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Abstract

This thesis seeks to address an acknowledged gap in the historiograpisyrei

that of rural working class leisure activities. The first objective of this thesis is
therefore to investigate different types
traditional and innovative, and gendspecific pastimes.Using Norfolk as a case
study, | examined a range of different leisure opportunitigdse second objective is

to question the changing nature of leisure provision and the impact that this had on
rural lives, and it was found that opportunities for leisure emxd considerably
throughout the period 1841940. This was brought about by better working
conditions, including fewer working hours and higher wages. Technology also
played a key role, providing increased availability of transport, both public and
peronal, and this allowed access to urban recreations, unavailable in the countryside.
Some traditional pastimes endured, while others were replaced by new forms of
entertainment, such as the cinema and modernised fairground attractions. Other
innovations mcluded the rise of local sports, for instance cricket and football, and
alternatives to the public hou$ereading rooms and village halls, the latter being
open to all sections of society and not solely men. Arguably, rural women benefited
most from thee remarkable transformations. The introduction of new societies, such
as the Mothersd Union and the Women6s 1| n
for their members. There is clear evidence of the gradual adjustment from
widespread philanthropy teelf-determination among working people, and together
with the remarkable alteration in outlook produced by the First World War, this
increasingly caused local communities to take control of their own leisure provision.

This is consistent with the socigthanges occurring in all spheres of rural life.
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Chapter 1. Introduction

Increased means and increased leisure are the two civilizers of man.

Benjamin Disraeli (speaking about the working classes in 1872.)

This thesids about the recreational activities of thueal working classe during the

period between 1840 and 1940ith special reference to the county of Norfolk. It
considers how the leisure pursuits available to workimepleechanged during this

time. During the last sixty years there has been an increasing interest among
historians in many aspects of the study of leisure. Yet while numerous investigations

have been made into urban leisure, little academic attention has been pad to
situation in the counyside.This studyexamineghetransformatiorin leisure during

the century under examination and the impact this had omuthlewvorking class It

focuson t he opportunities for recreation a
behaviour in a lsure situation and lasbut not leastthe impact ofleisure on

country peopbeiegbs soci al well

The choice of Norfolk for this research is particularly appropriate, in that it was
relatively sparsely populated, and most settlementsanctiunty compsed small
villages or hamlets. Norfol kds urban po
and 1951, with the total inhabitants of the three largest tawNsrwich, Ki n g 6 s

Lynn and Great Yarmouthi ncreasing from 29% to? 42% o
But even in 1951, over half of the count
towns or villages, some obviously more isolated than others. This gives a
manageable focus to the study and allows greater potential for rural research than in

anothemore densely populated county.

Leisure and work
What is 61l eisureb6? The dictionary defin
di sposal 6 or o6free or unoccupied timeod.

one can be occupied, whilemguing a leisure activity. For the purposes of historical

o Mr . Di sr ael TheBnesdprit IBWepsi. er 6,

2John Wright, 6 Po{ 954 revarmshwirh andAtare DavisBr)Ah historical
atlas of Norfolk(Chicheste, 2005) p. 142. For the reasons for this expansion, ppel2-13
below.
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research, many historians have debated the definition of leisure but have been unable

to reach agreemenPeterBor say suggests that perhaps ¢

when all the more impatnt and serious areas of |ife
counters this with the idea of O&fiserious
educati on. € The promotion of #Arational

read i n °(Thisi of course detratués the more frivolous or inconsequential

forms of leisure, such as visiting the cinema or theatre, drinking, gambling, days out
at the seaside and o6retail therapyd, the
society. Thesetwopyes of di version could also be

which in turn raises the idea of conflict of valdes.

Money, or the earning of money, seems toabehe root of most definitionghis
would be particularly appropriate in sgdussions of the evking class. It is
understandable, as money is the basic exchange for the necessities of life. A
negative outlook is expressed in the following with no suggestions of how to utilise
the free time available:
[lei sure i s] (1) é dathgoneeofoweshake JR2f) #Bhe sc
boredom of performing a set of limited and routine ta&skEhese were necessary in order to

earn the necessary money to live. This is certainly the case for numerous people, but many

others find their dailyork interesting and absorbing.]

é Leisure é is the time which is | eft over

completed
Converselyand more positively:

é of some people the question [ 6what is leis
freedom fromthe necessity of work [again, in order to avoid poverty]; it is time in which
those things which are interesting pesiivd enj oy a
experience of freedgnof freedom to enter into obligations and relasioips, to pursue

interests and opportunitiies. Such freedom i s

3 PeterBorsay,A history of leisurg¢Basingstoke, 2006pp. 5, 7.
* Michael A.Smith, Stanley Parker and Cyril S. Smitlds), Leisure and society in BritaifLondon,
1973) p.12.
® Joffre Dumazedier quoted in Borsayhistory of leisurepp. 56.
°H . Cunni nghadm, c udl LtreuM.seLibhoenpeanted), The Cambridge soal history of
Britain 17531950vol. 2 People and their environme(@ambridge, 1990)p. 279.
" Smith, Parker and Smifeds), Leisure and society in Britaipp. 45.



Introduction

It i's equally i mporitagantaccording tb ¢hée diatianaryd wor k 6
activity involving ment al or physical e
thealdi ti onal explanati on: 6empl oyment as

interesting in that it could be argutttereforethat leisureé 6 f r ee or unoccup
i requires no mental or physical effort and involves no worthwhile result. This is

clearlyuntrue, as is unambiguously demonstrated in this thesis.

It seems that it is difficult if not impossible to arrive at a single agreed definition of
leisure. Any precise explanation would appear to depend on the particular aspect
under di s boves all,i votmally everyp €onfident generalization disguises
countert r ends an d aeorcisecpvedt to kespdn mihdror this research

I have adopted the simple everyday meani

compulsory obligationsptuse, within reason, exactly as one wishes.

This said, the links between work and leisure in the countryside are sometimes
particularly imprecise. A good example of this is the Victorian (and later) practice of
travelling from the city to pick hops forfaw weeks in the summer, mainly in Ként.
This was a working holiday, whictmight be considered contradiction in terms.
Another blurring of the boundaries, iore generallyprovided by the custom of
singing while workingas for exampl&vhile crowscaring:

O, you nasty blaclk-tops [blackbirds],

Get off my masterd6s radish tops,

For ke&d nad with his long gun,

And you must fly and | must rut?

Agricultural work songs were common in the first half of our period of interest and
helped to boost feciency while lessening monotony. This was not leisure;
nevertheless, the act of singing gave pleasure even while undertaking a less than
pleasurable taskn a similar manner, work was accompanied by conversation and

social interaction between workers E. P. Thompsolns wor d s :

! Dave Russell, 0The making of moder. 1l 9b&dhys urn e: t
Blackshaw(ed), Routledge handbook of leisure studjiabingdon, 2013)p. 16.

° An interesting description of its contrasts can be found in George Orfledl, Orwell daries
(London, 2010)p. 16.

1 Barry Reay,Rural EnglandgBasingstoke, 2004)pp. 132133; Ted Goioa, Work songgDurham,
North Carolina, 2006)p. 53.
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social intercourse and labour are intermingliedhe workingday lengthens or contracts

according to the taskand there is no great sense of conflict between labour and "passing the

time of day"*!

Although my definition of ¢isure is uncomplicated, certain questioeyertheless

arise from it One concernsetfigion, which was undoubtedly pursued by its
adherents in O0free timed but opportunitess r ol e
church and chapel were also freqigseen as a respectable alternative to the pub as

a community centr& Furthermore both church and chapel approved of the
6Prot est armtandwansuled idlendss, and this attitude, when held strictly,

l ed to a disincligalte D06 tmurspeintds .t i meT hin
however, towards the turn of the century, as the temptations of new pastimes grew,
undermining the habits of churgfoing and fostering indifference to religidh.In

this thesis, | have not regarded religionisolation as a leisure pursuiglthough

where relevant | have discussed it in relation to other recreational actiictater

in this chapter | have outlined its general impatthe community?

Leisure could also be described as time which is pentsearning or raising income

or adding to the family purse in any way. This raises the case of poaching which
unquestionably takes place in oO0free tim
leisure activity. It also, however, adds in kind to the farmiyome. So is leisure

time always spent in pleasurable activities, or, as in poaching, can it be used for
clandestine purposes which benefit the perpetrator?

A distinction hitherto unexplored by historians is that between organised (e.g.
cinema, outingsclub meetings) and unorganised leisure (e.g. drinking, gambling,
reading, gardening). The former could be described as formal recreation, which has
to be planned and must have time allocated for it. It is often predictable, methodical

and may have a ratar timetable. It is also likely to include association with others.

YE.PThompsme workiiTisci pl i ne, and Pdstd&dPresen;88i(Retemiem pi t al i
1967) p. 60.

2 Eric J. Evans andleffrey Richards,A social history of Britain in postcards 187®30 (London,
1980) p. 103.

13 Although this particular term was first coined 1805 by Max Weber iThe Protestant ethic and
the spirit of capitalism its essential tenets had been endorsed from the time of the
Reformation onwards.

4 C. P.Hill, British economic and social history 170982 (London, 1985)pp. 220-221.

1®See pi13.
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Unorganised leisure, on the othband, is casual and free and eamyd in
contemporary terms at least, mayenbe morally lax. It is often a solitargursuit,

although not always.

Another distinction can be drawinb et ween ol der (and theref
newer, 0i nnov at .iTheeldter beammemare agcessilbleedurmgithee
second half of our period of interest because of new technology andvielpr
disposable ioome. AsEmmagGriffin points out, however:

with so much of the country effectively untouched by the onset of industrialisation we are

forced to concede that our understanding of the ways in which economic conditions have

historically influenced culturalractice still remains limited in the extrerte.

Socialstructure
It is necessary to have a clear definition of fineorking class, but this is also
challenging. The idea of sial class is extremely complemeverthelesghe idea of
three broadstrata @ societyi upper, middle and lowdpor working class) forms a
useful starting point for discussidh. These strata are commonly defined as
economic or (less frequently) cultural groups. Originating in Marxist theory, the
simplicity of such a scheme wascreasingly challenged in the 1970s and 80s by
academics on the left as well as the riglhtwas mooted that each echelon of society
had its own compleshierarchy,rooted in income and appreciatith. Moreover,
althoughthe upper class still endurgtie First World War unsettled the British class
system asthe middle classes began to impinge on the classes both above and below
them!® Among sociologists, these interesting but difficult questions have been the
subject of much deliberatidf. For the puposes of this thesis, however, and in order
to avoid becoming overinvolved in detail, the straightforward Marxist definition of
the working class is wused: 0...that «cl ¢
means of production of their own, are rediite selling their labour power in order

YEmmaGr i ffin, 6Popuol andaat tHistarical Journalgs: F200R),pa6231 6 |

7 Christensen antlevinson Encyclopediaf communitfThousand Oaks, Calif., 2003)p. 189-191.

'8 awrenceJamesThe middle class, a histotizondan, 2006) pp. 253 273.

9 A, J. P.Taylor, English history, 1914945(Oxford, 1965)p. 173.

% For some examples, see the work of Pierre Bourdieu, Stanley AronowitZ, &hdarshallamong
others.
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t o P Roethedrural working class this description thus includes agricultural
labourers but not their employers, the farmers. Because of their similar income and
hours of workhowever,the definition has tibe expanded a little to include village

artisans i those skilled in different crafts such as blacksmithing, saddlery,
wheelwrighting and so oh even though many were semployed and therefore did

have O6means of product i oomeofbormedpatiofrthiso wn 6 .
class,especially in the earlier part of the period | am addressirigey Were a vital

part of village economy, doing field work, keeping poultry, gleaning, working as

charwomen, taking in washing or occasionally dmasking?

Methodology
One approach to gthemeof this thesis would be tbreak it down into its various
aspects and deabmprehensively with a defined and limited number of these, for
example fairsyillage brass bands, annual celebrations (Christmas, May Daga$u
School anniversary), to suggest just a few. If this policy was followed, the majority
of the remaining components of the subject would generally be ignored. The result
would be like a completed jigsaw with many pieces missing. Thus the perséctive
the subject would be limited and possibly distorted. If, however, the subject is dealt
with broadly, the various leisure activities would still be considenediculously

although necessarily less exhaustively.

Borsay agrees with thlatterappoachto a certain extent

surely it would make more sense to study, as most have done, the separate areas that
constitute recreation. But this poses a problem, where to stop? If sport, why not soccer,
bowl s, curling, angl i ngformoof leisue passess ithaircowm g e
separate organizations, rules and rituals. However, these categories can easily become
prisons, narrowing the vision to the point at which study becomes a closed system in which

the chronicling of arcane conventionx €r aor di nary event s, super st
their own terms. If meaningful analysis is to take place, a line has to be drawn between

categorization and generalizatith.

L Note by Friedrich Engels tdv¢ 1888 English editioaf Karl Marx andFriedrichEngels, ‘Manifesto
of the Communist Party' iBelectedvorks(London, 1943)vol. 1, p. 204.

2 seebohm Rowntree am@ndall,How the labourer live§London, 1913)pp. 87, 94, 129, 151, 171,
199.

3 Borsay,A history of leisurepp. Xiv-xv.
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In other words, a happy medium between the two should be the aim. This thesis
attempts to follow this advice, not only by examining certain discrete recreational
activities in detail but also by putting these activities firmly in the context of the
daily life of their participants.

A serious research challenge is how to discolierattualactivities of the poorer
classes.These havdeft fewer traces than their wealthier neighbours, who not only
often wrote diaries, journals, letters and autobiographies which have been preserved,
but also were more frequently recorded in pictusesl newspaper reports.
Nevertheless, it is possible to discover salient facts, not so much about individual

members of the working classasabout this level of society as a whole.

In this respectperhapsthe most valuable resource is contemporarywspapers,
although when first consulting them, the historian may feel overwhelmed by the
sheer amount of information availalife.In East Anglia alone, for example, in the
Victorian period,Eastern Daily Presgfounded in1871), Norfolk Chronicle and
Norwich Gazette(1769), Norfolk Herald (1867), Norfolk Mail (1876), Norwich
Mercury (1713?) andNorfolk News(1845) were just six of the many available
periodicals available to the pubfit. In addition, there were numerous local
newspapers, such aromer and North Walsham Pos(1890), Dereham and
Fakenham Time$1880), Diss Expresq1864, Downham Market Gazettgl879),

Lynn Journal(1875) andYarmouth and Gorleston TimgE380).

The researcher has to address the problem of where to begin to search this
embarassment of riches. One immediate aspect of his investigations is the
availability of copies of these publications. A search in the British Library

newspaper catalogue reveals about three hundred Norfolk titles, but a positive

4 Historians who have benefitted from the evidermentl in newspapers includda c Mast er | 60Th
battle for Mousehold Heath Past & Present 127 (1990),p. 121 and thirteen further
newspaper referees throughout the articlé&dary Moses, 0 R e snig aupal culture? The
Church of England and hiring fairs in the East Riding of Yorkshire c.-B8B®ural History
(2002), 131, p. 80and ninetyfour further newspaper referenc& A.Caunc e , 0The hi
fairs of northern England, 189093 Past & Present 217:1 (2012)p. 221and ten further
newspaper references.

% The dates indicate their foundation. For a comprehensive list of local newspapers published
between 1700 and 1900, deex Stedmanyox populi. The Ndolk nhewspaper press, 1760
1900(Thesis for the Fellowship of the Library Association, 1971)
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decision was made to examitfe newspapers availakile Norfolk archives® It is
probable thathtesehadthe greatest circulation and would represent local opinion
most accurately. A sampling strategy was adopidaecause it would have been
impracticable to read evelgsue of thechosen newspapersCopies from two or

three months about every five years were scanned, for example, January, April and
September 1840, then February, May and October 1845 and so on. By this method
the researcher can be reasonably confident that heurad the great majority of the
seasonal events reported.

There are other important sources of evidence. Diaries were not usually written by
members of the working classes, particularly in the earlier part of the period under
discussion, and those few whi werecomposed have seldom survivéd. The

diaries consulted for this study were written principally by farnfeusal middle

class) keeping a record of their work, and incidentally adding tantalising snippets of
information about how they and their talrers spent what little free time they had.

Ot her diarists included clergymen and &g
their part in organising outings or entertainments for their less affluent neighbours.
The fact t hat wo r larlg difficalt tadfinchpreisemts ona of¢he par t i
di fficulties of this research. I n addit
be regarded as unsubstantiated testimony, which ideally should be confirmed from
another source. Clearly, newspaper repaould be similarly assessed?arish

magazines published by local churches nationwideof@r one hundred and fifty

years are also an effective source of information, and in Norfolk a good selection has

survived?®

Photographs must not be ignored, éhatfolk is fortunate in its online collection,
Picture Norfolk,a digital archive of historical images recording the development of
the county up to the present ddy. The main drawback in the use of early
photographs is in their uneven coverage of theirgal, due to their variable survival.

Even so, they allow the researcher glimpses of the reality experienced by local

% http://catalogue.bl.uk

% Steinitz Time, space, and gender in the nineteesgthtury British diary(New York, 2011) p. 7.
2 http:/Avww.cofe.anglican.org/about/diocesesparishes/parishmags/hitaty

2 http:/Avww.picture.norfolk.gov.uk
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people, and a single photograph is sometimes more enlightening than a whole written

chapter and can link @wthetersourntewor!| d

Other resources include the records of organisations formed to foster particular

recreations. Examples include the Cycli
the Womendés I nstitute. Local fol« Recomr ds of
Office, which also caresfod o c ument s concerning rur al W

Friendly Societies (both had a strong social element), reading rooms, bowling and
quoit clubs, cricket clubs and football club$hose bcal estate archivas private
hands can be accessed with permission and provide information unavailable

elsewheré!

Some records, however, are available only in national collegtionexample, the
documents of the National Fairground Archive at the University of Sheffield
compise a unigue collection of material dealing with the culture and history of
travelling fairs from the 1800s to the present day. Particularly useful for thisistudy
an almost complete run of the trade jourNHrry-go-round, which gves accurate
dates fo the appearance in Norfolk of, for example, bioscope shows and a scenic
railway. Ephemera posters advertising circuses, funfairs and other local events,
postcards or tickets to special occasions, membership cards for reading rooms,
cricket teams and vi@us local organisations can occasionally be found in record
offices and often give useful information. The use of theiabomsearch
organisation, Mas®bservation, was considered. As it was founded as late as 1937,
however, its benefit to this theswould have been minimal, and it was regretfully

rejected.

Or al hi story may contri buteetives asgpmeansot ant |
accessingecollections unobtainable in other ways; it can preservexperiences of

people who perhaps Y@ neither the skill nor the aspiration to wrdewn their
memories. This is particularly important historically in the casmembers othe

working class, whose literacy may have been limited. The impact of a range of
significant movements of sociahange on these people and their families (hitherto

% David Dymond,Researching and writing historgSalisbury, 1999)p. 39.
31 HolkhamHall archives, for example, have preserved recootserning local cricket.
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difficult to assess) may become clear through recorded interdfeW$iese can be

retrieved through audio collections such as that housed at the Norfolk Record Office

and also through transcribed and psidd compilations, for instance the
countrywide efforts in the 1970s and 199
local reminiscences by individual courity. These memories extend back in some

cases to the 1880s, giving filsand evidence of contemyawmy rural life. Particular

oral transcriptions also exishut it must be remembered that although sincere,
memoriesmay be inexact or even erroneous and therefore must be used carefully,

with perhaps other forms of evidence to confitvair accuracy**

In addition to documents pertaining to leisure activities there are those which relate
to associated places or structures. Authentication of these can be found in plans
(sometimes for buildings no longer in existence), contemporary Ordnance Survey
maps, carespondence, bills, Charity Commission schemes, insurance policies. These
were especially useful for proving the existence of certain reading rooms. In fact the
only proof of the establishment of a particular reading room may occur in a bill for
its consruction, or its indication in an O.S. map.

Lateral thinking is vital in using all these sources, as evidence is often available only
in this indirect way. Commercial directories and census returns, produced
decennially from 1841 onwards, were used va#ire, often yielding a wealth of
occupational detail. Information to be extracted from Parliamentary papers is not
always easy to uncover, but undoubtedly persistence is worthwhile, as irrefutable
testimony of important rural social changes can be redeaRarliamentary papers

do not alwayscover the whole countrynonethelesghey can help to develop a
general picture of conditions in the countryside at a specific tgneng an
immediacy not easily obtainable elsewhekgarly films proved to be disgminting

% David K. Dunaway andWilla K. Baum (eds), Oral history: an interdisciplinary anthology
(Lanham, Md., 1996)pp. 8, 92.

¥ Norfolk Federati on Witin litwg rmmemodys A lcallsction tofuNodotk ,
reminiscences written and compiled by members of the Norleld Er at i on of Wo m
Institutes(Ipswich, 1972, Norfol k Feder at i Wihindiving Méomarng n 6 s | n.
Compiled by the Norf ol k F e dotes sertt by tnstitutesfin thdo me n 6 s
county(Newbury, 199%.

% For exampleMary ChamberlainFenwomen. A portraitfavomen in an English villagéondon,
1975) Stephen Caunc@ral history and the local historia(London, 1994)p. 103.

% Examples occur at Bradfieldseepp. 1251261 and at Felmingham and Felthorpsee p108
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as a resource, as they were not particular enough for this study, tending to

concentrate more on urban leisure.

Secondary sources come in different forms in this digital age. The Internet is a prime
source of information, although it must beedswith great caution. Books, articles,
dissertations and theses on sfiec aspects of leisure providesignificant
corroboration of particular points of interest. The specific methodologies used for
researching individual aspects of rural leisure arerds=d in later chapters of this

thesis.

In order to set the wider context in which leisure activities occurred, there follows a
short consideration of the main contributory influen¢eagriculture, religion and

social changé and their general effect @ommunities.

Agriculture
During the first twethirds of the nineteenth century, advances in agricultureaand
growing market provided by an expanding population, lesgale urbanisation and
industrialisationb r o u g h't i n a 0gol Apartifromaspraedminbro r f a
fluctuations,Norfolk prospered due to its position in the vanguard of agricultural
improvements. Indications of success were apparent everywhere, except in the
poorest workersé homes. Sheep a&hedincrops

different areas according to soil tyfe.

From the 187Qsagriculture was affected by a succession of failed harvests, and,
above all, bycheap imports of American wheahd Australian beef, mutton and
wool®” There was a significant shift, evemthe arable districts of eastern England,
from growing cereals to permanent pasfiireln a few districts, characterised by

particularly infertile soils, such as Breckland, some land went out of cultivation

®*Susanna Wade Marnthemidld"éAgt ucyBt urien iAqedsyi n and
Historical atlas of Norfolkpp. 137138.
3" Naomi Riches,The agricultural revolution in Norfol{London, 1967) p. 155;Susanna Wade
Martins and Tom WilliamsonThe countryside of East Anglia. Changilandscapes, 1870
1950 (Woodbridge, 2008)p. 11;Trevor May, Theeconomy 1813914 (London,1972) pp.
190-191.
3% Alun Howkins, Death of rural EnglandLondon, 2003)pp. 12, 13Alun Howkins, Poor labouring
men Rural radicalism in Norfolk 1872923(London, 1985)pp. 2, 4, 6.
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altogethe’ As one obser ver cfieldsmece arale but Which é s a
now have ceased to gr* bandawmsrs, af whom thdérast t h
were 10,096 in Norfolk in 1873, were especially concerned, as rents declined
sharply, farms increasingly changed hands, old loyalties were dissoheéd a
standards deteriorated:
the land will be run with its labour bill brought down to an irreducible minimum; the hay and
straw will be sold off it instead of going back to the soil as manure, weeds will be left to
seed, drains t o ptd ckileandéix or eightwear of time éodrthg them
[the deteriorated acres] rouffd.
Nevertheless, the picture was not one of unrelieved glaodgs elsewhere, Norfolk
farmers diversified:
nearly al/l the Il andhol decombimad anothhdémrmi ad
a builder as well dsea Bammgpopopd®addabhnofhenr éi
Thesealternative occupationsncluding dairying, orchards and market gardening,
expanded rapidly in the t@r-war yearsparticularlywhere theravere good rail links
to towns and citie$! Although it had served Norfolk for over 200 yeatse four-
course rotatiorsystem(based on turnips, clover, barley and wheea¥y changed by
the adoption oBugar beeas a major crap The number of sheep dimshed, while

the number of dairy cattle increas&d.

Already, before the start of the depressiwarkers had been leaving the countryside
i in East Anglia as elsewheteto seek a better life in urban and industrial areas, or

in the colonies.The natioml rural population decreased by almost half fré@nl%

% Alun Howkins, Reshaping rural England. 146. The number of agricultural labourers fell from
983,919 in 1881 to 689,292 in 190David Thomson,England in the nineteenth century
Harmondsworth, 1950p. 195.

0 parliamentarypaper 18934, XXV, Royal Commission on Labour. The Agricultural Labourer.
England. The Report of Mr. Aubrey Spencer on the Poor Law Union of Maldon (gssex),
699, quoted in HowkinsReshaping rural Englandp. 141. The effect of the depression
varied from region to region, however, depending upon soil types, crops grown, and
adaptabiliy of individual farmers.Howkins, The death of rural Englangp. 910.

“1 Howkins, Poor labouring menp. 4;Pam BarneslNorfolk landowners since 18§Blorwich, 1993)

p. 17.

“2H. Rider HaggardA f a r me(toad®n, 1987pp. 3334.

“3H. Rider HaggardRural Englandvol. 2 (London, 1902)p. 457.

“Hill, British economic and social histqry.102.

“Al ec Douet, O6Afcécultyde i msof Hiswiialatiaa of dorfdla v i
pp. 178179.
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in 1861 to 21.9% in 191% Compared with other occupations, agricultural

| abourersd wages were the | owest in the
extensive’’ The exodus increased signdittly from the late nineteenth century.
Agricul tur al | abourersd wages rose from
5s per week in the 1920slthough theyremained low by urban standafds
Villagers continued tomigrate to towns, wheraot only wages but alschousing
conditions werdetter?® Fewer farm workers were needed, decreasing in Norfolk by
10,000 between 1929 and 194Zhese trends, combined with the expansion of
towns and suburbs, ensured th§t1991 90% of the total population lived unban

areas’ At the same time, with improvements in transport systemaspecially the
introduction of busservicesi village self-sufficiency slowly but surely became a

past tradition.

The variety of communities in Norfolk was largdiural villages wee the norm,
interspersed by the occasional market town. Some areas comprised estates owned by
the gentry, while elsewhere small owszacupiers farmed the land. The contrasting
attitudes of those with power towards social customs and particularly ®ward
providing various amenities schools, almshouses, reading rooms, etensured

markedly different levels dbcal services from district to district.

Religion
After a period of decline, Nonconformigxperienced a revival in the 1&? Lack
ofprems es did not det er t havengro(185S1l) iGeopgpe r s 6 f

Borrow described an opeair meeting in Norfolk:

€ then there was a cry for a hymn é Everybod)y

¢ Census of England and Wales, 1871. General report. Vol. IV, Appendix A, p. 38; Census of
England and Wal es, 1911. Preliminary report ¢

4" K. D. M. Snell, Annals of the labouring poor:osial change and agrarian England, 166800
(Cambridge, 1985)p.375;Hill, British economic and social histqry. 98

“8 Howkins, Reshaping rural Englandp. 95, 277.

9 Susanna Wade Martindjstory of Norfolk(Chichester, 1997)pp. 117120.

0 Count me in. Qesus 2001. 20@ears of the census in Norfolk.
http://collection.europarchive.org/ea/20080630092159/;
http://statistics.gov.uk/census2001/bicentenary/pdfs/norfolk.pdf

St ephens, 6Sckoohi ngr HistayBiEgucaian édarterly22:1 (1982)p.

76.
2 Howkins, Reshaping rural Englangp. 182185.
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of men, of women, aoddotoonbkhi btilednedati Takycof
¢ unwashed people, people of no accdunt whate
In due coursechapels were built in most centres of population, enthusiastically

supported by their adherents, often laosior artisans®

The rapid growth of anconfomismin the nineteenth centugame about to a large
extent because of the Established Churcl
working people. The ordinary parish clergyman virasjuentlyunable to conne

with them. This left a gap, an@mconformity took advantage of thi3. Its beliefs

and doctrines appealed to the less well educated sections of society; indeed, one
early history of Primitive Methodism claimed that they attracted people hitherto
uninfluenced by religious practic8S. This enthusiasm spread, in spite of local
persecution during the decades up to 187M0ne result was that thousands of
working people nationwide set about bringing the essential tenets of religion, as they
saw them, to lcal children. Consequently, national membership of Sunday Schools

of all denominations soared from almdstif a million in 1831 to three and a half

million in 1870%® As these schools taught basic reading as well as Christian
principles, this escalatiob r o u g h't about some 1increase |

before theéntroductionof compulsory educatiot.

Primitive Methodists especially flourished, claiming a national membership of
132,000 in 1860, with more than 70 chapels being built in Norfolk dutieg

following two decade&’ The connection with politics of Baptists and Methodists

*3 George Borrowl.avengro(London, 1906)p. 156.

“Janet Ede and Norma Virgoe, O0Pr ot eHistoacalatlasn onc on f
of Norfolk p. 144; HowkinsPoor labouing men p. 45.

> Hill, British economic and social histg p. 214.

°% JohnPetty, The history of the Primitive Methodist connex{tondon, 1860)pp.56.

>’ Howkins, Reshaping rural Englandp. 183-184.

*8 Philip B. Cliff, The rise and development of tBenday School movement in England 17860
(Redhill, 1986) p . 129. Laqueur, however, does not
giving instead a figure of 1,096,000. Even so, there was still a significant upsurge in
membership. Thomas Walter_aqueur, Religion and respectabilitySunday Schools and
working class culture 17181850 (London, 1976)p. 44. Membership of Sunday Schools
continued to rise, reaching more than six million in 19KL..D. M. SnelL,6 The Sunday
school movement in England@hiVale®Past& Present 164:1 (1999)p. 126

%9 J. M.Golby and A. W. Purdudhe civilisation of the crowd: popular culture in England, 1750
1900(Stroud, 1999)p. 129

8 http:/Mvww.methodistcentrathall.org.uk/history/ THEPRIMITIVEMETHODISTS.pdf; Tom
Wil liamson, 6The Norfolk nonconformiTerh chapel
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did not endear them to the establishment. Methodists were in close contact with the
working classes and were leaders in early trade unionism, Joseph Arch, the founder
oft he National Agricultural Labouréef¥so6 Un
By the turn of the century, however, the increasing affluence and involvement in
business of their members weakened their earlier radicalism, and they became an
accepted parof rural life. As the new century advanced, politics became
subordinate to the spiritual aspects of

previously such a strong force, became a minor influéhce.

In the meantime incumbents of the establishadah were suffering from dwindling

incomes. H. Rider Haggard commented in 1&38e | osses of country
are not confined to the landisdthemtigowodntot hei r
their hands or must be-tet at a great reducti@f’

This was confirmed by Augustus Jessopp, Rector of Scarémgg ¢é di f fi cul
the want of money. We é are €é |living fr
but impossible to raise ten or twelve pounds in an impoverished country parish for
anythirga®

This lack of funds varied. Rectors and vicars receiveostantially different
stipends The size of the living in terms of income and property also varied. In the
last quarter of the nineteenth century, several clergy funded the building ofsschool
and occasionally reading rooms. Mamgglected churches were restored, paid for by
local landowners, the clergy themselves or by public subscription combined with

fundraising®®

Time for leisure?
For as long as records have been kept, evidence hasfdewh of the need for

people to escape from their normal routine to engage in a different kind of activity.

Williamson and Norma Virgodeds), Religious dissent in East AngligNorwich, 1993)
pp.6263 f

®LAlunH o wk i Anch, Josepl{1826 19198 ODNB.

%2 Howkins, Death of rual England p. 21.

®Rider HaggardA f ar mep.85. year

% Augustus Jessoppyrcady: for better for wors@London, 1887)p. xiv.

% Susanna Wade Martindyorfolk a changing countryside 178®14 (Chichester, 1988)p. 75;
Benjamin John Armstrongy Norfolk diary (London, 1949)pp. 255, 269, 271, 281.
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Many examples exist of the desire to engage in pursuits other than those compulsory

to work®® During the first half of our period of interestyerty and long burs of

labourf or t he most part constrained the 6co
very basic leisure activities drinking, sports and sex. Although they took part in
everyday uncomplicated activitieghey nevertheless also enjoyed variety of

pursuits at various times of the year. 8@y 1 ntroduceorketshe i de
willy -nilly, would carve out leisure time, however restricted the structure of work
that surrounded them6, and thi spramsems pl

of something to look forward to during the grind of unremitting%oil.

Althought he wor king cl asses O0carved outd tim
extremely limited. This is arguably in direct contrast with the situation of their
forebears, and it may be a myth that working hours have steadily decreased because

of the advent of technologylt has been suggested that in the fourteenth century, the
average labourer in England worké@40hours annually, while his counterpart in

1840 woked betweer8,105 and 3,5880urs, making what little free time he had

very precious indee¥f. Even if these statistics are debatable (because collection of
statistics in the United Kingdom only became systematic in 1856), the general trend

suggested is pbably correct work timehad increased gradually over tiffte.

Daily hours of work were very long. Teammen on the farm, in charge of horses,
started at 5 a.m., while agricultural labourers worked from daybreak or 6 a.m. in
summer. In winter they finisheat 3 p.m. however as daylight extended, so did the
hours, with harvesting requiring labour from dawn to diisk. Even after
mechanisation of agricultural work, which theoretically allowed more leisure time,
Bennettupheldthe ideat h a t 0t he r$ taday [k9Ll4h &rd usually longer
than they were “three centuries ago! d

% SeeChapter 3

" Borsay A history of leisurep. 195.

® The low estimate assumesfarty-five week year; the high one assumedify -two week year.
These statistics are taken from Juliet B. Schte overworked American: the unexpected
decline of leisurg[New York,] 1991) p. 45.

% Jesse H. Ausubeind Arnulf Grilblerdo Wor ki ng | es s a mtetm trends imorgingl onger :
ti me and t Techeolo@icakbestisg@d Social Changes0 (1995),p. 196.

9. Marion Springall Labouring life in Norfolk villages 1832914 (London, 1936)pp. 36, 3839.

" Ernest N. BennetProblems of village liféLondon, [1914]) p. 81n.
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Of course, in some occupations labour was not controlled by the clock, but by the
obligations of the allotted work. Obvious examples are those of the domestic
servant, at the beck drcall of his or her master, and also the agricultural labourer,

where the different seasonal tasks ruled his@afven here, however, with the

invention of steam power and later the internal combustion engine, the time needed

for many agricultural tasks the second half of the nineteenth century and early
twentieth century was gradually reduced. Consequently, it eventually became
possible to decr ease gralalyueveesmgheOpurposedk i ng |
national trend mentioned above. Thasluction was due also in no small part to the
exertions of the fledgling agricultural
1870s”® Norfolk was particularly in the forefront of political agitation concerned

with improving the lot of agriculturalabourers. Not only were those in Norfolk

among the most poorly paid in the country, a fact which itself engendered discontent,
but also only in this county did the Nat
with enough vigour to elect Joseph Arch,fissinder, adMember of Parliamenrfor

North-West Norfolk in 18857

Eventually the shortage of labourers caused by the drift of manpower to the towns to

find better paid employment meant that those remaining in the countryside could

start to specify their wn conditions of work®> The gradual and widenging

general reduction in working hours in the second half of the nineteenth century,
opened the way by degrees to changes in
participate in what has been termednaswork (a combination of free time and

unpaid labour time}®

Social change
In 1848 Cecil Frances Alexandét8181895) wrote the famous hym#ll things
bright and beautifulyhich contained the verse:

2 A detailed description of how an agricultural labourer spenimis in the late nineteenth century is
given in Richard Jefferieghe toilers of the fieldop. 8488.

3 pamelaHorn, Labouring life in the Victorian countrysid&troud, 1987)p. 128.

" May, Theeconomy 1818914 p. 201;H o w k i Anch, Josepl{1826 1919)a ODNB.

> John Lowerson and John Myerscoume to spare in Victorian Englan#iassocks, 1977p.14.

® Ausubel andariibler,6 Wor ki ng | ess ,pad®® | i ving |l onger &
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The rich man in his castle,
The poor man at his gate,
Godmade them, high and lowly,
And orderdd their estate.
This divine endorsement of thelass system sums up a prevalemitemporary way
of thinking. According tosomeacademicsyorking peoplehad a @stinct sense of
social class, which affected everything they did. Explaining this, Peter Borsay
suggests thattpgghad OGa sense of Aithemo and fAuso,

war mb hand that they were Or odngllect uraalucé us

[ and took] pleasur e i These thags ag dound yn manyd e f

accounts of their recreational pursuitsoughout ouperiod In the midnineteenth

century there was an enormous gulf between the rich and the poor, and thefplight

the 6poor man at his gated began to affe
an eraof concentrated beneficence throughout the coualbeit with expectations

of deference in returff Subsequentlyhigher wages and consequently higher levels

of disposable income, combined with falling prices, gradually led to improved
standards of living? Statutory limitations on hours of work had also been
introduced, while the Bank Holidays Act (1871) provided for six holidays during the
year®® In the Nofolk countryside, these conditions were not univeralihough
agricultural wor ker sd wages depessien ofttea s on a
late nineteenth centufy. Leisure possibilities hitherto unknown became available.

There were greater pprtunities for physical movement, resulting first from railways

and later from bicycles and motor transport. The stern principles of duty, thrift and

hard work, so assiduously promoted by individuals like Samuel Smiles-{BLD),

were gradually relaxedas society became more flexible in its attitutfe®y 1870

even Sunday entertainment, which had been attacked during the earlier part of

Victoriadbds reign, became the norm with

" Borsay,A history of leisure p.86.

8 Howkins, Reshaping rural Englang. 76.

" peter MathiasThe first industrial nation. An economic history of Britain 1714 (London,
1983) p. 345.

8R. C. K. EnsorEngland 18701914 p. 166;Alan Delgado;The annual outing and other excursions,
p. 25.

8 Wade Martins andvilliamson, The coutryside of East Angliap. 150.

8 Kenneth Fieldend Sa mu e | S mh k &\fctodan Studiesd 2:2f(1968) p. 161.
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playing in the park& The surge binventions further produced the phonograph
(1877) cinema(1890s onward)telephoe (1900s) radio(1920s)and later television

(1936) Someof these are discussed in greater detail in Chapter 4 of this thesis.

In discussions of all these changessiteasy to lose sight of how they affected the

average individual. Let us take a typical village
inhabitant as an example. This is Mr Bob Rythorne

(Figure 1)** The only information wéhave about

him is on the | abel attach
Rythorre aged 78 who started as a farm laboater

6 years and worked for 66 years at Heacham to
19256. He was therefore bec
life covers most of our period stcrutiny Typical

of thousands of rural workers throughout Norfolk,

he representall those who are the focus of this

Figurel: Bob Rythorne of Heacha Study. It is the purpose of this thesis to explore and

explain what recreational opportunities, if any, were possible for people like Bob,

and to investigate how these were exploited or why they were rejected.

The infamation emerging from this research suggests that the power to make
decisive decisions affecting the proletariat gradually passed from the upper and
middle classes to those most concerned with the results of those decisions. As Mike
Huggins points out, wiing-c| ass people gained the abi
making of t heir own | eisurebo, and dbany
hegemony c % #&hislhgppehed inleeed @spect of their lives and by
means of detailed analysis is demoatgld time and again withidifferent leisure

pursuits throughout this thesisAs we shall see, the working classes graghet

new found autonomy with both hands, eventually becoming reelfeeliant and

independent.

8. A. R. PimlottRecreationgLondon, 1968)pp. 5253.

% https://norfolk.spydus.co.uk/chin/spydus.exe/ENQ/PICNOR/BIBENQ?BRNZJ23

% Mike Huggins Flat racing and British society, 1790914:a social and economic histo¢izondon,
2000) p. 4.
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Chapter 2. Historiography of runaorking class leisure

In research the horizon recedes as we advance and is no nearer at sixty than it was at twenty.

¢ Research is Blways incomplete.
In this chapter a survey is given of the academic literature concerned with the topic
of the recreatioal activities of the rural working classes. The phenomenal rise in
interest in the history of leisure generally in the second half of the twentieth century
is described, and attention is drawn to some imbalance in research dealing with rural
recreation. The scarcity of extant sources available to the historian investigating
rural workers is noted, as this fact may have deterred researchers in the past from

focussing on this specific aspect.

About two hundred years ago the history of sport and recrelagigan to attract the
interest not of the great historians of the day, but rather that of keen amateur
antiquaries, such as Joseph Strutt (£¥892)? Further historiographical forays into

the world of leisure during the nineteenth century very oftek tbe form of an
interest in local practices and customs and were made principally by collectors of
folklore, superstition and beliefs, John Glyde (1-8285) being the prime example

in a Norfolk context Initially these studies were confined to the ifiads of the
working classes, particularly the rural working classes, whose distinctive customs
and values emphasised their identity. This counide interest led to the formation

of The Folklore Society in 1878, whose concern was as much anthropblagic

folkloric.

Up to the middle of the twentieth century, however, professional historians generally
disregarded leisure as a significant subject for historical research. It was perhaps
consideredoo trivial for serious consideration, when comparethwhe established

themes of political, constitutional, administrative, diplomatic or economic history

! Mark Pattison|saac Casaubo(i1892) p. 422.

2 Joseph StruttGlig-Gamena AngeDeod: or the sports and pastimes of the people of Edglan
(London,1801).

% John GlydeThe Norfolk garland : a collection of the superstitious beliefs and practices, proverbs,
curious customs, ballads and reys, of the people of Norfoldondon, 1872). Other
publications were William Andrewged), Bygone Mrfolk (1898), which includes H. E. H.
Gillett, 6Sports a n d WaltansN. Demess dysbe of Ndrfadke Nor f o |
dumplings. (London, 1898); Charles Mackied), Norfolk and Norwich notes and queries:
upon matters of history, genealogy, archagglofolklore, literature, etc., relating to the
county and city.(18961899) 2 vols. Reprinted from th&lorfolk Chronicle
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Historiography of rural working class leisure

and was given merely a passing mention in studies in the emerging field of social
history, which had its own difficulties of relationship with the othstorical

disciplines, especially political history, to which I shall return later.

There then evolved a movement of new writing on leisure, which built to a crescendo
at the turn of the twentfirst century, with the realisation that the topic was a
suitable and therefore important and challenging subject for Studthe early
researchers approached the fresh area of enquiry with enthusiasm. Robert
Malcolmson, indeed, hardly paused to explain what leisure meant to him in his
investigations, before leching into a detailed description of the effect of
industrialisation on recreation in EnglahdFurther historians explored the field,
emphasi sing t he changes i n recreational
expanding economy resulting from the Intlizd¢ Revolution; they also stressed the
enormous impact of railways on leisure, which, opening up the countryside,
encouraged changes in leisure habifhis research, however, centred mostly on the
urban, industrial scene, with some notable excepti@mshony Vealis therefore

exactly right, when he concledt h atudenés [that is, historians] of leisure and

4 Adrian Wilson, Rethinking social historyManchester, 1993) p . 26 . G. M. Trevel
(some say notorious) 1944 defioit of social history has since been discouriteai So c i a |
history might be defined negatively as the h
George Macaulayrevelyan,English social history{London, 1944)p. viii as the essential
links betweersocial history and political history have become cleealso pp. 2526.

® Richard HoggartThe uses of literacylLondon, 1957); Raymond WilliamsCulture and society,

17801950 (London, 1958); E. P. ThompsorThe making of the English working class
(London,1963); Robert W. MalcolmsofRopular recreations in English society, 170850
(Cambridge, 1973)Michael A. Smith, Stanley Parker and Cyril S. Smifeds), Leisure and
society in Britain(London,1973); SephenG. JonesWorkers at play: a sociaand economic
history of leisure, 1918939 (London, 1986); Brad Beaven,Leisure, citizenship and
working-class men in Britain, 1850945 (Manchester2005); Gary S. Cross and John K.
Walton, The playful crowd. Pleasure places in the twentieth centNew York, 2005);
Judith FlandersConsuming passions: leisure and pleasure in Victorian Britaiondon,
2006); Roger Spalding and Alyson Brm (eds), Entertainment,leisure and identities
(Newcastle2007).

®6The meaning of tabhoetvhichesociologists baver debmted, meadonot detain us;
for a definition we may draw on Samuel Johnsc
century equivalent of recreation) as fASport;
from car émson®Popular Madatoms in English society, 17085Q p.4.

" Peter Bailey,Leisure and class in Victorian England. Rational recreation andciwetest for
control, 18301885(London,1978); James Walvir,eisure and society, 183850(London,

1978); H. Cunningham/eisurein the Industrial Revolution ¢.1786.1880(London,1980);
John Clarke and Charles Critchéfhe devil makes work: leisure in capitalist Britain
(Basingstoke 1985); Arthur Jordan and Elisabeth JordAmway for the day the railway
excursion in Britain, 1830 to the present d#ettering,1991).

21



Historiography of rural working class leisure

work came to see contemporary forms of leisure and work as a product of industrial
development, with only a hazy impression being gained of wodkleisure in non

industrifl societies. d

Barry Reayhasargueal strongly thathe nouveau richeurbaniteswvere better served
in terms of leisure provisiothan their country cousinghose who lived in the cities
and large towns had greater choice [efilsur e acti vities].
increased spending power associated with the labour of new-eeagers was

disproportionately an urban affaft

Bob Bushaway moreover, has suggestdtht in the course of the eighteenth and

nineteenth centuriehé burgeoning capitalism of England gradually extended to the

countryside, causing a rift between the poorest people and the richer landocracy, thus

affecting rustic traditions’ Reay also identifieshe subject areavhich hasnot
attracted the attentiaof historians

é the history of rur al |l ei sure in Victorian

historiographical vacuum between the agreed richness of the early modern period (with its
feasts, fairs, wakes and ales) and the urban/industrial foctre afrganized sports of the

later nineteenth century.

Over thirty years earlier, this situation had been clearly signalled by Gareth Stedman

Jones, when he included 6éthe ideol ogies

his argument for further rearch:

far more attention has been paid to the ways in which entrepreneurs or the propertied classes
attempted to change popular uses of leisure time than to the ways in which craftsman, artisan
or working-class activists attempted to organise their-work time or sought to rerientate
theuseofnoowor k ti me by others. &

8 Horn, Labouring life in the Victorian countrysidehapter 7; Robert W. Malcobno n O6Leisurebd

G. E. Mingay (ed.), The Victorian countryside (London, 1981) Reay, Rural Englands,

labouring lives in the nineteenth centughapter 6Ant hony J. Veal, 6A bri e

and its relati on sThHawortht amd Anthdny 11 Veglils), Work @nd h n
leisure(London, 2004)p. 15.

9 Reay,Rural Englandsp. 119.

19 Bob BushawayBy rite. Custom, ceremony and community in England 1830 (London, 1982)
pp.21-22.

' Reay,Rural Englandsp. 119.
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It is a major step forward to have opened up this vast area of social fiigtory] e nabl i ng] u

toreexamine €é | abour history in the || igdft of a

poor villagers, rural craftsmen, manufacturing artisans, factory and casual labBdurers.
Jones continued his argument by suggest.i
was still incomplete and inadequate. Since he wrote these words in 1977, great
strides have been made in leisure historiography, as Borsay points out.
Nonet hel ess, in spite of Jonesb6s strong
situation with regard to rural leisure was largely ignored during the following thirty
years.I't i s therefore Reayds Ohistoriographi
that | wish to address, concentrating on the regional study of Norfolk and extending

the period beyond the Edwardian era to the beginning of the Second World War.

Many aspets of leisure are common to both urban and rural pe@pld one
particularcharacteristignvited interesthyh en, o6 bor r owi ngittvass oc i o |
realised that the concept of leisure presupposes the existence of work, and this
interdependence ofeisure and work has attracted some attention comparatively

recently™

Drink, or rather the evil of drunkenness among the proletaridtoth town and
country, was a source of much public debate in the nineteenth century, and this led to
the rise of the wadwide temperance movement. This feature of leisure has been
dealt with by many historians, including thelatively recent work by John
Greenaway, James Nicholls and Henry Yeontanghe process of social control

and class conflicover thisand othertypes of uncontrolled recreatiohas attracted

?Gareth Stedman Jones, 6 C| a s Histos ¥Wprksleop dourpait:1 ver sus
(1977),pp. 162163.

®Borsay,A hisbry of leisure pp. xiii.

“Veal, O6A brief history of Haworthane\eaeds),Wsrkaneé | at i on :
leisure pp. 1533. A specific aspect of this subject is dealt with in Haia Shpsigdov,
&Relinking work and leisure in latVictorian and Edwardian England: the emergence of a
police subaltured InternationalReview 6 Social History 47:2 @002), pp. 213241

!> Brian Harrison,Drink and the Victorians. The temperance question in England -1813
(London, 1971); Lilian Lews Shiman, Crusade against drink in Victorian England.
(Basingstoke1988); John Greenawalrink and British politics since 13. A study in policy
making. (Basingstoke2003); James NichollsThe politics of alcohola history of the drink
question inEngland.(Manchester2 0 0 9 ) ; Henry Yeomans, 6What did
Movement accomplish? Attitudes to alcohblh e | aw and nSodokdy 45tlegul at i
(February 2011)pp. 3853.
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the attention of historians, attempting to analyse the tensions arising from competing

social and economic factors in sociély.

A more optimistic idea of the progress of humanity, explored by Norbert Baas,
beenused to explain not only the gradual
reduction in brutality in society during the nineteenth century, while at the tsame

the i mmense influence of dfhe wookerpwas c| as
acknowledjed!’ In leisure practices this is exemplified in the increase in gentler
pursuits such as football, cricket, fishing, bowling, cycling and even reading and the
decrease in cruel 6sportsd such as badg
encouraged bthe passing of th€ruelty to Animals Act in 18358 Many of these

diversions havetheir own specialist historians, whose individual input to the
historiographical scene, when igtated into the wider picture, \@s his/herown

particular slant on the hwle subject?

Besides the collection of customs and folklore mentioned above, in the last quarter of
the twentieth century local histories of specific sports appeared, and these gave some
idea of varied regional preferences and occasionally of limitationghat was
possible in certain geographical aréhsLike folklore practices, these recreations

'® Richard N. PricedT he Wor ki n g VidteriandStudie 15124 9v1), pp. 11#47; Stedman
Jones, bE@lsasdnewer sus s-b70;iBailéy, Leisure tnd olds?id6 pp. 16
Victorian England(1978); E. and S. Yeeds),Popular culture and class conflia901914:
explorations in tie history of labou and leisure(Brighton, 1981); D. Kift, The Victorian
music hall: culture, class and confli@@ambridge, 1996).

" Norbert Elias,The civilizing procesg vols. Oxford, 1969, 1982). This was first published in
Germanin1939entittedb er de n rAvilisatore C de

YMartin Lyons, 60 Ne w reenat duer®ygflieliiafavallo andRogerChattiere nt h ¢
(eds), A history of reading in the we@Cambridge, 1999)pp. 313, 314.For a discussion on
this decrease, see Emma Grifflajn g | a n d ¥ (&xforde2005) pp. 243244. Cruelty to
Animals Act (1835% & 6 William IV. c. 59

!9 Nathaniel Stanley Fleischeand Sam E. AndreA pictorial history of boxindLondon1960);John
Ford, Cricket, a social historyNewton Abbot,1972); Andrew RitchieKing of the road: an
illustrated history of cyclingLondon1975); Tony Mason,Association footbalbnd English
society 18631915 (Brighton, 1980); Cavallo and Chartigeds), A history of reading in the
West(Cambridge,1999).

2 Some examples are: A.Mor ri ss, 0 Cy c I[EasnAgglianMagazitheell (MdeBnbes 6
1981) pp. 3435; D. E. Johnson.\Victorian shooting days: East Anglia, 1810910
(lpswich1 98 1) ; M. B. Smith, OVictopei ant eahet bwhna
P. Bell(ed), Victorian Lancashir§Newton Abbot,1 9 7 4 ) ; R. W. Ambl er , 60The
of harvest celebrations inméteentlc e nt ur y L iMidardIHisteryh3 (996, , pp.
298306 Gary MdResti 6 and rudeo: hn BastYogshre eei r s and
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often highlighted local individuality, underlining significant differences in economic

activity and social structure.

Attitudes to historical writing have chged radically over the past seventy years.
With historiansd acceptance of soci al h
Oproper® subject for investigation came
enquiry, which were at one and the same tinwe scrupulous and more laborious.
Descriptive techniques were no longer considered sufficient. To achieve a balanced
met hodol ogy, concepts and methods were O
mainly sociology, anthropology and demographyeven mlitical science was
occasionally involved! This interdisciplinary approach was spearheaded by Keith
Thomas in a seminal essay ent itheTimds 60 The
Literary Supplementin 1966 as part of a collection of eight articleg leading

historians, including E. J. Hobsbawm and E. P. Thompson, in a special issue named
New ways in istory?®> The idea of using other disciplines for guidance was
innovative at the timealthoughit is now regarded as an axiomatic principle of
historical study. In 1970 the appearance of the first volume ofJthenal of
interdisciplinary hstory, directly inspired byNew ways in istory, did not resolve the

divide between those historians who readily accepted intgptirsnity and those

who did not This dissensionhoweverhad mainly disappeared by the 1990s, when

most historians were happy to take advantage of its befiefits.

In 2007 Jeffrey Wasserstrom related the recent progreks discipline, detailing its
unforeseen and therefore unexpdcthanges since the publication déw vaysin
history. The first of these was the decline in interest in historical quantification or
cliometrics, which although still used, does not, as previously anticipated, have a
place in the forefront of researdhus dashing the hope that history would at last be

18507 5 Rural History 7:2, (1996), pp. 15175 Vic Gale and Jean Galé, brass heritage:
100 years of Cherey and Addlestone village bandaddlestone1993).

L wilson, Rethinking social historypp. 16-17.

2KeithThomas, 6The btdameslierarg Bugplemdni Apjil 4966, pp. 27276

Bleffre y N. ‘ewagsenrhstory, D96& 0 @Hisiory Workshop Journal4:1(2007)
p.280. For a further account of these changes
hi ssorbyo&r der s have expand dimhesliiterary tShpplemprals t fort)
October 206, pp 34.
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a scientific discipline, uncoloured by personal Bfasinother unanticipated change
has been the shift of attention from class to race and gender, the latter understandable
in the light of increasing caideration oimulticulturalism andeminism in society in

generaf®

These new ways of writing history, as inspired by the innovators of the 1960s
onwards, have many meritsNeverthelessoo much revisionism may lead to a
situati on wheraewahyi stthoer ibaanbsy Owrimot®esadiye b at h
what is essentiar valuable may be rejected along with the inessential or useless. It
would be a matter of regret and even reproach to refuse to recognise the value of the
contribution made by such gehistorians of the past as W. L. Burn, George Kitson
ClarkandG. M. Trevelyan®

Focusing my attention othe working class as a group, to some extent, rettoran
earlier tradition in history of studying
by the founding of both the academic jourRakt& Presentin 1952 and the History
Workshop in 1966, which initiated its journdlistory Workshop Journaten years
later?” The founders oPast& Presentincluded a number of Marxist historians,
including E. P. Thompson, Christopher Hill and E. J. Hobsbawm, who highlighted
the various ways in which the powerlegsrking classes were restricted by the long
established practices of society. These historians needed imagination, creativity and
ingenuity, in oder to extract evidence from documents where that evidence was
marginal and had previously been completely ignéfe@esides being imaginative

and creative, they were nevertheless also rigorous and objective in their pursuit of
almost inaccessible testimg. This is especially difficult when researching theal
working class, as there are even fewer existing records giving information of this

particular section of society.

4 The journalPast& Presentwas originally subtitledA journal of scientific history.Significantly,
however, this has now changed&gournal of histoical studies.

“Wasserstrom, 6New ways in historyé, p. 283.

% W. L. Burn The age of equipoise: a study of the +¥idtorian generation(1964); George Kitson
Clark, The making of Victorian England962); Trevelyan English social history1944).

" Tim Hanis (ed), Popular culture in England, c. 1500850(Basingstoke, 1995p. ix.

%8 These innovative methods were later to inform the research of feminist historians and the Subaltern
Studies Group, both investigatéshiffofdteresstoory fr
gender and race.

26



Historiography of rural working class leisure

Working women played an important economic role in rural societgntebnporay

sexual politics, however, particularly during the early part of our period, meant that
menés | eisure practices were unlike tho
interested some historiafis. Yet again, however, the rural aspect has been largely
negleted, leaving a void needing to be filled.

As Keith Sandiford pointed out as long ago as 1981, leisure of all kinds was such a
vital part of everyday life that it could not be disregarded in an investigation of the
culture of the tim&° This idea is jusas true today. The study of recreation and
pastimes gives evidence of the increasing use of technologyngmattantly, reveals

the attitudes of both the élite and the workers towards morality, fairness, class,
decency and restraint. More specificalggamination of the leisure of the rural
working classes opens a new window into their lives, giving us hitherto unidentified

insights into social and economic change in the countryside.

29 Kathleen E. McCroneRlaying the game: sport and the physical emancipation of English women,
18701914 (Lexington, Kentucky,1988); Andrew Davies,Leisure, gender, and poverty:
working-class culture in Salford andilanchester, 1900939 (Buckingham, 1992) Claire
Langhamer,Wo me rleisgre in England, 1922960 (Manchester,2000); Catriona M.

Parratf'"More than mere amusement": workiatass womes' leisure in England, 1750914
(Boston, Mass.2 00 1) ; S eYoiunnag Twoodnde,n ,6 wor k, and | eisure
Historical Journal 48:3 Q005), pp. 78809,
% Keith Sandl f or d, 6 The Vproblenesrini histordgraphical methadoldgyournal of
Social History 15:2 (1981), pp. 27488, p. 282.
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Chapter 3.Traditional leisure and its critics

Rural recreations biere and during the Victorian era.
Before the great changes brought about by the impact of technatodiei
countryside the regularly recurring events of the agricultural year were of prime
importance and dictated either when more hours of labour weeated, allowing
very little leeway for leisure, or when the farm routine was less demanding, making
some free time availableWork was much more intensive at times of seed sowing
and harvestingbut diring the periods immediately after thesmcentratd episodes
of exertion, labourersset to enjoying themselvewith extra gusto, and these
celebratory times became accepted as customary and eventually traditional. May
Day and harvest home are two examples of thdssorder and drunkenness were
common fatures of many recreations uncontrolled by those in power, and this
situation was a source of growing concern to the authorities in the nineteenth and

twentieth centuries.

Harvesthomevi t h i t s t r a doften resutied ion finruty brankdgobcs s e 6

in the local alehouse, andiidence of this and other misdemeanours due to the
Omi susebd of |l ei sure is regularly found
ecclesiastical courfs. In an effort to reduce misconduct, théssentiallysecular

custom vas gradually replaced by a religious harvest festival, and this dispossession
reflected the increasing social regulation practised by both church and landowners.
The church yeaitself had an impact on leisureThe principal holy days (holidays)

were obsrvedi Christmas, Shrovetide, Easter and Whitsuntide, together with local
patronal saintsdé days (for instance, any
its patronal festival on 1 Septemb&r)Thesemajor festivities continued in spite of

the fad¢ that he Reformation of theixteenth and seventeenth centuiiesl been
hostileto saints, miracle plays and the ceremonial processions of the religious guilds,

which hadoperated in most if not all villages. Indet# Reformatiorundermined

! Virginia Berridge, Temperance: its history and impact on current and future alcohol p@tioyk,
2005) p. 3. http:/Mwww.jrf.org.uk/sites/files/jrf/1859354203.pdf

Z Malcolmson,Popular recreations in English sociefyp. 5, 2425.

% Reay,Rural Englandspp. 115117.
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the ritud year, paving the way to the gradual predominance of regulaspictual
celebrationd. These included such secular events as the fair, which was a happy
highlight of the village year, attracting itinerant showmen and traders distant

parts of thecountry.

Fairs were generally but not exclusively held in the autumn after harvest and were
regarded as a last opportunity for conviviality before the hardships of winter
prevailed. They were mostly granted by charter in the medieval period, a process
which gave them legal status. Besides offering recreational opportunities, they were
of greateconomic importance, as a venue for sales of livestock, dairy products and
hardware. Occurring partly for business and partly for pleastaigs hadanother
importantpurpose that of hiring staff, andhie first hiring fairs can be traced to the
Statute of Labourers in 1351. These Statute fairs were always regarded as
celebratory evenfs Theycontinued until the end of the nineteenth century, although
their original purpose had been overtaken by the extra entertainment paraphernalia,
which were prompted byhe lage numbers of people attendinome places had
more than one fair a year. Contemporary Norfolk directories occasionally list these.
For examplein 1854 New Buckenham with a population7@6 could support three

fairs each year, on the last Thursday in May and September and alg@ on
November, while Cawston, population numbering 1184, also enjoyed three fairs, on
1 February andhe last Wednesdain April and August. Although they were
obviously popular, however, not everyone welcomed them. In 1858 thd. Rev
Greville Chester, Rector of Farndish in Bedfordshire, represented the current opinion
of those in positions of authority, when he preachegrmon clearly explaining the

reasons both for the popularity of fairs and also why they should cease forthwith:

€ the farmers are content to hire them [farm
character. é But mgnfgloed hwif oh thesdéjrshusig
|l ovely in the innocence of youth é are those
business and a del i aslikelyasantmd otbhteas en Igaosotd é | arc

this way é irtbédcemesSattime offierg terfpgation and fearful peril to the young.

“ Borsay,A history of leisure.p. 61.

®Walvin, Leisure and society, 183095Q p. 115.

6 Malcolmson,Popular recreations in English society, 170850 p. 23.

" Francis WhiteHistory, gazetteer and directory of Norfo(Sheffield, 1854)pp. 42,419, 825.
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The hirers find that the Statute Fair saves them a deal of trouble in the hiring of their
servants, and that to go on in the old way, without inquiry or thought, saves the mind and
const ence from many a pang and ir ks-semantsacrupl e
day of change and amusement afy sort is pleasurable after the long, dull round of
unrelieved toil which is the lot of too many to meet with. Thus, those who mightgtapa
to the system do not; and thus those who are most of all injured by it use deadly poison as if
it were wholesome food.
Fairs will be discussed in greater detail later in this chap@ther annual rural
occasions were celebrations of New Year,uglo Monday and Midsummer. Less
regular were merrymakings of a different kind, to mark national events such as
coronations, royal weddings or anniversaries, or rejoicings over military victories.
These occasions were usually marked by extravagant feastth@lrinking by all

classes.

Visiting the public hous&vas acommonway of spending free timeand the frequent
resulting drunkenness caused much concern to those in authdibyetheless
public houses fulfilled an important social rolarticularlyin rural areas, venues for
meeting up with friends were rare indeed, although this was more of a problem for
men than for women. Unsatisfactory working class housing and the draw of
companionship and warmth were more than sufficiadtlitional reasonsfor
spending free timéhere
men often return home in the winter evenings
they find an uncomfortable, small and crowded room, with, perhaps, a small fire, parents
unhappily married, itbehaved children, and otheisdomforts. Here they would naturally
have to sit till bedtime, say three or four hours of the coldest part of theHay.
However, thesewere not the only reasanfor frequenting the pub.Men were
regarded as antisocidl they did not conform to the ohking traditions of their

friends. This custom was widespread during the preindustrial era and especially in

8 Greville J. ChesterStatutefairs. A sermon preached at the parish churches of Farndish and
Puddington, Bedfordshir@.ondon, 1858)pp. 5, 7, 9,
° One typical example is threlief of Mafeking on 17 May 1900Page 12f the26 May editionof the
weekly Norfolk Chronicle and Norwich Gazeteent i t | ed 06 The comdainedef of
descriptions of joyful village celebrations, with flags being flown, firing of a Royal Salute,
peals of church bells, fireworks and bonfires, processionsaalas thanksgiving prayers in
church.
19 parliamentary Paper 1852 [1479] [148@ommittee of council on education: Minutes,
correspondence, financial statements and reports of Hnépectors of schools, 18%PR vol.
Il p. 39.
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the early part obur period lingered in the countryside. Giving and receiving drinks

strengthened the social links of commitment and mutuakfiiewithin a work

group! As late as the 1890s leisuire village life was still a luxury mknown to

most? In 1891 G. F. Millin toured the countryside for tBaily News reporting

verbatim on village life:
AfiThe people have toibhg apdaé fnvbednbyh& wmor
gent | eman [a Congregational minister i n rur
entertainments, and é to start a | ibraryé but
be dropped. i e so ldngy and the weofk is Isaheavyy that it leaves the
people fit for nothing in the way of ment al
them fit for®nothing but bed. o

This seemsextrenrend i s one p e altsoagh iiceuld bengicativa ok n c e

local social conditions

Early opportunities for sport
Before the Victorian eraghe range ofrecreationaloptions had included sports for
both participants and spectators, which today woulgdmeraly regarded as cruel or
barbarici bear andbull-baiting, cockfighting, badger baitingcamping (an early
dangerous form of footballaind bareknuckle prizefighting, cock shies dogfights,
shin kicking for instanceé* The prevalent attitude towards animals in the eighteenth
century was outfied succinctly by the poet, William Somervile (16/&2), in his
poem The Chasgq1735). This explained, with what must have seemed balanced

arguments at the time, the reasons for m:

The brute creation are hisqperty,

“Mari anna Ad]| elic exchanger to comnsogityn@onsumption: anthropological notes on
drinking as a s gusdnmalBarmwspmndaRolini Rogeds), Drinking.
behavior and belief in modern histoferkeley, 1991)p. 382.

?Jeremy Burchar dt rural conRrenity vilede hallscand time dNatibnal €ouncil of
SocialSer vi ce, 1Rufa¥History 10:2 AR99)H. 194.

3 [George F. Millin,JLi fe in our villages by the Special Con
series of letters written tdvat paper in the autumn of 18@%london, 1891)p. 12.

14 william Hone, The table bookLondon, 1827) p. 24549; Griffin, England's revelry p. 232;
Leonard P. Thomgsn , dCagdk i ng , pm 2687d;rRf Wl KetionCremer,
60 Ca mp i forgoten No f o | k Ngrialknarcbaeology24 (1932),pp. 8892; David P.
Dy mond, OA |l ost soci al RuralHistory, i:2 (1990)pp. 165h e c a mp |
192; John Whalep Da rMieenld 0 z a 6 s ¢ 0 n& Romanticisngl4:3 (20@8g ppt i t y
259271, Cock shieswasa game in which sticks were thrown at a cocdusing terrible
injury before the final death blow. The killer was awarded the bird.
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Subservient to his will, and for him made.

As hurtful these he Kills, as useful those

Preserves; their sole and arbitrary king.

Should he not kill, &

€ the teeming ravenous brutes

Might fill the scanty space of this terrene,

Incumbering all the lgbe: should not his care

Improve his growing stock, their kinds might fail,

Man might once more on roots and acorns feed,

And through the deserts range, shivering, forlorn,

Quite destitute of every solace dear,

And every smiling gaiety of lifé>
Thus thei dea t hat ani mals had been provided
logically to the further idea that they could be used for recreational purposes. Is
ther e, however, a sense of justification
defends the coman attitude to animals, thereby unwittingly perhaps, allowing that a
defence is necessary. This defence may have been an answer to some early stirrings
of conscience within society, stirrings which culminated in the outright banning by

law of cruelty to aimals exactly a century later.

There are various reasons why amusements involving cruelty or viciousness
eventually became unacceptable. Those involved with animals were particularly
frowned upon, sometimes for practical reasons because of the rowdindss
spectators rather than the suffercaused. Gradually, however, many people began

to be conscious of the torture these diversions were causing. As Keith Thomas has
argued, they became more sensitexentually reacting with outrage at the brityal
involved, as demonstrated in 1803 in a poem by William Blake (1B27)7 6 A
robin redbreast i n a iaeoqpeetefydiffesentadwpointh e a v e |
from So ffelrnust beerédmembered that these viewpoints were those of the
élite, and it could be argued that the attitudes of these (probably urban) protesters had
been sanitised because they were removed from the reality existing in rural districts,

where the basic necessity to rai $enand ki

!5 A complete edition of theoets of Great Britaivol. 8 (London, 1794)p. 469.
8 william Blake, Auguries ® innocence(1803) Keith Thomas,Man and the natural world.
Changing attitudes in England 150@00(London, 1984)p. 149.

32



Traditional leisure and its critics

instincts. If this was so, there was therefore an urban/rural divide in addition to a
class rift. Whatever the case may be, towards the end of the eighteenth century a
succession of local acts attempted to suppress these entertaifm@hts. did not
entirely quell them, as they often had a long tradition. Unlawful events were even
still advertised and supported:

April 17 [1802]9 (Advt.) i Be ar  BlenrytGerramgl respectfully informs the public that

there will be a Bear Baiting in a meaddvelonging to the Ferry Farm House, Great

Yarmouth, on Monday next, the 19th inst., in the afternogdmission 1s.; 6d. to be

retur ned (Thebailing \gas prevented by the action of the county justies.)
Pub signs were another form of adverigmtfor the entertainment on offer. Many
pubs with@Co c¢ kn éhe title had facilities for cock fights, while tid8 u ladivértised
bull-baiting and théB e abeabbaiting. Changes in popular culture, however, caused
some landlords to revise their prigabpinions. In Wellmextthe-sea, for example,
60The Fighting Cocksd pub started trading
when it i's possible that widely held opi
A r mS i this was the case, other pidains were not so perceptivgubs named
60The Fighting Cocksdéd existed in W nfart
Burgh-nextAylsham in 1883;in1846The Bul | 6 coul d bhand f ound
in 1854 in East Harling and Stoke Feffyé T h e  8wrespicéious by its scarcity,
being foundonly in Attleborough in 1854 and North Walsham from 1789 onwards.
One must not place too much importance on the fact of these names, but they are an

interesting indication of possible previous local attractions.

Vigorous opposition to hese sports inevitably drove theméunder gr ound
Sustained attempts were made to stop the cruelty, and ménwerk presented to
Parliamentbefore theCruelty to Animals Actwas passed in 1835, although cock

YRachel Votspaa] 6 e Ra®&McGilbLawJownalds5:4(2000),pl 98w
®6Bear baiti ng blorfdlkAChrenicke arid NerwiehnGadeftd7 April 1802 [p. 3],
CharlesMackie (comp), Norfolk annalsvol. 1,18011850([Norwich?] 1901) p. 13.

19 Michael Welland The history of the inns and public houses of Wliells, 2012)p. 21.

% Francis White History, gazetteer andikctory of Norfolk1854 (Sheffield, 1854, p.375;Kelly's
directory for Cambridgeshire, Norfolk & Suffolf.ondon 1883, pp. 228, 262William
White, History, Gazetteer, and Directory of Norfolk 18@5heffield, 1845)p. 766;White,
History, gazetteer and directory of Norfolk, 18p4.760, 639.

L White, History, gazetteer and directory of Norfolk, 1894 822; Pam Warrefed), North Walsham
in the nineteenth centufNorth Walsham, 1993). 10.
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fighting was notoutlawed nationally until 184% Thus preindustrial sports
noteworthy for their unruliness and callousness, slowly surrendered afté830e
to more welor der ed and 6 maoeastred, which @dics nmoteicvohe b | e 6

animals, such as cricket andfball.

From the Middle Ages early football had numerous forms, arguably the most
dangerous of which was camping or campball, which was popular in East Anglia and
mostly limited to this area and sowghstern Englan® It was a mixture of football,

rugby and altin wrestling, often played barefoot. 'Savage Camp' was a version
where boots were worn, and it was not unknown for fatalities to &tciace

names reveal where this game was freque
Whissonsett, Norfolk® It was encouraged by the gentry, among whom was William
Wyndham, (17501810), of Felbrigg Hall near Cromer, who instigated many

mat ches on his | and. I n his opinion, th
to excel in it, a man must be a good boxen rue r a n do®whhereswag er é
little resemblance between this game and modern football, although as Walvin
indicates, there is a distinct connection between the two in the strength and
toughness, together with the skills and aims needed to play the’faThe last

recorded match was on 31 August 1831Camping was a disorganised sport, and

the systematic rules of football, developing along much more structured lines, were

still in the future. As Batchelor comments:

%2 John K. Walton and Robert Poole The Lancashire twakeesntinr thei miRae

Storch(ed.), Popular culture and custom in nineteenth century Engldmmhdon, 1982) p.

105. Although it was illegal after 1849, cefighting survived into the twentieth century, as

evidence by its practice on a farmmiOld Buckenham, Norfolk in 1928This led to a court

case, and the defendants were finddC ofcik g ht i n gThecTimasrlgJalg 1028, p.

13 Random cases are stildl being rhafesrted i
behid t he r i se i nndependemt0 Octbber@d0T.i ng ? 6
http:/Mww.independent.co.uk/environment/nature/wlieg-behindthe-rise-in-animat

fighting-395210.html

ZDymond, 6 A | oshssiociutmil on: tphl8. camping cl osebd,

24 Edward Moor, Suffolk words and phrases: or, an attempt to collect the lingual localisms of that
county(London, 1823)pp. 6465.

% www.whissonsett.com/history.htmOt her exampl es-pi ght Ldé éata®wiafhgh
Bilney, Hawstead and Stowmarket, alentioned irKettonCr e me r , i6aJagoten n g
Norfol k gamed, p. 91.

%5 Robert Forby;The vocabulary of East Angl{&ondon, 1830)p. 51.

“’JamesWalvinThe peopl eds game. A dlor@énalb75)p.6.st ory of B

%8 6 C a mp Norfajkdhronicle and Norwich Gazett8 September 1831 [p. 2Mackie (comp),

Norfolk annalsvol. 1, p.308.
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no two villages had the same ruledlo two sides agreed upon what were foul tactics and
what was fair wear and tear. There was a feeling in the air that someone somewhere should
reduce the game to a uniformfty.

This uniformity eventually came about with the formation of the Football

Association in 1863as discussed in Chapter 6 of this thesis.

In addition to the harsh diversions described above, less disquieting recreations were
available, for instance the annual festivals of sports organised by local
philanthropists such as Colonel 84 in Necton, Norfolk. His event first took place

in 1817 and i ncl ud e-daces yinglmgnatthesnjgmpingait c he s ,
sacks, wheelbarrow races, blindfold, spinning matches, whistling matches, grinning

ditto through a horseollar, jumping nat c eS@dme o f these O&spc
entertaining diversions for the spectators rather than efforts towards organising
serious track and field events for potential rural athletes. They appealedorthe
activesections of the community, whitherswer e at tr acted by 6r a
in the form of reading rooms, Mechani cs©o
these were often provided by benevolent @itlo men of authority in the district,

they rarely gave opportunities for sport.

While the further development of sporting oppoitigs is discussed in Chapter 6, it
is pertinent at this point ttrace the progress @ivo examples of early traditional
sport i boxing and horse racing which both successfully continued into the

twentiet century.

Boxing and prizdighting
Wrestling andoboxing were popular in thearly nineteenth centurlgut suffered from
the same drawbacks of disorderliness, riot and unlawful assemblyadsiaonal
sports involving animals. In the 1830s an attempegilation was made by Charles
Layton, who published a pamphlet illustrating the basic holds and rules of Norfolk

wrestling®? The spectacle appealed to all classes, as described by William Hazlitt, in

%9 Denzil BatchelorSoccer. A history of Association Footblondon, 1954)pp. 45.

%0 John Chamberg\ general history of the county of NorfgMorwich, 1829) pp. 646649.

31 DennisBrailsford, British sport, a social historfCambridge, 1997)p. 71.

%2 Charles LaytonThe whole art of Norfolk wrestling: with rules and orders relating thereto: for the
use of landlords, &c: Wwere wrestling matches aheld(Norwich, 1837).
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his essayThe Fight(1822) which described an opair contest in a fieldnear
Hungerford, Berkshire:

the crowd was very great when we arrived on the spot; open carriages were coming up, with

streamers flying and music playing, and the couptgple were pouring in over hedge and

ditch in all directions, teee their hero beat or be beatén.
Thus,to a certain extent, the classes were intermingling in their common interest in
this spectator sport. Prize fighting had always been linked with the criminal element
of society, however, and the powerful sidelifiegambling had corruptly influenced
nearly all concerned with organising a bout. Cheating, disqualifications and even
fatalities were common throughout the sp8rt.Gambling was not restricted to
boxing, as during previous centuries it had been rife tivout the sporting world,
notwithstanding Puritan opposition during the Commonwealth (166®)>° The
emerging bourgeoisie disapproved, as exemplified in the series of satirical
engravingsIndustry and Idlenesdy the artist William Hogarth (169Y764),
particularly The Idle 'Prentice at Play in the Church Yard during Divine Seyvice
which shows the disrespectful apprentzenbling and cheating with some pence on

top of atombin a churchyard.

The degeneracy engendered by gambling was deplored by Géongev (1803
1881) in his description of early nineteenth century pugilism in East Anglighand
decadenceventually led to the sport becoming socially unacceptibWithout the
support of the upper classes, pffighting therefore began to declimationally. By
1860, however, it was still a matter of enough concern for questions to be asked in
Parliament:

Mr. W. Ewart é believed that there was a | ing

the continuation of these "prifghts" was favousble to the manliness of the English

character. That there was any truth in such a notion he distinctly denied.

% William Hazlitt, (pseuday m :  Phant as The séw,monthly imagaziné and litebary
journal, 3, 14, (1822)p. 107.
#Jack Anderson, O6Pugilistic prnmiseteenthtcentoryBritadn,pr i z e f

SportsHistorian, 21:2 (2001) pp. 37, 39, 41

% Mark Clapson,Popular gambling and English culture, 184961 (Unpublished PhD thesis,
University of Warwick, 1989)p. 21; Jan McMillen(ed), Gambling cultures: studies in
history and interpretatiorfLondon, 1996)p. 181.

% George Borrowl.avengrg pp. 161, 162.
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Sir George Lewis [said] | do not find there is the slightest doubt that a fight of this nature is

an illegal act. It is clearly a breach of tipee a c e . é 1t has not been
Government of this country to institute prosecutions in cases of this sort, even at a time when

they were much more common than they are now, and therefore more likely to cause
inconvenience and confusion. But & dépen to the local authorities, when any fight takes

place, to institute a prosecution in the ordinary way, and bring the matter before the proper

tribunals®’
Prizefights had not been banned by lp&r sebut were considered to be unlawful
assemblies. Tik meant that not only the participants were offenders but also all the
spectators® Nevertheless, the general perception in the countryside was that the
fights themselves were illegal. Yet this did not deter local enthusiasts, even though
when caught ty frequently received custodial sentences:

Bl azer was a wheel wright € [in Ditchingham].

noted boxer who fought many a Sunday morning match at the Pubs round about, which was

agin the law and more oftenthannotd pol i ce wer e after hi m. e t

first round Blazer knocked Perowne down and broke his thigh. By this time the police were

up to them and collared Blazer, who got ten weeks in Norwicfjail.

5 October [1852]A prizeffight took pp ce on St . Andrewbs Green, n
James Perowne, of Nor wi ch, and James Hi gh, of
take possession of the ring, but were put to flight by the mob; and the men fighting to a
finish, High was declared theivct or . Principals and second
committed for trial, and at Beccles Quarter Sessions, on October 18th, were bound over to
keep the peac®.
At this stage, as mentioned earlier, unlawful assembly and riot were the main reasons
for argumergd against prizefights, but as the century advanced, policing became more
efficient and attitudes towards violence gradually changed, resulting in a trend
towards prize fighting prosecutions for assault, even if the spectators had been
orderly and there habeen no breach of the pedte.The Queensberry Rules of
1867, calling for the use of padded gloves and the abolition of holding and wrestling,

attempted to decontaminate the sport, but for years they were disregarded by many

3" HC Hansard, Vol 157, cols. 2082D55,20 April 1860.

®¥Anderson, O6Pugilistic prosecutionsé, p. 42.
¥ George BaldyThe rabbit skin cap. At (&Vboelbridgé, 939) Nor f ol |
p. 48.

““@Bungay Odoriolb @hronicleéand Norwich Gazett® October 1852Mackie (comp),
Norfolk annalsvol. 2, p. 16.
““Anderson, O6Pugilistic prosecutionsé, p. 44.
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fighters who continued in theold-style, more turbulent manner. The general public
attitude to boxing was negative:
[1870] Matches are got up by stealth, and by a combination of many backers of humble
circumstances €& Now that an efficieumty, rur al
with electric telegraph wires parallel with each line of railway, we may confidently anticipate
that these lawless proceedings will soon be at arf%end.
Improved policing and modern communications would thus combat this undesirable
feature of socigt About 1890 the Pelican Club in London created a series of rules
based on the Queensbury Rules, which were approved in 1891 by the newly
established National Sporting Club (NSC). This organisation controlled British
boxing until the founding of the Bi#th Boxing Board of Control in 1929, which then
took on the NSC's rules, revising them in 194his ongoing stricter regulation gave
some propriety to the sport, with the consequence that it was then supported by all

classed?®

Horse racing
This general gpport was not forthcoming f@il sports Horse racing is an example
of this** In the middle of the nineteenth century it fostered great antagonism,
especially from the church, because of the violence and gambling it engendered and
its magnetism for theriminal fraternity including prostitutes and fraudsters. In the
1860s a spirited correspondence on the subject was publishddheirTimes
newspapef> Under the pseudonym of o6Pal mer worm
Osborne (1808889), religious ministeland philanthropist, clearly and strongly
outlined his objections to 6the turf 6:
é year by vyear it is getting more and more di
of men who make no secret of their utter disregard of all the rules of hothasicorrupting

to the very core many a young man on whose future life depends the question of the utter

ruin or preservation of many a vast estate.

“2 Delabere P. BlaineéAn encyclopaedia of rural sporfsondon 1870)p. 128. The reference to the
police refers to the County Police Act of 1839, which allowed county police forces to be set
up. Norfolk was one of the first, establishing its force in 1839.

“3 http://nipperpatdaly.co.uk/rulesofboxinghistory.htm;
http:/Mww.linkedin.com/company/nationaportingclub

4 Neil Wigglesworth,The evolution of English spafitondon, 1996)p. 26.

> TheTimes,6 T h e 4tJanuafyiB62 p. 106 T h e 7tJanuafyiB62p. 8 6 T h e 9tJanualiyd ,
1862p. 13,6 T h e, 30 May1867p. 14.
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training stables to whom honesty must become an almosk nown | uxury. & It
the nation in return no one advantage that can weigh for one moment against the curse of a
perennial school of vice and deceit, promoted by men of rank and wealth, simply in the main,
to afford a high gambling excitement f r ee from any ¢é restraint i
rule*®
Nevertheless, it flourished nationwide, having been rescued by its aristocratic
connections from the extinction desired by many, and gradually the Jockey Club
(founded in 1752), working hard to igaespectability for the sport, reformed it and
gained acceptance in society, due in no small part to the influential backing of the
Prince of Wales, later Edward .

In Norfolk racing was first recorded in Great Yarmouth in 1715, while the first race
meeting at Fakenham was held in 1905, both racecourses continuing to flourish to
this day?® Racing also formerly took place at other sites, including Aylsham
(Blickling), BeestomnextMileham, East Dereham, Wisbech (Emneth), Holt,

Swaffham and Thetford gt over the border in Euston, SuffofR)For reasons now

| ost, however, racing was discontinued
Ayl s ham, Beeston, Emneth and Holt are id
Norfolk, while the course at Swahm i s f ound i n Andrew Brya
al so mentioned in Whitebds 1845 directory:

horse races were formerly held yearly, upon the broad heath on thevamsitside of the
town, in September, but they declined more than twenty years ago, thoogh b#ve since
been made to revive them. In the centre of the-cacese, twelve acres have been cleared

and levelled for a cricket grourid

6 T he Thelimés@ January 1862 p. 10

4" Richard Holt, Sport and the British: a modern histo(@xford, 1989) p. 23; Brailsford, British
sport, a social historypp. 723.

8 http:/Mww.horseracingresults.co.uk/racecourse/Yarmouth;
http:/Mvww.fakenhamracecoursm.ukfacing history.htm

%9 Clare Buxton,18" and early 18 century race grounds in Norfolk and Suff@lnpublished M.A.
dissertation, University of East Anglia, 2009p.28, 54; NROPD 86/191 Advertisement for
East Dereham races337; NRQ T/MSC 8 Thetford races [various documents] 1-1781.

* william FadenF ad en 6 s ma gDerehtam, MA8J)pp.®) 14, 18. Aylsham race course is
also alludedtoilRobsonés commerci al directory of Beds
Norfolk, and Suffolk, with Oxfordshire ... 188Rondon, 1839) p. 11. At that time, races
were apparently hel dmileitaee @u rédmdreiv.BriahtBr pant 6 0t
map of Norfolk in 182@Fakenham, 1998)p. 44; William White, History, gazetter and
directory of Norfolk 1845p. 384.
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For a short time during the nineteenth century (after being discontinued in 1782),
racing also took place at Thetd®
horse races were held here [Thetford] from an early period until 1620, when they occasioned
such tumults, that they were suppressed by the Privy Council. They were revived in 1833,
but discontinued about six years ago [c. 1839].
Formal horse racion therefore took place in several places in Norfolk, but by the
beginning of the twentieth century it had dwindled to two race courses at Fakenham
and Great Yarmouth. Informal racing was another matter and must have occurred in
many locations, as describdelow. Because of their informality, however, these

events were usually not regarded as important enough to be recorded.

Horse racing is unquestionably a quintessential spectator sport; as Vamplew points
out , it dédhas no r e atlicipantg ponyechiltsiamd rgyamkhanae r s i o
are not the equine equivalent>twashrdckyar
still is predominantly a vehicle for gambling, whether at formal racecourses or at an
impromptu arrangement quickly organised by logeople as in Geoge Bal dr y o

lively descriptionof just such an event on Bungay Common at the turn of the

century:
Waxey é was the hero of the evening, telling
getting up some racingaci mMgds & Bamethbdaphahdd
put in his two old ponies and a gypsy chap w
drove é and it was all/l fixed for the next Sat
jockeys, Happy Jack reckonedloul d be one, Skinny says €& hebol
has two | ads that ride | ike monkeys so we ar
enough as some riders are sure to turn up if

[On the Race Day] we goff to the Common where the people was drawing in large

number s. é T he Sremndérsg wereabusy pickingput thdir panibsofa
each race. éUp they gets and trotted round tw
The rural originsofar se racing are embodied in the

which comes from the eighteenth century when horses used to race from one village

51 Buxton, 18" and early 18' century race grounds in Norfolk and Suffqpk 58.

2 \illiam White, History, gazetteer and directory of Norfolk 1845 400.

>3 Wray Vamplev , 6 Ha@arcs en g 6 i n(ed), Bpotyn Bhtairs asocial historCambridge,
1989) p. 215.

>4 Baldry, The rabbit skin cagp. 158161.
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steeple to the nexjumping fences and ditches and generally negotiating the many
obstructions in the countryside The sport originated in Ireland but soon became

popular in England and eventually internationally. Besides formal race mektings

the first recognised English National Steeplechase took place on Monday 8 March
183071 there were also village eventsdatie informality of these is well illustrated

in a contemporary (1839) engraving of aegaghich took place in Suffol® The
description,The finishi a good five still alivsl Gr and Chor us, AThe |
Vi | | iahmHdights the potential dangerstbe sport.

Although the evolving railway system widened the spectator catchment area and
attendance at racecourses was free until 1875 allowing all classes the opportunity to

be present, it is clear from Ge@®&ungag Bal d
Common that these extemporaneous local rural meetings were attractive only to the
working classes, who could behave spontaneously, enjoying the day with their
friends®’ In this way although formal racing required great sums of money to fund
racecairses, horses and jockeys, rural working men by dint of imaginative

organisation were able to take pleasure in their own version of the sport.

With the advent of entry fees, spectators increasingly tended to be male, while even
greater interest in racingfimulated by detailed accounts of meetings in the popular
press, encouraged widespread betting particularly among the working cfasses.
Racing throughout the country was curtailed by the First World War but resumed
with renewed enthusiasm during the imtear years® In Norfolk this meant the
reopening of Great Yarmouth and Fakenham racecourses, which, with the continuing
improvement in transport facilities, were now open to a wider public from the
surrounding districts. Gambling reached new height$ wirhaps four million
people betting regularly on horses. In the late 1930s only football surpassed this, as

ten millionin England as a wholenjoyed a small weekly gambi&.

%5 Anne Holland,Steeplechasing. A celebration of 250 years 17622 (London, 2003) pp. 20-23,
28-35.

% John Harris (17911873), engraver, after HenAlken (1785 1851), The First Steepk€hace][sic]
on Record; Nacton Church, and Villagéondon, 1839).

Vampl ew: abcHonrgsébe, p. 216.

8 Huggins Flat racing and British society, 1790914 p. 19.

*9David Tubby,A history of Great Yarmouth racecour@reat Yarmouth, 2011p. 31.

% Mike Huggins Horseracing and the British, 19130 (Manchester, 2003p. 16.
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Opposition to workersod choice of | ei
Transformed attitudes to work affectedinions on leisure. Those who had not had
the opportunity previously now realised that they had the chance to enjoy
recreational activities other than those snatched moments of relaxation at work
(perhaps gossiping or clandestine newspaper readingkirtdyiat the local alehoas

or the Sunday visit to churéh.

Many other radical social changes occurred betwEg$0 and 1940 throughout

Britain. Increasing prosperity, and the national prestige resulting from high levels of
industrial production and forgm trade, induced complacency among the-mid
nineteenth century middle classes. On the positive side, as indatateel Samuel

Smiles, author ofelthelp (1859), enthusiastically promoted qualities such as duty,

hard work, sobriety, respectability ariift.®> By contrast,reactions against the
contemporary social evils of mass poverty, poor working conditars lack of
educational opportunities were exemplified by Thomas Carlyleasst and present
(1843), Charl es Di c k e sush atHard times¢gl854)adnd pur p o
Matthew Arnold inCulture and aarchy(1869) all searching analyses of Victorian

society’ These wor ks br eac h e-satistadtien, anti nthmylweo c | a s
had the resources attempted by means of philanthropicnactm improve the

working classesd conditions, including t|

During the first half of our period of interest, therefore, the few recreational pleasures
available to the rural working man came under pressure from a variety of critical
scrutineers, who took this sethposed duty very seriously These included local
landowners, clergy of both the Established and Nonconformist Churches and others

i n positions of authority. They were pa
of thewor kersé free ti me, judging, i n many
would frequently be the first port of call, and that this would lead to drunkenness and
immorality. They saw intoxication among the working classes sariaussocial

problem, ad this stimulated the formation of the temperance movement in the early

®l Seepp. 3-4, 115

®2G5ee p18. Fielden6 Samuel Smhdpem16and sel f

8 Hill, British economic and social hisig p. 178. These were revealedhrough the reports of
various Royal Commissionsne example beinghe Childre 6 s Emp |l oy ment Comm
the operation of the Poor Laws Commission (1832)homson,England in the nineteenth
century p. 101.
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1830s, which was supported by all churcffesThere developed a tendency away
from the notion of moderation (6the soc
(6t aki ng °t Imepitepof thedsgeaudys efforts of the temperance workers,
alcohol consumption, particularly that of beer, rose during the Victorian era as shown

in George WFiguea@)fo6s graph
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Nationally csmsumption of both beer and spirits peaked during the 1870s and 1900s.
Unable to persuade people to reform their drinking habits and inspired by events in

the United States, prohibitionism was proposed by a new temperance organisation,

the United Kingdom Miance for the Suppression of the Liquor Traffic, founded in

1853, which suggested legal measures to revolutionise alcohol consumption. It
supported the idea of a local veto, givVvi:
and reached its highest powf popularity in the 1880s but had declined in influence

by 1900°” Although one meeting in 1867 in Norwich has been traced, Norfolk was

® Harrison,Drink and the Victorias pp.104106.
% Mathias, The first industrial nationp. 190.
% George B. WilsonAlcohol and the nation: a contribution to the study of the liquor problem in the
U.K. from 1800 to 1938.ondon, 1940)quoted in:
http:// www.publications.parliament.uk/fram200910/cmselect/cmhealth/151/15106.htm#n11
67 Jack S. BlockerPavid M. FaheyJan R. Tyrrell, Alcohol ard temperance in modern historgn

international encyclopediéSanta Barbara,2008p | . 1, p. 627; James Kne
drink: temperace andthe public, 1856l 9 1 &a&ial and cultural geography:1 (2001),
p.43.
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not greatly affected by this organisati®n.While the rate of alcohol consumption
was a real problem in some parfsemgland particularly in some northern counties,
Norfolk was one of the least prone to irresponsible drunkenness, as shown in an
interesting map, 060Geographical di stribut
of drunkenness between 1889 and 1893. tange of six levels of drunken offences,
Norfolk was placed among those counties on the second®fevEhe following
example gives striking reasofts the worry of those in authority:
[1881] ome time ago we received a requisition signed by 60 inhabitzfnd rural parish
inviting us to take part in a public meeting to protest against the drink traffic. It was therein
stated that fAa few months ago a man was f oun
since drunk themselves to death; another hasdjiest of delirium tremensand while his
remains were being buried the body of another, who was also a notorious drunkard, was
found floating in a pond®
To take the place of recreational drinking, it was suggested that leisure opportunities
should be refoned by making available improving pastimes, both educational and
recreational . 60Rati onal recreationd, as
by paternalistic social control to regulate the life of the working classes in the middle
class image. lvas hoped thereby to assist in the general ameliorafitireir living
standards. Thipositive idea became a focus for various reforming bodies, and
several educational schemes, includM@ ¢ h a ni ¢ s,Mutliahlsgrovement e s
Societies and evening classes, were launched under its auspites.The
uncompromi sing Victorian values associ at

eased, and by 1870 even Sunday entertainment was reluctantly aé€epted.

Both church and chapel were traditionally much invdlvewi t h peopl eds fr

spite of their frequent indifference to religiéh. When people did attend Sunday

%8 41867 May14d A great public meeting, in support of the United Kingdom Alliance, was held at St.
Andrewdbds Hall, Nor wi c h, and was addressed b
prominent part in the passing of the Maine Liquor LéadJnited Kingdom AlliancéNorfolk
Chronicle and Norwich Gazettd8 May 1867 p. 5@Charles Mackie Norfolk annals: a
chronological record of remarkable events in the nineteenth century: (compiled fediteth
of the "Norfolk Chronicle").vol. 2, 18511900, p. 167.

% Joseph Rowntree and Arthur Sherw&he temperance problem and social refqtrandon, 1900)
between pp. 84 and 85.

O David Lewis, The drink problem and its soluti¢ghondon, 1881)p. 24.

"L Bailey, Leisure and class in Victorian Englanpl 35; see alsopp2, 35, 44, 76, 155.

2Seep. 18.

3 Richard JefferiesHodge and his maste(Stroud, 1992)p. 216.f
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services, this took place in leisure time, although they may have regarded it more as a
regular duty to God than as recreation. This observeaned with it an inbuilt
condemnation of many other ways othe using
Bible Christian Magazinet hese i1 ncl uded O¢-thldleethebvilagd r o o m,
wake, the raceourse, the bowlingreen, the crickeground,the ginpalace, or the

aleh o u § eThis extreme view suggests that repiritual activities wee to be

avoided at all costs: and surprisingly, thg were not enthusiastically received by

the general populace, as shown by the Religious Census of 18&h mevealed

diminishing congregations.

The middle and upper classes, particularly those living in towns, also worried about
rural depopulation, and they compassionately tried to alleviate hardship. Augustus
Jessopp, rector of Scarning, remarked:
whats wanted now é is that some Kkindly attempt
people some facilities for recreation and some intelligent amusement. How to do this is a
much more difficult problem to solve than might seem to be the%act.
Thelocalinhdi t ant s, however, presumably | ookec
suspicion. They were already controlled during their working day; now their free

time was also to be organised for them.

The alehouse was much to be preferred, where there was neithezffart to

6i mproveo the working maf ltisdifficulatonassessnnat e
how much the numerous philanthropic efforts affected the average rural worker. The
various working class movements eksioch as
1823) or theWorking Men's Clubs (1862) were more successful in an urban
setting’® For instance, in 1851 J. W. Hudsoauld list only eightMe ¢ h a andc s 6
Literary Institutionsin Norfolk, and all were situated in towné® Working Men's

Clubs which representeca not her attempt to promote O

means of recreation and r ef r, gkewisemade |, fre

" Bible Christian Magazinequoted in Cunninghanheisure in the Industrial Revdion, p. 179.

> Horace Mann Censusof Great Britain, 1851: religious worship in England and Walesndon,
1854) p. 93.

76 JessoppArcady,pp. xiv.

7 Jefferies The toilers of the fiel@London, 1893)pp.100-104.

8 Asa Briggs,The age of improvement 831867 (Harlow, 2000) p. 194; Thomas KellyA history of
adult education in Great Britai(Liverpool, 1992) pp. 121122.

9J. W. HudsonThe history of adult educatighondon, 1969)pp. 228229.
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little impact in rural Norfolk®® In contrast the temperance movement met with
some success. As mentorb ove, the movement had the
its events and meetings, including those of the Band of Hope, were frequently

mentioned in parish magazin®s:

Sprowston Parochial Magazine February 892

on ... Wednesday our Temperance Society musterstlll greater force, about 100 sitting
down to tea in the infant school at 5.30. ... After some good fun ... Mrs. Wickham kindly
presented Temperance Medals to members of the Band of Hope who had been [in] regular
attendance for a year..

An interesing attitude was shown by the Vicar three months later:

on Wednesday, May 1 t he Band of Hope met in the scho
p.m. the adult members of the Temperance Society joined the juveniles, and united with them
in a service of san, entitled, fJack the Joinero. The
commended temperance, while he cautioned us against an uncharitable teetofalism. ...
The alarmiig fact of falling congregationsiay have stimulated the clergy and other
religious authdaties to compromise, and they started to include secular recreations in
the annual church programme of events and also occasionally to involve village
organisation§®> Nevertheless, religious themes were sometimes but not always
included:
Loddon [1860]i On the evening of Wednesday Novembel",2i8 the schoetoom, there
was a lecture upon Bells and Bahging, with illustration by a performance upon hand

bell s. € The entertainment was gratefully co
Air by therifle corps band.

Swanton Morley [1895] The Church Association van visited the village last week, and an

openrai r address, il lustrated by the magic | ant e

8 From the prospectus of the Revd. Henry Solly (thedoemr of t he Wor king Mends
George TremlettC| u b me n . The history of the Working
(London, 1987)p. 13. KellyHistory of adult education in Great Britaip, 191.

8. The Church of England went so fartasestablish its own Church of England Temperance Society.

The Band of Hopevas a temperance organisation for workatass children founded by
Wesleyan Methodists in Leeds in 1847.Lilian Lewis Shina n , 6The Band of
movemend Victorian Studies17 (1973) pp. 4974.

82 Sprowston, a village near Norwich, had a populatiba#82 in 1881. William White, History,
gazetteer and directory of Norfolk 18@Bheffield, 1890)p. 793.

8 MC 2251/24, 935X6 Sprowston Parochial Magazine, February 1892.

8 MC 2251/24, 935X6 Sprowston Parochial Magazihame 1892.

8 Lowerson and Myerscougfijme to spare in Victorian Englang, 106.
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life of Josepho. De s pwas afairtatterlan®®n c | e ment weat h

The religious census must haggynalled a warningo the church,becauseas

Howkins has shownup to the outbreak of the First World Wéne church
experienced a period of genuine development and was influentiiligige affairs®’

Events such as bazaars, concerts and other philanthropic entertainments were
organised as countart t r acti ons to such oO6undesirabl .
Bible Christian Magazine They were almosgxclusively directedby the local vicar

or landowner. Report after report in NMolk newspapers attest to this:

Toft Monks. [1860] During Passion week special services for the working classes were held
in the parish church on the evenings of Wednesday, Thursday, Good Friday, and Easter
Even, all ofwhich were numerously attended. The exertions of the Rev. G. R. D. Walsh,
M.A., in this and the neighbouring parish of Haddiscoe, appear to have been accomplished
with much succes¥.

Bacton. [1860] On Friday September 28th, one of those Harvest Homéshveine happily

becoming more common eweyear in our Eastern Countiésok place at the retired village

of Bacton. The idea of such a gathering having been suggested by the vicar was cordially
responded to by the principal farmers in the parish. Tiasea thanksgiving service in the
church, at hal f past four odbcl ock, whi ¢ h, ir
attended. After service the masters and their labourers, with some of the tradesmen of the
parish,é partook of an excellent dinnén the new National Schosbom, which was

tastefully decorated for the occasion. About a hundred people were present, the vicar
occupying the chair. After dinner some toasts were given, which were heartily welcomed by

t he men, part i crusl aorfl yl afibTohuer OE mpwhoiyceh was propo
most enthusiastic cheers. the festivities of the evening were prolonged until half past

ten ob6cl ock. The party then sepasandmrod, havi
unprofitable manner  &he dinner was provided mainly at the expense of the farmers, the
labourers being admitted freg. °

This tendency to control continued throughout the nineteenth century, with many
expressions of gratitude on the part of the recipients of this bemeeol

Swanton Novers. [1885¢ on Fri day Swanton had one of its

including children and choir, treated by the squire (C. Atkinson, Esqg.,) sat down to tea at the

% Norfolk Chronicle and Norwich Gazetté,L o d @ Batémber 1860p. 5 Sévant on 6Mor | ey o
April 1895, p. 5.

8" Howkins, Reshajng rural England pp. 66-7.

8o Toft NédoikiClsrdnicle and Norwich Gazett4 April 186Q p.5.

86 B a c Nodatk&hronicle and Norwich Gazett® Octoberl86Q p. 5.

a7



Traditional leisure and its critics

Rectory, in three divisions, in a large marquee, kindly lent byrld Hasti ngs. é

proceedings closed with hearty cheers for the

believe these social gatherings do much to promote a kindly feeling among all ¥asses.
During the early decades of the twentieth century a gradbahge occurred.
Although philanthropic gestures still took place, skiferminatio started to gain
ascendency.Unwittingly and with increasing regularitjon-€lite independence of
charitable control became the noaw local peoplé middle-class reslents but also
members othe broader working class, as defineatlieri began to take a greater
lead in the provision of leisure facilitieAs we shall see throughout this thesis, this
significant trend was demonstrated many times in varying circugetanin the
following reports, for example, without paternalistic intervention from the iéitel
either the villagers themselves organised their own diversions or the County Council
provided an interesting and useful way for countrypbeto spend thir leisure time.

Elsing. [1905] i A pleasing entertainment was given in the Elsing Reading Room on

Saturday evening by the teachers and scholars of the Council Sthool.

Felthorpe. [19201 A cour se of six |l ectures ontedibHo me Nu
Mrs. Stuart Harris, County Council lecturer. The lectures have been very well attended and
greatly appreciated® about sixty were present
In the early twentieth centuryharch organisations were stibviously under the
aegis of the local clergySunday Schools were in the front line of persuading the
rising generation to adopt the different ways of leisure approvethdise in a
position of control. As already stated, these leisure activities were offered as rival
attractions to what was regadl as undesirable. Christmas parties and annual
excursions were two successful examples of this. It has been argued, however,
particularly in thecase ofNonconformist churches, that these departures from the
ol d ways came a benfortenentlframsabovebtiean af perseasianf

f r om (% This wads.due to the workingass origins of the Sunday School

6 Swa nt o nNombtk Creanislédand Norwich Gazeftk August 1885p. 5.
%26 E | sNonfollx 6hronicle and Norwich Gazett@0 Decenber 1905, p. 6.

26 F el t ModalkpChrdnicle and Norwich Gazet®@ January 1910. 6

9 Cunninghamleisure in the Industrial Revolutiop, 41.
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movement, which gave the workers a proprietorial interest in the development of

their local School&?

Thus both church and chapel the twentiéh centurycontinued to influence how
rur al people spent their free ti me. To
diversion of some kind was an essential element of membership of church
organisations. Accordingly, Christmas treats and summingsuwere customary
for members of the church choir and were regarded as compensation for their loyal
weekly attendance at practice and services. The treats often involved the whole
village, and reports of these events in parish magazines convey aemnsal &f
community. A typical example follows:
Besthorpe [1888] On Friday July P2ook place the annual Church Sunday School Treat.
. The children ... walked to the Church in procession carrying flags, and accompanied by
their Teachers. OnthisYya ever ything is given up to the ¢
Church full of people at the 3 o0b6clock servic
seemed to understand what was said to them. Service over, all repaired to the large meadow
belongingto the Vicarage and indulged in swinging and games of all sorts. An additional
attraction this year was affor dé&aghwasservedhe shar
at 5 o6clock and was done thorough npmberti ce t o
of 95. When their tea was over and they had run away to play, their Mothers with such of
the old people as could get to the Vicarage had tea in their turn while ladies of the parish and
other friends had tea in the house; altogether the nhumbesnpnest including babies was
quite 250, the largest number | have yet had the pleasure of entertaining at the School treat.
This includes the Bible Class, who always come on this occasfon. ...

As Besthorpe had a populationaifout 480, it is obvious thaver 50% of theocal

peoplewere present’

One noteworthy and important development is that during the nineteenth century the
church gradual l y ¢6s an iTheicluerdnd sotidblde were | | a g e
committed to respectability, setbntol, thrift and philanthropy, anthis led to an
irresistible desire to control and in their eyes improve the activities of their
oinferiorso. A p e rHarvest bame celebratiamg hachbean ens t s

existence for centuries and had be@aase for concern for some time:

% Laqueur Religion and respectabilifyp. 3.
% NRO, MC 22517, 935X6 Besthorpe parish magazindhe Banner of FaithAugust 1888.
% Wwilliam White, History, gazetteer and directory of Norfolk 18®3 149.
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the Earl ofALBEMARLE, in a public address at Banham, in Sept. 1855, enters elaborately into
the evil and degrading effectslafgessat Harvesthomes.

"How do they return their thanks to God for a plentiful supply ofdféer another year?

They get drunkEach man at the end of harvest receives a certain present from his employer,
and then a party go round and ask for 'largess." The largess man, having begged all he can,
goestothepublih ouse t o g et follow himnirkthe orgiés whiah taketplace at

the publichouse;but the immorality the gross, shocking immorality of both séxesight

not to be | ost sight of. € a grdat periion ef crimas a c o
arises from those habits of adikenness which prevail among our rural population. | think

that the labourer is worthy of his hire, and deserves some reward after he has done a hard
spell of work; but | wish to save that labourer from tbmptationdo which he is at present

expose&d. é
In the previous year, in an effort to address this problem and to reform previous
ways, the alternative new custom of harvest thanksgiving had been introduced:
[1854] thefirst harvest thanksgiving festival held in the county took place at Brookeaslt
the result of an attempt made by the vicar, t
scenes which too often characterise the close of harvest, and to the syk&tegassf which

gives rise to cases of tichatthgohwch ,snenswomehgaadc r i pt i

children had dinne? on the vicarage | awn. e
This event attracted national interest, aheé Timesreported that:

long before the hour fixed for Divine service the church was filled in every part, and many
personsweremb | e t o obtain admission. é At the con
persons sat down to dinner in front of the vi
system of public house harvest feasts, in which neither wives nor children campbim a
which excesses of a gross description often take place, appears, in this instance, to have been
eminently successful. Nothing occurred to ma
Even though the tone of this report appears somewhasatédfied, the occasion
does sem to have introduced an element of family celebration to an otherwise
disorderly custom. It is impossible to discover what the participants thought of the
change, but the fact that 300 people attended (from a village population of 756)

perhaps indicates measure of acceptance of the transformed tradftfon.

%" Lees, Frederic Richarén argument for the legislative prohibition of the liquor traffic 221.

BoHar vest tNordolk €sogitlevandiNgrivich Gazeft® September 1854, Mackieomp.)
Norfolkannalsvol. 2,p. 33.

®6Har vest thanksThéTimesi4gSemember ¥8®4spt7. v al 6,

19E. Hunt,Hunt & Co.'s Directory of East Norfolkith part of Suffolkl850(London, 1850)p. 121.
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Another radical adjustment in village life took place in the playing of church music.
Organs had originally been used to accompany choir and congregation but after the
Restoration were largely replatéy church or chapel bandseams of enthusiastic
local instrumentalists, who during the week worked locally on the tanih the
village 1°*
Southreppsld” ¢ e n't u raygallery was always in use at the west end of the church.
Besides seating some dfet congregation it held men who provided music for the services,
the instrument being, we think, fiddI&%.
The bands however, went into déne in the nineteenth centyrgppeaing only on
special occasionsne ar Wood Norton 1910.andusedtohe Re
play on Festival Days, seated in the west gali€fy

Churchorgans regained their traditional hold, caused in some cases by the advent of

the barrel orgah® Thomas Hardy famously described octeurchband inUnder

the greenwood trepublishedin 1872. In the preface to his book, he commented

sorrowfully on the passing of an old institution:
this story of the Mellstock Quire and its old establishedgeatl | er y musi ci ansé i
to be a fairly true picture, at first hand, of the persosageé and customs whi
common among such orchestral bodies é fifty o
One is inclined to regret the displacement of these ecclesiastical bandsmen by an isolated
organist (often at first a barrekganist) or harmonium player; and de¢epiertain advantages
in point of control and accompli shment é t
aims of the clergy, its direct result being to curtail and extinguish the interest of parishioners
in church doingd®

So the old church bandssdppeared, and whether this was an improvement or not is

open to question. A happy outcome ensued, however. Rather than let their musical

skills go to waste, the bandsmigaquentlytransferred their allegiance and founded

new bands associated with losdllage organisations, often with religious links or

connected with the social movements of the time. These included the temperance

Wichristopher TurBiGSReportérRia2r(19%7) or ganso
http://www.immanuelsground.com/articles®g1.htm

2Norfolk Feder at i o nWithflivingmenon1®%2),p.69st i t ut e s,

S Norfolk Feder ati on of  Wihimbévimdnsemonfi®72)ipt66t e s ,

194 David Drinkell has evidence of the existence of barrel organs in seventeen Norfolk churches.
http:/Mww.norfolkchurches.co.uk/norfolkorgans2.htm

1% Thomas HardyUnder the greenwoodée (London, 1903) Preface.
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movement, missions, Friendly Societies, the Salvation Army andtheperative
movement. Some of these bands continuel iw® the twentieth century. In
Norfolk at the turn of the century tHiedependent Order of Rechabites had several
Tents or branches, at least one of which, in Hethersett, had @°BaAtdabout the
same time Salvation Army bands existed in SheringhagnNorth Walsham while

there is evidence of bands in many other places in the c8linty.

Riseand developmentf fairs

Initially formed to resolve difficulties of distribution, fairs allowed skilled craftsmen

to demonstrate their expertise, discuss thetadeas and of course sell or barter their

goods. The number of fairs expanded greatyween 1200 and 1400, and they
became a regular commercial feature of the English countdf§ideh e wor d 6f ai
derived from the Latiinl e&ftelre adi anteiamn aargy h
@ regular gathering of buyers and sellers at a time and place ordained by charter,
statute, or custom. Nowespecially(a part of) such a gathering devoted entirely to
amusemenés?® The history of fairs bears out thiefinition, because their origin as

a crucial centre of trade extends back to antiquity. The charter mentioned in the
dictionary was granted by the king to loyal noblemen and ecclesiastical dignitaries,
who took full advantage af by imposing tolls andaxes'® Many of these fairs

lasted for centuries, an example in Norfolk being Cley fair, first granted in 1253 and

1% This was a Friendly Society founded in 1835 as part of the temperance movement to promote total
abstinence from alcohol . Their branches were
http:/Awww.picture.norfolk.gov.uk Hethersett Rechabites 1908.

197 http:/Mvww. picture.norfolk.gov.uk Sheringham Salvation Army Band c. 19140 of Norh
Walsham Salvation Army Barid
http://www.northwalshamarchive.co.uk/archive_item.aspx?entry_id=76ther e&amples
include: Cawston and District Silver Prize Bafsunded 1886; Corpusty Methodist Chapel
Band, active in 1890s; East Winch Britannia Brass Band, active in 1910; Great Massingham
Silver Band, active in the early 1900s; Harling Saxhorn Band, active in Higfay Silver
Band 6ttp:/Mvww.hilgaysilverband.c.uk/aboutthe-band.htm),active in the 189QsHolt
Brass Band, active in 1892; Loddon Band founded 1907
(http:/Mvww.loddonband.org/index_files/Page358.htnmlulbarton and Swardeston Brass
Band, active in 1914New Buckenham Silver Band founded 1887; Reap Temperance
Band, active in 1900shttp:/Awww.norfolkbrass.co.uk Scole Brass Band, active in 1882;
Stibbard Silver Prize Band; Archangel Band of the Oddfellows, Terrington St Clement,
active in the early 1900s; Whittington Brass Band active in 1898s(Mf these bands are
listed inhttp:/Avww.ibew.org.uk/link01.htm

198 these two centuries880 were chartered. 1999/00 HC 2B#vironment, transport and regional
affairs committee. Environmenilscommittee. Travelling fairsol. 11, p. 42.

199 Shoter Oxford English dictionary.

10 Dpavid Kerr CameroriThe English fai(Stroud, 1998)p. 14.
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still operating in July 1883 The medieval origin of many Norfolk fairs is listed in

the Gazetteer of markets and fairs in England ande&/@o 1516. Thus those listed
nNnCraven & Cob6s c¢ommerpublishédind856am bettracedyto of N
their medieval origins. Thesaclude Banham (charter granted 1338), Castleacre
(1470), Diss (1300), Feltwell (1283), Gissing (1379), Geehall (1229), Harleston

(1228), Harpley (1307), Hempnall (1380), Hockham (1272), Litcham (1297), Loddon
(1265), Lyng (1295), Norwich (1199), Oxborough (1249), Reepham (1277) and
Shipdham (1245). Fairs as centres for trading were instituted, therefolynan

large towns but also in small settlements and were clearly a significant part of rural

economy for more than five hundred years.

There was another kind of fair, known as a Statute Fair, hiring fair or Mop Fair. The
purpose of this was to prime an annual opportunity (usually but not always on
Michaelmas Day, 29 September) for servants in search of employment to assemble
together and for employers to find a suitable farm servant or labourehdor t
following year. Such crowdattracted all th decorative features and attractions of a
funfair, and these turned into major festivals in their own right, also however
attracting condemnation for the drunkenness and immorality involeBoth types
of fair had important economic, social and culturdgluences on the life of the
people. They came about for very practical purposes and evolved over hundreds of
years into a combined institution differing greatly from its precursors. The element of
entertainment was initially very basic but slowly enged and eventually superseded
the fairsoé original purposes. Exampl es
was gradually increasing can be found in eighteertitury Norfolk:
NORFOLK FAIRS
Ingham fair reaches four or five miles round on every d e . We breakfasted a
[stopped for food or rest] at Ingham, and dined at Brunstead; a circuit which Mr. B. and his
friends take every year among their relations and acquaintances. This species of sociability
and hospitality is not pedal to Ingham: Walsham, Worstead, Socutle p s , Al bor od,

Fait hods, &c. &c . have their fairs, more f amed

at them; except the last, which is one of the largest fairs in the kingdom.

11 samantha Letters,Gazetteer of markets andaifs in England and Wales to 1516
http:/Avww.history.ac.uk/cmh/gaz/gazweb?2.htrfiNorfolk] (2010)William White, History,
gazetteer and directory of Norfolk 1883 10.

12 Howkins, Reshaping rural Englangp. 111112.
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Yorkshire has itdeasts other countries theivakes and Norfolk itsfairs.**®

Historians have investigated fairs as part of the general leisure scene, although little
has been written since Cameron produced his standard work in*£99@ore
specific interest in hiring fairs hdmeen shown by Gary Moses and Michael Roberts,
and the particular subjects of fairground bioscope shows and boxing have been
researched by Vanessa Toulmin. For the most part, however, widanging
scholarship on the history of English fairs is sparse, iang overdue for fresh
investigation and analysis. Apart from the articles by Moses and Roberts, no
attention has been given to small local fairs, although this is an interesting and largely
unexplored field of enquiry. The reason for this is cleaner& is a serious lack of

hard evidence of village fairs. A search in the national archives is disappointing,
while county archives reveal little more than notices of abolitions. Trade journals
such asThe ShowmaandT h e Wo r |cdnéestratEdamainlgn the great fairs,

for i nstance (as | ocal exampl es) , Ki ngad
Newspapers also reported on these but ignored small country events. The evidence
that does exist tends to be anecdotal, mainly in village local histétigghile this is
unreliable as a source, it can be useful as an indicator of social attitudes and has an
immediacy lacking in more formal data. The gap in research indicated above is

addressed in this chapter, which concentrates mainly on the county olkiNorfo

The | argest fairs occurr&Nori fnoltkh,e Kionugnd sy
Thetford and Great Yarmouth and attracted people from a wide area of the

surrounding countryside. Nevertheless, this left large expanses of the county without

113 Mr. (William) Marshall, The rural economy of Norfolk: comprising the management of landed
estates, and the present priaetof husbandry in that caty (London, 1787)yol. 2, p. 261.

114 Cornelius Walford,Fairs past and present. A chapter in the history of commg\esv York,
1967),first published in London in 1883; E. H. Bostodkenageries, circuses and theatres
(1971), first published in Londomi1927; M. Willson DisherFairs, circuses and music
halls (London, 1942); William Addison English fairs and marketé_ondon, 1953); lan
StarsmoreEnglish fairs(1975);David Kerr CameronThe English fair(1998).

S Moses, 6Ru®ipp. t51-78;nvidsest6uRdees hapi ng ,rpp.r6asy Michadl t ur e ?
Robert s, 6 AWaiting upon chanceo: En"gd i sh hi
the2d'c e nt, ppr1g960;Vanes a Toul mi n, d-ifreHistory, 15:9 (1994),e t al e 6
pp. 219237 Vanesa Toulmin, A fair fight: an illustrated reiew of boxing on British
fairgrounds(Oldham, 1999).

116 For example, Keith Entwistle i\ century of faces and places;hastory of Aldrough and
Thurgarton 190200 (Aldborough, 2002) mentions Aldborough fair, t3 location,
composition and the fidights it provoked, pp. %, 89, 10; Alan B. W. Flowerday describes
Il nghambés annu a liningham pakt aral prese(itetchworth,2002)pp3-4.
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accessto these pleasures, particularly in the early part of our period, before the
improvements in transport. Alive to this lack and interested in the possible business
opportunities, itinerant showmen were willing to travel from town to village
throughout theounty. Very little attention was paid by the press to these small fairs,
and few records of them exist, as already noted. Editors of local newspagperas
Norfolk Chronicle and Norwich Gazetsand Eastern Daily Pres&vidently believed

that their reders had no interest in happenings in the countryside, unless, that is,
there was an element of inherent sensationalism, such as a crime or a devastating
accident. Although this attitude gradually changed, reports of fairs were still

unaccountably lacking

One promising way of tracing their existence is through surviving trade directories.
The editors of these recognised that fairs were to a large extent venues for trading and
consequently listed towns and villages with the regular times of year when fair
occurred there. From these entries it is possible to construct a kind of schedule
throughout the county.

As a random e x a mpDireetory ofMi883 Ishiowasrhl7\féhdcaurendy s

in Norfolk (Table 3.**" These specific places include Norwich, taege towns
mentioned above and also various small towns, such as North Walsham; the vast
majority, however, are villages with populations of hundreds rather than thousands.
This suggests that fairs were a significant feature not only of urban lifesoubfaihe

countryside.

Tablel Norfolk fairs in 1883

Town/Village Date Town/Village Date

Weasenham Jan 25 Harpley July 24

Cawston Feb 1 Gissing July 25

Lynn Feb 14 Binham July 26

Wymondham Feb 14 Watton (Sheep Fair) first Wed in July

Downham (Winnadl Mar 3 Cley last Fri in July

Horse Fair)

Hingham Mar 7 Martham last Tue in July

Aylsham Mar 23 Thetford (Wool) second Fri in
Jul

Elmham Apr 6 Horning thir)(gl Thu in July

17 william White, History, gazetteer and directory of Nokf 1883 pp. 1011.



Town/Village
Wells
Attleburgh

Massingham
Loddon
Mattishall

North Walsham
Norwich
Oxborough
Scole

Scottow

Yarmouth
Cawston
Methwold

Holt

Frettenham

Lynn (Cattle Fair)

Castleacre
Harling

Worstead
Thetford

Rudham

Wymondham
Fring

Briston
Downham

Foulsham
New Buckenham

Swaffham (Sheeg
Show)
Pulham Market

Attleburgh
Coltishall
Cromer

Happisburgh
(Pleasure Fair)
Hempnall

Hempton
Hingham
Ingham (Cattle)

Traditional leisure and its critics

Date
Shrove Tue
Thu before Ester

Tue before Easter
Easter Mon

Tue before Holy Thu
Day before Holy Thu
Day before Good Fr
Easter Tue

Easter Tue

Easter Tue

Fri and Sat in Easter week

Apr 14

Apr 23

Apr 25

first Mon in Apr
second Tue in Apr

May 1
May 4

May 12
May 14

May 17

May 17
May 21
May 26
first Fri in May

first Tue in May
last Thu in May
second Wed in May

third Thu in May
Thu before Whitsun
Whit Mon

Whit Mon

Tue after Whit Tue

Whit Mon
Whit Tue
Whit Tue
Mon after Whit Mon

56

Town/Village

Swaffham (Sheep Show)

Dereham

East Burnham
Thetford (Magdalen)
Heacham
Attleburgh
Castleacre

Thetford (Lambs)
Bacton

Cressingham Magna

Cawston (Sheep Show)

Harleston
Shouldham
Kenninghall
Forncett

Kipton Ash, on Hemptor

Green (Sheep Show)
Aylsham

Watton (Sheep Fair)

Diss (Statute Fair)

Harling (Sheep Show)

Dereham

Hingham
Shouldham
Watton
Hockwold

Wymondham
Stratton
Briston

Rudham

Gaywood

Lynn (Cheese Fair)
Harling

Litcham

Massingham
Diss (Cattle, etc.)
Watton

Lyng

Date

third Wed in
July

Thu before July
6

Aug 1 and 2

Aug 2
Aug 3
Aug 5
Aug 5
Aug 16

first Mon in
Aug
first Wed in
Aug
last Wed in Aug

Sep 9

Sep 19

Sep 30

first Thu in Sep
first Wed in Sep

last Tue in Sep

second Wed in
Sep
third Fri in Sep

first Tue after
Sep 12

Thu before Ser
29

Oct 2

Oct 11
Oct 11

first Wed after
Oct 11
Oct 12

Oct 12
Oct 13

Oct 14
Oct 17
Oct 17
Oct 24
Nov 1

Nov 8
Nov 8
Nov 8
Nov 20



Town/Village

Ludham
Southrepps

Stowbrdge
Walsingham

Aldborough

Banham

Gaywood

Winfarthing

Reepham

Shipdham (Stock ant

cattle)
Harleston

Broomhill
Watton
Kenninghal
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Date

Thu after Whit week

Tue fortnight
Whitsun
Sat after Whit Sun

Mon fortnight after Whit
Sun
June 21

after

June 22
June 22
June 25
June 29
last Mon in June

July 5
July 7
July 10
July 18

Town/Village

New Buckenham
Holt

Fring
Northwold

Swaffham (Sheep Show)
Downham

Lynn (Cattle Fair)
Feltwell

Loddon

Gressenhall

Stoke Ferry
Hempnall

Date

Nov 22
Nov 25

Nov 30

Nov 30
first Wed
Nov
second Fri
Nov
second Tue
Nov

in

in

in

first Wed after

Nov 20

first Mon after

Nov 22
Dec 6

Dec 6
Dec 11

Important characteristics, such as sheep and lamb shows, stock and cattle sales or

even a cheese fair are noted. Mimfermationfor each fair can sometimes be found

by examining individual village entries in tldirectories for instance,the main

purpose of Weasenham Fair 2hJanuaryw a s

t o

s e 1®ISuch padigulsrs

et c.

are not always given, however; the individual entry for Cawston, for example, listed

as taking place oh February, does not mention the village fair.

Fairs werealways transient, lasting one day or perhaps two or tife@hen they

disappeared, leaving a bare, silent space of earth where so muchhaosisgctivity

had taken placeConcerned not so much with logadoduce, which was sold in the

weekly market andby the nineteenth century in local shops, they brought regional

and intefregional goods to parts of the country, whérey might otherwise be

unavailable®® The products were usually seasoiahops, cheese or wool, for

examplet?® This tradition was sii evident in a small number of fairs, particularly

U8 \villiam White, History, gazetteer and directory of Norfolk 1883 777.
119 Cameron;The English fairp. 1.

120 Addison English fairs and markets. 60.
6 T h e RoberbTattler ardcNmmanndgnéeds), nA companion to
Tudor Britain (Oxford, 2004) p. 334;Cameron,The English fairp. 147.

LAl an Dyer,
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urban ones, in the later part of the nineteenth century. Thus, in Norfolk in 1883 there

occurred a wool fair in Thetford in July

Table2 Trading in Norfolkfairs in 1883

Town/Village Specialty Month
Lynn Cattle April, November
Swaffham Sheep May, July, November
Watton Sheep July, September
Thetford Wool July
Thetford Lambs August
Cawston Sheep August
Hempton Sheep September
Harling Sheep September
Lynn Cheese October
Diss Cattle November
The timing of fairs was traditionally re

by the many Norfolk fairs held round about Easter (10) and Whitsun (12), although
surprisingly there are not any listed as Gtmas fairs. This may have been because
of difficulties of access caused by seasonal bad weather. Another compelling motive
was the seasons of the agricultural working year, and this led to a preference for
spring or autumn fairs in areas where a paktmanomy wa dominant. A glance at

Table 2will confirm that this idea was generally valid in Norfdf¥.

Further examination of trade directories leads to some interesting ré3istween

1839 and 1929 by far the most frequently occurring fairs wersetldealing with

122 Table 2 uses data from William WhiteHistory, gazetteer and directory of Norfolk 188%or
information on pastotaareas of Norfolk, seeVade Marti ns.,n matAYr i cul tu
centuryo6 i Davishrydus) Hiatorieahatlas of Norfolkp. 138.

123 The directories used werB:i got 6s di r e ct ¢Longdon,dl839)WoWhiftepHistory, 1 8 3 9
gazetteer and directory of Norfolk 1845. White, History, gazetteerand directory of
Norfolk, 1854 E. R. Kelly (ed), Post Office directory of Cambridgkire, Norfolk and
Suffolk[Part 2:Norfolk] (London, 1869)J. G HarrogdRoyal county directory of Norfolk with
Lowestoft in Suffolk]1877 (Norwich, 1877) W. White, History, gazetteer and directory of
Norfolk, 1883Ke |l | yds di r el896(bondonl896; Ko d fydilsk di rect or
1904 (London1904)y Ke |l | ybs di r ect @ongonl91f2) KNed rl fyodlsk dli 9 le2
Norfolk 1929(London1929).

Yy (
to
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cattle (260), whether on their own or with horses, sheep, other stock, cheese, toys,
pedlary or pleasure. Second to these were the pleasure fairs, which took place on
113 occasions, perhaps also involving cattle, pedlary or toys. Aganetsnes

linked with other trading elements, sheep fairs were also important, although to a

|l esser extent (72). The nomencl ature us
for instance, is presumably an-alhbracing term used to denote any livest@ged

for profit, but does this include cattle, sheep and horses? This type of fair occurred

57 times. It is significant that pleasure fairs were so frequent, even with trading

elements included.

Even though the main purpose of a fair might be buymyselling for profit, such a
concourse of people attracted itinerant entertainers, always on thedo&dr their

own business opportunities. They added an extra festive dimension to the fair and
gradually became an expected part of it. The importahtars as the answer to the
problems of distribution for lonrgdistance and international trade declined, however,
with the development of the railways and the improvement in road construction. It
might be thought thate importance of markets in thélage economy would have
causedhis decline earliethan the advent of transport improvementtowever, this

was not the case, because markets and fairs had differing emphases, and it is
important to stress these dissimilarities, existing from the Midkljes onwards.
Markets concentrated on trading local produeeywegularly (usually weeklyand
provided everyday necessities, while fairs, generally larger concerns altogether and
occurring much less frequently (annually or semnually), offered goalin bulk,
perhaps wool or provisions, for people to stock up for a seasbus as Addison

points outmar ket s wer e pr-scale [apdh faits yfor largscale s ma |
tradi*ngo.

As the trading and/or hiring constituents of the fair diminishedaglre interests
took their place, although buying and selling never disappeared completely. A small
concern could earn an honest penny by travelling from village to village in between

attending the big urban fairs, as in this description of an incidet54:

124 addison English fairs and markets. 60; CameronThe English fairpp. 1920.
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we made money at Kingds Lynn, and, what was b
in the Lincoln, Cambridge, Norfolk, and Suffolk district, while we were waiting for the great
Eastet i de fair at Nor wich. éong SDtton, a mare vileg; t o NoO
we did what is known in the profession as 6bl
road we put down a few seats and something in the shape of a ring, made up a few ef the old
fashioned greaspot lights with tallow ad rags for wicks, and announced a grand
performance. There was no charge to view the latter, as the ring was perfectly open, but we
charged a penny for all who wanted a seat. We presented a lively little programme of
juggling, ropewalking, trickriding, etc.
Profits were made by O&énobbingd (waping r
through the performance.
¢ we had quite a gala night in the village,
drinking fourale and smoking long pipes. The collectisas a very good one, too; in fact,
our bit of &éblank mouldingé quite paid expen
giving us an excellent advertiseméfr.
The constituents of the fair, intended to entertain the crowds, were diverse and
became evemore extravagant and flamboyant in design, often with elaborately
carved and gilded wagons and booth fronts. This flamboyance easaquencef
the improvement in road which enabled not only the bare necessibas also
increasingly heavier loade be transported. The sidbows, while subsidiary to the
main attractions of roundabouts and other rides, were-rsidging i theatrical
booths, circus, ghost shows (illusions), waxworks, freak shows, boxing/wrestling
challenges, the wild animal showsdam as menageries and at the turn of the
century bioscope show$® In the early part of our period, before the development of
mechanical attractions, sidbows were the main components of the falthough

rudimentary amusement rides existed, hand opemat horselriven.

Finding local descriptions of fairs is problematic. A vibrant description of St.
Barthol omewbés Fair in London by Wi lliam
All moveables of wonder, from all parts,

Are herei Albinos, painted Indiasy Dwarfs,

The Horse of knowledge, and the learned Pig,

6L or dod Ge cSevgrgy yéas a shewm@rondon, 1966)pp. 135 137.

126 Eventually the circus and the menagerie joined forces, becoming one entity and touring yeparatel
from the fair. Rodney N. Mansegircus. The development and significance of the circus,
past, present and futu(@lackburn, 1987)p. 108.
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The Stoneeater, the man that swallows fire,

Giants, Ventriloquists, the Invisible Girl,

The Bust that speaks and moves its goggling eyes,

The Waxwork, Clockwork, all the marvellous craft

Of modern Merlins, Wild Beasts, Puppstows,

All out-o*-the-way, farfetched, perverted things,

All freaks of nature, all Promethean thoughts

Of man, his dulness, madness, and their feats

All jumbled up together, to compose

A Parliament of Monster$?’
Needless to say, the smaller fairs visiting Norfolk villages could not present such a
huge range of novelties. Wordsworth nevertheless gives a good idea of the type of

sideshow generally to be expected in the mideteenth century.

One sideshow, the theaical booth, was important in that it brought English drama
to the countryside, although it must be acknowledged that it was found more
frequently in large urban fairs. As the entertainment aspect of fairs began to
predominate, extra booths were setapaouse performances and exhibitions. These
were often of a sensational natiirreak shows or displays of prizefighting.

Surprisingly unlike their American counterparts, British freak shows have largely

been ignored by historians. In fact the oty books on the subject to date were
published relatively recently in Amerid&® For centuries people have often regarded
with interest, wonder or horror those wh
of normality. Those considered different hdnaal difficulty in finding employment,

and some were forced by circumstances to exhibit themselves. For others, however,
l'ife as a O6fr eakd -confidercarand emnanicipaton fgoenbeing t h e m
odi fferento. I n ad dengendered by liging harmicwes oro f K i
fair among others similarly handicapped, banishing social exclusion and inequality,

and frequently this lifestyle brought financial independence and even celebrity. The

avoidance of research on this topic may be duést@rovocative and even now

27 \illiam Wordsworth, The prelude.Book 7, lines 706718, published posthumously in 1850his
fair was suppessed in 1855 because it smtea 6 mo r a | \Walfdrd, Raits ipastnadd
present pp. 240242.

128\, Willson Disher,Fairs, circuses and music halls, 33.

129 Marlene Tromp(ed), Victorian freaks. The social context of freakery in Britgi@olumbus,
2008); Nadja Durbach Spectacle of deformityfreak shows and modern British culture.
(Berkeley 2009.

61



Traditional leisure and its critics

contentious nature. It presents challenging or disturbing images, and there is the
possibility of accusations of potenti al
60freak showdé have many of f arg gmplicatigns, nega't
which make them difficult to use objectivef}f. Even so, this lack of investigation is
remarkable, given the social questions raised by the mere existence of freak shows,
societyos varying attitudes t d \ardisted s t he
performing throughout England, not only in fairs but also theatres, music halls, shop
fronts and penny gaffS® In the first half of the twentieth century, as social attitudes

to deformity and disability changed and became more compassionaée pgned

against previously favoured freak shows. These were now judged to be exploitation
masquerading as entertainment, and their popularity wahedonethelessni some

cases these performances lasted well into the twentieth century, in spiteiofesd y 6 s

general disapprobation of the spectacle of deforfiity.

Evidence of specific freak shows is difficult to find, apart from those of high profile
characters such as General Tom Thumb (Charles Strattor18838 an American

midget who toured extensivey i n Britain), the AEI epha
18621890, an English man with severe deformities, exhibited as a human curiosity)

and thefiworld's Ugliest Womad (Mary Ann Bevan 1874933, an English woman

who, developing acromegaly, a disease causingre disfigurement, decided to

exhibit herself in order to support her familyj. Freak shows were, however, so
established as a O6normal é part of every

were seen in all the villages visited by fairs.

Fairgraund boxing and wrestling contests were similarly popular. They had started
in the seventeenth century appealing to all classes and although later unpopular with

the upper classes were still favoured by the workers during the Victorian era,

130 This attitule is discussed in Jocelyn Dot al), Buried in the footnotes: the representation of
disabled people in museum and gallery collectiirmicester, 2004)p. 19, andJonathan
Tooke Hiddenh st ori es: di scovering di s abNokwich,y i n No
2006) pp. 10, 12, 17.

131 hitps://lwww.sheffield.ac.uk/nfa/researchandarticles/freakshows

132 http:/Avww.vam.ac.uk/content/artictéd/developmenof-circusacts/

133 http:/Avww. fairgroundheritage.org.uk/newsite/learn/leaineaks. html

134 http:/Mvww.vam.ac.uk/content/articles/t/tethumby Frederick TrevesThe elephant man and other
reminiscencegLondon, 1923)p. 16;World's Fair, 30 December 1933;
http://phreeque.tripod.com/mary_ann_bevans.html.
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reaching theizenith of popularity in the 186338> The English boxing champion,
Jem Mace (1831910), born in Beeston in Norfolk, served his apprenticeship as a
bareknuckle pugilist in fairground boxing booths. Becoming for a short time a
circus proprietor in his owright, he gave exhibitions of boxing in his own and other
touring circuse$>® His cousin and constant companion, Pooley Mace (183%),

was also a skilled pugilist and was the victor in at least two public-pgizts in the

Ki ngos Lynn a repated inwtieNocfdlk Ctwenicle and Norwich
Gazette”*” The success of boxing boottlemonstrates the allure of spectacle of any
kind, whether on the fairground or elsewh&fe. The magnetism of something

unusual was of course also a facet of freak showsageries and circuses.

Decline of fairs
Comparison of data from several directories shows that the number of fairs gradually
decreased oveyur periodof interest as is demonstrated in theapson page$4-66.
Although using different directories callnto question the matter of consistency in
the statistics, there is nevertheless no doubt abougrddualtrend towards fewer
fairs appearing on village greens or other venues throughout the ¢duiihy did
this decline happen? It was certainly notifference on the part of potential
cust omer s, as demonstrated by a young p
village of Terrington St. Clement in 1930:
one night there was a fair in the village. | was longing to see it at night, with thedigthe

roundabouts, and to hear the especially noisy
that nightos ¥isit to the little fair.

135 https:/lwww.sheffield.ac.uk/nfa/researchandarticles/boxingbooth

130 http://jemmacelifehistory.co.uk

137 Norfolk Chronicle and Norwich Gazefté Po o | ey Skptenebér 1854. 6,6 Lynnd 16
Sepgember 186%. 6, Mackie (comp.),Norfolk annals pp.138, 150.

138 The attraction of an extraordinary event was particularly evident at the execution in Norwich of
Samuel Yarham for murder in April 1846, when between 20,000 and 30,000 people from the
city and the surrounding countryside gathered on Castle Hill to witness the event. A fair set
up to take advantage of the crowds was very successéfEx ec ut i on of Samuel
Norfolk Chronicle and Norwich Gazette3 April 1846, [p. 2].

139 0Other venuesar evi denced by the name 6Fairsteadd, whi.
Norfolk. Examples also exist in Bolton in Lancashire, Chelmsford in Essex and Newmarket
in Suffolk. This O6proofd should be as@pproach:e
mean O6a fair or pl el&a3elowt pl aceb. See also no

“'Norfol k Feder at i o nwitlhirfliving/menony(9932), p.6G t i t ut e s,
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She anticipated an evening of fun and frolic and was not disappointed. Further
evidence of the popularity of ruréhirs is revealed in contemporary photographs,
showing crowds ffairgoers in the countrysidé?

Geographical spread of fairs operating in Norfolk, accordirigréamcis WhiteHistory, gazetteer and
directory of Norfolk 1854.

141 A good selection of photographs can be found in Gordon WiAteguntry camera 1844914
(Harmondsworth1973), pp. 883.
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Geographical spread of fairs operating in Norfolk, according®! | yds di r e c88 o

Geographical spread of fairs operating in Norfolk, accordingél | yds directo
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