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ABSTRACT

Studies of social complexiincreasingly recognizéhe role of maritime communities in
the development of large sociopolitical systems. The Central Andes present an ideal region for
understanding maritime aspectsaotientsocial complexity, due to one of the most productive
sea biomasses in the world. In this study | investigate Samanaoci@mt seaside town, and its
contribution to urban transformations along the N@#mtral coast of Peru during the riit}
millennium BCE. | consult a theoretical framework of performance and its influence on
community organization asfeamework foranalyzing sociopolitical development.

Mapping and excavaticat Samanco documented a densely occupied settlement
Materials recovered imply that ancient Samanco was a community of low status inhabitants
focused on dayo-day subsistence and tradéne discoery of animal enclosures, diverse
cultigens, primarily domestic ceramics, and most importantly a dense array of marine goods
support the inference of an early urban town centered on food production. | argue that trade to
inland residential centersof Samsan 6 s vast food products, I|ikely
caravans, played an important part in early urban political economy and the overall success of
the community.

Daily interactions, seen as culturally important performarmesnotedsubsistence
industry as a site identityRatios at the heart of neighborhood compounds served as venues for
learning, socialization, anmtbmmunal interactions which shaped and negotiated Samanco
society.Neighborhood compounds were built and materialized in a way thatasized
exclusion and autononmgmongvarious ceresident groups livingh separate compounds
Limited social hierarchies were enacted through public performances inside monumental plazas.
Resultsbring new insights into social complexity, arguing for fspate urban societies which

challenge ne@volutionary ideas of state formatiorhe results also advocate exploration of past



experiences and communal interactiassa way obringing humans back to the forefront of
archaeological inquiry.

This thesis ao advocateapproaching sites as biographies by detailing vasdgas
performanceat Samancaopto the presenOne exampléncludes sitee-use for tombs during
the 18" century CEascribed ta performance adncestor veneratioassociated with siteiins,
The thesislsoanalyze contemporary engagements wdha ma naccha@aogical heritage
understand how local Andean communities experience and perform with archaeologicél ruins
argue that local communitie®nceive of sites as dangerous bsbdbrtuitous places
inseparable from theural and mysticahndean landscapeommanding a performance of
respectMoreover interactionswith archaeological sitesnd the stories told about there
integral in the construction of rural mestizo idensiti€hese results emphasize the importance of

collaboration and the promotion of local knowledg@rchaeological research
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CHAPTER 1
PRELUDE TO PERFORMANCE AND ARCHAEOLOGY AT SAMANCO

What caused humans to gravitate towsgdentaryife? In the Central Andes,
civilization, or complex society, emerged over three millennia irtivelésolation. Because of
one of the richest sea biomasses in the world, Andean civilizaisrbuilt in large pamn
maritime societies and resourc¥gt the relationship between maritime communities and urban
transformations remainsderexplored My research addresses this situation through a case
study at the archaeological complex of Samantargeresidential complex located in the
Nepefa river vallepf North-Central Peru.

The archaeological site of Samanco dates to thelfhidillennium BCE,and is
comprised of a number of stomalled multiroom enclosures associated with settlement
nucleation and urban transformations. | approach the archaeology of Samanco through a
performance standpoint, because socially constructed interactions andrecggewere key to
the formation, negotiation, and maintenance of early urban sociopolitical organization. This
thesisis also dedicated to the exploration and analysis of contemporary engagement with

Samancobs archaeol ogi cal past.

1.1 Theoretical Framewak

Two key terms which will recur throughout are performance and community. Each term has
been approached in different ways, requiring a definition for their usagg study The
melding ofcommunal performangerovidesa critical avenu¢o understandingncient Samanco
societyand rising social complexity first describe approaches to performance in the

reconstruction and analysis of the ancient past, and then provide a theoretical framework for how
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performance can be used as a tool for investigabngeenporary relationships with the
archaeological past.

The first term | would like to expound upon is the concept of community as approached
atthe sitd e v e | in archaeology. Archaeol ogists have
anaggregatonf spatial and materi al artifacts, as b
dynamic concept that entails specific types of social organization (Yaeger and Canuto 2000: 9).
Early anthropological theories of community emphasize the organic, structural existen
community through common interactions and experiences by groups of individuals or
households (Arensburg 1961; Murdock 1949). For instance, Murdock (1949: 7) defines the
community simply as fAthe maxi mal -tpfaceup of per
interactiono. Arensburg (1961: 248; see al so
pluralizing community as multiple social units, or parts, of social organization and transmission
within society and culture, the whole. In a similar vé\fglf (1956) sees communities as parts of
a broader whole, but emphasizes broader duistorical events as having particular
ramifications for community development and organization.

The significance these early concepts of community have for undersigretformance
and ancient life at Samanco are midid. For instance, these studies emphasizgresence
and interaction, what | further conceptualize as performance, as lying at the heart of social make
up. While not all forms of community require @galcepr esence (e. g. , At he a
communityo) or myriad forms of i magined commu
form of social organization at Samanco would have been contingent upon frequent interactions

amonglarge numbers of individals (see Ingold 2000).
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Urbarism, contextualized for the Andes in Chapter 3, is preliminarily defined here as
large habitations with permanent, mg@nerational, and centrally planned residential precincts
whose material remains suggest intense domesgicin urban contextsesidentiacommunities
can be thought of as neighborhoods and / or districts (Smith 2010). While neighborhoods can be
extant in almost any communal context, districts are more formal and specialized communities
specific to urban autexts. At Samanco, urban-por e sence i s materialized
compound sectors comprising hundreds of structures clustered into patio gitweifes/out,
central planning, and dense occupation of the settlement are clearly urban | woaldar
t heorizations of Samanco community should be
scale as a town, as an intermediary between other scales of community organization such as
village or city.

Community, once thought of as an omnipresemthanging element of social
organization, is now seen as constantly in flux through agency and praetiged&initions of
community present some structufahctionalist related concerns raised through later
theorizations. For instance, as Yaeger aadu@o (2000) point out, communities are socially
constituted and therefore are not a static, precluded element of social organization. Rather,
communities are constantly-edgfirmed and transformed through individual action (Bourdieu
1977; Giddens 1984; Wieke 2007). | still see the most basic element of community as a
biologically necessary component of humanity as social creatures (see also Isbell 2000: 243),
which is therefore constantly extant in some form, most notably at the immediate kin level.
Howe\er, the type of community | intend to investigate at Samanco is that of a complex society,
exploring complicated aspects such as urbanization, neighborhood, district, and polity which are

culturally (re)produced and transformed through communal promatiduliaplay. These
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gualities are essential to the reification of social ties beyond the kin level (Inomata 2006a: 805).
Eventually, community also becomes a contradictory way to legitimate power, social difference,
and class asymmetries (DeMarraisal. 1996: 31). | address community at Samanco through an
interactional, practicbased (Bourdieu 1977) approach emphasizing the materialization of
performance.

Performance is the key term which defines the framework employed in this dissertation.
The central plee wherein community is realized is the realm of culturally influenced interactions
and experiences, or performances. The term performance is encountered in association with very
different contexts, from referencing theatrical events to measures of pvigietg., s/he
performed the task well). The ambiguous natur
theorization of the term (e.g., Butler 1993; Geertz 1973; Goffman 1967; Hodder 2006; Houston
2006; Hymes 1975; Kaprow 1959; Inomata 2006; Inomata aheIC2006; Kapchan 1995;
Schechner 1988; Schieffelin 1985; Turner 198 ¢hoose a standpoint of performance which is
definedby Kapchan (1995: 479 s f a e s t h gdttérrs of pehaviort ways efspeaking,
manners of bodily comportmenthose repetions situate actors in time and space, structuring
individualandgpup i dentitieso. This is a broad defini

diverse usages of performance | explore in this dissertation.

1.2 Archaeologies oPerformance and theAncient Past

As Triadan (2006: 160) points out, ritual has long been at the focus of archaeological
inquiry, but discussions of ritual have tended to overlook theatrical, or performative qualities of
rituals and other social events. Recent advances in arogasdithought have sought ¢éxplain

these important aspects of social life through an archaeology of performance. The most central
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point of debate within what performance is derives from a dichotomy between emphases of
performance as daily lifeononethad, and perf ormance as heighten
the other. Schechner (1988: 290) refers to th
which differ in regard to time, space, and event, and the degrees to which performances involve
theatri@lity and narrativity. There has been a profound difficulty in reconciling the different
magnitudes of performance. Turner (1980, 1982, 1987) attempted to unify the various

magnitudes, or genres of performance throughout his career by focusing on tha&tjinan

transformative properties inherent to all types of performances. Yet, the transformative power of
performance appears to be one of many, including discipline (Hodder 2006), technology (Skibo

and Schiffer 2008), authority (Inomata 2006a, 2006ke2d2006; Swenson 2011), and

entertainment (Houston 2006) among others.

Archaeologists have mainly considered ritual paraphernalia, public spaces, iconography,
and other remains which directly link to public encounters. In my view, a similar approach can
be taken to consider more domestic, or mundane remains and their ability to reflect varying
patterns of social lifeAn archaeology of performance in daily life is applied in the Samanco
case study.

Theorists focusing on daily theater see performance assdant force within minds and
bodies, and that human beings are constantly
ritual so (Goffman 1967: 3). Artist All an Kapr
events as fiHapp e nrethgnsos meahirigfal and impartant nranifestatioas of
culture and life. Archaeologically speaking, this type of performance would be materialized in
domestic materials which in this case form the bulk of materials encountéeréd.are

numerous potentidypes of happenings, or daily performances, which are possible. Namely,
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investigating where site inhabitants may have spent most of their time, as well as the levels of
social control on daily life, are factors which are explored at Sam@&ases of dayl

performance theorizations in archaeology are rare (e.g., Hodder 2006; Ingold 2000; Leghtfoot
al.1998; Skibo and Schiffer 2008), but provide considerable utility for discussing daily life at
Samanco.

Al t hough not speci fi ca,lLightfootdtialdl®3Bsasgeedoraa s 0 p e
practicebasedBourdieu 1977)contextual approach to thechaeologyf daily life. They
highlight the need for contextual analysis, such as spatial organization, the built environment,
and provenience as opposeduaat is seen as a bias toward artifact frequdrased approaches
to household archaeological analysis (Lightfebal. 1998: 201202). Moore (2005: 179, 210)
points out a similar case in Andean household archaedtteprovides a reviewf household
studies whichhave tended to negleadal aspects of the housmnsidering the house as a
passive element reflective of economic product®@at her Moor e has argued f
s o c i (leevi $trauss 1983Inodel of Andean social organization, especiatiythe North Coast
of Peru (Moore 2005t81). Samanco excavations, therefore, focused on the [fioukes case
the neighborhood compountd) evaluate the extent of its effect on sociopolitical life.

The house is often the nexus of daily activitigold (2000) has proposed the concept of
the taskscaper thearray of social activitiegp archaeologists for understanding kghly
socialaspects of daily taskiigold (2000: 323) suggests that r@astern quotidian lifeways do
not separate social lifeom work or production lifeFrom this perspective, the workplace
becomes the chieontextwhere community is negotiatellnalyses of workplace performance
are a key theme of this studynd consider questions of specialization, knowledge, experience,

andgroupmakerp i nvolved in Samancods taskscapes
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Al ong similar |ines, Skibo and Sahi ffer (2
technol ogyo framework for understanding relat
For them, recent agendasel frameworks, including performance, have allowed for a
refinement of their seminal but edtiticized (e.g., Dobres 2001; Hodder 1986; Hodder and
Hut son 2003) nAbehavi etralb75)aIkibolaadeSoniffer (PY0B: 143)s e e Re
attempt to recarile behavioral archaeology with contemporary theoretical concerns through the
argument that technology and utilitarian activities are a cHmsed performance which binds
different members of a community together in culturally specific contexts. Qahtdif/ariables
found in the archaeological record are referred to as performance characteristics used to map
behavioral histories. As a result, technological performances form the foundations of society, and
are materialized in the making, usage, andadisad , or dAl i fe historyo of «
Schiffer 2008: 22)Using the Samanco datiinvestigate material life histories associated with
daily life by first analyzing refuse provenience associated with discard, then correlating contexts
of making andusage. This providea basis for understanding daily life associated with
subsistence and productioelated activitiesgategorized later asommunal performances of
industry,as anintegraltype of performance involved with community organiza@ébi$ananco
and in the ancient Andes more broadly

Performance and archaeology has further developed throughdited volume put forth
by Inomata and Coben (2006). In the volume, Hodder (2006: 85) theorizes important aspects of
daily social life, arguingthgi er f or mance i s fAa di mension of act
communicationéboth meaningf ul and practical,
of open monumental space at the dense, residential §&ahoyik(74006000 BCE) in

Anatoliaas an indicator of the importance of daily performaase he at er , or Amicro
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(Hodder 2006: 98) in complex societies. Hodder sees the spatial arrangement and material usage
of residential structures @atalhdyikas reflecting a political, disdiping power used to create
docile bodies in small residencé®uses and residential performances in this aese
symbolically linked to ancestors, animals, and myths through powerful domestic interactions.
Hodder 6s asserti on o hingpsrfonpande goes ageenat nontdsigen u nder p
approaches which performance theory relies on (see Schieffelin Fa85)stancemeaning
can be seen as fluainongdifferent contexts, as well as the assertion that symbolic meaning lies
beyond reachofarehe ol ogydés empi ri cal repertoire (See |
on contextual data to reconstruct ancient performance at Samanco, with limited reference to
possible symbolic meanings.

The perceived downplay of interactions in monumental spaedevation of
performance in daily life as socially equal to public encouniedisputed by other
archaeologists (Houston 2006; Inomata 2006a, 2006b; Inomata and Coben 2006). For instance,
Inomata and Coben (2006: 21) see the focus on symbolic mdaetimgl performance as
overlooking differences in the scale and form of events whose contexts are more important than
underlying symbolism. In other words, public spectacles arees&lént as important events
given their extraordinary properties when camga to mundane contexts. | am in general
agreement with this standpoint, and emphasize the different forms and scales of performance at
Samanco, namely residential versus public activities manifested in household patios and large
plazas. However, | do regnize the potential blurringmongcontexts (Hodder 2006: 98), as
marked dichotomies between domestic, or private, and monumental, or public archaeological

contexts impose certain biases (Nash 2009: 206). In the case of Samanco in particular, communal
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paios served as dynamic spaces that could house extraordinary as well as mundane social
events

Another useful case study which shapes the stindyoverall methodologgt Samanco is
l nomat ads (2006a, 2006 b-P00 &H) publig gerfiomance.fHe &duass s i ¢
that looselyaligned polities created, maintained, and transformed communal relations through
large theatrical events such as festivals and feasts. The contextual importance of scale, such as
bodily copresenceamonglarge numbers of redeénts and their political rulers created an arena
where political and social ties could be resisted andfaffiened. For Inomata (2006b: 213)
public events hosting suprahousehold communities previously divided at the kin level tied them
together with Mga polity affiliation. | argue that a very similar situation is in effect at Samanco,
where innovative ways of life associated with large residential compounds would have
necessitated communal activities for negotiating a common ideftigge events welmmsed
heavily on the exchange of food and drink. Commensality, or the politics of hosting and gift
giving (see Dietler 1996), provide a theoretical framework for exploring public feasts and their
sociopolitical outcome®Based on the Samanco data, pubhcounters may have been one of
the few times when limited hierarchies were vied for and / or materialized.

In a similar vein, Houston (2006), Smith (2006) and Moore (2006) highlight the analysis
of emotional experiences as a heuristic tool for understgnliblic performance and ancient
societies. Smith (2006) and Houston (2006) emphasize sbsisad public events, or spectacles,
which Houston (2006: 138 39) descr i bes as fimarkedod behavio
from daily encounters (seesal Beeman 1993). Houston (2006: 4411) argues through
epigraphic, ethnohistorical, and archaeological references that the ancient Maya culturally valued

sight, and that other sensual interactions such as dance and music were framed around the visual
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expeience through what could be seen as stagecraft. For him, markedness of Classic Maya
spectacles created emotiosahnectiondetween society and divine beings who were sculpted
into surrounding architecture and embodied by performers. The true impasfahese events
is to entertain in Houst@s (2006: 136)view, but also fall in with the notion that spectacles of
high scale and energy negotiate different levels of society than do daily encolimers.
connection of common experiences and emotionsrfonpeance forms the central
methodological tool used to evaluate Samanco daily life in Chapter 6

Andeanist Jerry Moore provides a large comparative soamdgén many ways has
pioneered the study of performance in the ancient Andes (1995, 1996a, 18@&%Q05,
2006). Like Houston (2006; see also Houston and Taube 2000), Moore (2005, 20#glhas
with the issue of recreating ancient human experience involved with public performance. Moore
(2005: 5, 2006: 448) recognizes the difficulty of empiridgimeasuring experience, especially
nontWestern contexts devoid of writing systems such as the ancient Andes. However, he argues
that partial answers and interpretations are better than ignoring the importance of ancient
experience to archaeologists comest with social life. For Moore (2005:43, the built
environment provides the best bridge in the material record to correlate ancient experiences with
types of sociopolitical organization. Actions and experiences can be empirically recorded
t hr ougehmifigpg @ x( Hal | 1959, 1966, 1968) which 1is
interactions reflected in the built environment. Moore has used proxemics involved with
viewshed, sound, and motion to discuss different types of ancient Andean monumental
architectue (Moore 1996a, 1996b, 2005). Moore (2005436 also illustrates how sound
transference and spacing between households may be an indicator of social conflict or cohesion

within different communities. In Chapter&review of experienebased methodologs is
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given.| use experiencbased variables especiaflight, sound, taste, and motion to better
understand the experience of Samanco daily life, which is then correlated to sociopolitical
organization.

Because performance is ultimately a social phenomemecognizing performance in the
archaeological record can be difficult. Archaeologies of phenomenology (see Tilley 1997) more
recently developed into sensual archaeologies (see Skeates 2010, 2011; Day 2013) form the main
analytical tools used to conceptize performance at Samanco. By breaking down
archaeological data into perceptual variables, a detailed picture of Samanco dalily life is
presented which characterizes the early urban maritime experience. Ultimately, | propose that
residential activitieat Samanco rely on the experience of communal exclusivity associated with
distinct neighborhoods to maintain and reproduce pudban social identities. | also argue that
the sea and a cultural association with industry are key aspects to SamancoHogieter, as
Moore and others (e.g., Classen 1997, 1999) point out, biases and limitations of the researcher
need to be acknowledged when recreating past experiences. To this end, the following section

problematizes modern performance with the archaeabpast.

1.3 PerformanceArchaeology: Perceiving andReconstructing thePast

AiThe past is no longer seen as a monolithic, undifferentiatedwathgs which meaning is self

evident. Rather the past is a source of ddtizh is gathered and interpretectaaling to he

purpose of the archaeologisto (Pearson and Th
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If we are to accept that performance is a critical awareness of actions and perceptions that
shape our lives, as the above quote suggests, then one could argue that doinipgydbaen
itself, a performance of sorts. Indeed, Kapchan (1995: 500) highlights the blurred genres between
studi er aThrdugtsthe @xeriende: of hightened aesthetic expression, artists, actors,
ethnographers, and analysts enter into dialegtlethe pastperforming their parts in cultural
scriptswherein emergence tracks the future ( e mphasi s mine). Therefore
as archaeologists, create our cultural scripts are clearly culturally embodied and deserve proper
critical anaysis (see Hodder 2000). These cultural scripts can be similar or quite different from
other engagements with the archaeological past by different stakeholders. Pearson and Thomas
(2000:133135) echo this notion, assaitcallyawgredf hat At
ways in which the past is represented and reconstructed.

As a study which deals with the myriad ways in which performance and archaacdogy
entangled| explore reflexive ways archaeologists engage with the past, focusing onhiegtearc
Samanco. | also engage members within the modern community of Samanco to complement my
presentation of the ancient past with local perceptions of archaeological sites which litter the
Peruvian landscape and are routinely experienced in everyddwn I@dapter 7, | provide more
theoretical background on public archaeology and performance, especially as they pertain to
Andean identities.

The types of information | evaluate look more at how archaeological sites are viewed in
| ocal p e o p | r&th@rsthardcancdptg of tultuvakpatrimoMyth and folklore shape
the ways in which local people perceive archaeolbgygue that archaeological sites around
Samanco are viewed synonymously with the natural landscape, which dictates the way people

interact with sites. Sites are viewed as places of powerful but unpredictable energies associated
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with ancient ancestors, which command offering and respect more so than conservation. Finally,
sites like Samanco are integrally linked to ru@hinpesinadentities in opposition téhose of
cosmopolitan urbanites, because of their place in the natural landscape. The reflexive and
anthropological analysis hopefully provides a more holistic presentation which advances the

knowledge of heritage and Andean prehistory

1.4 Outline of Dissertation

The current chapter has framed the theoretical focus of the thesis, an archaeology of
performance, to investigate urbanization and maritime society at Samanco, coastal Peru. Chapter
2 provides a historical backdrop to thedst, focusing on Formative events from the Initial
Period (1606800 BCE) leading up to urbdaransformation®f the Andean coast during the
Early Horizon (806100 BCE). In Chapter 3, background information is provided on the Nepefia
Valley, its history of esearch, and the placement of Samanco within Early Horizon Nepefia
studies. Chapter 4 begins by providing the objectives of Samanco field research, followed by a
presentation of mapping and excavation results. Chapter 5 follows by presenting material data
results such as ceramics, food remains, tools, and other aspects of daily material Thiure
dataset created from Chapters 4 and 5 are contextualized in tegnosipfexperiences
Chapter 6, used to create a picture of ancient performance andfdaily Chapter 7,
contemporary engagement with the Samanco ruins is discussed. Finally, Chapter 8 provides a

summary of the dissertation and outlines conclusions made and future research to be undertaken.
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1.5 ProjectGoals

To summarize, the aim of thissdertation is to explore coastal Andean life through an
archaeology of performance. With the site of Samanco as my case study, this contribution sheds
new light on three main topics. 1) The dissertation advances performance theory through
archaeological@se study, namely as it relates to the performance of daily life. 2) It refines
current understandings of Andean prehistory and early urban maritime societies through the
excavation of a Formative town. 3) The work critically assesses relationships between
archaeology, archaeologists, and modern communities which contributes to a more inclusive and

informed research process.
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CHAPTER 2
THE COASTAL ANDESDURING THE FORMATIVE PERIOD (1600-1 BCE): FROM
PILGRIMAGE MONUMENTS TO EARLY URBAN ENCLOSURES

The coastahndes (Figure 2.1) are one of the most arid regions in the world, receiving
negligible amounts of rainfall due to the cold Humboldt Current which sweeps northward from
Antarctica éongthe Andean shoreline. However, millions of cubic meters of rivett debi
descending from glacial lakes (see Robinson 1964; Sandweiss 2008; Vidal 1987; Wilson 1988)
allows for extensive irrigation agriculture within valley oases such as Nepefia (Figure 2.2). More
importanttothisstudygi ven Samanco6s <hesaashiordass cteaied hylthe, |1 s t
Humbol dt Currentdés upwelling of cold water, a
(Chavezet al.2008: 95). Unless disturbed via periodic disruptions in cold water upwelling (El
Nifio Southern Oscillation, or ENSQJ)pastal Andean conditions create a completely unique and
bountiful biomass for humans to exploit. The fruitful relationship between fishing and
agriculture facilitated the development of complex society throughout the Andean coast
(Moseley 1975), resultinip monumental ceremonial centers and, by the thelfidillennium
BCE, urban transformations and settlement nucleation associated with monumental enclosures
seen at Samanco. In this study | focus on performance and community organization associated
with the shift from temple complexes to dense putoan settlements.

Samanco dates to the ml# millennium BCE (Table 2.1), toward the end of what is
referred to as the Formative epoch (Lumbreras 1974; Kaulicke 2010) encompassing the Initial
Period (1606800 BCE) and Early Horizon (86200 BCE) in the Central Andes (Rowe 1962).

The beginning of the Formative Period in the coastal Andes is generally associated with the

introduction of ceramics to the region, coinciding with an intensification of agricufitaetices
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and introduction of animal domesticates. By the end of the Formative Period, referred to here as
the Early Horizon, coastal societies began to transition toward what | call endbasac
societies within expansive stomalled compounds. Theomplex spatial layout and innovative
lifeways associated with these enclosure compounds form the archaeological basis for this study.

The region of focus is an area of coastal desert comprising numerous river valleys
generally located between the modetiesiof Lima, to the south, and Chiclayo, to the north,
encompassing an approximate area of 600km. These river valleys are bordered by the Pacific
Ocean to the west, and the base of the Andes Mountains to the east. Although | focus on coastal
developmentdrequent mention will be made to developments in the NGahtral Andean
highlands, namely the iconic Formative site Chavin de Huantar.

During the Early and Middle Formative, or Initial Period (180D BC), coastal
settlements throughout the North aneh@al Andean coast are characterized by massive
ceremonial centers comprised of platform mounds fronting open plazas and circular sunken
courts (Figure 2.3), with interior galleries on mottogs (Figure 2.4). Antecedents of mound
plaza ceremonial centetan be traced back to the Late Archaic or Cotton Preceramic-(2500
1600 BCE), where monumental architecture appears nearly a millennium before the proliferation
of ceramic use. Initial Period coastal centers have received significant attention in Andean
studies (e.g., Burger and Sala&urger 1991, 1998; Conklin 1982; Dillehay 2004; Elera 1998;
Fuchs 2011; Fun®ineda 1988; Grieder 1975; Ikehara and Shibata 2008; Larco Hoyle 1945;
Moore 1996a; Nesbitt 2010; Pleasants 2009; Pozorski 1980; Pozorski anskP®2@8, 1987,
2005, 2006; Ravines 1985; Ravines and Isbell 1976; Shibata 2010; Tello 1943; Williams 1985).
Meanwhile, coastal events of the first millennium BCE, during the Early Horizor1(@00

BCE), have remained a lower priority of research (exceptioclude Brennan 1978, 1980, 1982;
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Chicoine 2006a; 2006b, 2010a, 2010b, 2011a, 2011b; Chicoine and Ikehara 2010; Daggett 1984,
1987; lkehara and Chicoine 2011; Pozorski and Pozorski 1987; Warner 2010; Wilson 1988).
This situation is likely due, in pai the less monumental quality of enclosure compounds in
comparison to their earlier mowmtaza complex counterparts. In addition, Early Horizon
enclosures bear an uncanny resemblance to much later enclosure centers associated with coastal
societies fromhe 9" century CE onwards (see Moore 2003), leading to their frequent mistaken
chronological placement (e.g., Proulx 1968; Warner 2010: 541). Because of the weight of
Formative Period research toward earlier monumental centers, important comparative
information exists to compare earlier performance and community patterns which shaped later
developments seen at Samanco.

The Formative historical review leads up to a fundamental question which is addressed in
the Samanco research: How did Andean maritimedtmlds transform into early urban
communities, and what effect did this transformation have on social and political life? Moreover,

how did household activities and daily performances contribute to this transformation?

2.1 Public Life, Pilgrimage, and Intial Period Ceremonial Centers

Social and political life during the Initial Period historically impacts what is aten
succeeding dense residential centers like Samamhast communities during the Initial Period
are organized around dispersed, small legsnlith corporate labor focused on monumental
architecture utilized for periodic communal performances in a pilgridiegéashion. This
dispersed, pilgrimagkke community arrangement differs from societies such as Samanco of the
coming centuries, matialized through agglomerated enclosures replacing monumental temples.

Most scholarly study on coastal Initial Period sites has focused on the aforementioned large,
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ceremonial architecture which typifies early Andean complex soc{stesBurger 1992)
Investigations have centered on construction sequences and labor input (e.g., Conklin 1982;
Fuchs 2011; Patterson 1985; Pozorski 1980; Pozorski and Pozorski 2005), as well as trait
similarities (e.g., Grieder 1975; Williams 1985) of motpidza complexes. Aalyses are
focused on chronology, degrees of sociopolitical centralization, and regional influence. There has
also been an emphasis on the ways in which these monumental centers were used and
experienced (Burger and SalaBarrger 1998; Dillehay 2004; Ikara and Shibata 2008; Moore
1996a, 2005) which directinfluencethe Samanco study.

Initial Period monumental centers share a number of common characteristics. The first
includes a site nucleus comprising a large platform mound (ranging from 10 tohao/@Stm
in height), fronting an open space sometimes surrounded by lower platform wings in a general
U-shape (Figure 2.3). The sites are located in open valley floors, and are generally laid out on a
central axis facing northeast, or-uglley. The tops fothe principal mounds are accessed by
single, ornate staircases and contain varying numbers of finely crafted interior galleries (Figure
2.4). These interior galleries and mound facades are the focus of public art, containing variations
of polychrome supmatural and anthropomorphic representations (Figure 2.5). Rarely does a
single site dominate an entire region. Rather numerous centers are located throughout lower and
middle valley margins.

Initial Period mouneplaza complexes are attributed to a nundfetifferent cultures or
styles, including Manchay on the Central Coast surrounding Lima (e.g., Burger and-Salazar
Burger 1991, 1998, 2008; Chevalier 2002; Ravines and Isbell 1976; Scheele 1970; Williams
1985), the Sechin in the Casma river valley vici(gty., Fuch®t al.2011; Fung and Williams

1977; Grieder 1975; Pozorski and Pozorski 1987, 2005, 2006; Samanhegb985), and the
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Cupisnique on the North codstg., Billman 1996, 2001; BienshawZumstein 2013; Elera
1998; Larco Hoyle 1945, 194Blesbhittet al.2010; Pleasants 2009; Pozorski 1980, 1983;
Tellenbach 1986; Willey 1945). Manchay sites most clearly exhibit tekdped temple design.
Burger and SalazaBurger (1991: 294) suggest that communities utilizing these temples were
likely autoromous and relativelgonstratified with more of a religious than political function in
society (see also Burger and Gordon 1998: 1104; Burger and SBlazgr 1998). In Casma,
Sechin sites dwarfed other centers, some of which were the largestadarcostructions in
the Americas during thé"®millennium BCE. Here, ceremonial architecture emphasizes scale,
with decorated platform mounds measuring up to 35 m high and plazas extending out nearly a
kilometer in the case of Sechin Al®ize and elaboratioof Sechin sitebave led to the
hypothesis that Sechin represents a centralized state, which operated through administrative
compounds located atop the platform mounds (Pozorski and Pozorski 1986: 385, 2006: 158
159). Fuch=t al.(2011) and Bischof (201]osit a more complex sequence of varying
occupations over a longer period of time based on excavations at smaller Sechihusites
arguing for a less centralized, stéile sociopolitical system.

Neither Manchay nor Sechin are associated with elabocgsdenics, which distinguish
coeval developments associated witheady manifestations @@upisniqug(ca. 13080900
BCE), to the north. Cupisnique is best known for its fine polished blackware pottery, depicting
various plants, animals, and anthropomarjiieings (see Larco Hoyle 1945). Cupisnique
temples are also notable for their extensive use of interior colonnades. Otherwise, Cupisnique
public architecture is similar to the aforementioned cases, with central public plazas and courts
fronted by decorad moundtops associated with graded access. As is the case with Sechin,

debates over construction phases and labor investment have influenced discussions over degrees
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of social complexity involved with Cupisnique communities (Conklin 1982; Pozorski 1980,

1995). My study attempts to take less of a-egolutionary, labodriven focus at Samanco.

Instead, | intend to focus more on the context of space use as a proxy for understanding different

types of community organizations.

Initial Period developments indpefia show elements of Manchay, Sechin, and

especially Cupisnique (possibly Chavin) components. Pozorski and Pozorski (2008: 626) posit

t hat Sech2nbés influence pulled popul ations

population for most of thenltial Period. However, a significant late Initial Period presence,
coeval with Manchay and Cupisnique, is seen at mqulgmh temples Cerro Blanco and Huaca
Partida €.g., Ikehara and Shibata 2008; Shibata 280Q% Tello 1943; VegaCenteno 2000 In
fact, Cerro Blancas one of the best knowearlyceremonial centetsecause of stunning fanged
supernatural murals discovered by T€ll843 and reexcavated by Shibata (2002, 2010)
Recent research by ShibatiaHuaca Partida, a Formative temple neigimgp€erro
Blanco,has resulted in a Nepefiased sequence for the Initial Period and Early Horizon.
Excavations indicate th&tuaca Partidavas mainly built and occupied during the Initial Period,
and later reoccupied by Early Horizon squatterfio builta megalithic structure on top
Shi bat abds dbacadrartidh, extrapoldted for all of Nepdias four main divisions:
(1) Huambocayan Phase (1,50000 BC), associated with the first raising of the central mound
at Cerro Blanco; (2) Cerro Blan&hase (1,10800 BC), which is roughly coeval with the
Cupisnigue and Manchay traditioasdassociated with theccupation height(3) Nepefa Phase
(800450 BC), correspondg with the abandonmentefnt o mb ment of Huaca
and original temle with a brief shift to megalithic construction; and (4) Samanco Phase (450

150 BC) corresponding with the complete abandonment of Cerro Blanco (Shibata 2010: 305

fr

Par
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306).Shi batads chronology wil/|l be the principal
ocaupation at Samanco.

Shi bat a earbyermo Blanaatlsoprovides comparative architectural and
contextual data to assess the Initial Pe&@ally Horizon transition in Nepefia. The main mound
at Cerro Blanco measures 15m high, with an area of 128tmy(Bischof 1997: 206; Daggett
1987: 118; Proulx 1985: 53; Shibata 2010; \&@gmteno 2000: 141). On either side of the main
mound are two smaller platform mounds, formihe r r 0 B tslaaped atéral wihThese
encompass an open area approximate@lip®90m between the main mound and surrounding
wings, forming a large open plaza area oriented northeastentoward the Cordillera Negra.
Atop one of the surrounding wings, Julio C. Tello (19205; VegaCenteno 2000: 14246,

Figure 4) excavatedsamall (5 by 5m) interior gallery room with low walls and platforms, none
measuring over one meter in height. These walls were elaborately decorated with polychrome
murals, and the structure faces the open plaza area.

On the opposite wing of Cerro Blandkehara and Shibata (2008: 29, Figure 4) found
high volumes of fine serving vessels, likely utilized for feasting along tekdped wing
platform area. lkehara and Shibata (2008-1582) i nt er pret Cerr o Bl ancc
as being relatively@centralized, with the exception of episodic public spectacles where
members from neighboring communities came together in large numbers and elites displayed
power through commensal politid@ietler 2001; Hayden 1996, 200Q0erro Blanco and Huaca
Partich are the closest Initial Period temples to Samanco, located 15-kallexyp As such, they
provide direct comparative links built upon in my research.

Important studies involving the aforementioned moeptaka complexes have been made

on the nature of Itial Period public performances, which historically contextualize public life at
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enclosurebased centers such as Samanco. Moore (1996a, 2005) argues that Initial Period
monuments not only emphasize scale, but aldateral symmetry emphasizing movement.

Moore (1996a: 164.67) also argues that these qualities lead to a display and proeassited

society. All individuals could have participated at the observer level in these open spaces, but
organizers and lead participants would have been organitieid tvie exclusive mountbp atria

(Moore 2005:51)These moundtop atri a, I argue, provi de
compoundsMoor ebés findings are corroborated archae
Burgerdos (1991, anehssites, avhich documenied fragile, eell préserved
moundtop staircases indicating low flows of traffic (i.e. exclusivity), and a large (73 x 33 cm)
decorated anthropomorphic effigy puppet ritually entombed alongside burials on the mound

summit. Burgeand BurgetSal azar (1998: 51) suggest that th
allowed for mounetop display, as well as open plaza processions. Without extensive residential
components, Moore (2005: 105) argues that the construction and hosting bPkritia events

likely involved several outlying communities which separated common, everyday experience

from these rare, dynamic events. Ancestor veneration was also probably another key aspect to

Initial Period public and religious life. This is indicdtby a Cupisnique temple built upon a

cemetery (Elera 1998), and burials in the vicinity of the effigy puppet ritually interred at the

Manchay site of Cardal.

Along similar lines, key funerary data exist from La Galgada, a temple located in the
mountainousinterlands of the upper Santa valley neighboring Nepefia. There, archaeologists
documented rare tombs built into ceremonial structures (Grieder 1982: 99). The proximity of the
tombs to ceremonial architecture, as well as the existence of an open tosnbesfgads to an

interpretation of ancestor veneration very early in Andean prehistory. As | will illustrate at
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Samanco, this practice continues to permeate throughout performances with the dead. La
Gal gadads ritual str uct awithglatfarne bemches andcemralo und ¢
hearths. Ceremoni@learthsvere ventilated by a series of shafts, and may have been used to
burn chili peppers or other objects during religious ceremonies.

This pattern of ritualized community is commonplace througtimiearly Andean
highlands (Griedeet al. 1988; Izumi and Sono 1963; Onuki and Kato 1993), and is referred to
as the Kotoshitual tradition (Burger 1986). The Kotosh tradition was most concentrated in the
Huénuco region of the Central Andes at sitehisagcKotosh, Shillacoto, Sajakatac, Waira
Jirca,Piruru,and numerous others. Further north, at a site known as Kuntur Wasi in the
Cajamarca region, the richest tombs from the Formative Period were discovered (Kato 1993;
Onuki and Kato 1993), and remaia some of the only extant cases of social hierarchy for the
time. The tombs are placed in ceremonial structures, similar to La Gatgableontained gold
objects and exotic ceremonial materials suc8tasmbus galeatysututo horns used in musical
ceranonies. Elsewhere in the Andean highlands, later developments associated with Chavin
created new ceremonial community engagements, yet still centerddrimame.

Thebest knowrFormative ceremonial center is Chavin de Huantar, located
approximately 15&m southeast of Samanco in the Ancash highlands. It is important to
contextualize Chavin, as the site is historically associated withnaragng influence during the
Early Horizon. Chavin has been a center point of Andean research for nearly a ceniogy, h
been first ivestigated by Tello in the 192@nd 1938€. Much like the aforementioned Initial
Period temples, Chavin is organized asshdped temple of platform mounds fronted by sunken
plazas. The site probably gained inspiration from previagiddndritual traditions, such as

Kotosh as well as coastal influence (Burger and SaRaeger 2008). Elaborate stone carvings
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portraying complex zoomorphs and anthropomorop
Expansive underground galleries containthease 6 s | ar gest and most <comp
the Lanzon (See Rowe 1967; Cummins 2008). The Lanzon depicts a mythical being deep
beneath the temple center, accessednigerground tunnelsrobably through procession.
Another famous Chavin sculpturbetTello Obelisk, depicts flora and fauna from the arid coast
and surrounding highlands to the lowland Amazon, linking the network of Andean environments
(Cummins 2008; Lathrap 1971, 1982). Caches of offerings have been found within the galleries
(Lumbrera 1993), likely associated with the Lanzén. Additionally, recent finds include a cache
of Strombus galeatysututo horns probably involved with underground music emanating up to
Chav2nés péta.20d®. ( Cooke

Chavin has generally been divided betw&dth Temple and New Temple phases (Burger
1993; Rowe 1962). The Old Temple corresponds with a small mound, circular plaza, and the
underground gallery surrounding the Lanzén. The Old Temple was superseded by a much larger
U-shaped complex containing a lamgpound fronted by the Black and White Portal, a megalithic
gateway which itself is fronted by a rectangular plaza. Recent work by Kembel (2001, 2008;
Kembel and Haas 2013) refined the Old Terriydav Temple sequence by identifying five
phases of renovatisn bet ween the Lanz-n Galleryés small
Bl ack and White Portal at the | atest stages.
chronology of temple construction and use, rather than a massive corporateglauthn
reflecting state level planning.

Because of Chav2nds exquisite monument al a
the first maj-eegond ihfllende mtha Gent@lfAndesathe Chavin or Early

Horizon (Rowe 1962; Tello 1943960). Subsequent excavations at Chavin refined ideas of the
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Early Horizon (Lumbreras 1970, 1971, 1972). B

and suggests a large, permanent or puob@an settlement (Burger 1993). Burger and his team

suggest thaChavin was the center of a religious cult involved with pilgrimage and exchange of

religious paraphernalia and exotic goods (Burger 2008; Burger and Matos 2002; Druc 1998,

2004). Later work by Rick (2005, 2008, 2014; see also Bliek.2010; Kembel an®ick 2004)

suggests more of a coercive power scheme at Chavin, involving access to esoteric religious

knowledge through pilgrimage at Chavin as a guise for early political subjugation. In my view,

Chavin operated in a very similar fashion to the aforeimesd coastal temples, albeit at a much

larger scale which included more widespread pilgrimage. Insufficient data exist to compare

Chav22nés residenti al components, as work has
Contextualization of Chavinisveryimpoant t o t he Samanco resea

perceived widespread influence. Ongoing debate eaiistsigs c hol ar s wi t h regard

chronological placement and time period of influence. Work by Burger (1984, 1993) pushed the

influence of Chavin pa#s previous chronological association with similar Initial Period centers

(Burger 1981). For him, Chav2nbés fl orescence

associated with zoned stamped pottery and construction of the New Temple betwaed 500

200 BCE. However, his |limitation of excavatio

about the dating of Chav2zndéds monument al inter

Ricketal,l2010) . This recent wortkanmwectpation@laradbildings i nf

peak between 1200 and 800 BCE which account s

stages (Kembel and Haas 2013: 63) . Only a fdsu

during Burger 6s Ja bl B@Enmark.un otRdr \wosds, tha mooeuetaht t h e

dates align Chav?2n with the I nitial Period co
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In sum, ritual performance shaped regional forms of community during the Initial Period.
These performances relied pilgrimage to monumental temples, exchange of religious objects,
and collective worship of the Chavin pantheon and its predecessors. The ceremonial architecture
described above contrasts with what | will be presenting from Samanco in the succeeding
chapers. For these purposes, | emphasize the historical uniqueness of Initial Period public
performance and community. As later chapters document, the coming epoch and emphasis on
residential compounds transforms the monumental landscape away from mourmsaadd t
replicated plazas located inside dense residential architecture. The next section shifts from public
to residential Initial Period lifeways, focusing on daily life and subsistence of the communities

behind these impressive ceremonial centers whigsfadow life at Samanco.

2.2 Coastal Hamlets and Initial Period Residential Life

Although a substantial amount is known about Initial Period monuments, comparatively
little is known about residences and domestic life. With exception to a few notable sit
(discussed below), there seems to be a consensus that monumental sites had relatively small
populations, and were utilized by various outlying hamlets. Understanding the nature of earlier
residential life is crucial to my emphasis on urban transformsticcurring during the®l
millennium BCE at Samanco.

Within the aforementioned Manchay culture of the Central ceastll partgca. 10%) of
the sites appear to be used for domestic activities, leading investigators to hypothesize periodic
site usage Yya number of outelying hamlets (Burger and Salazaurger 1991: 29293;
Ravines and Isbell 1976: 2&47). In the case of the Manchay site Cardal, Burger and Salazar

Burger write:
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AThe buil dings appear to be ddhsusesarsassbgiated at her
with fairly extensive patios, which probably were the focus of most domestic activities. It is
unlikely, considering the utilization of the space, that the residential population in this sector of

the site could have exceeded 300 gel e 0 ( Bur gRurgerda99d278.al az ar

The monumental core of the site spans 20 ha, and extensive excavation and survey only yielded
2-3 ha of residential areas. Here, patio groups average 30 sg m in conpeggiganeasuring
hundreds of squareeters in the case of Early Horizon Nepefia enclosuhésh are the focus of

this thesis The spatial layout dhitial Periodhouses bears similarities to later enclosures, most
notably central patios and f or mddnsitst or age r oo
monumentality, permanency, and planned layout that define Early Horizon enclosures. Rather,
closer patterns to Early Horizon spatial organization seem to be reflected in tivealiigh
restrictivelyaccessed mourtbp atria. Manchay sites ard lcated 615 km from the coastline,

and are geared toward agricultural production supplemented with collected marine resources
(Burger 1987; Burger and Salazaurger 1991; Cohen 1977; Chevalier 2002; Patterson and
Moseley 1968; Ravines and Isbell 1976).

Contemporary developments with Cupisnique to the north show a similar pattern of small
local populations in association with monumental centers (Pozorski 1980, 1983), hypothesized as
pilgrimage centetike communities for outlying hamlets (Billman 19%84). The most
extensively researched Cupisnique temples, the Caballo Muerto complex of 17 platform mounds
and associated plazas, did not reveal any domestic architecture (Pozorski 1983: 108). A small

seaside complex, Pampas Gramalote, yielded subsistatecendicating possible sa@aand
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economic exchange systems between middle valley temples and coastal villages (Pozorski
1979a; Pozorski and Pozorski 1979). However, recent investigations at Pampas Gramalote and
Caballo Muerto dispute the direct polityalhange model put forth by Pozorski and Pozorski,
claiming a more independent coastdand situation (Nesbitt 2010; Prieto 2013).

Another Cupisnique seaside village, Puemape, reveals important insights into Initial
Period daily life (Elera 1998). At Poepe, Elera (1998: 934) documents sand pits which were
used to preserve marine and botanical foods, in addition to prevalent camelid dung within a
corral. This indicates a mix of animal husbandry, agriculture, and marine resource exploitation
during the2" millennium BCE. However, Puemape was primarily linked to marine resource
production. Unfortunately, details of the domestic built environrhawe not been fully
published Based on similarities with Grameedot e, P
small numbers of simple muitoom complexes. Numerous burials at the site did not show
significant differences in status or grave goods, highlighting my argument of a relative lack of
social hierarchyffectinglnitial Period communal ideologies.

Elera (1998; see also Pozorski and Pozorski 1979) posits that fisherfolk ways of life
rapidly expanded through valley resource exchange systems, and were symbolically conveyed
through Cupisnique art forms which permeated the North and Central coast, evancinfju
Chavin de Huéntar. Later on, | suggest these early marine exchange systems became further
specialized within Early Horizon networks needed to sustain larger populations. Puemape was
continuously occupied during Early Horizon times. Elera (1998: p@ihYs out a possible El
Nifio event drastically altering subsistence during the Early Horizon, indicated by a proliferation

of warm water marine artifacts recovered. Given its seaside locale and extensive data on climate
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and littoral subsistence, Puemapevides important comparative references to be used in the
research at Samanco.

Closer to Nepefia, residential life associated with the Sechin phenomenon in the Casma
river valley is more extensive than the aforementioned Manchay and Cupisnique examples.
the site of Pampa de las Llamigl®xeke near to the aforementioned Sechin Alto temple, the
siteds 700 m |l ong monument al precinct is one
populations (Pozorski and Pozorski 1986). Pozorski and Pozorski (1988939B8987: 137)
note a number of @Al ower statuso resi-dences ar
Mo x e k sesltaged trdonumental core. The structures are laid out in an irregulaplaaned
nature and only measure a few stones high, indicating tattare constructed of perishable
materials. These structures again contrast with the permanent, planned layout of residential
enclosures at Samanco. The discovery of rough boundary walls around various structures at
Pampa de las Llamadoxeke, however, maindicate an early form of residential exclusivity
which becomes more pronounced with the enclosure compound phenomenon of the Early
Horizon.

Comparisons witlicarly Horizon residential architecture are seen from mdapand
lateral wing structures with Pampa de las Llamado x e k e 6 s moeshaped eomplex| U
These include higiwvalled (over 2m) architectural complexes with restricted access, interior
colonnades, windows, and platform benches. A striking similarity is a bar lock system
discovered witm Pampa de las Llam&#o x e k e 6s encl osures (Pozorski
Figure 6) encountered through excavations at Early Horizon enclosure Caylan (etediner
2012: Figure 6). A key difference, however, is the religious or possible administrativefuncti

of Sech2?2n enclosures, termed fisquare room uni
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Horizon transformations in residential life may have built on earlierdonestic, civie
ceremonial forms.

With regard to Sechin and daily life, Pozorski &wdorski (2005, 2006) argue for a
similar, but more competitive model of coastand exchange than the aforementioned situation
ascribed to Cupisnique and Manchay. For them, a seaside polity centered at the Las-Haldas U
shaped temple, and an inland potentered at Sechin Alto competed with one another for
valley dominance, while smaller seaside centers provided shellfish protein to the large inland
sites. Although evidence for the conflanongproposed Sechin polities remains unconvincing,
Las Haldagsepresents one of the largest and most complex seaside sites in all of the Central
Andes during the Initial Period. Its proximity to Samanco suggests direct influence for the later

maritime center, where very different maritime lifeways emerged.

2.3 Seting the Stage for the Early Horizon: Summary of Initial Period Developments

In sum, Initial Period sociopolitical developments provide key comparisons for framing
the study at Early Horizon Samanco. Namely, the constructed landscape emphasizes ceremonial
monuments rather than dense residential settlement. | do not intend to dichotomize urban versus
ceremonial settlement. For instance, the Moche of the succeeding Early Intermediate Period
often intertwined urban settlements with temples. Yet here, theneaddearly suggests such a
shift at least for the Initial Period and Early Horizon throughout the Noetttral Coast. In the
few cases where residential architecture has been documented in association with these
monuments, populations appear small aspelised. Compared with Early Horizon material
records, Initial Period centers lack the density of domestic materials indicative of permanent,

high occupancy settlement. Initial Period ceremonial atria atop mound platforms appear to be the
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closest antecedeto Early Horizon enclosures, sharing many architectural qualities including
high walls, interior colonnades, encircling benches, and lock systems. Thus, it is likely that
concepts of the Early Horizon enclosure landscape were inspired by these galesie,as a
modification of earlier domestic patio concepts.

The most notable contrast in the communal landscape between Initial Period and Early
Horizon coastal communities is the lateradtephasis of massive monumental cores. Dillehay
(2004: 260261)poses questions that arise from his research into Initial Period community

organization which directly relate to my project goals; he asks:

AWhen did households evolve into a forrpalitical community? When thigccurred, were
special places like the-shaped structures abandon®dRat factors conditioned the negotiated
choices made about hierarchidagterachical, or horizontal models ofganization? What are

the specifidriggering conditions of integration in multiple localitiés?

Di | | e h aign®asise framea<ritique in traditional modes of analysis into Andean complex
societies, whichovee mphasi ze the fAorigin of thingso (Dil
2005: 53) and confinement of analysemeto not.i
evolutionary framework pioneered by Service (1975). Quilter (2010: 238) echoes this new turn

in Andeanist inquiry, championing a turn away
understanding how complex Anémar!|l yeciéetni ¢ hewe
g r o uln thedcase of Nepenia, traditional models of hierarchy and state control do not seem to

fit the highly complex but still decentralized forms of government. Ratiadituated practice

and interaction between different communitiesvides a more compelling frame of
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investigation into Early Horizon societin societies lacking established hierarchies like those at
Samanco, DeMarrai2(11,2013) has shown the importance of crafts and daily activities in the
negotiation of communatientities. My research at Samarargues for a similaspproach,

under the premise that understanding performances which shaped society inform a new
understanding afommunity andsocial complexityl also investigate the the transition away

from communites integrated through pilgrimage centers and toward early urban ways of life at

Samanco.

2.4 Urban Transformations: Early Horizon Enclosure-Based Societies

By the midfirst millennium BCE, coastal populatiorabandonethe aforementioned
moundplaza compxes, embracing new forms of settlement planridagly monuments eroded
from the public landscape, ametrearreplaced by stonealled, multiroom enclosureshe
circumstances of this transition remain unclear. However, military conflicts (Pozorski &
Poarski 1987: 118119, 121), internal political turmoil (Burger 1992: 1890), and
environmental forces (Daggett 1987-7D) have been cited asssible catalysts for the
abandonment of previous moupthza temple traditions

Perhaps the most puzzling aspof the transition is the seemingly conscious
disassociation with previous sites. Investigators have suggested that Early Horizon groups
Asquattedd on previous sacred centers by cons
monuments, as is the caseaforementioned Sechin Alto and Las Haldas (Pozorski and Pozorski
2005: 140; Pozorski and Pozorski 2006). Additionally, abstract geometric art styles documented
at Nepefa Early Horizon enclosures reveal a break from fanged, polychrome supernaturals

which adorned coastal temples for nearly a millennium.
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Coastal enclosure compounds of the first millennium B@Ebroadly categorized as
ASalinar o, a cul t ur aonResl pajntececeranscs (harco 29¢4eWillewi t h W
1945) and dense enclosureshngtonewalled, demarcated compoundgliman 1996; Brennan
1978; Daggett 1984; Pozorski and Pozorski 198/ilson 1988)spanning the central and
northern Andean coasfshe Whiteon-Red transition also occurs in the Ancash highlands,
probably associateditl the dissolution of Chavin as part of the little understood Hwaréural
horizon (Lau 2013: 30). On the coast, regestarch has shown considerable diversity in what is
broadly termed Salinar, both in tirgepth and in cultural style beyond thessib similarities
emphasizing the need for further stytkehara and Chicoine 2011). Below, | discuss the few
excavated cases of Early Horizon enclosures and their implications to the Samanco study.

In the Cupisnigue region, later developments assoctedSalinar are documented at
the site of Jatanca in the Jequetepeque valle
as a Formative site came as a surprise to investigators (Warner 2010: 541) because the site
closely resembled enclosure compolaybuts of the Chimua (960200 CE). At Jatanca, there
are five major compounds (Warner 2010: Figure 3.2), without a monumental, 4@maple
nucleus. Jatanca compounds are organized with a-south axis, originating in a large,
rectangular northern plazwith a series of adjoining rooms restrictively accessed to the south of
the compound. Warner (2010: Chapter 9) likens the spatial arrangement of Jatanca compounds to
much later Chimiiudadelasat the urban capital of Chan Chan, seen as the pinnaclertbf N
Coast urban life. Similar qualities include winding accesses,3orith compound axes, a
central north entrance, and a trajectory of spatial hierarchy beginning with the largest plaza

constricting through various ssttompound rooms.



Chapter 2: The Coastal Andes during the Formative Period (6R0E) 34

J at an c auhds share gepeoal similarities with Nepefia enclosures such as Samanco,
namely the pattern of horizontal agglutinated architecture, but utilize adobe and ramps more
characteristic of North Coast urban traditions. Swenson (20113@®)7suggests that publi
performance and theatricality played a crucial role in establishing tenuous power relations at
Jatanca in comparison to later northern Moche groups. Warner (2010: 604) argues that social
memory, whether historical or imagined, led to Early Horizon enoéssbecoming a source of
influence for the Chimua urban empire. This was achieved through a rejection of Moche temples
and adoption ofmuch earliearchitectiral forms reminiscent of the Early Horizovarner
provides a sound argument which accounts feruticanny resemblance between architectural
traditions spanning nearly t wo-tothialclkeén mii &.t olrn c
comparison, my resear ch -taftorSwmamadnoc oh iesntpohraisciazle sb
understanding Early Horizaenclosure societies. However, | make frequent mention of later
coastal developments because of the discovery of rich intrusive Chimu tombs at Samanco which
| ascribe to social memory and ancestor veneration.

Further south in the Cupisnique region, maagacexist which suggest dense residential
occupations during the Early Horizon. Nearby to the aforementioned Caballo Muerto complex,
Bill man (1996) report-Bhaped oxiitmad eily t1Ré& MEah
high in number, only nine ohese sites exceed2ha in size, and were likely occupied over short
periods. Hypothesized large SalifRinase sites are generally obscured by later Gallinazo,

Moche, and Chimu occupations. One exception is the large site of Cerro Arena, where Brennan
(1978, 1980, 1982) was the first to excavate an Early Horizon enclosure compound.
Covering an area of two square kilometers, Cerro Arena is comprised of at least 2,000

individual structures. These include at least nine compound areas included in what Brennan
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refers to as fAfinely finished structureso i n c
per manent structures. Brennands (1980, 1982)
and settlement pattern. For him, not only did the density oftategcindicate an urban site
component, but also a diverse range in reside
structures into five classes, spanning roughly built common domestic and storage areas to finely
crafted elite residences, admimngive structures, and formal storage chambers. Small plazas
exist at Cerro Arena, but are not a primary focus of the constructed landscape as is the case in
Jatanca. Cerro Arenads structures are cluster
nucleated around intemontane passes and proposed ancient roadways (Brennan 1980: Figure
4). The majority of finely crafted structures occur at the intentane junctures and road
passages, leading Brennan to propose an urban, administrative, and defeng&inetsin.
Brennands study emphasized the i mportance of
political centralization, as well as conflict involved in the process of Andean urbanization.
Brennands assertions ar einasRhaseprocassesohurbanizatisn he s
formed the foundation of and were a direct-puesor to later Moche and Chimua urban
civilizations.

In the Casma valley region nearest Nepefia, investigations into Early Horizon societies
have focused on their intrusiapon previous Sechin centers (Pozorski and Pozorski 1987, 2005,
2006). Pozorski and Pozorski (1987:B0) excavated two of the largest Early Horizon Casma
centers, San Diego and Pampa Rosario. San Diego is the best preserved, and spans an area of 50
ha with a dense 32 ha core (Pozorski and Pozorski 1987: Figure 28). As with the aforementioned
Early Horizon enclosures further north, these sites are comprised of densely packed rectangular

rooms of various sizes, corridors, plazas, and courts. A notededifkeis the frequency of low,
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narrow platform mounds associated with intetofonnaded open courts. These bear a striking
similarity to Early Horizon plazas in Nepefia. Compared to earlier Sechin centers, the Pozorskis
(1987: 54) surmise that Early Horzo gr oups exhi bited #fAsl oppy wor
crude plaster techniques.

In comparison to their extensive excavations at Sechin sites, the Pozorskis note a
proliferation of land mammal materials and maize within the Early Horizon diet. In addition,
number of new artifacts appear which are enigmatic of the Early Horizon presence, namely
ceramic panpipes, slate projectile points, and Winit®ed, Stamped CirclBot, and Fabrie
Impressed ceramic designs. Ultimately, Pozorski and Pozorski (198125)8uggest that such
mar ked differences in architecture and mater.
previous sacred monuments, was the result of a highland invasion commemorated in a mural of
decapitated warriors at the Cerro Sechin site. Slatims of invasion have yet to be corroborated
elsewhere, but illustrate tls@cial upheavalbetween Initial Period and Early Horizon groups
which inform my study at Samanco.

One other Early Horizon study of note in Casma is the site of Chankillo, wiogides
the best known data relative to Salinar Period religious life. Chankillo is famous for its recently
documented solar calendar monument (AThe Thir
the western hemisphere (Ghezzi and Ruggles 2007, 2Dhakillo is the only Early Horizon
coastal site where a significant portion of the site is devoted to ceremonial monuments, in
contrast to the other cases discussed. There is one finely crafted enclosure compound located at
Chankillo, measuring slightless than 4 ha (Ghezzi 2006: Figure 3.1). This compound is nearly
identical to the compounds documented in Nepefia by Chicoine (2006a, 2006b). However, most

of the published work about Chankillo has been dedicated to an adjacertbpdgeress. The
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fortress has massive 8m high comicie walls with locks and deaghd passages leading to a

smal | (1000 sg m) compound, the ATemple of Pi
The spatial configuration of the fortress, in conjunction with numerous weapons and

warrior figurines encountered at the site have led investigators to suggest a setting for ritual

battles associated with a sun cult and warrio

Chankillo highlight an overall theme of increased conflict occurrirtgrdem with patterns of

urbanism. Indeed, conflict has been interpreted as a primary factor in Early Horizon cultural

transformations, due in part to hundreds of hilltop fortresses located in upper valley margins

(Arkush 2013; Brown Vega 2009; Daggett 198987; lkehara 2010; Wilson 1987, 1988).

Samanco therefore emerged during a period of social cofpfidhaps as a byroduct of

population increase and resource competitiaiich influencedthe ways in which communities

interacted

2.5 Summary: The Racement of Samanco within Formative Andean Studies

By 800 BCE, significant changes altered the sailitical landscape of the coastal
Andes, moving away from religiouslyased nofurban temples and hamlets to expansive
residential enclosure compoun@havin de Huantapparentlhyhad littledirectinfluence in the
region at this time. Therefore, new forms of community and leadership emerged out of what
appears to be a conscious disassociation with earlier regimes. Here, | am concerned with
methods of soial cohesion associated with urbanizatiespeciallythe relationship between
maritime communities and newly formed urban polities. As I illustrate in the following chapter,

Nepefias an importantase study for investigation, due in large part to aesirgrormative



Chapter 2: The Coastal Andes during the Formative Period (6R0E) 38

Period research over the past decade. The Samanco study fits within ongoing Nepefia research,

and looks to enrich the understanding of coastal Andean societies.
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CHAPTER 3
3,000 YEARS OF SEASIDE TOWN LIFE: SAMANCO AND THE NEPENA VALLEY

My research at Samanco involves an understanding of both the ancient archaeological
site and eponymous modern town. Although separated from each other by nearly two millennia
of history, there are a number of similarities between the two communities. Nareedgath
remains a key source of identity anelihood for both the modern community of Samanco and
the archaeological site from which the name is derived. In order to create a more holistic
understanding of the ancient community of Samanco, | argue thatdiasion of the local
community, bound by a similar attachment to place (Low and Altman 1992; Tuan 1977) in
relation to the maritime landscape, can provide an important perspective on the archaeological
research. Engaging with and learning from the modemmunity of Samanco provides a means
for understanding how they interact with and experience their ancient past. Additionally,
contextualizing the archaeology of the Nepefia valley situates the Samanco research within

ongoing research on the urbanizatuaf the valley.

3.1 A Foreword to Maritime Life in the Ancient Andes

Because humans are a fundamentally-agunatic species, our adaptation to maritime
environments is a perplexing and often overlooked question into our developmental history
(Acheson 181; Erlandson 2001, 2002; Yesner 1980). Erlandson (2001228Btakes this idea
to task, arguing that pervasive denials of the developmental importance of the sea to humans
reflects widespread bias toward more masculine occupations. For instancengatheltfish,
an activity often ethnographically tied to females, is not as attractive of a stance on human

evolution as malelominated big game huntingloreover, thesea is often the most reliable and
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bountiful source of protein for sustaining human papons, despite inherent risks to human

life. Acheson (1981: 289) points to the importance of sea crew kinship and solidarity in

mitigating the risks inherent to humaea activities. As | illustrate later, such considerations

pl ayed heavi dopmmunahintedaztiores.rSandviess (2008) notes that the history of
fishing in the Americas is probably as long as the presence of humans on the continents. As such,
ancient American maritime ways of life have enjoyed tens of thousands of years of developmen
and change which historically shaped early urban lifeways at Samanco.

Two millennia before Samanco was occupied, monumental sites were built directly on
the Pacific littoral, symbolic of maritime communal prosperity. Sandweiss (2008) details the
11,000plus year history of Andean fisherfolk, which intensified around 5,000 years ago when
climate conditions shifted to their current state on the Andean coast (see also Richardson 1981;
Sandweiss and Richardson 2008; Sandwetiss 2009). In a landmark caséudy, Moseley
(1975) proposed that coastal Andean complex societies, more so than any other early civilization
in the world, relied on marine goods as much as agriculBimee then scholars have debated the
relative importance of maritime economieshe tise of soial complexity in coastal Pefe.g.,
Feldman 1983Haas and Creamer 2008uilter 1992; Raymond 1981; Wilson 1981)

Studies of maritime adaptations have emphasized the emergence of early monumental
architecture during the Late Precerafféig., Benfer 1990; Bird and Hyslop 1985; Haasl.

2004; Haas and Creamer 2006; Lanning 1967; Moseley and Willey 1973; Quilter and Stocker
1983; Quilter 1991; Richardson 1981; Sandwetssl. 1990, 2009; Shady 2006; Shaetyal.

2001) Meanwhile, less iknown about succeeding maritime groups, especially those who
developed during thEarly Horizon.In this chaptey | addressnaritime complexity as it relates

to Early Horizon and modern Nepefia, spanning some 3000 years of innovation in the region
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3.2 The Nepeiia River Valley

Nepefa (Figure 2.2) is a relatively narrow, long river tributary of the Noethtral coast
located approximately 400 km north of Lima. Nepefia extends 73 km southovdstast, with a
maximum width of 8 km in the lower portion of thalley. The valley is sourced with water
from the Laguna Chaupicocha, located some 4,600 m asl in the Cordillera Negra mountain chain
(ONERN 1972: 36). Nepefia is considered a second class river, flowing regularly for most of the
year. The river discharg&%.7 million n? of water annually and is relatively small in
comparison to its neighbors Santa (4593%and Casma (172.43n . However, Nepef a
moving waters were likely more conducive to settlement than other larger rivers. For instance,
the step, fast moving Santa Valley drains the entire N@#ntral highlands via the Callejon de
Huaylas which runs immediately north and east of Nepefia, but was more sparsely populated
until the river reaches the coatgTelo(19431183) n. Be
surmises the valley was a key coastal satellite of Chavin centered at the aforementioned sites
Punkuri, Cerro Blanco, and Huaca Partida in the middle valley.

Here, | divide the valley into three main areas corresponding to EarigdA@pheres of
influence. The lower portion corresponds to the delta less than 5 km from the coast including
Samanco. Lower Nepefa feeds through two main water systems down to Samanco Bay in the
north, and Los Chimus Bay to the south. Samanco Bay is atroogpletely enclosed, rendering
the waters unusually calm and favorable for fishing. The river switches its trajectory periodically
between the two bays, having most recently switched from Samanco to Los Chimus during the
1998 ENSO episode. Formerly, theer passed just south of the site in an area which is now a

small tributary. Fresh and brackish marshland systems make the lower valley the wettest area of
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Nepefia. The middle valley features a cluster of archaeological sites surrounding the modern
town d Nepefia approximately 15 km inland. The middle valley is a central control point
between the upper and lower margins, and thus served as capitals in both modern history and
antiquity. It is characterized by the widest part of the valley outside of ttae detl was
probably covered with mesquite forests throughout most of antiquity. The upper valley is located
some 35 km inland around the Moro Pocket. At Moro, the Nepefia river divides into the Jimbe,
Loco, and Salitre tributaries at the base of the CerdilNegra. The confluence of the three
tributaries creates a hilly pocket of especially fertile soil where hundreds of ancient settlements,
and most Early Horizon sites, are located.

I n terms of preservati on andagesedrdlikeement , N
erased during sea level rise ending during the MiddleCleramic, some 5,000 years ago
(Richardson 1981; Richardson and Sandweiss 2008; Sandweiss 2008). Likewise, sites located on
the valley floor, especially in the middle valley, havsodbeeradversely affectedue to
millennia of cultivation. Nevertheless, most ancient settlements in the littoral, such as Samanco,
were located on valley margins outside the range of cultivation. Ridgetop sites in the upper
valley present the best sceiodior site preservation, which may account for their high numbers.
As | illustrate below, these three regions constitute the main cultural nodes of Early Horizon

Nepefia society.

3.3 Early Horizon Nepeia
In the Nepefa valley, extensive work is being earout on Early Horizon societies,
whi ch devel oped dur i ng-458 BGEpaad osedtaok prerigue GhavinP h a s e

Cupisnique temples. By the Samanco Phase-{480BCE), previous temples had been
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completely abandoned in favor of urbanized encalesin the lowemiddle valley, and
megalithic fortresses in the upper valley as two separate political systems (Ikehara and Chicoine
2011).

Current research in Nepefia has benefitted from previous survey studies by Proulx (1968,
1973) and Daggett (1984¥hich provide arare,vallewi de descri pti on of Nep
archaeological sites. Their surveys were part of significant efforts in theaaidieth century to
record entire valleys and their cultural deve
Valley survey. Daggett (1984, 1987, 1999) focuses exclusively on the Early Horizon in Nepefia,
due to the density of sites. Daggett identifies 132 Early Horizon Nepefia sites, the majority of
which are small ridg¢op settlements in the upper valley, with adfahof lowermiddle valley
sites (Daggett 1987: &gugsdor ®miléd cultutal devélgpment®asg get t
the Pozorskis, emphasizing highland invasion and political upheaval resulting in the transformed
Early Horizon sociopolitical landspe from the earlier temples (Daggett 1987: 78). Daggett
(1984: 133), along with the Pozorskis, believe that Nepefia was largely uninhabited during the
Initial Period, with populations drawn to the aforementioned Sechin centers in Casma. As such,
Nepefia wald have provided an open corridor for foreign intrusion (Pozorski and Pozorski
2008: 626). However, there is little evidence indicating highland invasion, and current
interpretations point to localized Early Horizon political innovation (Chicoine 2010a).

Daggett and Proul xdéds research brings sett]l
observations and seriation to create a vale chronology and culture history. They assign
two major phases to the Early Horizon in Nepefia: An early phase comprisawgtehouse
platforms and fieldstone structures, with Stamped CGbdg Whiteon-Red, incised and

punctated pottery, as well as slate points, ceramic panpipes, and ceramic discs; the late phase
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consists of megalithic fortresses and HostScratched / &terrBurnished ceramics. Current
excavatodbased research has illustrated the conter
Horizon phases (lkehara and Chicoine 2011). Rather than two phases, the results suggest a
decentralized and heterogenous politiaadscape during the Early Horizon after the collapse of
Nepefads ear !l i er -QGuasmgue elgioua systemt(lkebara@inda&Ricoine
2011) . Daggett and Proul xbdés | ater phase of me
Burnished ptiery actually corresponds to an upper valley Early Horizon cultural sphere which
develops alongside the lowsriddle valley enclosure compound tradition.

The upper valley tradition is characterized by large numbers of small hilltop villages
likely compeing for resources within the Moro Pockefertile area where the Nepefia valley
diverges into tributaries leading into the Cordillera Negra slofies only excavated upper
valley Early Horizon site is Kushipampa, located on a ridgetop overlooking the Réaket.
Kushipampa contains a megalithic core (Figure 3.1) of a series of patios and plazas measuring
thousands of square meters apiece (Ikehara 2010: Table 1). The megalithic core is characterized
by massive, finely cut cornerstones and lintels (Figu2g. At Kushipampa, one lintel displays a
Sechinlike warrior (Ikehara 2010: Figure 8). Behind the megalithic core are clusters of domestic
areas. |l kehara (2010) believes the sitebs meg
celebrations involved whitagricultural rites in the Moro Pocket. Tiered access to different halls,
patios, and plazas in the megalithic core is reminiscent of Initial Period pyramid atria. Other
major upper valley centers are Huancarpon, San Juan, Paredones, Virahuanca, @kehansa
and Chicoine 2011; 17874).

Population growth and resource competition probably resulted in warfare and political

conflictamongupper valley centers, reflected in their dispersed fortified hilltop locations
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(Daggett 1987; lkehara 2010). In cadt, lowermiddle valley sites are less numerous and
located in more expansive and less defensible settlements along the valley floor. The lower
middle valley tradition is characterized by quarried fieldstone walls set in mortar forming
agglutinated, quadateral clusters of structures referred to as enclosure compounds. The lower
middle valley tradition appears to have early urban contexts.

The four principal lowemiddle valley Early Horizon Nepefia enclosures are Samanco,
Huambacho, Caylan, and Sute B@lable 31). Huambacho was the focus
dissertation work (Chicoine 2006a), where he focused on innovative forms of the built
environment associated with enclosure compounds. Huambacho is the closest site in relation to
Samanco, and is loted 8km from the Pacific coastline near to the southern valley margin.
Huambacho measures 12 ha, comprising two main compounds (Chicoine 2006a: Figure 3.4).
One compound is poorly preserved; the better preserved compound comprises 80 rooms of four
types: sinken plazas with surrounding platform benches, colonnaded patio rooms, back rooms
and small storage rooms. Huambacho appears largely dedicated to public ritual settings
(Chicoine 2006a, 2006b, 2011b) housed wittdétwo sunken plazas and directed byrhggatus
individuals residing in the stbompound area. The plazas are surrounded on all sides by a 2m
high platform bench roofed with columns and accessed through corner entrances and staircases.
They are embedded within the compound through windingdmwogj and are decorated with
stepped geometric friezes in addition to sculpted clay cones set into walls.

The exclusive setting and amount of festive paraphernalia (such as pan pipes, intoxicating
beverages, foodstuffs) at Huambacho leads Chicoine (220066b, 2011b) to argue that
Huambacho functioned primarily as a venue for elite display and commensal hodpitality

outlying communities. He writes that fAexperie
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community while, at the same time they reprodutedbasis of religigoolitical authority
(Chicoine 2006a: 211). Site focus on public display, rather than urban daily life, makes the
Huambacho community a unique contrast to other, more urbanizedrhadele Nepefa sites,
namely Caylan.

In contrast to lHambacho, the large center of Caylan resemhbta® ofan ancient city
(See Kosok 1965) with evidence of central planning including neighborhoods and streets.
Chicoine and Ikehara follow Brennan (1978, 1980, 1982), focusing on urban dynamics involved
in Ealy Horizon coastal society. The site is located 15 km from the coastline at the center of the
vall ey, bordering the northern valley margin.
50ha, with a proposed total extent of over 100ha in the surroundihgaglas and hillsides
(Figure 3.3). Chicoine and lkehara (2009, 2011) have documented at least a dozen separate
enclosure compounds at Caylan, each associated with a central plaza and surrounding
rectangular rooms of varying sizes. Excavations revealesedamounts of refuse, hearths, and
coprolites, all of which point toward residentiality. Ortiz (2012) studied domestic architecture
through the excavation of Cayl 8ndéds Compound E
utilized intensively for domestipurposes. Other research (Clement 2012; Chicoine and Rojas
2012, 2013) has focused on Cayl 8nés density o
Samanco and maritime products. Preliminary hypotheses at Caylan point toward a
heterarchically organizecbmplex chiefdom with enclosure compounds representing
autonomous residential groups collaborating and competing with each other (Chicoine and
Ikehara 2010).

Excavations at one of Cayl 8nds monument al

urbanizationwhich directly inform the trajectory dhis study (Helmer 2011; Helmet al.2012;
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Hel mer and Chicoine 2013). This research focu
compounds (Compound A) and its respective plaza, AgEagure 3.4). Plaz& measureg5 X

45 meters, and is bounded on all sides by tiers of geometrically decorated platform benches
(Figure 3.5) enclosed by an estimate@md high wall (Helmer 2011: 43). Other plaza features

i ncl ude slaped geonfetridicBlumns, a lock mechanisaineg staircases, and a

window. The plaza is immediately surrounded by 21 interior compound rooms of sizes ranging
from 36400 sq m which share a common orientation with PRaziaxcavations at Plaza

focused on the built environment. Operations reveadeaplex accesses, visual arts, a series of

plaza renovations, and both festive and more domestic material assemblages. Sensual qualities of
PlazaA, were analyzed including visual fields, bodily movement, soundscapes (Helmer and
Chicoine 2013), and foodwayvhich are built upon in this study.

Caylan public performances focused on compound exclusivity and extraordinary public
events fragmented into each residenti al group
represents an innovative form of commity organization, centered on exclusive, neighborhood
based public activities which served to maintain independergsident group identities in a
new urban environment (Helmer 2011: 1P%7; Helmeret al.2012: 39). The framework
utilized for the smalstudy on public performance at Caylan forms the basis of my inquiry into
daily performance at nearby Samanco. Namely, | intend to use traditional ways of evaluating
extraordinary public or monumental contexts as a proxy for an investigatiogairhyourkan

daily life.
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3.4 Conceptualizing Early Horizon Urbanism

My dissertation work at Samanco seeks to broaden the body of knowledge relative to the
Early Horizon Nepefia sociopolitical landscape by focusing on maritime adaptaibtiseir
impact on urban amsformationsSa manco coul d be constudedraend a tr
settlement which was a formal, permanently occupied site divided into heterogenous units, yet
lacked the scalar qualities, social stratification, and widespread influence one erswlitht
cities. Transitional urban settlements have only recently come under significant archaeological
inquiry (see Smith 2010). Yet, their qualities are similar enough to larger urban settlements that
they can be conceptualized and then compared vihikitong tradition of urban archaeological
studies.

Urbanism was brought to the forefront of a
the Urban Revolution, which emphasized urban transformadi®tise key factor in the evolution
of complex societieHi st ori cal concepts of wurbanism are n
definition of cities as a large permanent settlement containing heterogenous social units, referred
to as axiomatic types of urbanism. Functional cities, the second major type, fulgitifics
function to outlier communities (Makowski 2008; Trigger 1985). AsvGill (2004: 526) notes,
crosscul tur al definitions of fAcityo can be notor
urbanism as a scalar descriptor of permanent residdetiaity.Indeed, | do not argue that
Samanco was a city at all, rather that the settlement was more akin to Adadapt a position
of urbanism which could be seen as | ying betw
(Makowski 2008; Trigger 1985).h&t is, the axiomatic or spatial characteristics of Early
Horizon Nepeia enclosures reflect large, centrally planned communities. The function of these

presumed protoirban centers must be systematically evaluated through excavedibargue
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throughouta culture of industrynamely large scale food processipgrmeated the functional
gualities of Samancods nascent wurban | andscap
In terms of political operatiotf a manc o 6s | ar g@aylaniappéasitode nei ghb
Asynchoritico (Rdemednstha?the udban caenter wasalbsely linked to
other communities, rather than being an isolated, autonomous entity such ast@eits
Smith (2010, 2014) highlights, semiban or protaurban settlement archaeological studies are
rare anccan bring important insights into the wide range of urban concepts. Understanding
sociopolitical dynamics, including urbanism, is contingent upon an understanding of smaller
peripheral communities (see Lau 2002, 2005). One such satellite, Huambacha appea
small elite center focused on public events and administration of southern Nepefia. In contrast,
Samanco appears to have a dense residential occupation akin to a raréntexl variant of
Caylan.
In light of the previous examples such as Cayfpheres of exchange certainly
developed alongside urbanization to provide subsistence goods for densely osetif@ptents
| propose that Samanco is an early urban town, whose function outside of local concerns is to
provide other lowemiddle Nepefi@ommunitiesvith marine and delta resources. The term
industry is preferred teconomic intensificatiorproduction or exchange, becauséustrymore
accurately defines the specialized, technical aspects of complex production sykiezoser,
industryconnotes a certain cultural quality which often is attributed to the social identities of
groups involved with resource productidndeed, urban communities worldwide rely on
specialized industries, and tharying cultures of these industries necessitatavestigation.
Archaeologically, industry was first used to refer to early stone tool making (e.g., Childe

1952; Clark 1959). Recently, industry is most often wsed descriptdn investigations on
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Industrial Revolution era sites. This spawned thefsit of Industrial Archaeology (See

Hudson 1979; Palmer and Neaverson 1998). Industrial archaeological case studies reveal the
importance of industry in the culture of daily life and community organization. | emphasize the
importance of industry as itleges to performance and community throughout the dissertation.
Ultimately, | argue that industry pervaded the performance of daily life at Samanco as a force
which shaped its early urban identily.Chapter 6, | contrast early decentralized industry at
Samanco with later artisan communities associated suithally stratified societieJ oday, the

small town of Samanco is based in a very similar uthduastrial identity as a small seaside
center linked to larger soceconomic systems. The modern Samaoem is introduced below,

focusing on its maritime history.

3.5 Samanco, a Modern Andean Fishing Community

The modern town of Samanco provides a number of comparative avenues of research
with its ancient counterpart. In the latter parts of the dissamtdtaddress questions about
modern Samancobs attachment to its ancient
comparisons between the similar maritime industrial commun&i@sianco is one of four major
town districts in Nepefia: Samanco, Nepefia, Manal Jimbe (excluding the town of San Jacinto
which functioned as a sugarcane hacienda). Interestingly, the location of these modern towns
corresponds directly with the location of Early Horizon centers. The modern town of Samanco
(Figure 3.6a, 3.6b) iotated 2 km from the archaeological site, both of which enjoy a particular
attachment to seaside ways of life. Nepefa sits in the middle of the valley and is the district

capital, in much the same way that nearby Caylan functioned thousands of years earlie



Chapter 3: Samanco and the Nepefia Valley, Cbasteash, Peru 51

The moderrSamanco towis located directly on the fertile fishing grounds of Samanco
Bay. The townés name may der i vSamdneywmcht he ext i
refers to a person resting (Moore 1995: 173, cf. Espinoza Galarza 1973t t3t@wn is easily
accessible by the Panamerican highway which extends-sauth approximately five
kilometers east of Samanco. Samanco is the capital of the small Samanco district comprising
other river delta settlements La Capilla, Huambacho, and hoa(3, totaling approximately
4,300 residents based on 2010 census data. The closest major city, Chimbote, is approximately
20 km north along the PahmericanHighway. Proulx (1968: 1) reports a population ¢gd@0 in
Samanco during the 19600ne of thenost devastating earthquakes on record occurred in the
region in 1970, and brought many highland refugees into the coastal area.

Significant data exist with regard to late Prehispanic political organizations in the Nepefia
area, the roots of which can laded to ancient Samanco. Ethnohistorical records and colonial
accounts suggest a very hierarchical but fragmented power structure utilized in the area. Power
was always shared, although unequally, through dual organizational means and various tiers of
subdivisions extended throughout ancient Andean communities. These communities were linked
through extended kinship moieties, often referred taydasin the Andes. Netherly (1977)
refers to the colonial organization of coastal moietigsaasialidades Although kinship played
a large role in moiety formations, economic occupation was also a primary factor, especially in
the first level of parcialidad organization. Netherly (1990: 231) notes that fishermen were the
second most numerous parcialidad belarchers, but were always organized into larger
parcialidades to insure integration and exchange in the complex polity systems. Rostworowski
(1977) refers to parcialidades sefioriosor lordshps which she argues had a Istending

history before Inca an8panish conquest. In Chincha of southern Peru, it was recorded that
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10,000 out of 30,000 taxpayers were categorized as fishermen (Rostworowski 1977: 169).
Rostworowski goes on to describe the striking number of fishermen along the coast during the
contactperiod and their integral place as subsistence providers to the lordships and colonies.

Sandweiss (1992: 148) excavated some of the Chincha fishing villages, and notes that
fishing groups were specialized and hierarchically ordered, with their owndehdéore Inka
conquest. These leaders apparently were allowed to continue governance of fishing throughout
Inka imperial rule. | argue for similar patterns of maritime autonomy here much earlier in time,
yet as groups who are still tied in with largeripicdl systems. Important to this study,

Rostworowski (1977) provides evidence for baliased mercantilexchange systems. These
little-understood commercial exchange systems may have existed alongside-#rowalhon
market, redistributive economipsoposed for the Andes based on highland Inca models (e.g.,
Murra 1961, 1975).

Rostworowski (1977) also documents a uniquely coastal religious pantheon involving
fishermen which wasecordedn the Spanish colonial records on idolatries. A goddess named
Urpay Huachac presided as mother of all fishes, and a detailed account of her creation story and
myth are told as the legend of Cavillaca (Avila 1966). The goddess had children who were also
revered as sea deities. All the deities commanded tribute. Pa@snaele for fish offerings, and
nets were often loaded with tokens of good fortune associated with the goddess. As | discuss
later, images possibly rendering this goddess were found at Samanco, associated with intrusive
ChimutInka burial chambers.

In Nepd] a , Moore (1995) provides a rare accoun
colonial times of the mid6"c ent ur vy . Nepefads nradgees priecpalewer e ¢

and theirsegundas personas shared, unequal, and dual modes. At this timey#iley was
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divided into three areas which roughly correspond to the lowedle-upper regions of the
Early Horizon. The lower valley area around Samanco may have beenldaltgeanca and the
area was governed @uambachdMoore 1995: 173), now calldduambacho where the
eponymous Early Horizon site is located.

Moore (1995: 173) provides the earliest record of a Samanco inhabitant by name, an
indigenous tavern keeper @mverneroof Uruguanca by the name of Alonso Pingo. The tavern
was so importantpifact, that it was governed by various caciques and moieties in shared
administration. The relation of the tavern to the Samanco area is interesting. Rostworowski
(1977: 169) recounts via chronicles that fisherfolk in the contact period had considexable f
time, used mostly for drinking and dancing. As | discuss,|#terimportance of alcohol it
production, control, usage, distribution) to Andean community relations is crucial. Nevertheless,
the parcialidad colonial pattern of rule eycomiendasor rights to indigenous labor via
servitude, likely eroded the relative autonomous nature of Andean fisherfolk ways of life, and
continued for centuries.

Fishing communities of the early2@entury continued to be relatively autonomous, as
described by Glin (1947) in the Trujillo area of the lower Moche valley. There, Gillin (1947:

32) documents hierarchies within fishing communities based on experience and respect. Fishing
leaders were in charge of fleets, chose@évs, where and when to fish, and @tletment of

the catcramongcrew members. The practice was highly ritualized; nets and boats were blessed,
given godparentpédrinog, and persotlike qualities.

During the 18 century, Samanco was one of the premier Pacific fishing ports. American
diplomat and antiquarian Squier (1877: 1B88) spent a considerable amount of time there and

remarked that the bay was one of the calmest and most beautiful he had encountered in his
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travels. A major flood in 1925 deposited massive amounts of silt betwedorther coastline

and the sea, and destroyed the entire town (Johnson 1930; Proulx 1968). Afterward, Samanco
never regained its former prominence, and focus shifted toward Chimbote, which is now the
largest fish port in Peru and has a population of neanilion inhabitants (see Roemer 1970).

The delicate balance of seaside life is still evident today, as overfishing and El Nifio events have
had catastrophic effects on fishing livelihoods, seen most vividly from Chimbote during Nifio
and overfishing eveatin the 1978 and late 199%which crippled the city (Broaet al.2002;

Caviedes 1975; Idyll 1973; Pfadt al. 1999). Despite this, maritime resources account for over

$1 billion in annual revenue for Peru, and employ over 200,000 individuals (Breh@002:

419).

In Samanco, commercial fishing for mollusks and vertebrate fish is practiced throughout
the Bahia de Samanco area. Today, as in ancient times, the primary fish vertebrates collected are
the cold water thriving anchovieBrfgraulis ringems) or sardinesRardinops sajax 90% of
which is currently used for fishmeal production (Breal.2002: 419) There is also a fishmeal
plant in Samanco which has been in operation for many decades (Proulx 1968: 2). Recent
advances in agricultural pttaaes have allowed for cultivation in the immediate vicinity of
archaeological Samanco, some of which have partially destroyed the site. Most of these fields are
run by large industrial companies, namely the San Jacinto sugarcane company (and former
Hacierda), and the CHINECAS irrigation expansion project who have recently taken over most
family plots in favor of corporate farming. While the majority of Samanquefios work as
fisher men, many of La Capilla and Hulabondrsac ho 6 s
Other community members, looking for outside opportunities, commute to the larger city of

Chimbote for employment.
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Despite its small size, Samanco holds particular influenttee province because of its
marine resource wealth, and Samanquefiesomparatively better off than many other rural
Peruvian communities. Samanquefos take pride in their identity as one of the rare surviving
artisan fishing towns in Peru, and public murals as well as festivals all emphasize maritime
themes. Archaeologal sites like ancient Samanco litter the landscape around the modern town,
and play an important part in local identities. In Chapter 7, | provide additional information
about Samancods modern community, focusing on
archaeological heritage. Ethnoarchaeological data are also presented which inform the ancient

Samanco study, namely with regard to group interactions and sociopolitical organization.

3.6 Samanco, an Ancient Seaside Town

The ancient site dbamanco is locat2 kmfrom the Pacific coasin the northern
margin of theNepefiarivervalley nest |l ed between the sl opes of
(Figure 3.7) The Samanco archaeological site was first noted in archaeological literature by
Squier (1877: 198) who iefly mentions the presence of expansive stone ruins on his route to
San Jacinto. He notes that a sacred mountain formation, or huaca, was located in the vicinity of
the Samanco site, where residents still made offerings to Huari, the god of strendthadde
described by Squier may be La Capilla just south of Samanco, a unique granite rock formation
where a chapel was later built. Later on, the Samanco ruins were visited by Horkheimer (1965:
29) and Kosok (1965: 209he site has beamalyzedby Proulx(1968 andDaggett(1984)who
included it in their survey of the entire Nepefa valley (site PM)3They provide a brief
description of Samanco based on surface @&ataulx 1968: 460, Daggett 1984: 218, 1987: 74,

1999: 34) and a sketch map of prommewvalls visible from the surface (Daggett 1999: Figure
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8). Daggett (1984: 218) was the first to date Samanco to the Early Horizon; other previous
investigations mistook the site for Middle Horizon or Late Intermediate Period because of its
urban layout mniniscent of late coastal centers. Daggett (1999) suggests that the western extent
of Samanco dates to an earlier period in the Early Horizon than the eastern extent, based on a
threephase ceramic scheme he put forth from surface data. Here, | progdSarttanco was
occupiedcontemporaneously across the entire site extent based on excavation data showing the
same ceramic sequence from all sectors. The contemporaneity of all compound sectors is one of

many lines of evidence suggesting a large residentiaienasrban population.

3.7 The Placement of the Samanco Study within Early Horizon Nepefia

The Early Horizon, and the Formative Period more broadly, have been the primary focus
of Nepefia research over the past decade. As a result, the Samanco stutihyrfitsgoing
syntheses of Nepefia reseaachongnumerous colleagues. The Samanco research is primarily
focused on the proposed lowmiddle valleysocigolitical networkcentred at Caylan. Samanco
provides crucial information into the extent and relatmportance of maritime communities to
regionallydependent urbanized polities. As I illustrate below, Samanco was not just a small
satellite funneling marine resources inland, but rather a fully functioning town flourishing on
marine resources supplementeith complex agricultural products and animal husbandry. |
propose that Samanco society was predicated on industry which hematiljputed tahe
overall sustainability of early urban economic systems. The structu(@&iddens 1984), or
connections d&veen structures and agerasdaily practice within the maritime industrial town
forms this dissertationbs analysis into perfo

Samanco archaeology project is presented in association with excavatltm resu
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CHAPTER 4
FIELD RESEARCH AT EARLY HORIZON SAMANCO: EXCAVATION RESULTS

Two field seasons of mapping and excavations were conducted at the archaeological site
of Samanco. Excavations totaled 16 weeks of fieldwork in 2012 and 2013 and a total ofrone yea
spent in Peru between fieldwork and laboratory analysis. The primary goals of fieldwork were
to: 1) Assess the occupational history of Samanco through excavation, building on previous
surveys by Proulx1968: 4650) andDaggett(1984: 218, 1987: 74, 1999-4); 2) Gain spatial
and material data that correlate with daily performance and community organization; 3)
Investigate and collaborate with the local Samanco community in terms of archaeological
heritage; and 4) Declare Samanco cultural patrimony f 8ed protect the site from further
destruction. The following chapter details fieldwork results at Samanco with regard to site
chronology and culture history. Field data are analyzed in terms of performance and daily

practice in Chapter 6.

4.1 Mappingresul ts and Samancods spati al | ayout
Mapping at Samanco was conducted usifigacon Total station provided by Louisiana

State UniversityThe methodology consisted systematically clearing surficial windblown sand

and rocks to outline structurasdaccesswaysvisible on the surfacd opography was mapped

by traversing the site in roughly 5 m altitudinal intervals and 10 m distance intervals to produce

contours for Samanco as well as the surrounding hillsides. The informatigmagassed by

establishig data points with Global Positioning Systems equipment used tetgrence the

site map in the Universal Transverse Mercator coordinate system. Data from the Total Station

wereexported using the Surfer conversion softwhenimported into the AutoCAD
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Geographic Information Systempsogram. Within AutoCAD, pointaeretraced over with lines
to create the map.

In terms of geography, Samanco is nestled within hillsides along the northern Nepefia
valley margin (Figure 4.1). To the west, hillsides lead mdoward Samanco Bay where several
ancient roads were recordeédid mountainous dest extends to the north, whillee south is
covered with wetlands associated with a small water sy@tagure 4.2) The latter previously
formed the Nepefia River untisitlisplacement following the 199098 EIl NifiecSouthern
Oscillation (ENSO). Samancob6s architecture oc
betweerb5 and 70 nasl in addition to hilltop defensive walls and stone structéfesst pampa
area drops &rm the ridge area, between 40 and 55 m asl where further enclosures are located.
Farther south, the area below 40 m asl has been bulldozed and refuse is visible from ancient
occupations, likely terraced gardens and trash dumps leading down to marshizppisghata
revealed a 40 ha site extent and 20 ha dense architectural core made up of agglutinated stone,
mud brick (adobe), pole/thatch, and cane architecture (Figure 4.3). The general pattern of
architecture consists of central patios surrounded bylenaagglutinated rooms; | refer to these
as patio groups. By analyzing common structure orientations and architectural clusters, at least

six distinct compound sectors exist at Samanco (Table 4.1).

4.1.1 East Samanco

East Samanco (12 ha) follows the matwopography of the Cerro Partido and Cerro
Botella hillsides (Figure 4.4). The area comprises two compounds (Compound 1 and Compound

2) separated by 20 meters of terracing and natural slope. Ruins of a large defensive wall (Figure
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4.5) line the east argbuthern boundaries of East Samanco. East Samanco also includes a

monumental plaza (Plaza Mayor), defensive walls and small structures throughout the hillsides,

and a destroyed area toward the southeast where a looted Middle Horizon cemetery is located.

Compound 1(21000 sqg m) is oriented approximately 45 degrees northeast, organized as a series

of patios and smaller rooms fronted by terraces separating it from Compound 2. Structures

correspond to at | east 10 pati dduganartifippd. Compo

platform approximately 20m high, with an 80m long avenue leading up to the summit (Figure

4.6). There are four colonnaded patios on either side of the mound base and avenue. At the

summit of the terraced platform are the Plaza Mayorgru | x 6s Bui |l di ng A) and
Compound 2 and the Plaza Mayor are oriented 20 degrees northwest, and collectively

cover an area of 8000 square meters. The Plaza Mayor (1600 sq m, 53 x 30 m) comprises two

open areas and five platform benches@r wide and 12 m high lining the north and west

plaza walls (Figure 4.7). The plaza perimeter is bounded by a large retaining wall originally

estimated at 4m high. The Plaza Mayordés tot al

and open areas. The twpen areas are separated by 5 m of natural slope and two terraced

benches located in the center of the plaza, and measure 17 x 22 and 18 x 23 m respectively. The

core of Compound 2 (Figure 4.8a, 4.8b) consists of four patio groups (3000 sq m collectively)

The northeastern patio group from Compound 2 was chosen for area excavation, discussed

below. East and south of Compound 2 are terraces and sloped open areas containing dense refuse

as well as the aforementioned looted Middle Horizon cemetery. The cochp@s accessed via

a series of zigagging corridors along the north and eastern borders.
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4.1.2 Central Samanco

Central Samanco (9.2 ha) is located at the heart of the site and is associated with
Samancobs | argest compourshmafrentbsr s3 r (Uit uu rees
common orientation between-B® degrees northeast. East Samanco and Central Samanco are
separated from one another by a 100 meter space void of dense architecture, although a few
walls connect the two areas. Another lootedldé Horizon cemetery is located in this expanse.

Compound 3 covers a general area of 35000 sq m, encompassing a well preserved
compound core (Proulxb6s Building B), a monume
surrounding features. Compound 3, like Coomub2 in East Samanco, is located in the upper
terraced portion of Samanco (38 m asl) along Cerro Botella hillsides overlooking the valley
floor. Compound 36s core (Figure 4.10a) measu
30 separate roomsnging from 12 to 625 sg m visible on the surface. Rooms are associated with
approximately 12 patio groups. Compound 36s ¢
terracing, bounded on either side by steep 5m drainages. The compound gradually tedrfaices up
meters from the base of the compound to the south toward the top of the compound at the base of
Cerro Botella. The uppermost patio group (Figure 4.10b) was extensively excavated for
comparison with Compound 2. Four 1m wide-zagging corridors were domented along the
eastern side of the compound core.

Across the ravine to the west of the Compound 3 core is a monumental corral (1500 sq
m) with 10 symmetrical rooms averaging 60 sq m surrounding a 240 sq m space (Figure 4.11a,
4.11b). Immediately east tie corral are a number of partially preserved rooms and a massive
colonnaded patio located along a 50m long avenue (Figure 4.12). This patio forms a verandah

looking across the ravine toward the Compound 3 core. North of the corral is a dense refuse area
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with scattered portions of walls, likely used as a place for perishable housing and trash dumping.
There are also four circular adobe pits (8+ m in diameter) in the open refuse areas and on top of
earlier stone structures (Figure 4.13). These are lootebls dating to the Late Horizon.

A modern road built to mine construction materials from surrounding hillsides bisects the
site below Compounds 1 and 3. Below the road are a series of basic single stone terraces
extending as much as 100 m across the pangpabove the marshlands zone (Figure 4.11b).
These extend from the western portion of Compound 1 all the way to Compound 4 throughout a
1.5 ha area, and may have extended much further below Compounds 5 and 6 where industrial
sugarcane cultivation receptllestroyed the area. Discussed below, abundant remains of

cultigens suggest terraced gardens throughout this area.

4.1.3 WesSamanco

West Samanco (Figure 4.14) pertains to nearly half of the entire site extent (18.6 ha),
comprising compound areas 465and a massive trash dumping area between the site core and
hillsides. Remnants of a large stone defensive wall run beneath West Samanco, which may have
originally connected with the wall extending beneath Compound 1. All architecture is also
aligned beawveen 1530 degrees northeast, suggesting close ties and central planning with Central
Samanco. Compound 4 is badly preserved, and consists of mixed stone, adobe, and cane
structures with a 3250 sq m extent. Compound 4 is surrounded by a cane perimgtetiwaall
similar patioestyle layout of structures. This is the only compound made up of majority cane and
adobe architecture. At the core of Compound 4 is a high walled 22 sg m adobe structure

surrounded by destroyed and heavily looted cane and adobeeeitai@ intermixed with Middle



Chapter 4: Samanco Excavation Results 62

Horizon burials. Compound 4 appears closely associated with the aforementioned terraced
pampa area to the east.

Compound 5 covers 7500 sq m of large stone rooms and long perimeter walls measuring
as much as 75 meters. Theembr of Compound 5 is poorly preserved, with only 15 rooms
visible on the surface. To the north of Compound 5 are a number of terraces and partially
preserved walls that may have been associated with the compound. To the south of Compound 5
are a seriesfa@ane walls and open areas where more ancient cultivated terraces may be located,
leading down to the southern defensive wall.

Compound 6 (Figure 4.15) is the most clearly defined of the three West Samanco
compounds located on the valley floor, and mess6i750 sq m approximately. Around 30
rooms are visible inside Compound 6 from the surface, ranging from 4.5 sq m up to 340 square
meters divided into at least eight patio groups. Compound 6 may have extended further in area,
but a large portion was desyard by modern cultivation in the southern extent of the site. To the
north of Compound 6 is the largest refuse dump aresterfFigure 4.16), comprising over 5.5
ha of very dense refuse and partial walls possibly associated with perishable housintarA sim
dense refuse area was probably located beneath Compound 6 as well, destroyed by the recent

advancement of industrial sugarcane fields.

4.1.4 Summary of Mapping Results

The results of mapping at Samanco reveal a large, centrally plaettktinentMore
monumental portions of the site are located on terraces built up into the sloping hillsides, such as
the Plaza Mayor, Compound 3, and corral. The bulk of the architecture is organized as patio

groups with large open areas surrounded by smaller aggkdiistructuresaccessed via
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winding corridors and avenueBhese patio groups were placed into six compound sectors based

on common orientations and geographic location. Further research will aim to break the six
compound sectors into various sciimpour patio groups. As will be demonstrated in the

performance analysis, these patio groups formed the nexus of daily life at Samanco. The large,
centrally planned nature of Samancobds archite
orientations, low rtos of ceremonial architecture, and the density of refuse indicate a residential
environment analogous to an early urban town. In the subsequent section, | describe the results

of excavations which provide furtHagaut. evi dence

4.2 Excavation Results

After completing mapping operations, sufficient spatial data were available to divide
excavations into the six interpreted sectorsibe. Approximately 500 sq m were excavated
sampling each compound sector with at leasy #n of test excavations. Overall, excavations
focused on comparing Compound Sectors 2 and 3. Area excavations from these sectors provided
comparative data on usage patterns which were found to be nearly identical, focused on daily
subsistence. Excavatismcross the site revealed that all of the compounds were probably
occupied at the same time through two major construction phases.

Early Horizon lower Nepefia structures are most commonly built with quarried stones set
in mortar. Walls were often builtilizing the orthostatic technique of large vertical slabs (locally
known as wankas) placed as supports at wall bases. Wall faces are created with rows of flat
stones on either side, with smaller quarried stones and mortar used as fill between the faces.
Stratigraphic sequences generally compasenitial layer of windblown sand and wall collapse

above an abandonment legeirface oplastered floor. Below the abandonmsutfaces a
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variablesequence of floors and building renovations created by laf/seshd and gravel packed

with dense amounts of secondary refuse, and occasionally remnants of previous structures. These
construction fill layers comprise the bulk@fcavatiormaterals recovered. Excavations

followed the natural layer divisions. All neatals from the excavations were collected utilizing 3

mm mesh screens and registered in a project database. Excavations were usually placed near to
walls and in corners where contexts were better protected under wall collapse. The following is a
general @scription of excavations focusing on features and construction phases (for stratum by
stratum information, see Navarro and Helmer 2013, 2014). Walls and architectural features are

referred to by geographic or descriptive indicators from associated dsaandgphotographs.

4.2.1 East Samanco Excavation Results

East Samanco excavations (Figure 4.4) totaled 198 sg m and focused on Compound 2
(UE-7) and the Plaza Mayor (UE) in the upper terraced portion of East Samanco, with a test pit

(HP-1) located in @mpound 1 on the lower terraced level.

Compound 1: HPL (4 sq m)

HP-1 (Figure 4.17a, 4.17b) was a 2 x 2 m test pit located on a 50 cm wide boundary wall
between 300 sg m and 900 sq m patios inside Compound 1. The north end &dddked in the
plaza wa excavated approximately 30 cm down, where a second 50 cm wide wall was located
which stopped further excavation on this end. This wall appears to have been added later in time,
separated from the initial wall with a 10 cm layer of fill. Notable featfroes HP-1 (north)
include two dense shell deposits (maiSgmimytulus algosuBerimytuluspurpuratug

approximatelyl0 cm below surface comprising 4800 MNI. The south end ei ldRtended
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much further down (1.7 m in depth), comprising dense layers bfaw@nd refuse fill down to
the Early Horizon floor located above sterile sdil. On this end, the shell concentration
extended over a half meter through construction fill- Hidso revealed a fine, smooth plastered
face of the original wall with remn#nof white paint. HPL contained dense artifact assemblages
mixed with boulders measuring up to 50 cm on a side. Features fren($tfith) were similar
and included a 50 cm dense shell deposit of various species slightly over a meter below the
surface, mside the layers of rubble. A Graffito resembling a large eye and abstract body was
discovered 50 cm below surface level (Figure 4.18), at eye level from the Early Horizon floor on
the plastered wall. Atop the floor, light amounts of shells, botanics;@ardeware ceramics
including neckless olla rims are associated with direct usage of the patio space.

The HR1 area appears to have been very enclosed, with the double wall probably
measuring well over 2 meters between the patios. The upper and lowsrgpgtear to have
been separated through the double wall forming a terrace. The lower patio was likely abandoned
during the Early Horizon occupation of Samanco, given the rubble fill pattern. For instance,
dense artifact assemblages including the shadl eere located inside rubble layers, and
boulders were carefully placed next to the wall face entombing architecture after patio usage

discontinued. Therefore, two Early Horizon occupation events are evident from Compound 1.

The Plaza Mayor: UEL (36 sgm), UE7F (8 sq m)

Proul xb6s Building A, renamed the Plaza May
East SamancdJE-1 (Figure 4.19al) was excavated along the northeastern perimeter wall of the
Plaza Mayor as an 11 x 3 m trench with a 1.5 x 1.5 m sxtenThe goal of UR was to gain

plaza materials and diachronic site data under the premise that monumental sectors generally see
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the longest occupations and most renovation phases. On the contrary, we discovered that the
Plaza Mayor was constructed latem Samancods occupation as a sir
architecture.

UE-1 covered three spaces: The uppermost bench platform of the Plaza Mayor (Plaza
Platform); an elongated patio on the outside perimeter of the plaza (Patio); and open space where
the patio and outside architecture join the Cerro Botella slopes (Extericd). B wal | s aver
50 cm in width, with the exception of the Plaza Mayor perimeter wall (Wide Wall) measuring
over 1.5 m wide, all of which showed remnants of smoothed plagtewnhite paint.

In the Plaza Mayor bench section (\1Eplaza platform), a thin (15 cm) layer of
windblown sand was located atop a well preserved plaster floor, where Early Horizon ceramics,
camelid dung, and over 50 cobs were located atop the flaprré4.20). Below the floor, large
boulders were used as fill to build the plaza, withizecobs and grass ropes in the construction
fill. The bases of three walls originating in the patio (North Wall, Thin Wall 1, 2) pass
underneath the Plaza Mayor walterile subksoil was hit 2.8 m below the surface.

In the UE1 (patio) section, four construction events and three floors were uncovered.

The surficial occupation layer consisted of dense domestic materials including camelid dung, and
a circular ashy lagr, possibly a hearth, located at the base of the North Wall. In the subsequent
layer, a series of architectural features were located inside the patio, including three partitioning
walls (Thin Wall 1, 2, 3), three white plastered columns (55 x 45 cm),esmdants of a cane

wall and posts associated with the final phase of use (Figure 4.21). A sequence of three plastered
floors separated by dense layers of refuse was documented inth@aii6. Floor contexts

were difficult to interpret because of theknse layers of refuse laid between the successive

floor levels. Notable artefacts include dense marine and botanic food remains, fishing nets,
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grindstones, large mammal bones (canine, camelid, sea lion) associated with stone cutting tools,
high numbers oblue and red decorated textiles, fine ceramics, panpipes, polished slate projectile
points, shell necklaces, and an obsidian flake. Additionally, large fragmetimigjafjars

probably utilized for beer fermentation and storage were recovérelly, achild burial (Burial

1) was located immediately above sterile soil 2.8 m from surface level. In Hie(&Eerior)

section, the same sequence of floors and density of materials as-thé#io) were

discovered. This area likely functioned as a refilsehamber to retain the patio and Plaza

Mayor on the Cerro Botella slopes.

In order to check for conformities between both sides of the plaza, a 4x2 m trench (UE
7F) was placed on an eastern plaza platform bench leading down to the open plazayfioer (Fi
4.22). Patterns were identical to the plaza section ef Wih camelid hair, dung, andaize
located on the surface (Figure 4.23). A floor reparation event was documented with hundreds of
maizecobs located in the 105 cm layer of fill. Musical insuments, decorated spinebéorls,
polished projectile points, and tinaja jar fragments were also recovered from here. The overall
sequence showed a single building event confirming the entire plaza was likely built at one time.

In sum, plaza excavatiomsovided great material and architectural data about Samanco.
Artefacts were generally finer than what was encountered elsewhere, reflecting the higher status
and likely more specialized usage context of the monumental area. In addition, five clear
architectural sequences were documented: 1) a colonnaded patio possibly as long as 50m
associated with the West Wall 2) an enclosing of the colonnaded patio with the North Wall; 3)
the addition of the Thin Walls possibly used as planning and retaining watltefBtaza Mayor
construction; and 5) the construction of the Plaza Mayor on top of the North Wall and Thin

Walls and usage of pole and thatch architecture.
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Compound 2UE-7 (150 sq m)

UE-7 (Figure 4.24) was excavated as six area excavationd Jg, exduding
aforementioned UEF) located throughout the northeast quadrant of Compound 2. Excavations
focused on one particular patio group whose upper and lower patios measured 300 and 500 sgq m
respectively. East of the patio group is a steep ravine withgxteancient trash dumping likely
from the compound. Less preserved architecture lies north of the compound lining the lower
Cerro Botella hillsides. Another patio group lies to the west. Stone walls measured 50 cm in
width, the size prototype for nemorumental construction esite. Walls inside the patios
showed fine plaster with white paint. Meanwhile, outer structures and later phases of interior
patio walls were unplastered.

In the upper patio section, UEA (Figure 4.25a) and UE7E (Figure 4.26a,.26b)
excavations revealed a 5x15 m low platform room attached to the upper patio area. The patio
was accessed via two ziragging corridors located in the northwest and southeast corners. The
upper patio was attached to the platform via two small metds r@mps. This platform provided
some of the best data from Samanco with regard to domestic patio use and renovation.
Excavations on each end of the platform revealed five stone lined hearths associated with dense
plant, animal, fish, and pottery refusegiire 4.27a, 4.27b). Food remains found in the platform
kitchen spanned all of the edible flora and fauna found throughout the site. Ten grinding stones
were also found throughout the area and grater bowls indicating food processing. Five kilograms
of carlon were recovered from a single hearth. The stone hearths extended over half a meter
down, indicating prolonged use. Some were plastered over, possibly as a form of ritual sealing or

re-utilization. Adjacent to three of the hearths on the southern pladaomcentration of carbon
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was located beneath a small stone, perhaps embers guarded just before abandonment. Shell
concentrations were also located next to the hearths as possible food features.

The kitchen platform also showed a dynamic four phase segquémenovation (Figure
4.28a, 4.28b). During the earliest phase of use, 1) columns were placed over two meters below
modern surface, probably associated with the
showed small canes used as measurements foolilnan dimensions. Next 2) this room was
renovated with a wall creating a smaller enclosed space; 3) the entire structure was raised and a
second colonnaded bench was built. The small platform ramps were likely added at this time.
Finally, 4) the second tmnnaded bench was leveled and replaced with pole, thatch, and the
hearths visible. A large trunk measuring 25 cm wide was placed directly on top of a leveled
column. In this final fill layer, a massive depositnodize cotton, and mainly sweet potato
leaves and beanstalks was placed inside the leveled columns indicating nearby cultivation and
plant processing (Figure 4.29). To the north, a 10 m longaxging corridor ramp with three
90 degree turns provided access to the platform before being bldtleed dilled with large
boulders creating a 1.5 m high platform mound (Figure 4.30). When walls were raised during
this phase, they were unplastered and show cruder workmanship. The small platform ramps were
also sealed off. On either side of the southptatform ramp, two burials of an elderly woman
(Burial 3) and young child (Burial 4) were placed flexed on either side of the entrance. A dog
burial was placed next to the northern platform ramp (Figure 4.31a). An offering of a gourd
packed with avocadPersea americandgaves was placed at the base of the north kitchen
platform entrance associated with the first phase (Figure 4.31b).

Inside the open upper patio areas attached to the kitchen platform, spaces were clearer of

features and refuse. One nd&afeature was a 4 sq m finely plastered structure located just
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outside the kitchen platform, adjacent to the north entrance. This structure may have been a store
room which was emptied and filled in with sand associated with the later renovation phases.
Camelid dung, shell necklace beads, and a canine long bone were recovered. Remains of shell
bead preforms were located here which may indicate craft production. Fragments of worked
human crania from the patio fill appear to be shaped into food/drink sessel

The southeast corner of the patio group bordering the upper and lower patios was
excavated (UEZD, Figure 4.32a) detailing a ziggagging meter wide corridor leading down to
the larger lower patio area. Immediately outside the entrance, outer poftjeats walls served
as small habitation and bathroom areas. The area contained dense organic trash and coprolites, in
addition to two smaller stone lined hearths. Shell concentrations were also evident (Figure
4.33a), namely a deposit of 452 snialguh atrashells used for fish baiting (Figure 4.33b).
Refuse deposits extended 1.6 m down with various occupational surfaces noted, indicating
intense and prolonged domestic use of the patio. Identical patterns were noted in excavations
outside the northeasenhtrance from UG (Figure 4.34a, 4.34b). UES also showed the best
evidence of the late phase wall style of unplastered walls with larger boulders (Figure 4.35).

UE-7TB (Figure 4.36a, 4.36b) sampled the | owe
excavatedo compare with results from the upper patio. Overall, the area was poorly reserved
because of wash coming down and pooling in the lower patio area over time. Surficial pole and
thatch architecture was documented similar to the kitchen platform of thepaifme The pole
and thatch architecture was associated with concentrations of beang,shells, and ashy
lenses. A fishing weight was also uncovered on the final floor. A 3 sq m emptied out stone
storage room was also found built on top of previatpwalls. The stone storage room was

hastily constructed with piles of stoned laid without mortar or orthostats. Below the storage
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room, we identified a white plastered wall destroyed during the final renovation phase (Figure
4.37). In the fill, there we large fragments of fishing nets and high volumes of fish bones.
Renovation sequences were less clear than the upper patio, but indicate the same early phase of
finely plastered orthostatic architecture followed by the use of cane, pole, and thatch.

Thefinal area excavated in Compound 2 was a 16 sq m unit placed in an open area inside
compound perimeter walls not associated with rooms or patio§ Q)Eigures 4.38a). In this
area we documented fluid use of open space for hearths, trash dumps, apersenent stone
architecture similar to the aforementioned storage room from the lower patio. One particular
feature was a concentration of 376 MNI lafyeesodesma donaciurshells inside an ashy
matrix. This may indicate that shellfish were processealitih low heat fires utilized to open
clam shells. The process may have occurred in open areas outside patio groups but still inside the
compound perimeter.

To summarize the Compound 2 data, patios and surrounding architecture appear to be
nuclei for resiéntial activities including food processing, storage, and serving. Manufacturing is
also evident, namely through the discovery of weaving tools and shell jewelfigrpe
Domestic activities appear centered on rooms connected to patios, while patipsovaldy
cleaned and maintained. Burials and offerings placed in construction fill indicate ritual
significance to domestic spaces. A dynamic sequence of renovations between two and three
phases suggests long term use of domestic spaces rather thamatardmd new
construction. The mulphase sequence of architecture thus strengthens an idea of prolonged
urban site use. Finally, the shift from ornate residential architecture with plastered walls and

colonnades replaced by pole and thatch suggest€amapound 2 groups may have faced
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hardships just before site abandonment. Excavations at Compound 3 in Central Samanco provide

comparative perspective for Samancods residen

4.2.2Central Samanco Excavation Results

Central Samanco excavatiofisgure 4.9) totaled 180.5 sq m from Compound 3-@QJE
and UE3), 20 sq m from the Corral (UE), and 4 sq m from a test pit (H®) located in the
terraced southern pampa area bordering the marshlands. Central Samanco excavations also
targeted two post Ely Horizon looted tomb structures (Ucand UE6, 99 sq m of excavation

collectively) from Chimélnca reoccupation (1516" centuries AD).

Compound 3: UR2 (36 sq m), HFB (4 sq m) UE3 (140.5 sq m)

Compound 3 investigat i gk reramadthe Commpgound8 Pr ou
core. Excavations began in 2012 with-Bfplaced in the northernmost patio group of the
Compound 3 core (Figure 4.10a, 4.10b) abutting the Cerro Botella hillside3 edanded UE
2 and also sampled other areas of Compoufith@& patio group is bounded by steep slopes on
either side and terraces down to the various Compound 3 core structures. Walls measured
between 50 and 60 cm thick. The excavated patio group contained a 150 sq m upper patio
attached to 81 and 33 sq m backmsao the west and an entrance in the southeast corner. The
large lower patio measured approximately 450 sq m bounded on the wesizbggigg
corridors and the east by long rectangular rooms of indefinite size.

2012 excavations from UE focused on th83 sq m rectangular room associated with
the upper patio in the southwest corner (Figure 4c39Bxcavations revealed an early phase

characterized by an interior colonnaded bench running a meter out from the north wall, which
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probably supported a roobmpletely shading the space. A well plastered floor associated with
this early phase hadaizecobs, domestic ceramic body sherds, and gourd fragments littered
across the surface. Between the colonnades and north wall, this floor was broken and a burial of
an adult male (Burial 2) in a contorted position was placed inside associated with the second
phase of use. During the renovation event the room was raised 50 cm with construction fill,
columns were leveled, and pole and thatch architecture was utilizeel ioom. The room was
made smaller through the placement of a double wall on top of leveled columns on the east side.
Post holes formed a seircular structure on the north end of the room. On the south end, the
second phase occupation surface corthinsmall hearth next to a bundle of botanics (Figure
4.40) including chili peppdiCapsicunsp.) lucuma,(Pouterialucumg; beans(Phaseolusp);
maize (Zea mays)peanutgArachis hypoger cotton(Gossypiunsp), avocaddPersea
americana) yucca(Manihot esculenta)and squasfCucurbita moschata)Adjacent to the
botanical bundle was a pocket of 40 large conch sfiiais chocolatapnd a butchered pelican
(Pelecanus occidentalisThese data are conducive to food preparation. Notably, thisssmall
backroom does not have an entrance to the patios and may be a dormitory space.

Just north of the rectangular room, an 81 sq m backroom was also partially excavated as
an expansion of UR in 2013 (UE3A, Figures 4.41a). A colonnaded bench extendedass
the southern end of the room, which was leveled during the final phase of usezayging
corridor with three turns attaches this backroom to the upper patio. The corridor was blocked
with two seals during the final renovation phase and packedwitliers creating a 1.2 m high
platform mound. Inside the boulders a complete fine neck jar was recovered as an offering. The
first phase floor of this room is at the same level as the floor identified from the aforementioned

UE-2 south room. Small singktone thick retaining walls reminiscent of the Plaza Mayor
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retaining walls were encountered as construction chambers associated with the final renovation.
The tops of leveled columns were used as levels for plastering final phase floors. The original
floor was cleaned before the final renovation. In contrast, the final floor level contained a
number of features. These include three massive shell deposits. One deposit from the southeast
corner contained over 800 MMMesodesma donaciualams. Two other depis (Figure 4.42)
surrounding the blocked entryway totaled 59 kilos of md&dgnimytulus algoswsd
Perimytuluspurpuratusshells. Another small deposit of Boncholepas concholepakells, the
largest and meatiest shellfish at Samanco, was discovesainicircular hearth lens was next
to the shell features, with burned plaster on the wall indicating previous fires associated with the
earlier phase. Finally, a wooden paddle (Figure 4.43) possibly used in the production of ceramics
was found associadewith the final floor phase. Other notable finds from backroom fill included
fragments of anthracite, polished projectile points, and a possibléExythroxylonsp) leaf.
Sterilesoil from both of the upper patio backrooms occurred approximately bedaw surface.

The large lower patio was also investigated. An 8x3 trenchdB)placed in the
northwest corner of the lower patio was made to compare with data from the upper patio. Here,
excavations (Figures 4.448 documented a 5 m wide colonnadéatfiprm bench which extends
across the entire north wall of the lower patio. The platform stood slightly over a meter high
above the | ower patiods open court ya-scade I n
version of the Plaza Mayor. The platin is accessed via a long zggging corridor over 20 m
long which runs outside the east perimeter of the lower patio. The corridor runs adjacent to an
identical corridor which provides access to the upper patio. The original floor did not show any
featues, but at the base of the architecture a neckless jar was placed as an offering (Figure

4.44d). Inside the later construction fill, a massive depositaszeroots and shucks was
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discovered including over 100 roots and stalks and 66 complete cobs(#igb). Following
the general trend, platform columns were toppled over, leveled, and their tops used in the
subsequent floor. Parts of the colonnade foundation showed deep cracks perhaps indicative of
earthquake damage (Figure 4.44c). Remnants of pdléhatch architecture are associated with
the final phase. Near to the pole and thatch structure on the platform, a colngtgiectersp.
scallop was located which may have served as a spoon. A concentratioGufl2Bitasp.
squash seeds was also lechnext to the pole and thatch structure. Below the platform in the
open area, a complete sardiBairdinops sajaxskeleton and fragment of a fine red bottle spout
were embedded in the final phase floor.

In the southeast corner of the lower patio a caragve 25 sq m excavation (LED)
provided more information on lower patio use associated with lower patio backrooms (Figures
4.46ac). This excavation detailed another three turpzaigging patio entrance which was
blocked with a seal extending a matexwn. Just north of the sealed entrance, we documented an
elongated rectangular room 5 m wide with indeterminate length. Both the sealed entrance and
backroom contained extensive trash dumping extending over 2 m below surface. The original
floor of the bakroom was located 1.5 m below surface, but de facto contexts were difficult to
interpret due to the amount of refuse dumped on top and below it. The refuse contained mostly
plant and animal refuse, including the spinal column of a canine, mixed withHgarkon
domestic ceramics. In the final renovation fill, an infant or neonate burial was placed inside
willow tree (Salix sp.branches. Remnants of fine, white painted plaster architecture were inside
the fill, some of which had crodmtched designs (Rige 4.47). A polished projectile point
reworked into a pendant was also discovered in the fill. On top of the late phase floor several

more shell deposits were discovered. These include a concentration of over 10b¢éasge
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chocolataconch shells on topf a massive deposit &emimytulus algoswndPerimytulus
purpuratusmussels (Figure 4.48). An adjacent concentration of over 1500M&sbdesma
donaciumclams was also located. Both shell deposits were placed on the wall bordering the
lower patio.

Another 5 m wide rectangular backroom was partially excavatee3@)&n the center of
the Compound 3 core to sample contexts south of the excavated patio group presented above for
comparative analysis (Figure 4.42)xa The backroom revealed similar charastars to what
was found in the patio group. The discovery of the third 5 m wide rectangular backroom suggests
size prototypes particular to this type of space. A meter wide entrance was documented in the
northwest corner of the structure. The center efdbmpound may have seen more prolonged
occupation evidenced by a sequence of three floors. However, the same general pattern was
noted with an early colonnaded structure later leveled. This particular backroom yielded more
burials than any other area. Arial of a subadult was associated with the first renovation phase,
and a burial of a large adult male and infant were associated with the final renovation phase. Two
complete gourds were recovered on top of the final floor (Figure 4.50), suggestingidomes
serving contexts for back room usage along similar lines to what was documented f2m UE
Notable artefacts from the area include an elaborately decorated gourd witmgyaved
designs and relatively high numbers of decorated ceramics.

Across theavine from the Compound 3 core, connected structures make up the western
guadrant of Compound 3 between the Compound 3 core and monumental corral. Lining the
western edge of the ravine, an open 35x6 m long colonnaded patio (Figure 4.12) forms a
verandah werlooking the ravine toward the Compound 3 core. Just outside of the verandah a

50+ m long avenue controls access throughout the western Compound 3 area.



Chapter 4: Samanco Excavation Results 77

A 7x5 m unit (UE3C, Figures 4.51d) was placed on the north end of the long patio and
included parof the avenue. Excavations documented a 1 m wide blockexhgigntrance in the
northwest corner of the patio. A four phase sequence of renovations was documented suggesting
long occupation. Original construction involved the bases of the avenue dimgaibo
perimeter walls which extended nearly three meters below surface level, the deepest walls
encountered outside of the Plaza Mayor exterior patio areas. This initial construction phase
contains a destroyed colonnade. One of the columns showee¢hatobggraffiti designs. This
colonnade was leveled and raised, with a second colonnade and floor built on top. This is the
only instance where successive colonnades were built on top of one another. A third phase of
occupation further raised the patio s&xe and likely covered the second leveled colonnade. A 15
cm reparation event created the fourth and final floor of the structure. In the fill of the reparation,
three articulated human fingers were discovered (Figure 4.52). Other disarticulated hunsan bone
were found throughout the fill. Inside the avenue area, the same sequence of floors was
documented. A seal was placed in the avenue during the early phases which blocked access to
the patio, funneling access to a separate corridor further north. Ohttepearly avenue floor,
we documented a complete camelid foot and leg (Figure 4.53). Large animal bones, namely
camelid, were prevalent throughout the unit suggesting close ties to the nearby corral. A
concentration of 43 hais chocolataonch shells andocket of pacatnga feuilleileaves and
seeds were also found inside the avenue. During the last phase of use, the area was used as a
lavatory with a human coprolite lens discovered.

Further west, a series of poorly preserved square and rectangulari®detween the
avenue and the monumental corral. A test pit-@ilexamined the area and found poorly

preserved structures but a deep stratigraphic sequence similar to the laBgepdio.
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The test pit was bounded on two sides (south and east)dy Wade, crudely plastered walls

with finger marks visible. The initial layer consisted of dense animal dung and Early Horizon
materials mixed with wall collapse, with a stdimed hearth documented 35 cm from surface.
Floors below this final occupatiorvel were difficult to interpret, but the unit extended nearly 2

m down. Single stone wide retaining walls were found toward the bottom of the unit, similar to
the retainment fill walls documented from tBA and the Plaza Mayor. The retaining wall
extendedelow the base of the room walls. During the final phase of use, the area appears to be
used fluidly as a domestic space, with animals moving freely throughout the area including

camelids and guinea pigs.

Compound 3: Monumental Corral (H#, UE-4; 20 sgm)

Excavations from Proul xés Building C revea
camelids. As mentioned earlier, the corral contains ten symmetrical rooms lining a courtyard in
the southwest quadrant. Walls stand nearly a meter thick, with largs $twen or more on a
side, analogous to the Plaza Mayor. Two of the northwestern symmetrical rooms were excavated
through a test pit (H8) and the central courtyard was also excavated4)JEigure 4.56a, b).
Throughout the unit, one occupation phase eimented of a floor with evidence of
reparations approximately 20 cm below surface. On top of the floor 22 kg of caked camelid feces
and hair was intermixed with Early Horizon ceramics, shellfish, botanicals, and high amounts of
fish bones (Figure 4.57)n the central courtyard area, there is evidence for cane, pole and thatch
architecture. Wooden posts were found in the entrances of the symmetrical rooms which may
have once supported gates. Obviously, finer architectural features like plasterechavalls a

columns were not documented inside the corral. Below the dung and destroyed floor was a layer
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of dense refuse construction fill associated with the base of the wall. Within an ashy layer in the
fill, over 300 bean pods were discovered in addition elgmortions of the most elaborately
decorated ceramic bottle discovered at Samanco (discussed in the ceramics section below).
Approximately 120 cm below the surface, artefacts from the fill became sparser, with dense
concentrations of camelid dung (1 kgpearing again just before sterile sadil below the base

of the walls. Inside the corral dung, it appears that the animals were mainly fed reeds and grasses
from the marshlands. The corral appears to have been utilized during a single phase of
construcon i n an area already wutilized for pastor.

close ties with Compound 3, especially in light of the animal remains found-BQJE

Central Samanco R@ccupation: Elite Subterranean Tombs (8K84 sq m), U (15 sq m)

In 2013, two 10 m wide mud brick pits in the Early Horizon trash dump areas outside of
compound areas were excavated. At least four of these features esitst szattered between
Central and West Samanco. {3Bvas the main pit feature excasat(Figure 4.58 a, b).

Architecture from these features is markedly different from what is documented elsewhere in
Samanco. Rather than being constructed of stone, the pits containeshatt®dnud bricks

(adobes) with makers marks (Figure 4.59) and bra¢karious size prototypes (Figure 4.60): 1)

A slender rectangular adobe 50 x 10 x 10 cm; 2) a medium rectangular adobe 50 x 25 x 10 cm;
and 3) a large rectangular adobe 60 x 40 x 20 cm approximately. The adobes were likely made in
casts around the sidesghile the centers show finger marks from hand molding. There are no

cane imprints indicative of Early Intermediate Period Gallinazo culture, rather the bricks suggest

much later usage associated with the Chima.
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UE-5 investigated the largest circular adqgit in the far north sector of Samanco,
bordering the Cerro Botella hillsides just west of the ravine separating the Compound 3 core.
Excavations revealed a destroyed 6 x 4 m adobe platform above the 5 m deep pit. Walls were 50
75 cm thick with plasteredhite paint in some areas. A 1.25 m entrance was documented on the
east end of the platform. Just outside the entrance, remnants of a cane roof and large wooden
posts were documented, likely associated with collapsed platform roof structures. Mategals we
mixed between Early Horizon and-oecupation objects from the Middle Horizon and later. A
well preserved floor was found 50 cm below surface clean of artefacts. One exception was
remnants ofsuayaquilbamboo posts diagnostic to later periods.

In the pt below the platform, a 25 cm layer of sand sat above desert shrubs indicative of
prolonged exposure and rain. Below the shrub layer, remnants of broken Algd&rosop(s
alba), Pacaelfga feuille), and AvocadoRersea americargosts were documentedth rich
artefacts and disarticulated human remains. The posts formed a broken roof structure of a 2.25 x
3.5 m adobe subterranean tomb structure which had been disturbed. A 50 cm wide entrance was
located on the north end, facing the platform. The angavas sealed with adobes, one of which
hadacrescese haped makerdéds mark (Figure 4.59). Wal/l
white paint and cloth impressions. The structure was 1.7 m deep, built over 5 m below surface
level. Excavations in theisturbed chamber (Figure 4.6&adocumented at least four interred
individuals and rich grave goods including over 25 black fineware ceramics (Figure 4.62) dating
to the Chimainca period (14741532 CE). Large decorated textiles recovered likely wrapped
tomb inhabitants. Hundreds of stone, shell, and metal beads were recovered in addition to a
broken wooden scepter. Two 60 cm tall wooden sculptures with copper, cinnabar, and white

painted, wrinkled faces were sculpted into flute players (Figure 4.63).Wére wrapped with
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plainweave textile, like most of the tomb featurBse sculptures resemble stakes and were
l' i kely pl aced i @rave doedalsomchuded $6 cane flutesaandcfiee. weaving
tools leading taheinterpretation that the toos occupants were noble weavers and musicfans.
2 m long megalithic stone was placed in the center of the chamber. The megalith had faded red
geometric drawings on top of a thin layer of plaster, some of which resembled stylized waves.
Three wooden postsere placed on the east side of the floor as possible roof supports. Outside
the north end of the entrance facing the platform, a smaller wooden sculpture with similar
wrinkled face was discovered.

Two undisturbed side chambers on each side of the nraim¢bamber were also
excavated (Tombs 2 and 3). The side chambers each measured 2 x 4 m with similar 50 cm wide
entrances to the main chamber. Each was completely roofed with wooden posts, some of which
had collapsed from the weight of the overlying sdrt roof was formed by placing the posts
vertically across the chambers with a layer of gravel and river cobbles immediately beneath. The
chambers were filled with clean sand. In the west chamber (Figure 4.64), two complete llamas
appear to have been sdiced in the entrance. Each llama was tied to a wooden post set into the
floor (Figure 4.65). Behind the llamas, a cache of over 50 complete ceramic jars and gourd plates
filled with food and drink, then wrapped in plainweave textile were discovered afi to@
floor (Figure 4.66). Large chunks of camelid meat were in various jars, again wrapped in
plainweave textile in some cases. Residue analysis indicated that some of the gourds contained
maizeresidue, perhaps as fermented beverage. Inside the daafferings another small
wooden sculpture with similar wrinkled face was documented.

In the east chamber (Figure 4.67), two possible human sacrifices were placed in contorted

extended positions inside the entrance analogous to the llamas from the \wédstrcAde
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burials were in front of a poorly preserved carrying litter made of two wooden posts with cotton
packed inside. Red and yellow textile probably contained the litter. Spikes fratuanango

(Prosopis pallidatree were set in parts of the littg@erhaps as a form of sacrifice for the carriers
(possibly the two interred individuals). Inside the cotton filling, nearly one hundred small sticks
wrapped with yarns were recovered further highlighting a weaver focus. A corSptetg-

spoutbottle with molded fish designs sat in the center of the litter wrapped in red and yellow
textile, along with a small Inca styégibalo jar and another small handled jar resembling an ibis
(Threskiornithinae). Between the litter and burials, four jars and goudgsoaated bag

containing small wooden sculptures, headbands, and two copper ceremonial knives (Figure 4.68)
were recovered.

A smaller circular adobe pit southwest of the aforementioned tomb structure was partially
excavated to compare. Here, we documeatsimilar architectural pattern of an unknown
destroyed adobe structure with Guayaquil bamboo posts, some measuring as large as 2 m tall.
Because of the depth of the deposits, the unit was terminated before getting down to possible
tomb contexts, but comins the likely existence of similar elite tomb structures in the area.

In sum, the adobe construction from Central Samanco shows a rich history of site reuse
dedicated to mortuary practice. In addition to Middle Horizon commoner burials encountered
throughout the site, elite Late Horizon individuals chose the site as their final resting place. The
size and scope of the tombs illustrate the vast differences in hierarchy between Early Horizon
and Late Horizon Nepefia. This rich aspect of site reuse is coaliegd in terms of
performance and ancestor veneration in Chapter 6, but mdepth analysis of tomb contents

and site reoccupation will be an avenue of further research.
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Southern Pampa: Stone Terraced Gardens-{8P2 sq m)

HP-10 (Figure 4.69&) was excavated along the north side of a stone terrace, part of the
series of single stone terraces lining the southern portion of Samanco above the marshlands.
Beneath an initial 30 cm layer of windblown sand containing a few intrusive Middle Horizon
ceramcs, a 20 cm layer of pure maize remains intermixed with Early Horizon materials and
camelid dung was discovered. These remains includedaiferoots, 46maizeflowers, and
stalk fragments and shucks so numerous that only stalks containing roots wertedoll
Interspersed with theaizeremains were 336 g of camelid dung. Inside the dung mearee
remains, indicating that the animals were passed through the cultivation area. The unit extended
another 25 cm down into sparse material remains includinisihend a few Early Horizon
body sherds. The unit was terminated approximately 55 cm below the surface because of the
loose sandy matrix in this area, although it is believed that the occupational sequence was
documented.

To conclude, the data from HE) compare well with construction fill contexts showing
primary crop productiorMaizeappears to be the most common cultivated plant in the area,

although there are likely other fields and gardens containing other plants on the various terraces.

4.2.3West Samanco Excavation Results

West Samanco excavations totaled 18.5 sq m focused on Compouné84HR®D),
Compound 5 (HP), Compound 6 (HB), and the northwest expanse of dense refuser/{jHP
Due to the large size of the site, West Samanco was amlgled to corroborate chronological

placement with the rest of the site and gain preliminary inferences on space use. Excavations
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documented all Early Horizon material similar to the other sectors, confirming the 40 ha extent

of the site was contemporanatuoccupied.

Compound 4: Cane and Adobe Sector {8{/HP-9; 6.5 sq m)

HP-8 (Figure 4.70a, b) cleared a looted area on the west periphery wall of the central
adobe structure (220 sg m) of Compound 4. The adobes making up the structure are irregular in
form and size from 280 cm in width, some rectangular and others trapezoidal. Originally
presumed to be intrusive structures,-8iRas well as HP® below) suggest an Early Horizon
context of the Compound 4 cane and adobe architecture, although theirgolagsibkcupation
cannot be ruled out.

The initial layer of HP8 consisted of 75 cm of adobe wall collapse refuse nearly clean of
material refuse above a well preserved plaster floor. On top of the plaster floor were minimum
ninemaizecobs with 27maizeshuck and flower fragments, large pieces of cane, two fragments
of rope(Junco sp.)six squaskCucurbita sp.seeds, 18 cotton seeds and a boll fragment, a leaf
of achira(Canna sp.)two beangPhaseolus vulgarisya guajaba frui(Psidium guajaba)a
chirimoya leaf(Annona cherimolg and two gourd seedsagenaria sicerarid These plants
were intermixed with moderate amounts of Early Horizon domestic ceramics, including neckless
jars. Immediately below this floor a second floor was discovered withisasimaterial
signature of numerous cultivated plants on top of the floor and limited numbers of shells.
Notably, this floor contained very dense remains of cotton including 60 seeds and 27 boll
fragments, in addition to 86 g of camelid dung. This floamgd the base of the adobe wall
which is constructed of quarried stone and mo

Together, the two floors covered approximately 20 cm of depth. Below the two floors is a
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construction fill layer leading down the base of the wall and what may have been an original
floor which was destroyed. A notable find in the fill was a naturally mummified young guinea
pig. The unit extended down 1.6 m to sterile-saly, where another layer of burned sand and
clay was reorded analogous to the ones discovered ir6Hiad HP7 suggesting widespread
pre-occupation burning. Perhaps the site was covered in marshlands which were cleared prior to
initial construction and occupation.

To conclude on HB8, the area appears to Ineinsively occupied through three phases,
the latter two of which contained well documented de facto refuse indicating intensive
agriculture. The number and diversity of plant species discovered hints at the fact that
Compound 4 may have been an area @éliCto plant harvesting and production. Thousands of
maizecobs are visible on the surface throughout Compound 4. Camelids were likely utilized in
the cultivation process, reflected in the density of dung atop the floor.

HP-9 (Figure 4.71a, b) was alsachted in Compound 4, just outside the southeast corner
of the central adobe structure where its entrance may have been locatediddPlaced along
a cane wall which runs parallel to the south wall of the central adobe structure. The cane wall is
made & two rows of strong canes tied together with junco rope reinforced with horizontal canes.
The remains of the cane wall stand at approximately 1 m tall. Initial layers included cane, adobe,
and stone wall collapse mixed with Early Horizon artefacts, imatudense botanicals similar to
HP-8. This layer is made of compact gray sand similar to fill layers, and may be the fill of a
surficial occupation layer which was destroyed indicated by chunks of plaster found near to the
surface. On the north end of tbane wall, a plastered floor was discovered 46 cm below surface.
On top of this floor were dense botanical remains, including at least 100 individual maize cobs

from over 200 fragments, at least 46 maize stalks from 86 fragments 28 chili pepper stems
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(Capscum sp.) a cotton boll and four cotton flowers, a fragment of yucca, a peanut, and an
achira leaf. Other objects on the floor include a Stamped aieneckless jar rim and a patch

of camelid hair. On the south end of the-BIRall, no intact floors wre discovered, and the

base of the cane wall was encountered approximately 1 m below the surface where artefacts
became scarcer. The unit was terminated here because of the very loose sandy matrix inducing
unit collapse.

To conclude, the cane and adobeter shows a clear focus on plant processing. The
areabds close proximity to the terraced garden
of the terraces at Compound 4. Due to disturbed burials littering the area around Compound 4,
much of the ardkecture is difficult to discern. It is unclear whether the cane and adobe
structures were built atop stone structures during reoccupation, or if they are contemporary with
Early Horizon developments. The floor and material signature, however, is dysiachy
Horizon as seen from H®. The overall pattern of plant production is consistent with other

sectors.

Compound 5 Sample (H®, 4 sg m)

HP-5 (Figure 4.72) was located on a 20 m sloped open terraced area north of Compound
5 and west of the Corral drCompound 3.The unit bordered a 30 sq m structure, with a 1x2 m
sample inside the room and 1x2 m outside in the open terraced area. The initial layet of HP
consisted of dense animal dung (200 @), likely camelid and guinea pig, mixed with Early
Horizonmaterials including heavy amounts of botanicals. Approximately 40 cm below, a very
destroyed plastered floor was encountered with ashy lenses interpreted as the initial occupation

level. The base of the HP’structure wall was located just below the flagith the wall only
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measuring a few stones high. Unmolded adobes (approximately 25x10 cm) were also noted in
the wall that appear to be reparations to the stone wall. Below the occupation layer, a brief layer
of fill and sparser artefacts located in lo@e®lic sand were interpreted to be the earliest layers

of occupation extending down 1 m from surface level. To sum ugh &Rl the northwest

Compound 5 area of terraces appears to be a more lightly occupied area used for animal grazing

and trash dumping.

Compoud 6 and Surrounding Refuse Area @@8PHP-7; 8 sq m)

HP-6 (figure 4.73 a, b) was located at the north end of Compound 6 in a dense refuse pile
located on terraced slopes above the compound. Compound 6 is the lowest of the six compound
areas and lmated furthest west away from the site core, but contains complex, dense architecture.
The unit bordered a destroyed 200 sq m patio room with 2 sq m of excavation in the open area,
and 2 sq m inside the patio area exposing the center 50 cm wide wall pnaidetene and
mortar with rough plaster facing the patio. Initial stratigraphy included numerous layers of
different trash depositions mixed with wall collapse on either side of the unit. Slight color
differences in the trash layers enabled the recognitiat least 10 separate deposition events.
Numerous artefacts were recovered from these trash depositions, most notably several large
fragments of panpipes. Sterile ssiil was encountered in the open space outside the patio
approximately 80 cm belowdhsurface. Inside the patio, two plastered floors were located at 75
cm and 85 cm below the surface, respectively. Floor contexts were difficult to interpret, due to
the successive trash dumping immediately above them. The lower floor aligned with tbé base
the wall. Below the floors was a sterile ssdul, with a pinkish burned sand layer possibly

indicating a prolonged fire in the area prior to occupation.
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To conclude, the north Compound 6 patio excavated i6 MRs likely extensively used
earlyin@ mancobés occupation, evidenced by the r em
be used primarily as a refuse dump over long periods of time, with distinct dumping events
visible over 75 cm deep. This refuse was likely associated with Compound Gansiadjscard,
as the HF6 area is located immediately outside the north periphery wall of Compound 6. The
materials all indicate contemporaneity with Central and East Samanco.

HP-7 (Figure 4.74a, b), like HB, was located in an area of dense refuse tothai best
material data about the far western extent of Samancd@,, HBwever, was not associated with
any particular compound. The unit was located in the 5.5 ha expanse of dense surface refuse in
the northwest corner of Samanco, bordered by Cerro pdl&€and Cerro Botella hillsides in the
upper terraced portion of the site. Initial layers in HBncovered a row of single stoned on the
east side of the unit, and a row of wooden huarango tree posts and thorny(Bustmss sp.)
Surface clearing kealed that the huarango posts extend from the Cerro Botella hillsides
southward all the way past HiPand into the Cerro La Capilla hillsides, approximately 400 m
long. HR7 revealed numerous separate layers of Early Horizon trash deposition analogous to
HP-6, but no plastered floors. The layers of refuse extended down 1.5 m to sandy stesdli. sub
Near the top of the sterile sigoil, a layer of burned sand was uncovered similar to the one
discovered in HFS. Notable HP7 finds include a bundle ofaize roots, shucks, and stalks in
the layers of discard with 91 roots bundled together, and butchered animal carcasses. Ritual
items were also recovered that included decorated bone spatulas.

HP-7 was an area dedicated to secondary trash deposition overeioods of time,
|l i kely most of Samancods occupation. Being | o

area probably saw diverse refuse deposits from all of West Samanco. This is reflected in the
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diversity of materials recovered, including cudtied, domestic, and ritual artefacts. Temporary
settlements may have been constructed in the area, as the row of stones documented in the
surficial layer indicated. The huarango fence may have been a site boundary constructed later in
t i me. T hmyptopediesaveuld haveoformed an effective fence for protecting the site
core from invasions over the western hillsides, or for corralling animals as huarango fences are

frequently used today.

4.2 .4Early Horizon Burials

Eight Early Horizon burials we documented from excavations inside Compounds 2, 3,
and the Plaza Mayor (Tabfe2). The burials have only been preliminarily analyzed. Analysis of
the burials was done by barchaeologist Willa Trask. All burials were located in construction

fill layers in subfloor deposits beneath architecture.

Burial 1

Burial 1 (Figure 4.75) was located 2.8 m from surface level in the Early Phase fill layers
above sterile suboil. The burial is of a flexed child approximat&hp years old wrapped in
plainweave oth, with tenArgopectersp. shells placed as offering®ones were deteriorated so
pathologies were not notefl.second individual was represented in the burial feature by four
right hand bones and two rib headsa single adultBurial 1 appears to haween placed during
early renovations of a colonnaded patio which would eventually be built over with the Plaza

Mayor.

Burial 2
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Burial 2 (Figure 4.76) was located 1.35 m from surface level in the Late Phase fill layer
of the UE2 back room. Burial 2 wagslaced between the leveled colonnaded bench and north
wall during the final renovation of Compound 3 when columns were replaced with pole and
thatch architecture. The burial is an adult n20e5 years oldvith perimortem blunt force
trauma to théeft zygomatic arch probably from a blow to the chesakd peri/post mortem cut
marks along the hair linas well as an antemortem healed blunt fracture in the back of the
cranium The burial was placed naked in a contorted position. Evidence suggests @ violen

demise for the Burial 2 individual.

Burials 3 and 4

Burials 3 and 4 (Figure 4.77) were located 50 cm below surface in the Late Phase fill
layer of the UE7A platform kitchen. They were placed flexed on either side of a sealed entrance.
On the south endurial 3 was an elderly femal#-60 years olglaced nude without offerings.
This individual suffered from osteoporosis and had healed fractures on the radius asd ulna
well as the sacrupperhaps from fallingThe individual displayed very well dewgled arm,
forearm, and hand muscle attachments, potentially suggesting a significant amount of
biomechanical stress to the upper limb bo@sthe north end of the sealed entrance, Burial 4
was a child?-4 years olgplaced with a large gourd cup which pably once held liquid
offerings for the deceaseldeciduous dentitions and lytic lesions suggest the individual suffered
from illness.Across from these burials on the opposite end of the kitchen, a canine burial was
placed adjacent to the dual entrywaysymmetry with Burials 3 and 4. The canine was young
with an unfused cranium, and was exceptionally preserved displaying an orange brown medium

length coat. This may represent an unknownrHispanic breed of dog.
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Burial 5

A neonateburial (Figure 4.78yas located in a back room along the western perimeter of
one of Compound -30)jsstsouwhrotBurial®aBuriald svas @lacEd 1.8 m
below surface in the Early Phase fill layers. The burial was nestled in a bundle of \@&#box (
sp.) braches without offeringroliferative periostitis throughout the skeleton suggests the

infant may have died from meningitis.

Burials 6, 7, 8

In the center of Compound 3 (LEE), three burials were placed in the elongated back
room. Burial 6 (Figure 4.79s another infant placed Balixsp. branches and disintegrated
fishing net located just west of Burial 7 in the same Late Phase layer above Floor 2. Fragments
of crania from Burial 6 show evidence of paint, either cinnabar or aclibt ¢rellang. In the
center of the bundle, a crude copper bead was located and is the only prestige grave good
recovered from Samanco. Burial 7 (Figure 4.80) was a large, contortedgedl8545 years.
The individual wasver six feet talandplaced without offerings the Late Phase construction
fill 60 cm below surface between colonnades and the north wall. He appears to have been a
healthy, robust majelthough numerous healed and healing fractures around the elbows and
knees suggest falling and numerous acciddusal 8 (Figure 4.81) was a flexed sabult
located between two columns during an earlier phase of construction, 40 cm below burials 6 and
7. The face of Burial 8 was wrapped in plainweave cloth, then covered over with a broken piece

of a neckless jar.
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Samancobs burials provide a rare glimpse i
widespread use of cemeteries in the area. The burials are similar to brief descriptions of burials
encountered at Sute Bajo in Nepefa (Coteihal. 2003) and San Diega iCasma (Ghezzi 2000;
Pozorski and Pozorski 1987: 56). In these cases, the burials are also placed in construction fill
layers beneath compounds with minimal or no grave goods. The investigators suggest a possible
offering context of the burials associateith renovations. | would argue, however, that such a
widespread practice may be a sustained mortuary practice in lieu of cemetery use. Placement
beneath domestic structures suggests a close association with the dead and residential life. House
burials wee probably a long standing tradition spanning back millennia before Samanco, based
on similar discoveries at Late Archaic and Early Formative sites (e.g., Donnan 1964; Grieder
1988). At Huambacho, two graves were found which immediatelydaistthe Eayl Horizon
(Chicoine 2011: 533) of two flexed females which are reminiscent of what we documented at
Samanco, suggesting a continuation of burial practices. Later on, Moche burials at Huambacho
preferred extended positions face down.

Secondary human remaingre also located in construction fill layers, including
remnants of articulated fingers and a foot in-BIE and dispersed disarticulated remains in
addition to the aforementioned worked human crania. Some of the disarticulated remains may
come from secaary contexts of burials from middens, while the articulated body parts suggest
ritual interment. Similar contexts have been documented at Chavin de Huantar (Burger 1984)
and throughout the early Andes (e.g., Lumbreras 1989; Rossen and Dillehay 2004, times
Samanco burials indicate diverse/heterogenous mortuary practices which necessitate further
investigation. As it stands, a dearth of pres

lack of social differentiation throughout the Formative Biady Horizon. This is a significant
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component of understanding community at Samanco as more of a ahdnednlinear, or
hierarchicakocial order which preceded the vast differences in wealth seen through later Andean

mortuary practices.

4.25 DatingSamancd PrimaryOccupation

Nineradiocarbon samples wepeocessed bthe OxCal Radiocarbon Facilifyable
4.3), and results confirm site occupation between 500 and 50 BCE, during the latter half of the
Early Horizon, or Final Formative Periothis daces Samancei t hi n Shi bat abds Sar
for the valleyassociated with complete abandonment of meplada complexes and the
fluorescence of lower valley enclosures and upper valley megalithic constriaies cluster
between 40L00BCE across akectors, confirming contemporary occupatwnongthe
residential compounds. This is an important point in support of a large residential population,
which suggests large scale occupati@pid expansiorand central planning, rather than an
organic accmulation of structures over time. One date from the Plaza Mayor sterile layer
yielded a 6000 BCE date, but is believed to be a processing error or statistical anomaly. Dates
between upper and lower layers indicate that site renovations occurred wWehimandred
years of each otheBased on upper level radiocarbon daties,sitewide renovation where
columns were destroyed in favor of pole and thatch architggtabably happened around or
just after 200 BCEThis renovation may have been associatigld lmited adobe construction in
the southern portions of Compound 4.

Comparativalating is possible due to radiocarbon assays from Caylan and Huambacho.
Both sites share identical diagnostic characteristics to Samanco, including site layout,

architecturadesign, ceramic styles, and other diagnostics including slate points, ceramic
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panpipes, and other Early Horizon materials presented in the following chzfiesm
radiocarbon dates from Caylan date betweerIOIDBCE, with an occupational peak betwee
500-200BCE (Chicoine and lkehara 2014: TableAs t he | i kely center of
Horizon enclosure network, it is probable that Caylan was built before Samanco, then Samanco
devel oped in concert wiTwelve datasyfronBuardbachmindicatep at i o n
contemporary settlement with the 7200 BCE range (Chicoine 2006a: Table 3although
large standard deviations from these dates make it difficult to fine tune Huambacho within the
sequence

More broadl y, Sama thicajinsturearcAndegnagrehistongy si t s wi
characterized by diversity, decentralization, and transition after the decline of the Chavin
religious phenomenon. Radiocarbon dates fit the time period corresponding with the collapse of
Chavin de Huantar around 500 BQluring the Support and Postmonumental Ph@sembel
and Haas 2013) Samancobés radiocarbon dates from uppe
the earliest recorded dates at Grupo Gallinazo, an Early Intermediate Period large urban complex
in the Vira walley (Millaire 2010: 6190; Millaire and Eastaugh 2014). There is an approximate
100 year timegap between the Gallinazo dates and the latest Samanco dates, suggesting fairly
rapid abandonment and transition to Early Intermediate Period cultural tradisemsated with
Gallinazo and MocheVery limited material culture from this time pericetovered through
excavationgdiscussedn Chapter % suggests complete disassociation with Samanco and the
Early Horizonstonewalled enclosure traditiofhe Samanz dates bring us closer to
understanding a time of significant sociopolitical upheaval and innovation between Formative

temples and centralized, urban kingdoms of fhmillennium CE.
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4.3 Summary of Samanco Excavation Results

Excavationand mapping rests from Samanco confirm a densely populated settlement
built on residential lifewaysThis is reflected in the level of central planning, density of domestic
refuse, as well as sigide contemporaneity. All six sectors show deep sequences of floor
remockling and intense use indicating lotgrm permanent occupation conducive to residential
life. Principal remodéhg episodegorrespond with a twgphase sequence. The sequence begins
with an early phase utilizing finely plastered columns which were kexretdd and built over
with pole and thatch architecture. During this time, most of the burials documented were interred
beneath buildings, and entrances were sealed.

Samanco was a dynamic settlement, with numerous usage contexts. Inside enclosure
compoundsexcavations revealed data on dexday living, which was largely ubiquitous across
the settlement reflecting limited social inequalities. The Plaza Mayor revealed slightly finer
contexts probably associated with more public contexts. The monumenéd) density of sea
resources, and terraced gardens suggest a site theme of industry. A millennium after
abandonment, Samanco was reutilized as a cemetery for Casma culture commoners who placed
their dead in open ar eas apatibs and platas. bateSjasmanc o 6 s
before European contact, the ruins shifted to usage as an elite cemetery fodi@amability
who built subterranean adobe tombs. The following chapter focuses on material results from

Samancobs Early Horizon occupation.
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CHAPTER 5
FIELD RESEARCH AT EARLY HORIZON SAMANCO: MATERIAL RESULTS

In addition to the extensive architectural and stratigraphic data gained from excavations
di scussed in Chapter 4, a variety of materi al
occyation.All soil was screened and all remains were collected and catalbgedbulk of
materials bring futter evidence to the residential, subsistevaged charactef Samanco
society Ubiquity of materials across site sectors indicate a lack of blgrameaning that access
to goods was relatively equ@ne exception is the Plaza Mayor, where slightly higher ratios of
fine goods and festive materials were recovelBetbw, ceramics, food remains, and other

artefacts areescribedvith regard to occugtion history and site function.

5. 1 S a nkarly Hasizors Ceramic Assemblage

Over 27,000 Early Horizon ceramic sherds were recovered from excavations. Decoration
styles and vessel shapes were consistent throughout the six sectors. In total, 1,487aragn
sherds or decorated sherds were analyzed. Ceramics are sequenced based on local and regional
chronologies. Ceramics were analyzed under my supervision. A typology of vessel shapes was
taken from Ortiz (2012: 99), who analyzed a similar assemlalage c ont empor ary Cay
typology was used for ease of reference when
Proulx (1968, 1973, 1985) and Daggett (1984, 1987) were the first to put together local ceramic
sequences for Nepefa based on deicoralhey developed a mufthase sequence for the Early
Horizon which has since been reworked by Shibata (2010, 2011) and Chicoine (2010).
Sequences consulted also reference broader coastal typologies (Billman 1996; Collier 1955,

1960; Larco 1944, 194&trong and Evans 1952; Thompson 1962; Willey 1945, 1953) and
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Chavinrelated research (Burger 1984, 1993, 2008; Lumbreras 1989; Kembel 2001; Mesia 2007,
Rick et al.2010). Vessel shapes and decorations at Samanco favor domestic use, with a lesser

emphasis o ceremonial wares. Vessel shapes are presented first, followed by decoration.

5.1.1 Vessel Shapes

Neckless jars

Vessel shapes at Samanco are overwhelmingly dominated by the domestjmunpalse
neckless jar (n=993; 68.15%) (Figure 5.1, Table 5.1).rMHu&less jar is the earliest ceramic
form of the Central Andes and was probably made to model gourds (Burger 1993: 59). At
Samanco, neckless jars appear ubiquitously in all contexts suggesting widespread and dynamic
use (Table 5.2). Neckless jars wereamtered in floor contexts from the compounds but
mainly in refuse and fill contexts. The curvature of their opening makes the vessel unsuitable for
eating and drinking. Therefore, the most obvious use is cooking, storage, or transport. This is
reflectedly many of Samancobés neckless jars showing
caked residue (n=239). Exteriors of neckless jars are generally unpolished and-pattermed
burnished lines across the body. Exteriors are mottled red/orange/gnayfoomn uncontrolled
firing.

Neckless jars were grouped into three sizes based on the angles of rim openings which
roughly correspond to rim diameters and overall vessel size. Fe20ieckless jar rim sherds
had holes or handles indicating the vesseldd be used for transport. Larger O3 vessels may
have been more dedicated to storage. There are no stratigraphic differences seen between
neckless jars. Many of the neckless jars (n=243) have exterior beveled rims and interior flanges,

a quality diagnost to the Early Horizon (Burger 1993: 170, Shibata in press: Figuré11).
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complete neckless jar was documented inR3BHFigure 5.2a), as an offering beneath a central
patio.Finally, one interesting form discovered is a variation of the neckless jaamwdttached

spout (n=4, Figure 5. These are also diagnostic to Early Horizon and specifically lower

valley enclosures (Chicoine 2006: 68; Pozorski and Pozorski 1987: Figure 33). Their prevalence
is likely very under represented because of the neadasfie fragment to see the spout attached

to the neckless jar, much like the handles and holes. Therefore, some of the neck jar rims
classified may have been associated with these spouts.

Of the nearly 1000 neckless jar rims recovered, only 28 wereateddTable 5.3).
Decoration styles include most of Samancods
Impressed neckless jars is interesting. No neckless jars were decorated with finer painted
designs, emphasizing their primary domestic use. Ooeption is a fine, black polished
neckless jar recovered from LBE with both Zoned Punctate and Stam@aatle-Dot designs

painted in white, presented below along with the decorated typologies.

Neck jars

Neck jars were much more varied, have a moreilddttypology, and are the second
most prevalent vessel gite (n=214; 14.69%). Exteriors of neck jars are generally unpolished,
with mottled red/orange/gray brown exteriors from uncontrolled firing. Most hayatierned
burnished lines across the boéxterior charred residue on some also suggests cooking (n=22),
although less so than neckless jars.

Small neck jars (Figure 5.3) constitute nearly half of the entire neck jar assemblage
(n=100; 6.86%) and have openings less than 10 cm in diameter. ifieeyrdm bottles because

their concave openings make them difficult to drink from, as well as globular bodies similar to

t
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neckless jars. Small and medium neck jar functions were likely quite similar to neckless jars.
Medium neck jars (Figure 5.4) are $lity larger than 10 cm in diameter and followed the same
pattern as small neck jars, reflecting similar use. Smatlium neck jars generally have short

necks with divergent sides and concave openings, some of which have vertical sides forming a
taller ne&. The taller necked style is more popular on medium jars, probably conducive to
increased liquid volume and jar size. Concave divergent neck jars are diagnostic to periods post
dating 800 BCE in Nepefia (Shibata 2011:-125). Only three jars from Samaniad a

convex, conical neck which Shibata (2011: Figuredatgsto pre800 BCE Nepeiia. Eight
smalltmedium neck jars were decorated. Decorations, much like neckless jars, were basic zoned
designs typical to the area and time period, although textile gsipremay have been more

favored on these. Some smalkedium neck jars (n=12) had exterior flanges created with extra
ridges of clay similar to the interior flanges of neckless jars. There was not any stratigraphic
difference in the deposition of neckeddareckless jars, suggesting contemporary usage. Both
necklessjarsandsmatie di um neck jars from Samanco fit
2010) Ware A of coarseware ceramics.

Large neck jars (Figure ®.were quite numerous (n=40; 2.69%iyen the sizs of the

vessels. Thirty of Sama n ctinafas(Figura 56g, 8.6bntleec k j ar s

| argest Prehispanic Andean vessels. Samancods

and very concave, flared necks creating an interior aisidnich is visible. Two of these interior
surfaces were decorated with a combination of large Stamped-Dwtkend Zoned Punctate
designs. Tinaja rims have the external flange similar to smaller neck jars. Large neck jars which
do not have the charadsic tinaja flared necks are slightly smaller. Exteriors were mixed

orange, brown, and black, the same irregular firing pattern seen with coarseware Samanco
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ceramics. The ability to produce such large vessels, however, indicates a certain level of
technobgy i n Samancods ceramic production proces
throughout Samanco. However, six largely complete tinajas were recovered from-1thelaa
Mayor fill (Figure 56b) suggesting their use in public contexts as welliésin the compounds.
Their preval ence ar oun thaizégarddnosuppatidtbe infecemcethat an d
this area was utilized for largeeale production and trade. Tinajas were used for storage, and as
will be discussed later, for fermetitan and storage of Andean bdehicha).

Shibata (2010, 2011) argues that the presence of large neck jars and tinajas like those
seen at Samanco only begin to appear after 500 BCE, associated with his Samanco Phase. Their
appearance likely correspondsiwgentralized storage and production one would expect in
urban contexts. I nterestingly, no | arge neck
were recovered. Huambachobés Ware C | arge jars
characterisi ¢ tinaja features of Shibatabdés Samanco

Huambacho r ei nf-domesgcdundidnein comparisdan $0 San@amco.

Bowls

Bowls were the third most prevalent ceramic shapsiten(n=174, 11.66%). Bowls
appear¢ b e Samancods favored serving vessel, but
concave, slightly incurved shape models gourd bowls (Ortiz 2012: 102). Unlike jars, some bowls
may have had domestic functions while others served more ceremoniddisioEsurfaces were
also burnished (n=26), but all interiors were polished or burnished. Bowls have mottled
red/orange/gray brown exteriors from uncontrolled firing. A lack of exterior residue and charring

indicates specific serving functions rather ticapnking directly inside the vessel.
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Small bowls (Figure 5.7) were common (n=60). These were individual serving vessels.
Other than bottles, small bowls were the principal fineware vessateowith 30 small bowls
showing fine or decorated rims. Stamyg&dcle-Dot is the most common decoration, followed
by the Banded Lozenge technique. Of note, the Textile Impressed style does not appear to be
favored on bowls. From the 30 decorated small bowls, 23 have carinations in the center of the
bowl sides creatgpdivergent sides with convex openings, and six are polished. Bowls were
either convex divergent (open bowls) or convex vertical (incurved bowls).

Medium bowils (rim diameters between 15 and 30 cm) are the most common of
Samancobs bowl s m(bdwisgvere likely BsedBfgr largeMraedls hetween an
individual or small group. Their surface treatment is identical tedemorated small bowls. One
bowl had modeled handles and another had a hole, indicating these again may have been
transported aroundleven medium bowl rims were decorated in identical fashion to small
bowls, highlighting their close association. Much like small bowls, the majority of the decorated
medium bowls are carinated (n=8) and some are polished (n=4). Most medium bowls are open
(convex divergent), similar to small bowls, while others were deeper incurved bowls (convex
vertical). Another type of open medium bowl with straight, divergent walls was also noted.

Large bowls (rim diameters 3@ cm) make up a smaller ratio of theatdiowl
assemblage (Figure 5.9). These were likely communal serving platters for groups. Because of the
small sample, it is difficult to ascertain which type of bowl was most favored. Incurved (convex
vertical) and open (convex divergent) bowls are adarfdvored shapes, much like small and
medium bowls. Two have the open basin (straight divergent) walls described for medium bowils.
Only one | arge bowl was decorated with a very

black lines reminiscent of treicceeding Gallinazo culture. This fragment was recovered from
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the surface near the central causeway from Compound 1 and may be an abandonment period
style. With the exception of this large bowl fragment, all others were located in Compounds 2
and 3 suggemg communal meals inside patios.

A final type of bowl discovered at Samanco is a square based, open vessel (tazdn).
Tazones (Figure 5.10) have concave divergent, vertical, and straight divergent sides creating a
large rectangular open vessel. Concaxernas are slightly smaller than vertical and straight
divergent walled tazones but all were probably communal serving platters. Tvebaypisn bowl
fragments were found that are evidence of ceramic production from Compound 3 and Compound

2 patio fill.

Bottles

Bottles (Figure 5.11) are the principal fineware documented at Samanco and are rare
(n=58, 3.90%). There are three shapes of boisup-spous (n=48); a convex walled vertical
rim style resembling a gourd bottle (n=5); a more restricted veo$ionncave divergent neck
jars (n=4), and a tathecked straight wall divergent rim bottle (n=1). All bottles have restricted
openings less than 6 cm wide. Exteriors are polished and attempts were made to control firing for
more solid colors including onge brown (n=21), complete oxidized black (n=17), red (n=13),
and the typical mottled orange/red/black (n=7).

Stirrup-spoutbottles are one of the finest Andean ceramic vessels and enjoyed millennia
of use, presumably in ceremonial conte8isirup-spoutbottles have a dual chambered, curved
neck which converges toget her S$tioupspousigavesa si n gl
thick exterior flange lip formed with excess clay onto the vessel, a quality typical to Early

Horizon Stirrup-spous (Burgerl993: 170). Nearly half dbtirrup-spoutbottles at Samanco are
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decorated (n=20%tirrup-spoutdesigns are mainly Painted Incised. A Painted Incised bottle base
was found in the fild]l adjacent to Burial 2 in
An appliquébottle, largely complete, was located in the construction fill of the corral in the HP4
back stall room. This bottle was the finest Early Horizon vessel recovered from excavations.

The less common gowsghaped bottles were probably a smdileeware bottle with
diameters less than 4 cm wide. Two (n=2) of these were decorated with Zoned Incised Lines on a
polished black slip which were | ocated on the
associated to the final Compound 3 renovatiore fEil neck bottle has impressions at the base
of the neck indicating a probable missing handle. Although seemingly anomalous, this bottle is
from deep construction fill of the Plaza Mayor and documented at Caylan (Ortiz 2012: 233)
indicating its contempamneity with the site. None of the concave divergent bottles were

decorated.

5.1.2DecoratedCeramics

Out of Samancobés entire diagnostic assembl
(Table 5.4). Decorated sherds account for 19% of diagnostics, andrdf/the total ceramic
assemblagewhich attest to the subsisteruased character of the settlemestyles fall squarely
within first millennium BCE sequences, mainly from the coastal Early Horizon. As with vessel
shapes, there was not a clear seriatimongdecorated styles over space and time (Table 5.5).

This reinforces the contemporaneity and si mi/
Decoration terminol ogy i s-2IfoN\Nepeiaitypotbgyf r om Pr oul
Al of Saman cedi@dinicegulag oxidized atmospheres creating mottled

reddish brown / black exteriors, with exception to certain reduced polished black fineware
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neckless jars and bottles. Other finewares were made in oxidized atmospheres with particular
concern show in creating red exteriors for polishing. While fine blackware ceramics are
typically associated with préating Cupisnique and Chavin cultures, the fine redware tradition

starts during the Salinar phenomenon associated with Samanco.

Textile Impressed

The Textile I mpressed style dominates Saman
technique utilizes varying textile fabrics and nets pressed into the vessel to create a texture. The
designs frequently occur in incised zones. While this style was once attributee Early
Intermediate Period (Proulx 1985: 214), more recent research places the technique within the
Early Horizon (Chicoine 2010b), namely Shibat
Figure 13). At Samanco, the technique appears to have beémn fine and coarseware vessels,
namely neck jars and probably bottles. Unlike other ceramics at Samanco which are generally

red or brown, Textile Impressed vessels are often completely reduced creating a black exterior.

Stamped Circldot
The seconanost common decoration style is Stamped Gikxde (Figure 5.13), although
the following category, Painted Incised, shares the same frequency. The Stampeddircle
style consists of variations of stamped circles with dots placed inside. StampeeDGtride
most commonly attributed to the afebated Janabarriu phase of Chavin de Huantar (Burger
1993: 170; Ricletal.2 0 1 O : 102). While Burger (1984, 1993
sphere of influence around 400 BCE, Rick (Retlal.2010) and otérs (Kembel and Haas 2013;

Mesia 2007) attribute Janabarriu to an eatiiee between 800 and 500 BCE. In Nepefia, the
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technique is associated with Shibatads Samanc
wi th the abandon me ner Chpvim@upisnique feligides pemles.&ise e ar | i
ceramics at Samanco have large stamped concentric circles reminiscent of earlier ceramic styles.
Stamped Circldot ceramics occur on both fine and coarsewares, much like Textile Impressed.
However, Stamped CileDot appears to be favored on neckless jars and bowls, rather than neck

jars and bottles. One exception is a Stamped Colecombination vessel from the Painted

Incised fineware style, discussed below.

Painted Incised

The third major decoration tymd Samanco is the Painted Incised style of zoned painted
areas inside incisions (Figure 5.14). Most Painted Incised sherds exhibit a white or gray paint
within the zones, with polished red exteriors outside the zones. In one case a zoned black paint
was sed instead of the typical white or gray on red. Zones are made with horizontal bands,
steps, diamonds, chevrons, and other rectilinear motifs. In some cases, the Stamp&btscle
used as a white painted zone. Unlike the previous decoration typeatpres/hich occur on
utilitarian and fine vessels, the Painted Incised technique is exclusive to red fineware bottles.
Nepefads Painted Incised technique is-broadly
dating Chavin and Cupisnigue on the North C@aatco 1945). North of Nepefia the style is
referred to as Late Guafape or Salinar in the Moche valley (Billman 1996: 185; Brennan 1978),
and Puerto Moorin in the Mrvalley (Collier 1955: 211). In Casma just to the south, it is
referred to as Patazca (0er 1960: 413; Pozorski and Pozorski 1987: 61). The style is generally
assumed to date to the latter half of the Early Horizon, between 500 BCE and the turrt'of the 1

millennium CE (See Billman 1996: 189). It is generally assumed that Salinar stytedpain
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vessels paved the way for early Moche vessels which replaced the white paint on red exterior

technique to white slip on orange exterior.

Banded Lozenge

The Banded Lozenge decorative t e-shhped que
designs with pnctations orcirckdl ot s | ocated inside the broad
another fine or coarseware decorative variety which only occurs on neckless jars and bowls at
Samanco. Proulx (1985: 19®4) suggests close functional and chronologicalvigh Banded
Lozenge to Stamped Cire2ot. He further suggests that the rarity of Banded Lozenge outside of
Nepefia may indicate a local style, although there are some basic similarities to stamped and
sealed Janabarriu Chavin ceramics (Burger 19843BR).1993: 170). The Sinuous Zoned
Punctate technique is very similar to Banded Lozenge, but located in parallel waving lines. This

technique was only evident in from one sherd at Samanco.

Triangular Zoned Punctate

Triangular Zoned Punctate ceramics atrfanco are made of triangular incised zones
with small punctations set inside (Figure 5.16). The technique is used broadly throughout the
North-Central coast and highlands during the late Initial Period and Early Horizon (e.g., Fung
and Williams 1977; 1zumand Sono 1963; Larco 1941: Fig. 84), making it difficult to use for
specific chronological placement. At Samanco, the technique is generally applied on finer
neckless and neck jars. A variation includes longer incised lines in place of punctations
(Triangular Zoned Incised), with one example made on a polished black-goaped bottle.

Miscellaneous Zoned Punctate placed in-trangular zones is favored on bottles. Here, the

(0]

(I

[
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incised zones resemble horizontal bands and steps seen in the aforementiededhreties.

Miscellaneous Punctate consists of tzmmed punctations.

Samanco Modeled

One interesting ceramic type at Samanco no
is a fine modeled technique di scoeladisenddeat Sam
up of thickappliguébands modeled in curvilinear designs reminiscent of fine Cupisnique incised
bottles. The best example of Modeled at Samanco is an elaBtirat@-spoutbottle found in
the fill of the monumental corral. This bottle shalnevidence of white paint, suggesting
connections to the Painted Incised ceramic varieties. Another Modeled ceramic at Samanco
shows a modeled hand on the neck 8tierup-spout The hand is painted with white slip on an
orange exterior, much like Earlyddhe ceramics from the succeeding Early Intermediate Period.
Four ceramics with broad negative lines reminiscent of the Gallinazo Early Intermediate Period

Culture (Strong and Evans 1952) were also recovered from Samanco as a possible transition era.

Miscellaneous and Uncommon Styles

Handles (Figure 5.18) featured more prominently in the Samanco assemblage than one
normally encounters in Formative Period contexts. A variety of types were documented on
coarse and fineware vessels. There are also a vafistiscellaneous decorated ceramics
(Figure 5.19) with incised lines (Misc. Incised Lines, Broad Line Incised). In some cases, these
may have been parts of larger designs not visible on the sherd fragment or even parts of

figurines. Others are designs wiido not fit particular typologies, such as incised-fike
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designs. Broad Line Incised ceramics are made of wider lines generally forming horizontal
bands.

Uncommon decorative techniques at Samanco that maygpeethe Early Horizon are
Appliqué Nubbin, RidgedAppliqué and Serrated Edge desigAppliqué Nubbin is described
by Proulx (1985: 200) as resembling tree bark, and is attributed to the Initial Period in Casma
(Fung and Williams 1977) and the earliest phases of Chavin (Burger 1984: Figi4®8yer,
AppliquéNub bi n sherds were found in Samancobs | at
materials. The Ridge#élppliquét ec hni gue resembles a potatods d
to have early components. The Serrated Edge style also shadalsHaiiod precedent on the
coast in Casma (Pozorski and Pozorski 1987: Fig. 17).

The Pattern Burnished technique of crbasched, thick burnished lines attributed to
Shi batabs Nepefa Phase and megal ithimgupper v
relative independence from upper valley cultural spheres. Another technique of more irregular
Pattern Burnishing documented at Huambacho (Chicoine 2010b: Fig. 7) is only exhibited twice
at Samanco, although irregular burnishing occurs on nearly@leomanco6s vessel ex

Decorations are discussed further as they relate to vessel shapes below.

5.1.3CeramicPastes

A very basic paste analysis was done on Sa
for general reference (Table 5.6). With exa@pto tinajas, large neck jars, and O3 neckless jars,
all vessel thicknesses measured less than 10 mm wide. A general paste analysis was made based
on visible traits, along with example photos taken from a microscope camera. Paste types at

Samanco (Figurb.20) are homogenous and coarse, analogous to the irregular firing seen on the
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exteriors of vessels. However, in contrast to vessel shapes and decoration types, there does

appear to be some diachronic variation in paste type.

Paste 1
The most common paestype (Paste 1) at Samanco is a-fyn@ined sand temper with
grains less than 1 mm wide set in reddish brown clay (n=1264; 75.96%). In some cases (n=307)
the paste is gralack in the middle and oxidized reddish brown on the interior and exterior
prodci ng a Asandwicho effect ascribed to the Ea
similar dual coloring with irregular graglack and reddish brown portions emphasizing the lack
of controlled firing; these are included in the sandwich categoryrOtiid’aste 1 (n=331) are
compl etely bl ackened. Paste 1 was used on all
contexts. Tinajas utilized the same basic technique with larger sand grains (n=13), while some

bottles had finer inclusions (n=36). Thisspmoccurred ubiquitously throughout all strata.

Paste 2

The second type of paste documented at Samanco is a rare type of fine gray black paste
with few inclusions visible (Paste 2). This type of paste is documented on earlier finewares
(Shibata 2011: . 9). Only 14 examples (n=14; 0.78%) of Paste 2 were documented associated

with polished red, brown, and black fineware vessels.

Paste 3
The last paste type (Paste 3) documented at Samanco is a lighter, yellowish orange

chunky clay with mixed small pelband sand inclusions, some measuring larger than 1 mm
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wide (n=387; 23.26%). This paste, again, is documented in association with all vessel shapes as
well as Samancods main decoration types. The
color whenfired (n=143). The similar partially reduced, partially oxidized irregular firing

technique is also evident from the light paste type (n=114). Less fire clouds suggest a higher

firing technology. The most interesting information from Paste 3 comes fsmtratigraphic

|l ocation, mainly in Samancob6s final | ayers of
sherds in Level 4 and below. Paste 3 ceramics may indicate a transitional style gradually coming

into use during Samancobés occupation.

5.1.4Non-VesselCeramics

Ceramic artefacts were not limited to vessels.-Messel ceramics at Samanco include
panpipes, spindievhorls, figurines, grater bowls, and discs (Table 5.7). Pastes and surface

treatment of noivessel ceramics were identical to ceramisseds.

Panpipes

Panpipes (Figure 5.21) were the most numerousveesel ceramic artefact, with over
1000 fragments recovered. Panpipes like those discovered at Samanco are widely documented at
nearby contemporary sites, and are seen as one of the iagriostic objects for the Early
Horizon in the region (Pozorski and Pozorski 1987: 119). These are some of the earliest clay
panpipes in the Central Andes (Proulx 1985: 245). They are made up of numerous independent
tubes set into an exterior ceramic baalya stepped size arrangement. No complete specimens
were recovered but the longest tubes appear to be at least 15 cm long tapering down to just a few

cm |l ong on the opposite end. Samancobs panpip
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for vesselsabove. Exteriors are reddish brown with fire clouds visible, and frequently polished
although undecorated.

Fragments were pieced into 306 individual tubes corresponding to various panpipes.
Tubes were probably made utilizing the slip cast technique (@a®864: 108; Proulx 1985:

245). Therefore, the panpipes were likely built to size prototypes indicating centralized
production (See Helmer and Chicoine 2013). 225 tube fragments from the 2012 excavation
season were measured for a comparative sampleest Jimbes averaged 9 mm in diameter, and
ranged from 21 mm wide. At least seven tubes were conjoined based on more complete
specimens recovered, with tube diameters gradually increagingr across the instrument.

There appear to be at leastthreegead si ze prototypes for Samanc
perhaps toylike (See Proulx 1985: 244) panpipe with tubes less than 6 mm in diameter; 2) a
medium sized instrument with the typicall@ mm tubes; 3) a large tubed instrument with tubes
12-21 mm wide The large tubes may be a variant of the medium panpipe type with a bulging
middle section which becomes more restricted at the ends. The medium sized panpipe is
identical to size prototypes reported at Huambacho (Chicoine 2006a: 135) and Caylan (Helmer
and Chicoine 2013: 99).

Panpipes occurred ubiquitously throughout Samanco, meaning that panpipe music was
not relegated to public or ritual events. However, the high incidence of panpipes discovered at
the Plaza Mayor, despite the excavation accountingésrthan 10% of total excavations,
suggests additional panpipe popularity in public contexts. In addition to ceramic panpipes, a
ceramic ocarina in the shape of a squ&dic(rbitasp) was discovered in the Plaza Mayor
construction fill. In the next chape r | provide analysis on sonic

panpipes to discuss musical performance.
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Discs

Along the same lines as panpipes, reshaped pot sherds formed into small discs are also
characteristic of Early Horizon coastal Ancash, 45 of which werevered from excavations
(Figure 5.22). Discs range from1® mm in diameter. Some of these have side perforations
possibly used to hold yarns, while others have center holes or perforations possibly used for
heavy wool spinning or as bottle lids (Chiwei2006a: 137). Again, a high incidence of discs
was discovered in the Plaza Mayor fill possibly indicating higher usage of bottle lids or weaving.
Gourd shaped discs were also recovered probably lending weight to their use as bottle tops.
Similar highrat os of di scs were noted aroureda.one of C
2012: 100). Another more speculative use of ceramic discs is for an ancient gameejealed
across the coast of Peru (Gillin 1945: 85). Today, the game is still played in mragdigon
calledsapq where the object is to toss coins similar in size to the ceramic discs at the mouth of a

toad.However, direct connections between these games cannot be assessed.

Figurines

Conversely, 33 fragments of ceramic figurineswererecavel mai nl y fr om Sar
domestic patio areas (Figure 5.23). Unfortunately, figurines were very fragmented making it
difficult to discuss specific stylistic ties. However, two fragments of faces both excavated from
Compound 3086s cor e nsdampke recoxarey fromdgiEhastaynbnelsaped O
eyes, broad incised lines forming hair, and a headband resembling Cupisnique style Tembladera
figurines (BurtenshavZumstein 2013). Proulx (1985: 253) notes a similar figurine head at the

middle valley site bSan Juan which he ascribes to the Initial Period. The other, recovered from
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UE-3A just behind UE2 in the same stratigraphic layer resembles more Vira or Gallinazo

designs typically seen from the succeeding Early Intermediate Period (Collier 1955hé@1). T

former example was made from Type 1 red brown paste and polished, while the latter example
from Type 3 probably associated with later techniques. Other figurine pieces recovered are
various fragments of hands, feet, hair, and cylindrical body fragmémshigh incidence of

figurines inside compounds may indicate their association more so with residential areas than the

Plaza Mayor.

Spindlewhorls

A total of 23 spherical spindihorls were recovered through Samanco excavations
(Figure 5.24), concentied mainly in residential compounds but found throughout the site.
Samanco spindierhorls are generally a polished red or black. Despite their small size of only a
few cm wide, many are richly decorated with incised geometric designs. Proulx (1985: 243)
da es Nepef abs -whglhte the Early Horizom, whicH dreelater replaced by disc
and conical shaped whor!l s of-whonsare deeothiechwgth gr ou p
similar motifs from ceramics, including Stamped CitDlet and Trianglar Zoned Punctate.
Others have unigue geometric designs sometimes filled with red pigment. Stone-shioidde
of similar size and style were also recovered. Interestingly, one spuhdie¢ was shaped in the
form of the concave divergent short neckydth Triangular Zoned Punctate designs in the Plaza

Mayor fill. The discovery emphasizes the inte

Grater bowls
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Finally, nine ceramic Agrater bowl o fr agme
ceramic object sually found in the Early Horizon coastal Ancash repertoire. These are thick
walled open basin bowls at least 30 cm in diameter probably utilized for the processing of
comestible plants. Deep ceramic grooves line the inside of the object, and extetieds ste
brown/black with fire marks made from the Type 1 paste. These were located in residential
compound areas, namely surrounding hearths and the kitchen are& irQiEoine (2006a:
140) suggests a close association with the appearance of grakerabhdwhe fluorescence of

maize in Early Horizon Nepenia.

5.1.5 Summary of Samancodés Ceramic Assembl age

To concludeon ceramic vessels and objects from Samanco, there are multiple lines of
evidence placing Samanco within a time bracket of 500 and 100 BC&qu ar el y wi t hi n
Samanco Phase. These results confirm Daggettd
Horizon, but do not align with his proposed niplkiase sequence for Early Horizon Samanco
use. Rather, our excavations show ubiquiteogval site use throughout its entirety. The only
possible diachronic change noted was a gradual shift in paste types from Type 1 to Type 3,
although further ceramic work will be needed to confirm this. Ceramic frequencies of utilitarian
wares and shapegho the residential nature of site function. Limited fineware artefacts indicate
the presence, but lesser emphasis of public ceremonial site use.

Ceramic types andatiosof vessel and decoration frequencies are nearly identical to what
has been reporeat the other main loweaniddle Nepefia residential center, Caylan (Helmer and
Chicoine 2012: Table 2; Ortiz 2012: 10Meanwhile, at Huambachdentical ceramic types

were documented, but with different ratios. For instahgger numbers of decoratedca
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serving vessels were found in relation to cooking / storage vessels, suggesting closer ties to
ceremonial site usghicoine 206a: 133, Chicoine 2M). This indicates similar behavioral
phenomena across lowetiddle Nepefia and suggests a certain lefzekntralization, probably
in the form of a lowemiddle valleynetwork although site functions differeth contrast, the
lack of Pattern Burnished and Postfire Scratched ceramics typical to the upper valley (See
Ikehara 2010; Proulx 1985) suggestssaséz conneain with groups further inland.

Regional ties, evidenced here through ceramics, becomes important in subsequent
analysis on performance and community site dynamics. However, the degree of -tersenic
centralization is less than what one tyig finds with ancient Andean societies. No kilns were
documented at Samanco, although it is presume
were locally produced. Rudimentary earth kilns were probably used (see Skinah@d03;
Wagneret al. 1997), based on evidence for thegular firingof vessels. These types of kdne
more difficult to document in the material record. The results emphasize the decentralized nature
of Samancods community or gani Zcavorkslwops,wheaes oppos
artisans were key to the dissemination of specific political symbols. For instance, Rengifo (2014
291) documents the usage of house compound kilns at Pafiamarca, the Nepefia Moche
stronghold. In the following section, important compagtivd at a wi | | be seen in

remains assemblage, namely a focus on production.

5.2 Food Remains
Food remains are the most commmaterial remainsecovered from Samanco. As was
made evident in the preceding excavation chapter, ancient Samasgekéd on a complex

collectionof seafood, cultigens, wild, and domesticated animals to support sustained residential
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|l ife. The foll owing section provides a detail
the major food types discovered.

Shellremains were analyzed under the guidance of Lic. Carol Rojas Vega. Animal
vertebrates were analyzed by Lic. Ali Altamirano, and ichthyological remains by Lic. Isabel
Salvatierra Berrocal in consultation with Dr. Phillippe Bearez. Finally, botanical &alsts
done by Lic. Amparo Gomez Diaz and Kyle Stich. | assisted in all analyses and methodological
decisionmaking. Special botanical features were sent to Dr. Victor Vasquez and Arqueobios

laboratory for microscopic analysis.

5.2.1 ShellfisRemains

Shellswere by far the most numerous foodstuffs recovered from Samanco excavations,
with 467 kg of well over 250,000 individual specimens recorded. Becausgeshellve well in
the archaeological record, high numbers likely enegresent theirraticoin8aa ncoés di et .
However, it is clear that shellfish fulfilled a vital subsistence role. All sfrelin the 2012
excavations were analyzed down to Minimum Number of Individuals (MNI) values (Table 5.8).
MNI were recorded by counting left / right hinges ofddves and taking the larger number, and
by counting complete or nearly complete gastropods. Due to the large size of the sample, only
larger, meatier shellfish varieties and worked shell artefacts were recorded from both seasons
(Tables 5.9, 5.10).

From te 2012 representative sample of all species recovered, over 70,000 MNI were
recorded. As is the case with the rest of Sam
largely ubiquitous across the site. The sample is overwhelmingly dominated bglthwater

rock perching musseBemimytulus algoswdPerimytulus purpuratushich account for
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approximately 80% of the representative sample with 54,771 MNI (Figure 5.26). They are small
medium sized mollusks ranging fror6Zm long and are explolife from massive colonies
along Samanco Bayo6s -meadirksanddetlingdiValMaorax ob&shius s ma |
accounts for approximately 11% of the representative assemblage. Donax clams are an intertidal
species easily exploited from sandy beadrabaverage-3 cm wide. From the same sandy
intertidal zone, mediurarge (57 cm average widthiylesodesma donaciualams account for
approximately 4% of the 2012 representative sample. All other bivalves account for less than 1%
of the sample.

Gastropodsvere exploited to a lesser extent as a Samanco food source. The most
common gastropod at Samanco isTiegula atrasandy intertidal mollusk (n2,486; 3.48%.
The small size of tegula mollusks averaging 2 cm with little meat weight, however, likely
discaunts their significant use as a food source. Rather, these were probaibbdigts of bulk
harvesting and also utilized for fish baiting. Other gastropegdrbgucts further indicate bulk
harvesting and primary production, includigurria parasiticaln= 278; 0.39% andLittorina
peruviana(n=154; 0.22%. In contrast, the large, meaty redkvelling Thais chocolatdavg. 68
cm wide) conch shell probably formed the mainstay of gastrbpsedd food sources, alongside
Fissurella sp(avg. 46 cm wide) limgts.

Table 5.9 shows larger, meatier mollusks recorded from both seasons (Figure 5.27). The
mesodesma clam clearly dominates meatier speci@s46+67.59% followed by gastropods
Thais chocolatgn=1,803; 12.77% andFissurellasp. (677; 11.87% Thelarge concentration
of Mesodesma in Compound 3 (n=5,886) suggests these residents had privileged access to
meatier shellfish than other areas such as Compound 2. All other meat species show a more or

less equal distribution relative to excavation sizegearare or difficult to harvest clams such as
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Argopectersp. (n212; 1.50%, Trachycardium procerurn=50; 0.35%, and theConcholepas
concholepagn=69; 0.49% gastropod may have been prestige foods. Argopecten scallops (avg.
8-10 cm) are an infréittoral species which would have required sea craft and sophisticated
diving techniques to depths of 10m to collect. Their symbolic importance to Samanco is reflected
in the cache of nine argopecten shells buried with the child burial (Burial 1) underreeRthza
Mayor.

Shelswere also utilized as body adornments (Table X, Figure 5.28). The sr3atini?
Prunum curtuntonch shell was the most popular adornmentl®3; 70.40% Prunum shells
and the similaOliva peruvianusare naturally polished, and veeeither cut on top or perforated
to form necklaces. These are warm water species and may have been rare to obtain from
Samancobs col d wat e+ENSOhimes.&dhedmay hanegeeh seenias a | non
miniature versions of the emblematic putudtrémtus galeatusconch horns central to
Formative ideology (Seabel et d. 2008;Herrera2010;Paulsen 1974). Along similar lines, the
discovery of warm wateBpondylus princegseads (n=2; 1.32%) further
attachment to Andean symbolic skelThe relatively low density of spondylus, however,
suggests difficulty in acquiring the shell from its home hundreds of kilometers to the north.
Argopecten scallops may have served as a local substituipdodylus adornments. This is
evidenced by 10dad preforms found in Compound 2. Tl&horomytiluschorus or giant
mussel, also appears to have been a locally produced adornment source used for pendants and
beads. Choromytilusd rich purple color and r a
Two of the more intricate beads or pendants found come from the Plaza Mayor, one of which is
made fromTegula atraand sculpted in curvilinear designs similar to the Banded Lozenge

ceramic style, and the other with a string still attached. Clams weraessddor beads,
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including Semeleorrugatg Glycymeridintea, Spisula adamsgndChionesubrugosaPendants

or plaques to be applied to clothing were made of Nacre, or Mother of Pearl. Six polished black
stone beads were made in similar fashion to &lealtl adornments. Mesodesma shells were
sometimes painted with red pigment, probably cinnabar, associated with ceremonies or painting.

Samancobs s hoerhpare wel witecomteiporgreg lowemiddle Nepefa
centers where data are available, namelgrhlbacho (Chicoine and Rojas 12) and Caylan
(Chicoine and Rojas 2013) and Pampa Rosario/San Diego in Casma (Pozorski and Pozorski
1987: 6263). Ratios at Huambacho show similar selection strategies to Samanco with preference
for Semimytulus algoswndPerimytulus purpuratusalthough the Samanco sample has more
than ten times the amount of skdlly both number and weigfthe values reflect shellfish as
more of a subsistend®sed food found in residential contexts, and coincide with the assertion
thatHuambacho represents more of an elite center
location, the urban center relied heavily on seafood evidenced by the recovery of more than
100, 000 MNI. Interestingly, Cayl Buhnwresnhel | fi s
sanddwelling Donax obesulugn=63,732; 61.6%) compared with semimytulus and perimytulus
mussels (collectively n=29,711; 28.72%). This has led Chicoine (2013: 356) to propese a de
centralized system of marine resource exchange based moregyagecal proximity than
reliance on specific producers.

The Samanco dataset may indicate more of a centralized marine exchange system than
previously thought. Despite Samancods | ocatio
flourish, they only makep 11% of the representative assemblage. Their conspicuous absence
suggests export to Caylan. Eta@adavid (2010: 26) documents that donax clams are resilient,

move with the tides, and can live up to three years. Perhaps differences in survivaliity led
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preference of clam export. More importantly, Samanco shows a marked increase of large, meaty
species in comparison to Caylan. In the caddedodesma donaciualams, 1,378 MNI were
documented at Caylan in comparison to nearly 10,000 at Samancadrfrdan golumes of

excavation. Prizedrgopectersp. scallops from deep waters are almostexiatent at Caylan.
Samanco has five times the amount of ma@dgis chocolatandConcholepas concholepas
gastropods. Therefore, it seems plausible that Samasittents enjoyed privileged access and
control of shellfish resources while more marginal species madevillgy, probably aided by
camelid caravans. Rosek al. (2001) note a similar focus donax clams to the urban capital

of Huacas de Moche dudrthe Early Intermediate Period. Beaetal.(2003) also document

high frequencies of donax clams at the temple of Pachacamac near Lima during the Late
Intermediate Period. Indeed, donax appear to be a staple in terms of shellfish preference at large
coastal capités. Therefore, similar and loAigsting exchange networks may have been in place

between coastal providers and urban consumers.

5.2.2FishRemains

Fish remains at Samanco afsundanaind varied (Figure 5.29, Tables 5.11, 5.12), with
nearly 30000 NISP and 1,500 MNI recovered from 30 different species. Given their fragility and
di fficult preservation, the high density of f
brings significant ancient migespecialyimportant t o | i g
given the dearth of published archaeological fish data on the Peruvian coast after the Late
Archaic or Preceramic (Rei&t al.2008). Fish specimens were counted based on Minimum
Number of Individuals (MNI) as well as Number ofllmidual Specimens Present (NISP). MNI

values were calculated by counting diagnostic bones per sample, i.e. first and last vertebrae,
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crania, otoliths, baseccipitals, maxilars, and teeth, among others. Size estimates were not
calculated due to time comaints, leading to slightly undeepresented MNI values. However,
basic analysis of bone hyperostosis and size ranges indicate generalized exploitation of juveniles
and adults rather than selective stratediée. study has thus far not identified prodorct/
storage areas for fish (e.g., sand curing pits, see Mat@lsl999) Rather, convincing evidence
exists that fish processing was performed at the neighborhood compouné&devestance,
large deposits of shells discussed earlier, as welshdbnes spread mainly throughout
compound floors and fill indicate direct production and consumpfibis. suggests that
production, although done on a largmale, had notetbeen centralizethto distinct precincts
with large-scale storagas is the cse with later fishing centers in the Andes (e.g., Sandweiss
1992; Marcust al. 1999).

Sardines $ardinops sajaxwere by far the most common fish exploited at Samanco,
accounting for approximately 30% of the total MNI and 50% of total NISP values. Saatia
pel agic and feed in massive schools near to
curtain nets. In fact, most of the fish recovered are pelagic or demersal, meaning that top water
fish were exploited over bottofieeders. The dominancé gardines over anchovies is striking.
Recent research has suggested that anchovies are susceptible to climate change, namely ENSO
events, and are often replaced by higher numbers of sardines (€hate003; Jacobsoet al.
2001). Sandweisst al.(2004) have corroborated this phenomenon in archaeological and
historical records. Such high densities of sardines at Samanco throughout all strata may suggest
long term climactic upheaval during the Early Horizon. High densities of sardines inside
domestic eeas of Compounds 2 and 3 indicates their usage as a food source. Near identical fish

frequencies between the two investigated compounds indicates contemporaneity and ubiquity of
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production and subsistenamongS a ma n ¢ o 6 s -regidemcéesoSigsificaimombers of
sardines, as well as other fish, were recorded from the corral suggesting possible export. Mass
harvesting of small pelagic species lends weight to the idea of sophisticated maritime trade
networks.This contrasts with what Prieto (2013) hasergly posited for earlier maritime groups
at Pampas Gramalote in the Moche Valley, where larger species such as shark predominate and
suggest local specialized consumption rather than mass proditéomn (1998: 423) records
similar densities of sharka the early fishing village of Puemape in Jequetepeque.
The Peruvian croakePéralonchurus peruandisa medium sized demersal fish
inhabiting sandy substrates was the next most common fish exploited. Seven cases of
hyperostosis were noted on croakettelrae which suggest a healthy population of adults. The
frequency of croaker at Samanco is interesting. Today, croakers in the area are rare and
command decent prices at market (see also Rastedln2001), and may indicate high social
status or preferee for tasty fish. However, bonier less desirable fish suStiagna deliciosa
were also consumed in high numbedsitil as recently as the 195,0modern Samanquefios had
the ability to select only prized fish for consumption while others were discéBdaio Mora,
personal communication, 2013). Comparative analyses of fish remains at neighboring centers,
especially Caylan, are needed to better understand import / export patterns and fish desirability in
Early Horizon Nepefia. Croakers and most of thamon medium sized (average-20 cm.)
demersal and pelagic fish harvested at Samanco were likely exploited via curtain nets placed
throughout sandy areas of Samanco Bay either directly on shore or via boats and rafts.
Benthonic species lying primarilynadhe seafloor were exploited, although not as
extensively as upper water species. The same can be said of rock dwelling species such as

Anisotremus scapulari@VNI=33; 2.95%) and.abrisomus philipp{MNI=13; 1.16%). In the
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case of rocky bottom dwellers@uasL. philippi, hand lines and cast nets are often cast out into

small pools and reeled in. A number of cast nets were recovered from excavations, although

curtain net fragments were much more prevalent. This would further indicate a preference for
exploitation of sandy, shallow areas. One-$ye ofL. philippii, known | ocal ly as i
drunken one, is known for its psychoactive properties which can render the consumer dizzy and
motionless. Borracho fish are common in Moche iconography (Boud§&t 279), and may

have played a role in Samanco rituals.

Sharks appear to have been exploited primarily as a food source, as no ornamentation
such as worked teeth were documented which are common at other coastal centers (Altamirano
and VargasNalvarte 204). However, shark and stingray vertebrae were shaped into beads,
probably due to their aesthetic disk shape. Other large fish were not extensively exploited, such
asRobaloscion wieneMNI=4, 0.36%) andCoryphaena hippuru§viNI=1; 0.09%).

Finally, deepwater species were not extensively exploited, suggesting that boating was
probably limited to the immediate vicinity of Samanco Bay. Only two aespr species were
documented, ke Merluccius gayi peruangdNI=15; 1.34%) and & (Genypterus maculatus
MNI=2; 0.18%). Hake played a much larger role in later urbanized diets at Huacas de Moche
(Roselloet al.2001: 77), and may indicate more advanced boating technologies associated with
Moche.

To sum up, Samancobs di et dwaes aghiesbasserliogs or i e
of terrestrialbased coastal urban diets as Rosetlal. (2001) and others (Carmichaatlal.

2014) have suggested for | ater coast al soci et
toward mass fish pourement and procgimgin regional economiesvhich differs from

localized specializatioof earlier North Coast groups (Prieto 201Rgsults also suggest that
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Early Horizon coastal and inland groups were more tightly connected than these earlier Initial
Period groups whmay have competed more than collaborated (Pozorski and Pozorski 2005,
2006).

Exploitation of large schools of small pelagic fish flourishing under the Humboldt system
undoubtedly played a part in the advancement of Andean social complexity, as Mosétgy (19
posited decades aglesearch by Bearet al.(2012) and Reitet al. (2008: Table 6.1¢chothe
marinecentric nature of early coastal sites. In the Samanco case, the preponderance of sardines
over anchovies may indicate warmer coastal climatesgithim Early Horizon. Mass
procurement of small fish are conducive to trade, and sardines have been recorded in high
numbers at Caylan (David Chicoine, personal communication 2013) although further research is
needed. Aside from sardines, diverse mediumdsdemersal and pelagic fish averagingb20
cm | ong contributed to the majority of Samanc
coast likely limited the need for deep water harvesting and technology which may have
developed during Moche timesidgh densities of fish remains recorded in the sand of the corral
further alludes to trade and export, with consumpliased evidence coming especially from
Compounds 2 and 3.

The ubiquity of fish species across the site imply similar diets and a |lackiaf
differentiation, significant when theorizing communal organization. This contrasts with later
fishing centers where clear differences in status were reflected in fish assemblages from different
residential sectors (e.g., Sandweiss 1992: 115; Matcals1999). Additionally, little to no
stratigraphic difference of fish densities implies long term stability of fisheries despite possible

climactic events. In other words, large populations appear to have been able to reliably and
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permanently exploiti$heries, as has been suggested elsewhere @Reit2008: 135136). The

evidence indicates that Nepefads urban transf

5.2.3 Botanical Remains

Al ong with the aforement i @opelate pdoducesiandy o f
consumed a vast array of cultivated plants (Figure 5.30). Plant specimens were counted based on
Minimum Number of Elements (MNE) as well as NISP (Tables 5.13, 5.14). MNE values are
derived from minimum numbers of complete or neariyptete plant elements, i.e. roots, fruits,
flowers etceterdn total, 36,860 NISP illustrate the intensity of plant exploitation. Identified
edible plants account for 10,506 MNE and 21,286 NISP from an array of 27 different cultigens.

Maize (Zea maypdominates the assemblage with over 40% (n=4262) of the MNE total
and 8,419 NISP. Complete elements correspond to cobs (n=2,913), stalks (n=795), kernels
(n=366), shucks (n=198), roots (n=32), and flowers (n=13). Cobs are roughly 10 cm on average,
and prelimnary morphological analysis indicates the existence of a variety dfpab. Of note,
maizewas the most prevalent from the Plaza Mayor in the form of cobs and kernels. This is
consistent with the earlier assumption from floor contexts and tinaja gchibhawas
produced and served heMaize starch was discovered in mieremains from gourd cups in
Compounds 2 and 3 lending further weight to consumption as fermented beverage. As mentioned
earlier, convincing evidence exists tihaizewas cultivatd on t erraces | ining
extent where prprocessed elements are more prevalent.

The other plant stapl es Ipanoed bam@Ends/s,s di et

14.99%), lima and snap beafhéseolusp.; n=1989; 18.92%), peandtrachis hypogaea

t
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n=714; 6.80%), chili peppeCapsicunmsp.; n=314; 2.99%), and squastuturbitasp.; n=249;
2.36%). These were mainly recovered from the interiors of Compounds 2 and 3. Evidence for
primary production of sweet potato and beans comes fromaissive plant deposit in the fill of
the UE7 kitchen. The bundle revealed that sweet potatoaie and beans were likely grown

in close proximity to one another and not in mamop fashion. Peanuts would have provided
suppl ement al p rrichtar@mahdiett Syuashasmabalayouddspresented

because of the only surviving record generally being seeds. Along the same lines, manioc
(Manihot esculentan=9; 0.09%), potatdSplanum tuberosuynand tomato%olanum
lycopersicumnare also underepresented given their poor preservation. Both potato and manioc
were discovered in starch grain/phytolith analysis confirming their presence. Potato starch
residue was found in gourds, probably served as liquid chufio soup evidenced by gelatinous
starch reidue (Vasquez personal communication: 2013).

Fruits were also popular at Samanco, mainly pacag feuille; n=554; 5.27%, lGcuma
(Pouteria lucuman=246; 2.34%, palillo (Campomanesia lineatifoljan=220; 2.09%, avocado
(Persea americanjsni=115; 109%), cansdooca Bunchosia armeniagan=380; 0.76%,
chirimoya @nnona cherimolan=35; 0.33% and to a lesser extent gua®sidium guajaba
n=4; 0.04% and pajuro Erythrina edulis n=4; 0.04%. Fruits are most prevalent from
Compound 3, again suggest the possible higher status of this large residential group, while
subsistencéased crops like beans and sweet potatoes are more abundant from Compound 2.

There is also evidence for medicinal/psychotropic plant consumption. AcBigte (
Orellang n=12; 0.11%) is used for its vibrant red/orange paint in traditional Amazonian
societies, as well as an airtflammatory, antiparasite, and insect repellant (Gioggial. 2013;

Ulbrichtetal.2 01 2 ) . Moreover, there i s aldngpartaricmci ng

ev
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through the discovery of paint residue on the cranium of Burial 7. The taraGeesa(pinia
spinosan=4; 0.04%) is also a multise medicinal plant (Duke and Reed 1981332 mainly as
an antibiotic and eye remedy. Recent chemicalasalyst onf i r med t arads str ol
properties (Kloucelet al.2005: 311). The high consumption of fish, perhaps raw, may have
necessitated the use of ap#rasitic remedies (Clement 2012: 65). Ongoing research is being
carried out on coprolites fro®amanco to document parasites.
There is also evidence of horsetail grass Esglicetunsp; n=2; 0.02%), a mukHi
purpose remedy ranging from astringent to-didrrheal and emmenagogue (Schultes and
Raffauaf 1990). Kloucekt al.(2005: 311have documetedh or s et ai | grasso6s ant
properties. Today, horsetail grass is served as a tea for cold remedy in the Samanco area.
Bundles of grasses were often found at Samanco, especially around the Plaza Mayor, which may
have been dedicatory offerings oédicinal plants.
The single cocaHrythroxylumsp.) leaf discovered suggests usage of mild stimulants.
Coca grows at higher altitudes so may have been a prized commodity which was traded for.
Moche burials from Huambacho (Chicoine 2011b: 537) containedltags confirming early
coastal Nepefia use. Psychotropic plant use may also be evident from the discovery of spiny
acacia Acaciasp.; n=8; 0.09%). Certain acasiaontain hallucinogenic tryptamines (Clement
al. 1998; Rovelli and Vaughan 1967) which ativated when combined with MAO inhibiting
pl ants. Another possi bl e h alluthy aniunknogecoastals ed i n
plant seen as a symbol of psychotropic activities in Moche iconography (see Bussman and
Sharon 2009; McClelland 2008)pgaldeet al.(2009) provide direct evidence of hallucinogenic
use in antiquity via hair analysis on Middle Horizon burials from the Atacama Desert. The

individuals were also associated with snuff trays, and AmazoBemigteriopsisp.) vines
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known asayahuasca, one of the most powerful hallucinogens in the world. Snuff tray artefacts,
presented in the miscellaneous artefact section, also indicate psychotropic use at Samanco.
Therefore, it is important to consider altered states of consciousnessratemidental
experiences associated with Samanco ritual performances as essential to communal ideologies.

Finally, industrial plants make up a sizeable portion of the plant assemblage (Table 5.14).
Gourd (agenaria sicerarian=5279; 60.14%is the most amerous. As mentioned earlier,
gourds were used for the consumption of liquids, and more complete specimens suggest cup and
jug-like forms. In rare cases, gourds were pgngraved with Chavitike designs (Figure 5.31).
Others have perforations for hangjrusage as tops, as well as discoid gourd fragments similar to
the aforementioned ceramic discs. Gourd usage in offerings and as burial goods reflects their
symbolic importance. Gourds were probably also used as fishing floats. Catssypium
barbadens; n=2191; 24.96%was also used in the fishing process for net production, in
addition to obvious use for clothing. The density of reeds, rushes, sedges, and bamboos confirms
that the surrounding area was marshy, similar to modern conditions. Theseseafer
bedding and roofing, as well as the famQadallito de Totorasmall coastal boats. Microscopic
evidence also revealed the usage of reeds and grasses for feeding camelids.

In sum, plant data enhance our picture of the role of Samanco as an ecoser and
residential community. The types of plants cultivated are in line with neighboring Formative
sites from Casma (Pozorski and Pozorski 1987: 64) and Nepeia (Chicoine 2006a: 170; Clement
2012), as well as further north (Elera 1998:-1%0) andsouth (Chevalier 2002). The low
density of manioc supports a hypothesized shift in coastal cultivation strategies away from
certain tubers and toward maize (Piperno and Pearsall 1998: 279). Pozorski and Pozorski (1987:

119) relate the shift to an explosiohchichaproduction (see also Chicoine 2011a). In Nepefia,
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Samanco exhibits more than 20 times the plant density recorded at the much larger Caylan
(Clement 2012) despite a smaller excavation area. | attribute this to the aforementioned situation
with sedood, that is, a site focus based on industry and production at Samanco, and consumption
at the inland capital. Again, there are clear parallels with data reported from the urban Moche
capital Huacas de Moche, where there is no evidence of primary cuycpon, rather
consumption (Vasquez and Rosales 2003: 183).

Pl ant data bring significant insights into
that the settlement was not marithoely, as may have been the case with later coastal groups
who relied pimarily on inland cultigens (see Sandweiss 1992). Rather, the community may have
been more autonomous in terms of its food resources, relying on exportation more than

importation.

5.2.4VertebrateAnimal Remains

Vertebrate animal remains make up a serdiut significant portion of the Samanco food
dataset (Tables 5.15, 5.16). Combined, birds and animals account for 3,023 NISP and 788 MNI,
463 MNI and 1,329 NISP of which were able to be identified down to general food animal
categories.

Birds make up tb largest MNI count (n=252; 55.69%). The majority of these are sea
birds such as seagulls, cormorants, pelicans, terns, petrels, and boobies (Figure 5.32). Sea birds
are exploitable from the large estuary system directly west of the site where Nepe#a&adsbu
dump into the northern edge of Samanco Bay. They may have also been trapped on island
habitats. Their use as food is confirmed by 55 burned or cut samples. No one species dominates

the assemblage, but the guanay cormomnakacrocroraxbougainvili; n=48; 19.05%) is the
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most common. They have been common fodder for coastal Andeans for at least the last 10,000
years (see Keefat al. 1998) and rely heavily on anchoveta making the species a good indicator
of environmental condition§.hemost commorcontinental bird exploited is the croaking
ground dove (n37; 14.68% which are trapped with nets on modern farms. There is an
interesting absence of Muscow@dirina moschatpand wild ducks which were common in the
ancient Andean diet. Some long bones2) are polished and worked indicating usage as
artefacts. The presence of the Andean condoltyr gryphus n= 3; 1.19%) as four phalanges
from sectors 2 and 3 suggest ritual significance, perhaps specifically with the feet which are
common elements dBhavin iconography.

Mammals (Figure 5.33) are more or less evenly distributed in terms of nuambeing)
canines Canis familiaris MNI=45; 11.81%), camelidd_éma glamaMNI=40; 10.50%), and
guinea pigsCavia porcellusMNI=35; 9.19%). However, camelidsowld have dominated in
terms of meat weight. Of these, 43 camelid bones show cut marks or burning indicating food
usage and 24 come from juveniles suggesting local husbandry. Canines, ofteeamiplasized
in the Andean diet, appear to have been a Sanfandamainstay, with 69 bones showing
butchering. Canine coprolites found inside residential compounds and open middens indicate the
animals roamed freely throughout the site. Canines were probably important as a festive meat
earl i er i n N¢lkeRafhan Shibpta 2008i 144). d e famanco dataset suggests a
continuation in canines as a dietary staple. In contrast, later urban centers show less of a
preference for canine meat (Vasquez and Rosales 2003: 182). The dog burial fitiralsg
highlights the symbolic attachment ancient Samanquefios had for dogs. Guinea pigs may be
underrepresented due to difficulty in discernment from other rodents, but are a common element

of the Andean diet and cosmology (see Andrews 1972; Morales 1995; Sandw&)ssAh99
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abundance of food trash probably accounts for the high numbers of small rodents discovered
(n=159).

Onsite breeding for consumption emphasizes centralized food production over
opportunistic hunting. There was limited game hunting, as seen witlnefram sea lions,
(Otaria flavescensn=6; 1.57%) sea otters (Mustelidae; n=1; 0.26%), and deer (Cervidae; n=2;
0.52%). Game animals may have served primarily for trophies or tools, indicated by the
discovery of worked sea lion teeth and a deer antladdition to butchered long bones. Sport
hunting was popular among the Moche (Custred 1979). The situation contrasts with Initial Period
maritime groups who relied heavily on sea lion meat (Elera 1998: 169; Pozorski 1979a: 425).
Camelids were consumed-gaite but also probably traded inland to Huambacho, where dense
camelid remains were discovered but no evidence of local breeding or herding (Chicoine 2006a:
164). Meanwhile, consumption of birds inland at Caylan and Huambacho appears to be much
more limited

Data from Samanco confirm earlier suspicions that coastal camelid husbandry began in
the Early Horizon based on studies at later period sites (Pozorski 1979; Shimada and Shimada
1985). The data also align withkxpandingcamelid meat exchange networks@sated with
Chavin in the highlands (Burger and Miller 1995). As Bonavia (1997) notes, camelid
domestication was likely a long and difficult process which necessitates clear identification.
However, coastal use of camelids was probably much more widésih@n thought (Bonavia
2009). The camelid dataset fits numerous criteria laid out by Mengoni Gofalons (2008: Table 1)
for identifying the presence of domesticated camelids in archaeological contexts: 1) Osteometry
of individuals from a range of ages;tBe existence of animal pens and enclosures; 3) tools such

as ropes; and 4) taxonomic abundance. Butchering of juveniles suggests a surplus of camelids
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available for exploitation, and possible selection betweenli@sed and caravdrased animals.

A similar pattern was noted at Huacas de Moche where camelid bones are much denser
(Pozorski 1979b: 150; Vasquez and Rosales 2003: 177). As with the plant remains, the vertebrate
fauna data from Samanco bring crucial insights into diverse communal organizatoiving

different but complementary spheres of subsistence.

5.2.5Summary of Food Remains

The density and variety of food remains at Samanco support the urban model of site
occupation and community organization. Results suggest a varied, complendestiagtuding
marine proteirrich resources, terrestrial domesticated fauna, and diverse agricultural produce. In
other words, a trpartite food system supported early urban innovations, with mbased
protein likely factoring in more than many otlaeas of the world. Additionally, surpluses lend
weight to the idea of site industry based in food production and exchange, most likely with peer
centers such as Caylan. | argue that coastal communities at this time were considerably more
autonomous and ¢s specialized than later groups with stricter hierarchies. Such an arrangement

creates an important setting for understanding the maintenance of daily life.

5.30ther Remains: Lithics, Textiles, Miscellaneous ArtefactsBurials
Non-ceramic, noffood bagd artefacts fulfilled a variety of functions at Samanco
including production, adornment, manufacture, ritual, and defense. Here, they are grouped to

provide basic information utilized later on to discuss daily life and social organization.
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5.3.1 Textiles

Samanco has a rich assortment of textile remains which have been preliminarily
analyzed. From the 2012 field season, 260 individual textile fragments with diagnostic weave
patterns were documented (Figure 5.34). Diverse weaving techniques are evident fro
microscopic photos which await further analysis. Cotton appears to be the favored choice for
materials, although prerocessed fine wool, possibly alpaca or vicuiia, was recovered from the
Plaza Mayor fill. From this sample, 53 were decorated with veamited and/or indigo blue
into striped, checkered, stepped, and solid designs. The indigo style is documented both at
nearby Huambacho (Chicoine 2006a: 158) and Pampa Rosario/San Diego in Casma (Pozorski
and Pozorski 1987: 62, 69). Interestingly, Samasdtbe only case which utilizes red pigment in
the same fashion as the indigo. The red pigment may have come from achiote or a mineral. Other
more uncommon designs include embroidery into tassels, woven geometric designs, and
decorations with alternatingeaving techniques. In one case, a stingray image is woven into a
laced textile. Five woodemusorod fragments were found with attached fibers for spinning yarn
further indicating local production.

At least three types of cotton nets (Figure 5.35) arecavigt Samanco, with 62 total net
fragments recorded. The first type is a thin, tightly woven net with approximately 5 cm wide
openings. These are known as curtain or seine nets, which could be stretched between two
individuals in the surf or between twodds (Marcu®t al. 1999: 6568). These resemble tennis
nets, and their antiquity is documented by Gillin (1945: 29) where they are referred to as
chinchorrosalong the North Coast. Curtain nets would have been used to catch schools of small

pelagic fish sah as sardines, as well as larger pelagic and demersal species. Their large size
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leads to tangles, so usage is preferred in open or sandy areas. This net style may have also been
used as gillnets, tied up for long periods of time while gills of fish geped inside.

The second type of net is a smaller bast knotless net with larger thread woven into
openings approximately 1 cm wide, known as a cast net. Gillin (1945: 29) also documents their
early use, known locally agarrayas Thisis a smaller circ@r net suitable for one person. More
complete samples show a small circular opening where a rope or weights could be attached. Cast
nets are more easily navigable in rocky pools and outcrops (see Masdus999: 6568). A
third type is similar to the Ishknotless cast net but utilizes knotting. Again emphasizing the
interplayamongmaterials, cast nets are utilized to decorate ceramics. Cast nets are rarer at
Samanco, and may have seen more limited use in comparison to curtain nets, evidenced by the
types of fish recovered from excavation. For instance, cast nets are more conducive to deeper
water fishing, as well as rocky species, both of which are less common in the site assemblage.
The lack of nets at Huambacho (Chicoine 2006a: 158) and Caylan suggesh at Nepe fabs
Horizon fishermen were concentrated at Samanco. Pozorski and Pozorski (1987: 62) have
documented bast knotless nets at San Diego, the Early Horizon seaside equivalent of Samanco in
Casma. Excavations by Marcetsal.(1999: Fig. 5) ilustrate identical nets used during Inca
times on the South Coast, indicating ldivggd Andean fishing traditions linking the early
ethnographic cases from Trujillo (Gillin 1945). In the subsequent chapter, nets are analyzed
extensively with regard to tirgproduction and maintenance as a type of daily performance

influencing community organization at Samanco.
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5.3.2Lithic Artefacts

The most abundant stone tools recovered are groundstones (Figure 5.36), with 40
recorded orsite. These lithics were usedmarily for the grinding and processing of plants and
possibly fish into meal. Groundstones at Samanco are made from river cobbles, and to a lesser
extent quarry stones, ranging from single handed 10 cm specimens to two handed grinders up to
50 cm long. Tiese were utilized to grind plants down into pastes in a rocking motion on top of
large boulders with concave surfaces callathnessix of which were recorded in sectors 2 and
3. The density of groundstones is consistent with high amounts of plagte and further
emphasizes the residential site nature. Other stone tools discovered (Figure 5.37) include two
butchering knives made from crude quarry stone. One was located in a context heavy with large
mammal bones in the Plaza Mayor constructiondiill the other was located at the feet of
Burial 1. Various flakes were documented which were probably used to scale fish (dadnan
Moseley 1968)Ten stone sinkers were identified from excavations. Their shapes include
circular stones with long side gnaes or center perforations suitable for attachment to nets.

Three doughnut shaped stones could have been used for larger nets or as club heads. Finally, a
variety of small pebbles with smoothed ends were probably used as polishers to finish finer
ceramicsand stone blades.

Weaponry includes 12 polished stone blades which are key diagnostics to Early Horizon
Nepefia (Daggett 1984; Proulx 1985: 2M1). These are thin{@ced points hexagonal in
crosssection, and often made of polished slate. The lackidéace for hunting ossite hints
towardusage of these points in humamnobably rituakcombat. The fragility of the pointnd
attention to aestheti@sosuggesteeremoniarather than repetitivase. Certain specimens

have resin still attached to thase for usage as spears. Two cases show blades which-were re
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shaped into pendants. Simpler weaponsitaminclude six slingstones. Weaponry is not
surprising and, along with the massive defensive wall which lines the eastern and southern
perimeters of &manco, highlights the warlike elements of Early Horizon society (see Daggett
1987; lkehara 2010; Pozorski and Pozorski 1987; Wilson 1987).

Rare exotic lithics show a certain level of continuity in earlier Ch@&tipisnique
religious practices. Green bétsand andesite artefacts common to earlier religious systems are
evident at Samanco through the discovery of a basalt bow! (probably a mortar) and two polished
green pebbles. The stone was probably imported from faraway mountain ranges, and its aesthetic
gualities probably imbuedspecial significance. Along similar lines, two fragments of anthracite
jet mirrors and two flakes of obsidian indicate long distance exchange of exotics, although
probably in lesser quantities than Chavin times. The two obsidieesfare identical to obsidian
found at Cerro Blanco (lkehara and Shibata 2008: Fig. 30) which show local shaping of the raw

material andh posterioriuse.

5.3.3Miscellaneoudrtefacts

Bone artefacts (Figure 5.38), like lithics, fulfilled both utiligar and ceremonial uses.
Twelve spatula fragments were recovered. Plain, flat spatulas were likely used in the net weaving
process as spacers,malleras (Marcuset al. 1999: 6568), while finer specimens with hollowed
portions probably served for the irgi@n of ceremonial substances (Burger 1992: 200). They
appear to be made from long bones of large mammals. One example from the Sector 6 midden
has rich geometric engravings and may be made from a human radius, ulna, or humerus.
Similarly, two fragments fovorked human crania were found in the-@Eonstruction fill,

probably involved in consumption of psychotropic substances described in the botanicals section.
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Eleven awl/perforator artefacts are similar to the utilitarian spatulas, and were probabty used
weaving and for incisions. Some of these resemble textile manufacturing tools knagqus
documented by Sandweiss (1992: 96) at Lo Demas, the Inca fishing center near Lima. These
tools bring further direct evidence to siéxel production, ascrilageto an industrial communal
identity.

Miscellaneous wooden artefacts include a small ear spool, a comb, four wooden corks
used as bottle tops or fishing bobbers/floats, and a wooden paddle fr@A.Umis paddle is
very similar to those Ramaon (2008: 3999) documented from ethnographic cases on the North
Coast and highland Ancash. Paddles are used for shaping vesselgrinldanade ceramics.

The paddle is a rare archaeological find and brings to light local ceramic production practices
i nsi de SeEmpaumds io s of kilns.

Only one met al artefact from Samancods Ear
association with the Burial 7 infant. This was a crude copper cylinder with a hollowed out center,
probably indicating usage as a bead. The Ineaylbe evidence of early significance of placing
copper with burials, a common practice with later coastal groups, such as the Casma, who placed
copper inside the mouths of the dead. A lack of metals emphasizes theamsteatifiednature
of Samanco sodig, as metals were often the most important indicator of status with later coastal

groups.

5.4 Summary of Material Remains
Samancob6s dense and vast assortment of mat
occupation at the seaside settlement sugggeatlarge population. Ceramics are overwhelmingly

utilitarian and dedicated to dag-day activities. Limited fine vessels are associated with the
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Plaza Mayor and larger interior patios. Neckless jars predominate, and large tinaja jars suggest
chichaproduction. Decorated styles are primarily locathwegional influences from Jabariu
Chavin and Salinar Whiten-Red styles. Plant assemblages further suggest strong emphasis on
maizeharvesting and production, probablycschafor festivals. Otler staple crops such as

sweet potato, beans, and cotton were also producsideoim the marshy areas south of

Samanco, and perhaps in terraced gardens. There is also evidence for ritual plant consumption.
Shellfish were intensely exploited from rocky aahdy outcrops, along with a variety of fish.
Localized rearing of camelids, canines, and guinea pigs was preferred over hunting. Weaponry
suggests conflict was a factor in site occupation, and limited exstich as obsidian, anthracite,
and imported eramicsshow a decline in the Chavin sphere of influence. Burials with basic
offerings and the generabnformity of materials across Samanco hint at a lack of social
differentiation which is significant when conceptualizing sgmiditical organization bearly

urban groups.

5.5 Conclusions from Field Data

Field research at Samanco was successful [
Stratigraphy and diagnostics refute Daggettds
being occupiedalier than the eastern half, but confirm his general Early Horizon placement of
the primary occupation. Rather, east and west Samanco fit into six coeval and connected
residential compound sectors dedicated to all facets of ancient residential lifaald atied
construction styles correspond to-1®BCthat abds (

This places the site within the Salinar phenomenon associated with a decentralization of socio
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political practices between Chav@upisnique and Moche (lkelsand Chicoine 2011), as well
as North Coast urbanization (Brennan 1978, 1980, 1982).

Elsewhere in the Nortlentral Andes, societies were dealing with the decline of Chavin
in similar and different ways. In the highlands, remnants of Chavin lingerdgliogef and
Matos 2002; Matsumoto 2010; Riekal.2010) while the Huaraz cultural style emerged. In
upper valleys, dispersed megalithic hilltop villages and fortifications suggest social tumult
(Arkush and Tung 2013; lIkehara 2010; Brown Vega 2009; Wil€&8). Around the North
Coast, very similar scenarios to Nepefia developed in Santa (Wilson 1987, 1988), Casma (Ghezzi
2006; Pozorski and Pozorski 1987), Viru (Collier 1955; Strong and Williams 1952), Moche
(Billman 1996; Brennan 1978, 1980, 1982), Culeftfasrmey (Giersz and Przadka 2009) and
Jequetepeque (Swenson 2011; Warner 2010). Indeedyaikey influence is certainly evident
during Salinar times. The Nepefia data, howguayideexcavation data from a variety of sites
and Samancprovidesthelargestdatasetrelative to Salinar maritime life.

Samanco6s cdituamtetle site within thet proposed loweriddle valley Early
Horizonsociopoliticalnetwork comprising satellite centers Huambacho and Sute Bajo, and the
large urban center Cayld@hicoine and Ikehara 2010; lkehara and Chicoine 2011b). Samanco
excavations indicate dense enclosure compouthitsh characterizéhe residences essential to
thelowermi ddl e vall ey network system. Architectur
compoundsricludecolonnaded patios, monumental benched plazas, avenues, and adjoining
agglutinated roomfrming compound nuclei accessed through long winding corridors and small
(average 1 mgorner entrancefuring the final phases of Early Horizon use, columesew
leveled in favor of more basic pole and thatch architecture. Our excavations indicate enclosures

were foci for dynamic residential activities at Samanco, including resource and craft production,
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cooking, serving, storage, and periodic events in opgosp&nclosures were also used for
mortuary practices by placing individuals underneath private back rooms.

The dynamic, residenti al gualities of Sama
documented at Cayl 8n. | n appeartmoradeticateddas a mbac h o6
ceremonial events (Chicoine 2011b). Therefore, each node in the peer network likely fulfilled
different regional needs while also remaining autonomous. Samanco more than any other lower
Nepefa site appears dedicated to industen dere as economic production of marine resources
and agricultural products probably circulated via camelid caravans. Evidence from other sites in
the network, meanwhile, appear to have relied on Samanco for food resources. At Caylan, the
power to imporgoods to the urban center entails a certain level of status, perhaps enacted
through allianceoui | di ng, protection, and public event:
Public events at the small, elite center of Huambacho may have garnered siouitar tn
contrast, the lack of monumentality at Samanco and general spatial and material homotjeneity
the various sectors suggesiarge population of average status inhabitants engaged-to-day
activities with loose leadershiprom thatstandpoim, the site brings significant insights into the
life and production activities of variog®cial segment#cluding farmers, herders, fisherfolks,
artisans, and merchani&he addition of the Plaza Mayor may have been a late effort to promote
the site, it Samanquefios appear geared toward internal affairs and general subsistence.

Leadership was probably shammongcompound groups and founded in dual modes of
organization familiar to the Andean world (Anders 1986; Moore 1995). Leadership was likely
divided into more than the typicayllu style of upper and lower moieties common to the Andean
highlands (Rowe 1946). Rather, | propose that Samanco leadership was shared and probably

contestechmongfragmented political units which have been postulatedater INorth Coast
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groups (Moore 1995; Netherly 1990). This is reflected in the fragmentation and replication of
similar residential compounds and multiplied communal sp&&sanco lacks administrative
temples or palaces which characterize later, moraiuigically organized groups. Additionally,
a lack of prestige goods, and equal distribution of subsistence materials furthea ilagk of
pervasive social hierarchy. Positive signs of local, rather than administrative community
networks come from thevidence of daily work and consumption practices which were carried
out on a decentralized scale within the various compound patio groups. As will be illustrated in
the following chapter, evidence for social division only exists through the desireate cre
neighborhood compound exclusivity.

Based on the excavatioesults, | posit Samanco as an ancientn centered on industry.
Yet, the character of Samancobés social organi
chapter, | provide a windowio ancient Andean seaside life through performance, common

experience, and daily practice as a way for understandingtatmearly urban societies.
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CHAPTER 6
PERFORMANCE AND COMMUNITY AT ANCIENT SAMANCO

This chapter exami ne sal Gatamraler a gedosmamceé c h ar c ha
theoretical lens. The analysis emphasipeserialization®f interactions and experiendes
dailylife The | ast chapter demonstrated Samancods u
populated settlement within multiple-cesident sectors. Compounds are built in a way that
facilitates group encounters andckntralized performance of daily tasks within exclusive
neighborhoods. These neighborhdmased activities provide crucial clues into communal
organization. The ways inhich neighborhoods were structured and experienced are analyzed
here. | argue that a culture of industry permeated the ways in which ancient Samanquefios
constructed, perceived, and interacted with their world. This chapter reviews evidence which
points tolocal (autonomous) groups organizing themselves heterarchically during an early
process of urbanization along the Peruvian coast. The data suggest that the extended household
was a more central organizational element than religious canonists from prenasuand
divine rulers of subsequenterdsf t er presenting Samancobds senso
analysis is made with subsequent cultiheésd e vel oped after Samancods
to light significant insights on social complexity and urlnsformations in nestate complex

societies.

6.1 Reflections of Community: Experiencing Samanco Daily Life
Samancobs wealth of archaeol ogi cal data pr
experiences which ultimately shaped the ways in whast groups organized their

communities. Analyzing separate realms of the senses psduidding blocks for representing
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these past cultural practices (Skeates 2010). In response to reading cultures as texts through a
limited visuatbased framework, sendwalture analysis developed (Classen 1990: 723).

Breaking down material and spatial analyses into perceptive realms help to contextualize
performative encounters, as individuals would have sensed and acted accordingly to particular
social, built, and natal surroundings. Indeed, much of the performeametated archaeological
work has built from reconstructing human experiences (e.g., Houston 2006; Inomata 2006; Insoll
2009; Moore 2005, 2006). | focus primarily on reconstructing experiences that refetegtoup
(DeMarrais 2011, 2013), keeping in mind that experiences often vary at the individual level (Van
Dyke 2013).

Beyond the analytical goals of the dissertation, presentations of experiences aid in
bringing the past to life in ways that technicasciéptions of site traits lack. Below, data are
broken into sukcategories of sensual experiences for clarity of presentation. Certain senses
which are interrelated, such as smell and taste, or movement and touch, are combined.
Obviously, ancient Samandies would have experienced a combination of some of these
sensual encounters (Synesthesia), which is how the results are synthesized in a comparative

socichistorical framework of the coastal Andes, presented at the end of the chapter.

6.1.1 Experiencin®@amanco Daily Life: Sight

Sight is the most privileged of the senses in western thought (Classen 1997), and is also
themost commorperceptive data used by archaeologistsmterpret the pasviewshed
analysis, geographic information systems, landseag®aeologies, and other visual analyses
underscore archaeologistsé preference for per

perceptions of the landscape were obviously a significant aspect of ancient life (Ashmore 1999;
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Tilley 1997). At Samaco, sightbased experiences were varied, mostly emphasizing a

performance of exclusivitgmongdifferent neighboring communities.

Seeing the landscape

The most apparent visual experience which impacts the senses of anyone on the coast of
Peru is the stl contrast between green, fertile valleys and the desolate valley margins and
hillsides. At Samanco, the settlement was built in the arid northern valley margin just above lush
marshlands. The site is bounded on three sides by mountains which tunnewihg of the
landscape southward, toward the green oasis and the southern portion of Samanco Bay. This
makes Samanco clearly visible from the southern portions of the littoral, likely under jurisdiction
of the settlement, but invisible further inland, tholor immediately west alongside the ocean.
Thus, it was not a priority for Samanquerios to be clearly seen or impose upon the visual
| andscape from outside ar ea<upisiignéasdMochet r ast s
temples which were centrally placadd built to achieve maximum visibility (Chicoieg¢al.in
press). Samanquefosdé preference to be visual/l
to hypothesized widespread warfare during the Early Horizon (Ikehara 2010; Wilson 1987, 1988;
Dagget 1987, 1999; Brown Vega 2009).

Knowledge and learning are also crucial parts of Andean cultural experiences (Stobart
and Howard 2002) which shaped Samancobés mari-t
visually interpret the moon and tide cycles wouddédnbeen very important to the visual
knowledge of communities like Samanco. Low tides would have been optimal times to harvest
sandy mollusks and rogbkerching mussels, and higher tides with calm water would have been

more conducive to fishing. Full moopsovide maximum tide variation as well as increased
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visibility for night fishing, and are a prime time for sea outings in modern Samanco. During later
time periods, sea deities appear associated with females and the moon (Moore and Mackey 2008;
Mackey 20@; Rostworowski 1977; Quilter 1990, 1997) whose legends may have been borne out
of Formative traditions. Rather than visually experiencing vast corporate fields as was the case
with the Moche and Chimu (see Pozorskal.1983), the agricultural landscapeound

Samanco was probably divided into smaller garden plots containing a variety of plants. This is
reflected in the plant deposit containing mixed roots below Compouvidi2eterraces which

lined the southern boundary of the site would have furthecured it from view. Plants such as

chili pepper, squash, tomatoes, and avocados would have brought a variety of colors to the arid
landscape, yet visual expressions of power. Yet, visual expressions of power over land and
subsistence, often reflecteddbgh the massive industrial fields of subsequent generations is
absent. Rather, Samanquefios visualized diverse garden crops perhaps brokesplote sub

similar ways to the compounds-giie, a visual expression of decentralized community.

Sight and lhe built environment

Samancobs dense, horizontally extended enc
unimpressive from the ground. However, when viewed atop the surrounding hillsides, the
complexity and extent of compounds would have cleflgctedthe viewer as an expression of
newly urbanized and permanent communal spaces. Although mound building indicates a clear
fixation with Andeans on architectural impact (See Moore 1996), expansive geoglyphs such as
the famous Nasca Lines show that groups pt#&htion to aerial perceptions of built landscapes.
Geoglyphs neighboring Nepefia and possibly dated to Salinar times in Santa also show clear

concerns with aerial presentations of built landscapes (Wilson 1988b). The geoglyphs from Santa
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depict camelidsywhich Wilson (1988b) attributes to intensive trade and camelid caravans during
the time period. Looking across Samanco-gast, the kilometelong extent of the compounds
would have created a perception of a vast town with clear boundaries.

Perhaps as i@esponse to such a dense settlement, most of the internal compound
architecture would have been invisible to the outside while standing at ground level (Figure 6.1).
Normally, the open, arid area of Samanco affords large viewsheds unobstructed byoregetati
Special efforts were made to build substantial stone perimeter walls to preserveutside
integrity, rather than easily constructible but more sensually porous cane or adobe. Larger spaces
such as patios were even more visually segregated thtioeigliinner location at the heart of the
compounds (Figure 6.2). Once inside, however, patios are the most spacious areas hospitable for
visual interactions with people and objects. The most visually exclusive spaces would have been
beneath shaded colordel spaces in patios, and especially back rooms (Figure 6.3). Many of
the back rooms may have been completely roofed by central colonnades.

Convincing visual data exist to suggest a preference for private daily social encounters at
Samanco, dividedmongdifferent subcompound patio groups and various compound sectors.
Separation between compounds likely emphasized visual interaationgindividuals of
particular compound units in their daily lives. The tiered separation of lower areas and raised
platform benches also created visual priority of individuals located on platforms (Figure 6.4).

Such a visual hierarchy is reflected throughout Moche iconography between seated lords treating
with subjects, often seen in the Presentation and Revolt of Objectsgl{f®onnan 1975).

Conversely, the gener al outline of Compoun

are the most visually dominant parts of Saman

Proulx during his brief survey of the site. Thesecggavere meant to visually imgssvisitors
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and residents alike. Habitual viewing of prominent site sectors in daily life likely imprinted their
special status in the memory of Samanquefios. This should come as no surprise in the case of the
Plaza Mayor, apublic monuments are often meant to regscommunities and visitors alike
The visual prominence of a camelid corral, however, is striking. As aforementioned, camelids
were a relatively new addition to coastal Andean daily life, having previously Hegatesl to
ritual use (Pozorski 1979b). The visual prominence of a monumental corral was likely a clear
message of prestige through the (relatively new) ability to own a large herd of camelids.
Aforementioned connections with nearby caméladed geoglypha Santa reinforce the
importance of visually perceiving their presence on the coast. Along similar lines, the defensive
wall, originally measuring over 3m, lining the southern site border may have conveyed a clear
message of site defem and probably aanker of fear within the community. Furthermore,
because the site is hidden away rather than being visually prominent, it is likely that a defensive
rather than aggressive attitude was taken by the Samanco community in regard to outsiders.
Light and shadowwere the main symbolic realm of sight at Samanco, similar to other
lower Nepefia Early Horizon polities (Chicoine 2006; Chicoine and Ikehara 2010; Htlader
2012). The bright desert environment provides a backdrop for modifying light. Early Horizon
religious monuments relied heavily on visual plays with light and the sun, such as solstice
tracking at Chankillo in nearby Casma (Ghezzi 2006; Ghezzi and Ruggles 2007, 2011). Inside
patios and residences, colonnaded areas produce shadows which contthstdutevpainted
architecture and sunny, unroofed areas. At the other Nepefa centers, this interplay of light and
shadows was manifested in public art through the creation of stepped geometric murals set on
platform benches and clay cones mounted intoswall Samanco, light manipulation was

limited to general architecture, but still played a major role in how the site was perceived. Shady
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areas would have been most conducive to long term interactions and activities due to the
intensity of the sun, whileusiny open spaces such as patio centers would have been more
suitable for face to face interaction of groups or discernment of clear visual details.

Visual association with light and dark, meanwhile, probably developed at least during
ChavinCupisnique tims at ritual centers but became incorporated into residences and dalily life
at Samanco. At Chav2n de Hu8ntar, the gate st
White Portal, was built with white granite on one side and black limestone on tihe othe
reinforcing the duality of light and dark. Otherwise, clear separation was made in regard to
previous visual symbols, including a lack of polychrome fanged supernatural murals.
Significantly with regard to sight, there is no evidence of any publicseptations of beings
with eyes who could both perceive and be perceived by the populace, such as the figures which
line Cerro Sech2ndéds dual staircase.

As Weismantel (2014) points out, reciprocal visual interactions were a central
performance with pilgrimge centers like Chavin de Huantar; indeed reciprocal visual
interactions were commonplace to Andean encounters (Lau 2013). At Samanco, society was not
under the watchful eyes of deilike beings who were omnipresent at earlier ritual centers.

Rather, patis were built to amplify light and push for fateface interactions between patios

and encircling platforms. An important anomaly comes from the backroom graffito excavated in
HP-1 (Figure 4.18), which depicts what appears to be the eye of a superbainigah line with
previous public arts, especially Sechin sculpture. Rather than being of size and scale for public
perception, the eye is only 5 cm wide. A body is barely visible outside from basic stick figure

lines, perhaps a reflection on the empdadithe eye itself and seeing. This line of evidence
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suggests that activities associated with previous religious emblems may have been carried out in

secrecy within the most private places of the household, and that they lived on in memory.

Sight and théaterial Record

The built environment and desolate landscape immediately surrounding Samanco was
largely void of color, but materials imbued the site with colored vibrance. Rich blue and red
textiles brought color to visual personal encounters. Desigpdasized stepped geometric
patterns seen in textiles, zoned ceramics and elsewhere in public art. Again, a preference for the
color white is seen as the only color employed in ceramic decoration. Meanwhile, preference for
indigo textiles may have been wlved with connections to the sea. The blue pigment may have
been derived from gastropods suctCascholepas concholepasdThais chocolataRed
painted textiles, shells, spinehorls, lithics, and even burial faces suggest a symbolic
attachment to recextant through millennia in the Central Andes (See Ceblt 2013) and
especially Chavin times (Burger and Matos 2002). It is unclear whether Samanquefios would
have had access to highly valuable cinnabar, although the discovery of obsidian coefirms th
ability to procure highland exotics. Samanquefios may have also replicated the rich vermillion
color of cinnabar with safer and more readily available achiote extract, especially on clothing.
Red pigment located on shells, especidMbsodesma donaciualams, and lithics, remains a
mystery. Abstract circlelot eyes were placed on many ceramics, suggesting symbolic
connections between sight and ceramic vesselgr#igtic canorof placing designs within
stepped geometric patterns and zones mirrors tgt@ctural emphasis of zigpgs and

separations with inside and outside.
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Mass quantities of brightly colored shells would have brought to life desolate sandy
middens. Today, these middens are still richly colored with sun bleached shells some 2,500 years
after their deposition. Deposits of shells in corner piles suggest domestic rituals involving the
visual presence of sea materials. Based on available evidence, shells were the primary media of
personal adornment, again suggesting a communal identity tieith the sea. Particularly
lustrous or colored shells suchAgopectersp. scallops anBrunum curtunmini conch shells
were worked into the most common body adornments. Tersgants, | believe, served as
visual markers associated with the muclgdsirand symbolically importai@trombus galeatus
pututu horns. Pututus are depicted throughout Chavin iconography, and have been found in
gall eries throughout Chav2n cetal.26l0)SThdymaereds cer e
used throughout Andean tosy and prehistory in a variety of rituals, including the
aforementioned temple ceremonies as well as fertility performances (see Herrera 2010). The
difficulty in procuring such rare exotic shells created a need to make ceramic replicas later in
time. At SamancoPrunum curtunshells may have served as small, personal reminders of
pututu symbolism in daily life. Here, the importance was not as much the ability to play the shell,
but for it to serve as a visual reminder of Andean sea cosmologies.

Additional symbolic animals employed in the Samanco repertoire are Andean condor
(Vultur gryphug talons the remains of which were found in Compound2e main habitat of
the impressive condor, with wingspans over 3 m, is in the highlands and thus may have been an
exotic import. Condor elements, especially feet, are portrayed on earlier zoomorphic figures.
Thus, it seems likely that condor talons played a part in religious interactions inside the
compounds. Along similar lines, the importation of anthracite jatonsy obsidian, and

Soondylussp. show links with earlier Formative ritual practices involving the procurement of
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exotic paraphernalia (see Burger 2008; Burger and Matos 2002). Visual spectacles may have also

incorporated human remains. This is suggestaa the worked human crania resembling

polished bowls recovered from the Compound 2 patio fill. Disarticulated human remains such as
fingers and feet may indicate decapitation. Furthermore, Burial 1 from tHeRaEk room

showed evidence of cranial deth@sg, perhaps as scalping. Therefore, Samanco likely ties in

with the parAndean tradition of sacrificial spectacles involving violent visual experiences for
audiences (see Benson and Cook 2001). Therefore, materials suggest that ritual aspects of

S a ma s amnunal life was very much a part of widespread Andean religious traditions.

Most of the materials at Samanco were small, portable items which would not
significantly impact the visual landscape. Therefore, the few large objects that did esitst on
likely held particular visuamportance Most notably, this would have included large tinaja jars
used in beer fermentation. As discussed earlier, the production of beer and mobilization of
festivals heavilynfluencedEarly Horizon Nepefia society (Chicei2011b), and Samanco is no
exception. The discovery of tinaja jars surrounding the Plaza Mayor suggests their visual
connection to the actual areas where festivals were hosted. Rows of large cauldrons probably
served as visual emblems for corporspensoed feasts at the Plaza Mayor, or near large patios
inside compounds.

For the most part, visually experiencing
affair. To make sense of richly decorated items such as spatulas, jewelry, or fine ceramics, one
needed to be in the immediate vicinity of the object. As Mills (2007) has noted in the case of the
Puebloan Southwest, size and visibility of ceramic designs can correlate with scales of
exclusivity. In some cases, such as sphvdt®rls only a few cm wideRigure 5.24), significant

efforts went into decorating tiny surfaces with abstract geometric visual meaning. Many

S
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adornments visually elevate seemingly mundane items such as fish bones, shells, an ocarina
pendant in the shape of squash, and a spindtal in the shape of a neck jar.

Such artistic detail put into domestic objects suggests that they were not passively used
and discarded, but were actively perceived and integrated into the visual landscape. Some were
even ritually interred as offerings,suebs t he cooki ng pot beneath Co
gourd filled with avocado leaves below the Compound 2 patio. These are examples of domestic
rituals which tied the community in with the world of food. Looking closer at Moche
iconography, mundane olgfs also play an important role in community maintenance. Namely,
this occurs in the famous Revolt of the Objects scene where objects may even rebel against
society during upheaval (Quilter 1990, 1997). Household rituals involving food offerings in
domestt spaces were also probably a part of longstanding Andean ritual performances (see
Cutright 2013). As a town of industry, maintaining the symbolic balance between society,
sustenance, and the earth was a keysmzrt of S

The only representations of humans come from fragmentary evidence of ceramic
figurines (Figure 5.23), although these may have been more widespread than the material record
implies. A lack of human representation in art comes during a time whelcdadeans were
transitioning from abstract representations of anthropomorphs in CBapisnique to more
explicitly human representations associated with Moche. Prevalence of figurines within house
compounds may be intentional, as evidence from Mochsdssuggests (Bawden 1996; Hubert
2010; Ringberg 2008). Bawden (1996: 82) attributes household figurines to domestic religious
practices. Some of the figurines may have also visually commemorated warriors, as figurine
faces at Samanco resemble combat éguecovered at Chankillo (Ghezzi 2006: Fig. 3.4).

Therefore, representations of humans by Samanqueios was limited to house compounds and
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may have been associated with widespread rituals in coastal Andean urban contexts.
Communities may have especially wadl symbolic representations of warriorsteflected in

figurines as well as other human figures linked to the household.

6.12 Experiencing Samanco Daily Life: Sound

Sound has recently become a significant pursuit for archaeolagigtsAaron 2001;
Abel et al.2008; Boivinet al.2007; Mills 2014; Moore 2005; Rifkin 2009; Watson 2001;
WatsonandKeating 1999)In oral societies, including our own before widespread literacy and
technology, sound may very well have been the most privileged sengdgssen 1999: 271).
Classen (1990) argues for the intensely oral / aural nature of traditional Andean cultures, through
the ability to listen to and therefore understand messages from each other, the landscape, and
deities. The study of fields of sonic dairse, or soundscapes (Schafer 1977) provide pathways
for tracking archaeologies of sound. For the purposes of this project, soundscapes reveal
important information on the cultural ideologies of sound particular to a community. These can
include patternsf sound projection, sound intensity, sound control, and even the absence of
sound. Samancods aur al | andscape, again, ref/l
boundaries placed in sight as well as sound within the Samanco compounds vasedaty of
communal ideology. Below, a detailed presentation of soundscapes brings to life the daily

sensory experience of the urban seaside town.

Hearing the landscape
The enclosed, hilly landscape surrounding Samanco creates a natural buffer which

stymes the transference of sound from any direction except southward out to the open valley. As
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a result, the area can be remarkably quiet, almost completely silent as if in a vacuum, when
sounds are not being projected. The desolate landscape means tadtfloral and faunal
ambiance is heard. However, the enclosed and almost pristine acoustic arena amplifies sound
coming from the valley below, as well as sound emanating from the site itself. Under pristine
conditions, sound can travel a kilometer or m@uering the afternoons, heavy winds coming in
from the sea distort the soundscape. As I illustrate below, such a sonic arena provides a backdrop
conducive to sound manipulation at Samanco.

Outside of the site in areas where ancient Samanquefios frequefeéadsounds would
have characterized daily life. Despite close proximity to the sea, the mountains form a sonic
buffer blocking out any potential noise of the wavessit@. Therefore sonic connections to the
sea were more limited to fishing trips. Tégtuaries formed where Nepefia and its tributaries
dump are filled with rich sounds of the variety of sea birds recoversdarSome, such as
cormorants, have a characteristic grunt which when combined with large flocks creates
prominent noise across tehore. Inside the valley, sound is much more limited and mostly
stifled by marshy vegetation. One exception is the rushing of water inside irrigation canals.
Another is during earthquakes; the valley becomes alive with sound and is often the first sign of
danger more so than shaking based on personal experience. Overall, the quiet natural soundscape

provides an open arena conducive to huimagle sounds.

Sound and the built environment
The built environment is the key arena where sounds, such as the spwkieand
musi c, per meated Samancobs communal i nteractdi

into large stone and mortar walls rather than cane or adobe created clearer acoustic environment
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which preserved interior sound integrity while also brffg sound intelligibility to the outside.

However, partially roofed structures all owed

effect on the built environment, sonic experiments were conducted. The study redied on

methodological frameworkipneered by Hall (1966, 1968) and w#d byMoore (19962005)

with regard to ancient Andean acousticgcus onthe concept oproxemics (Hall 1966: 107

22), where different types of interactions are reflected thrdiggances of comprehension on a

scale from intimatepersonal experience on one endptiblic at the other (Tabke.1). Crossand

Watson (2006: 109¥entify three sound variables which archaeologists can trace: sound

intensity, sound duration, and spatial impression. My study focussdumm intensity as a

means for tracking sound intelligibility and possible extrapolations for social organization.
Sound intensity was measured at three levels of audibility, following Moore (2005). The

first level tested the audibility of persdmateradions (estimated at 380Db) at a volumat

which one would speak to anothargon in immediate proximity {2m). The secondolume

tested audibility at a slightly higher decibel leveldléd as social interaction (58DDb), at

which one might speak tanother in louder or more social settings, and a tlohdme labelled

public interaction testetthe audibility of panpipes (80000b), the inferredzolume ofpublic

activities. Audibility levels were graded on a thttesr scaleof comprehensiont) heamg and

understanding what was spok@j;hearing the sourout notunderstanding what was spok@&;

neither hearing nor understanding what wsken Comparative sound tests were conducted

from the center of the Plaza Mayor, and from the centerofapatir om Compound 30s
Tests were conducted with a speaker, a listener, and a recorder. The speaker (myself)

orated random words or phrases which were then marked on a scale of intelligibility by the

recorder on a scale of 1) hear and understante&) but not understand and 3) hear nothing at
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each of the three volume levels. The listener moved in transects in each cardinal direction,
stopping at 10 m intervals for each test until sounds disappeared. The speaker kept each
interaction level within debel ranges by using a handheld decibel reader. Tests were conducted
in the mornings before winds distorted the soundscape. Obviously, empty ruins bring some
difficulties into recreating past sound patterns. A large settlement of probably a few thousand
people would have created much louder ambiance than what tests recorded. Additionally, higher
original wall heights would have muffled sounds more than tests show. However, tracking of
sounds under pristine conditions provide a conservative baselinetfarfiunferences on sound
control. Results were plotted in contours (Figures 6.5, 6.6, Table 6.2).

Within the Plaza Mayor, personal interactions (Figure 6.5) were confined by high walls
and platform benches, nearly identical to what has been reportediat Geglan (Helmer and
Chicoine 2013). Intimate messages would have only been understandable within the confines of
the plaza walls, and generally audible throughout the Plaza Mayor and neighboring Compound 2.
Similarly, social interactions were understaht® throughout the Plaza Mayor and Compound 2,
but were still only audible to the upper terraced level of the site. For instance, Compound 1,
despite close proximity to the plaza, was excluded from both visual and sonic private encounters
emanating fromhe plaza. The panpipe test reflecting public events shows a much different
picture, where musical performances were amplified. Sounds were funneled southward and
audible up to a half kilometer down valley from a single panpipe. Combined with numerous
panppe players, festivals inside the Plaza Mayor would have permeated large parts of the valley.

Sounds from Compound 3 (Figure 6.6), meanwhile, permeated approximately double the
area of the Plaza Mayor at the personal and social levels. As with the Plazia 86ayd

contours align nicely with the limits of compound architecture, emphasizing the importance of
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constructed boundaries. The terraces leading down from Compound 3 form an acoustic buffer
which limits the transference of sound southward. The CertellBdnillsides between

Compound 3 and the Plaza Mayor block sounds as well as viewshed. The social distances and
sensual boundaries between the two areas can be interpreted as intentional efforts at inter
communal exclusivity. Finally, as with the Plazayr, panpipe performances and public
interactions were much more permeable but were again stifled by Cerro Botella between
Compounds 2 and 3. Overall, musical performances from Compound 3 did not have the ability to
broadcast as well as the Plaza Mayorolths oriented dowavalley more conducive to

southward projection.

In sum, the built environment emphasized creating and maintaining social boundaries
through sound. Plazas could actually be venues for private rituals. In other cases, they could
broadcasand bring in participants analogous to Initial Period meplada pilgrimage centers.
Spoken sounds were confined to associated compound areas, and did not permeate to other
compounds. As Moore (2005: -8B) states, soundscapes correlate with socialntista
particularly with regard to households in mobile societies. Moore (200%68bas illustrated
the mobility of the house and fluid soundscapes from earlier Formative groups. In the Samanco
case, clear differences are seen. Namely, establishedsoaralaries within permanent
compounds promote communal solidarity within the compound on one hand, while creating

exclusivity between compounds on the other.

Sound and the material record
The material record further illustrates how sound permeatednari@aenanco life. The

most sounepertinent artifacts from Samanco are the clay panpipes which are found in high
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densities across the site (Table 5.7). Panpipe music likely accompanied daily actisities
evidenced by their high numbers in residential commglidfill in addition to more formalized

public events. Evidence for more intense public use comes from the disproportionately high
number of panpipe fragments coming from the Plaza Mayor. These panpipes create a loud,
spectral wind sound which was probatiig preferred musical presence although other musical
instruments that did not survive the archaeological record surely existed. Decibel meter tests
showed that a single panpipe creates around 100 Db of noise within a 1 m range of the player.
The sound iso loud, in fact, that prolonged playing creates a ringing in the ears. These
characteristic clay panpipes appear to be much stronger acoustically than typical cane pipes.
Inside the Plaza Mayor and interior compound patios, a single panpipe maintaimed &0 Db

of noise inside the structure. Conformity to size prototypes suggests specific ranges of sound
were preferred, probably corresponding to octave ranges.

In a study of Nasca panpipes, Gruszczyrsikdkowska(2009) notes a correlation with
octaveranges and tube sizes, and argues for a cognitive dissonant effect of grouped panpipe
performancesrather than harmonization (see also Bolafios 18883he iconography further
suggests paired and grouped panpipe performance, with players often portnagiesl or even
tied together (Donnan 1982: Figure 4). The level of breath required to play the panpipes almost
necessitates group playing with interlocking notes. In contemporary ethnographic cases from the
southern highlands, interlocking panpipe perfances are common (Stobart 2002 94
100).Therefore, panpipes were most likely the loudest sound experience at Samanco and a key
part of group interactions and festivals. Their aforementioned omnipresence throughout Early
Horizon coastal contexts furtherggests a formalized musiaalltureparticular to the time

period.
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Other characteristic city sounds would have included the barking of dogspitdgad
humming and huffing of camelids, and guinea pig squeaks. Evidence for animals inside
compounds, e.glroppings, indicates that these noises were tolerated and formed daily
occurrences not just in pens and corrals but throughout residences. The crackling of fires,
especially at night, would have emanated out from the compounds. Residential sounds would
hawe also included the chopping of wood, chipping of stone tools, meat butchering, and grinding
of plants into meal on groundstones. Other activities, such as weaving and ceramic production
would have been quieter. Ceramic firing may have occurred outsabengfounds in makeshift
subterranean earth ovens closer to the clay rich river beds like those documented by Shimada
(2003) in Formative Period La Leche to the noihisier crafts such as metallurgiere absent.
Mixed sounds of daily activities would habeen heard around the compounds at the social scale
of interaction graphed above. Theksly activitiesin large, permanent residential patibs

argue, formed the primary basis of early urban social organization at Samanco.

6.1.3 Experiencing Samancally Life: Taste and Olfaction

Smell, or olfaction, and taste are linked senses which allow us to ingest the outside world.
The difficulty of tracking smell in the archaeological record has led to limited studies outside of
obvious cases, such as incensd atual (see Skeates 2010: 15). Sdeaged archaeologies have
recently become more common (e.g., Day 2013; Hopwood 2013; Jones 2001; Murphy 2013;
Skeates 2010; Thomas 2013) and have emphasized the linkages between smell, identity, and
memory. Here, | fous on similar concerns framed within the smells of daily practice.
Archaeologies of foodways, meanwhile, are much more developed (see Bray 2003a, 2003b),

especially in terms of political economy in the form of feasting (Hayden 1996; Dietler 2001).
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Foodway associated with daily communal life, as well as more formalized feasting episodes, are
discussed here as they relate to performance. Analyses of foodways reiterate the importance of

Ssubsi stence and neighborhood commensality to

Smells of the landscape

The smells around Samanco are very limited because of the desolate landscape. The
windy, sandy environment leads to dusty experiences which clog the nose, something familiar to
most archaeologists. Ancient Samanquefios dedigitive in the dusty valley margins reveals
an interesting community decision with regard to personal comfort, perhaps necessitated by
defensive concerns. Just below the site, the smells of marshlands, flora and fauna bring the
natural world to the nose.d\blants of the valley bottom or crops documented produce
particularly potent smells. The smell of the ocean permeates up to about a kilometer before the
site. When visiting the upper valley, Samanquefios would have experienced a distinctive sensory

experiece of the much higher variety of flora, especially around the Moro pocket.

Remains of smells and tastes in the material record and built environment

With regards to the material record and built environment, smells and tastes are tied
together. Smellsfeseafood were likely key sources of identity which distinguished Samanco
from other communities. For instance, Almagor (1987) illustrates ethnographically that
fisherfolk smell unpleasant to herders and other outsiders unaccustomed to pungent sea smells.
Indeed, tolerances and prejudices of smell are often culturally associated, especially as they
relate to vocation. Seemingly unpleasant smells of decaying sea matter are a part of daily life for

maritime societies. In modern Chimbote, for instance, thesirne@amount of locallproduced
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fish and fishbased products creates a smell so strong that most outsiders, including
archaeologists, identify the town distinctly for its smell. Meanwhile, local Chimbotanos almost
take pride in the smells, and have a mietayihat the seafood odor is the smell of money. As the
principal seafood producers in the area during the Early Horizon, Samanquefios probably
associated with scents of the sea at a communal level.

Smells are often associated with class or status (Mur@b$)2In recent times, for
instance, class divides in the Andes are often perceived by way of ameltgrural farmers
who smell of the earth, and perfumed cosmopolitans (Orlove 1998). Without evidence of
established elites probably divorced from dattiaties, most Samanquefios probably smelled
of earth and sea scents associated with their subsistence practices.

An exception to the daily sensorium of smells at Samanco involves ritual specialists who
certainly existed even after the decline of Chaelated religious leaders. The snuff trays and
stone mortars discovered-site confirm hallucinogenic use. Inhalable psychotropics attach a
supernatural aspect to the olfaction experience. The tenoned heads from Chavin de Huéantar, for
instance, show mucuanning from the noses of anthropomorphic figures transforming from
human to felindike forms (see Burger 1992). By explicitly showing mucus, artists highlighted
the importance of the olfaction process in the recognition of supernatural transformdimns. T
burning of chili peppers and smoke chambers, as evidenced at nearby sites like La Galgada
(Grieder 1988), further highlights the placement of smell in ritual encounters. Indeed, the nose
may have been a vehicle for passing into the spiritual world.

Red ms of food and taste were a key arena
stuffs recovered indicate a rich and varied food performance. This diversity likely afforded the

commonfolk with comparative flexibility in their diet when compared toevsmrcially

of
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differentiated groups. At the same time, food surpluses likely paved the way for gradually
increased inequalities. Nearly identical food statistics from Compound 2 and Compound 3
indicate uniformity in the diet and reinforce a lack of socided#ntiation. Daily meals were

served in small backrooms and especially patios which were linked to food preparation areas.
Patios were probably the main venues for communal meals, and their size suggests large
suprahousehold gatherings in the daily penfance of eating. Taste experiences were not limited
to certain members of society, although certain taste experiences would have been reserved for
special events, such as the consumpticchatha

Over 80% of vessels at Samanco were cooking, stovageylti-function vessels which
speak to the domestic component of site use rather than public ritual venues where serving
vessels often prdominate (see Roddick 2002). The charred characteristics of neckless jars
suggest they were primarily used for coak Their restricted mouths would have contained heat
and minimized food spillage or contamination in a form conducive to stew cooking. Gourds and
smalltmedium bowls were the preferred serving vessels for individual meals. Meanwhile, large
bowls and deeplatters or tazones with diameters up to 38 cm indicate preparation/serving of
larger portions, likely for more communal consumption.

Seafood and starchy plants such as potato, sweet potato, squash, and beans probably
accounted for the majority of the Hdafood experience. The mictanalysis indicates that starchy
substances, namely potato, were served in liquid form inside gourds. These may have been
starchy stews similar tohufig a dried and rehydrated potato staple of the Andean highlands
which smellsquite pungent. Lau (2013: 146) has described the unique properties of chufio,
where patterns of preparation and drying are culturally tied in with mummification practices.

This dietary staple would have been a lifeline for ancient Samanquefios.
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Starchy stevs would have mixed well with shellfish and small fish such as sardines, as
well as mixed vegetables and sea birds. Larger fish may have been grilled directly, or perhaps
served in an archaic form of ceviche utilizing acidic fruits such as cherimoya.eheace for
raw fish consumption comes from comparative parasite evidence from Caylan (Clement 2012),
while we await parasite analysis at Samanco. Breakage patterns on caracol shells suggest they
were eaten raw (see also Chicoine and Rojas 2Ubh2highincidence of chili peppers indicates
a concern with taste and flavoring beyond basic food experience as sustenance. Evidence from
Samanco suggests they became part of daily meals at least by the Early Horizon. At Caylan, for
instance, chili pepper was fod in 68% of coprolites analyzed (Clement 2012: 61) and may have
been paired with seafood, which was evident in 100% of the samples.

The formal patio hearths suggest that Samanquefios ate in communal compound groups
rather than small fragmented familiesdahat spaces were clearly delineated for eating. Patio
meals were probably key times of socialization when different segments of theampaund
community gathered and ate together. The elderly individual (Burial 2) buried beneath the
kitchen may haveven taken part in the preparation of many of these meals. Food procurement,
preparation, and consumption likely shifted to these more extended early urban neighborhoods
from smaller norurban household groups. Daily meals may have been akin tostabg!
exclusive feasting events where feloalsed interactions enacted and transformed neighborhood
identities. These patio food events could be
which emphasize exclusion. However, patios were of sufficieattsialso invite outside
community members.

The scale of communal patio meals was amplified during episodic feasting events in

central benched patios and plazas. In these cases, more extraordinary culinary experiences
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accompanied special events which serto (re)produce more regional ties and negotiate limited
power structures. Feasts in Early Horizon Nepefia shifted from commensal events at earlier
temples to more diacritical events associated with exclusivity and power (Chicoine 2011b;
Ikehara and Shikta 2008). The slaughtering of large animals such as camelids and canines was
probably a key part of extraordinary food experiences associated with feasts alongside
consumption othicha

The importance afnaizeto the Early Horizon social landscape wanbe understated.
This was an innovative, urbanized food experience for the time. Chicoine (2011b) suggests that
neckless jars predominated over previous open buckets in the fermentation process as Nepefia
groups shifted from manioc to maibased beer esumption. At Samanco, large tinaja jars also
served ashichacontainers. The processingalfichawould have involved a grinding of the
grains via the gratdsowls and grinding stones, then malted and fermented over a period of days.
Beer and otheiduids could have been served via spouted neckless jars typical to the time
period. Samanco6s cStirrugspoutpattie svds prgbablya key pamhofc , t he
chichaconsumption. Malting of beer is more conducive to lesggle production andhérefore a
significant soci al activity. Samancobs compou
their 1000+ sq m central patios, with participants funneling in via the long, winding, narrow
corridors in processielike fashion. During the last pba of Early Horizon occupation, the Plaza
Mayor became the most monumental arena for festive occasions. The sweet/sour smells and
tastes othichawould have permeated the memory and identity of Early Horizon feasts.
Evidence from the Plaza Mayor s@$ts maize played more of a role in public consumption than

daily meals. Preparinchichawas probably based inside compounds and especially around the
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plaza. Eventuallychichaproduction in the Andes became so specialized that Inca female artisan

compounds, oracllawasi produced vast amounts difichafor statesponsored events.

6.1.4 Experiencing Samanco Daily Life: Movement and Touch

Movement and touch are haptic qualities of the senses which connect people and the
outside world. Movement hasaeived considerable attention in archaeology and social sciences
more broadly as space syntax (Hillier and Hanson 1984; Penn 2003; &uah®001). Here, |
al so consider the experiential qualities of m
landscapes. Touch, meanwhile, is considered in terms of taskscapes (Ingold 2000), or bodily
interactions with objects and people throughout daily activities (Tringham 2013; see also Skibo
and Schiffer 2008). For Ingold (2000), the aforementioned taskscadpes eeak down
dichotomies between technical and social categories of analysis because daily activities are
intensely interrelated and social. | consider touch (physical and social) as well as movement to
be the prime senses involved in daily tasks.&anc o 6 s f |l ow of daily actiywv
much more mobility than later, more formalized udadustrial communities but also

contrasted with previous narrban traditions in the area.

Taskscapes and the natural landscape

Moving about lower valley and river deltas in coastal Peru is considerably easier than
steep, narrow valleys and hilltops of the Andean highlands. As such, different patterns of
movements dictated the lives of intedated Andean groups. Movement across hilltops still
would haverequired a command of climbing. Around the site, the main indicators of hilltop

activity come from extensive defensive walls and isolated hilltop structures. Hillsides were also
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the primary building source, where stones were quarried out and hauledadihwersite. The

process may have been aided by pack animals, evidenced by thick ropes found associated with
boulder fill inside the Plaza Mayor. The series of defensive walls around the hills at Samanco
and elsewhere suggest that fighting and raiding naag Imainly taken place in the hilly

hinterlands. These are also dangerous places where venomous sanduijpecp$ pictus

frequent in comparison to the safer valley floor.

At Samanco the main inhibitors to movement in the natural landscape are thg, mars
overgrown areas of reeds and sedges which can be difficult to traverse. However, the marshes
would have been visited frequently in order to harvest reeds for mekiradjito de totoraboats
and for rope. The least cost path down to the sea leadgthpasses in the hilly northern valley
margins. In these northern reaches, our team documented a numbeHgdfargc roads carved
into the hillsides leading to different beaches and outcrops along northeastern Samanco Bay
(Figure 6.7). This particularlgalm area of the bay is where the modern Samanco port sits.
Harvesting sandy shellfish would not have been overly problematic. However, exploiting rocky
mussels (Figure 6.8) would have required high levels of agility to navigate the steep and slippery
outcrops. In her forensic analysis, Trask noted healed wrist fractures in Burial 2 which may have
been a result of falling, quite possibly from a similar scenario. Likewise, diving for deep water
species such asgopectersp. scallops would have requiredasmand of swimming and
ability to brave the cold waters. Today, highly specialized divers farm Argopecten gardens in
Samanco which are more than 10 m deep. Results refute the notion that shellfish collecting is
necessariiyaneapeci al i z e de aasnydd tthaesrke fwhriec hbo decl i nes d

economic specialization. Because of Samancobs
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that Samanquefios took the longer trip toward the more southerly valley margins to harvest
seafood.

They preferred t@xploit sandier and less dangerous areas, evidenced by the types of fish
recovered. The size of twaus person curtain nets necessitates that fishing was alpaseq,
and therefore soci al activity. TodédwprclosEamanco
friends which form some of the tightest social bonds in the community. One can imagine that
Samancobs compound groups may have organized

Complex seafaring was probably not a part of thebssad taskscap&his is reflected
at least in part by the lack of deep water fish recovered. This would have contrasted with the
Moche at their urban capitBlluaca de Moche, who preferred deep water hake (Rosthh
2012). Sea life at Samanco was especially diffdremt the later Lambayeque, Chimu and
Chancay coastal cultures who utilized large boats known as balsas to traverse most of the
Andean coast (Emanuel 2012; Heyerdahl 1955; Lothrop 1932). Therefore, seafaring was much
more limited. However, rudimentary togoboats could have been used to navigate from
Samanco and Los Chimus Bays north to Vesique Bay near Chimbote and south to Tortugas Bay
near Casma. In fact, navigation via sea would have been the easiest and most direct route to
Casma because of massivands which separate it from Nepefia. Indeed, close material ties such
as architecture, ceramic styles, and food materials between Samanco and Early Horizon Casma
sites such as San Diego suggest direct contact on a regular basis.

The siteds | dromatheicaast meamsthat sighifidanhlabor was required to
carry heavy fish products, especially shellfish, up to the site. The usage of camelids would have
provided the least cost method of transporting marine products up to Samanco and eventually to

peer centers inland who relied heavily on4$@sed products. The distance to the sea means that
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certain members of the Samanco community may not have made regular trips down to the
shoreline, while it would have been a regular occurrence for specialistgourney to the sea is
made even more complicated by the fact that fishing may have been most productive at night.
Today, the most prosperous fishing times are thalpven hours when waters are calmest. Often
times, fishermen will tie out nets for exteatperiods of time before returning home.
Samanquefios may have even set up temporary shore camps to maximize fishing trips. In
contrast, movement to and from agricultural areas was much easier, and probably more frequent
for most of Sa maps prabébl mavedpouahddronefamilyGtots or gardens
like the one described from HED, rather than tending large corporate plots. However, plots
were likely quite similabetweercompounds given the conformity of plant @seongdifferent
compound sects. Production ofmaizemay have been more centralized and controlled than
other crops to suppochichaproduction.

Finally, one must consider the experience of movement inland, which was almost
certainly predicated oodbasehlsugdest thidiavoleed carfBedidna nc o 6
caravans which may have met in the patios and plazas throughout therlimdéer valley
enclosure compounds. Some evidence for this comes from the discovery of camelid droppings
inside the Plaza Mayor and compouradips. Precise routes or ancient roads securely dated to
the Early Horizon are still unclear. However, northern mountain ridge passes would have
provided the least obstructed view to central Caylan, while Huambacho is much closer and easily
accessed. Givea lack of evidence for production at Caylan and Huambacho, goods could have
been provided in exchange for participation in commensal festivals and protection from raiders.
Festvebased reciprocity was | ikely pahoutthef Nepelfd

Formative Period (Chicoine 2011; Helnetral.2012; Ikehara and Shibata 2008).
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Samancobs relationship with more distant u
clear. However, several lines of evidence suggest some type of contacinmsluellfish
resources found at Nepefads upper valley site
mirrors, stone bowls, and obsidian. Samanquefios probably also traveled to the solar observatory
and ritual combat arena of Chankillo (Ghezzi 2006e£xi and Ruggles 2008, 2011) for
pilgrimage festivals possibly associated with the solstices. Close similarities to Pampa Rosario
and especially San Diego also suggest direct contact between Casma and Samanco. However, the
network of movement is primarilgoncentrated between Samanco, the valley bottom and sea,
and the middle reaches of the valley up to 15 km inland.

In sum, movement about the landscape is indicative of localized netarmksy

different communities, probably based on subsistence exchange

Taskscapes and the built environment

Within the built environment, movement was much more culturally dictated than the
natural landscape. Space syntax studies rely on the premise that built spaces are consciously
modified to reflect particular ideologieFrom the reverse end, space syntax can also be used to
predictively model pedestrian traffic and modify the built world accordingly (Penn 2003). In
fact, much of spatial analysis has dealt with both contemporary and ancient concepts of the urban
envirorment (see Rapoport 1977). In archaeological studies, space syntax has mostly been used
as an indicator of social control, spatial function, and the relative accessibility of connected
structures (e.g., Chicoine 2006a; Cutting 2003; Cooper 1995; DawsonRigason 1996;
Pearson and Richards 1994; Van Dyke 1999). Cutting (2003) has cautioned against over

guantification of spatial data and taking their meaning asesalent. Furthermore, the often
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fragmentary record of built structures can lead to flaamalysis (Cutting 2003: 5). Rather, more
fruitful analyses come from utilizing visual aids for qualitative inferences. In this case,
incomplete architectural data from the compounds have led me to take a more generalized
approach t o r ec ®poxdmicsiof movemegnt. ISutlinedhe isametric
reconstruction of the excavated patio groups from Compounds 2 and 3 to illustrate spatial
ideologies in the way Samanco-sident communities were built and experienced (Figures 6.9;
6.10).

The figures shw clear concerns with dictating and extending movement throughout the
compounds in mazkke, zig-zag motion. Samanquefio architects confined movement to single
file through narrow corridors and avenues. Access was graded on a scale of central patios
forming access nuclei to smaller patios, which then funnel into smaller back rooms as the most
exclusive (Table 6.3). These access patterns differ from the axial, two way motion of previous
moundplaza complexes which have a single pathway and focal point (@eeNI996, 2005).
Both north patios from Compounds 2 and 3 are separated by at least 25 m of corridors and four
90 degree turns between their respective central patios, despite being located just a few meters of
actual distance away. In the case of Compla®na dual corridor creates 55 m of distance
between the agglutinated north and central patios, extending and confusing the movement
experience. Viewshed inside patios was enclosed by high walls and roofed colonnades creating a
confused sense of directionbelieve this system was utilized to emphasize a liminal passageway
between more elaborate central patios as spaces of presentation and interior rooms as spaces of
seclusion and privacy. In this system, central patios could have been used febageup

activities including crafts, meetings, and festivals as gmrlic courtyards. Peripheral patios
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may have been used primarily for communal meals, for instance the Compound 2 kitchen with
formal hearths.

Patios wutilize an i o pcmestedtbyChieane R006aal@7patt e c h
Huambacho, which requires the user to pass through an entire patio to access rooms on the
opposite end. Opposite entryway access systems were also documented at Caylan (Ortiz 2012:

188) and San Diego (Ghezzi 2000: 2@jich highlight regional conformities in built spatial

experiences. Avenues which dictate access throughout compounds are located on lateral sides of
patios and measure at | east 25 m |l ong. Compou
by various leels of terracing leading 25 m from lower to upper patio groups, as well as the two 5

m deep ravines which border the compoundbés ce
daily basis, and the interior location of the central patios necessitatesftoaifto get from one

end of the compound to another, or to go in and out.

The intimate nature of backrooms probably accounts for their more prevalent usage in
subfloor burials. In the case of Compound 3, backrooms are extremely limited in terms of
moveamnent characterized by long, narrow rooms (avg. 4 x 10 m) bisected by colonnades which
restrict open movement. These would be the most plausible locations where smaller subsets of
families may have resided or rested. Unfortunately, the fragmented rec@otdngiound 2
provides less spatial information on backrooms. Nevertheless, a clear spatial hierarchy is seen
where outer compound areas such as ravines provide the most immediate compound access,
followed by central patios, peripheral patios, and back rqdiasle 6.3).

| believe the Plaza Mayor operated as a more formal variant of the central benched patios
inside the compounds. Our team was unable to document any intact entrances to the Plaza

Mayor. Therefore, it is likely the Plaza Mayor had small opp@siteyways analogous to the
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plazas at Huambacho and Caylan (Heleteal.2012). Unless one was residing in Compound 2,
moving to the Plaza Mayor involved navigating across ravines and up and down terraces. If one
were accessing the Plaza Mayor from thatlsan the vicinity of Compound 1, an 80 m zig

zagging avenue had to be taken up the 25 m of terraces. Inside the plaza, movement was further
ordered by five surface levels divided between platform benches and the two open plaza floors.
As discussed earligthis leads to a performance of presentation.

Motion became further complicated through time. During the late phase of construction,
many accesses were sealed. The outlines of previous entrances were left clearly visible with un
plastered seals. Thenlort e nt r ances of both Compound 2 and
were sealed and built up into small platforms which could have served as lookout points down to
other compound rooms and out into the valley floor. Ghezzi noted a similar plditfmioing
trend associated with later phases of San Diego occupation (Ghezzi 2&®): 25 Caylan, |
documented architecture entombment associated with the ddoekigg process (Helmet al.

2013: Figure 11). Some seals may have been placed just before abantitmsymbolically
close the settlement.

Overall, the spatial data of the built environment suggest a clear concern with exclusivity
and graded access through extending and confusing the experience of motion. The inspiration for
imbuing residences with agplex motions probably came from earlier ceremonial mound top
atria which tiered from open galleries through smaller and more exclusive ones (Moore 2005:
116). A key difference is the lack of axial, tdirectional movement. Rather, compounds are
more akinto mazes with various pathways creating different outcomes.

The way these compounds would have been habitually navigated for compound residents

familiar with building layouts is perplexing, and brings to light a number of inferences. This is
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not a pragmic way of constructing a house, for instance, as it separates rooms requiring extra
effort to pass through them. The fact that Samanquerfios experienced such complex pathways in
their daily lives certainly influenced behaviors, perhaps akin to disciplthegody in urban

settings as Hodder (2006) has suggested at-prbnCatalhdyikin Anatolia. In other words,
movement was not improvised and fluid as one might encounter in villages where houses are
semipermanent and dispersed. The permanence antitipef this spatial ideology reflect

urban qualities of formal neighborhoods, and emphasize the symbolic importance of the
household community and the creation of social boundaries even at the cost of convenience. The
level of attention paid to commoagidences is in many ways novel to this time period, whereas

later in time formal compound residences were often reserved for the upper echelons of society.

Taskscapes and the material record

The material world brings further insight into taskscapes anthwnal organization. At
Samanco, object worlds were often linked. For instance, nets were used to create textures on
ceramics, and ceramic forms were replicated on spintt#ls. | will illustrate an example of
taskscapes involving movement and toucholhinked various materials in terms of social life.
A fruitful example is the flow of nets. Cotton, which was growrsda rather than traded for,
was first harvested in fields south of Samanco, where it began its long life history of use. Fibers
would have been prepared for spinning and weaving which took place in the communal patios
based on excavation evidence. Processes of learning are reflected by small twigs with spun
fibers, possibly from children imitating weavers. Weaving of textiles and netsl \auve been a

highly social activity inside compounds where communal relations waximmed. Nets were
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then taken by fisherfolk down to the coastline and used, where they continued the long life
history of use and repair before discard.

Curtain netdike those documented esite require frequent upkeep. Fins, stones, and
other sea refuse often cut the thin fibers. Today in Samanco, nets are repaired almost daily by
groups of associated fishermen and families. Because of their size and smell, meideaaad
repaired in open areas outside, including seutfilic plaza areas (Figure 6.11). In fact, the only
place where nets are not maintained is in the main plaza square area fronting the town church.
Afternoon net upkeep is one of the main times foradaeteractions outside of the household,
and is integrally linked to communal negotiations.

Ancient Samancods pati os wer-basednetitgalhis y opt
is one example of many object cycles which engaged different artisanmsuciiynmembers,
and | andscapes through work. As Tringham (201
learned by observation, discovery, imitation, and demonstration, each of which is an important
social practice contributing to a multitude ofexipernces i n an endl ess proc
me, these experiences are culturally embedded daily performances which were the primary
forces behind early urban social organization at Samanco. These could be both intentional and
unconsciously executed perfmances at different times, shaped by group experiences and the

compound style residential environment.

6.2 Synesthesia: The Performance of Daily Life at Samanco
Through the preceding breakdown of sensual characteristics from excavation data, | have
ate mpt ed to present a fAthick descriptiono (Gee

encounters and their place in early urban community organization Samanco. In many ways, the
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analysis brings to light taskscapes (Ingold 2000), or patterns of mgaldectivities, which

contributed to the habitus of early urban Samanco lifeways. Ingold (2000: 325) explains

fAiThe tasks you do depend on who you are, and in a sense the performance of certaiakiesks
you the person who you are. And finally, tasks mever accomplished in isolation, but always
within a setting that is itself constituted by thepresence of others whose own performances

necessarily haveoa(kemphiasgsomnromge dxal ¢wn

At Samanco, the performance of compoinaged grop activities, | argue, were the
main arenas where early urban social ties were negotiated. These activities were culturally
embedded through the sights, sounds, tastes, smells, and movements of daily life throughout the
town and surrounding landscape. Rbgsand symbolic boundaries were made between inside
and outside, with compounds built to achieve exclusivity and an overall disciplining of the body
inside formal residential spaces. In terms of community organization, the neighborhood
compound layout mmoted innovative life forms which extended daily encounters to formal,
multi-generational, and architecturally permanent suprahousehold groups living side by side.
Daily socialization at Samanco probably involved larger groups than previous tmem
settements which allowed for more intensive modes of production involving industrial
exploitation of marine and agricultural resources. In this way, site and personal identity were tied
with subsistence i n dhasetmeighborif®ads@uldthouistofaso mpound
archaic districts (Smith 2010) which were large, autonomoussident groups on the one hand,
but not yet economically or socially specialized. Results suggest that households did indeed

become formal political communities after the digon of moundplaza centers, to ta&ddress
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Dill ehaydés (2004) questions from Chapter 2.
into broader regional and sosdnistorical frameworks, illustrating innovations, continuities, and

disjunctures from dter coastal Andean eras.

6.3 The Performance of Daily Life at SamancoBroader SocicHistorical Implications

Despite clear differences in scales of domestic settlement, religion, angbebtitoal
systems, Early Horizon lifeways were inspired by Ihilariod patterns. Namely, results from
Samanco suggest that colonnaded atria on earlier mound tops and graded access inspired Early
Horizon residential compound architects. While Initial Period mound tops focused on axial
movement and direct processionyltiple corridors and passages encouraged more-fikaze
movement within later compounds. Previous patio group housing which measured less than 100
sq m per patio group expanded drastically into sprawling-Wigled residential complexes
measuring thousals of square meters. Sensing thousands-oégidents ossite created new
residential worlds which were navigated by creating spatially, visually, and acoustically
exclusive neighborhoods.

The visual world, meanwhile, was much different with previouaimas and Chavin
Cupisnique sculptures now in ruin orutllized as megalithic structures or squatter settlements.
In contrast, the majority of residences became architecturally permanent, ubiquitous, and multi
generational, all criteria which Moore (193005) lays out for monumental, socially important,
and in this case urban settlement. For instance, residences were built frperisbable
material and are still visible today, sequences of floor renovations suggest their usage over many
years, and th way in which the compounds are built is replicated on a standardized level.

Maritime taskscapes probably built on Initial Period fishing villages. Pampas Gramalote and
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Puemape data from the north indicate that fishing communities probably producedesurplu
promoting interaction with inland temple centers (Elera 1998; Pozorski 1979b; Prieto 2013). In
the case of Casma, interactions between the seaside temple of Las Haldas and inland Sechin
centers may have promoted cegand competition, rather than@&ange (Pozorski and

Pozorski 2006). However, Initial Period case studies stress the maréimréc aspect of these
settlements, reflected in their location away from valley bottoms and ideal agricultural areas.
Samancobds movement nwhie, sughests arshifvirefishing léelvaysatg bettere a

accommodate agriculture and interaction with inland centers.

6.3.1 Political Economy and the role of Samanco as a Subsistence Industrial Community

Throughout the dissertation, | have been primarilyceoned with internal social
organi zation at Samanco. However, |l have argu
on subsistence industry which necessitates some preliminary considerations into cultural and
economic exchange. Economic exchangiééAndean world is a perplexing topic because of
the weight of available information on highland, Ifda@sed redistributive economies.

Institutional economies are better understood, whereas household economies are less
documented (Hirth and Pillsbury 2817). This has led to a conflation of the two spheres of
economy, and a downplay of possible market factors in everyday Andean exchange.

A recent study by Stanish and Coben (2013) brings significant new information
suggesting the importance of barter nediskin the Pre&Columbian Andes, whose roots may be
traced to Samanco. Colonial documents mention the existence of a merchant class during Inka
times who utilized vast road systems (Rostworowski 1977: 178; see also Mayer 2002), even

though institutional eaoomies were largely redistributive based on down the line reciprocal



Chapter 6: Performance and CommunityAacient Samanco 178

exchange. The coastal imperial Chimu, discussed later, were adept at garnering vast quantities of
tribute, and the layout of their cities may have been primarily governed by bureaacdatic
economic concerns (Topic 2003). Yet, the absence of formal hierarchies and specialization at
Samanco suggest an economy more formulated around the household. During Chavin times,
Burger (2013: 325) has speculatively argued for barter exchanges wbigheakcin tandem with
more institutional distribution of exotics associated with pilgrimages and the Chavin
interactional sphere. It is possible that during the decline of the Chavin sphere, these barter
exchanges came to the forefront of economic intenagt especially with regard to early urban
political economies like Early Horizon Nepeiia.

During the Early Horizon, the decline of Chax@uipisnique created a number of
different regional styles reflecting decentralized political systems (Ikehara anuir@h2011;
Millaire 2012; Warner 2010). Around Nepefia, different types of sites developed within what |
have referred to as the upper and loweddle valley traditions. Due to a lack of excavation at
upper valley sites, their relationship to valley postremains unclear. However, numerous sites
and fortifications imply high populations clustered into villages with megalithic #radtn
monuments (Ikehara 2010; Ikehara and Chicoine 2011). Here, | am concerned primarily with the
lower-middle valley urbarenclosure tradition which manifested in similar forms from the Casma
to at least Moche valleys. | identify at least three different types of {ovdxtle valley sites: 1)
sprawling urban centers over 50 ha that probably served as capjai®arycentes, i.e.
Caylan, Cerro Arena, San Diego; 2) secondasydential complexesuch as Samanco and
Pampa Rosario; and 3) elite residential and ceremonial sites including Huambacho, Chankillo,

and Sute Bajo.
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I n Nepefa, Samancoods r e gustanalityasragraétovine y ond
was predicated on the control and flow of marine and river delta resources primarily traded
inland to Caylan. An important decline in the Early Horizon Nepefa political economy is the
flow of exotics and prestige goods whigipically sustain Andean leadership, such as ritual
paraphernalia with Chavin or elaborate ceramics with Gallinazo, Moche, Nasca, among others.
Therefore, | argue that the flow of domestic goods played a primary factor in Early Horizon
Ne p e T a 6 secognanmly antl iegioadl organization, probably based on barter.

At Caylan, daily meals inside the urban center were based on seafood consumption
(Chicoine and Rojas 2013). Supply routes between Caylan and Samanco probably spanned the
northern reaches of thaley which were intensified through newly implemented camelid
caravans. It remains unclear what goods or services Samanquefios may have received in return,
although I have hypothesized that alliance building, regional sustainability, and defense played
corsiderable nommarket roles. Preliminary evidence suggests that higher quality seafood items
stayed in Samanco, while more marginal sea goods were sent inland. This observation indicates a
lack of centralization during the time period, despite intensifoeth@mic exchange. Future work
will need to focus on clarifying early urban political econonfiiesveen urbaoenters like
Caylan and maritime satellites like Samanco througghejpth comparison of materials. Public
events in plazas and communal patios imaye been key times when communities gathered
together in celebration but also to exchange subsistence, gaodsr tribute, and negotiate
power relations

Although | have emphasized daily interactions and their role in negotiating early urban
community @ganization, emerging leadership was probably more tied in with these

extraordinary public events. As previously argued (Chicoine 2010, 2011; HellmieP012;



Chapter 6: Performance and CommunityAacient Samanco 180

Helmer and Chicoine 2013), festivals probably became more diacritic, or exclusive, in
comparisn to earlier Nepefa public ritual gatherings at Cerro Blanco, Heartiaa, and
probably Punkuri. Samanquefios probably had a number of choices where to visit for public
events and secure alliances through provisions of food. The Plaza Mayor eventaihe lze
major public venue to promote Samanco leadership. Close similarities in architectural form,
materials, and even renovation phases, suggest direct ties with Casma sites, especially San
Diego. Wilson (1987: 64), based on Santa survey data, suggasiettefia was more closely
tied with Casma than its Santa counterparts.

In sum, at least two new modes of social relations came to prominence during Early
Horizon Nepefia: 1) The solidification and negotiation of communal ties through daily tasks
based irenclosure compounds, and 2) Extraordinary public events of an exclusionary nature
where emergent elites celebratamnmunityprosperity through lavish festivals which bolstered
their political clout. Economic exchange, | argue, was involved in both sphfeztesxmunity
interactions. In both cases, bottam methods of political cohesion were utilized where people
ultimately voted with their feet. The latter case of elite hosted events may have paved the way for

more formalized inequalities of the coming eps in Andean prehistory.

6.3.2 Samancods LegacyVMille@num<€E al Urban Life of

During the decline and abandonment of Satmredaited enclosures at the turn of the first
millennium BCE, the legacy of protarban centers like Samanco influedoexpansive
kingdoms associated with Moche and Gallinazo, and eventually the Chimda Empire. However, it

is important to emphasize the heterogeneity andinear development of Andean complex



Chapter 6: Performance and CommunityAacient Samanco 181

societies (see Dillehay 2014). Here, | focus on Salinar irtgpisafor these kingdoms and key
differences which historically contextualize the Samanco study.

It is still unclear what caused the abandonment of Samanco and similar Early Horizon
enclosure compounds around 1DBCE. To date, there is no stratigraphraence of
environmental collapse associated with ENSO, as is the case with other coastal declines such as
Moche (Bawden 1996: 265; Moseleyal.2 0 0 8 ; Uceda 1992). Samancoos
phase occurred across the site, with clear parallels at Cayth8an Diego. More rudimentary
pole and thatch architecture used atop leveled columns suggests tumultuous existence after early
phases of occupation. At Chavin de Huantar, a ca. 500 BCE earthquake has been documented
which could have accounted for latmogations (Kembel and Haas 2013: 37). Nevertheless,
occupation persisted and suggests gradual abandonment.

Disassociation with Samanco was complete, with no evidence of intrusion by Moche or
Gallinazo. Recent evidence suggests that Gallinazo and Mochel@wleping at least during
the last phases of Samanco occupation around 100 BCE (Millaire 2012). This would seem to
indicate completely new settlement and political forms which developed at the turn of the
millennium coinciding with the abandonment of lgadfiorizon enclosures. A dearth of Early
Intermediate Period sites in Nepefia brings to light a number of scenarios for settlement
transformation: 1) a regression for some to village life in smaller,-pemianent settlements
less visible in the archaeoliogl record; 2) significant migration to more populated EIP areas
such as the Santa, Vira, or Moche valleys; and 3) population agglomeration in middle valley at
the Moche stronghold Pafiamarca andesearched Gallinazo site Tres Marias. Indeed, the
develgpment of Gallinazo and Moche may have drawn Samanco residents to powerful divine

lords and their templbased cities and palaces.
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The urban form of Early Horizon enclosures clearly influenced the dense, agglutinated
layouts of EIP capitals such as Husida Moche (Ucedatal. 2002), Grupo Gallinazo (Millaire
2009, 2012), and the later Moche capitals Galindo (Bawden 1982a, 1982b), Pampa Grande
(Shimada 1978, 1994), and others. Unfortunately, research priorities on elite mortuary contexts
hasoverwrittensystematic analysis of Moche domestic life. Limited residential data suggest
increased social stratification at the household level. Elite urban residences are associated with
centralized storage, specialized craft artisans, and access to camelid cargvadavween
1996: 85; Johnson 2010; Shimada 2001; Uceda 2010). Internal layouts of urban structures
contain more rooms but smaller room areas with the disappearance of internal compound
monumental patios and plazas. Ceremonial architecture becomes divomedsidences once
again and is found in distinct pyrampgtio-plaza precincts associated with ceremonial leaders.
Moche citi esribteucaamec ifitrieegsaOl ( Boytner 1998) thro
divine lordship. Therefore, the experiendeh® Moche cityscape became distinct from earlier
proto-urban contexts, characterized by daily reminders of refigidgical authority. These
included settlements under the watchful eye of elite temple palaces and distribution of materials
associated wit Moche identity, namely mass produced molded ceramics.

In terms of taskscapes, burdens of labor and tribute lik#llyeincel the rhythms of
Moche daily lives much more than their previous counterparts in places like Samanco. This is
important for histogally referencing the unique early urban situation associated with Salinar
groups. The advent of the workshop would have fundamentally changed daily social identities to
emphasize socialization of specialists over homogenized neighborhood production seen a

Samanco. The permanence of centralized storage watrreed the centralization of
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production to socially extended stditee apparatuses beyond the community level, at least at
large urban Moche centers.

Surprisingly, Moche cities may not have rdli@s extensively on maritime satellites
(Roselloet al.2001; Whiteet al.2009), probably as a result of more expansive corporate fields
and distribution (Billman 2002) than what likely existed during the Early Horizon. Seafood in
urban capitals like Huas de Moche may have targeted deep water delicacies such as hake
coupled with a decline in interest over more readily available seafood such as sardines/anchovies
and shellfish which primarily sustained earlier urban centers like Samanco and its iniand pee
Therefore, urban diets probably shifted in terms of daily subsistence, as well as differential
access to sea resources. However, the centrality of the sea to social identities remained
unchanged, as boat scenes and sea creatures were key elementéachi iconographic
repertoire (see Donnan and McLelland 1999).

The experience of the Moche world involved an increased number of elite religious
pyramid complexes which dominated the visual landscape in both urban and peripheral settings. .
At this time,art and visual experiences became less abstract and easier to digest by common
members of society necessary for the successful implementation of Moche ideology (Quilter
2001: 41). Moche provincial palaces were key arenas where political subjectivitees wer
negotiated (Swenson 2010, 2011) over much largervatézy areas than Early Horizon
ceremonial centers. In other words, the scale of public life was probably much larger, socially
stratified, and controlled via corporate religious ideologies.

Meanwhik, outlying hamlets continued a largely autonomousbkised existence in low
status dwellings still centered on communal patios (Bawden 1996: 83) where the majority of

Moche populations probably lived. These residences, however, are less monumental and
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permanent than one encounters with Early Horizon enclosure compounds. Elaborate residences
were reserved for the upper echelons of Moche society. The largest known Moche residential site
in Nepefia, Cerro Castillo, is only estimated at 10 hectares (Rend#o 222), which is located
in the foothills below the massive PafYfamarca
continuation in patio lifestyles, but residences are built in less monumental forms. This
emphasizes the point of ndinearity in ancient Adean societies. As a result, performances of
daily life continued to permeate meaningful aspects of Andean communal identities bounded by
more coercive and sometimes violent authoritative strategies enacted by divine leaders.

As mentioned earlier, Early Hiaon enclosures bear much more direct resemblance to
later Chimu urban settlements of the Late Intermediate Perioglptisy Moche. Chimu
enclosures are highly reminiscent of Early Horizon sites like Samanco, withvaigd
compounds known asudadeascontaining interior benched plazas surrounded by dense
agglomerations of smaller rooms and patios. Around Samanco and centered in the Casma valley,
a local variant of Chimu culture developed known as the Casma who built in similar forms with
patio-baseccompounds. Vogel and Pacifico (2011) note similar organizations of patio groups at
the Casma urban capital of EI Purgatorio, set in much larger urban contexts pertaining to various
|l evel s of wurban classes when c oaspcapitadChant o Sa ma
Chan spans multiple square kilometers with an estimated population over 30,000 (Topic and
Moseley 1985: 182). A key difference here is the further segmentation of multiple classes of
individuals. Leaders lived in the most ornate compouwvitish became monumental palaces
housing royalty and retainers. Migtr compound districts housed artisans and administrators,
and | ower tier Asmall i rregul ar agglutinated

urban society (Topic 1982). Thubgturban community became divided into a series 6f sub
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classes which translated into radically different social organizations reflected in the roles and
rhythms of daily life.
Taskscapes became increasingly oriented by tribute and taxation which reoiuicet c
in the mobility of daily life. Taxation became materialized througthaped administration
complexes, oaudienciasinside monumental ciudadelas (Andrews 1974; Keatinge and Day
1973; Moore 1992; Topic 2003). Entering the ciudadelas, one wouldsbased the
bureaucratic power of the state. Meanwhile, secondary stewards operated in neighborhood
districts by directly controlling the production of artisan goods on a daily basis (Topic 2003).
The urban class became further confined socially to-statétored industry. The innovation of
Chimu raised field agriculture (Moore 1988; Pozorski 1987) morphed the sensory landscape into
corporate plantations where the majority of their subjects probably spent their lives. Indeed, the
ability to dictate and cdrol daily encounters may have been key to Chimu success in
consolidating their empire. In terms of public performance, the active presentation of leaders
may have become masked through exclusivity. Samesromiscent interior residential plazas
in Chimuaciudadelas were geared toward private events such as funerary celebrations linking
leaders and the dead, put on by specialized attendants and performers (Moore 1996b, 2004).
The exclusive nature of Chimu walled compounds and abandonment of pyraseid
regatritual cities of Moche is curious, and almost suggests a cycle between the two types of
settlements. As illustrated earlier, a similar shift occurred between the Initial Period and Early
Horizon, which manifested itself again through Moche and Chikfarner (2010: 548) suggests
social memory involved with the inspiration of Early Horizon enclosure societies to Chimu
societies. It is entirely possible that, after disillusionment with statecraft of the Moche, emergent

Chimu leaders encountered the rudfisnythical ancestors spread throughout the landscape
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which provided a basis for their new ideology. While Warner had to rely on speculative spatial
similarities, the discovery of Chima tombs at Samanco makes the social memory scenario of
enclosure compouhinspiration more plausible. The Chimu built a provincial stronghold in

Nepefia at Huatambo, a small Chimu ciudadela located a few kilometers inland from Samanco.
Given the centrality of ancestors to the Andean world (see Lau 2002; Rowe 1946), | Wweuld ta

the soci al memory assertion further with rega
called Adeepd ancestor veneration associated
key part in linking Chimu urban structures to millennium old tceditions. In this way, the site

became imbued with an entirely new sensorium which played into the organizational practices of
later Andean communities.

Finally, it should be noted that in many cases maritime villages were exempt from the
subjugating pretices of later kingdoms and empires. In particular, the Inka seemed less
interested in asserting direct control over coastal fishing communities (Meiral$999;

Sandweiss 1992, 1996) who as a result played a lesser role in their coastal expasisidar A
situation is noted from colonial times (Rostworowski 1977). In fact, contact period fishing
communities spoke a distinct dialect knowrPascadoran the NortRCentral coast region

which differed from theMuchicandQuingnamlanguages of valley feners (Bawden 1996: 79;

see also Torero 2002). The Chimu Empire, meanwhile, seems to have asserted more direct
control over maritime communities. Evidence from Casma at the seaside site of Puerto Pobre, in
particular, suggests state control over maritimaglpction and delta cultivation (Koschmieder

2002). Chimu control probably extended to Samanco and Los Chimus Bays as well, where the
latter may have even received its namesake. The Chimu leaders interred at Samanco may have

been in control of the bays andrporate fields of the Nepefia delta.
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To conclude, these soelustorical comparisons highlight the dynamic nature of Andean
maritime communities and their relationship to urban infrastructures. In this summary, | have
provided a brief and generalized wief daily practice in maritime and urban communities in the
study region over millennia of successive complex societies. At the end of the Formative Period,
cultural changes and patterns over time included increased economic specialization associated
with settlement nucleation, which overtook religious pilgrimageed temples in favor of early
urban societies. Yet, communities remained autonomous and governed mainly through daily
affairs by the extended household.

Much more information is needed on cahgtndean daily practices, especially with
Moche, to adequately characterize how social and political life changed after the decline of
Samanco and other Saliralated enclosure centers. Additionally, better dichotomies need to be
made withimoddastealbd oaat éigory which often ¢l umps
with middle valley sites. Such divisions will aid in specifically identifying maritime communities
and their placement within the lowland Andean world. In the Samanco case, coagialvgeosl
not maritimeonly specialists, but independent communities capable of providing their own
cultigens and land mammals not exclusively bound by vertical archipelago models. It is
important not to view maritime groups as inherently involved in urbatamability, or
fundamentally independent. Rather, case specific scenarios emerge through time which highlight
variability in Andean complex societies. A performance and sensual approach has provided an
important analytical framework to study social gquaditical arrangements from the bottewp, as
daily life was experienced and negotiated by the majority of the community. The next chapter

shifts themes to discuss modern Samancods con
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CHAPTER 7
SAMANCO TODAY: ARCHAEOLOGY, PERFORMANCE, AND ANDEAN
HERITAGE

The preceding Chapters 4 and 5 have presented and analyzed the Samanco dataset by
contextualizing the Early Horizon site component in terms of daily performance. As discussed in
Chapter 1, a more holistic understanding of &aco considers modern perceptions and
engagements, or performances, with local heritage. This chapter discusses local heritage in terms
of modern performance with the ancient past. | begin by providing some reflexive analysis of my
engagement with the amtit past as foreign researcher and member of the academic community
and how this background shapes my performance with the ancient past which influenced the
trajectory of the study. Then, | present local understandings of and engagements with the past by
briefly presenting aspects of Andean identity and cultural patrimony.

| argue that engagements with archaeological sites are primarily governed by myth and
folklore, which in turn effect the ways in which people interact with archaeological sites. These
interactions are categorized here as ritual performance with archaeological ruins. Even when not
specifically @nducting rituals, local grouggehave in particular cultural ways at archaeological
ruins, influenced primarily by myths about spirits and timelé&ape. Local heritage is discussed
focusing primarily on the site of Samanco which fits into broader Andean patterns. | argue that
coastal engagements with the ancient past at Samanco are complex and involve contested arenas

of heritage, fortune, dangenyth, and ultimately respect faos Antiguosthe ancient ones.
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7.1 The Archaeol ogistds Perspective: Refl exi v

As Hodder (2003) points out, it is now imperative for archaeologists to recognize their
positionality inresearch to reach a more informed and inclusive research product (see also
Trigger 1984). In this case, my position as foreign researcher in Latin America has played
perhaps the most significant role innmy perfo
(1994) puts it. Reflexive analysis is especially important in archaeological study areas where
indigenous traditions are still alive (Layton 1994), such as Latin America (Gnecco and Ayala
2011). EureAmerican archaeologists, for better or worse, havd uaén American
archaeol ogical sites as fdimaginary | ab-oratori
American archaeological theories or political
Undoubtedly, this study is heavily steeped in currerdrtéecal trends on social complexity
which must be acknowledged, but are nonetheless important avenues of thought on past lifeways
which deserve their place in the research process. Asymmetrical power relations have
unfortunately arisen in Peruvian archiagy, as financial difficulties have created a situation
where project directors are more often than not foreign researchers (Higueras 1995: 398; Matos
Mendieta 1994). Therefore, it is important not to see unerican theoretical interpretations
of the achaeological past as singular truths, but as one of many voices in the construction of a
multivocal past.

To invoke similar analytical strategies from Chapter 6, my experience of the
archaeological site is based in the aforementioned-Eorerican acaderuo training. When
excavating, | am generally looking for diagnostic traits of social processes such as communal
spaces, monuments, neighborhoods, production areas, and other features which fulfill post

processualist research objectives and color my peocept the site. Meanwhile, Latin
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American archaeologists are generally trained in more empirical and culture historical driven
research objectives (Oyuelzaycedo 1994; Politis and Alberti 1999: 9; Politis 2003), which
create a different positionality. @iously, these are general categories where there is overlap
between the two archaeological stakeholders, especially with the recent influx of Latin American
archaeologists who now have access to education abroad. Additionally, new and unique
theoretical tends are developing in Latin America on their own terms (Politis 2003: 258). In the
general scenario, Latin American trained archaeologists including project colleagues tend to
experience Samanco more in terms of chronological or cultural diagnost¢cd4taih as ceramic
typologies and construction techniques which reflect spheres of cultural influence. This is
evident in conversations about the site and what colleagues mentioned in excavation notes. Such
a dual positionality leads to two presentatiohewr work at Samanco, 1) in the form of social
archaeological dissertation performed here; and 2) in the form of technical reports submitted to
the Peruvian Ministry of Culture (Navarro and Helmer 2013, 2014). Both forms are often
blurred, and are legitiate and complementary ways of (re)presenting the past. Understanding
different archaeological points of view in Peru is important, as conflicts have often arisen
between foreign and local ideologies (Burger 1989: 39).

My personal background also shapesstudy in particular ways. Growing up with a
Cajun background in Louisiana, performance played a crucial part in communal identity.
Different festivals, most notably Mardi Gras, shaped my experiences and perceptions of human
behavior. This background ciated my interest in performance and the belief that culturally
influenced interactionke at the heart of social makg. Other personal and group histories
influence the trajectories of scholarship and experiences with the ancient past. For irfsgtance, t

political realities of colonialism, social inequality, revolution, and civil unrest have shaped Latin
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American archaeologists toward Marxist interpretations of the archaeological record (see
Tantalean 2013; Vargas Arenas and Sanojas 1997). As wilsbesded below, indigenous
movements, nationalism, and class structures continue to shape the perception, presentation, and

performance of the Andean past.

7.2 Archaeology and Andean Identity: Performing with the Ancient Past

Lane and Herrera (2005:122)Jum up t he need for archaeol og
positionalities nicely, declaring in performancetetme at dal f 1t i s wel | ni gt
adequately interpret the present indigenous phenomenology of lantieeapan we propose to
dothisforthepast? Thi s section is dedicated to those |
local and often disenfranchised voices of the Andean past. Such a venture, | argue, provides a
more holistic vision of S daeaagicabvoice praviogstyor y i n
presented.

Contemporary interactions with the archaeological past in the Andes are heavily steeped
in the aforementioned issues of colonialism, nationalism, and race which mosiftdtthe
top-down view and presentation thfe past in public media. Before continuing, it is important to
briefly outline basic concepts of ethnicity in modern Peru. In general, there is a cultural
difference between coastal communities who have been more Hispanicized, cosmopolitan, and
historicdly held more power through the capital of Lima, and rural highland indigenously
charged highlands. Historically, the two regions have been diametrically opposed (Mendoza
2000) although recent migrations over the last few decades have blurred the bewidarie
highlandcoastal identities. Understanding class and cultural boundaries are key to the

recognition of the various communities involved in archaeological practices.
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At the top of the racial power hierarchy arellos or white Spanish descendents who
mainly reside in Lima and Trujillo; in the middle arestizo®r mixed blood Peruvians who
hold more fluid identities; and at the bottom of the sodeanchy are indigenous Quechua
speaking groups pejoratively referred tareios (Mendoza 2000: 16Mestizos are difficult to
define, have fluid identities, and do not conform conceptually to Western race categories (see De
la Cadena 2005; EspineBaularto 2004; Hale 1996Rural coastal mestizos, @ampesinosare
the focus of this study, becausetlkey e t he maj ority of Samancobs
dialogues in Peru, discussed below, are controlled by urban class criollos and mestizos and
indigenous archaeologies are largely absent (Herrera 2011; Mamani Condori 1994).

Because of enepastdnd colonialk/ imdiganouws present, archaeology plays a
much larger role in public perceptions, debates, and national identities than in other places like
the United States. Archaeology has played a key role in legitimating indigenous pride and
identity through investigation, conservation, and public exhibition, most notably through the
works of Tello (see Burger 2009). Thmaligenismadntellectual movement of national and
indigenous pride started in the early"2@ntury and aimed to promote gBelonial Andean
heritage as linked to contemporary identity (e.g., Mariategui 1927; Valcarcel 1961). The
movement used heritage to combat Colonial prejudices and improve the lives of peasants in
Peru, although a disconnect between indigenous and acadeagis &aod emphasis on
modernization hindered the movement (Coronado 2009; Mamami Condori 1994).

Critiques of indigenismo have seen the state as trying to reclaim and synthesize the
ancient past as national patrimony, which often excludes local partici@attbsupports colonial
hegemony. Indeed, because of the politicization of indigeneity, many communities in the Andes

prefer to be defined in terms of a poor, ru@npesinalass rather than indigenous ethnicity
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(Herrera 2011: 68; Mendoza 2000: 14). N#veless, indigenous pride is still widely invoked in
the highlands. The most salient expression of indigenous identity is thfamgintinsuypthe
sacred, unified Andean realm of the Inca Empire now symbolized through a rainbow flag one
can encounter inontexts as varied from governmental buildings in Cusco to automobile
decorations.

Today, it is common for presidential and other political candidates to invoke populist
appeal through connections with indigenous identity and the archaeological pastobdb$f,
ex-president Alejandro Toledo, from humble beginnings in the highlands of Ancash, held a
highly politicized presidential inauguration at Machu Picchu in 2001 as a symbol of modern
Per udés c onn eolonialgpast. Within thetlast détagmlitical stability, economic
development, and a series of archaeological discoveries have paved a hew road of Andean
heritage through commodification and tourism. Unfortunately, the burgeoning tourism industry
has oftentimes created further disconnect aven resentmeatnonglocal indigenous
populations and their archaeological past through access restriction and a focus on international
tourists (e.g., Ladkin 2002; Mitchell 2001).

Resentment toward the archaeological past is especially presentcoasthevhere local
ties to the past are more complex and difficult to define. As a result, coastal relationships to the
past have been a lesser concern of research than the more indigesmeiated highland areas.
Silverman (2002: 894) argues that thehaeological past is in large part irrelevant to the identity
of coast al peoples who are more disconnected
being reclaimed and reinvented as a result of tourism. At Samanco, | found that although varied
and hard to identify, there are certaihiyg-lastingtraditions with the ancient past which play a

key part in the lives of local communities. Before getting into the Samanco case study, below |
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describe the uniquely Andean ritualized practice of sulmsistioting, an important part of the

performance with todaydés archaeol ogy.

7.2.1Huacas Huagueros and the Andea@ampesinddentity

The understanding of local heritage and archaeological sites is inseparable from the
indigenous concept af a k, 6rhuaca, which refers to powerful energies embodied in natural
features, buildings, special persons, as well as archaeological ruins (see Cobo 1964; Kemper
Columbus 2004: 158). On the coast, huadargely forgotten in the Quechua sense referring to
various bcales in the landscape, and is synonymous with what we call archaeological sites.
When one describes huada Peru, the first thing that comes to mind for local populations is
huaquerosor looters of archaeological remains better understood as subsidiggers (Lange
1976; Matsuda 1994). Indeed, an entire lexicon exists for referring to the ritualized looting
practice revolving around the huamancept.

Systematic looting has gone on for centuries in Peru, starting with the arrival of Spanish
conqueors led by Francisco Pizarro and establishment of the Viceroyalty of Peru. They literally
mined archaeological remains through forced labor to exploit precious metals (see Zevallos
Quifiones 1994; Talavan 2012). Indeed, strict regulations existed at éherhich governed
how looting could take place, and by whom (Zevallos Quifiones 1994: 10). The process was
often debated on ethical grounds, even in thatfl 18" centuries by members of the clergy.

The Chimdlnka tomb from UE5 is believed to have beéoted from this era of colonial
exploitation. At this time, perceptions of the ancient past were tumultuous and characterized by

genocide and forced dismissal of ancient memory. Indeed, presence at mbhydizve been
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faced with religious persecution idblatries and thus archaeological sites were probably actively
avoided (see Herrera 2011: 70).

Experiencing the Samanco site today, much like nearly all coastal Andean archaeological
ruins, is characterized by hundreds or even thousands of small dagergo the sand by
subsistence looters over the last century. Today, there are two distinct types of huaqueros (almost
exclusively male): 1) highly organized industrial huaqueros who come from other regions, often
employed by clandestine dealers; antb2al men who engage in subsistence digging in their
free time (Pimentel 2000; Gunduz 2001: 14; Smith 2005). There is no denying the destructive
practices of both types of huaquero; however,
archaeologicasites is important for understanding Andean relationships to the ancient past as
another stakeholder. Smith (2005: 151) sums up the experiential qualities of the local huaquero

with archaeological site as follows:

fAiTraditionalhuaquero<ollect various knds of knowledge about the pastsensory (tactile
familiarity with excavation techniques and artifact typasyal recognition of typical site
arrangements and earth stains indicasibgs; olfactory knowledge of when a site contains
undisturbed humaremainsand when it does not), abstract (a broader familiarity with the area

and withtheories of cultural sequences), and concrete (the artifacts themselves).

Smit hés o banphasiza the importance & understanding how the archaeological site
is viewed through collective experience, learning, and performance by local people today. She
has attempted to sympathize with the traditional huaquero by contrasting him with the industrial

huaquero (see also Gunduz 2001), the two of whom archaeologgstsohflate in widespread
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condemnation of the practegeti Bmezahi B005: | 056
which devalues the expertise and point of view of traditional huagueros who are often willing to
participate in archaeological researthey have legitimate knowledge of archaeological

contexts through systematic learning and pride in their work. Huaqueros are known throughout

most of Peru and have even been popularized in the media through folk songs (Herrera 2011;

Smith 2005).

At Samanco, huaqueros are also a key element in the perception of the archaeological
site. As Smith (2005) notes, persecution of huaqueros has caused many of them to be secretive.
While at first hesitant to identify themselves, our frequent presence throughmeiidNever the
years has created a familiarity conducive to dialogue. Often times weekend respites at local
gatherings provided venues for exchanges of archaeological and huaquero knowledge. Many
huaqueros were curious about our work, which | did my begggoribe in terms of historical
knowl edge and preservation through promoting
skepticism about our motives, while most have a general familiarity of archaeology through
decades of archaeological work done in theayalOn multiple occasions, huaqueros have
invited me to participate infauaquegor looting trip, which | declined because of legality and
ethical issues.

The defining experience of the huaquero and other local coastal populations with
archaeological sits, | argue, is danger juxtaposed with potential fortune. Huaqueros must go out
under cover of darkness, with threat of police persecution, and disturb the ladmaca have
mythical and supernatural powers. In reality, huaqueros are a small percentagé rofral
populations who are willing to undertake the dangerous enterprise. This was illustrated through a

conversation with a huaquero in Nepefia, where hisho@iguero friends jokingly referred that
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he was crazy for disturbing the huaoad would surg be cursed. Stories are often told about
careless or greedy huaqueros being buried alive, a very real problem when tunneling into the
loose coastal sands. To alleviate possible dangers, traditional huaqueros takeguartana
huaca or literally paynent to the huacaffering ceremonies before and throughout each
huaqueaor looting session.
The pago involves ritual communion of food and drink with the dead. A hole is dug into
the huacaalso seen ggachamamar mother earth. Pachamama is a geneadet of the
Andean ritual landscape which has been widely appropriated (HoMalkerde 1997). The
most common elements of the pago are coca leaves, alcohol (often honcafiexteane
liquor in Nepefia), cigarettes, and candy (Figure 7.1). Offerings @ile communally between
participants, Pachamama, and the dead, before closing the hole and commencing excavation.
Pagos are not limited to archaeological contexts; in the Andean highlands pagos are made to
ancestral mountains, stones, and other speciairésator various outcomes (see Contreras 1985;
Garcia and Juarez 2008). The pago has also been appropriated by modern day archaeologists
(Herrera 2011: 80) including our own crew (Figure 7.2). Pagos provide appeasement with the
landscape and the dead, asllvas good fortune (Lane and Herrera 2005). More importantly to
this study, pagos illustrate the communal aspects of interactions with the landscape and the dead.
In the case of huaqueros, | do not believe looting is seen as desecrating the dead, which
often perplexes archaeologists, but a complex way of engaging with the past as a way of gift
giving. Matsuda (1994) illustrated a similar case in Mesoamerica. There, huaqueros referred to
artefacts as seeds or gifts from the ancestors. The state in whiefeRdruaqueros leave sites
can be misleading. Huaqueros often leave human remains strewn across the surface and

uncovered, which can be disconcerting to western concepts of corporeality and treatment of the
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dead. It would appear, however, that the sigaiice of disturbing the body is not as important
for Andeans. Rather, the symbolic act of offering and permission is more important than the
physical destruction of ancient remains. In many ways, the traditional huaguero has become a
steward of ancient cuiral heritage in local villages, carrying on the age old tradition of
appeasement to the huarad communion with the ancestors (Gunduz 2001: 170). In sum,
huaqueros can be neither condoned nor condemned, but are a mainstay in the modern day poetics
of archaeological practice in Peru.

Although not documented specifically at Samanco, shamanic activities via witchcraft
(brujeria) and healingduranderg featureprominently in ritual performances with
archaeological sites on the North Coast and elsewhersegGtdfin 1991; Glas<Coffin et al.
2004; Seki 1996). Usage of archaeological sites for witchcraft was documented by Chicoine
(2011; Personal Communication) at Huambacho. There, while the team was excavating, they
uncovered a bundle of items which asedto curse an individual. The items included hair
collected from the individual bundl ed with th
is believed to hold parts of their essence which can be manipulated in addition to belongings.
These areusedt cur s e o0 n e dssistosr fright leading tb death (Pslia 2012: 197).
These powerful bundles are buried at archaeological sites because of their supernatural qualities
as huacs, used to inflict the individual. Chicoine noted that localawkers were extremely
distressed by the bundle upon being discovered because the curse could pass to them. This is yet
another aspect of archaeological sites seen as venues of dread and danger.

In other cases, archaeological objects recovered via huaquensedria shamanic
rituals. Chief among these as#badores or bridge spout bottles made to create sounds and

music. Three silbadores were recovered from theébW@&nb at Samanco, one of which was
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located in an upper layer suggesting it was taken ouinéechicted with during the looting of the

tomb. Silbadores are often used to directly communicate with the ancesemtemasados

through their unique whistling sound. They can also bring about blessings or curses, and are used
by ritual specialists incantations (Gunduz 2001: 60). Local legends dictate that these vessels

can play on their own, bringing special messages from the dead. Therefore, ritual performance
with archaeological remains is not limited to the site, but also incorporates objentsafo

associated with the dead.

Archaeological sites also feature in the broader campesino vernacular through public
media. Public performance, such as dance and music, remain a chief arena for Andeans to
negotiate contemporary identities (e.g., Corr20@oward Malverde 2009; Mendoza 2000;
Rogers 1998). There are two types of popular music in Peru which are mainly supported by
campesinos and the urban underclass, knovenrakiaandhuayno Huayno draws primarily on
indigenous sounds mixed with harpsbauitar, and keyboard made to contemporary pop music
parameters (see Tucker 2013). Peruvian cumbieghiohg shares common elements of Latin
American cumbia mixed with indigenous highland and Amazonian elements. Major
archaeological sites serve as mmnlocations for cumbia and huayno videos to be shot, in
addition to famous parts of the campesino landscape such as mountains and rivers. The usage of
archaeological sites as venues for music videos of the mestizo and indigenous underclass
reinforces themportance of huasato the campesino identity.

In sum archaeological sites, seen as hsjea@ primarily tied in with rural underclass
identities. This includes huaqueros and through their omnipresence in the rural Andean

landscape, as well as publierformances and rituals which bind local communities to their

ancient heritage. Bel ow, | delve into the cas



Chapter 7: Samanco Today: Archaeology, Performance, and Andean Heritage 200

archaeological past which shares the aforementioned elements, as well as interesting
juxtapositions of myt, the supernatural, and reality as they relate to sensing the dead and the

animated landscape.

7.3 Performancewith Huacasand Archaeological Heritage at Samanco

Our work at Samanco provides a rare glimpse into performances with the ancient past as
viewed through dialogues between foreign excavator and local community. The main informants
for this study were Samanquefios who were either friendswodcers | interacted with on a
daily basis, or other locals who were engaged at public gatherings. Itiformas collected
through informal conversations. | suggest that archaeological sites like Samanco are part of the
daily experience of the rural Andean landscape that encompasses myth, nature, fortune, history,
and danger realized through indirect andticaus reverence of the dead. This positionality needs
to be acknowledged by Andeanists looking to better understand local perceptions of heritage, and
to elevate local knowledge in our own presentations of the past.

Samancobs popul ac erityindigekrroys Anhdsan,s&Spamshxanddda ma j
lesser extent African, Chinese, and Japanese migrant populations. Most of the population are
recent immigrants from diverse areas of Peru, rather than long lineages of mestizo families
which has created more of aon-stratifiedcharacter to town politics. As a result, there is a
plurality and fragmented nature of the town
early urban organization. Neighborhoods are organized by families which were originally
dispersd but have now expanded into permanent family districts. Family districts include
migrants from the highland cities of Huaraz, Caraz, and Cajamarca, central coastal towns

Huarmey and Callao, and north coastal towns Trujillo and Piura. Most families hasesho
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town as well as temporary houses on family farm plots in the delta where interaction with huaca
takes place. We lived with the Mora family from Cajamarca, who migrated from the highlands

after the agrarian reform of a military dictatorship in 186fch was influenced by the
aforementioned indigenista movement. Samancob®
identity as artisan fishermen who take great pride in their vocational abilities and maritime
connection. Maritime identities are enatten a daily basis through socialization in the plazas

and streets while nets, boats, and fishing gear are being maintained. Since most fishing takes

place at night, there is a significant amount of daytime interaction when compared with farming
groups.

The largest folk holiday is for San Pedro, the patron saint of fishermen. During San Pedro
celebrations, a procession takes place throughout town and down to the seaside where bundles of
offerings are set out to sea (Figure 7.3). At other times, neighbospeadic festivals occur
when patron saints from migrant regions are celebrated and different districts demonstrate their
hospitality by inviting the rest of the community. Polititelsted rallies and festivals also occur
where politicians vied for inflence through the age old Andean practice of demonstrating power
through the ability to host lavish celebrations. The festivals provided ideal times to converse with
Samanquefios about their identity and relationship with archaeological heritage.

In 2012, wedistributed brochures with basic information about the archaeological history
of the valley and what our goals were at the archaeological site. We distributed over a hundred
brochures which were a massive hit with Samanquefios who often came to ouplaskstot
more brochures to give to other family members. The brochures also helped to stimulate
discussions about Andean heritage. Many locals expressed a scientific interest in the archaeology

of Samanco. Most concern was put on educating and creatilogule with children. In
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Samanco, as with other Andean towns, children are the pride of the town and some of the largest
town celebrations are held for school anniversaries and graduations where children perform for
the community. During school celebratsmrchildren act out dances and costumed scenes from
Perubs multiple ethnic i darinegradanceg AfrePeruviec | udi ng
crioladances, and indigenous highland dances spe:
Huaraz and Cajamea.

The discovery of the Lord of Sipan on the North Coast (Alva 1988, 2001) featured as a
key point where locals were familiar with scientific archaeological research. Most archaeological
contexts have been collectively referred to by localssafkas Nowadays, massive finds like
Sipan and the popularization of the Moche have led to familiarity with coastal cultures and a
revitalization of the Muchic identity further north (Silverman 2005). Locals also refer to
archaeological remains in termslo$ artiguos or the ancient ones, but references specifically in
terms of ancestry are rare. The lone example in the area is a cluster of archaeological sites on the
northern margins of Nepefia, where the area is referredMallasde los Gentileor valley d
the ancestors. Rather, while most coastal peoples know they are descended from Andean groups,
they prefer to recall specific archaeological contexts in terms of antiquity.

The ruined state of archaeological sites have caused them to blend seamletisdy into
natural landscape. They are experienced in concert with the fields, mountains, and rivers of the
coast. As such, it is difficult to refer to huaaes being anything different than an element of the
sacred Andean landscape (Herrera 2011). While sdegease located in direct contact with
settlements, most are located in valley hinterlands in areas steeped in myth. There are a number

of myths pertaining directly to Samanco and others to the wider Nepefia area which highlight the
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cautious reverence obastal Andeans to the power of archaeological sites, ancestors, and the

natural landscape.

7.3.1 Samanco Myths: Clues into Archaeological Perceptions

Myths are one of the main topics which come up in conversations about Samanco and
other ruins, which pnade important insights into archaeological perceptions. Indeed, for most
people the relationship to huada made more through the performance of storytelling than
actual interaction with ruins, as is the case with huaqueros. The myths told abosimdaca
surrounding natural features in Samanco and Nepefia are not told as legends, but as cautionary
tales about real events. The most widespread story told about the Samanco site is about a
dangerous apparition callé@d Gringa or white woman. She is saidl teside primarily around
Cerro Partido on the eastern edge of the site. She comes out primarily at midnight as a nude
blonde or reehaired woman to seduce men who later become cursed and die. Policemen and taxi
drivers are said to encounter La Gringa nimsjuently since they are on the roads at night. She
appears as a bright light along the hillsides and chases her victims along the single road leading
from the ruins to town. One of our-eeorkers orsite knew personally a policeman who is said
to have ome into contact with La Gringa. The policeman rushed home, slammed his door, but
fell ill and died within the next three days. There was legitimate concern for us working at the
ruins at times, because of La Gringa. Members of the community would oftémeashad
encountered La Gringa, as she can also come out atayid

The Samanco case of La Gringa corresponds
from highland Ancash. There as well, legends are tied more closely to the landscape than to

direct arwestors. The story of La Gringa is somewhat reminiscent of a famous (or infamous)
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myth from the Ancash highlands which tells of the Pishtaku. The Pishtaku is a white skinned
demon who preys on human fat to sell, and his exploitative nature is probably tm&enturies

of colonial domination (Herrera and Lane 2006; Lane and Herrera 2005; Weismantel 2001). La
Gringa may share the same Pishtaku roots mixed in with the malevolent adksicgralities

of huacaapparitions.

Cerro Partido and the Samancmeuare home to other supernatural encounters with
humans. During a trip at night to a festival in Moreughley, we encountered a car wreck at the
base of Cerro Partido. Our driver explained that the wreck was probably a résu¥ioda a
widow dressd in black who roams the road below the Samanco ruins causing car wrecks. La
Viuda may be a variant of La Gringa. In another case, two senior fishermen told of repeatedly
seeing a massiviadio wearing a poncho walking around the base of the Samancowilios
stared at them with completely jet black eyes before they retreated back to town. They were
adamant about this not being a legend, but an encounter with a real ancient man they believed to
be connected with the ruins. Indeed, interactions with htlikarapparitions are commonplace
at Samanco.

Another instance of human encounters at Samanco was told by anetiearken from
Huambacho, who walked out to the site as a boy after seeing hundreds of lights in the area. He
believed the lights to be fromtawn and went home to tell his father, who told him never to
return to that area at night. The malevolent nature of spirits surrounding archaeological sites and
remote landscapes at night may indirectly descend from a traditional Andean belief in a race of
ancestral pagans who reclaim the landscape at night (Allen 2002; Lane and Herrera 2005: 116).

These spirits can grant fortune through archaeological riches, but are volatile.
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Legends are most often associated with powerful mountains and archaeolaggal ru
huaca, but also involve other natural features. A common sea legend in Samanco and
throughout Chimbote tells &l Ahogadoor the Drowned Man, a fishermen who was lost in
times unknown that still cries out for help. Our team would frequently dsloing trips in
Samanco Bay on weekend evenings. One of our loeadockers was cautious to go because of
a past close encounter with EI Ahogado. He was new to the valley, having recently married into
a Huambacho family and was unfamiliar with the legethel recounted his first trip fishing with
his inflaws who also work with us esite. He encountered a man drowning at the base of the
northern outcrops of the Costa Mal Brava while laying out the fishing net. As he was about to
jump into the water to helihe man, his idaws shouted not to jump into the water, knowing it
was an apparition of El Ahogado. This example illustrates that legends involving archaeological
sites are similar to legends involving the natural landscape, and that the two are ssdnigce
dichotomized in rural Andean perceptions.

Although human apparitions are the most discussed supernatural forces within
archaeological sites, certain animals also feature in the harstscape. A particularly famous
Nepefia legend involves a dragidee creature known aSacarama The name derives from the
sound the creature makes as it moves throughout the northern hillsides of Nepefia between the
middle valley and the sea. The legend states that a devious boy around the town of Capellania in
the midlle valley was very mischievous, and was punished by being turned into an algarrobo
(Prosopisalba) tree The tree occasionally animates into a dragon with algarrobo wings and
preys on children in the remote hillsides. The legend of Cacaramaiseveaféatur n c hi | dr e
texts on the history of Samanco in primary school. Unlike apparitions, Cacarama is told more as

myth than fact. Our local emworkers would frequently mention cacarama during excavation on
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foggy mornings, although reference was also made tme@morously than with human site
apparitions.

Other animistic tales more huaspecific include animals who either guard or lead to
archaeological riches. At the aforementioned HiRedida, a massive golden bull is said to
guard the main mound ofthes e 6s ar chaeol ogi cal Pariidalbukles The
actually deterred site looting because of the danger. Many people speak of encountering animal
presences associated with husaddembers of our host family once recalled seeing an ovgwhi
playing near a huacgust as they discovered a complete pot or huaco. The appearance of animals
upon moments of archaeological discovery appears widespread, and is tied in with the
connection of archaeology to the animated landscape (Lane and H&0Brd 25).

In other cases, gold or silver ducks are said to appear atsharaddead to archaeological
riches. In one particular incident-gite in 2012, a huaquero came up to the ruins and told us he
had seen the duck leading him to the ruins. Thewsmndistressed and incoherent. Many of our
co-workers were leery of the man, who they recognized as being from a notorious family of
huaqueros from Chimbote. His delusional state was explained by the fact that he suffered from
mal aire or literally bad ai, from coming into contact with archaeological remains through
incessant huagueo. One of our archaeology students from the Ancash highlands stayed away
from the man, believing the mal aire could pass to him. The man noticed and mentioned that the
huacaand the power of the devil had corrupted his mind, causing him to perpetually seek riches
from the ruins. Because of his erratic state, one of our loeabckers called the police to take
the man away from the site. This very real encounter with a huagfiected by mal aire really
brought to reality the Andean perspective of hsaoaskeptical outsiders such as myself. Lane

and Herrera (2005) admitted to a similar situation through their fieldwork in highland Ancash. A
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series of unfortunate events cadiseem to reluctantly participate in pagos for permission which
alleviated their bad luck and allowed them to continue their work more in harmony with the
views of the local community, the landscape, and the ancestors. The experience led them to
reconsidetheir scienceonly view of Andean archaeological practice, and is another example of
legitimizing local knowledge within research.

Mal aire was an ongoing concern ofworkers and locals alike throughout fieldwork. In
one case, a new aworker in 2013 bkeved he caught mal aire by trying to work too quickly and
not properly giving his offering and reverence to the hudeasuddenly became ill and was
unable to work for the rest of the week, which necessitated subsequent offering and respect. Mal
aire isconsidered especially powerful around burials and valuable objects. Special pagos were
conducted by one of our archaeology students from the Ancash highlands, whose grandfather is a
chamarritual specialist, at the field house to ward off mal aire. Wisileavating the tomb, one
of our local ceworkers mediated when additional pagos were needed, especially when strong
winds picked up and the loose sand walls would blow into the excavation unit. He would spray
cane liquor with his breath across the arean@hwith tobacco smoke (Figure 7.4). The act of
blowing tobacco smoke features prominently in pago rituals (and more widely in most Andean
and Amazonian rituals), and emphasizes the importance of breath as a vehicle for supernatural
forces. From at leashka times, breath was seerkasnayor a travel l ing el emer
as a Atransubstanti al essenceo (Dean 2010: 35
|l ooted burials at Samanco had coppesesgehcaced i
In the mal aire sense, breath may be conceptualized as the transubstantial essence of malevolent

spirits, and illustrates connections to the-Emumbian past.
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Lane and Herrera (2005: 115) again note close similarities with mal aire in taghlAnc
highlands, illustrating a widespread and important cultural belief associated with archaeological
sites. There, mal aire invoked fear of ruins and was contracted especially when metals were
encountered and could even cause death. Metals, as the mos¢ially and symbolically
valuable artefact, carry the most power and are therefore the most dangerous and costly offerings
from the huacaln some cases, mal aire can also bring mischievous consequences. One shop
keeper in Samanco humorously recounteldr friends and myself the story of her friend who
was showing off her earrings made frahaquirasor bead jewelry from archaeological sites.

Her flaunting of the artefacts, they told me, caused her to become pregnant with twins via the
effect of mal aie.

Throughout the narratives of archaeology and the supernatural, there are elements of
temptation mixed with danger, which ultimately shape the way communities interact with
archaeological sites. Often, the temptation is associated with riches putdojtist by the
spirits, but by what people refer to as the devil. During Semana Santa, or Holy Week, preceding
Easter is a popular time for huaqueo to occur, as archaeological riches are believed to be
increasingly abundant during this time (Smith 2Q0&L). In Samanco, one elderly evangelical
man who was a longtime huaquero told me that elaborate pots, knébwacs would appear
out of the ground at the huacduring Semana Santa. According to him, the devil would place
them there as temptation, ati@ pots would literally come up out of the ground or be just below
the surface, as opposed to having to dig down for them. Semana Santa is often the main time
when people directly interact with archaeological sites, as it is a work holiday and an occasion
for families to go out and engage in Ra#arted looting more for entertainment than actual

commercial gain. This is often the time when local people who are not huaqueros develop a
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mythical connection with archaeological ruins, such as members ofteonding family who
encountered a foreboding owl on a casual Semana Santa trip to a looted cemetery. Yet, during
other holy ceremonies, more benevolent spirits can appear at archaeological sites, such as
sightings of San Isidro at Huacde Moche during pain saint celebrations. Again, the
juxtaposition of danger, fortune, and the supernatural permeate the experience of the local
Andean past.

Dreams also feature prominently in Samanqu
In the Andean world, dreanase invoked in the construction of reality (e.g., Cecconi 2011; Cobo
1964; MacCormack 1991; Mannheim 1987). Historically, dreams have been most important
through their use in divining, perhaps most famously at the ancient pilgrimage center of
Pachacamac.dday, dreams are still important divining tools which involve premonitions about
the future. Cecconi (2011) notes that traditional highland populations in Ayacucho mention
dreams involving thapusandgentiles or ancestors, in onerous contexts similavibat has
been described here through the waking experiences of apparitions. In highland Ancash, local
dreams documented by Lane and Herrera (2005) also involve ancestagus(Walter 2003),
commanding offering, respect, and predicting fortune ofamime relating to archaeological
finds. The ancestors appear in complex ways that are foreboding and controlling, yet yielding the
potential for good luck. At Samanco,-emrkers and team members frequently had dreams
where they claimed to predict eveirtghe field. Some of these would relate to mundane finds,
while others to very important events. In the most prominent example, numerous project
members said they had dreamt about us finding a massive cache of riches. Toward the end of the

project, thedrge Chiméinka tomb was discovered which localeorkers as well as Peruvian
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archaeologists on the project concurred with their dreams, claiming that the tomb was a sign of
the huacdeing pleased with our pagos and overall presence.

Finally, archaeoloigal sites in Samanco are venues for reverence, wonder, and
inspiration by | ocal communities just as they
ancient monuments is a continuous source of reverence for people the world around. In
Samanco, locals euld frequently remark about the craftsmanshipas Inkasor Los Antiguos
seen through the monumental constructions of tuand their remains. In one particularly
interesting story, the two elderly fishermen previously mentioned described a taleqmseed
through fishermen about inspiration from the hgadde two recounted that the oldest
fishermen they knew growing up told the men that the first modern fishermen, upon arriving to
Samanco from the north, were struggling to catch fish. The eargrifign went out to the
nearby huacaand found remnants of ancient fishing nets. According to them, the fishermen
copied the clever designs of the ancient fishing nets and boneakétg mallero tools found at
the huaca. This story demonstrates the synibahportance of nets, touched upon throughout
the study, but also the connection between modern fishermen and the ancient past. The two men
also expressed disdain toward the colonial era for erasing the great knowledgdrd€asThis
story bridges thgap of ancient and modern maritime specialists via social memory and tangible

inspiration between modern communities and ancestral fuaca

7.4 Multiple Voices and Pasts Create a Sustainable Future: Performing Samanco
What becomes clear fromthe Samascbudy i s that todayés coas:
areas are not divorced from their archaeological heritage. Rather, sites are often spiritually

charged locations commanding a performance of fear, balance, and respect played out through
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myth, storytellingsubsistence looting, and popular culture. | have referred to this positionality
above as a cautious reverence of the past. Archaeological sites are one with the broader notion of
the rural Andean landscape, which blends mythical powers of the mounitzens, and seas
with archaeol ogi cal ruins. This | andscape fea
campesino identity as distinguished from cosmopolitan hegemony. As has been noted elsewhere
(Herrera 2011; Lane and Herrera 2005), the supernajuadities of the Andean heritage
performance is often incongruous with positiyv
conflicts of positionality lead to issues which have often precluded mutual understaardionys
stakeholders of the Andean past

| have advocated for the |l egitimization of
participation with that knowledge in creating a more holistic research product. Public
archaeologies have only recently started to develop in Peru (see Higueras 2008;-Sageetio
2011; Vogel and Pacifico 2004) which have taken different paths to local empowerment. Recent
projects include the Sustainable Preservation Initiative headed by Larry Coben empowering local
artisans through archaeological doarism, as well as puislworks projects in conjunction with
archaeological conservation projects such as Save the Moche by Brian Billman.

In addition to these Andean public archaeologies, calls have been made for empowering
local communities through indigenous archaeology @tar2011; Mamani Condori 1994; Smith
2005), something which has been emphasized here in the Samanco study. Herrera (2011) has
pushed for archaeologists to participate in the Andean sacred landscape via pagos and other
activities which demonstrate our respand understanding of the Andean past. Ultimately, the
goal of indigenous archaeologies will hopefullylegitimate local knowledge of the Andean

past (Smith 2005) and foster mulditeral conservation awareness. In our case, opportunities
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were providedo three local Ancashino students who were part of the first archaeology
graduating class of the local university in Huatdniyersidad Nacional Santiago Antinez de
Mayolo). Their expertise and connection to local perceptions really strengthened egt,proj
which has in turn provided them with opportunities to complete their professional licenses from
the Samanco research. Furthermore, | advocate a much closer and more bilateral relationship
with hired excavators who are often muted in the archaeolqgicabc ess. Of ten t i me
are segregated from researchers and students and are distanced in terms of knowledge and
participation of research goals.

Our project involved the input of excavators asnakers and integrated them into
every aspect adhe research. Aside from the aforementioned examples whereshuagtied in
with the supernatural, local emorkers were especially interested in taking part in the scientific
processes of excavation. Open dialogue allowed for them to participateazihess to make
contextual inferences throughout excavation. This involvddteral discussions of where and
how to excavate, where we benefitted immensely from their familiarity with the landscape. Such
integration built trust and awareness in the camity, strengthened the excavation process, and
provided for the rich understanding of local engagements with siukszribed here.

Accommodating for more public and participatory archaeology is not without its
difficulties, especially in developing couigs like Peru, which may be partly why such
approaches have only recently taken up steam. In our particular case, government bureaucracies,
a lack of funding for the Ministry of Culture, and political corruption have hindered the ability to
conduct ongoig applied projects. We have been working toward building a community museum

to house artifacts from the Samanco excavations in town, as well as some of the rich folklore
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presented here. In the current situation, the closest nearby storehouse is in Qzsi3@ lsm
south, which keeps Nepefia communities divorced from access to their archaeological heritage.

Our goal is to setup a small, locally sustainable museum which can exhibit our findings
primarily to residents within the Samanco district. The museuhba/supplemented by
municipal funds and the flow of summertime beach visitors. Through collaboration with
Samancobs most recent mayor and the | ocal mi n
location and committee to oversee development. Howeveceat political scandal involving
corruption from Ancashdéds ruling party has ous
uncertain. From our experience, long term strategies must be in place to account for the
unforeseen consequences of appliedgmts} Other small scale resources were more
immediately effective, including a project donation of archaeological books to the local school,
geared toward children and young audiences. Such projects are necessary for the dissemination
of archaeological kneledge to the local public which is ultimately the most vital tool today for
preserving archaeological sites.

The single largest threat archaeological sites face today in the coastal Andes are new,
expansive agricultural corporations who are purchasingsvesths of coastal valleys. These
corporations have shown to place no value on archaeological and local heritage, and their wealth
has created little accountability. As a result, archaeological sites in Peru today face their greatest
threat in centuriesral perhaps ever, due to the mechanical capabilities of these companies being
able to completely erase sites. Our project was involved with corporations on two fronts: a
mining company which recently built a road through the center of the site; and aasggarc
corporation who destroyed a large portion of the southern site extent. We were able to gain

support from the mining company, but the sugarcane company has destroyed countless Nepefa
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sites in recent years and faces little responsibility due to th&npeompany holding large

influence in politics. The situation of corporate destruction recently reached a head last year
when a company destroyed parts of El Paraiso, one of the oldest monumental structures in the
Andes and all of the Americas. Archaeagig cannot hope to save sites without the awareness
and support of local communities. Andeanists must empower local voices in creating awareness
and a multilateral front for both expanding ancient Andean knowledge and combating the

unprecedented destriar of the sacred huatandscape.
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CHAPTER 8
CONCLUDING FRAME: SUMMARY AND |MPACTS OF THE SAMANCO
RESEARCH

The precedinghesis las elucidatethe life history of Samanco, an ancient seaside town
on the coast of Perudeveloped a framework of performze and community to analyze ancient
Andean society and change. The research resulsgnificantobservations, conclusions, and
avenues of future study. Foremasntributions pertain to ancient structuregweérydaysocial
experiencs, seen as cultatly dictatedperformances. In the Samanco case, everyday tasks and
learning became parts of formal political umitisich transformed households into early urban
communitiesat the neighborhoo@Vel. These daily performancgksyed a major part, if nahe
major part, in negotiatin a manco6s ear | y .WResbltalbringtforttaneve f or mat i o
perspectives on social organization, suggesting that certain types of urban communities could
thrive without authoritative or centralized political structures.
Resh t s, summari zed below, corroborate Hodde
daily life is important and meaningful, and further our understanding of sociopolitical
(re)production in complex societies. Tlast sectiorof this dissertation has been cenwed with
reflexivecomsi der ati ons i nv ol witharghadgologita lyefitagegi er f or ma n ¢
SamancoContemporary performances with archaeological sites in the coastal Andes influence
both the academic community and local campesino communitieswehadngside sites.
Archaeological sites, or huagare integral parts of rural communal identities, and are
intertwined with the supernatural Andean landscaplesseconclusionsalso summarized
below, have attempted to present and legitimate localsveand knowledge of the past which

holistically inform our knowledge of Samanco and other sites like it.
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8.1 Samanco: An Early Horizon Seaside Town

Samanco was essentially an early seaside town, dating to the Early Horizd&®@&dm
BCE. While early swreys (Daggett 1984 218, 1987: 74, 1999t) rovided a general temporal
framework for the site, our project was the first to categorize the nature of its occupation and
refine its occupational sequence through excavatimswork furnished, for the 8t time,

systematic new data on Early Horizon maritime economies and residential lifeways of incipient

urban groups of Peruds North Central coast .

The studyenhancesurrent research dedicated to the investigation of Formative Nepefia
life (e.g., Chicoin€2006a, 2006b; Chicoine and Ikehara 2010; Ikehara 2010; lkehara and
Chicoine 2011; Shibata 2010, 2011) and coastal urbanization during the Salinar phenomenon
(Brennan 1978, 1980, 1982). Samanco has providadand cruciatlatafor reconstructinghe
rolesof maritimesatellite communities early urban politiesSubsistencendustrial exchange
systemsgoverned at the neighborhood leslpporéedlarge residential population$his
pattern of early urban political econoragpeas to have taken precedenaeer previous exotic
exchange systems associated with Ch&upisniqueThe transformatiocoincided with a
general shift away from pilgrimage temples and toward monumental enclosure comgadinds

settlement nucleation

8.1.1 Summary of Archaeological BmRecovered

The project relied on systematic mapping of standing walls and topograpgoptestruct
site sectors, density, and layout, followed by a combination of test and area excavations.

Samancobds 40 hectare ext encbreiaintelpre?2edasisiect ar e

de
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compound sectorsf high-walled agglutinated stone structur&se compound sectors share
common orientations/accesses, and are built around a series of patio groups comprising central
patios surrounded by narrow corridors andaltirfunctional rooms. Compound sectors are

divided by terracing, natural slope, and expanses in the desert. Test excavations from the six
sectors, combined witnaterialspatial correlations and radiocarbon assays confirm the
contemporaneity of all six seorsduring the Early HorizorResults suggest large residential
settlement probably numbering in the low thousaBkgglence indicated that this was a society

with limited hierarchy, which probably shared power enacted during public gatherings.

On thespectrum of settlement complexity, Samanco could be seen as lying between the
categories of dAvillageo or Acityo, which | ha
settlement nucleation; central planning (neighborhoods, streets); long occablaistories; and
high ratios of domestic materials and architecture. The site lacks scalar qualities of a city, as well
as divisions of labor into districts and elite residences. As such, questions of early urban social
life were most profitably exploretthrough an investigation into the neighborhood household.

Limited time and resources combined with a lat§ehasite extent necessitated sampling
of Samancobdbs archaeol ogical dat acomp@matwmg ounds 2
insightsamongresidaces Understanding conformitgmongcompound sectors was key to
establishing contemporaneity, variable spatial functions, and especially preferential access to
materials reflecting hierarcrgmongsectorsEachcompoundvas sampled through similar
excavaibn areas of approximately 150 sq m, focused on patio groups. Compounds were built in
identical forms suggestirfgrmal spatial ideologies and probably architects operating throughout
the area (See Chicoine 2006a: 114). Excavations documented multiplatr@n@hases

suggesting long term occupation in line with urban settings.
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A monumental plaza and camelid corral were also excavated. The Plaza Mayor served as
t he largestedrst r al gathering space for the entire
occupation. The plaza was built as an amphidregilizing encircling platform benches around
open spaces specific to the Early Horizon enclosure tradition (see Chicoine 2011b;éieimer
2012). The monumental corral, meanwhile, is unique as possiblypf the earliest coastal
Andean corrals documented. Its usagicatesheintensive management cameligearly in
coastal Andean prehistory. | have argued for their usage as caravans, a longstanding Andean
tradition, for tr aewsafhdairtlandpgpul@ienmenters.o 6s mar i n

Two main phases crosscut the sectors and are interpreted agiasigghhenomenon: 1)

A large, centrally planned building event of colonnaded patio groups associated with variable

floor renovations followed by 2) Leling of columns, raising of structures, and blockage of

certain accessways associated with more basic pole and thatch interior spaces. Many of
Samancod6s burials are documented from this re
communitywide restucturing some time before abandonment. There are no telling lines of
evidence about Samancodés abandonment, other t
closing off the settlement.

Materially, densa@epositof primarily domestiartefacts attesbt Samancodés | i ve:
gualities and residential nature. The vast majority of materials pertain to foodstuffs and utilitarian
ceramics, which contrasts with many earlier monumental sites where exotics and festive
materials predominate (e.g., Cerro Blanco HodcaPartida in Nepefia). Ceramic styles
correspond with long Formative traditions, including neckless jars and zoned designs.

Decorations derive primarily from local canons, such as Textile Impressed, Triangular Zoned

Punctate, and Banded Lozenge techagjparticular to Early Horizon Nepefia and the
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surrounding areas (Chicoine 2010a; Daggett 1984, 1987; Proulx 1968, 1973). These ceramic

types are concomitant with other diagnostic local Early Horizon objects including ceramic

panpipes, sherd discs, graltewls, indigebeige textiles, and polished slate projectile points.
Theseobjectand t heir styl es sHanydlerizgon neSvarksavinoho 6 s p |l a c e
operated either outside of or after the decline of Chavin religious influence (see Ikehara and

Chicoine 2011). Materials diagnostic to broader Andean spheres are StampedGircle

ceramics dated to laterminal Chavin de Huantar (Burger 1993; Mesia 2007; Ricit. 2010)

and Whiteon-Red (Painted Incised) fineware bottles and bowls diagnostic to linarSapastal

epoch postating Cupisnique (Larco 1944; Billman 1996; Collier 1955, 1960; Strong and Evans

1952).

Samancobs most telling materi al dat aset ca
recovered, which wer e ibloot & bothithe lbcaldndivreades as t he
sociopolitical levels. Theettlementproduced an extraordinary cornucopia of seafood, cultigens,
and wild and domesticated fauna. The most important seafood rescomsested ofardines
supplemented with other easigrvestable neahore fish, as well as mussels, clams, and
cockles. Seafoodcquired localsh e | ped mai nt ai n andatsodppearsitd s popul
havesustained inland populations such as peer city Caylan (Chicoine and Rojas 2013; Clement
2012).

Beyond marine subsistence, the project recovered densans obver 30 domesticated
plants The assemblage indicateamplex agriculturat Samanco by the Early Horizcend that
seaside communities were not always maritong specialists who had to tra inlandfor fruits
and vegetables. Maize was the most important and numerous cultigen, with evidence of terraced

gardens ossite. Maize production was essential for Early Horizon public events through its use
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as fermentedhicha(Chicoine 2011), an8amanco appears to have beehiahaproducing and
consuming center, mainly evidenced at the Plaza Mayor.

Canines, camelids, guinea pigs, and sea birds were the main sources of terrestrial meat
which were also locallgerived Canines and camelids wermbably luxury foods, given their
rarity and necessity for other functions. The fact that all three food biotopes were provided
locally (fishing, agriculture, animal husbandry) contrasts with-In&sed vertical archipelago
models (Murra 1961, 1975) asaessarily extant for all eras of Andean prehistory. Rather, the
Samancalata exemplifyproducerconsumer economies betwdargecenters angmaller
satellite townsn Early Horizon Nepefia.

In sum, Samanco excavations helped to build the culture histaramad of Early
Horizon Nepefia, refine sequences, and emphasize the importance of maritime satellites to
sociopolitical development which have often come under fire (e.g., Haas and Creamer 2006;
Raymond 1981; Wilson 1981Qritiques of maritime centric Adean hypotheses are importamt
considering coastal variabilityut have created a situation where the uniquely rich Andean sea
biomass has been overlooked in favogeeralizedoncepts of sociopolitical development
centered on agropastoralism. Trentnco study has shown that early urban Andean polities did
in fact rely heavily on marine resources to develop large residential communities, and such
development did not lie with agriculture alone but a combination of different economic spheres
(see Sandeisset al.2009). Nevertheless, marine communities and resoheas/arying
levels of influence and rolder different coastal societiesuch as Moche and Nasca
(Carmichaekt al.2014;Roselloet al.2001). Further research is needed which considers
maritime communities not in general rewolutionary terms, but as agents in a diverse Andean

prehistory. This study, meanwhile, has considered a maritime community on its own terms to
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outline a bottorrup approach for understanding urbanization througfopeance, the results of

which are concluded upon below.

8.1.2 Ancient Performance at Samanco

| have been concerndldroughout the Samanco reseandth tracking materialities of
performancen archaeological contextsfocused mainly on daily performae because of the
siteds r esi de ndreassémbledirmorperaeptualvariablesaof seght,vsound,
movement, and smell/taste within Samancooés
record.Both daily and public performancefiencentered on exclusivity. Samanco was
consciously built into a ravine, most likely for protection in responsecteasedearly Horizon
conflict (Brown Vega 2009; Daggett 1987; lkehara 2010; Wilson 1987,a1988ch influenced
the way the settlement wasrpeived Sights, sounds, and movements were restricted inside
residentiacompounds by high walls, baffled entryways, roofs, and terraces. Light and shadows
were manipulated through white painted compounds and contrasting roofed areas in the sunny
desert stting, a marked shift from more elaborate supernatural public art of the preceding
ChavinCupisnique era. Material representations of the self were muted, and were perceived
through limited media via hand held figurines associated with household spaedls.&hd
tastedmparteda maritime sense of place which contrasted with the inland sensory landscape.

Samancobs compounds could be thought of
groups in permanent, mulgienerational buildings. The perceptiorpefmanent residential
structures marks a new and profound juncture in coastal Andean prehistory away from
pilgrimage monuments associated with fushan hamlets. Groups now pronounced their formal

political identities througlpermanent, mukgenerationatesidences. Yet, the experience of these
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neighborhoods relied on communal exclusivity as people navigated the newly congested
residentiakettings Rather than stateontrolled enculturation in workshops or institutions,
learning and socialization at Sancarbuilt around the formal extended household units within
individual compounds. Here, daily practice was predicated on subsistence activities which took
place in central patios. Despite their subsistence role, these were highly social activities, where
ealy urban communal identities were enacted, naggd, and transformed through the
performanceof daily life.

Some exampl e dailpperfoanteput orthn<Chapter 6 include weaving,
net making, tool maintenance, food procurement angmeessing, and communal meals
among others. These activities extended beyond previousrban kinship groups, materialized
inside the expansive compounds which facilitated new urban industrial ideals, yet remained
decentralized when compared with laterugrs. Overall siteonformityin layout and materials
indicates similar group experiences and a relative lack of hierarchy. Leadership guiding daily
activities was still centered on the now more extended household, which would eventually morph
into theinstitutionalizedpractices of hegemorseen with Moche and Chimu.

| argue that leadership was fragmented and relied for the most part on [eitednent
inequalities. Authority needed to be regularly negotiated through public angbabhia events.
The muti-faceted patios at Samanco also likely served for episodic public gatherings involving
food, music, dance, and procession. These activities were replicated on a larger scale at
monumental plazas which mirror the patio design (see Hedtradr2012). Divded public
spaces emphasize the decentralized nature of Samanco society. Meanwhile, public festivals and
rituals also involved some continuation in pilgrimage. Sites such as Huambacho, Caylan, and

Chankillo hosted public events where more regional commdealogies were negotiated.
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Overall Samanco offera doublepicture of performancelaily interactions on the one hand, and
episodic dte-hosted events on the other.

Samancobs system of governance was success
others like it. Generations of ancient Samanquenos experienced this innovative pattern of
enclosed lifeways over hundreds of years. Urban life was able to flourish without formal state
apparatusesargely due to the successaufresident compound groups rodigiting sociopolitical
needs in daily life. The site was so successful, in fact, that no other site in the delta area
surpassed it in size, despite more developed and urbanized political structures associated with
later groups. The Casma and Chimu appeaave been especially inspired by the ruins of Early
Horizon compounds. These groups built their sites through strikingly similar designs and
possibly commemorated the ruins through social menasrgvidenced by the discovery of a
ChimtInka tomb at Samnca Further research will shediditionallight on the intriguing post

abandonment usage of the Samanco ruins after centuries of hiatus during Moche times.

8.2 Samanco Today: A Spirited Landscape and Haven for Heritage
The analyses concluded upon abae but one of many stories which inform upon
modern perceptions of archaeology, patrimony, and cultural knowledge at Samanco. As outlined
in Chapter 7, the positionality of local communities and the researcher need to be acknowledged
i n t oday gisal peojeatshl hawenargoed that the international, scientific archaeological
voice of the Andean past is important, but has overridagnofother stakeholders.
Ethnographic research conducted through informal interviews provided a wealth of data abou
modern Samanquefosod engag e araitstelative iriflilenceam c hae ol o

communities Modern archaeological heritage is inextricably linked to the concept ofgjuaca
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magical energiébeings and the sacred Andean landscape. Sites featanginently in the
coastal campesino vernacular because of their ties with ruraliam@g@sosition to cosmopolitan
identities

Archaeological sites, or huagiaare venues for public performances, subsistence digging
or huaqueo (although huaqueo is spdying out in Nepefa), and interactions with the
supernatural. Supernatural encounters with haiaogphasize the cautious reverence Andeans
have for the dead. Offerings are required to appease unpredictable and dangerous spirits, who if
appeased, can gtagifts and good fortune. At Samanco, hubeggends such as La Gringa, La
Viuda, El Ahogadoand Cacarama all illustrate the volatile, powerful human attributes given to
the intertwined landscape of the mountains, sea, and the dead. By participatinguiacde
tradition and recognizing the legitimacy of local knowledge, archaeologists can foster more
collaborative goals with local communities who are also interested in the scientific aspects of
archaeologicalesearchOur work in this regard is aimed tavd the long term goal of
establishing a community museum at Samanco. The museum will showcase archaeological finds
from our excavations, house a space for community workshops, and include the rich huaca

mythology from the area.

8.3 Avenues for Further Research

Furtherresearclon Samancavouldinclude agreater and moreomprehensive analysis
of Early Horizon Nepefia political economy. Thsolvesa more irdepth comparisoamong
site material datasets to better understand trade network dynamics b&amesmco and its
inland counterparts, most importantly the proposed centre Cayiéresearch will contribute

to newly invigorated debates about possible Andean markets, and the comparative analysis



Chapter 8: Concluding Frame: Summary and Impacts of the Samanco Research 225

between institutional and household economies (sek &fid Pillsbury 2013). In the future,
other sectors would be excavated to develop a larger comparative dataloageo-resident
communities. Theories of performance elaborated upon here would be enhanced with the data on
political economy to remark ondharchaeology of work and contexts of making in early urban
coastal societies.

| also aimto explore the aforementioned idea of social menaowy possible ancestor
veneration at site ruirthrough detailed analysis of the tBlHomb dataset, and excavatiain
other tomblike craters orsite. This work will lead in to a diachronic study of the Nepefia delta
and Samanco Bay area by investigating nearby Chiirkall settlements. Finally, we hope to
complete the community museum and conduct research intthieonvseum iseceived, how
people interact with it, and how to better conduct public outreach projects. In sum, the
study/thesigas laid the groundwork for sustained long term research in the Samanco Bay area.

In closing, | would like to turn to general impadf this dissertation research. As Lau
(2013: 2) has stated, archaeological inquiry ultimately begins and ends with a consideration of
ourselves and others even more so than the objects and sites we study. | would add to this that we
are foundationally iterested in the human experience (Van Dyke 2013: 394). What then, does
the Samanco study say about us? Broadly, the study is one which hopes to bring humans back to
the forefront of archaeological inquiry tefine often dehumanizingreductionistand nee
evolutionary studies on social complexity. | have attempted to partially reconstruct the
experience of daily life in an early urban seaside town, based on all of the available material
evidence. The results provide encouraging evidence that complex,zaedbaociopolitical
structures could be negotiated without statesl coercive and authoritative force. Moreover,

delving into rarely considered experiential and performative qualities of the archaeological
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record bring us closer to the ancient others stave to understand. The study encourages other
archaeological ventures into past experiences to further enrich our connection with those before

us.
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Figure 2.4 Isometric reconstruction of a generalized Initial Period moundtop atria.
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Figure 2.5 Example of Initial PeriddhavirCupisnique public art from Huaca Partida in middle

Nepefia (Reproduced with permission from Koichiro Shibata).
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Figure 3.1 I sometric reconstruction of Early

megalithic core (Courtesy Hugo Ikehara).

Figure3.2 Example of Early Horizon upper Nepeiia tradition megalithic architecture; corner
stands approximately 4 m high.
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Figure 3.3 Map of Early Horizon middle Nepefa site Caylan with Plaza A area shaded (Courtesy
David Chicoine).
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Figure 3.4 Isometricceonst ructi on of Cayl 8nés Plaza A and

Figure 3.5 Stepped geometric friezes along PI
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Figure 3.6a Samancodés main port for the Bah?2a

Figure 3.6b Localf sher men and artisan boats in one of
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Figure 3.7 Satellite imagery of the Samanco ruins (Courtesy Google Earth, Digital Globe).
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Samanco Bay

Plaza Mayor

7

g

Figure 4.1 General photo of Samanco looking west.

Figure 4.2 Marsh systems along the southern siiempeer leading down to the sandy beaches
and dunes of southern Samanco Bay.
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Figure 4.3 Map of Samanco. Sectors, prominent architecture, and defensive walls bolded.
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Figure 4.4 East Samanco architecture and excavation areas.
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Figure 4.5 Example afefensive walls which line the eastern site perimeter.
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Figure 4.6 Portion of 80m long zipgging avenue leading from Compound 1 up to the terraced
mound summit and the Plaza Mayor.
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Lower Terrace
Upper Terrace

Platforms

\

Figure 4.7a Photo of Plaza Mayor looking south.

T

Figure 4.7b Isomteic reconstruction of the Plaza Mayor.
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Mound

“>Plaza Mayor

; Compound 2

Figure 4.8a Photo of Compound 2; isometric reconstruction below is of the patio group in the

foreground.

Figure 4.8b Isometric reconstruction of northeast Compound 2 patio group.
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75.00

Figure 4.9 Central Samancahitecture and excavation areas.
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—Corral

Compound 3 Core

Figure 4.10a Photo of the Compound 3 core and corral looking west; isometric reconstruction

below is from the far right portion of the compound.

Figure 4.10b Isometric reconstruction of uppermost patio groups from&€ompd 3 6s cor e.
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Bulldozed Area

Terraced Fields

Corral

Figure 4.11a Southward view of the corral, ancient terraced fields, and destroyed site area.

Figure 4.11b Isometric reconstruction of the corral.
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Figure 4.12 Portion of long colonnaded patio verandah above ravine; columns highlighted

Figure 4.13 Example of large circular adobe pits which correspond to intrusive looted tombs.



