An Inka Offering at Yayno(North Highlands,Peru):
Objects, Subjects and Gifts in the Ancient Andes

George F. Lau

WhileMarcelMa u slandnarkessaynTheGift hasbeervital in socialanthropologyjnspiring
avastandinfluential secondanyiterature, the gift hasbeenmuchlessprominent inarchaeological
interpretation. This study considersevidencefor an ancient Andeangift economya systemof
reciprocal exchangesocusedon makingpeopleand ensuringgroupso- cial relations, rather than
accumulatingwealth/capital. Excavationsat Yayno(north high- lands,Ancash Peru) revealedwo
featuregdatingtothetimeofthelnkas:1)aslab-linedcist burial;and2) anofferingdepositontaining
abundantong-distancetradeands umpt uary items. Besides its moun
intrusive character and foreign items indicdbet the offeringswere madeto propitiate the place,
ruins and their divine aspect.This essaystudiesthe reciprocal acts that led to the offerings,
comparinghemtogifting patternsn InkahumarsacrificesknownascapatuchaThekeyactors
intheexchangeaverechildren,divinities,Inkabureaucratslocalleadersandstatesubjects.

Ever since MEssat eur le M@n(1%$68 6 <ess of gift giving. These, and how they are imbated

[1925]), gift exchange has held an esteemed place in n br oader institutions, pr a
schol arship. It i's one ofsyasnttehm opfol 6 gy dal c-pdereed tmare ime s 0
large part because of its common, yet varied-nedce  readily through ethography or history. By the same

for humansolutionsto value,socialityandpol- iticsacross  token, gift exchange has featured fpructively in the

space and cultures. The large ethnographic literature archaeology of other world regions (e.g. ClatR65

inspired by Maussian perspectives haduminated how  Fowler 2004 ch. 3; Morris 1986. That comparable

the qifting of material culture geneates persons and studieson the ancientAmericas,es pecially the Andes,

orients social relations, usually in native, roonetized  have been relatively rare is n@able sincetheorizationof

and norcapitalist economies (e.g. Gregoi®82 Lévi- 0 g B £ b n o oftereeie on Amerindian practices and
Straussl969 Sahlins1972 ethnography (GraebeR00L Mauss 1967 [1925] cf.
Strathernl988 Thomasl1991; Weiner1992. Oliver 2009.

The subtitle to Ma us-s 6 s This arlicle examinek ancgaichasological abrifexd as
change in archaic soci et i eosisgquensef git®ahasgeltttrbatsa secondarycpurialt y o
giving, but archaeological treatments have bkited. made during the time of the Inka empitéfteenthi

This can be attributed, at least in part, toah a e o | o gixyeénth century ad). The offering, dedatedto asacred
relative inability to capture what Morris1986 2) placein highlandPeru(Fig. 1), wasof a youngchild and
lamentecasan6 e p h ephenongehorar- chaeologically  containedaritiesof foreignderiva tion andassociatiorio
invisibled, for &édmost s o c idifferentpastsandeondermsofahe repm. lsetfieldworlo n p r
no archaeological e si dued. and ethnohistoric compar ison enable a wider

Despite its vast propensity to harbour material consideration of Inkgeriod of fering traditions,
things, the archaeologicakecord is partial and slow to particularly the capac huch& Such offerings often
reveal about the desires of exchange pastneand to- involved a human sacrifice, but cenprised one
handtransactionsind,crucially,theextendegro- component of a larger giftinglationship
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Figure 1. North-central Peru, locating Yayno and sites mentioned in text. (Map: author.)

between the empire and its provinces. The present studyajor money or marketbased exchangesystems,the

finds both similarities and differencesto known capac
huchacases. It is argued that tiaynooffer- ing resulted
from ceremonialactivities that linked the Inka state to
village communitiesand the ancientsite, and engaged
them in a protracted giiconomy.

Gifting, reciprocity and the ancient Andes

The Central Andes is often seen as exceptional as
heartlandor earlycivilization. Statepolitiesandcom- plex
arts, technologies and institutions araghout

wheel or writing. In lieu, gifts and valuables often
assumed a central role in spurring economic proton.
Food and maizéeer,given away in feasts, emendered
labour obligations (Hastorf 1993 219; Mor- ris &
Thonpson 1985 ch. 5). When identity, status, or
subjecthood needed to be marked, cloth and tie¢
sufficed (Murral98Q 74). Small prestations and acts of
hospitality served as a prelude to bardad largerscale
a@xchanges (Lazza005 145; Mayer2002 156). Portable
charms ensured the health and feityf of camelidherds;
mummy bundlesand ancestor
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effigies did the same for human groups (L2013 and can be O6convertedéutei nto
Salomon 2004 Sillar 2012. All of these, not surpris locally, thereby optimizing or obviatinbour,storage or
ingly, aretokensof respectand generositythat figured in  transportc o st s o f bul k gool€8§. (D6A
reciprocal relations. In no small measure, AndeanT hi s i s consi st €88y influéntiah Gr e
complexity was made possible by social relations ofmodel, which opposes commoditieger- sus gift-based
reciprocity powered by the help of embodiedate rial economies. The former is associated wiilrarchical,
things; objects regularly mediated humans,-egomic  classbased societi@swhich thrive fromimpersonaland
production and socialifferentiation. marketbasedforms of exchange and transacted items
Pioneering anthropological work since Mauss has( 6 c o mmo di t i e s-6Ket ecohbmies, kvhich ma r
developed three of his original insights: 1) gift exchangetraffic commodities to maximize capital and earnings,
as social contract and a system of rqmiocity (Lévi- gift economieften stress bw exchange®f objectsare
Strauss 1969 ch. 5; Sahlins 1972; 2) gi f t g i enmbeddedrsprotracted social relations, enabling certain
competitive spirit and selhteresd that in giving, one kinds of persons and overall social reproduction. Gift
acquires or keeps (e.g. debts, resources, stius, economies may be privileged in smalszale, more
superiority)in relationto anothe(Grae ber2001; Weiner  egalitarian kin based societies, where items of exchange
1992; and 3) that gifts share in the essence ancar e often highly penrasianeanlabl e
personhood of thgiver, which are partible, circulated or re- taining something of the giver (an individual or <ol
embedded through exchange (Muri®86 Strathern | ect i v @ersbmhor al 0
1988 Thomas 1991). Due to preservation and Rare preciousitems or materials, especially from
limitations of the subterranean recordrchaeological great distances, frequently hold special value. The ability
studieshave increasinglystud ied the third aspct, the  to acquirelong-distanceobjectsis often bound up with
partibility of persond ascribing valued essences (or access to alterities (foreign and supernatural othernesses),
6agencyd) -nalfto objdtts, extensiomsior their which are particularly desirable to -emance identity,
fragments (Chapman 2000 Fowler 2004 Oliver 2009. prestige and/or local agency (Geldtein 2000 Helms
Suchstudiesob- serve artefactual relations that transcend1993 Nielsen 2007 Sahlins2012. Comprehensive new
the merely formalthe agencyof the original canmultiply volumes research the flows of resources, including of
and be copresentevenif its parts are dispersedacross  prestige items and exotics, to model more fully the array
space. Fragments can also be gigesy,but nevertheless of economic practices and value t®ms in Pre

signify or evoke thevhole. Columbian societies (Hirth & Pillsbur8013 Mathews &
Archaeol ogi st s may i A f eGuderjdng0l7 Ratpadopdubos &dJrtor204 . ¥et teecen

hoodb©o from artefacts, b u temain few casé ddudies focuted onagifthanga. ma 'y be

synchronicallyrestrictedtheitemis fromasourcere- gion, This essay examines how an Andean state teys

which is often takenregiony interdomtad a form afsgift exdchangea in the- piticad
where it is found, meanwhile, is counted asrthe ¢ i p i ecgomos (also Morrisl986 Oliver 2009. The largest
destinatiorandlocation. The tendency towardeormative  native polity of the Amedas, InkaTawantir suyu[The
flattening and palimpsestmakesit difficult to reconcile  four parts united], relied on a lofigeld valuesystem
Ma u sbhasiceontentiorthatgift exchangempliesmutual ~ centredon reciprocityanda multiscalar social network for
obligationsand a processof giving, acceptinga gift, and  redistributing key resources. The Inka state intensified
reciprocating with a coun tergift. Thus a cultural festive generosity to garner a vasiol of labour for its
biography of gifts/valuables, which has been crucial inproject® construction,war- fare, storage,herding and
ethnographic studies, may b®redifficult to reconstruct  roads D 6 A 12Q02 @oye lier 1977 Mayer2002 Murra
throughprehistoricar- chaeology 1980. Theinfrastructure and activities of empire were, in

Archaeology typically addresses gift exchange as a0 small measure, made possible through imperial gifts
generalized economic practice and rationalizes it asgjiven in return for the allegiance and labour tribute of
maximizing, accumulative activity and performed by their subjects. The bekhown prestations to provincial
actors as calculated (e.g, swiferested) strategy (e.g. groups, be sides formal recognition na privileges
Helms1993 92/ 5). Gift exchangés seerasadap tive and ~ accorded by thénka, were festive meals,plentiful maize
more typical of kinbased societies; it promotes beer,coca leaf and rare precious items (e.g. cloth, metal
cooperationand resourcesharingwhen kinship ties are objects and marine shell) (Murrd98Q Rostworowski
seen to be weak or naxistent (e.g. Johrson & Earle 1999 Rowe 1946. To this, | add the gifting of living
1987 6 7). Scholars emphasize energ@s: gifts and  subjects, ocapachucha
valuablesareusuallysmallandportable,
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Andean prestations (GonzalezHolguin 1989 199; Zuidema 1982 425 6).
Whi koehd®6 refers to more of a tan

An important native category for assessing and -comt he s e ma n hucled fcioen ndo toefssodamor e abo
paringthe evidencein this studyis capacochgor ca- pac relations,transactionsand negotiatedac tivities between
cochg or capachucha(or ghapaquchg. The Quechuaword people.Scholarsthus take capachuchat o mean O6r oya
has been used to describe both the act of-shceiand o bl i gat i on 6 1991Ma4 Batwamta varkde
the individual sacrificed, usually a child. The term also Guchte1992 359),6 b u s iohtkesink&MacCormack
described the entire ritual cyclé=i§. 2), in- cluding 200Q 111,122),or6opuprestat i ond ( Sal omon
presentationrocessiondeastsandgift giv- ing, aphase  Urioste 1991, 112).B o t dochad ahuch@® 6 may have
of which culminatedin thec h i miné- dation (Besom  pertinene to the offering in quedion, butcapac hucha
2009 2013 de Bock 201Q Duviols 1976 MacCormack may have special relation to its gifted, mediating or
2000 McEwan & van de Guchtd992 Reinhard &  exchange quality (see also Botoluzzi & Martinez
Ceruti2010. Armijo 201%, Duviols 1976.

Capacis a Quechuahonorific[ 6 sup 0 e mg & , ®escribedn variousearlySpanishaccount§Be- som
6grando] and title gsewiegn 20@9 ch.o2), capaccucha faatbrédnng the aheual
utmost regard. There is greater uncertainty about the&eremonial cycle of Inka sacrifices and prestations, made
termds se&ocha@ddupaall y o6r ef erts shtines ia Clizeok #he Inka eheartland (Baisog
body of water (Zuidemd973 28). Hucha& meanwhile,  Farrington2013 and conquered regions. The ritélso
may mean (eccadd [sin], degocid [business/trade] or markedcritical royal events(e.g. successionwar, death)
dleytd[plea/dispute/contract] andtimesof greattumult,suchasdrought
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andnaturaldisastersTheannualcelebratiorlavished gifts
to the regional gods and their priests, who visited the
capitalto prophesythe future for the Inka (Besom2009
MacCormack200Q 121).

Pedro Cieza de Ledn, a Spanish soldatronicler,
calledcapachuchathe 6 g iahdtod f er i ngs 6
Il nkas 6t o 198%he 1563] 87 Bhe r@most

By creating gift relationswith local divinities, the
Inka benefitted becaudmiacaswere almost invariably
linked to surrounding lands and the water and labour
resources which made them productive. Thpachucha
ceremonieslsorecognizederritories,set tled land disputes

rarddegitimbed pravihcil lord ships(MacCormack000

Zuidemal973. Thesewere domaindor stateactionthat

prestations were beautiful children, most aged 4 to 12vereunderstoodsreck procity:
years, unblemished and virgin, often born to provincial &
noble familiest They were first sent to Cuzco for
consecration by priests, trarferming them, through food
andfinery, into suitable representatives of the Inka and its
solar cult. A girl and a boy could be coupled to form a
sacrificial pair, and provisioned with small dedicatory
items symbolic of tb house, marriage, work and (MacCormack200Q 124)
livelihood (McEwan & van de Gucht&992 361). Some The Obusiness
were then sacrificed in Cuzco. Others were returned to theé h a t the I nka
provinces, occasionally back to their homeland, in grouphim wielded the power to
processions with great pomMécCormack200Q 122). bodi es/ per sons

no s h deitynvehetherrlarge or small, was
forgotten in this empire wide transaction in which the
Inca and his subjects gave human victims and other
oblationsto thedeitiesandguacaswho in re- turn gave

to the Inca their benevolence and pret&mn, as well as

their hopeful |y truthful and hel

of t iclalea, 6 O
king and the 6

refashion ancegal
and | andscape:

he

They were then dispatchedor buried alive in specially
prepared tomiplatforms (Reinhard & Cerufl01Q 96i 7).
The various nations that made Tawantinsuyleach
worshipped their own pantheonf divinities (huacasor
w 0 a k(Bray2015 Duviols1967); capachuchawere
Inka-sanctionedjifts to thesehuacas Their final destination

wasusuallyatalocationof thehuacadivinity, embodied as
an effigy and/oftandscapdea- ture.Thesewereoften

visuallyimpressivdocalesandgreatly esteemed in social

memory and locaral his- tories.Capachuchathemselves
becamédiuacabeingsandtheir burial locationsservedas

shrinesfor sub sequent cult activities (e.g. offerings,
libations,orac ular consultations). They could be

worshippedat thespot,or fromadistancgDuviols 1976
38).Provincialgroupsontinuedo veneratduacasvell
intocolonialtimes, making offeringsto their tutelary
godsin re- turnfor theirprotectionyitality andcaretheir
effigiesand shrineswere the main targetsof Christian
anti idolatry campaignge.g.Arriagal1999 Duviols
1967). The processionslso engagedhe many ethnic
groupsof the landstraverseden route to the final
destination. They obligeldospitality,suchasgift- ing,
feastingand provision of shelter(MacCormack2000.
The ritual complex helpedactivatethe net works of
reciprocity thatcomprisedTawantinsuyuwhile marking
groupboundarieandlegitimatingthe statanfrastructure
abroadpersonnekoadsinstalla tions). Thecapachucha
cycle thus mobilizeéndre- distributed resources from

the entirestatenetwork.It also allowed various subjects

of Tawantinsuyuhu- man and nothuman, to witness and
take part inthe
proceedings.

2012.5 Thiswasnotsimplyideologymasking theractices
of exploitation.Capachuchahad greatim- pact because
they reinvented provincial histories in a shared idiom of
cosmopolitical relations, in which Inkaauthority,
embodied in a living gifin-process (laden with a future
potency), could be inserted as@w, privileged power in
regional hiearchies Fig. 2). Capac huchahus facilitated
Inka intervention into already hierarchically organized,
sacred landscapes (De281Q Kosiba2015 McEwan &
van de Gichte1992 Meddenst al.2014).

Spanish writers observed a wide range of {dicans
and activities associatedvith capachucha par ticularly
as related to the provinciabacas(see Besom2009. The
higherrankinghuacassawgrandemat tention (Bray2015
Duviols 1967. Archaeology has been important in
detailing this variability incapac huchapractice (e.g.
locations,contents taphonomy).A few capachuchaare
associategvith islandsandmajor archaeological sites, such
as Tucume (Lambayeque), Pachacamac (Lima) and
Choquepukio (Cuzco) (Andrushkoet al. 2011, Besom
2009 Bray2009 360/ 61;
Dorsey 1901 Narvdez1995 Reinhard& Ceruti 2010.
Summit locations and ancient ruins are particularly
germane to thistudy.

The best known cases have been found south of
Cuzco, mainly on high peaks above 5000 masi.daese
of their remoteness and condition, these are often taken as
exemplary (Farrigton 2013 314). In addition to
favouring their preservation, the diffculty of access
almost certainly limited handling and revisitation after
their establishment, not least by Spaniards. Technical
studies of human remainfAn- drushko et al. 2013
Reinhard & Cerut?01Q Wilson
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Table 1.Summary ofapac hucharestations made to Tawantinsuyudyiu groups in southern Ancash.

Ayllu NTEEr Dedicated to Place/region of sacrifice &

dedication
Hecos 2 Rayo (Lightning God) Hecos (local)
Lake Titicaca (3)
Lampas/Recuay juncture (1
Chaupis 7 - P vl @
Quito (2)
Cuzco (1)
Hichoc 4 Inca (king) and sun Cuzco (4)
Caquimarca 5 ; Quito, Cuzco & Huanuco Viejo

(numbers unspecified)

Underworld gods (Huari),

Olleros 2 subterranean pits with clay Olleros (local)
duaca de Quitd Quito (4)
Cuzco (3)
Chaupis Churi 12 Lake Yahuarcocha (2)
Chile (1)
duacad Lake Titicaca (2)

etal. 2013 andpottery(Brayetal. 2005 confirmthatboth t emé wit h Cuzco as its Oheartd
humansandartefactsn capachuchainterments originated reciprocal movements and gifts. Some were- ¢epetal,
from different parts of the realm, incluéhg local and  manifested by tribute and resources, ineludg the
foreign (including Cuzco) elements. In general, there ischosen children, entering Cuzco. Others were dagti,
much less evidence, documentary or archaeologicalwhen thecapac huchds sent back out to the provinces
aboutcapac huchdocations, after enshrinement. with return gifts for their locahuacas(also Dean 201Q

Additional insights can be found in colonial-in 101). Duviols observed6 T Hnea
quisitional documents, which recorded native -tes é isimplicatedin a contract(minkg of the capacochan
timonies of the Christian campaigns against pagarwhich he is ecipient, debtor anthtermediaryat the same
religions, or 722 acdoort af soutiera s dime, and WitBir2the relation, so created, of producer and
Ancash observed that most kin groupings, calgu® consumer 6,; | waphc hackantéervenedint ant ,
admittedcapac huchan their cult practices (Herméndez | ocal pol i t i c-sion ofhsating acgountst h e  f
Principe1923. Keydetailscanbegleaned for these groups, by means of a complex syemof giftsandc ount er gi f t
who were close cultural and gegraphicneighboursof ~ (Duviols1976 31,34, my translation).
Y a y npedpkes(Table1). First, while someayllu might In short,capac huchdormed an integrated saial
have (or reported) noapac huchaotherayllu registered  phenomenon, in the Maussian sense. More than a routine
more than one, and up to d2& substantial total for a transaction betweeimdividuals (of alier able objects in
small area of southern AncaslSecond,the human  regularforgotten events), the gifting cyobd capachucha
sacrificeswere sentto sig- nificant placesthroughoutthe =~ comprisedan enduringfield of so- cial relations between
empire. Third, the sac rifices were madefor regional enti r e groups whi ch i nvol ved
divinities, sacredplaces andamistad [friendship,good  simultaneous expressionme- ligious, legé moral and
relations]betweerri- val factions. The ritual also allowed economic. In addition, the phenomena have their aesthetic
the Inka tore- wardloyal subjectgZuidemal973 2015. aspect é the source of aesthet
Finally, the ayllu groupsstill verymuchidentifiedwith their aroused by interest 6 (1967 y1925) 1, 77).
capac huchaand regarded them among their most impor Scholarship has certainly noted the socipolitical
tant cult places angatrimony,nearly a century &r the  implications ofcapac huchaand how it helped integrate
dismantling of the Inka system. different parts ofTawantinsuyu(Besom 2013 Duviols

While capac hucha has beenstudied primarily as 1976 MacCor mack200Q 120;McEwan& vandeGuchte
state ceremony and human sacrifice, the ethnchisto 1992 Rein hard& Ceruti201Q SchroedR008. It remains

u |
s ¢

PierreDuviols (1976 29) notedits essentiatedis tributive todet ai l the prestation in this
quality andlikenedittoad ci r caysat or y partic ularly its archaeological xpressions and
variability.
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Figure 3. (Colour online) Location of Yayno and surrounding sites and villages with late period-¢brkamporary)
components (Rahuish, Culantrillo, Wishcashjirca, Shillajirca, Rayogaga and Aukismarca). (Map: author.)

Yayno and the offering context since many oral traditions regard mountains, esgaly

glaciers, as local oOlithifiec

Today,Yaynois the most prominent archaeological $ite  see, witness and act (L&016 Venturoli 2011, Yauri
the region (Pomabamba, Ancash), covering ap Montero2000.
proximately 105 ha of a low mountaintop,Cerro Pafia Y a y nmaf sector was densely built up with over
jirca, and adjacent areasiq. 3. The site was originally 50 walled compounds used primarily as the house
a large fortified village and one of the major cen tres of complexedor kin groupsor lineagesof variable sizelLau
Recuayculture, datedto approximatelycal. ad 400 800 2010. Thecompounddavebothroundand quadrangular
(Lau201Q 2011). layouts; the largest towered over 12 m tahld had

In addition to its strategic location overlooking the multiple storeysof apartmerdike rooms which opened
confluence of two rivers,Yayno was probably ap into an unroofed, interior courtyard space. The most
preciatedfor a numberof prominentvisual character =~ monumental compounds have large courtyards, elaborate
istics, visible from kilometregway.It has a distinetive drainage and visually striking stonework facades. At its
moundplatform profile Fig. 4). It is also partly ringed by height, Yayno was hometo approximately 60000
large erosional channels. Some sections functioned gseople (Lau201Q 342), butwas largely abandoned by the
defences and are walled on the upslope sidether  ninth centuryad.
majorfeatureis arock formationon the northwessummit PostRecuay floors and ceramics, in generare
face, split into five columnsor shat low fins jutting out  rare. Any later additions are almost all simple, exgient
from the outcrop (for the significance of @dnstructofis, probably makeshift shelters and corrals,
Andean thought, see Donna&D09 177; Salomon & which robbed stones, incorporated parts of old walls, and
Urioste 1991, 270; Urton1997, 215)8 Y a y nweétarn  rarely employed mortar. More pemanent posRecuay
side also affords unobstructed views of the Cordilleravillage and hamletsie s occur wit hin a

Blanca (Apolin G2009. The inter visibility between the  distance Fig. 3 . Unli ke Yaynobs di

Y a y nardstsand surrounding peaks may have been these later villages agglutinated dwellings along the
meanirgful in the past, concentric walls that

f o
s
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Compound c24

Compound c20 /
Vertical rock ‘ v. e Trenches
formations 23 / Maip plaza (dry moats)

Figure 4. (Colour online) Northern face offayno.Y a y nws@ad properties (rock formations, terraced profile, vistas,
monumental ruins) were important in the past, and continue to distinguish the mountain and its imagination today.
(Photograph:author.)

encircled the entire settlement.Late-style pottery and  elevated area (towards the summit), and poorly- pre
grinding stones are common at these villaged many  servedportions of a beatendirt floor aboveit probably
hilltops in the region, but not atayno. With Yayno in served as the main original surface for the offerings.
ruins, most local groups, by Inka times- @ear to have  Towardsthe centrenorth, a low hollow was exploited to
resided in loweiying villages flanking its mountaintop. make a cist. Three flat stone (schist?) slabs, roughly
The offering context was found in the coatd of qgquadr angul ar in shape, were pro
¢20 (circular compoundoriginally of Recuaydate), a  walls; bedrock formed the remaining side. No mowas
walled and partly shelteredspotjust below the sum mit usedThecist,c.35cmwide 30cmdeep, was covered over
(4150 masl) Fig. 5. The compound sits directly atop the by a fourthslab.

columnar formation previously mentioned; thetcropis On the cover slab were two shattered but largely
the b ui | dfoundatibrs Locating the burialin c20  complete Inkastyle ceramic vessel§igs. 5& 6).1°One
protectedt from erosionandallowedpe- riodic offerings  was a smalblla, a widemouthed jar (mouth diameter 12
to pool in thepatio. cm; heightc. 22 cm), featung an ur slipped lightorange

Excavations in c20 included a test pit and a largerpaste, arching strap handle and tall pedestal base (Morris
exposure, Operation 1&€.(4 8 m). Imredi ate signsof & Thompson1985 pl. 7; Reinhard & Cerut01Q fig.
unusualdepositaveresmallbeadgmade oubf turquoise 7.23). The other was arother distinctive Inka fon
andgreencolouredstone),Spondy lus sp. shell, obsidian (Wwr p, wibh)a tall flar ing neck, conical globular body
flakes and gold metal foil fragmentkfinag. None of  and tapering base (mouth diameter 9 cm; heigB8 cm).
this material has been found elsewhererayno,nor is  The front body and neck were slipped dark purplish red;
common at other Recugeriod sites. As the excavation the front was painted in dark geometric motifs, mainly
progressed, the rare items became more frequent. Thesews of triangles withirthin bands. The smoothed back
were sometimeaccompanietdy well-preservedoccasion  side was unslipped and unpainted, but shawg light
ally articulated bones of young camelids. Many eom brownish paste and fire clouding. It had two side strap
pleteSpondylusalvesalsoappeared Two smallclus- ters  handles, and two perforated nubbins underneath the
of whole valves were found atop a hardened earth straturflaring lipd probably to secure a lid. The front shoulder

about 5 cm above bedrockig. 5. The shells were hasapr oj ecting |l ug, inaipdesd with
positioned as if originally stacked, and h&dlen over.  front side was intentionally smashed, perhaps to terminate
The unevenbedrockresultedin an the vessel and buriatually.!*
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Figure 5. (Colouronline)Layoutof Compound20andplansof Operationl6excavationsTheburial cistandofferingsresulted
fromInka-periodactivitieswithin a circular constructiorbuit by Recuaygroupsroughlyathousandyearsearlier. (Author.)
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Figure 6. (Colour online) Inka style ceramic vessels, Operation 16. (Photographs: author.)

The cist contained heavily eroded fragments of darkthickened at the preserved end, running through its hole
brown wood Fig. 7). Several featured a cooave body  (Fig. 7c, inset). A cloth fragment with original edge shows
and rim, almost certainly of an Indsdyle tapered drinking a hole, encrusted, through which one of the pin shafts was
cup, orkera One fragment shows incision directly below pushed. The cist also contained a thin goletalldmina
the rim, in triangular pendants filled in with lattices fragment.

(pointing downwards), atternating with upwargbointing The only human skeletal material was a partial
triangular pendants filled in with horizontal hatching. cranum (Fig. 7a),foundabovetheartefactsmandible and
Several body fragmentsshowa chevrondesign,oriented  teeth remains wenmeearby Age at death was eimated at
vertically. The designs are very similar to those on4 years ( 12 months: sex indeterminate) (Pomeroy n.d.).
woodenkerosfoundat capachuchasites(e.g.Reinhard& Tupu pins were vital markers of Inka femaldentity
Ceruti201Q fig. 7.30). (Vetter & Carcedo2009 andit is sug gestedtentatively,

Cloth fragments probably belonged to a mantle orthat the skull was of a very young giMostlythes k ul | 6 s
tunic (Fig. 7). All fragments used a plawweave anteriorportionsurvived,with little evidence opathology.
technique, featuring camelid warp and weft fibresspin ~~ Much of the bone surface was covered idagk brown
and Splied: S(2z)). Despite staining, dark browgneyish deposit, probably preserved soft tissue. The teeth,
brownandblackcolourscouldbedis- cerned. This kind of maxilla and isolated aeasof thefacewerestainedgreen
cloth is typical of higland An cashgroupsof the Late dueto contactwith a coppefcontainingmetal,probablythe
IntermediatePeriodand Late Horizon €. ad 10001532)  tupus Another coppebearing object may have been

(Briton.d.). placed in the mouttgiventhe extentof greenstainingon
The cist also contained a matching pair of-copr  thepala tine process and teeth.
and silver metatupu (pins to adorn and fasten garments). The offering area around the cist, meanwhile,

Each has a very large ovoidal disc head of hammeredontained impressive quantities of rare precious items.
sheet Fig. 7c), and a hole perforating tliscright above  The Spondylussp. shell represents the largest assemblage
the shaft. Tupu 1 is bestpreserved (22.9 cm long, disc known from the sierrafcAncash, if not all of the Peruvian
width 11.2cm, 42 . Its disc head has small cloth pieces highlands outside of Cuzco. The 861 specimens weighed
clinging to it, stuck together with the green corrosion of 10.6 kg, including 79 mostly whole valves and at least 86
copper metalTupu2 (35 other valves (MNI). Mostwhole specimensneasuredi

g) is more fragmentedput featuresoriginal thread, 10 cm (max.
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Figure 7. (Colouronline) Contentof cist: (A) incompletechild cranium; (B) fragmentf woodenkero, somewith incised
geometriadesignsyC) tupupins,showingfragmentf cloth; (D) fragmentof wovencloth. (Scalesn cm.) (Photographs:
author.)

dimension) and were largely unworkedrid. 8), al In addition, the deposit contained 142 small
though some had been partially ground down, drilled, othammered sheet artefacttaniinag, almost all gold
had their spikes removed. On many, the shell colours (reccoloured metalKig. 10; seven were silver metal. These
orange, pink (with white)) have faded, probably due towere small and very thin and mainly quadngular or
sun and rain exposure and/or deposition in seasonally wefircular in shap. Many wereirregular, folded over,
soil. A trapezoidal lsell pendant was also recovered in the creased, or broken/cut purposefully as fragraents. Many
find layerl? were perforated, with one (A1) or twoholes(n 19);

Excavationand fine sieving recoveredover 1208  occasionally,the position and rough edges of the holes
beads Fig. 9. Most were of greenand turquoise  suggest expedient perforations &dr original prodution
coloured stone. A few used other materiaitone (red, and use. Several showed staces with red pigment. A
light brown, dark grey), corrodezbpperclear glassy blue thick lAmina (0.95 mm) Fig. 10 and a solid gold ball
stone (quartz?), and maybe shell. Bead s@eedgreatly,  resembling small birdshot(d. 5.18 mm) may havebeen
mostbetweer? and5 mm; several reached cm. Thereis blanks for additional hammering. There were also four
no outwardstandardizatioin their shape, suggesting they hammered sheetnetal beads: one with corroded copper
are not mainly from one object (e.g. necklace) orsurface, another of gold metal and two of silvemetal.

production source. Excavaions also encounteredsome Ten radi ocar bon assays
brokenbeadspendants, chunks of raw material and four occupation to approximately cal. ad 4800 (Lau2010);
unworked quartz crystals. no samples have yet been tested for the Inka
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