfacebook pagelune 5 2020
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articul at e dthdaseveterbniew yauias am extensiordof their sacrifice. Whdindt met
veteran Frank 0 Buedrdagdlesas ih amveheekchair and Ifwasvun sgrvice dregdd him,
6Sir, | | uyou andhistraducentyos enhefe.t | consi der yodhegotdier o
teary and grabbed my servickess sleveand sai d, 0 Yo us! YpwayeslY leno®2 t he he

The 100 Bomb Group Reunion

The notions of 6 b e tecunmingithanges dudng my elpkriergeof atténding erre ef the
Foundationds bienni al r e thadiintradgcedimgselfGs both Arauge 2 0 1 9 .
volunteer and PhD researcher, it was the formetdithat garnered the most attention from nigllow

attendees. At the group dinner on the first evening, | felt a surge of both pride and embarrassment as mysel
andthe other museum representatives weasked to stand to receive a round of applause; anchary

reception that continued throughout #reunion.In consciouslyegistering my own emotions during the
reunion dinner, | was also acutely aware of the affectitmosphere that circulated arountid tables over

the course of the evening. In one momelively chatter imbued the space with tlagr of a family get

together, only to be temporarily replaced with a solemn reverence as candles were lit and prayers rea

al oud i n memor ylsooh redisedtsaetimetaffettiveiineemsities thharacterised the

reunion weekend emergeddm moments that had been a feature of the itinerary since the very first

reunion in 1947; repeated affective practicetthad worn grooves and rutsintothat t endees d bo

had in turn been inscribed intthe habits of subsequent generatidg#s.

Of the 300plus attendees at the reunion, only seven had served in the wartimie B@0(although sadly
one of the veterans96-yearold T/Sgt Dewey Christophepassed away on the second day of the event).
While the loss served as a poignant reminder of timinishing WWII veteran population, the overall
atmosphere over the course of the reunion was one of excitement, cadegimand belonging. Dewéys
son, whohad also been attending the reunion, conceded thate¢ was nowhere that Dewey would rather
havedied than among his 10Bomb Groupd f a fPHAtT Thodpe Abbotts, which Dewey had visited only
months earlier, the flagras flown at haifnast. Following th tradition of previous reunions, a hospitality
room in the hotel was rented for use as the PX.tms curated space, stalls displaying originath 0
memorabilia sat alongside merchandise stands selling reudimstand hats. The visible role die& 100"

Air RefuelingVing in theassemblage of the 186G community was very apparent in theinysical
presence at the Colorado reunion. In one corner of the function room, uniformed representatives from the
100" ARW, who had travelled from their basat RAF Mildenhall in Suffolk tttend the reunion, sold coffee

492 ¢Bloody Hundredth Shares Proud Heritaged@6th ARW Airmen Join WWII Heroes at 100th BG Regjnion
Splasher Six, V62, No.4, 24.

493 Campbell, Sith and Wetherell Emotion, Affective Practices, and thasPin the Presen28.

4% nterview with Gary Christopher, 12 March 2020
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mugs and bookmarks printed withe slogard The Bl oody Hundredth: The Le
alludes both to thehistorical preservation work ofhe Foundatiod s me mb e r soing militaryt he on
mission of the 100 ARW.

Todayds reunions ar e al poofamilal linkptptoerl@d®tommerse f or t h
themselves in the history of the group. Jan, who has established his owte pnveeum in the

Czech Republic, braht along items from his own colléon to display. His museum

commemorates the Battle of Kovarskan aerial melee which took place over his hometown ot 11

September 1944. Finding remnants of crashed aircraft belgngithe 10® BG as a child inspidea

life-long affinity with the umij a passion which he has now passed on to his two young #drbis
reunion, Jan handsodtBl oody Hundredt hd branded 6dog tagso6
attendee. Justasanr t i me dog t ag s ersomahidergtifyimyéntbrmation,édel er s 6 p
commemorative tags serve to visually, materially and afédgtidentify each attendee as belonging

to the Foundation and by extension, thequhsi st or i c a l nady aHu nvder eodt th.e 6

As attendees sharechacdotes passed down from their gndfathers, and the few remaining

veterans siged autographs foenthusiastic Czech and American teenagers, the translocal

community of the 100 Bomb Group convergein one room for afew hours. In these close

guarters, #fect circulatel between bodies pmed by the shared memories of events that took place

80 yearsago, in a place thousands of miles away from the Colorado hotel. Within this assemblage,

the significance of Thorpe Abbattas a historical and imagined ldgat onnect i ng t he grou
participants in the past, present, and future, became clearly appakente table, a group of

attendees huddldover a collection of wartime photographs of the base, their conversations

mingling with a couple excitedly discirgg a future trip to Thorpe Abbottsith one of the

museumds volunteers. haseRpilmaéewnel dwanthi vameAswoc Kk ¢
the negation of presence in the past or future: something is onlyrdlvgleen it was or could be

observedd b e p45 Ehe absehce & Thpe Abbotts makes itself felt throughout the reunion

in the mateial objects and imagined traces of the base that circulate at the event.

In turn, it is the absent presence ofthedb& 6 s f or mer o c c Wwpandimagine@nd t he ¢
memories thathey left behind, that have haunted Thorpe Abbotts since the lasedcan left the

base in 1945. As a network that interweaves contexts across spatial and temporal dimensions, the
balancebetween the real and imagined, thiesant and the present, has beiregral to defining and

maintaining the 100Bomb Group as a tmaslocal community. Thousands of miles from Thorpe

Abbotts, the absent presences circulate in newsletters, videos, anal soedia posts shared by the

4% Martijn Felder andKristof Van AsschéAbsence/presence and the ontological politics of heritage: the case
of Barrack 5%, International Journal of Heritage Studi&l21(2015) 460-475.
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descendnts of veterans, echoing frothe screen like disembodied voices captured and replayed in

EVP bors. The pervasion of the spectral in the culture of the L@®mb Group is evocatively

represented in ararticle titteddo Ho me of t he 1 0 O tblished if &arecent exditioh of No w0
Splasher SiXhe article recounts the poswar history of the airiield and the establishment of the

100th BG Memorial Museum in the late 1970s. Alongside the chronology of the contrel tow s
restoration are the voicesoftn 0 s pi ri t s 0 pe Abbdtts, Whel Haunideaca pageTinhthe r

form of italicised sentergs that materialise throughout the text.

6After 2 1/ 2 years of active dadupstakepamd ati ons,
departed in Decemd©45.Outwardly it was silemtce again, but spirits lingered untouched by
military orders tooyw e QOm May 1981, Horace Varian, dedicated the newly restored Control

Tower Museum. And it was just the begifhagpirits were heard, thieoméresoredyo6

The descriptionof iior pe Abbottsd ghosts as waywhrd spirit
military disobedience is significant. Not only does it establish the autonomy of the spirits as humans,

rather than nartial bodies, but also reinforcesdhidea that the ghosts are ntied to Thorpe

Abbotts by virtue of their unfortunate end, but bieir conscious decision to remain. As | will

discuss later in this chapter, their stubborn presence at Thorpe Abbotispitiethe departure of

their living omrades to the US, validateste noti on of the base as a Ohor
bomb group.

The significance of the base as a 6homed is int
identity of the translocal community beyond the spectrdlist as the affective language of the

translocal community weaves personal and emotional hisgpwartime myths and historical fact,

O0homed in the context of Thor pe Ampsadpendingios mul t i
oneds posithenawsémbl age. Simultaneously a O6wart
forthedeadandad ancestr al homedé for descendants, the si
the types of relationships individualsdegroups have formed with the bager many, this bond to

Thorpe Abbotts is not based on discursive rhetoric, but rather, a milieaffe#ctive connections

interwoven with personal, collective, and imagined memories that register emotionally as fetlings
belonging. As one 10BG veteranemphasised, Thorpe Abbotts seems to have its own gravitation

pull, drawing ad¢t ¢adkd.in for oone |

WG| 2YS 2T (KBS yin ISpladhebSPuinter 2020
497 Splasher SixVinter 1986
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6l f there are ghosts, they are hered: Absent

There are manyho believe that Thorpe Abbotts is hated. The museuths v ol unt eer s s ha
they recount some of the paranormal encountérdn at vi si tors have O6exapedr i e
and trembling, one woman was certain she had heard the ghastiblings of a B7 flying overheadwhilst
another fled the control tower in terror after seeing a uniformed airman strolling akegcorridor. Both

stories end with the same revelation, as the volunteers reassure the visitor that the aircraft nasseolv
paranormal phenomena, but ac@rding played from a CD player. Likewise, the uniforn@dtbstwasin fact

a member of a localerenactment group perusing the museum displays.

Other sightings have less cleaut explanations. Over the years, sevMergtnesses have reported seeing a

figure standing at the firdtoor window of the control tower4%8 Ron, the museufms c ur atnor , ha
admitted to scouring the building after glimpsing movement in the tower, believing that he had accidentally
locked a merber of the public irthe buildingwhen closing up for the night. Some of the museum volunteers
have suggested that this apparitioiisd di e t he ghost d, a figur®THer om |
story of Eddie is corroborated by the grodps  adstorical hecord, which includes repts by personnel of

a ghostly airman, eight or ni neradfhatedtnightaRuhour hadhito p
that the unfortunate soul had been kiwhsldesttheddour i n g
return to the baseirs e ar ¢ h  ovictimd®¥ Fear amoagdiite baSes per sonnel grew t
that men begn hanging their carbines above their bedresponse that prompted base commander Colonel
Jeffries to ban all talk &ddie on penalty of court martidlo doubt Jeffries knew that the spectral airman
waslittle morethanad f | a k- armofrinitiedt i on desi gned to both scare
memberstAs wi t h any O6f 1l ak s titoaffective powethbg invgkng thetddtgd t al e
aircrewds own, very real fears: deat hi mg@rddshecer is
how the barracks became animated with the sightsamlunds of war as t heflakt or
started popping. In very few mitas, B1 7s wer e strewn about the barrac
mountains i de s éi ntno Rrhaen ceea sa n5ek The mael&mem oh past gxpdiience, artiation,
anticipationand heightened emotion convgzd, contracting time and space to anienthe hyperrealities of

war in the confines of the barracks. For the newalyived aircrews immised in this storytelling, it was the

ghosts of an uncertain futureather than the past, that haunted the barrachkghat moment; a malevolent

4%Richard le Strangé Sy G dzZNE . 2 YO SNEY { (2 MENordlE 10'B&EMbGroup 2 2 R& | dzy RNE
Memorial Museum, 198p

4% Nillson, The Story of the Centurgo.

500 ibid

501 John F. Callaghan (e@entrails,69.

502ibid
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presence amfied by the material absence of missing comrades whose bunks lay empty. As potent affective

forces, presence and absence are catalysts for memory, shaping paesefuture experience®3

The figure of the ghostsasomething that is neither present obsent, dead nor alive, guides hauntological
theory, a portmanteau coined by Jacques Derrida toneix@ the eerie way in which the pasand future-
haunt the presnt504 For Derrida, hauntology refarto the atemporad nature of Marxism and its tendency to
6haunt Western soci e%Morefrecemtiy, hduetologyhds béeh used@s aeatlitend .
to explore the paradoxes of postmodernity and the religg of the past in aesthetics, music and
literature 506 The persistence of the past in everyddg has also guided ideas about place, particularly the
potential for personal and collective meries to create an accumulative palimpsest layered with
temporalities. As Michael De Certeau observést h e r dacd thsat isnot hgunted by many diffate

spirits hidden there innaddv ence, spirits one car

The layering of memorieis given a material metaphorin Davidg e x p | o r aihaiofopostKatifina t h e
New Orleans, which bearstheremmars o f a past t h eabsdonsernbdoniththes pect
profane archaeology of the city, Dawdy describes the social stratigrafpew Orleans as an assemblage
comprising material objectnd human memories, meanings and habits, which shije,fade and re

emerge overtimeandspce. Li ke De Certeauds assertion that
Dawdy assed the agency of local subjects in negotiating their own sehbelonging. By engaging with the
past through historial research, storytelling, and preserneat of material culture, local residents become

archaeologists, able to excavate the past andkevhe ghosts of the present.

Despite their uncanniness, igfs are an important, and arguably necessary, featfimioeveryday

experience of place, beningd a f ami | i ar and dégiaecording coBelbyp Aspallrag o f
inhabiting te mundane places of the everyday, ghosts also animate spaces that are no longer inhabited.
Edensor argues that confrtations with ruins, as marginal sites evk presence and absence intermingle

most acutely, conjur® a f f e csteinvseu aal ndd m e eddorthie m@e ocdered @rad normative ways

in the which spirits are invoked in familiplace$1° The indeterminacy afhese sites and the absent

presences othe people who once inhabited them account for their uncanniness. AsrFeshphasises, a

503Sarah De Nardithe Poetis of Conflict Experience: Materiality and Embodiment in Second World War Italy
(London:Taylor & Franis, 2016, 10.

SM4ColinDavis | | dzy ii2f 23e& 3> & LJSOG NBtadieg WIB (2a06)3¥30 2 Yaé¢ = CNBy OK
505 Andrew UttersonPersistent Images: Encounterifgm History in Contemporary Cinema

(EdinburghEdinburgh University Pres&020), 45.

S6SeeMark Fists NE a2 KI & L &ilmlQuaiisflib@(Faft ZDE2K £a2.

507 Michael De Certeatl'he Practice of Everyday L.fi®akland, CAUniversity of Califaria Press, 2002108,

58 Shannon Lee Dawdkatina: A Profoundrchaeology(Chicago: University of Chigo, 2018, 8.
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&ense beerie seldom clings to enclosed and inhabited domestic spaces; we find the eerie more readily in

landscape partialgmptied of the humatit

The notion ofa landscapeonpar ti al ly empti ed® pr ncespitthosefoscedt o ¢
to live anongruins.InNavar s case study of Northern Cyprus, t|
walking throughhe destroyed buildings of the border me; a sense of uncanniness not shared by those who
lived among the ruirgedwellings, forwhomthé mel anchol i ¢c8& and O6phant asmi
daily part of their existenc&l? Likewise| argue that redtionality and subjectivity is pivota tinderstanding

the emergence of ghosts at Thorpe Abbotts during thestpawar period.Affect is nd exuded by ruins, nor is

it simply projected by subjects; but rather, the production and transmission of affectgerfrem the

precise relationality betweethe subject and object.

Wnly Memories Remain@dihe end of the war and the American exodus

On a sunny day in May 1946, L. J. Burrows collected the last of his equipment, plucked his hat from its hook
and left the administration building that had hédes office since late 194Burrows was an Air Ministry

Works employee responsible for vacatiRgAF Thorpe Abbotts, transitioning the site from aative airfield

to a redundant one. Burrows descri bedsthuidngisuse ne,
on the sie for the last time and stepped into the waiting vehicle, Thorpe ditswas officially added to the

|l ist of redundant airf8B®elds. Only memories remai

The American exodus from Thorpe Abbotts following the declaratiope&ce in Europe in May 194&d
been hasty. Within a week «hadboBrdeD their Bl7smanddakenoff t h e
from Thorpe Abbotts for the last time, returning to camps in the US to awaitirebilisation to the Pacific
Theatre or dscharge. The ground persoringho had not amassed enough points for immediate
demobilisation renaned at Station 139, which operated with a skeleton team until the base was returned to
the Air Ministry in December 1945. Like the majority of vacated USA&fodromes, Thorpe Abbotts as
placed into Care and Maintenance status whilst the Air Mindégided what to do with the baseAlong

with the hundreds of other wartime airfields in its portfolio. While most of airfield buildimtgBhorpe

Abbotts remaired untouched during this postar period of redundancy, others were brought back into
service a@temporary solution to the housing crisis raging across Britain. Nissen huts on the former living
sites were insulated, partitioned, and rented out to lo@ahilies. Despite the primitassurroundings of the

air base, a new community flourished among dhuat tin huts and blast shelters. On a visit to the 100th

Bomb Group museum in 2019, one of the paghar residents tearfully recalled how the years she spent

511 Mark FisherThe Weird and the Eeriondon:Watkins Media Limited017), 11.

512yael NavarerashinThe MakeBelieve Space: Aifftive Geography in a Postwar Pql{@righam, NCDuke
University Pres2012), 129

513 | etter from L.J. Burrows to Control Tower Museufr3" Bomb Group Memorial Museum.
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living on the airfield hadden the best of her lifél4 She was devastated when her family weventually
forced to leave theilNissen hut in the 1960s. The appearance of daffodils each Spring, which recurrently
bloom in neat rows in front of the concretfoundation pads, is testamigto the buildingé  pwaiscivilian

use and the everyday act§ domestication undertaken by their inhabitants.

Thorpe Abbotts was not the only redundant airfield to welcome families affected by wartime displacement.
RAF &ipdham was used as a holdaegnp for German Prisoners of War up until 1947, whilst RAF

Marswath in Hertfordshire, occupied during the war by an assortment of USAAF units, became home to
around 900 people in 1948 as one of forty camps established toehdisplaced Polish refugeésNot all
postwar occupation was sanctioned and in many caséigidibuildings and amenities, such as those at RAF
Halesworth in Suffolk, were requisitioned by homeless people, referredfossquat t er sd by t
authorities516 Despite the continuedigilian use of former USAAF bases by residents, agriculturatevey

local businesses and the Military of Defence, this period is rarely more than a postscript in the written
histories of Second World War airfields. While thissmissal of the seeminglyundane, transitory period in

the afterlives of airfield structes isto be expected, it nevertheless ignores the continued significance of
airfield sites to the local communities that existed alongside them and within thetheAsars of the

woman remiiscing about the years that she spent in her Thorpe Abbblissen hu show, powerful

affective connections were established between local people and the materiality of the airfield in the years

after the war.

While some of hese local memories concerhe domestic reuse of buildings on the airfield, most of

the rewlledions from this period speak not of presence, but of absence. The atmosphere of the base

during the war years defined in many oral histories by the brashuad of Hollywood accents, themell

of engine oil and the taste of American foodwas punatatedby the haunting silence and abandoned
objectsthat remained aftethe US Army Air Forcé s s u d d e nThisl abgemat présencedn. the

years after the war as felt most keenly by Thorp&bbottsd | o c a | children, who b
accept theAmericars as an everyday part of their existentecal boy Sam Hurry remembered the

arrival of the Americans abhe best thing that happened to us because we suljded a new lifdand

their departure was just as impactfdld The Amer i cans wecaled PsuubMeenewhd v g o
was only twelve years old when the 100th Bomb Group left Thorpe AblrdgtEor many, the departure

signalled a definitive, even traatic, end to childhoodd |obk atong time to get backtomoma | . I do
t hi nk i t makeedSam Hurrg @ho had been a regular visitor to Thorpe Abbotts air base as a

child. Teenager Patricia Everson recounted how she spent VE Day in her bedroong because the

514 Interview with visitor to 1080 BG Memorial MuseurAugust 2019.

150,000 Poless G Af & f A Q@S Ay [RteNhaal9 i8hdEiadyNElegraph &rsl Mot#Eng Post.

516 Oral Historywith Sheila Robertconducted 12 June 201&jghth in the EasBuffolk Record Office

517 Sam Hurryinterviewed foréStories of the Bloody Hundredtfy KA f RK22 R aSY2NA S&¢ O NBf
S18KevinWilson,. f 22 R YR CSINARY | 2¢ ! I¥if K¥lé&nt Wen TheR WidoBddd: . 2 & I
Orion Publishing Grou2016), 455.
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end of the war meant that theAmericans a central part of her childhood estence- would leave??
The grief at this prospect overode the fact that the end of hostilities also signalled the return of her

own father from overseas dyt

For these children, thenateriality of the aibase in the postvar years evoked personal andagined
memories that were laced with both nostalgia and melancholy for the loss of the Americans, as depicted in

PaulMeed s account of oftsiaisfield, i ng Thor pe Abb

6 J u s the warfl isedrto btk to the airfield to work the farmland andt #fiout all that had

happened there. Sometimes there would be a certain smell as you worked some ground where engine
oil from the plane engines had beergauvay in a ditch and it waoall come back toemvhat

had happened in that place. Norfolk wad dfter the Americans wa&ht

A few miles away at Seething airfield, Pat Everson picked cowslips from the runway shortly after the war,
laterrecalinghwd y ou coul d fere.dhe runwags steetcheaistgothe distance, empty yet so

full. I swore out loud that | would never figett h e53hin IGoth recollections, there is a clear paradox

bet ween a | andscape that iwsthtlseisansubus memerieditizelpast. &sd e a d

Everson described, fields bristling with recollectione r € 6 e mfuidy y et s o

lnapeech at Thorpe Abbotts, | ocal hi storiaar Roger
presence by drawing on his amexperience of visiting thairfield after the warRather than serving as a
mnemonic for his pesonal memories, Thorpe Abbotts &ticulated as a container and transmitter for the

emotional residue of those who served there

0ét her e was eptothb mubiys. Ahchl ealkedthmeugle the woods up onto the airfield

proper. There were oilissa still, on the dispersaltpoifhere were signs of heavy braking still on

the runways. The hangars were empty, gone, silent. The whole place $pitea. dtamo not a

religiousna n . I am not a superstititplacshadaan. I donot
atmosphere. Thamas a presence. Somehow it was if all the emotion, all the action-gbiiee long

days were ®eing radiated. 0

The ghostlynflections in Everson, MeeméiFreemais account s awaecultaralhoed i n
representation®f the airfields. In one of the first and most influential books to focus on the infrastructure
of the Eighth Air ForceAirfields Then and Nd®ager Freemadepictsthed b | e a k ,ptamdi nd s we
moud deringd airfields and handgseverémamoriads todightingensegToe ab | e

melancholia of these sites seep through the subsequent pages, which recount the achievements of each

519 nterview with PatEverson, 12 December 2020.

520Wilson,Blood and Fearg55.

521 patricia Everson quoted in Edwards, 2015 p.224

26 w2 3SNJ CNBSYLIl y aLlSISplasheBifiSurinieR19861S ! 6602 GG a¢ =
523Roger A. Freemalrreeman Airfields of the Eighth: Then and N@wndon: After the Battle, 19787.
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bomb group alngside blaclandwhite photographsot he @ dg ket r emai ns of t he
is perhaps unsurprising that Freemawh o popul ar i sed t hdevelopedhmint@erdstig ht y
the subject as a plangbsessed schodioy living nekto the USAAF airfield at Bded, Esex. Like Meen and
Everson, his childhood memories are artica t e d a s Gleary mspieed ey Freegnéns wor k, M
B o w maEchdes of East Angliel Ghost Fields of East Angtiemprise almost solely of gtes from

veterans, juxtaposkwith images of rustinglissen huts and flaking wall art; a layouwihich the memories

of veterans visually haunt their former abod&By the 1980s, work published by American authors,
includingFrom Somewhere in Englanid.A. Lande an®ne Last Lod#y Philp Kaplan had adopted this

spectral language, describingthdd r oodi ng still nessdé6 of the Engl i sl
voices, the clump of boots, laughter from an Aeroclub and shouted orders ovehtireder of 1200
horsepowerengine$r2s As well as echoing the sights and sounds of wargtlfeonr laomd e mpt yd b
took on their own spectral forms in these wor ks,
cling¥26

Figure22 The catrol tower at Thorpe Abbotts in the 1970s prior to restoration (Souroger Freeman,
American Air Museum, IWM)

524 Martin Bowman Ghost Fieldsf East Anglia: Capturing Fading Memories of the Aerial War-4842
(London: Halsgrove, 20 ™Martin Bowman.Echoes of East Anglia

525D. A. LandeFrom Somewhere in EnglandSAAirlife Publishing Ltd, 1991: 8

528 ande, 1991: 10
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Historian Sam Edwards has argued that this yyeest romanticisatiorinvested the old baseswi t h t h e

of memoryand with the atmospheref the pas62”. The origins of thisnnemonic template and discursive

form, according to Edwards, can be partly found in #1819 filmTwelve @ C| o clkthediing $ . i coni c
opening scenes, an American veteran returns to his foraiebase- now derelict- where he experiences

the ghostly sounds of-B7s roaring overhead here is no doubt that cultural works, includingvelve ® C1 o ¢ k
High have provided a phantasiriraming device for the articulation of affective encounters attime
basesFreeman himsetfioncedes that the eventsihwe | ve OO -& mp k e 86 thénevorativeo f
encounters experienced by veterans when returning to their former b&ds.n d e e d Paul Me e
description of disturbing a patch of engine wihich in turn released memas of the war, is remarkably

similar to events in the film, which diepthe fictional veteran kicking an oil stain and recoiling at the

embodied memories thahe act conjures.

However, the suggestion that the sites havehé i nve st ed 6 pvhietrhe tolfe tdeaet masst
through the tropes of popular culture disgses the significance of the materiality of the sites in the

formation of this semioticadndscapeThe ghosts that reside at Thorpe Abbotts have not beeniitezk

into the landscape likprops on a movie set but have emergasl affects; the result of a gacing of

personaland collective memoriesliscourse materiality presence and absence. The importance of the
relationship between the immaterial and thetaréal in the staging of piignage is articulated by Lande,

who argues that for mangighth Air lerce personnel, English bases were the

@vorn footlockersthataritn | i f eds fondest memories and grea
towns, the statiolige on in the minds of thede surviveccomposite scene<reated from diaries
now disintegting at their folds, brittle yellow newspaper articles, threaiitians with wingeidht

shoulder insignias, andsoly2°

For many veteranswhotei si t ed t hesres®wafrnedf otolhé owkre, the vo
memories, increasigl vy congeal ed by nostal gi aag@dn matieromé ih
on the one hand, presented an uncanny disjuncture. This fedlitigassociation is similts the

experiences of Holocaust survivors returning to Ahwitz. Esher Jilovskyfor exampleargues that the
discrepancy between thavid memories of survivors and whettey discovered on their returrto the camp
emphasisethe temporal distancbetween the object and subje&t At airfields where wartime buildings

were torn down, runways torn up, and the land returned to agriculture, the reactions of returning veterans

were palpably different from those who return to basebkere efforts have been made preserve wartime

52"EdwardsAllies in Memory202-203.
528 Freeman Airfields of the Eightfb.
529 ande Somewhere in Englandi2.

530 Esther JilovskyRemembering the Holocaust: Generations, Witnessing and @landon:Bloomsbury
Publishing, 2015 27.
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features When Hiram Drache, a veteran of 457ttoBib Group returned to his former base at Conington
he was disappointed to find that nothing had been presergdeld, st ood stunned a#l | c
with not one memento of tlhse days that were once adtilight of the lives of so many. We kickéhe grass

and looked among the trees in search of one small token of those days. Thenmotasgs316

The accounts of veterans returning to Thorpe Abboitsthe 1960s and 1970s suggéhat even with the

survival of many of the baSes wa r t i asehe mmtompletenessrof the assemblage and the lack of any
type of interpretation was enough to produce a sense of pathos and disappointment amid thescksord
memories that arose fronthe ruins.6 | wa | kdwith a map @fuhe base and tried to idéy the
buildingsd recalled 100th BG veteran Roger Lyons
sure, but when | got near it | remembeatdow we played ball there ithe evenings3?in the arthology

Bloody Hundredthublished in 1979100th veteran Horace Varian explainstdamany 100t h Gr o
visited the old base at Thorpe Abbotts. Only a few have written about it, always niesilgand often with

a noteof disappointment becauskey could not orient themselves®d T hse of baing lost in a landscape
that is familiar and yet vastly changed is evident in the account of a return visit Horace Varian made in 1972
Varian noteshe survival of most of the mways, hardstands andenfNissen huts. But even these features
donot seem to match their corresponding memories,
thoughitseemssmaller, r ec alnlo¢ d n\ga it ihaaBase, Surphsinglywdeamadger than it was

in myrecollectiord®34

One of the earliest vetenas to record a visit to the base after the war was John A Clark, who made his first
return to Thorpe Abbotts in 1962, seventeen yeaftea leaving the bas®espite being somewhat
perplexed to find that there were no signposts, Clark realised thathe alslgstod6 r ecal | vi rt ual

and roaddé. After giving his wife a tour of the a

06 o naee | pspecially wanteghow her was the old Blisklut where | lived. | found its location
easily but discoveredmat | vy a few days before it had been d
disappointment as | had hoped | might have reco@reueabahad draw in black crayon omwall

panel above nye 5. &

In Clarkds experience of t he frombangumabletolorenttimselfa pp o
within the landscape, as other veterans had expressed, but rather from the realisation thailthegdotnat
contained 8 most personal memories ofie¢ war had been demolishefls well as reinforcing the
significance fomuralism in connecting personnel to their living space through the identification practices and

creafive expression, it also speaks tioe enduring importace of the living quarters as ¢hplaces where

531 ande Somewhere in England3.

532 ande, Somehere in Englandl2.

533varian,The Bloody Hundredth,18.

534varian,The Bloody Hundredtt20.

53John ACark.An Eighth Air Force Combat Diéfjrst Pagdublications, 2005247.
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enduring memories were formed. On a return visit Thorpe Abbotts in 2017, Joe Urice revisited his
former living site, over seventy years after he departed his barrack hut. Despite $sageof time, Joe was
able to identify the exact l@tion of his hut (now just an imprint in the grass) and even thsitmm of his
bunk?36 Despite the enduring imprint of the affective map on the memory of some veteraaseanse that
the American veterans could do little tealt the onslaught of time othe airfield landscape, and indeed their
own fading memories, iseverthelesgrevalentin accounts of visits made prior to the restoration of the
control tower. The airfield landscape in the pesar years can therefore beefined by its jarring absence.
For the locals who inhabited the landscape, the absent presgreceaded the landscaga the decaying
material remaindMeanwhilefor the returning Americans, memories of the war which had been so firmly

articulated througy the affective language of ttranslocal community, were dissonantly disjointed by the

Figure23100th BGCew Chief Dewey Christopher points out the location of the hardstand he worked on
Thorpe Abbotts, June 2019 (Source: Author)

physicabbsences in the lasdape; a disorientation which served to highlight the passage of time.

536 ¢ o Urice giving a tour of his barracks §jte00" BG Foundation Yoube ChannelUploaded 17 May 2017
[accessed 9 August 2022].
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From Haunted to Hallowed: Rebalancing absent preseticeughrestoration and

transnationamemorialisation

Heritage and museum studies have increasinglggatywith the ceexistence of absence and presence in
the production of ©O6affective herit agfeeineaniagsiitiso c e s
produced through embaed encounterswhh  and wi t hi n 5%s sitesrwheael gitossara c e s . C
encouraged tdeelabsence andensg@resence, memorial museums atefinedby their affective spaces that

aim to simultaneously contextualise, ate and commemorate traun$@ This task is paraakical, for at the

same time that trauma h a u ydalls forgt$ articulation; on the other hand, it is absent since it cannot be
completely represented/articuladed , i n t he wo BUTke repfeseniaonail efusiviéress lofe r .
trauma, and indeedf affect, has had a significant impact on the dwtésregarding how sites trauma and

loss are memorialised® Despite this inherent challenge, the absent presences at memorial museums have
created possibilifis to engage with visitors omamotional ad intellectual levelAt the World Trade

Center Memoial Museum, for example, research has shown how visitors trace the emotional geographies o
the site through confrontations with the absent presences of thimttowers54 The importance of

negotiating Hective experiencebas also become increasingly impat in the commemoration of war, and

the multiple registers of emotion that it represenfgarticularly for conflicts that have passed beyond living
memory342 Waterton and Dittmer have irgrrogated hav representation, including the use of lighting,
soundsand movement, combine to create an affective assemblage at the Australian War Memorial that

serves to highlight the uncanny absenceltdn at i o n & sandwhe presdneesotlits ghosts

At Thorpe Abbotts, the creation of the memorial museum did rsstek to emphasise the uncanniness of the
absence/presence that existed in the ruins of the basetdoutsolve it. The physical restoration of the

control tower by the British volunteerdn tandem with the preservation of collective memories by the
trandocal community, worked to rebalance the absence/presence inflicted by temporal and spatial distance.
Whilst Splasher Seirculated the emotional history dhe Bomb Group- filling the dence left by deceased
veterans- the memorial museum redressed tlabsence left by the departed Americans by creating a

537 Jacque MicielVoutsinasGAn absent preence: Affective heritage at the Natioréptember 11tiMemorial

& Museung, Emotion, Space and Socig¥ol24 (2017)93-104.

538 bid

595 AR WINMNEYSNI yoRC §KS OLYOt 2aaA0Af A (iTeaunaFCuwwGahdNS & Sy G | G A
Represenvoll1, No2 (2013) 84.

540 paul WilliamsMemoiial Museums: The Global Rush to Commemorate Atroitesion: Berg, 20076.

541 Jacque Micieli 2 dzii & A absedt prédskenge: Affective heritage at the National September Mkorial

g a dza Eowiidh>Spaceral Societyol.24 (2017)93-104.
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543EmmaWatertonand Jason Dittmét Thé@ Museum as Assemblage: Bringing Forth Affect at the Australian
War Memoriaf Blussum Management and Curatorshigol29, No.2 (2014),122¢39.
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sanctioned reminder of their presence. Indeed, at Thorpe Abbotts, the desire to preserve and curate the
affective landscape of the foemair base and its sealledd pr esenced wer e whsdhe Fr e
6soul of t he cdnteolgdwer museugnrdjecoirf thetlate 976%. Just as Pat Everson vowed

t hat ©6she woul d n eswhkorhadfloagsia vagatetetfmmdscépm ¢he begirmings of the
museum at Thorpe Abbotts were tbe found in a promise made by Mike Harvayh e mus eu md s f
to commemorate O6the sacrihf oceAmadEechy adiaed @nfrgrh a o
the derelict cantrol tower at Thorpe Abbott$4s. Within a few months, Harvey and aogip of likeminded
enthusiasts had secured a 1,00far lease of the control tower and had begun restoring the building to its

warti me ¢ ondmenmorainto Americah persbnn@hiongser ved at t he base

The decision to commemorate the Americanesence at Thorpe Abbotts inthe formof@al i vi ng me |
was made amid what Winter call s ftaltevas@uriegrhgperipd b o o n
that the children of vetrans set out to learn from the trauma of the Second World War, pewlarly the

atrocities of the Holocaust. While the fear of forgetting certainly lay at the heart of commemoration efforts

in East Anglia, the trajectory tiiese voluteer-l ed pr oj ects can more c¢l osel
war memorials of edier decades, where grieving communities sought to sanctify the memory of their own
dead. As sites that are both profane (museum) and sacred (memorial)uthege of hese memorials was
multi-functional: to educate and inform, commemorate, and affecteBpring buildings and curating

personal and collective memories of the war, the local communities who established and supported the
airfield museumand menorialswere incorporating the history of the Americans into their own
commemorative landscapess s een in the incormBomherogfommanhe UE
into the parish war memorial at Shipdhait Thorpe Abbotts, asense of ownership isaphaps besshown

in the initial reluctance of the locatuseumvolunteers to accept financial ipeirom the 100 BG
Association, eventually relenting when the Amer.|

way of payin® their gratituded.

During the1970s and 1980s, memorial museums sprang up at several other f&igtgh Air Forcebases,
including Parham, Flixton, Seething and RoughAamwvell as preserving fading collective memories of the air
war, these commemorative efforts providegarsonal mans of preserving the affective connections that
individuals had established with thenéricans and the materiality of their presence dgrthe war.

Childhood nostalgia lay at the heart of these efforts to pull the past into the present. E&vieesonone
way ofrestoring the absence of the AmericansS#ething was to fill the void witlnemoriesd her own and
others. Beginning in the 108, Everson began writing to American veterans asking for wartime photos and

stories. Through this corregmndence, sb was able to get answers to the questions she never had the

s4gw2 38N CNBSYIy & LIS IsplasherSjiSunieg1Rass ! 662Gl aé s

554 m fgstablishesy dza S dzY Y S SablikrISi§animer 1986

546 Jaywinter, Remembering War: The Great War Between Mgnand History in the Twentietbentury(Yale
University Press, 2006L.

547 Splasher Sixgpring 1988
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chance to ask as a chilal, the same time as keeping the promise she had madbe runway that she

oOwoul d nevAameridaeelgee s am@&s account ileshatredopatioa,s ent at
rather than preservation, played in commemoration efforts during this tirhe.drgency to restore the

fading presencef the Americansis not only captured in Everséns a t tcellatigtheir memories of the

war, but in the ardent Horts of wlunteers to repairthe disappearingnaterial remnant®f this presence

The decisiorto renovate the derelict control tower at Thorpe Bbotts, rather than one of the many other
abandoned structures on the airfield site, is itself testamerth&éosymbalk importance of the building as a
6silent witness® t o todiseJohn Gahafieldsargoes that dordrol ppwessifees A r ¢ h
nerve centres of wartime bases, are important signifiers of the air war, whilst also serving astcé&baly
menory .54 The inherent role of these buildings as mnemonics and memorials has made théooub®f

national preservation efforts. According English Heritage, fifty per cent of control towers that existed

during the Second World War survive iome form today; a percentage much higher than is seen with

other forms of wartime structure$° It is perhaps not surprising that it was a controliter chosen as the

subject for replication by group of veterans involved in ttigighth Air ForceMemorialMuseumFoundition,
Inc,during the 1990s. Buitb original RAF planghe control tower was constuctedin Dayton, Ohioas a

memorial museum to th&ighth Air Forces!

Despite attempts to harness the symbolic significance of the control tower in its rejutizh, it could be

argued that lhe significance of these buildings lies not only in their prasasdooming symbols of the air

war, but in theabsences that exist in the wider assemblage of the airfield landscape. As veteran Earl Benhar
noted, the contol towercannever be fully comprehended without

r e t BprAs atowchstone of memory and a tangible link between past and present, the control tower is
inherently tied to the wider airfield landscape. As a structure desigfor the purpose of looking out, the

building offers those who climb onto its balcony an udladhview of the airfield vista. From here, the

@i smembered and hap hdazopogrdpdy tHatasyporposely difficulttchodentataan the
ground- comes into focus?53 Despite the incremental loss of the runway and surrounding buildihgs,

ability to identify where features once werehether in the form of gaps in the treeline or depreciations in

the landscapé combined with the unencumbed open skiesind flat terrain, invites the events and

emotions of the past to come alive. As Mikaley described on one of his trips to ThorppA ot t s, 0 W
you stand on that t owgoucaaalnbstheardhbse engimes strigploetakd dff,e | d s

aghyS 62YFyUda RS@20G§A2Yy (1 8N A Y StardMASHEES,{ RE L dzy A
https://www.stripes.com/news/onewomans-devotionkeepsmemory-of-wwii-unit-burningbrightly-

1.239641 [acessed 1st February 2020].

549 John SchofieldAftermath: Readings in the Archaeology of Recenflib(Springer Science & Business
Media, 2009, 55.

550 Schofield Aftermath, 56.

551 ¢Control tower correspondenége Box130, Eighth Air Forceréhive, Penn State University.

552 Earl BenhamgThe Control Tower 2004.886.2National Museum of the Mighty Eigint

553 KaplanOne Last Logk3.
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Figure24 The glasshouse at the top of the control tower, 2020urce: Autor)

The control tower therefore serves an important role as a signifier and a nadiégthin the spectral

landscape. By not only preserving the structure, but actively reversing the process of ruination that had
rendered it derelict in thefirst place the vdunteers renegotiated the balance between absence and

presence. In turn, the aof restoration served as an affective practice, playing a commemorative and
emotional function as much as it did a practical one. This is emphasised &ydiess natwe of the

refurbishment. Forty years after beginning building work, Ron Batley, tseenumdé s cur at or , €
the restoration of the site swinldi ngéveéer el éhkiei tt ¢
because by thetie vy o usbeda&nd i qqot t o one e n dsssgtdhorpelbhotts, theo st
experience of carrying out regular maintenance combi
collective narrative of the site to produce a predictable eéemotions,a serse of belonging being chief

among them. One volunteer, who makes the dfdlle round trip to Thorpe Abbotts every week to cut the

grass outside the control tower, views his physical contribution as a way of personally remembering those

4G9 0K2Sa 2F (hKS aA@KIiet 9GHEIKI

https://100thbg.com/index.php?option=com_ coant&view=article&id=500:echoesf-the-mighty-
eighth&catid=8&Itemid=120[acessed 2) March 2021].

%G1 +ANIdz-f 5A&30dzaadAz2y ¢ A G KOOWEGYFbuhdation Youitib&@hanhef; R wA OK | NF
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=NjLDEclunywploaded 4 December 202faccessed 20March 2021].
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who served at tle bag . I n tur n, he describes how the ikeamar a

part ofss¢ea family?o.

The discovery of physical traces of the past, still made from time to time as volunteers strip back the patina
of the postwar years can produceunexpected moments of affective intensity, when time seems to contract.
One day whi¢ working on the exteriorof the tower, volunteer Richard Gibsormembered a story he had
heard about the malfunction oflaall turret on the airfield, whiclhad resultedn bullets being fired

uncontrollably in the direction of the control tower. Theresor at i on Oshdmenéyexgott
Gibson realised thathe pockmarks he was repairing in the building r ender may not ha
frost damage, but bgtray bullet$57

The strengthening of affective connections between volunteerdtandateriality of the bse, through

restorative practices that have ingrained locality onto the bodies of the participants as well as the social and
materialfabric of the site, has played a significant impact on the articulation of the spectral at Thorpe
Abbotts. The uncannineglat once arose from interactions with the absent presences of the base vanished
as volunteers familiarised themselves with the flatails of he control tower. As well as compiling an

inventory of the building, volunteers werdso amassing historidaformation about the base, aided by the
increased interest shown by US veterans, such as Bob Spangler, who made several trippéoAotts

during the restoration. Spangler was impressed by the hard work and dedication wblingteers, writing

thatt hey 6all work | i ke t hey S#Theddedthat thedadluntgersaveréh o u s e
carrying out a process of horamakng at ThorpeAbb ot t s has more resonance
was intended to imply. While the useum at Thorpe Abbottss rarely conceptualised as a home by the
volunteers, the restoration and maintenance of the control tower nevertheless represenis@ntant act

of domestication. By transforming the ruin into a habitable building, furnishintpipowerful memory

objects, and dedicating it as a memorial, the volunteers have built a perpetual home, not for themselves, but

for the personal, collecterand imagirgememories that once haunted the base.

For the American visitors, expressions ofgjtude that punctuatedetters between the stateside
Association and the British museum suggested that this process itself represented a symbolic act of
memaialisation b the Americans, as much as it did to the Britigts. Edwards argues, it was the aft
mar ki ng adffieeiht spedak a € tha@ helped to transform the former bases into hallowed
ground?5® As well as contributingo the aura of tle memorial mgeum as a sacred spatie processof
restoring and dedicating the memorial musecaontributed to the sensehat the volunteers wergesisting,

and in some cases, contractingtmsEdwar d Casey argues, h o n oilize then g

556 Interview with museum volunteer, 10 November 2020.

7oA Virtuals A 3 OdzaaA 2y gAGK w2ylFfR . FGftS8 YR wiOKFENR DAGAZ
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=NjLDEclunwiploaded 4 December 2020
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menory of the honoree, andtodosoinatimei ndi ng, i n5ep Whieiieas someratesansrhadr 0 .
beenstruck by the disorientating sense of the decades passing, the preservation of the tower helped to
contract this temporal distance, and tidef e are totfi f @& gt hat hung over the
community in the 1970s and 888.Schacter and Welkt arguethat the preservation ofinemory serves to
connect individuals not only to their pasts but also to their futudésindeed, lettersand memorandaon

from American veteransn the future of the memorial museusuggest that a great rtiwation for the
preservation of their wartime base and associated artefacts was not only the desiraittainconnections

with the pastbut also with eaclother. During his speech at the 1981 dedication of the control museum,
veteran Horace Varian remied that it wasthe relationalitybetween the veterans, the dead, and the local

British people that was at the heart of the commemoration process.

01 t temedhatshtwhi ch endures is human relationshipsé
tremendously impamt, but theyra passing, they are transitory. The things that endure, that matter,

Il Om convinced, ard® the human relationships.
The transformation of thesite fromag@ ect r a l ruin seething with uncon
memori al 6 wahserteo asfdmeectext ent curated, is brought

during the restoration process. Sam Hurry, whadhaved on the airfield aa boy duringhe war, described

an encounter he had experienced while working in the control towe

& was alone in the Tower in the ground floor front room, at about 1:45 p.m, paint brush in hand, a breeze

came through the rodhen noises started, vdtrcraft eniges, radios (RT) followed by men shifdting.

Other volunteers reluctantly came farard with their own stories of unexplained phenomena and
of a forlorn presence that pervaded the tower during ttestoration.| t was t he museumds
dedication,prs i ded over by Thor pethBAG bFod unsdda tvii ccnradrs athadr a ch
thatbroughtaboutt a di f ferent at mosphere at the Memori al &
ponder ed, longeecpana frisndsmiuthe 100th are noundlly at reg knowing that we

in England have made this Memorial to them. May they rest in p@#ds now quieti n d &% d . d

Edensor argues that the organisation of museums imprints memory onto space thregigatory

560 Edward S. Caselgemembering: Rhenomenologicabtudy(Bloomington: University of Indiana Press,
1987), 336

561 EdwardsAllies in Memory132
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regimes which determine where and things, ativities, and people should be placé@iThese

organisational efforts exorcise ghoskait might otherwise wander freely in ruinous, disordered

sites®67 In the case of Thorpe Abbotts, it could be argued that the authorisation of the site as a

memorial and mseum by its dedication into both thedal memoryscape (represented by the

parishvt ar 6 s i nvolvement in the dedication) and the
(legitimised by the attendance of veterans at the ceremony) redalve uncanimess that

characterised postvar expeiences at the base. This transformation was achieved by forcefully

evicting the ghosts from the building, but tdgmesticating themThe presence that had previously

unnerved visitors was qualifiedas 6 s g anmwisgplhea ed and taseninpbrtandt s | egi
justi fi cat i omeniooatfunttibneas arfinas amdilasting home for the dead of the 100

Bomb Group.Indeed, as De Certeau asserts, haunted places are the only ones thailzitalihesss

Among the volunteers, there is the santhat the ghosts are at home in the control t@n Some

even greet the ghosts with a curtesy OHell o, Boy

The significance of the base as the site where memories endulastsated bythe support shown

to the museumwhenveterans were consulted on the possibility oéating a stateide repository

for 1000 BG memorabiliagd | ask whersi sbomudeamsbaté excl ai med
Edmonstonp T h e b e s t 00th Baomb Griugheeer Had was T/Alll e t 6 s nkemagbiliaa | |

t h e5¢ €harfies Thompson elaboradearguingthabt he 100t h earned its dist
Thorp Abbot [sic] with English life and nostalgic memories of friendly people, strange mearay,

beer, btycles, etc. This location and atnpb®re creates a mood that enhances the valuehd t

mu s e i Bydingraining theseostalgianemories onto the fabric of the control tower through the

acts of restoration, organisation and interpretationetBritish caetakers presented the US veterans

with a permanent focal point for commemorationhec r eat i on of a |l ocal &1 i vi
with a wider trend in American commemoration pra
argues, 6 ak 0 mgte ihd rgaof te community imemorialising the war to fit its

own needs$’! For the American veterans, it was the vernacular, commuititpised preservation,

rather than monumental construction, that led the translocal community to coneémtheir

commemorative efforts on the living memorial at Thorpe Abbotts, as opposed totimnally
sanctioneckEighth Air Forcet t he Ameri can Battle Monumentsd ce

The significance of th@ s a dattkeftkldin the Ameican psychéds one of the reasons why Thorpe

6TimEdensort ¢ KS 3IK2ada 2F AYRdAzZAGNALF f NUzA y &S 2NBSONRéy 3 | YR
Environment and Planning D: Society and Spéck23, No6 (2005) 833,

567 Edensor, 2005: 829

568 Michaelde Certeau, The Practice of Everyday Li@akland University ¢ California Press, 20208,

569 etter from Arthur D. Edmonston to Chaidilson, c. 1990100th Bomb Group Memorial Museum archive

50ibid

571 Susan SontadRegarding the Pain of Othejidew York: Farrar, Status and Giro2803), 23.
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Abbotts, rather than Madingley, is the desigoateb hawe d g r o uhBG.0Thiooviewpbitite 1 00
was articulated by Abraham Lincamrelation to the battlefields of the Civil War, when he asserted

t h a t canhot @nse@te d we cannot hallow this ground. The brave men, living and dead, who

struggledh e r e, have consecrated it, f a F2Thelsentimentour p oo
was reaffimed by 381BG veteran, John Comethisgrouhdwasas serted t

hall owed as Lincolndés Gettysburfgends éomeafthemwas f r on
the finest men | haves3known, began their [ ast fI

Rather than standing as a witness to ceremony, the memorial museum at Thorpe ébKeted

veterans the chance to participate in vernacular commemorative efforthemu s e umerdosial

chapel, situated in an arched alcove on the ground floor of the museum, is a book listing the names
of the 750 men of the 100Bomb Group who died dring the war most of whom have no final
resting place. Li k es ion @ @yeful) thdesaribed naanesof the dead plae  Mi s
a symbolic role as the material presence thampensates fothe absence of their bodie! It is a

function that has histoical precedent, a seminal example being the commemoration of the British

Frst World War dead at the Cenotaph in Whitehall, a structure intended to symbazeh and

every sddier. The unveiling of the permanent memorial in 1920 occurrednisan with tre

interring of the body of the Unknown Soldier in Westminster Abbey; a hyogous ac¢that

emphasised the importance of the individual in national commemorations of the Great War and the
relationship between the absent and the pres€niAt Thorpe Abbotts,the affectivity of the

memorial museum emerges from the entanglementefindividal and the collective. While the

names of the dead and the display of personal objects serve as an important recognition of individual
sacrifice, it is in caelation withthe semiotic airfield landscape that they gain their true affective

power. This mayexplain why it is not the sanctified setting of the memorial chapel that most visitors
experienceasthe transformative moment of their trip, but at the topf ¢he tower, where the affect

of home is transmitted through the entwinement of matditia persmal and collective memories.

S2Lincoy Q& BufylAddéegsquotedin Miachael AStern Places of Commemoration: Searoh Identity
and Landscape Desigbumbarton Oaks Research Library and Collec#661),108

573 JohnComer,Combat Crew: The Story of 25 Missions Over North West EiBog@n, MALittle, Brown
Book Group Limited,993), pp. XKxii.

574Lisa M. BudreauBadies of War: World War | and the Politics of Commemoration in America;18B3
(New York: NYU Press, 20029,

3¢ K2YFa 2d [F1jdzSdz2NE aaSY2NE | yRRGilisEommghdrations: ThHeK S DNB I °
Politics of National IdentitgPrinceton Uniersity Press, 1994)150-167.
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Figure25 The Memorial Chapel at the 100th BG Memorial Museum, 2020 (Source: Author)

The sanctity othe affectiveassemblage at Thorpe Abbotts is demonstrated by the decision of some
veteranstoha® t heir remains Or et urmB&SECOmMmaragerdohre si te. Fo
Bennett,tte per f or mance of this O6returnd ywegvawear ef ul |
Foll owing his death in 1994, rekedsad fromegtiaperflgng®s as hes
overtherunwayAccor ding to Bennettds daughter, her fat!
pl ace 6at pr eci s e bsywotbofhe eulogyxere dpdken. Itavhstperfect. Heh e |

loved it! And now, he is gbeace in Engtad5® For others, it was the dedicated space of the

control tower that presented the most fithgresting placeJoe Armanini was one of the few airmen

asgjned to his guadron to survive the war. Despite his harrowing experience (or ppghbecause

of it), Armanini requested that his ashes be brought back to Thorpe Abbotts on his death.
Catalogued within the museumd s ewardlseatdepebr,i t he U
next to the book containing the names of the missing. Tosifon of Armam ni 6 s human r e mai
alongside the names of his dead comrades is a direct replication of the US practice of burying

veterans in military cemeteries alongsidhe tbodies otomrades killed in action, most notably at

Arlington National Cemetey, asitevaun@® wi t hin American society as 0
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g r o v’nMhbiked with uniform headstones, the graves of those who died in combat are
indistinguishablfrom thosewho survived the war, taking their place within the sanctified narrative

of nationalcommemoration. The egalitarian remembrance of US service persatgmbnstrated in

the display of Armanini ds humanmradespteedian al ongsi o

affectiveassemblagthat gives equal weight to the veteran as it does th&efakoldier.

Figure26 Dedication plaque at the entrance to Thorpe Abbotts cont
tower (Source: Ahor)

It couldtherefore be argued that it ithe opportunity for veterans to shape how the dead are

remembered at Thorpe Abbott§ and indeed, howheir own lives are immortalisethat has helped
secure the siteds c betranslocal eochmunityrgheribdokMemarial Manjawi t hi n
Erika Dosssuggests that in the postar years the commemoration of the war was focused on the

creatond &6 imoirng@almeéd t hat would both 6éhonor the dea
hospitals, prks, stadiums, libraries, and muse@r3he localisation of cmmemoration provided

the opportunity for veterans and their communities to influence how the was rememiered.

Through the network of translocality, Thorpe Abbotts also became the recipiéitsdranslocal

577 Robert M.Poole,On Hallowed Ground: The Story of Arlington National Cem@teny York,
NY: Bloomsbury Publishin@009
578 ErikaDoss Memorial Mania: Public Feelirig AmericaChicagoUniversity of Chicago Pres)10),191
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commemoration efforts. fie easiestrad perhaps most impactful means of influencing this

transnational memorial narrative has been throughdbaation of objects to the museunn 1985,

four years after the dedication of the 100th Bomb GmpMemorial Museum at Thorpe Abbotts, a

rallying crywas published iSplasher Sixe quest i ng that veterans do t he
warti me a@meendrbhysdonati ng roreated musduip’?diVe tcoa nt had Inew
serve in our ways. We casend pictures, medals, diaries, our stories on etisdapes...or whatever

memorabilia we still retaind r e ma r k 8dror thése unablg to semd itemsonetary

donations were encourage, Amer i cans are critici zetdrialfvaywe mat er i
can all help, and it is a good wayeW ¢ a n s i58glLike thelremittdnsed paid by diasporic

communities to relatives in their homelanithe donation of money to the museum served as a

symbolic gesture that simultaneously legitimised assilsted the work of the museyroonveying the

donor s all egiance ta the transl ocal community

One object that is particularly illustrative of the transrmetal commemorative efforts at Thorpe

Abbotts is a wooden grave marken display in a recess ofélthapel. The cross was discovered in the
attic ofa German church in 2014, having previously served as a marker for the graves of tivo 100
Bomb Group crew nembers killed during a 1944 mission tael8veinfurt. The bodies of the men had

been repatriated tahe US and the curate, keen to find appropriate home for the now defunct

marker, contacted the 100Bomb Group Foundation, who in turn arranged for theO*OARW to
transport the grave marker to Mil denbthdnhuseunT he <cr
at Thorpe Abbotts, wheretiwas placed on permanent display in the memorial chi&pe&he circulatory
nature of this process and the involvemeritroultiple bodies in its enactment is a fascinating example of
the complex processes of commemoi@t that continue to take place at Tipe Abbotts. Research

into the return of temporary grave markers to Britain from the battlefields of the First World Vias
demonstratedthat the repatriation of these crosses symbolised the return of the dead ta theine
communities$83 In turn, the diplay of the object (usually within a public memorial setting) tangibly
connected the grieving community with the distdmrial site. The grave marker at Thorpe Abbotts not
only overcomesthe distance to the aerial baéfield of Germany, but also to thaiman remains that

had been repatriated to the US. The involvement of the US Foundation, tHe ARUV, and the

Memorial Missum in facilitating the return served as an important transnational form of

G ¢ KS ¢K2NLIS !'00200G& adzaSdzy I yR { KSPlashenSpikter 1985 2 OA F (A 2 )
86.
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https://www.mildenhall.af.mil/News/ArticleDisplay/Article/728925/bloodshundredthh-membersgrave
markerreturnedto-thorpe-abbotts[accesed 10 March 20211

%83 ¢The Grave MarkeésThe Returnedjttp:/thereturned.co.uk/the-gravemarkers[accessed 29 April 20R1
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commemoration, reirdrcing the position of each organigat within the memorial landscape of Thorpe
Abbotts.

Paul Williams argues that memorial museums fulfil their role ghg together communities in the

process of commemoration and heritage production. This collafimmacan go some way to healing

indiMdual and collective trauné The return of personal memory objects, ranging from wartime letters

to medal collectionsacted as a vernacular act of memorialisation that helped veterans come to terms

with their own grid. In 1983, former 100th Bomb Groumechanic Virgil Smith donated a watch he had

found while cleaning aB7 after a missiofs The watch belonged to the decsal navigator, Lt Harold

Becker, who had received fatal wounds to the héafhile the psychologidaxperience of theeighth

AirForcebs ground personnel has not baabtestintohies, subj ect
recalling harrowing accounts ofethanics hosing out brain matter from the interior of aircraft, suggest

that encounters with the feermath of air combat were often traumatic experiences for those left to

clear up58é AttachedtoSmith s donati on | etter, w & scere as ambularnice | e (
crews brought out the body of Lt Becker from the plane. Although it stopsrsbf describing the full

horrors of the scene, the final, poignant line rea@ist h e g r o u md to geeimto, the wlane and

make the repairs, watchesl | e %87 B\ rgpatrdating an item imbued with the memories of that tragic

event to its final hora at Thorpe Abbotts, Smith no longer the silent bystandertook autonomy over

his own grieving. Léthe repatriation of war dead, the agency to determthe final home of memory

objects amounted to a commemorative and personal ritual for dealinglasth In her study of war

souvenirs of the First World War, Higonett suggeststifap e o p | e jedsdo taane dehth itsdif.

Vehicles of the uncanny, sanirs symbolize a memory of that which cannot be known except by those
who ar e abBWithtdeymemoziesdfthéwatadhs or i gi nal owner silenc
been able to inscribe his owmauma onto the object. Its symbolic disposal signiéiesffort to lay both

hi s, and Becker Asahallawedmite giver reverence e teverits.that had unfolded

within its sightline, the control tower served as a mnemonic forthegrdus col | ecti ve | os
was through theaffectie assemblage of material objects displayed within, each relating to the lives of
individuals who &d served at the base, that the notion of the memorial as a spiritual and perpetual

home for the coléctive memories of the imagined community was realised.

584 paul WilliamsMemorial Museums: The Global Rush to Commemorate Atroftiteslon: Berg, 200725.
585 |etter from Virgil Smith to the 100th BG Memorial Museum, 14 March 1B&&h BG Memorial Museum
586 \Wells,Courage and Air Warfaré 49,

587 etter from Virgil Smith to the 100th BG Memorial Museum, 14 March 188®&h BG Memorial Museum
88 Margaret R. Hjonnet,& { 2 dz@ Sy A NHourgd®f WaiSs Clilire Studiasol 1, 77.
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60They Went Backd: The O6Returndéd to the 100th

In a 1986 speech made at Tipar Abbotts, 100 Bomb Group veteran Robert Rosenthal told the assembled

crowdthatb we have come home. . .this was o wughtfitomhere. dur i
We flew from here. We spilled our blooth e r e a n d S8d~or ®aksentha, rening to the Enlish
base where he had spent two years of the war amounteditohiswords-a 6 pi | gri maged. T

sentiment echoed by countless othBidith Air Forceveterans who made the journey back to East Anglia

from the 1980s onwards, followg a tourist tral that had becomewell r odden. I ndeed, RO
came at a pivotal moment in the pestar chronology of Thorpe Abbotts. Although ¢hdghosts of the past

still clung to the airfield, transatlantic commemoration efforts meant thatlandscape theinhabited was

no longer haunted, but hallowedhe onetime ethereal and eerie ghosts having become sanctioned features
in the collective arrative of the 100th. Likewise, the journeys made by veterans to Thorpe Abbotts had
undergone the# own processé sancti fication, becoming Oopilgrinm

emotional sentiment.

As battlefield pilgrimages, the return journeyfdJS veterans to the airfields of East Anglia follows an
American tradition that was born out dhe visits of Qvil War soldiers to Gettysburg in the late nineteenth
century and cemented by the mass pilgrimages of Great War veterans to the battlefi¢hds\Western

Front5% As tour companies battled for business and souvenir stands emerged froruitigeof Ypres and
Arras, commerciali sation and commemor ation becan
returnd i n t he hiMaosseadesurines abee rmoonde, n twhwhcen ©6battl ef i

battlefi®l d tourismo.

While the return of Second World War veterans to Europe in the immediate pestr years never equalled
the mass pilgrimages undertaken by Great War soldiers in 8284, the narrative bthe return had re

emerged by the late 1970s, Bighth Air Forceveterans legan to descend on the East Anglian landscape in
increasing numbers2 The surge in visits by US veterans in this period can be explained by a series of push
and pull factors. On the one hand, there was the growing desire among retireiagatveterans to gdure
nostalgic memories of their youth; while on the other, the im&/e commercialisation and commemoration

of the American presence, represented in totitisochures and newly dedicated memorials and museums,
encouraged and facilitated the return oftgeans. At Thorpe Abbotts, the opening of the museum provided

a focusfor commemorative efforts, reframing the return from a wandering journey through thayieg

airfield landscape to a purposeful pilgrimage as survintoiesses.

qw2aAS YE{Sa aL)SSORplashérSpFEaIINGSs Y 5SRAOFGA2YyES
50 EdwardsAllies in Memory211

1 George L. Mossé&allen Soldiers: Reshaping the Memory of the World \(@aferd: Oxford University
Press, 1992 126.

592 EdwardsAllies in Memory132
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By the early 1980sthet i ner ary of ©O6the returnd hadughldecaturee c
and film, including the iconic opening sceneswélve @ C | o cakdthid evgchtive introduction to Len

Dei ght o ®sdodbyenMickeg VMoustere a busload of Amemn veterans return to their old bases

Even as Rosenthal gave hieesgh at the 1986 reunion at Thorpe Abbotts, a camera crew was on hand to
capture the da§ swents, following veterans as they explored the control tower and met with local people.
Copies d the finished filmThe Yanks Return to Englamairated by noneother than Roger Freemanwere

sold by maibrder through the 100th Bomb Group Associatipproviding the 100 Bomb Group with a

visual representation of the return to Thorpe Abbotté/ith this discourse in mind, it could be argued that
veterans increasinggxperienced their homecoming through a pdefined, nostalgitinted lens, which

framed a tamed landscape now devoid of ghosts. While many of the returnees to Thorpe Abbotts @ekscrib
their experiences in terms that echoed the imagery and registefiswfe | v e O,dh@tlisoat to sai g h
that their encounters with the materiality of thigese were any less affective. Rather, the cultural memory of
the return is better viewed as aootext in a much larger assemblage, informing how visitors view the site,

but not necessarily obscuring it. Writing about medieval pilgrims to Jerusalem, Qast@rgues that

words and images, as embodied memories, played a pivotal role in encouragiogskruction of meaning,
explaining that O6pilgrims went to these sites no
Ged) vefresiband locatethe recollective images from their reading, which they already carried in their own
memor i ®d@rusalem, as a O6powerful l ocus of memory?od
together with the material to profound effect. Like the medier@nuscripts and images that guided pilgrims

to Jerusalem, the imagined and collective mensoofel horpe Abbotts that circulated in films, literature and

at stateside reunions, emotionally informed the experience of the return.

Twenty-five years aftehisfirst return visit to Thorpe Abbotts, a nowetired John Clark found himself in
England ore againt®s During an overnight stay in Norwich, he visited the Second Air Division Memorial
Library, where he learnt that the control tower at Thorpe Abbotts hastently been restored as a museum.
The following day he and his wife set out to visit the blake. Whereas his first trip had involved careful
navigation and memorwork to locate the airfield, on thisvist we wer e not prepared
awat i ng uséThis time the way was <clearly higrwma$se d b
Clark was met with a warm welcome from a group of volunteers, who gave him a personal tour of the
museum. While the 1962 visit had revealed the depirmgssite of his demolished barracks, this trip yielded
only ©praise f ortstdbhper evsod ruvnet eaerr dismpedfrftoant part of

memories of the American airmen who served with the 100th Bdgnb o &7jPerldaps inspired by the

593 en DeightonGoodbye Mickey Mouggondon: Hutchinson, 19827.

599w2 6 SNII hdza i SNK2dzi=s b{68Sita wSTNBAKSR Ay LYFIAYIlGA2)
Gestavol48, No2 (2009) 153

59 John A CarkAn Eighth Air Force Combat Di@fjrst Page Publications, 200347.
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memorialisation efforts in England, or in a bid to mark out his place in the affective goitypClark

became a lifetime member of the 100th Bomb Group Association on his return to the States.

The transformation of the return, from an encounter tingedhvmelancholia, unfamiliarity, and
disorientation as veterans roamed the ruined airfield landscepa homecoming set within the familiar
bounds of the restored control tower, was facilitated the restoration of the tower. The newly renovated
building which offered veterans a complete view of the airfield landscape, as opposed to the
decontextuaked glimpses of derelidtissen huts and chunks of messvered runway that visitors had
reported in previous decades, served as an important-ardenoire bydir ect i ng t he vetera
recognisable and evocative landscapestark contrast to theprofanity of the rusted metal and torap

concrete found elsewhere on the airfield, the halloweahizol tower encouraged and legitimised the
personal, colleiive, and imagined memories of veterans, paving the way for affective encounters as these
embodiedmemories converged with the airfield vista laid out before th&wr. Captain®BuckyElton, the
convergence of memory and materiality during his return te tlontrol tower shortly after its unveiling in

1982 unleashed an affective encounter that seermembhtract time,

60ne day while | was there, | thevlewncloudoracedby.b t he |
climbed up to the top where wedtis wait for them to come back. | must have been there for a half

hour, and thenl swear | heard them all come back. Patrick, Adams, Schmallenback, Barnhill, Knox,
Biddick, all of them. Lin't see them up there in the clouds, but their engirdisentdd tower

tremble one slow pass&nd they were gone. | do not expect you to unddrstalpigt tyou must

believe it. | have the feeling they will return because they Eméribgak %8 6

Eltonds experience e mpphoaessiosrarmemberimgto theipgrposefofithea nc e«
memorial museum as a site of affective heritagelidkis argues that memorials only gain their cultural
significance through the social practicebefng visited and d3uineveld and Van Assclegplain, absems
becomes norexistent within a network when they are no longer remembep&dThe act of visiting
Thorpe Abbottscan therefore be seen am affective practice thaeinforcesthe purpose of the
memorial museunby summoning its ghosts to return to the a@ffl, no longer with the wispiness of
spirits roaming forgotten ruins, but with the assured sehsk at t he ghosts are ©6ret
the orientation of visitors iran assemblage of landscape, objects and bodies, affect is transmitted and
circulded. In turn, theact ofembodied rememberin wear s grooves or ruts 1in

just as walking particular routes over the grass year after year producepnaw ¥ Sobmany visitors,

¥ ¢ KS adza Sdzy | G SpldsieNIi¥Binter 822 (0 ( & ¢ =
599 paul WilliamsMemorial Museurs: The Global Rush to Commemoratmgities(London: Berg, 20Q75.
600 Smith, Wetherelnd CampbellEmotion, Affective Practices, and the Past in the Pregént,
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particularly the descendants of veterans, the joyrtee Thorpe Abbotts is an affective tool in

consolidating their own identity as members of thersébcal communit§t

The granddaughter of a veteran described the transtiive experience of visiting Thorpe Abbotts; a

trip she made soon after discoverittgat her grandfather had cancer.

0l 6l'l never forget the memstethead safficcantra toveekoar Car o
the base which is now filled witforms in glass cases and personal belongings of the men who

were stationedherinc | udi ng my gr andf at hodeflofboyEas ¥Weey wal ke d |
were allstiltsandi ng there in the control tower. The h

moment | 611 never forget. I tyhgamdfatheoftomchy my s e | f
tiny little prgpaid Vodafone. At 84 yearsibldas the first and lash8 | ever heard him cry.

® 6 m Ols@&dtehjm. He broke down resporflifiga t 6 s w h edHeedied that naxt | began.

summer almost to the day. Gmifigh or pe Abbotts was one ®f the be

During this moment of affect, thphysical and temporal distance between grandfather and

granddaughter contracted, strengthening the emotional connections between the two people and

the plae that had brought them phenomenologically cloSgnis anecdotelterefore illustrates

thesignit ance of ©&6the returnd as a cyclical event <ca
network. Despite the veteramnable to makéhe journey to ThorpeAbbotts himself, the visit by

his granddaughter is enough to gtisna symbolic return, encapsieéd in the notion that the

base was Owhere it all begand, and in the implioc

his death Ot hetagpeat sommbe dhmpoés

I nterestingly, t hexpasenceaadtured atter shentisvikited thm antiseume

(and brushed shoul der s wi tThe agehcy of theidoritral iowmegté s s anct
shift the relationality between subjeatd object through the production of a heritage narrative

that weaves identity, memory and affdstpivotal to understanding how transformative moments

emerge during visits to Thorpe Abbotts. Speaking at the museum shortly after its establishment,

RogerFreeman asserted that

0 w hstramgers come to that airfield and they go to the Tower and &thingsabout those
young men from a foreign land who once served there, and when they have learned, they will walk

out on the field and they too will experibat certain presenceigvhl maintain is thebes.

501 Divya PToliaKelly,EmmaWaterton, andSteveWatson(Eds.) Heritage, Affect and Emotio Politics,

Practices and Infrastatures(London: Taylor & Francisd@aip, 2016),3.
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Freemands suggestive athmaspher esiite dtsr arfdmicttt ed t
interpretativerole as a museum, in conjunction with its commemorative function as a memorial,

emphaises the status of the 1@ BG Memorial Museum as an affective heritage site where visitors

are encouragedot merely to remember the past but to become active agents in its invocation in
thepresentWhi | e t he O6heritagi s atdomentifatedthE ghoststbugh ower ha:c
the restoration of the tower, the curation of personal stories ame#mentos, and the translocal

sanctification of the building, Freeman confirms a notion that has pervaded this chapese

ghosts, however well containgd the tower, will alwaysscape. This is perhaps itself representative

of the fact that heritagaion and memorialisation will always be incomplete procegsmsthose
O6strangersd with no per s dademographittha mdkepdhe t o Thor g
majority of the mue u mé s v idFirteemama&se wor ds have serwingri sing
the journey of visitors through the tower as they make their way from the small memorial chapel

at the entrance up to the large first floor room adoed with uniformed mannedquos and personal

trinkets - the affective ebbs and flows of the visicbene apparent, peaking as the individual summits

the tower to gaze out over the airfield vista. ¢

remar Hedlikeaghastcoudame t hrough the door at any minut e
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Chapter Three6 A Ptloa cCa | | Ho me 0 : Heri tage man:

placemakingt Alconbury

Introduction

Situated in front of Alconbury Weafils new Ent er prvedrabW@/denpus, t he o
control tower (or &Vatch Office) as itis referred to on RAF plans) is juxtapas@gainst the glass
facade of the neighbouring Cambridgeshire County Council headquarters. This area is a small island
of cam amid a sea of construction,aewtui | d houses rapidly popul ate t
largest housing development. AlconbWiéeald, as the new settlement has been named, lies a short
distance to the northwest of Huntingdon in Cambridgeshire. The teas part of the former airfield
known as RAF Alconburys still in use by the USAF and is separated from the new development by
a tall, barbed wire fence. The base is home to a support wing, which offers administidtive
USAF forces in the URR4 The continued presence of Americairrmaen makes Alconbury one of
only two wartimeEighth Air Forcebases still in active use by USdes- a historical continuity that
has spanned over seven decadesmporally, these years of occupation during the Secoratlav
War represent only a fractiomfthe si ted&s military history. I ndeed
the Cold War that hasdrgely shaped how the site is remembered todag this chapter will discuss

The 1,452 acre Alconbury Weald site, whidrrhed the flying part of RAF Alctnry from 1938
until the cessationof flying operations in 1995, has planning permission for @60 new homes,
almost 1,000 of which have been constructed as of Spring 20@Rded in Phase One of the
development is the construction of Memorial Greean expanse of carefully manied lawn in
front of the Watch Office, dipped slightly to offeéeverent views of the tower, and intersected by
two poles carrying the flags of the US and the UK. In the future, this space will contain a memorial
to the 19 menof the 95th Bomb Group who wee killed when a bomb accidentally detonated in May
1943- the dngle greatest loss of lifeinthe airfield hi st ory. The roof of the
which adjoins the Watch Office, bears the designation of ondnefdestroyed B17s as a memorial
to its crew. The incident left other tangible indentations on thaterial fabric of the Watch Office
in the form of incendi ary dstkng gsoratiowsigniicantymade t he
more difficult for thecontractors hired to carry out tke renovation work in 2019. Like the rogue
machine gunfirethgt o c k mar ked t he render of Thorpe Abbotts
have |l eft a permanent reminder on Aflcooficonay r yds ma

have had a profaud affect on volunteer Richard Gibson during his restoration kvon the tower at

4g p#i/M2 YO I O { dzLJUSARHIttp2/Awnabe1csw.usafe.af. mil/Abouts/Newcomers/RAF
AlconburyRAFMolesworth[accessed 5th April 2022].
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Thorpe Abbotts- when he was suddenly jolted by the tangibility of the past in the preséntould

be presumptive to suggest that intetéans with the fire damage had theame affect on the builders
tasked with the restorationof Alcobur yds watch tower. Unli ke t
Abbotts, who have dedicated years of their lives to the careful restoration of the control totker,
work at Alconbury was undertaen by professional contractors employed by development company
Urban & Civic. While considerable expense has been invested in the sourcing of bespoke metal
work, fittings and Crittal windows, the restoration was brougfuoat by obligation rather than a
passionate desire to bring the former building back to life. Ae of four listed buildings on the site,

the Watch Office is protected from demolition by statutory legislatién.

However, the developers had another reasfmm investing considerable expenimto the
restoration of the Watch Office. Speaking about théudishment in late 2019, Urban & Ciiics
Head of Communities and Partnerships made the following stater@itiing as it does in a
venerated positiod within Memorial Green and oppositene Cricket pitchd it is truly at the heart

of the firstphaseob ur commemor ati on of the airfieldds rol
anything though, the restoration enables the new community to use and haveeacfenenership

of t hat Hadagdaloppgrtérityto become a vibrant cultural and heritagied not just for

Alconbury Weald but for the wider ared®Whi | e t he buil dingds commemor

recognised by Urban & Civic, it is the Watch Tow® atentjal as a focal poinbf the new

community and a mar ker tyfhatia tlearty obmost sighiBcancead thee c t i v

devel oper 0placemalkengision forithe Bitg. The affect of the refurbished building is not
intended to be one of solemn reverender the past, but aplace to call hom&to quote Alconbury
Wealdd s mar k e 7iByrgpurpoainglthe historic building as a community space, thagpast
meant to offera sense of permanence and identity to the fledplocality, with the intentiorof
imbuing a feeling of belonging to those who live in its vicifite decision to include the
refurbishment of the watch tower in the first phase of the-g&ar development can also be seen as
an attempt to quell the antipafon and uncertainty overtte future of the site. In the face of
seemingly unending plannimgphbcations, proposals and building work due to be undertaken over
the next 25 years, the Watch Office helps to situate ttedglingcommunity within aralready

established locality, coritiuting to the sité s  rvauntéd&ense of plade

6054 2 | {D@ide and Operations Room at AlcatzN® | AHIIBric SriglRnd,>
https://historicengland.org.uk/listing/thdist/list-entry/1067832[accessed 14th October 2022].

664 b Sife fof Listed Watch Office at AlcordzNE 2 S f R¢ = mMAlcorb@&O&eHd SN Hamy
https://www.alconburyweald.co.uk/news/newlife-for-listed-watch-office-at-alconburyweald[accessed 10
May 2022.

071 £ O2y 0 dzNE % 8 ORY £ BeiteabEy @8 Mrban&Civic pl@rochure
https://www.urbanandcivic.com/medidibrary/documents/alconburyweald-placecalthome[accessed 10

May 2022.
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The redevelpment of the former airfield at Alconbury, which was occupieddighth Air Force
groups between 1942 and 1945, and by the US Air Force from 1951 until h&S®mlivened
debates about theignificance of the baes mat er i al cul t smaterialittecard t he r o
play in creativeplacemakingThe Watch Office was one of approximately 250 structures left on the
brownfield site when Urban & Civic purcbed he redundant airfield in@9. A widescale clearance
began in 2013, with most of the extabtildings being earmarked for demolition. The blanket policy
of O0record and removed has raised objections froc

a historic preservation group wh have their headquarters at Alconbury. Despite the seemingly cut

and dry nature of the planning process, the site
both sides of the argument. From calls by the ARG toredegth e si t ed s ieamini on al S
the | isting process, t oeaturdigee latadity thdicelplikerhdnBthat t e mpt s

sitebs affectivity cont i nimagisedinihe rédevelopmaentofitei sed, 0
site at mutiple levels. Employing affébieory to study the social geographieskifghth Air Force

baseaneans viewinghe relationship betweebodies not as something temporally linear or

topological, but as a web of encounters between the human anehnoman, vith affective

connections sedimenting in theimanbody to be encountered again through futuredractions

with the materiality of the siteHHow then, can affect theory help inform how former military bases

should be managed in the future?

Arguing thatthe production of affect, and indeed locality, relies on the orientation of humans
primed to be afiected, and nothuman bodies with the powdp affect, this chapter will suggest that
the production of affective localities relies on the production of la#bpctswho feel emotionally
connected t oTaking thisdwewpomtdtisis fipabgiter will explore the role of affect in
the redevelopment of Alconbury, from its recognition (or lack of) in the planning and listing process,
to the differing afécts associated with the remains of the Cold War compared to those of the
Second World War, ad how these attitudes have shaped the valassignedt®A | conbur yés mi |
remains Building on the notion ofiescue geograpliput forward by Phil JoneendJames Evans, the
chapter will explore ways in which affective connections can be creatiaptyred in the recording
process, prior to he demolition of built fabrié Finally, the chapter widxaminethe steps that the
developers have takentoinke,u r at e, and i n some cases, counter,
placemakingfforts. Indoing so, it will question to what exterihe affect generated by human and
northuman interactions during the war years andercountered in the postvar return (as
evidenced in the first two chapters), canbegen | i vened by encosmeter s bet we

residents and the extant materialitf the airfield.

608 Jones and EvanBgscue Geograph2316.
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Figure27 The restored Second World War Watch Tower atriary, April 2022 (Source: Author)

Heritageplacemakingnd theproduction of locality atpost-war air bases

The production of locality is about the creation of affective connectiowbat Appadurai calls
Gtructures of feeling® A community of locabubjests are bound to each other and the places they
inhabit by how theyfeelabout their surroundéhgs. The act of producing locality not only concerns
what people do to the spaces they inhabit, but what these places do to thbeir affect.Following
Spnoza Brian Massumi suggests a f f e ct s s afrcanettiagsto athars dng to other
s tuationséwith intensified affect comes 88 stron
As has been discussdtie locality at Shipdham was asiech nfluenced by the affective anticipation
of air combat as it was by the tangible and intaedildmemaking practices that went on there. The
relationality of its subjectstheir orientation within the affective econonof the air base community
- didatedhow Shipdhaths occupants experienced their surrour

Shipdham was to orientate oneself towards an uncertain future as part of a collective group.

609 Appadurai,Globalization 52.
610 Massumj Politics of Affect,6.
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At Thorpe Abbotts, this temporality is imany ways reversed. The affeetirtensity of the base
no longer lies in the energy of anticipation for the future, but in tlepéful anticipation of the past.
Veterans and their familiegrimed for an emotionad r et u r n 0, ate affedtedheoudh thaire
physical interactions ith the materiality of the airfield. Orientated towards the former runway in
the collective practie of remembrance, th@hosts of the paét enlivened in the absent presence of
the surviving material cultureare experieced and felt. The locality oftibrpe Abbotts is
maintained through translocal and intergenerational practices of storytellingnemoration and
interpretation that aims to present the base as a spiritual home for the community. Through the
conscious effids of the 100th Bomb Group Memal Museum and Foundation, affective
connections forged during the war are transmitted beyond diniginal wartime bomb group.
Through this assemblage, Thorpe Abbotts offers an example of how the affectivity of military

heritage sites can be preservedgeevater the materiality of the base has been significantly eroded.

But to what extent does thitsemplate for the maintenance of affect apply3econd World
War air bases that have been subject to a markedly different-pasttrajectory than Thorpe
Abbotts or Shipdham? While marisighth Air Forcebases were left to a @dual process of ruination
ater the war, the romanticised image of the forlorn, abandoned control tower was not replicated at
every airfieldOwing to their utilitarian and temporary ppose,the survival rate oSecond World
War structures is relativelypoor 611 Seeing their economigotential as sites of industry, many
landowners transformed the former USAAF airfields into centrepailtry productionand light
industry (Halesworth), mobrsport (Snetterton), or civil aviation (Stansted) in the pagar years.
Others continued theirtdinction as active military airfields, adapted to meet changing geopolitical
threats. Some, such as Martlesham Heath, were quickly earmarked for housingodeset)
transforming the airfield landscape into residential suhuahd subjecting the sites tbonew process

of meaningmaking.

Simultaneously, there was no guarantee that the wartime communities that had once called the
bases home would survive aftihey had physically dispersed across the United States. While
reunions, newsletters and returnisits to Thorpe Abbotts helped the 100th Bomb Group forge a
translocal community of veterans and their descendants, for other groups, time and distance has
erodedthe fraternity forged during the war. The future of airfieltesi, and their associated
communities, is therefore precarious. As new uses are continually sought for redundant bases,

(particularlyin light ofthe ongoing housing crisis and the subssguressure to redevelop sites

611 Reading, Holborow, Lake et,alistoric Military Aviation Sites: Conservation Guidgjubsted Kingdom:
Historic England, 20)63.
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designated a8 b r o w)ifmprogihgddr understanding of the dal, as well as the material, fabric
of military base$as never been more relevant. By viewing forreeghth Air Forcebases as affective
localities that ae cortinually made and remade through meanihgfteractions between people and
places, future rdevelopment has the potential to not only capture, but also to preserve and invoke,

the intensities of these former bases through affectilacemaking

In 2020,Urban & Civic was shortlisted for th@est use of heritage iplacemakingaward at the
annal Planning Awargs an accol ade which recognises schemes
pl ace/ and 6%Whciodnmemunhiet yndot i oheritagd serdes as p iemiaderiofsthe n g 6 o
commercal focus of developmenthe awards nevertheless inmptly commend the use of the
historic environment in the production of locality.rban & Civicwere commended for developing
place that has harnessed thewer of landscape to transform a dustyrfield into an established
communitydExplaining theignificancef heritage inplacemakingfforts at Alconbury Urban &
Civic emphasised that théyanted to explore the many ways in which details, alignments,
structures and historical events can rerwoven into the fabric of the developmedt? The
intertwining of tangible historic fabric and intangible historical events into the fabric of the new
communityreinforces thenotion that heritaggplacemakinghoud be concerned not only with the
preseavation and reuse ofnaterialhistoric fabri¢ but also themmaterial.

In recent years, the potential for heritage to actively contribute to how people feel about their
surroundings has been addressed in a growindy of placemakingjterature. This ncrease in the

number of studies has revealed how culturatitage is important for individuals, groups, and

communities in forming collective identities and for the construction of a sense of belofiging.
Transceulinginterdisciplinary academic debate and entering the public rggfroemakingpas been

endorsal as a method of preserving the historic environment though the incorporation of tangible

and intangible heritage values into redevelopment projéctiirn, the potential for historic places

to add value to developments hhsenincreasingly realised. 8018, Historic Englaids pu bl i shed
own placemakinguidance, promoting the role of heritage as the place magingithat holds

together the ®cial fabic of communitieghrough the promotion of collective identity and a shared

stake in the historipasté® An important part of this model of strategic engagementisdhe er i t a g e

261 £t O2y0dz2NE 2 SHfRZ aK2NIf AaldSK IFHNY 2020 Hadiey Mizpy 2 F KSNAR
Design https://www.bradleymurphydesign.co.uk/4649 [accessed 8 May 2027; dPlanning Awards 20225
https://www.planningawards.com/catgories[accessed 9 September 2022

613ibid

614veysel Apaydin (EdQritical Perspectives on Cultural Memory and Heritage: Conisinjidransformation

and Destructior{fLondon:UCL Pres2020), 1.

615 Clive Fletchertistoric England Places Strategnited Kingdom: Historic England, 2Q18.

169


about:blank
https://www.planningawards.com/categories

cycled, defined as a vi rt ung,askncyygsl$By edachtingllotal er st an
people about the past, Historic England argue that they will in tatnevit, and actively contribute

to its preservation as a result. Forming affective connections between people and historic places is
therefore deened essentl to the production of local subjects, and by virtue, the creation of

meaningful localities.

While the importance of engaging local people on an emotional level is an integral part of

placemakinghe relationship between affect and placeimslerdevadpedin literature on the subject.

As Jones and Evans argue, understandinglacémakingan beusefully extended through the lens

of nonrepresentational theory, particularly the idea of affé¢indeed, the very notion ofsense of

placéadludes to pe-cognitive embodied experiences that are invoked by interactions between

people and places. Lowltes this a step further by suggesting that these encounters form affective
connections, which in turn giv@ulturally shared emotional/affectimeeanings t@ paticular space

or piece of |l and that provides rstandnghnaisi s f or t he
relationship to theenvironmen&é The production of locality is therefore a process that takes place

in the body as well as outside of it. Adteve placemakingn the context of redevelopment schemes,

should therefore acknowledge and recbthe existing place associations already eistiabdl

between people and their locality, and strive to develop new affective connections through sensitive
deweloprent and community involvemefi#? The complication at a place like Alconbury, which has

been sbjected to a process of complex meanimgkinginvolving multiple communities over seven

decades, is that these identities have a tendency to shift and pvéddMassey argues, the

convergence of these social relations at a particular location can gileea its richnessplaces that

ar e Ovath affectd whilst also maintaining the potential for confligtAt Alconbury, one of the

most significant clllerges is reconciling the intendéaffect of homéwi t h t he si teds mul i

affectsas a forner military base.

A Cold War legacy: Livingmong theruins ofuncertainty

Unlike the bases at Thorpe Abbotts and Shipdham, RAF Alconbury was homeest@aldeymb
groups during the war. Opened in 1938 as a satellite airfield to nearby RAF Wytonasegg b f i r st

occupants were BomlvseCommand squadrons flying Bristol Blenheims and Fairey battle bombers,

616 Fletcher Historic England Places Strated®.,

517 PhilJonesand James Evandrescue Geography: Place Making, Affect and Regenefatiopan Studies
Vol49,No. 11 (November 20122316.

618 |rwin Altman,PlaceAttachment(9.: Springer US, 20),2L65.

619 Jonesand EvansiRescue Geography: Place Making, Affect and Regenefa®i8h6.

620 DoreenMassey Space, Place and Gend€ambridge: Polity Press, 2007
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and later Vickers Wellingtorf$! By summer 1942, RAF monrel had flown over 650 operational

sorties from Alconbury, at a cost of 67 aircraft. twastahi s t i me t hat a new chay
history began when the station was chosen to become one of the first bases to accommioelate t
newly-arrived EighthAir Force prompting i mprovements to the air
for the arrivalof the heavy B4 Liberators of the 93rd Bomb Group in September 1942. However,

this group6s divedand invidovemlokof tha yearhihe B3rdvas eplaced with the

92nd Bomb Group, who were briefly joined by the 95th Bomb Group in the sunwh&943. In

September 1943 the 482nd Bombardment Group arrived, occupying the base until the end of the

war. Known agiPathfinder§ the 482nd was a compiie group, mainly made up of experienced

crews drawn from other bomb groups. Armed with cutthegg e r adar technel ogy, t|
17s and R4s flew at the front of theEighth Air Forcearmada, guiding the hug@craft formations

over the mission targe

The composite nature of the group reduced the opportunities for the type of locality prodocti
and community building seen at other bases. Many of the crews had already completed their
required missions before arriving at Aldmry, and allegiances their original bomb groups may
have been more influential than those formed at AlconbDye to their use of classified Radar
technology, the work of the 482 was relatively secretivand there seems to be some disconnect
betweenvarious sections of thgroup. As one veteran noted, ©O6Usually
t he Ot her s wé7%This alsohadkrepargussmms On what the veterans were allowed to
discuss after the walVhile the 100th BG was expanding its membepsini the postwar yearsthe
482nd BG was noticeably absent from tighhth Air Forceveteran network. While a 482nd BG
Association did exist, its output and membership was not to the same scale as other §tdtips.
last largescale group reunion to Alatbury occurred in 1992, hven \eterans were given a tour of
the operational bas&4 The half century before this visit haddarght about significant alterations to
the airfield, as it was adapted to meet the technological developments and new threats of the Cold
War world. @lconbuly isstill operational but unrecognizalieemarked onereturning veteran,
alluding to the disaggintment that many must have felt at findiogly scatteredeminders of their
wartime experiences in the material fabric of the bg8& | t | o o k sh newibdildingsgadded  w i
and some old ones taken away.eThangars are still here. Base headquarnersew, but located

where our old headquarters site was. The dispersal area is now lighted tennis courts and baseball

621 Martin W.Bowman,1st Air Divion Eighth AirForceUSAAF 19425: Flying Fortress Squadrons in
Cambridgeshire, Bedfordshire, Essex, Hertfordshire and Northamptofishiidon Pen & Sword Book2007),
21.

62peter F. ArdizziThe9 A 3K G K ! A NJ C 2 NJodsrespohdens Zulidaiod. 1538 {ERIDMAS Bodc®
Archive, Penn State

236t I G KTAYRSNAE EghiAd Borcé Arghive, PebniState.

624 (482BG Reunion at Alconbiéngeries 5Mighty Eighth Archive, Penn State.

625 ande From Somewhere in Englarid®.
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diamonds. And our old mess hall has be&emoved, possibly up the street and converted to ahf
recalled Ralph Balling&$ followingar et ur n vi sit to Al conbury. Bal | i
navigate the Cold War base by describing the changes to the landscape represent the memory work

that returning veterans were forced to when facedwith t opogr aphy that was no

This long period of postvar USAF occupation, from 1951 until 1996, is an obvious reason for
the relatively scant accounts of returning veterans. Rathertharev oc at i ve Twel ve 006 ClI
landscapesfoundatany of Engl andds ddordourydpresentat a aymtofof el d s , I
modernwarfare closed off to outsiders. Within the bounds of the barbed wire fence, wartime
Nissen huts were torn down and régcedwith concrete bunkers, while the cracked runwaysre
resurfaced and expanded for a fleetTd®-1 (U-2) reconnaissance planes. From the 448§ 0s to
mid-80s, the base went through a particularly-fanching overhaul, which led to the removal of
modg of the Second World Warera buildings.

AV \ W\
Figure28 '482nd Pathfinder Plaque Dedication' (Source: 70688, Eighth Air Force Archive, Penn State)

Just as thelpysical landscape of the base was alterethbge improvements, so too was its affective
meaning. While occupying the same footprint as its Second World War predecessor, the Cold War

base was a worldveay fom the nostalgid-ields of Little AmeridathatE a s t  Aecgnd Warld s

626 _ande,Frome Smewhere in Englandl2.
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War airfields hd become synonymous with in the public imagination. While civilians had often been
invited onto US bases for work and social events during the war year& otet\War era heralded

the construction ofbarbedwire fences andhe installation okecurity fores, leaving locals to

imagine the purpose of the impenetrable blast proof structuheg emerged from the airfield

landscape.

Defined as a period wheihe world held its breatld the years between 1945 and 1991 were
characterised by paranoia, susperandanticipatiorf2? Prys Gruffudd compares the differences
between the Second World War and Cold War in the public imagination, arguing that in the post
war years the pastoral bluskies and Spitfires associated with the Battle of Britain were replaced
with the uncertainty and foreboding of Cold War militarisatiditne sky has been dispossessed of it
Englishness, by Amer i can hesk s anything but r@assudng,8raai et f al
whole new realm of symbolism is attached t@38.Unlike Thorpe Abbotts, where the past
peacefully resided in the pastoral present, Cold War Alconbury stood as a symbol of an uncertain
future. Exploring the concretstructures of the forme nuclear research establishment at Orford
Ness, twenty years after its dertion, writer W. G. Sebald mused,imagined myself amidst the
remains of our own civilization after its extinction in some future catastrof¥¥d.he abiliy of Cold
War installaions to affect visitorsvasamplified by their secretive functions. At Afltbury, the
Avionics Building (nicknamed Magic Mountaia) subterranean bunker built to process the
photographic intelligence gathered by the-ITRpy plaes. The pyramidal blastap is designed to
withstand a nucleastrike, while the large tanks wouldave contained enough oxygen to keep its

occupants alive for four weeksenough time for them to send their intelligence back to the US.
Figure28 '482nd Pathfinder Plaque Dedication' (Source: 70688, Eighth Air Force Archive, Penn State)

From the outside, lie grascovered bunkeiis reminiscent of an ancient monument, a cross

between an Egyptian pyranadd a Neolithic burial mound. A concrete driveway leads into a warren

of empty rooms and decontamination chambers. Like the Doomsday Clock, designed tthearn

wor | dds p ovwcdbseave areotemutual destruction, the bunker serves as an ominous

synb o | of the proximity of annihilation. Under st a
focus the decisions that would have been made in the evenudearwar. The decontanmation

chambers, for example, are not merely examples of military tecwyplbut powerful reminders of

the environmental destruction that defenceless civilians would have been subjecieduid nuclear

weapons have been deploybd ether side.

627 Jeremylsaacs,TaylorDowning,Cold War: For 45 Years the World Held Its Brathdon:Bantam,1998).
628 pyrsGruffudd, "Reach for the sky: the air and Engtisltural nationalism.'Landscape ResearcVol.16,
No.2 (1991)24.

629\W. G. Sebaldlhe Rings of SaturNew York: New Directions, 199237.
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Figure29 The Avionics Building, nicknamedadyic Mountain'(Source: Urban & Civic)

The decision by the U.S. Air Force to reopen Alconbury in 1951, along with other wartime
bases, came at the gimnirg of a period defined by defence expertstaMut ual 'y Assur ed
Destruct i on 0 .allobtmecledr Wwar dictated thoe fmasaive builgiprogramme that
took place across the country, as Britain and America sought to construct military edli@es
symbolised their anticipation of future conflicts. This atmosphere of suspense would |dsttueast
the 1970s, when the doctrine of Flexo | e Response reframed the air ba
While the threat of nuclear destruction wahquite so immediate in the 1970s and 1980s,
Alconbury was nevertheless a site shrouded in uraiety, epitomised by the unique extvede
hardened aircraft shelters and bunkers constructed to house and maintain {28 &1
reconnaissance aircraft. Arfery from the simplistic@ooddvs @vibnarrative of the Second World
War bombing campaign,ttemer i cands sur veil | aenteétherblorlfeé at Al co
geopolitical lines of the Cold War. Isecretive purpose and fortified appearamoade ita target for
disarmament and arfimerican militarism protests, despite no nuclear weapons evargostored
on the base. In 1966, a contingentrin the Lynn and District C.N.D. staged a protest march against
the Vietnam War from Huntingdon té\lconbury830 By 198, Molesworth peace campers were

604 &8yYy / ®bd5d ,Ayyin AdnEBiséry Mdy 1866. NDK ¢
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staging a monthly protest at Alconbury, aimed at blockathieghasé gates3! In 1985, twenty

peace proesters were arrested for attempting to storm their way onto the runway at Alconkfdty.
Close to the southern parbf the perimeter fence a concrete plinth still bears amar graffiti,
including the phrasedlo US Base Heiid&Remember Hiroshim@and®uclear Graveyard

Alconbury, like other Cold War military installations, becameonduit for sociepolitical tensons
thathavelingeredlong after the threat has passed. As Navafashin argues, it ithe subgctivities

and residual affects théhger, like a hangover, in the aftermath of wanaolenceé$32 For Navaro,
neither the ruins of war, nor the people whitve amongthem are not affective on their own, but
both produce and transmit affectlationallyDiscussing thénelancholiéexpelienced by Turkish
Cypriots living among the properties and objects appropriated during war from members of the so
called@nemybcommunity, Navareyashin argues thdhey [the inhabitants] put the ruins into
discourse, gmbolize them, interpret them, paicize them, understand them, project their subjective

conflicts onto them, remember them, try to forget them, historicitteem,and soon@s34

Exploring the Britsh Armys pr esence at Adrglies thantilitany landscapesk i e
are dconiddin that theyfhave a meaning which goes much further than their overt preséstddsing
Leyds exi st ent iiaglé$eduggessthsich larslscapds showddaba read as a text,
complete withdnarkeséwhich sewxe to give meaning to thiandscape. As a mwticaltopography
of meaning, defence icons can simultaneously be perceived as places of security/places of stre
places of stimulus/places of ennui; and places of status/places oftstifoibwing the remaal of
cruise missiles from the decommissioned Greenham Common USAF base in 1992, artists Jane and
Louise Wilson were invited to record their impressions &gt sie. Their resulting Turner
nominated work- a series of video projections shawg different apects of the abandoned GAMMA
silos- is intended to unsettle the viewer, suggesting that a malevolent presence remains even after
the departure of the objecof threat$37 The notion that Cold War heritage i§earsoméis arguably
an inherem part of its ocial fabric, and by extension, its significance. As multidimensional
topographies of meaning, military sites have an added layer of complexity when askessintgure
uses While a monument of war may have historical value, its affectiveness asralszrof a painful
past can in some cases support the argument for removal. Another debate is whether the recency of

Cold War heritage sites makes them lessthbrically significant,ranore, given their relevance to

Blgon . SENRBR ! 32Y -t 9P Newhid Meaveedzy/iRo/node/7144/30/eas-ago
peacecampsround, [accesse®th February 2022

62¢ . I &S tAN@déed ®Brass and Journdl April 1985

633 NavareYashingAffective Spaces, Melancholic Object
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present communities? These are just sonfi¢he issues thatquateghe assessment of military
heritagefds significance t penveloppdincfdids of gatesial,c o mp | e x

discour®, andaffectsss

In its guidance note on the research, evaluation and recording of histori@amgibviation sites,

Historic England recommends thainy decisions about the management of individual historic
aviation sites and structures should be based poper understandig of their special

archaeological, architectural or histos@nificancé3® As well as assessing their tangible heritage
valuesjnspectorss houl d al s o d&ocalars cothmunal walEsuch as any associations
with paticular squadrons or ups, or personal links that may have developed between the site and
the local community40 Given the potential for divergent meanings at military sites, particularly those
associated with a controversial past, it could be arguedtthia guidance doesai go far enough in
acknowledging the range of interpretations, which atemfolarised and conflicting, but

nevertheless vital to understanding the layers of meaning invested in military hdrithegd Erica
Avrami questions whawould happerd i f ¢ ompsireiples focused on how people engage with

decisioamaking abouheritage and theprocese f par té#tci pati ono

The idea that military sites can take some of their meaning from those opposed to their existence is
exemplfied at the famer USAF base at Greenham Common. The Berkshire base, which was home
to Ninth Air Force fighter groups during the war, was reopenedhe late 1950s as a US Strategic
Air Command bomber airfield. In 1980, Greenham Common was selecteditesfarghe USAir

W

Forcds mobil e nuclear ar med L aunc hlkeotinudkarweapoas, Mi s si |

Greenham Co mmo ne Gadopvasedtablisked, macupied by a community of thousands

of protesters over a nineteegyear period. Wherthe base evewally closed, stakeholders debated

whose voices should be heard in the future use @ommemoration of the site. Who did the

heritagegb bel ongd to? The baseds wartime occupant s,
the protestersAndeed, how dos this significance change over time, as perceptions shift? The 2022
invasion of Ukaine, for example, has arguably altered the adfgeherated by old War heritage,
particularly given the seemingly increased threat of nuclear war ancetemergence obld

adversaries. Whenesidents wereasked whether current events had changed ttafitudes to

Al conbur yds Col despdvaeant statedrthait imngoee relatabhe@owrl am living

638 English Heritagdvlonumentsof War: The evaluation, recording and management of twentthtury
military sites(United Kingdom: English Heritage, 1998

639 Reading, Hiborow, Jeremy Lake et addlistoricMilitary Aviation Sites: Conservation Guidant@

640 ibid

641 EricaAvrami,Values in Heritage Managemeft. Paul Getty Trust, 200982
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through it¥42 Rather than being an obsolete bfthe pastt he bui | di ngs® percei ve
function has been given new significance. Anoftheonbury inhabitant replied how iinakes you

think why they were removed from us&3 No longer an obsolete relic of a past conflict, the

b unker s @oussymbalisrds aites of ominous threandimpenetrable protectiorhave been

revitalised in ligt of current events.

642 Responsefrom online survey conductedh April 2022
643ibid
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Figure30 Aerial view of Alconbury Airfield, taken in 1945 (Source: Urban & Civic)

Figure 31 RAF Alconbury in 1966 (Source: Urban & Civic)




Figure32 RAF Alconbury in 129at the end of an expansive building program which took place between 1977
and 1990 (Source: Urban & Civic)

Figure33 Alconbury in 2020, after seven years of construction work (Sourcgle3darth)
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The multivocal and mulfeceted nature of military remains therefore makes a@atlompassing
assessment of their heritage values inherentbbpgmaticé44 At Alconbury, as with most largscale
devel opment s, t he listoricfabric has beamecatudiedtotf e tphreo jse ctteddss
Heritage Statement, produced by a firm of professional heritage consuitaissupport of its
Outline Panning Applid#on, submitted in 2012, Urban & Civic commissioned CgMs to produce its
HeritageStat egy . Il denti fying the siteds heritage asse
to provide ad@letailed strategy forth@ r e s er v at i oignifieafice wich ieacorparatee 6 s s
benefits arising from the design and layout of the scheme, thiseeof assets, and the involvement
of the general public in heritage and archaeology proj@stsed on archival and desksed
research undertaken by CgM&ereportbegn s wi t h an overview of the si
development, detailing how changes @igonnel and purpose shaped the evolution of the airfield.
This is followed by an assessmefito Al conburyds heritage assets. Th
National Plannig Pol i cy Fr a me @ignifitaiosasdloeedlue of a heritage asetf
this and future generations because of its heritage interest. The interest may be araieaiolo
architectural, artistic, or historic. Significance desimdtonlyfran a her i t age asset 0s

presence, but also from its settiidfé

The summay of the Heritage Statement concluded that Alconbury airfield gwesdominantly, a
Cold War site, with some disjointed elements remaining from the Secondl&/@dfar, frequently
with a Cold War context imposed uponthe®’The bel i ef t h aMorldWWare si t e

(@)}
n

heritage has been overlaid by the later additions appears to suggest that tifieaige of the

Second World Warbuilt fabric has been isome waydiluted by tke Cold War interjections. Their

setting eroded by later adaptations and additidhe Second World War structures are presented

as being out of place. This is reflected in Btatement of Significance, which argues that many of the

si tuwldngsaled 6no significanced due t g8Thaireemevalosi on ¢
ther ef or e, woul d not be detri ment distoricBngland s under st
argumentis essentialist in its implication that the destroctiof the Secod World War setting

renders the surviving building as being out of place in thestapk itsgeniusloci or o&spirit of

having been logt® This approach fails to take into account the argummaide in this thesighat

644 Arthur J Schofeld and Wayne D. Cocroffds) A Farsome Heritage: Diverse Legacies of the Cold War

(Londm: Routledge, Taylor & Francis Group, 2)24.
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bodies neer live in isohition, but are always connected to other bodies in a complex assemblage

that have tle capacity to generate affects.

The comparatively low significee given to most of the airfield structures contrasts with the WWII

era Watch Office, whiclis designated s havi ng oO6nati onal significance
status as thdbestpreserved example of a standard type built for bomber sateltaéans during

the Second World Wa@*5° In contrast, the 1950s control tower, which is itsalfrelatively nique

example of its type, was not listed, despite petitions by the Airfield Relgaroupto protect it.

This omission resulted in the buildingibg deemed as being @bcal significan€es! Without

statutory protection, the tower was dewlished in 2015to the disconcertion of mangf

Alconbunyd €old War veterans. The tower,whichvea i n use from the 1950s wunrn
closure, was a focalgint in the airfield landscape, allowing panoramic views of the sprawling base.

Its longevitymeant that it lad witnessed multiple aircraft take off from and return to Alconbury over

the courseof 40 yearsd an operational life that far exceeded that oktlisted Second World War

Watch Office. Commenting on a video showing the demolition of thidding, one vetran

remarked,®orst video I've EVER SEEN! Grab a BOX of Kleenex! | was statidmme 527th

Aggressor SQ part of 10th AGS from 19846...these wre the BEST 2 years of my life, hard to let it
go'6Another commentedf was stationed therdor 6 years inthe 1970s. My heart sunk when |

viewed this. | loved it ther@s2

Considering thenveight given to listed buildings over undesignated assekeiplanning process,
it could be argued that decisiemakers need to look beyond the functiorgrity, or operational
value of military heritage. Explaining the set of criteria for selectinr@dowers for preservation
in England, Historic Englantiead of Military Programmegdphn SchofieJ@rgues that towers
should be protected if they metrgy, or a combiation, of the following four reasons: the control
tower is in good condition and hastained its original features; the tower is situated onta sif
operational significance, such as a base with strong ties to the Battle of Britaiitethas historg
interest that is not connected to its operational history, such as Twinwood Fainere band leader
Glenn Miller flew from on his fateful flighthe final reason is if the control tower retains an obvious
and visual relationship to contgrarary surviviig fabric or the flyindieldss3Wh i | e Schof i el dods

criteria allow for the appreciationf historic events in the significance of an otherwise architecturally

802  GOK hFFAOS YR hLISNIdA2ya w2 2H6toricEnglaridO2 y 6 dzZNE | A NJF
https://historicenglandorg.uk/listing/the-list/list-entry/106 7832 ?section=officidist-entry (accessed 1%

March 2022)
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853 Schofield Aftermath, 56-57.
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unremarkable buildinghere is no value assigned to tlegeryday encounters that oaared at these

sites, and the myriad of memories ingrainediethbui | di ngd s fngdhapiershaveAs t he
shown, it was the repeated actions of base personnel, rather than extraordinary events, that

produced sites thick with affect and meaniBgamining the ik between history and heritage,

Raphael Samuealggests that th@lreamscapd&mnddheatres of memorgicreated by encounters

with heritage are essenti al dhesenseof pastuahatyegivent andi ng
point of time, is quite asnuch a matter of history as what happenedti#s4 One could certainly

argue that he &pecial atmosphetat Thor pe Abbotts is part of the

the memories of veterans constitute the social fabric of Alcanlyud s  C oontobl towerr ¢

This is certainly the belief lieby Paul, a board member of the ARBd an expert on the
history of Alconbury who gave me a tour of the air base on our first meetibgiving around the
deserted site, Paul pointed out theuitdings that vere due to be demolished later that week. One
structure d a prefabricated airfielduildingd was of particular concern. He claimed that the listing
officer who hadtondemnedthe building had failed to see its value as anything more thgical
airfidd structure of its period, deemed to be d@fo significanc@Had he inspected thimterior, or
indeed talked to veterans, then he would have learnt that the building was integral to operations at
Alconbury, from the Second World War all thway through ¢ the 1990s. As we stood in front of
the brick workshop, Paul encouraged me to imagthe hustle and bustle of people who would have
passed through the buildingds doors during the b
heritageconsultants daot appreciate the attachments that people hdwened with these buildings
over theyears- not only those who used them during their operational life, but also those who have
dedicated years painstakingly researching their history. Hetignesl how somene with limited
knowledge otwentieth centurymilitary architecture could ultimatg decide the fate of a building
without even leaving their car for a thorough inspection. Whether or not this criticism is founded,
Paul ds di spresants a Vieghatehe planming and listing processes plaaerhuch
emphasis on airfield buildins 8 aest heti ¢ and architectural value
memory-scape. As mosirfieldbuildings are prefabricated, temporary, and utilaritheir overd
significance is often underestimated as ate¥Vhile the incorporation of themore-than
representational into the evaluation of airfiel.odo
pre-cognitive attributes, there is nevertless the potenial for the recognition of the significance of
memories in the constructionofaplae 6 s soci al i dentity. Differenti:
memory, Pierre Nora argues th@&le mory i s | ife, borne by I|living sc
History, on theother hand, is the reconstruction, always profmatic and incomplete, of what is no

longer. Memory is a perpetually actual phenomenon, a bond tying us to the eternal present; history

654 RaphaeBamuelTheatres of MemoryondonVerso,1996), 259-444.
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is a representation of the pa®f5 Memory is, according tblora, an@ffective and magicdink

directly anchoring usata past that is constantly evolviagd continually cominmto-beingést As a

memory space, Alconburydés significance not only
communities whdave formed déctive connections with the site, and in doing so, imbued it with a

complex web ofmeaning.

Affectiverecording andhe technologies of memory

When discussing the demolition of Alconbury We
Head of Communies and Partnerships, | was quickly reassured that the loss of the built fabric
would be mitigated by a thorough recairty process being undertaken by a team of building
archaeologist®’ The photographs taken prior to demolition will be caéd and eventaily donated
to the Huntingdonshire Archives, where they will be made publiclyataill e . Ur ban & Ci vi c
approach fdbws the advice laid out in the Heritage Strategy, in line with Historic England
recommendations. However, the process abfducing a visal record of the material, as a substitute
for the insitumaterial culture, is itdéproblematic. The role of the &hive as a storehouse for
memory is criticised by Nora, who sees the traditional arcragéhe deliberate and calculated
secretion of Ist memory. It adds to lifé itself often a function of its own recordinga secondry
memory, a prosthesimemory®s8 Despite the apparent detriments of the photograph as an affective
recording tool, Watson has argued that the silence & gfhotograph ione of its strengths in the
reproduction of Cold War memory@d o represent the wortl in a still and silent way crezg a
contemplative space for the viewer to observe and reflect on the transient nature of time and the
notion of history®5° In respect to fnotographs of Cold War architecture, they have the potential to
capture the®olitude and silence of these sites whistill evoke the terrifying noise of confli&# De
Jongand Rowlandse s cr i be phot ogr aphs thaswhen cdmbieedvihn ol ogy of
other technologies, such aiual and oral traditioncan create a palimpseastemorysé! Despite the

potential to recor d a ofglacpsrtheosigh prosthetit nhemonhdat mos p her e

655 PierreNora,dBetween Memory and History: Les Lieux de MémpiRepresentations/ol26, No.8 (1989)
8.
656 jbid

857 Interview with Réecca BrittonUrban & Civic, 20March 2020.

658 Nora,Between Memory and Histogy> H c ®
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860 Watson Heritage, Affect and Emotion: PoliticsaBtices and Infrastructure®51.

8lFerdinand de Jong, A OKF St w2 g f | Yy R& dAlterSatve Imagifdrigsdf MerSagindWed S Y
Africa.(Routledge 2007), 23.
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reliance on recording as mitigation of thask of historicfabric has frustrated the ARG, who feel
that those doing the recording work haveteh failal to report their findings so that steps can be
taken to preserve any historical features. A piece of Cold Wea wall art, for example, was

destroyed before theARG was given the opportunity to rescue the artefact.

A potential solution can béound in the attempts by researchers across disciplines to develop
methodologies for capturing affe&e. Of most relevance to this chapter is Phil Jones amdes

E v a n $000 of Rasdue Geograpbgs a technique fotapturing the embodied relationship

between communities and urban spaces prior to redevelopn®hEmploying a research

met hodol ogy involving wal king i nctdonesanévans ar ound
conclude that capturing connections between people and places can lead¢canthentic

regeneration schemes which respond sympathetically to landscapes already soaked in affective
connectiongd%4 By not merely recording the materiaémains of a &, but also capturing how
peoplefeelabout a place, the socicultural connectionshat transformed spaces into places can be

to some extent preserveds® The potential for these affective recording methods have already been
exercised witlin a military ontext. In 2005 a group of archaeoists and artists were given

permission by Engh Heritage and the Ministry of Defense to create a series of records in the

months prior to the closure of RAF Coltishall in Norfotké Rather than simply @rding the but

remains of the base after its dmsion, the practitioners usedilm, photographynd sound

recording, along with conventional heritage methodologies, to create a series of complementary
multi-vocal records of the site during its final mihs of operatbn. Like Jones and Evans r e sne ar ¢ h i
Birmingham, the participants were abletorecd how t he baseds inhabitant s
environment. Their conclusion was th@gverie, alertness, instant response and a deep sense of

historical cantinuity formeda constellation of feeling and gjlance at RAF Coltish&i#? As well as

recordingthe connections between military personnel and Coltishall, the team were also driven by a
desire to understand to what exterhe atmosphere could béarchivedd¢e Aware that the lives of

military sites @ not end with their functional operation, the autrs argue that these places are
alwaysbecoming and that the atmosphere of the base would inevitably change following its
abandonmenfig? Rather than the msterious, uncany absent presences recorded astists working

662 SeeBritta Timm Knudsen and Carsten Stagéfective Methodologies: Developing CudtLiResearch

Strategies for the Studyf Affect(London:PalgraveMacmillan,2016).

663 Jones and EvanBgscue Geograph2315.

664ibid

665 Massumi,Parables for the Virtual32.

866 JohnSclofield, Wayne CocroftAngus Boulton, Gair Dunlop, and Louise K. Wilsot? & ¢ KS | SNRPRNR Y S ¢
HeritageaR [ I Y R&AOF LIS | i ChnNdaDNSocial A&habdofydl.123N6. 11 {2012)120-42.
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in abandoned Cold War sites (such those recorded at Greenham Common and Orford Ness),
the atmosphere at Coltishall during its occupation was defined by its neatness and order. This
fundamatal paradox irthe recording of military sitepresents an inherent difficulty for those
seeking ¢ record the affective connections associated with a site once it has ceased to opEnate.
abandoned ruins of Cold Wagra military architecturefor exampe, have beenypified as being
uncanny and hating; unsettling affects related to an awarenesthefsite as an unknown, secret
and concealed plaé& Nevertheless, these subjectivities are significant in their own right as
testimony to the meaningnakirg that continus to shape the social fabric ofilitary sites after their
operational use has ende@apturing these evolving affects at the former AWRE site at Orford Ness
has been the aim of environmental artist Antony Lyons, who produced an assemblagered
recordi ngs pr es entoisnpgh &t Bxpdassio. hiseniethoddlogyt Liyasesscibes how

he &et out to absorb some of the light and dark poetic atmospherics and spaces of Orford Ness,
playing with contaeimic and other sonics in this ée wind-sweptshingle landscape of fluid and
contested futures. Beginning to explore the challengiecommuniating affect and atmosphere via
film-based creativeesearchd”2 The series of videos take viewers across Orford Ness, pausing in
concrete bunkes and Second Wdd War huts to capturethe acoustics of the space. When
combined with the walkingiterviews enployed by Jones and Evans, this type of affective mapping
has the potential to contribute to a record of the site that goes beyond its matesiah finstead

incorporating the ethereal and sensory to create a multivocal archive.

While the focts of the fomal recording process at Alconbury has been the creation of a
photographic and written record, an alternative, almost accidental, archive heghedess emered
that has combined a record of personal memories with a rdiftiensional recordig of the bae 6 s
tangible heritage. During the Covi® lockdown, for example, Urban & Civic commissioned the
production of a virtual reality tour of the Col&@lVar Avionics huilding. Using 3D mapping, the video
allows users virtuall§valkdthrough the deseaed building s wa r r e 3 Abvérious points s .
there is an option to hear more about the purpose of the space fmARG representativelhese
interjedions provide ontext to the bare rooms of the bunker. While the tour lacks the affective
intensites reportedfrom residents who have visited the Avionics Building in the flesh, technology
nevertheless offers accessible opportunities for engagementwitht s i t el@dturanat er

Contributing to this multimedia record has been the recording of menesr and stdes associated

570 Luke Benatt (Ed.),In the Ruins of the ColWlar Bunker: Affect, Materiality and Meaning Makifigondon:
Rowman & Littlefield Internationa2017), 190.

671 Antony Lyonsd h NF 2 NR b S & & ¢hBp¥ 2A/@nkdkcSNIKBZ528Faccessed 24t November
2021

572 ibid

673 AlconburyWeald Cold War VR Bunker Toéllgonbury Wealghttps://www.alconbury
weald.co.uk/about/heritage/bunketour/ [accessed 9" May 2022.
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with the siteds history, from the Second World V
been curated by the Airfield Regead Group and spported by Urban & Civic through the donation

of an airfield building of the formaveapons strage area of the site to house their growing
collection chronicling Alconburyds history. I n N
welcomeda visit from the daughter of a 92 BG veteran, who was based at Alconbury during the

Second WorldWar. Her visit included a tour of the former base and a visit to the Airfield Research

Group archive building. During héime at the base and prompted bythe objects inthe collection-

she imparted some of the anecdotes that her father had sharedhettabout his time at

Alconbury. At Thorpe Abbotts, these type of informal walking interviestegred with volunteers as

American veterans and their descentlawalk aroundhe site, has been integral to the preservation

of embodied memories of the ba8#.Indeed, ondongstandingvolunteerhas begun writing down

the stories hehas been told by visiting veterans over ywars.Engagememwith those who are

affectively connected to Alconbury is therefore vital to the creation gfadimpsest memorgf the

former baseThe ARG is also making effarto record the memories of those based at Alconbury

during the Cold War years, aseill as theserving personnel whoperate from the active part of

Alconbury airfield. While the connection between the units based at RAF Alconbury and the

heritage that remins on the former flying field is not as celebrated as theh18i0 Refueling Wing s

ancestal relationshipwithh ei r &6spi ri tual homed at Thorpe Abbot
continuity of military tradition that adds another layer of meaning to skie. Interestingly, some of

the Americans stationed at Alconbury have chosen ta teomes onthe Weald, further
contributing to the complex meaninrgia ki ng process and cementing | inl
past, present and future. Collecting thesemories, old and new, is vital to the preservation of

Alconbury as a place thathhse e n e®h d m ¢ o wuwals And sommunitied, alvof whom

would have established their own emotional connections with the landscape of the base. By

developing creiéve methods to record these mukirocal accounts, there is an opportunity to
contribute to what Lafluercallsanew ocabul ary of war éone which mi mi

the very terrain war occupies: the everyday, the virtual, the banal, the imrt@rfen

674 Interview with Rob Batley, Curator of the 0BG Memorial Museum.
MarcLafleur,a [ ATS YR RSI (K -A§gYad KiGiCirpehtiBrded.) Gulfure (T#uSna,!and
Conflict,(2015), 225.
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Situating the Past in the Present:-Bse and Affectivénterpretation

ReUse

The first and most proming reuse ofAlconbury® material heritage has been the restoration of
the Gradell listed Watch Office, completed in late 2018.2021, it vas announced that the Watch
Office would be leased to restauranbain and coffee rasters, Bohemia, to offer a negining
experience to the residents of Alconbury. The Nissen hut has subsequently been transformed into a
cafe and restaurant, while the adjong tower is available for privafanctionhire. The cafe has
proven to be extremely popular since opening. Theetalclad walls of the Nissen hut reverberate
with the sound of chatter as customers enjoy cappuccinos and plates of smashed avocadde The ca
is also popular with US service personnel based at the actixteop RAF Alconbuy; their accents
servingasaemi nder of the buildingds former use and i
The stencilled silhouettes of aircraft and decorate thterior of the Nisserhut, above a painted
timeline of the basérom its construdion in 1937 until its closurén 1995. Despite these efforts at
heritage interpretation, the affective atmosphere of the building is markedly different from the
purported &pecial atmosphed®f control tower museums like Thorpe Abbott©nline reviews
praise the@uirky buildinganddunky décobof the &ute little establishmetbut none pause to
comment of the buil di Agrbedransformation oflersite standsén f unct i on
opposition to Schof fowels@@ sfterasicrgdsites and as subhashouldvat ¢ h
engage the visitor, evoking some response which brings the events of 60 years ago into sharp
focus®”7” While the building is not replete frorhistorical interpretation, the provision of information
about t he sksthepgrsonadhstodes mung typlcakighth Air Forcenemorial
museums. Outside, the Memorial Green that fronts the buildingdess purposefully dipped to
createdeverentviewdo f t he bui l di ng. I't could be ffacivgued, h
value lies not in itsnaterial form, but in the opportunity it offers to look outwards onto the airfield
landscape. The raicted access to the upper floors of éhcontrol tower therefore threatens to
disrupt the symbiotic relationship betweenghower and its setting; a lasdape already eroded by

the demolition of all other Second World Wagra buildings on this part of éhsite.

Despite the commercial reusef éhe building, one interviewee believed that Bohemia presented
a sustainable userfthe historic structure. Whilemost residents would only visit a museum or

memorial on the site once or twice, a coffee shop offered a ptaaeturn to time and time aga,

676 Examples of GogleReviewsfor & . 2 K $ Y /012 y 6 dzN(ccessSd- 1DNRag 2022)
677 Schofield Aftermath, 57.
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she argued?® This opinion appears to be shared by the majority of those questio®f the 20

people surveyedynly one disagreed with the decision to convert the Watch Office to a é&f€he

fact that 90 per cent of rggondents had visited Bohemiaiist sel f i ndi cati ve of t he
within the local community. Taking theqarment that the production obicality begins with the

affective orientation of local subjects, then these repeated encounters @esovesor ruts into

peopl e d sdmndgdcausirgy tha uilding to take on a new meaning to those who frequent it,

ewen if this value is not diregtlrelated to its historic us€ When asked what they thought was the

most prominent reminder of Alconbury Weel d 86 s hi st or yrespondentsementianeda r t er s
the Watch Office in their answer. Perhaps because of itstieolas a last remnant of thEghth Air

Forcebase, juxtaposed amid a plethora of new development, the Watch Office has established itself

as a historical landmark withthe new locality. While the reuse of the control tower breaks the
commemorative moul established in the postar years for the restoration and sanctification of

Eighth Air Forcecontrol towers, it nevertheless servesasa | | ect i ve mnemoni c of 1

wartime past and a space for the production of new emotional connections.

While the restoration of the Watch Ofte was not without its difficulties, its associated
connotations as a Second World W-ara building has angbly made its incorporation into

Al conbury Weal dds | andscape mor e st ruatedgvthinf or war d
a wellestablishd national code of remembrance, the heritage of the Second World War is
cemented in the cultural memory ohé US and the UK its meaning riatively unchallenget In
contrast, the Cold War is part of a contested memory kiilherently linked to world pditics, its
significance constantly shifting as a result. The future of the Cold War buildings on thasite
understandably presented a naal of challenges for the developers, not least finding a suitable use
that will conplement the unconventional sizend form of the military structures. Nevertheless, the
designation of the Avionics Building and two Extvade Hardened Aircraft Shelters (it to house

U-2 spy planes) as Grade |I* has made finding suitable new uses tauittlings essential. At the
Outline Planning stage, Urban & Civic proposed the creation@bid War Heritage Areéaround

the listedbuildings and the building surrading them. This area will be designeddsl the unique
story of this placé s in iotélligence gathering abme of the most frightening periods of our
historyd82 It is the potentially troubling affects that thisighteningheritage may have on seents

that has encouraged Urban & Civic to offer this question to local resid@atgen the military

578 Interview withAlconbury Weltl resident, April 2022.

579 Responses from online survey conducted in April 2022.

580 \Waterton, Watson, Tolikelly (eds)Heritage, Affect and Emotioa18.

581 JorgEchtenkamp an&tephan deger Eds.),Views of ViolenceRepresenting the Secoldorld War in
German and European Museums and Memorialdord:Berghahn Book£56.

82¢1 SNAGF IS | NB I éhBps:NconO@afiah dzNdurpwéald tdRuE/heritagearea/#gf 2
[accessed 2DMay 2022].
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nature ofthis area in the development, how do we ensure ieigaging, positive and reflecti®s?
Suggested uses have ranged from a cinema, boygad art studio, to an archery range and
laser quest arena. Others have calledthe creation of a museum dneritage centre to share the
story of AdirtleerCbldiWay. dhe divergent uses of the Cold War buildings, ranging
from leisure vaues to commemorative spaces, has only added to the problems of building a diverse
new community within the ruins foa military past. However, Schofield reminds ug tha heritage

of conflict gains much of its significance througlaitscord valué ard its ability to trigger debate
about the past and inspire thoughts of the futifi®@ Situating the Cold War bunken the present
therefore requires@n adept blendip of the affective (making the place touch the visitor), world
embracing materiality anchapenness to meaningakingd8 Some degree of provocation in the-re
use of these spces can be seen as an essép@at of encouraging affective experiences thagage

people with the materiality of the buildings on a more personal I&gel.

Figure341991 aerial photograph of the U2/TRhangars at RAF Alebury, with the extent of the éfitage
Area identified (Source: Urban & Civic)

683 bid

684 Schofield Combat Archaology 111.

685 uke Bennett, (edln the Ruins of the Cold War Bunker: Affétaferiality and Meaning MakingLandham,
MD: Rowman & Littlefield Internadinal,2017), 240
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I n order to mitigate against the | osisedthdir t he sit
commitment to peserving thebinemondo f Al c on b ur y & s h andhitecturahdetgils,u s e, t h
street names, landscaping, and the reuse of certain recovered airfield artefacts, such as wall art and
approach light&7 The most prominent examplef this preservation ishe decision to retain the

linear space of the runway agablic park. The protection athis footprint is intended to maintain a

vi sual l ink between the surviving histooricc buil o
function to be readn context. While not explicitly mentioned, the creation aftype of memory

scape through he retention of certain fragments of the
notion of the absent presence discussed in the previthapter. The plans to tain the @hosbtof

the runway in the landscape allude toetattempts to cultivate the setral into the everyday

landscaping of the development, in what Edensor might use as an examplé@wofititaneity of

haunting, which arisg¢krough both banal andpogctacular processes of urban change and production

of obsdescencei®8 Of course, in thiscontext, the runway is not becoming obsolete, unlike the

rusting Nissen hut or fading wall art of the typi€aghth Air Forcebase, but rathr transformed and

regererated after decades of abandonment. Will these attemptaigating memory througteareful
landscapingnemorialisatorand appr opri ation invoke tAhteis ai r fi el
thesis has alluded tperhaps the queginisnotsoclearcutb Ghost sd and the affect
they generate do noalways follow orders; their @sence cabe captured and transmittethrough
everydaytechnologies of memotyranging from photography and archivingst@aring memoriesio

a community Faceboolkage( t he 6 mundaneity of haumthe ngd, to qu
prosthetics of memory, Al 0o n b u r y ars allgvedasvalkson crutcheseven if their demesne is

restricted.

Interpretation

As part of my research, | interviewlea town planner whdought a house on Alconbury Weald
in 2020. Our conversation wagsarticularly insightfulasshed pr evi ously written he
dissertation on the consultation of stakeholders in the planning process at Alconbury ¥®ald.
When asked wht persuaded her tanove to the Weald, particularly after gaining an inside
knowledg of t he si t eofighhedve redeargh, slee explairiedhthat it was Urban &
Civicds commitment to | andscaping, fconfirmalesi gn poc
her choce. She was impressed with small planning details, such asuttieg of mature trees to

makethe development feel like it was an established community, and the incorporation of traditional

587 Heritage Strateg{duly 2012, Urban and Civig19.

688 Tim EdensorgMundaneHauntings: Commuting through the Phantasmag@viarkingClass Spaces of
Manchester, Englaréd €ultural Geographiegol 15, No. 3 (July 2008814.

589 Interview with Alconbury Weald resident, April 2022,
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materials into the design of the houses amhrtment blocks, s as the use of limestone typical of

the Cambridgeshire areah€ vernacular also extended the adoption of wide streets reminiscent

of American neighbourhoods. These touches set Alconbury apart frondthreOSrows of new

builds found on othernewesta e s . A | &Gease bf pladggtdgsiote her terminology, waalso

influenced by its histatipast. She commended the sensitive restoration of the control tower, which

serves as a focal point for the new community, while she fouechtiming of roads & individuals
associated with Alcdnbarybse &i tdedmtheEnterfrisea Fonge ra
campus, streets have been named after engineers, aircrew and aeroplanes that flew from Alconbury.

These markers ofterofce hertothinkalmut t he sitefds military histor)
the story behind the names$iowever, she admitted that she @lways looking for those types of

thing®and other residents might not actively seek out the meaning behine thestures. She

suge@sted that understanding among residents would improve oncelévelopers had installed

historical interpretation and waynarkers.Returning to Chapter One and the phenomenological

importanceof identifying and navigating the topograuf the base, it cold be argued thathe

significance of orientating residents digh familiarisation with theeggraphy of the base has come

full circle.

In recent years, heritage scholars have explored how affect theory can be applied to intdguretat
to offer Gnore-thanrepresentationdlexperiences for visitor&0 This process imolves engaging
visitors with the past on a sensory and emotional level, through interpretative content that
encourages visitors to engage with the intangible, as welleaganhgible. Alongside traditional
methods of conveying informatiooyratorscandt e mpt t o t r a nasphérdthraughp | ac e d s
sensory experiences that make people feel the past. Smith, Wetherell and Campbell argue that
affective interpretation shoullle dlexible, contextual, contingent and [an] ongoaumstruction and
assembling dfodily sensations, events, nmé@gs and consequende¥ Affective interpretation
should not necessarily make people feel a set emotion, such as joy or sadness, butuaenoiti
sensations as they emonstruct their encoungr with their own memories angbersonal relationship
to the past892 The final section of this chapter will evaluate the extent to which the delivery of the
Alconbury Weald has resulted in motbanrepresntational encounters for the new residents at

Alconbury.

Urban & Civic are in th@rocess of consultingwithreasie nt s about the form that

historical interpretation should take. On the developes websi t e, members of t h

6% See CampbelSmith and Wetherellgds.)Emotion, Afective Practices, and the Past in the Pres2ai8.
591 1hid, 8.

892 ApnaFieldingd® D2 Ay 3 5SS LIS NJ K I, Weritag®, Xcadehie Gollaboratiomd Affedtive
Engagements BlistoryVol.107,No. 375 (2022)413-4.
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to select from various examples of waymarking, sudotsn information boards, cundgwalls,

engraved floor tilespr contemporary sculptures, which would be used to convey historical

information as part of a sitevide heritage trail. Public art hasbeenp mot ed i n Ur ban & C
design policy as a methad engaging and inspiring looasidents.The favoured mediuris

muralism, due to its potential to visually mark the location of demolished airfield structures. The

developers explained thd@he former airfield activities provide many points of refererfor art

work including the icaic typography and murals padton runways and buildiredevationss®3 The
incorporation of wal/l art into Alconbur ywalWeal dos
art produced atEighth Air Forcebases, wher@aintings were used to reflect éhcollective identity

and valus of the group, such as in the Wingestveatirdout the missio®mural discussed in Chapter

One. I n Urban & Ci vi atténspttpeavakepoide ot asthe venleast,] i s m wi | |
awae ness of t he rmsscentefdhe Depressidem Pogt Office murdls, which were

designed to reinforce a particular set of local values through the invocation of a glorified past.

Despite tre planned efforts to engage residents withthe®&i'e mi | i t ar y hrgusd or vy,
that it is not the tandile heritage that is most affective, but rather the intangible resonances that
pervade the new development. One informant enjoyed howrhatine of the Americans based at
RAF Alconbury seepeiito the everyday lives of Wealesidents. For example, at Spavery day
the sound of the UK and US national anthems reve
loudspeakers to coincide with the daflag lowering ceremony. This patriotic infracticakesmost
new residents by surpse, but has quickly become partf Al conbury Weal dés dai l
sensory reminder of its continued links with the US military. Along with the presence of US military
jets in the skies overhead, many residents intetthe anthems as a reassuringtdrbanced enjoy
i t , keithe §clool bell hear the national anthem and you stop wédommented one resident,
6t always makes my G4gdemgrkedanctherd® Reminisderdaofthe s ay why
synchrongationo f t he ai r cr © wmiissionythetdailh sound ltgctivelyarientates

the new community and its military neighbours in the present.

Several times a year, the base practices its emergsgmyrity drills. During these exercises an air

raid siren is played throughthebadses t annoy sy sabeheardbndhe Weakl.rOoeu g h t
informant described her confusion at hearing tBgookysound for the first time. She was affected

by the drane and felt a chill as she was reminded Hilws must have been what it felt like have

lived here beforés Evay few months the Alconbury Weald community Facebook group receives

post from confusedesidents (many of whom are new arrivals to the esjatsking about the

59Heritage Strateg{July 2012, Urban and Civi@38.
694 Alconbury Weald Living Facebook Group, replies to post dated 23 April 2020
695 ibid
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strange noisedd've been hearing an old fashioned siren thigmng. Can anyone tell me whits

about pleasédasked one resident. One reply suggested that it was coming frenfotal primary

school, which had been holdindgsacondWorld War educational day, while others believed it was

another drill being condued by the USAF base. The trapscent quality of the noise has a

powerful affect on the community, although its integtation varies from individual to individual.

While some see it as aostalgiaeminder of the past life of the base, otharewit as aforeboding

omen ofuncertaindt ur es, particul arly gi veemuinsditheQbldv el op me
War. &/ery apocalypti@wrote one resident. Another agreedith her,@ hat 6 s such a good
description of it! | micd@hCihers areequicktoheadse thema ge out of
unsettled neighbours that theyill soon get used to the noises, arguin@tlthe strange sounds from

the base shouldinfactbesen as reassuring reminders that Al co
most powerfulsecurity forces on its doorsie @t least we will be the first to know in the event of

attack. Really find it qutinteresting living here. It beats so many other pld@msnmented one

Facebooluser, while another joked about being able to use onehef €Cold War bunkers in the

even of a nuclear attack?” The celebration of the auditory leaks as a part of commuilife at

Alconbury is emphasised by the praise forth® Blir Forcd s deci si on t o sound t he
during the nationa&Clap for Careréevent to show support to frotline workers during the Covid
19pandemi¢®8T he r el ati onshi pstlitspiesest,camd futute & entiverechy thhe p a
military activity that takes place at RAF Alconbury; a sensory experience that was not foresee

the planning process. Thmossibility that the US base may soon close (although current world

events have puany plans on hold for the foreseeable future) raises joes about how the

affective relationship between the two sites should be recordadpreserved.

The impactofhese daily auditory remindempbhasise§thet he base:q
affective potenti al of sitary pastany presentday Wimtere r s wi t h t
explains the potential dimmersive historgto dring visitors into virtual ontact with the pasiby

reproducing and projecting the sighteunds and smells of the wartime experieriéeOne of the

most creative attemps at engaging new residents with the s
collabaation with a local drama groupn 2016, 40 young people designed and performed an

immersive prformance, titledTop Secrein the former Avionics Building. A local audlie enjoyed a

show featuring animation, sound, film, and performance revealingttec r et s of WRAF Al ¢

As part of the performance, young people dressed in military umigtook members of the public

6% Alconbury Weald Living, Facebook, August 5 2020

697 Alconbury Weald Living, Facebook, 24 September 2020

698 Alconbuy Weald Living, Facebook, April 220

69 JorgEchtenkamp and Jaeger Stephan (edégws of Violence: Representing the Second World War in
German and European Museums and MemoierghahrBooks,2019), 255.

g ¢ 2L { SONBG I ( Newiin@gayonad BhBourteBtipd:/Rié-tHeatre.com/projects/top
secretat-alconburyweald, [accessed 23May 2022].
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on guided tours of the bunker. The immersiveuts were part of a schedule of events organised

each year for Heritage Open Days. l@dr events aimed at connectipge opl e t o t he sitebo
included Lindy Hop dancing andyBand musicSecond World Warreenactor displays; &oices

from the Pasbreading, and a showcase of artefacts uncovered filmerairfield by the Airfield

ResearclGroup. Held every year, ttse events are typically welttended, with tickets for the free

bunker tours selling out in a matter of hours. In 2021, Urban & Civic laundiseaivn podcast to

share the history and archaeology of Alconbury Wedld=ronted bya public historian, the paghst

featured interviews with residents, developers, and expaststpr omot e and di ssemi na
heritage. All of these attempts atconveyy Al conburyds history are conn
storytelling to engagthe community with the hisiry of the site. As evidenced in the previous

chapter, storytellig has the potential to transmit and solidify affective connections between

communities and places. From the sharing of war stories around the barrack stove dh&io

the intergeneratioal dissemination of anecdotes in the G Foundation newslettestorytelling

has orientated wartime and postar communities through the shiag of common experiences and

collective memories. The continuation of this affeetpractice across generatis and geographies

of fers the potent i atdrypasbintonte auteral emanoohthenewy 6 s mi | i

community.
However, itisalsowot h t hi nking about how the siteds siler
practices of contemplation and comenmor ati on. Arguing that there ar

knowledge anexperience that cannot be technologically reproduced, or talked about, Winters
emphasises the importance @bmmunicative silencéas a means of conveying theamatic,
incomprehensible gots of war?792 When thinking about the Cold War a period punctuated by

archival, culturaland social silencésit is arguably silence that dnias the true contemplation of

their meaning and significan&eleuze argues thahe encountered sign is oftemore affedive than

the explicit testimony because it engages a subject in different ways, both emotionally and

sensorially? Amid discussiongabout the installation afo-kart tracks, cinemas, shopping centres

and museumto the Cold War buildingsperhaps there is an argument to be made for

i ncorporating the emotive power oWartimérdliessriikee i nt o
the crackedEighth Air Fore runway and forlorn control tower, it is in these moment$ stillness

that the sensoy experience of the past most often comes alive the present.

Mgt 02y 6 dzNE 2 ST f RUrjai & CiioBldased in 2uR@0. a G >

702 JayWinter, War Beyond Wordd anguages of Remembrance from the Great War to the Present
(CambridgeCambridge University Presx)17), 202.

703 Gilles DeleuzeRroust and SigngransR. Howard (New York: Georges Braziller, 1964).

194



Conclusion

Thisthesis illustrates the complexity, resiice, and at times,amhig t y of East Angl i ad:
World War basesand the communt i es t hat .Byalewingtdcleairfielddso me 6
rhizomatic network of people, placesbjects,and temporalities, lhave shown why thesgtesare
not static mnenonics for the past, butomplex localities that derive their meanings from an
entarglement ofthe discursive iad the prediscursive. Through the historical and anthropological
study of a precarious community shaped by the peculiarities of air combathésishas shown the
various ways that affeétin this case morale shapegplacenaking practicesn turn producing
distinctive localitiesthataré t hi ¢ k & Caunterimg tleefagswanption that Second World War
military communities fell apa#t the end d hostilities | have shown how the bomb groups of the
Eighth Air Force weremaintained through transtal practices thastrengthened and aggravattu:
affective connections that continued to hold the assemblage together. Through the affective
practicesof storytelling, mythmaking, and memorialising, the group transmitted drmliated affect

across tine and space.

To reach these conclusionthis thesishas first set out to understand how and why airfields have
become sites that haw@from their earliest beginningsmade peopldeelsomething. Chaptefwo
focuses on two concepts rooted in phenomenolgy-6 mor al e 6 - @ axglorédtieo me 6
establishmet of affective connections between bodies primed for war. It has shown how morale,
definedin this thesis aan affectwas generated and maintained on the ground as ansef

fortifying menagainsthe emotional trauma of events in the aifome, meanwite, has been proven
to be a complex, multidimensionaaind above ab affective constructcomprising a web of
emotional connections to people, time, places, and objéaisthe commanders, and the me
themselves, the production of familiar, domestichkecalileswas necessary for alleviating the fear
and anxiety brought about by the unigakaracter of bombing warfare, which asserted enormous
physiological and psycholodistrain on the human bodthrough the relentless proximity of death
and the unerving anticipation of each missidgho we ver , t he 0 hExghtesdr&orcer od u c e «
basesvere unique in thags much as they were producéa opposition to the uncanniness war,

so too were they the product of itsaffects.This is reflected in thelistinctive material culture that
emerged at each base, such as the incorporation of aidietdtus into furnishings (bomb fin ash

trays, for example) and the carving of masstounts onto the walls o& barrack hut.

The routine of flying missions worgrooves in the minds and material thie base coating the

airfield with lingering residuaffacts Of most signi ficance, asvaas t he not
affective practie that was enacted bythosen t he air and by t housde 6sweat
This routine, repeated day after day, helped to cement the affective connections lretarg their

unit, and the airfield landscapko be a local subject at Shipdha&quated to theorientation of the
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individuakowards an uncertain future as past a collective groupAs an article inArmyTalks(a

series aimed gi vdmol acdhiec aJ. Sp rseod adri aetri odrp sfyor c omba
is something like a ming town back home. Eaclaygla large part of its population sets out on the

one big and dangerous job for which it exists. The rhythm of its life, like that of the miowry

foll ows t he pac @ltevdsthtohgh thisymompatedrigythreekerciged through

training esprit de corpand communal livingthat the @ffect of homéwas produced as a means of

countering the negative affects of anticipationtWi this collective narrative, the absent presences

of the dead were overcome by lp@ of the future, while theearning for the prevar past was

replaed by the camaraderie and familial relations of the present.

The homes produced dighth Air Forcebases therefore comprise an assemblage spread across

multiple temporal and spatial ctaxts. Indeed, it wastheor sonnel ds positioning w
that dictated how they would interpret the affects that circulated around the base. To emotionally

sustairthis fragile military community, it was essential that its members were tightlgciuthe

present and orietated towards a collective goal in thetfue. The base therefore earned its

affectivity as the epicentre of this rhizomatic map, where contekifted, emerged, and overlapped.

Home could at once be the distant shores of Ameriar the immediate safetyfahe barrack hut,

however it was at thébase that thes@modessurfaced as a home in the presefihe emotional

effects of multiple homeare apparent in the recollections of 44BG veteran Jacob T. Elias, who

recalled the scene his Nissen hut on theampletion of his final mission,

0 | 4t theogkys, stretched out on their bunks, reading, or sitting on the edge, writing a letter.
Van Rogeis heating water for tea, dropping a extra piece of wood down the insatiable throat
of that little stove tony up the heat. Harry Ricketts is sanirugton on his jacket, almost

as though he knew what he was doing. Elvin Scheetz is writindpavietiate to leave

them, as much as | want to go home! What a wrench to gorfiofrhtitescene made a

mark @ my consciousness that has faded lentgoeey 05

For Elias, and thousands of other veterahg, passing years promptedyaarningo return to the

scenes of their youthThis return would befacilitated inthe decades follomg the war through the
structured pilgrimage of veterans and their families to the abandoned airfields of the Eighth. As
ChapterThree argues, the ruined airfield sites meepopulated by absent presences, articulated by
veteran returnes and local peopla s 6 gJush as the kiddings of Thorpe Abbotts became
dilapidated by years of neglect, the social fabric of the base became weakened and distorted by the

diaspora othe 100 Bomb Group community and the sedimentation of memoneso airfield

MWhy | @dBAYM of tlBNJO M ABNY Tk fothe Eighth Air Forgévol 1. No. 3, T0March 1945, p.4
795 Jacob T. EliaSecond Air Division Association Newsletiél, 16 No.2, June 19781.
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objeds, buildings, and landseaspThese phantasmal apparitions were not supernatural in nature, but

rather the result of a locality tangibly and intangibly eroded by the gassitime.

Thisrupture was overcome by the establishment dfranslocal communyt, brought together in
reunions; through the circulation of written accounts; and in trar&ional preservation efforts at
Thorpe Abbotts. Through this framework, myth antemory entwined to strengthen the identity of
the Bloody Hundreth. In doing so, Torpe Abbotts became a focabint of commemoration as the
6final homed of those who |l ost their I|ives, and
memories of the stvivors left behindA visit to the museum involves an orientatiof the visitor
towards the past, physicalinacted in their positioning towards the pastoral airfield landscape from
the control tower balcony, where their imagination, memory work and enelity combine to bring
the past alive in the preserithe respration and sanciifation of the control towe as a memorial
museumattemptedto tame the ghosts of the airfield, curating them among the personal memory
objects housed in the museumhe caotrol tower has therefore becomen authorisedchome to the
ghosts reflecting the gjnificance invested in Thoe Abbotts bythe veterancommunity However,
ghosts by nature can never be fullymesticated, as shown by their potential to spill out into the

ruined airfield landscape at Thorpe Abbotts.

Building on the cse study of ThorpeAbbotts, which shows how fct can be transmitted and

curated, ChaptefFour explores thepotential of affect to be utilised and managed in the

redevelopment of former aiild sites, to create localities that make peof#el at homeéBased on

the conclufons reached in the firsvto chapters, this thesisas showrthat the production of a

new, meaningful locality can only be achieved througlidsiering of affective comttions between

people and places. The case study of Alconbury Weald is an insigkafuple of how a develope

has adopt platemaking r § ¢ mgmes i n an attempt to produce
those who live here. The chapter concluddaly looking to the future to consider how the affectivity

of military Cold War siteds likely to shift in respose to the changing ggmlitical situation.

The interdisciplinary scope of this thesis offers abundant opportwitiefurther research; for

example, a project which addresses the affective qualities of First World War tesnebuld allow
foramoreo mpl et e assessment of the evolution of a si
passed from living memoryikewise, a study of affett relation to more recent wars, such as the

conflicts in Iraq and Afghanistaypens opportunities for compang howveteran networksare

mobi |l i sed i n,partudadyycdnsidesng tbe raetof nevstechnologiesremory.lt is

hoped that ths thesis will encourage further research into the production of locality duringgiof

conflict, and the engring connections forged between those who once called military bases home.
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In conclusion, the bases of the Eightin Force reveal significamformation about what it means to

0f eel at homed i n t ilieneescreativity anchemimnallsensitipity of migtary t he r e
communities primed by fear and anxiggynd the importance of the concept of home inwdering

the negative affestofwar. It shows their bases as distinctive localities constructed through complex

proces&sof meaningmakirg thatspan time and distance.

Epilogue

November 2021

ltisami sty, dank November daea gowamadd haggafdeardandismal s h cou

cloakd, to borrow John Nil |l sonaisbaseim©043Theve descr
ingstert drizzle quickeeour groupds steps towar ds isHighthAirer . As
Forcewe at her 0. | st erpackd andssungbhe scemee Mataf bedsnieatly niaae

linethe walls of the Nissehut. By each bedsid&re an assortment of trinkets and mementoes;

framed photographs of sweethearts; handwritten letters from homegball cards. Figments of a
previouslife. In the centre of the roonis a potbellied stove, smudged with coal dust. bkk on the
flue, expectingo hear the clang of iron. To my surprise, theieonly a dull thud. The stovis n 6 t

metal at all, iis made from fibreglass.

| st down on ore of the thin mattresses and examitiee bed spaces. Theiie something missing
thatlcan 6t q u i t erom Then itmig mef Fomal) tee ephemera scattered nonchalantly on
the shelves, the walls themsehae pristine. Having studied photograpbkbarrack huts and visited
surviving buildingsstill marked with fading murals augraffiti- | know that the walls ofEighth Air
Forcebasesare canvases for personal expression. Indeed, Chapiar outlines some examples of
how graffiti and communaltvork transmitted affect through the reorientation of those who

created and viewed.

For a moment, this atesice in the otherwise convincing recreation of Bighth Air Forcebarrack
hut reorientates me back into thepresent day. This time jump onlytemporary, for the next stogs
the Group Headquarters building, where the realigiites of hanelyped Missig Aircrew Reports
and ashtray$ull to the brim with Camel cigarette buttd transports me back to 1943. Likthe
opening scenes df w e | v & Highd &rhost expect to hear the rumble of assembling®

overhead. This is dlrh set after alb a little bit of movie magics to be expected.

706 John RNillson, 108) Bomb GroupThe Story of the Centu(¥946), p25
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Our group of 10 Bomb Group Memorial Museum volunteersstigeen graciously invited onto the

set of Magers of the Ailm new ninepart miniseries cgproduced by Tom Hanks and Steven 3yeeg

0 the team who creatd the awardwinning WWII serieBand of Brothef8001) andThe Pacific

(2010). The production is based on the néiation book of the same namayhich tells the story of

the Eighth Air Forcewith a particular focus on the explsiof the Bloody HundredthThe

production team have spent years of painstakingreséar t o ensure that the set
reproduction of Thorpe Abbotts. It is nowgprise then that we all wince when we spot crews

dismantling portions of the set bind us. Filming has wrapgbeap and the site needs to be cleared

and returned to the &rmland from which it emerged.

However, not every object is destined for the scrapalpeor props store. In fact, many items will be

donated to the museum at Thorpe Ablist which is expected to beefit from an influx in visitors

foll owi ng nhed2023raedease.dBisipregidied increase in footfall would follow the
precedent set pBand of Brothers whi ch continues to draw woi sitors
decades after its releasAs Sam Edwards has noted, popular retellings of theatibe of France,

such as those iBaving Private Rytlre Call of Dutyideo game finchise an®and of Brotheisave

been integral to reshaping the cultural memontloé Battle of Normandy ands postwar
landscapedn doing so, it has producead Yotmhi ¢ fr amewor kd that orientat
reminiscent of the influercof T we | v e O onGtruectarikg the rewirh ofEighth Air Force

veterans to Bst Anglia®” With these precedents in mind, how will the release of thasters of &

Airseries impact the affective experiences of those who visit the bases? Wilkticat®

intergenerational transmission of memory within the ©@G community be rplaced by a mass

disseminabn of dramatsed images through the screen? Will visitarsive at Thorpe Abbotts

expecting to be entertained by props and movie magic rathantthehaly | i mpsed ©6ghostsd

lurk in the shadows of the airfield?

Based onlte evidence offered in thibesis, | would argue that the production and consumpitén

cinematic portrayals of the bombing war do not threaten the affectivity of skeslhorpe Abbotts.

Il nstead, the popul ari sat i dhepoteftial toboatribGt®athehichy Ei g h't
web of myth, emotion and experience that makap the affective assemblagesighth Air Force

bases. Instead of cloudingthevisitd s appr eci at i on dirfeldstheseenedmied er i al i
images can aduo their emotional and hi®rical readings of the site. Indeed, the entwinement of

history, memory, and myth has been integral to the evolution of how the sites are pertei

viewed, and felt since the war years. Like the influencEwofe | v e O 6nGHeouttkal Hi g h

memory andaffective practice of veterans returning to the airfieldsiew dramatisation of the

Bl oody Hundredth may wel lisegperiericed afdnterpretédeAsb as e d s n

707 EdwardsAllies in Memory242.
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Roger Freeman hoped, viewers turned visitors maeg | | 6l ear ntthwseyoriglmenn g abou
from a foreign land who once served tlegrand when they have learned, they will walk out on the

field and theytoowillexpeence t hat certain pres®AsdheSesdnd ch | m
World War slips from living memory, debes are ongoing about how the war and its material legacy

should be remembered. In Normandy, criticism has been levelled at the proposed cdiustroica
multi-million-euro immersive audiwisual visitor experience whichisst,ad t o 6 bring to | i
many as possible this piece of our common history withext i t ude, sens®™ti vity an
While its critics Hayandbfandedeftbeepcej eoti 6B st
commercialisation of Second World War historygh cr eat ors efoé3odoi deserit bel
vital Omemowyl|l prepgagé whatitors with ¢tDaehassi t eds
passed from liviggmemory’10 As this thesis has shown, the affective assemblage at Second World

War heritage sitesare ambiguouand complexassemblagesepresented in theontinually shifting

balance between absence/presence; memory and rimdbed, thighesis has showthat wartime

bases are not simply mnemonic backdrops onto which meanings areemkdribtead, their material

culture is situated within an affective assemblhgé combines a complex web of materiel, memory,

people, and placeBiscussion of the futureises of such sites must consider them as silich.

understand and ultimately preserthe emotional significaa®f these sites, it is essential to get

among thes affective connections in order to unpick their complex strands.

gw23ISNI CNBSYLly { LIS ISplashet ShsutnieR18986)S | 6602 GG &€ =
MERIFE GNARO6dzGS 2NJ GKSYS LI NJ KThe Guérdiah29Aubkist2@®2 2 3SNJ b 2 NXY |
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