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Temporal instability of curved viscous fibers with a radial electric field
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One-dimensional equations are derived for a rotating viscous slender liquid jet in a radial electric field
using asymptotic methods. The trajectory of the curved Newtonian liquid jets is found by solving the
nonlinear one-dimensional equations. The temporal instability of the steady solutions is analysed. It
was found that the electric force enhances the growth rate and increases its corresponding maximum
wavenumber.
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1. Introduction

The study of the trajectory and the breakup of liquid jets has a long history (see Eggers (1997, 2008)
for reviews), with many engineering and industrial applications. The linear theory of incompressible
inviscid liquid straight jets was derived analytically by Rayleigh (1878), who discovered that the surface
tension is responsible for the linear instability. Later, Weber (1931) extended the linear instability theory
of liquid jets by considering the effect of the viscosity. In particular, he found that the viscosity increases
the wavelength of the most unstable modes.

In the last decades many authors have also considered the stability of curved viscous liquid jets, by
performing experiments (e.g. Wong et al. (2004), Hawkins et al. (2010) and Partridge et al. (2005)) or
undertaking analytical studies (e.g. Yarin (1993), Wallwork (2002), Decent et al. (2002)). These studies
on instability of curved liquid jets have been extended by considering a variety of non-Newtonian fluids,
such as power law fluids or polymers (e.g. Divvela et al. (2017), Alsharif (2019), Taghavi and Larson
(2014), Alsharif et al. (2015), Noroozi et al.(2017) and Riahi (2017)). The study of curved liquid jets
which can be obtained by centrifugal jet spinning (CJS) (also called sometimes forcespinning FS) was in
part motivated by a variety of academic and engineering applications, such as as ink-jet printers Tomiat
et al. (1986), fuel spraying Jones et al. (1971), microencapsulation and electro-spinning Doshi et al.
(1993) and Shin et al. (2001). The production in the last decades of nanofibers for industrial applications
by applying electric fields has spanned new works which were interested in understanding the effect of
electric field on the trajectories of liquid jets and their stability (Reneker el al. (2000), Hohman et al.
(2001a, 2001b) and Yarin et al. (2001), Feng (2003)).

More recently, experiments have been performed by combining the effects of forcespinning with
electrospinning (e.g. Chang et al. (2014), Liao et al. (2011a), (2011), Dabirian et al. (2013), Hashemi
et al. (2018)). By combining these two techniques better-quality uniform nanofibers are obtained, by
removing the whipping instability observed when only the electrospinning was used on viscoelastic flu-
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ids. There are very few theoretical results on the combined effect of forcespinning with electrospinning
on Newtonian and non-Newtonian jets, and they are focussed on steady state results (e.g. Hashemi et
al. (2018), Riahi (2019)).

In this paper we investigate theoretically the combined effect of forcespinning and electrospinning
on viscous liquid jets. The trajectory and the temporal linear instability of slender curved viscous jets
on a radial electric field are studied by extending the works of Wallwork et al (2002), Pariu et al. (2006,
2007). This provides useful information about regimes of physical parameters such as viscosity, rotation
rate, electric field strength, conductivity of the fluids where instabilities can be avoided or minimized.
Moreover, a better understanding of the forcespinning/electrospinning process will inform future stud-
ies of more applied problems, where non-Newtonian liquids will be considered and experimental and
theoretical results will be compared.

The governing equations and the dimensionless parameters are introduced in Section 2 and 3 (see
also Appendix). We use the asymptotic analysis of the slender jet to derive a set of one-dimensional
equations (Wallwork (2002), Decent et al. (2018)) in Section 4. In Section 5 we solve the steady
equations obtained and calculate the steady state solutions of viscous liquid jets in centrifugal spinning
with a radial electric field. Typical values of parameters used in some experiments are also presented in
this Section. By perturbing these steady solutions, we perform a temporal stability analysis in Section
6. We derive the dispersion relation and solve it to examine the behaviour of some parameters on the
linear instability of centrifugal jet spinning with electric field. The paper finishes with a discussion in
Section 7.

2. Problem Formulation

In order to evaluate the effect of the radial electric field on the viscous liquid jets during centrifugal
spinning, we assume that we have a cylindrical container which rotates with angular velocity . The
cylinder’s axis is vertical and it rotates about its axis. There is a spinneret on a side of the rotating
container with a nozzle of radius a from which the jet emanates. We denote with s the distance between
the axis of the rotating cylinder to the nozzle. The cartesian coordinate system x,y,z rotates with the
container and the origin coincides with the nozzle of the spinneret. In this problem, we assume that the
x and z axises are normal and tangential to the surface of nozzle respectively (see Figure 1). As we are
interested in rapidly rotating jets, the effect of gravity is small, so we will neglect the gravity force in
this problem. In many experiments with viscoelastic jets there is a copper collector where the nanofibers
are collected, but we do not include it in our modelling.

In order to determine the position of the centreline of the curved liquid jet which moves in the plane
y = 0, we use the functions (x = X (s,7),z = Z(s,t)) , where s is the arc-length along the centreline of
the jet, and 7 is the time. To describe the flow, we use the curvilinear coordinate system (s,n, ¢), which
are the tangential direction to the centreline of the liquid jet, and the radial and azimuthal coordinates
respectively (see Wallwork (2002) and Decent et al. (2002)).
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FIG. 1. Sketch of the flow. An electric potential is applied to the rotating container and the (copper) collector

The fluid governing equations can be written as

V-u=0,

p(%?—&-u-Vu) =V-T1-20xu—0x(0xr),

t=1"+7F,

¥ = —pI4+ uVu+ (Vu)?). 2.1)
where u is the velocity in the form u = ues + vey +wey , p is the density of the fluid, r is the position
\

vector of any particle, which is written as r = [egds+ nep, n is the radial distance, y is the viscosity
0
of the fluid, p is the fluid pressure, w is the angular velocity of the container, ¥ is the fluids stress

tensor and 7F is the Maxwell stress tensor (see Saville (1997)) which contains the contributions of the
electric field E = Eges + E e, + Egey. The liquid is assumed to be a leaky dielectric of finite electrical
conductivity K; and € is the fluids electrical permittivity. We also define &, to be the dielectric constant/
permittivity of the air and assume the air to be a perfect dielectric. The dimensional equations of motion
projected on our basis (es, ey, €y) are given in Appendix, see (8.1)-(8.4).

According to the Taylor-Melcher leaky dielectric theory (1969), the Gauss law in the bulk of the
fluid for the electric field E and the motion of surface charge Q on the liquid surface are the following
(see also Papageorgiou(2019) and Saville(1997))

V. (SIE) =q, (22)
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%?Jru-VSQ—Qn-(n.V)u:[KlE-n];, (2.3)

where g is free charge density in the fluid, V; is the surface gradient operator and n the (outward) normal
unit vector to the liquid jet. The position of the free surface is given by n = R(s, §,7), so the outward
unit normal vector to the free surface, n, is

wo L(ORL ORI
TE\ Osh ™ 99R )

where

1

s (1 L(ORYT, L (R
- h2 \ ds R2\d¢ '

The equations (2.2)-(2.3) can be projected in our basis and are given in full in dimensional form in
Appendix (see (8.5)-(8.6)). From now on, we will consider here the non-dimensional form of all the
equations. In particular, the equations (8.1)-(8.6) are non-dimensionalised using the transformation
described in Uddin (2007). Consequently, the momentum equations and the continuity equation are
similar to Uddin (2007) differing only in the terms of constitutive equations and electric field terms. We
use the following scales

_ R _
’Z:E,ﬁzi’w:y7ﬁ:ﬁ78:—’R:7’Q:7Q
U U U a 50 a &Ey
_ E _ s _ U _ )4 - X - Z _ S0
E:Ea5:73tzitap:jaxzivzziaqziqv
0 50 50 pU S0 50 aEy

2.4)

where U is the jet’s exit speed in the rotating frame, s is the distance from rotating axis of the cylindrical
can containing the fluid to the nozzle of the spinneret, a is the radius of the nozzle, u,v,w are the
tangential, radial and azimuthal velocity components, Q is the surface charge on the liquid surface, € is
the aspect ratio of the jet and Ej is a characteristic field strength (note for example that Hohman et al.
(2001) defines Ey to be \/o /(&1 — & )a, where o is the isotropic surface tension). After dropping the
overbars, the governing dimensionless equations are the continuity equation

u v dw .
8n$ + hy <v+nan + 8¢)> +éen(veos ¢ —wsin@) (XZss — ZsXs5) =0,

2.5)
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and the momentum equations

du . Jdu wdu
hy <£8t +e(veosd —wsin@)(Zy Xy — Xy Zs) + V% + n8¢)

du _ o
+8u$ +eu(veos§ —wsin @) (X Zss — ZXss) = _EE

2¢ . £
+ <(vcos¢ —wsing) + Rb2

T ((X+1)Xs+ZZs)> hy

L < —I’l83 COos ¢ (XsZsss - ZSXSSS) < du
ds

— 4+ vcos ¢ (X Zss — ZsXss)
8Re h% SESS §4XSS

2
. £
—wsin (P (Xsts - ZSXYS )) + ],T

S

< - M(XYZSS - ZSXYS)z

%u v .
+78s2 + 2& Ccos ¢ (XSZSS — ZsXss) “+vcos ¢ (XsZm — ZsXsSS) — wSsim ¢ (XsZsss - ZsXYSS)
ow . 1du
_2x sin @ (X, Zs — ZSXSS)> + (14 2encos ¢ (X Zgs — Z X, )); 5
%u  hy 0*u € du . JE;
T T2 592~ n ag SMOKLu = ZiXe) |+ EEr (B DE 5O
~+hy <nn + al’ln> + cos ¢(XsZss - ZsXss)En + ;S a‘; - E¢ s ¢ (XsZss - ZsXss) .

(2.6)
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h s—av+£ cos §(XyZs — Zy X;) + —aer—W—av——Wz +e v
s u S A S S u
T\ ot ! ! Yon T dop n ds
1’ cos ¢ (X, Zys — X5 Zs) = —aph —2811 cos ¢ +
u Lss — Xss - = u
NN SSES an ) Rb N

(Rslﬂ cos@((X +1)Z; — ZX; + €ncos ¢)) hs +

1 [ —¢€? X Zoss — Xs5sZs) [ O
( nCOS¢( s = A) (V_MCOS(P(XSZSS_XYSZX)) +

Re h? ds
€ ) , 0% _du
FS —VCOos ¢ (XsZss - XssZs) + ﬁ - 2% cos ¢ (XsZss - XssZs) -

ucos ¢ (X;Zsss — Xs55Z5) +wsin ¢ cos ¢ (X;Zgs — XSSZS)2> +

1 aV hs azv 1 av
(1+28ncos¢(XsZss—XssZs))§$ nonk n'd¢

hy 0% ow
en? (3752 V28)> +EeEf(B+1)E,

on

hs OE, .
T ;S aT:D — Eg sin (X, Zs — ZiXss)

b

R T 7(7 _W) Sin(P(XsZss _Xsszs) +

JOE, E JE,
Ss + hy <nn + - > +cos ¢ (XsZss - ZsXss)En

Q2.7)



7 of 31

hy sa—Jrs (ZyXs —XaZs)+v a—erKa—w—M +e€ a—er
ot using(Zy . dn nd¢ n “os

eu’ sin O (X, Zss — X5 Zs) = < lggh +27us1n¢+

é sing (ZX; — (X +1)Z; —ncosd)))hs—i—

1 [ —€2ncos ¢ (X, Zyss — XyssZs) [ Ow i
Re( ¢(h‘} iss — Xouls) (as+us1n¢(xvzssxmzs)>+

€ %w Ju
hs( wsin? ¢ (X, Zgs — X5 Zs)? +W+28ssm¢( Zss — XssZs) +

MSIH¢(X Zsss — XsssZs ) +vs1n¢cos¢( s Xssz) > +

2
(1+2éencos ¢ (X,Z XSSZ))ia—W-F @M_l(&v

endn € dn* ¢ %+ v)sing (XoZos = XssZs) +

hy  d*w IE, E, OJE,
+cos @ (X Zss — ZXss ) En + — s (?9(]) —Eysin¢ (X, Zys — ZXys) |, (2.8)

where hy = 1 + encos ¢ (X;Zss — X5Zs), and X, X5, Zs, Zgs denote partial derivatives with respect to s.
The equations concerning the surface charge and the electric field (8.5) and (8.6) in dimensionless
form become

0E; d(nE,) OJEy
en —l—hs< o P

- + ) +en (Eycos ¢ — Egsin @) (X, Zss — Z,Xs5) = €nhyq,

2.9)
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_TQz{(_g?)Ise)]jZK_sgf)/;(gL;+ XSZSS—XSSZS> (ucosd)—usin(])))
(2B (2 (7 —x.2 LoV
as h% NEmARY S§8 MCOS(P gan
LR L (v N (Cary L[ aRy 1w (o

90 ) R en\agp " 20 ) R as ) 2\ 95 T\ T e

o w IR\ 1 1 [dw K ( OR_. E, 10RE,

The governing equations for the fluid are similar to the ones found in Pérau eral. (2007), but they
have extra terms related to the electric field. The equations (2.9) and (2.10) are the new ones related to
the electric field and surface charge. However, as mentioned in Papageorgiou (2019), for incompressible
fluid with constant € and K, all the electric charge will be depleted from bulk of the fluid and will move
to the jet surface, so we will assume g = 0 from now on. Then the equation (2.9) also implies that the
explicit electric terms from the equations (2.6)-(2.8) will disappear.

The dimensionless parameters in the problem are: the Rossby number Rb = SO%, the Weber number

2 N
We = £ Lé 2, the Reynolds number Re = pl[l—‘m, the dielectric constant ratio § = % — 1, the electric force
E? . . .. L= .
parameter Ey = ZZT(Z) and the dimensionless conductivity of the fluid K = % We also find it useful to
. 5 £2E§SO _ Ef
introduce Ef = o0 = &

3. Boundary conditions

The normal stress condition at the free surface is

where T = tF + 7F is the total stress tensor, o is the isotropic surface tension and «x is the curvature of
the free surface. The components of the stress tensor 7¥ in the curvilinear coordinate system used in this
problem are given in Appendix. After some algebra, it can be shown that the normal stress condition
becomes in non-dimensional form
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2 1 ,(0R\* 1 [du
p_ReE2<8 (as) hg<as+(vc0s¢—sm¢)( stiss ZSXSS)>

LLov, L (ORNT (9w N e OR(1 v
eon erR3\a9) \a¢ ") h 3s\h 95
+l@_£ ¢(XZ _ZX) +iaiR57R L%
gon  hy 0 Es T AR ) [T R 95 90 \ R 99

u . 1 du 1 JdR ow w 1 dv
+l’7\ Sln(b(XsZSS—ZSXSS)—f— /@85) SR a¢ (Ran E"‘ ))

ET
Er [ 1/ R ¢ R 1

1 JR ¢ JR 1
40 (3 (-5 2 BB 8¢.R.E¢))
JR €

+l3<1+(aR£)2)<Es+a I n> +[3<1+<§§,§)2> (%;EnJrE(p)z}:v;,

where

(Y L ()
Js R2\d¢ ’
The tangential stress conditions at the free surface are

1

t7 -7 -n| =QE-t,

2

where t; are the tangent vectors i = 1,2.
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The first tangential stress condition is in non-dimensional form

IR\’ 1 1 o
_e2(orky 1 v B
(1 ¢ (as> h§> Ehs{ ds +ha — €uCos ¢ (X Zs Xsszs)}

2 OJR (dv Bu 1 ¢ )
+Eh58§ {8n as hi - ],TS(VCOS¢ 7W51n¢)(XsZss Xsszs)}

_laj au € (XZ XZ)+£al+£ al_y+l@
Ea9 |90 | n SOKZe = XeZe) 5o\ G TR T RIe

2 € JR
eEf- ReQ{E—i—haE}

(3.2)

and the second tangential stress condition is

P(ORYP I\ L(aw w1 ov) 2 OR(ov 1 (9w
20) R2)E\on R " R39) EZR39 \on R\99 "
laRe 1du ¢ € dw

8sh{R&¢)+husm¢(s Xss“*ﬁx

OR1 [ € dv 814 £

:eZEf-Re-Q{m;E +E¢} (3.3)

Another equation needed is the arc-length condition X? 4+ Z2 = 1.
The kinematic condition at the surface of the jet is

JdR 1 dR . JR w
hs (88t +COS¢(X;ZS _XSZf) + E % SIH(D(XtZS _XsZt) —v+ % R)
JdR JdR

+€Eu a——s 3 (XiXs+2Z:Zs+ €Rcos ¢ (X Zss — ZsXs5)) = 0. (3.4)
s

4. Asymptotic analysis and one-dimensional equations

Using asymptotic analysis we will derive the one-dimensional model equations for the curved liquid
jet. We assume the jet is slender € < 1, and using the radial expansion method (see Eggers (1997) and
Hohman et al. (1984) with a different notation), we expand u,v,w and p in Taylor’s series on €n, and
X,Z,R,0Q,Es, E, in an asymptotic series in €. Here, the axial velocity component at the leading order
is supposed to be independent of ¢, as we look for slender liquid jets with circular cross section at
leading order and where the velocity is parallel to the centreline at leading order. We also assume that
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the centreline is steady which was justified in Pérau et al. (2007). Thus, we have

(u,v,w)(s,n,¢,t) = (up,0,0)(s,1) + (€n) (ur,vi,wi)(s,0,t) + ...
p(s,n,0,t) = po(s,d,2)+ (en)pi(s,¢,1)+ ...

(R,Q)(s,n,9,t) = (Ro, Qo) (s,t) + (&) (R1,0Q1)(s,9,1) + ...
(X,Z2)(s,n,0,1) = (Xo,Z0)(s) + (&) (X1,Z1)(s) + ...
(Es,En,Ep)(s,n,0,t) = (E,0,0)(s,t) + (en)(Est, En1,Ep1) (s, 9,1) + ...

For simplicity of notation, we drop the subscript for the centreline quantities and denote Xy, Zy as X, Z.
From the continuity equation, we obtain

O(en): ups+2v; +wip =0, 4.1
0(81’1)2 DUy +3va +wop +3v + (W1¢ cos ¢ —wy sin (P) (XsZss — X55Zs) = 0. 4.2)

By solving the second tangential stress condition, we obtain

0(8) : RSV1¢ =0, 4.3)

0(€)*: 3RGRivig +Ry(w2+v29) — 2RGR19w19 = 0. (4.4)

It can be observed that viy = 0, and by differentiating (4.1), we obtain w1y = 0. Because wy is periodic
in ¢ we must have w; = wy(s,7). That leads to v; = f% and from (4.4) we obtain

W2+ Vo9 = 0. 4.5)

From the electric equation (2.9), we get at leading order

1 JdEy

We now substitute this equation (4.6) into (2.10), and after some algebra using the kinematic condition
(3.4) at leading order €, the surface charge density equation at leading order becomes

p) P _
T <2R0Q0) + <2R0u0Qo +R3KE0> =0, 4.7

Using the first tangential stress condition, it can be obtained that

0(8) DU =u COS(D(XsZss _XssZs)a (4.8)

3 R()S UQss 1 ~
0(e)%: ur = =upy—> —ReEQyEp. 4.9
()7 u ZMOsRO + 1 +2R0 eErQoE 4.9)

By differentiating (4.5) with respect to ¢ we have

W29 = —V2¢¢, (4.10)
hence
V2pp — 3vy = ups+ (3\/1 COS¢ — wq sin ¢)(stss —XXSZSL “4.11)
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so when the expression for #; and v; are used, we obtain

U .
Vago — vy = (uo (X, Zsss — XysZs) — % (X, Zss —XSSZS)> oS — w1 Sin@ (XoZss — XosZs).  (4.12)

But v, and w; are periodic solutions, hence

1/ uo, wr .
V) = Z <7Y (XsZss - XssZs) — U (XS‘ZSSS - Xssszs)) Ccos ¢ + Z sim ¢(XsZss - XssZs), (4.13)
and
1 Ups . w1
w2 =7 (T(stss — XgsZs) — uo(XsZggs — Xst)> sing + T cos ¢ (X Zss — X5 Zs). (4.14)

Based on the momentum equation in the radial direction, we get at leading order pg, = 0 and at order €

1)Zs—ZX;
pP1= (u%(XsZss _Xsszs) - %MO + OH»}{#) COS¢

o é (%MOS (XSZSS B XSSZS) + Uos (XSZSSS - XSSSZS)) cos ‘P + éwl sin ¢ (XsZss - XSSZS)- (4 15)
From the momentum equation in the azimuthal direction, we have at leading order, poy = 0. At the next
order in €, we obtain the equation given above. At the leading order, the normal stress condition is given
by

s L0 g P E? (4.16)

= - — =Y _ E L
PO="ge TRowe 2 TEIG
and we also have at order €
1 Ripe + Ry 4vy
p1= Roiie (_ 4’23 + cos ¢ (X, Zss —XSSZS)> + Re 4.17)

By substituting the expression for v,, we obtain

Ripp+R
P = rtre (— 45+ cos9(X,Zys — X, Z2)) +

RLe (L% (XSZSS - X.\'st) —Up (Xstss - Xs‘ssZs )) cos ¢ + % Sin (P (XSZSS - X\'SZS) . (4 1 8)

If we substitute p; from (4.15) in the previous equation, we obtain

3 1 2 X+1)Z,—ZX
2
(XSZSS _XSSZS) (Mo - E uops — WeR()) — E up Rb; S —0.
4.19)
The Navier-Stokes equation in the axial direction at order € is
X+1)X;+27 1
ug; + uolos = —pos + %bgv + Re (uoss + 41z + u2p) - (4.20)
After substituting the expressions for u, and py, the previous equation becomes
N 1 /1 +(X+1)Xs+zzs
u uoups = —— | — —_—
0 THRS T T we \ Ry Rb?

3 Ros - 2
+ <u0ss+2uo‘\~‘) +E; (Q0E0> +Ef (QoQos + BEoEos) - 4.21)
e R Ro
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From the kinematic condition at order €, we obtain

Ror + %Rg T uoRos = 0. (4.22)

The last equation to close the systems is the arc-length condition

X24+72=1. (4.23)

5. Steady State Solutions

By calculating steady state solutions and using the initial conditions at s = 0 Ry(0) = 1 and u((0) = 1,
we obtain R(Z)uo = 1 from the steady form of (4.22). Equations (4.21), (4.19) and (4.7) in steady form
are

1wy X+1D)X+ZZ
UUos = —7o- —F—+———FH>7

2We /u Rb?
3 u? -
t 2 <u0ss - MOOS> +Ef <2Q0Eo\/%> +Ef <QOQ0s +[3E0E0s> ; (5.1
3 N 2 (X +1)Z;— ZX,
2 0 S s
(XsZss — XisZs) (’40 " Re Ups — We) “Rb uo + Rz 0,
(5.2)
2 E
200/t +20 1. (5.3)

K ug
It can be observed that when Qp = Ey = 0, these equations reduce to the equations found in Pérau et al.
(2007). We consider in this problem an external electric radial field E..
Hence, at a given point s on the jet centreline, by writing the electric radial field in polar coordinates
we obtain that the external electric field is

E. - E. (X+1)1+Zk’
(X+1)2422

where E. is a dimensionless parameter which describe the strength of the external electric field (see
also Hashemi et al. (2018) eq. 14). We can write a boundary integral equation for the electric field on
the surface of the jet as in Stone et al. (1999) eq. (2.4), for example. After projecting it on the tangential
direction we obtain at leading order an expression for Ey(s) in the form:

wn()E(E), (%) s

where y is the aspect ratio of the jet, which can be taken here to be y ! = € = a/s (see Hohman et

al. (2001a), Yarin et al. (2001) for more details on the derivation for the case of a uniform electric field
applied to axisymmetric jets and extensions to curved liquid jets). Feng (2002) has solved the steady
equations for an axismmetric liquid jet with an external uniform electric field instead of a radial one
by using an equation similar with (5.4). They found that various conditions at the nozzle R(0),E(0)
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etc. and at infinity have a strong influence on the results and some ad-hoc conditions were needed to
solve the system and to match the solutions to experimental results (see also Hohman et al. (2001a)).
Other authors (e.g. Spivak and Dzenis (1998)) have neglected the second term from the left hand side of
(5.4) for their work on axisymmetric jets under an uniform electric field. In this paper we follow their
approach, for simplicity, and we chose to neglect the second term on the left hand side (5.4). Hence we
will consider
(1+X)X,+ZZ,
(1+X)2+22
Thus, the equation (5.5) assumes that the electric field E(s) is directly influenced just by the imposed
external radial electric field and in this paper we take a simplified approach by neglecting other terms
which appear due to other electrical interactions. The analysis of the full equation (5.4) and a com-
prehensive study of the potential errors introduced by our simplification will be investigated in a future
work.

The system of non-linear differential equations (4.23), (5.1)-(5.3) and (5.5) with the initial conditions
X=Z=Q¢p=Eo=Z7Z;=0,and up = Ey = X; = 1 at s = 0 can be solved using a finite difference scheme.
This method based on Newton’s method to solve nonlinear equations was applied by Parau et al. (2007)
to solve the above equations in the absence of any electric field. They also compared their results with
the Runge-Kutta method for the inviscid one and the results appeared identical for the steady centreline
and radius of the jet.

It is worth discussing the range of parameters used in experiments, even though they are performed
with viscoelastic fluids while our model here is for a viscous fluid. For example, Liao et al. (2011) has
performed experiments to produce polylactic acid (PLA) nanofibers while Liao et al. (2011a) and Chang
et al. (2014) has produced polyacrylonitrile (PAN) nanofibers. The viscosity pt of the solutions used
in their experiments was in the range 19¢P to 300cP, the surface tension ¢ was between 25mN /m and
40mN /m, the density p was varying between 0.97g/mL and 1.56g/mL. The flow rate of the solution
poured on the rotating container was between 0.25mL/h to 1mL/h and the exit velocity U was estimated
to be around 100mL/hcm?. The voltage was chosen to be between 10kV and 30kV, the conductivity K|
of the solution was between 0.1u.S and 1uS. The container containing the solutions has a diameter of
6cm which, together with the attached a syringe/spinneret, gives an estimation of so between Scm and
8cm. The cylinder was rotating at 1800rpm which gives 2 = 188rads/s. The collector had a diameter
of 40cm or 50cm. The nanofibers obtained have diameters between 200nm and 5000nm. The initial
radius a of the jet at the spinneret was between 0.1mm and 2.5mm

The non-dimensional quantities given for the experiments are estimated to be in the following
ranges: € ~ 0.002..0.05, Re ~ 0.2..50, We ~ 0.15..30, Rb ~ 1073..10° . We also estimate 3 to be
in the range 1..3. The other parameters E7, K can also be, in principle, calculated.

The trajectory of viscous curved jets are displayed in Figs. 2, 3 and 4 for different values of Ey,
E.. and Rb respectively. From these figures it can be noted that when we decrease these dimensionless
numbers the jet coils more, which means that the rotation rate and the electric field have affected the
trajectory of the jet. This was also observed in experiments with non-Newtonian fluids (see Liao et
al. (2011a)) where they noted that the curvature radius increases with the external electric field. We
also plotted the radius along the the jet for three values of E.. and Ef, and we observe that when we
increase E., and Ey, the jet radius reduces (see Figs. 5 and 6)). Liao et al. (2011a) have also noted that
the diameter of nanofibers produced decreases when the electric field is increased in their experiments,
which means that the jet radius is decreasing as s increases. On Fig. 7, it can be seen that the surface
charge increases more for high rotation rates along the jet, while the electric field decreases (see Fig.8).

Eo(s) = E.. (5.5)
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-10 -5 0 5 10

FIG. 2. Jet trajectory in the xz plane for different values of electric force parameter E¢. The other parameters are We = 10, Ef =2,
5and7,Rb=1,K =10, E. = 5 and 8 = 40.

FIG. 3. Jet trajectory in the xz plane for different values of the external electric field E... The other parameters are We = 10,
Ef=2,Rb=1,K=10,Ef=0.2and § = 40.
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FIG. 4. Jet trajectory in the xz plane for different values of the Rossby number Rb. The other parameters are We = 10, Ey = 0.2,
K=0.1,E;=2,E,=5and § =40.

0.2 L - L I

FIG. 5. Jet radius versus arc length for different values of the external electric field E... The other parameters are We = 10, Rb =1,
Ef=2,K=0.1,Ef=0.2and § = 40.
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FIG. 6. Jet radius versus arc length for different values of electric force parameter E. The other parameters are We = 10, Rb =1,
Ef=2,7and 20, K =0.1, E. =2 and = 40.
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FIG. 7. Surface charge versus arc length for different values of the Rossby number Rb. The other parameters are We = 10, K = 0.1,
Ef =200, B =40, Ef =2000 and E., = 0.5.
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FIG. 8. Electric field versus arc length for different values of the Rossby number Rb. The other parameters are We = 10, K = 0.1,
Ef =200, Ef = 2000, § =40 and E, = 0.5.

6. Temporal Instability Analysis

By considering small travelling wave modes about the steady state solutions of (4.23)-(5.5), which are
solved in the previous section, we assume small perturbations as given by

(M,R,E, Q) = (u()aROaEOv QO)(S) + 5(ﬁ7R7E7 Q) exp(ik§+ (J)[_), (61)

where § = s/¢€ and f =1 /€ are small length and time scales, k = k(s) and @ = @(s) are the wavenumber
and frequency of the disturbances, and § is a small constant which is 0 < § < €2 (see Uddin (2007)).
Replacing the leading order pressure term in equation (4.21) with the full curvature expression is neces-
sary to avoid instability of wave modes with zero wavelength (see Eggers (1997)).

B __( 1 _ €°Roy > (X + )X, +ZZ;
0t oUos = We RO(1+R%S)]/2 (1+R%s)3/2 Rk Rb2
3 R ~ (2
+R7e <M0ss+2u0slgs> +E; (RQ0E0> +Ef (QoQos + BEoEo) - (6.2)

The perturbation expansions (6.1) are now substituted into the equations (6.2), (4.22), (4.7) and (5.5),
and we obtain the eigenvalue relation at leading order

3 2
; 3, K :
((D+lku0) + (R_e—’_\/E) ((D+lku0)
2 2 Efk?Q? .
_(gvl;g (RL% _k2> - % - fz°+EszﬁE§> (w+lk'40)

[ PRR (12, RoE[KKO; 2% 2\ _
<2We\/§(zeg )+ LR ERRVBE ) =0, 6.3)

where we have redefined Re = €Re (see Alsharif et al. (2015) for a detailed discussion). We can notice
that when there is no electric field in the problem, which means that K=00=Ey=0, the eigenvalue
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relation (6.3) becomes the eigenvalue relationship for Newtonian liquid jets that was found by Decent
et al.(2009). In order to examine the behaviour of viscous curved fibers with an electric field, we use
the dispersion relation (6.3). We note the large number of parameters in the equation which affect the
mechanisms of the linear instability of this viscous curved fibres with the electric field, so we will keep
some of them constant to simplify the analysis.

By solving (6.3) to find @ while assuming k to be real, we find regions of instability where Re(®) >
0. Tt is also of interest to find the maximum growth rate given by Re(@y,y). A number of results are
presented below for a range of parameters.

We show the relationship between the growth rate Re(®), and the wavenumber k for different values
of the electric force parameter E 7, and we notice that when we increase this non-dimensionless parame-
ter, the growth rate increases (see Fig. 9). In Fig. 10, an increase in the dielectric constant ratio 8 leads
to an increase in the growth rate and an increase in the range of unstable wavenumbers. The growth rate
is also increasing when the Reynolds number is increased (see Fig. 11), but in that case the range of
unstable wavenumbers does not change.

In Figs. 12 and 13, we have plotted the relationship between the maximum growth rate and different
values of the electric force parameter E; and the dielectric constant ratio 8. From these graphs, we can
see that by increasing 8 and E the maximum growth rate also increases. In Fig. 14, we can observe that
an increase in the rotation rates (corresponding to Rb decreasing) leads to an increase in the maximum
growth rate. In Figs. 15 and 16, we observe that by increasing the conductivity of the fluid K and the
Reynolds number Re, the maximum growth rate increases.

In the process of producing nanofibers is important to remove or minimize the beads developing on
them. They correspond to instabilities, so it is important to find the best value for the parameters to
avoid the instability or to reduce the maximum growth rate. We should also mention that (6.3) can be
solved to find & for a given @ purely imaginary, which will be related to the spatial instability problem
(see, for example, Decent et al. (2009) for curved viscous liquid jets).

7. Conclusion

In this study, the trajectory of a viscous liquid jet in centrifugal spinning under the influence of a radial
electric field has been determined. It was shown that by decreasing the electric force parameter E; and
the rotation rate Rb the jet coils more, showing that the rotation rate and the electric field are affecting
the trajectory of the jet. It is also shown that the surface charge increases more for high rotation rates
along the jet, while the electric field decreases the jet radius. The temporal instability of a charged
viscous liquid jet in centrifugal spinning has also been discussed. Moreover, we derived the dispersion
relation needed to study the effects of the dimensionless parameters on the charged liquid curved jet. It
has been found that increasing the dielectric constant ratio 3 leads to an increase in the growth rate. It
is also observed that when we increase the conductivity of the fluid K and the Reynolds number Re, the
maximum growth rate increases.

The main industrial application of combining forcespinning and electrospinning is in the produc-
tion of nanofibers from a variety of viscoelastic jets. However, the present study concentrates on the
combined effect of centrifugal spinning and electrospinning on the trajectories and stability of liquid
jets by considering the simpler case of Newtonian fluids. The results obtained here will be useful in
future studies where concrete non-Newtonian liquid jets used in industrial applications and experiments
to produce nanofibers will be investigated theoretically and numerically. In that case, for example, beads
due to instability have been observed in experiments (e.g. Chang et al (2014)) and it is of interest to find
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FIG. 9. Re(®) versus k for different values of the electric force parameter E 'r- The other parameters are Re=30,We=10,K =5,
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FIG. 10. Re() versus k for different values of the dielectric constant ratio 8. The other parameters are Re = 30, We = 10, K =5,
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FIG. 11. Re(w) versus k for different values of the Reynolds number Re. The other parameters are E r=0.2,We=10, K=5,and
B =0.01.
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FIG. 12. Re(®yax) versus E for different values of the dielectric constant ratio . At the nozzle Ry = Eg = 1 and Qg =0, and the
other parameters are Re = 30, We = 10 and K = 0.1.
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FIG. 13. Re(®Wyax) versus B for different values of electric field E;. At the nozzle Ry = Ep = 1 and Qg = 0, and the other
parameters are Re = 30, We = 10 and K = 0.1.
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—Rb=05
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FIG. 14. Re(®yqay) versus s for different values of the Rossby number Rb. The other parameters are Re = 30, We = 10, K = 0.1,
B=0.1andE;=0.2.
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FIG. 15. Re(@Wpay) versus s for different values of the conductivity of the fluid K. The other parameters are Re = 30, We = 10,
B=02Rb=1and Ef =0.2.

FIG. 16. Re(@yax) versus s for different values of the Reynolds number Re. The other parameters are We = 10, K=0.1, B=0.2,
Rb=1and Ef =0.2.
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the regimes of parameters needed to avoid them.

The effect of surfactants on an electrospinning viscous liquid jet will also be examined for the future
work, extending the methods developed by Alsharif and Uddin (2015) for a rotating non-Newtonian jet,
but without an electric force. Another potential avenue of research is the study of spatial instability of
curved liquid jets under the influence of centrifugal spinning and electrospinning.

Acknowledgments. Abdullah Alsharif would like to thank Taif University researchers supporting
project number (TURSP-2020/96), Taif University, Taif, Saudi Arabia. The authors also thank Prof
Mark Blyth (UEA) for some useful discussions about electric fields.

8. Appendix

Projecting the equations of motion (2.1) on our basis (es, ey, €4) we obtain

du Jdv  dw .
5% + hy (V+n8n + 8(}5) +n(vcos¢ —wsing) (X;Zss — ZXss) =0,

8.1)
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du ) du wdu du
hy <5‘t + (veos ¢ —wsin @) (Zy Xy — Xy Zs) tvao+ n&'(i)) Huso+
(veosd —wsin @) (X,Zyy — Z,Xsy) = - 9P
u(vcos wsin ¢ ) (X Zss s Xss) = p 9s

+ <2Q(vcos¢ —wsing) + Q%((X +50)X, +ZZS)> hy

+

E —ncos ¢ (stsss - ZSXS‘S.Y) du
ds

P h% = +vcos¢ (XYZSS - ZSXSS)

. 1 ,  d%u
—wsin ¢ (XsZys — ZiXss) | + T U(XsZss — ZXs5)" + 32

S

av .
+2$ Cos ¢ (XsZss - ZsXss) +vcos ¢ (XsZsss - ZsXsss) — wSsin ¢ (XsZsss - ZsXsss)

ow . L ou
—2% SIH(P(XsZss - ZSXSS)> + (1 + ZnCOS ¢(XsZsS o ZSXS )) ; %

+h 8—2”+58—2”—18” sin @ (X, Zys — ZsXys) +81E“' 8E°‘+h ﬁ+aE”
“on?  n?2 092 ndo ST p |ds \n  on

hs OE .
cos ¢ (XsZss - ZSXSS)En + ;S T; - Ed) s ¢ (XS'ZSS - ZsXss) .

(8.2)



26 of 31

iy (2 wcos 6 (XaZs — ZuXs) + v wov W v
s\or 7" shs T Ends) TV e, ndp n "5
—u? cos o) (XsZss - XssZs) = - ;gihv —2Qhsucos ¢

+(Q2cos @ ((X +50)Zs — ZX; +ncos ) )hs

u (—ncosqﬁ(XsZm—XmZS) <8v
)

ad hg a — UucCos d) (Xsts - XssZs‘))

2%y u
2—cos @ (X Zss — Xs5Zy)

1
+o- <_v°082¢ (XoZos =X Zs) '+ 55 =25

A
—ucos @ (X;Zsss — XsssZs) +wsin ¢ cos ¢ (X Zgg —XSSZS)2>

10 v 1,0
(14 21¢08 ¢ (X;Zsy — X5sZs)) Za—:l + hSa—nz _ E(£ — W) sin @ (X, Zys — XysZs) +

hy  0%v adw & E, | 0E, E, OE,
pelers ‘”‘zad))) 25 (e ) ez,
hy 8E¢ .
—‘r;w — E(p SIH(P(XSZSS — ZSXSS> 5 (83)
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ow i ow wdw wvw ow
s (at+“SI“"><ZSIXS‘X“ZS>+V3”+na¢ - ) uos T
. 11dp .
2 _ B
u”sin @ (X Zss — X5sZs) ( on a¢hs+2.(2usm¢ +

Q?sin¢(ZX, — (X 4 50)Zs —ncos ¢)> hs +

- X Zsss — XsssZs) [ O
[.L( nCOS‘P( sLsss 58S .S) <W+M5in¢(XsZss—XssZs)>+

p h? ds

1 ) 2 azw au .

— | —wsin ¢ (XsZss - XssZs) + 3 +2—=—sin ¢ (XsZss - XYSZS) +
hy ds ds

usin @ (X Zsgs — XyssZs ) + vsin ¢ cos ¢ (X, Zgs — X Zs )2> +

1dw 2w dw )
(142ncos ¢ (XZss — Xs5Zs)) - s (% +v) sin @ (X Zgs — X5 Zs) +
hy  9*w v €1Ey | OE; E, OE,
E(W W+28¢)> T 35 hy < + on ) +¢08 ¢(XsZys — ZXs5)En
E
+hsaa¢¢ — Epsin¢(X,Zss — ZiXss) | (8.4)
n

where i; = 1 +ncos (P (XYZSS - XssZs)
After some algebra, the equations on our basis for the Gauss law and for the surface charge (2.2)-

(2.3) are given by

I ( 9E,  (d(nE,) OE, , Ly
nhs{n o +hs( 5 +W +n(Eycosd — Egsing) (X, Zys — ZXy) =5

(8.5)
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2
1 1 Jd0 1 (0R 1

an(l—Ez)-i‘W-n-(M[l—EZ(a(P.R)
2 [(‘T)'é(él:‘f'(xzss Xssz><MCOS¢—uSin¢>>
JR\ 1 1 0 dR 1 (dv
+an+<a¢)- w9 *(J'hs

(_8R> 1 1(8v
796) a0

— — | X,Zss — X Z, Jr&
s §Zss — XssZs | ucos @ o
-— — + IR 1 _8£ i &—W—i— XsZss — X5 Z,

¢ w a ¢ Os ]’l% Os sLss ssLs
ow OR\ 1 dw !
us1n¢++( 8(])) <8¢+> }z{KlE.n}

(see Wallwork (2002))

2
We can write the components of the stress tensor t¥ in the curvilinear coordinate system as follows
F

T —l%_‘_ “z ahl
Uy 9

(8.6)
u3
5+
hihy 9,
F

dh

h3hy &
h3
T3 =

9 (w\, M 9 (m
2hy 0& \ I3 2h3 & \ Iy )~
=n,&=¢ and h) =

2]
Here, we have chosen & =, & =n, &

hs,h2=1 h3—n

F

p+2u [& + (vcosd —wsin @) (X Zgs — X5 Z. )}

v

1 dw
ngu{l av

u u
E§+8 hscosq&( Zs — X5 Zg )}
o ﬁiwiy 1 dv
o =M\ "% n oo
and
P, |l ou u
Typ = M {n &¢+ sin ¢ (X, Zyq

— X5 Zs) +
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hy ds |
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