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Abstract

¢CKAA NBaSINOK dziAfAiasSa GKS O2yOSLJia Ay aAhf
1994; 1995a; 1998a; 1998b) to enable an analysis of social relations, including gender,
through looking at what and how people consume. Goods not only express iralividu

identity and status, but are used as a means of objectifying personal and social systems of
value, which, in the lives of people living in a central ward in the village of Mochudi,
Botswana, signify the importance of social relationships. An analyseil change since

the 1920s and 1930s when Isaac Schapera (1940, 1971) spent a period of fieldwork in the
same location and wrote extensively on married life here, is undertaken through familial and
life-course events.

Informants took photographs oftgects, the significance of which is explored through-one
to-one enquiry. Generational and gendered differences in consumption choices point to the
stage in life reached and lifestyle. An older woman is found to gain pleasure from the
purchase of plastichairs, ensuring she has enough for family or communal events, where all
who turn up may expect to partake of a feast; it is through these chairs that social relations

I NE 202SOGAFASR YR KSNJ gAAK G2 0S ARSYGAT
projections can be made with older men and desire for livestpttie ultimate signifier of
YIEaoOdzZ AyAde | y-BKRADHKS I NE ORNBRARBIBIR Wdza ST dz
social importance and inclusivity of communal gatherings.

Young, singlenen and women are found to conform more to the stereotypical view of
consumption as the development of individual identity (Miller 1998b:35). Yet here, within
courtship relationships, material things are utilised as a means of expressing and assessing
love. This may have become oeoft-kilter, with young men under pressure to compete with

gifts for the affections of women who ultimately can decide to walk away. Marriage is
constructed around consumption. Time slips the distinction between courtship and
engagment, cehabitation and marriage, or even leads to indefinite delay. Marital relations
NELX I OS O2dzNIIaKALI IATFTEEa GA0K WYFGSNRIE O
behalf of husbands, and washing of clothes by wives.

The family home ithe village draws people back for kinship events, such as weddings and
funerals, which act to connect people together. White weddings, driven by the fantasy of the
bride, are big consumptive events, and yet may be read as being less about conspicuous
consumption than an objectification of love which carefully interweaves kinship, tradition

and modernity. Through the crisis of AIDS, funerals have altered to reflect a sensitivity which
places importance on sober and modest approaches, yet also combinegithis meed to

ensure the many people who attend are well fed. Large social gatherings reflect the Tswana
value system in which consumpti@acts to reinforce social structure, gender identities and
family and tribal belongingand yet, over timealso actgo bringaboutchange
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Glossary

Badimo
Bakgatla
Basarwa
Batswana

Bogadi

Bogosi
Bogwera
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Botho
Chibuku
Dikgaba
Kgatla
Kgosi
Kgotla
Kraal

Lapa

Lobola
Malapa
Masimo

Mateitshe

Mephato
Merafe

Meraka

ancestors

One of the main Tswana tribgsften shortened tdKgatla
Khoisarspeaking peoples of Botswarthe San

People of Botswana

bride price or bride wealtlg O2 64 2 NJ Y2y Seé 2FFSNBR (2
marriage of their daughter

a kingdom, chieftainship

traditional initiation school for boys

traditional initiation school for igls

I NBO23yAaSR OKIFNFY¥OGSNI NI AG YSIYyAyY:
commercially produced, traditional beer brewed from sorghum

malevolent thoughts, usually caused by envy, inflicting injury on someone
shortened version of Bakgattgsee above

Tswana chieflfikgost plural)

meeting place in wards, villages and towns; tribal court

central animal corral

shortened fromlelapameaning courtyard containing one or more residential
buildings (also known dslwapaandlolwapa); plural ismalapa

South African word for brideice
plural oflapac see above
lands, primarily for growing crops

GNF RAGAZ2Y It ca2if@ny dGern@n @it ddhincluding a
small shawlike blanké and a head scarf in matching print

age sets at initiation (singularmophato
tribes, ethnic groups (singulgrmorafe)

cattleposts(singularg moraka)
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Mma
Mokgatla
Moraka
Motswana
Patlo

Pula

Samp
Sangoma
Seswaa

Shebeen

Tswana

WY20KSNDR 2N aNa

a member of theBakgatlatribe
cattlepost(plural¢ merakg

a national of Botswana, singular Batswana
betrothal negotiations between two families

NFAYT GKS yFrGA2y It ONEB YSIyAy3a WwWiSi
currency- at the time of this research, tepulawas roughly the equivalent of
£1.00 sterling

an Afrikaans word meaning coarsely stamped maize
spiritual diviner and healer
boiled meat that has been salted and pounded until it has a shredded texture

Y SAIKO 2 dzNK 2 2 Rapa whdde tayitioRabbyges ibliRewed and
served

a linguistically and genealogically defined gubup of the Sotho peoplesf
southern Africaroughly, onethird of Tswandive in Botswana, two thirds in
South Africa
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Chapter 1- Introduction

Wi fK2dzaK . 2Gag¢lyl KFa YIFyrFr3aSR G2 &adzi
democracies on theantinent, it has always lived in the shadows of its

more newsworthy, noisy neighbours.... Happily so

And yet, beneath its surfaces, hiding in the light of everyday life, lies a

world of enduring fascination, a world of quiet cultural depth.... in which

indomitable people fashion coherent, meaningful lives, shoring up their

YSIFANBE YIOGSNRAFE NB&az2dz2NOSa o0& aSS{Ay3 d
2002:1)

This research project is about the nature of familial and societal relations, and how they, and
individual and collective identities, are reconstituted through material goods. It is also about
the extent to which social relations in south eastern Botswana have changed since early in
the twentieth century. This work evolved, initially from a curiosity alsdw economic

growth and consumption might bring about change, in particular, to gender relations, to
more explicitly utilising consumption as a tool to gain insight into how people in this part of
Botswana live their lives and express themselves throughr ffossessions (Miller 2008).

¢KS NBaSINOK NBFfSOGa 2y GKS gl @& Ay oKAOK
identities and social relations, and converse to this, how social relations have driven the
relationship withmaterial goods and consystion. Development studies as a discipline is
O2y OSNYy SR oA 0K -bihgasdh ebof fovedywhighEan beQuhderstood as
material deprivation(see Douglas 1982:18j inability to access functional servic&8ewing
consumption from a saal and cultural aspecs demonstrated in this thes@anprovide

new insights intdhow to approachthe intersection of economic and social relations as
societies develop and change.

Botswana, a success story in terms of sustained economic growth asld gtavernance,

fairly unique in Africa, is an interesting place in which to explore the effects of rapid social
and economic progressioit.is not possible to fully study or comprehend social relations
without recourse to the histories thdtave createdhe nation state where they are located,
and without recognition of the localised context. To help with such understanding, the
research has followed, to the exact place, the work of Isaac ScHap&a2 G NB (1S Wal
[ AFS Ay GKS | T Nybaskdbn fielhdodk B RMocbusi dBotswana,nndie ©1920s
and1930s. Schpera mentions consumption brieflgpmmeningon how increases in variety
and choice of commodities became available as a result of the presence of European
Christian missionaries, and also exposure to South African markets via labour migration to
the mines (ibid)He indicates that thisreated a n& basis of wealth and differentiation in
social status. ® many aspects, direct comparison of life in the early twentieth century to
today is possible, with a particular focus on kin and marital relations.

1{ OKF LISNY = WiKS R28S8y 2F ¢aslyl SGiKy23NILKeEQ 6Ddz 6|
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Mochudi, located thirtyfive kilometres from Gabone, the capital of Botswana, is the size
2F | avlrtt G2y o6 (K2 dzaKsdeap oPBBtFRAAA I £ RS2
Appendix 1- and the specific location of fieldwork is in the centrally located Rampedi ¥ard
Mochudi, a dormitory to Gabane, is generally busy and bustling with people and vehicles,
and reflects other urban or petirban places in Botswana in having a developing bourgeoisie
which increasingly utilises Enghstedium education, saves up for foreign travel, and
incorporates nodernist material lifestyles. The part of the high street which borders the
2NRIAYFE AAGS 2F wl YLSRA 2FNR O06KAOK KI &
FYy1Z I FdzNYyAGAZNBE &a02NBI o6FNE | yR &L}NI
I o @ | -8xéoss the road, and the post office and library are further along.

Yy .

QX

e :
Figure 1: View of Mochudi from Phutatikobo Hill Photograph by Researcher

On entering Rampedi, the road changes from tarmac to semtoccasional potholes.
lY2y3ai GKS K2ySadSrkrRasz 2yS OFly a2vYSiaavysSa
8 NRX &dzOK & OF NI YIFAYGSyYy Il yO$E latter usu&lig [esR NB y ¢
visible from theroad - and there is a localriving school in a patch of land not far frothe

disused cemeteryg A 0 K 0 KS Widz2NYyAy3 OANDESaQ FyR WL

2 Just two large settlements in Botswana have town or city status while the rest are referred to as villages,
Mochudi being one, located in the Kgatleng District.

3 A ward is a colle@n of households occupying their own wagfined portion of a village under the authority
of a hereditary headman (Schapera 1940, 1971: 25).



tyres(see map in Methods ChaptePage 2L One enterprising young Rampedi man has set
dzLJ I o6 NB SN & tkeludimadé roadiia wibdtéh stiudturReSoverdd with shade
netting, divided into two areas, for hagutting and a wiing area with wooden benches.
Walking towards the Notwane RivEryou will come across three churches fairly close to
each otherg the TwelveApostolic Church of Africa, The Old Apostolic Church and the
Seventh Day Adventist Church. On most days there is activity at one or other of the
churches, and women, in particular, are noticeable in their churdfouns (see photograph
on page 14). There is plenty of space around the houses and yards, and no sense of
crowding or people living on top of each oth&ealthier houses arpositioned next to very
Y2RS&40G 062RSaz fiK2dzZaK GKS 3ISYySNrf aidl yRI
all have the possibility of water and electricity. At the far end of the ward, government
houses have been built to accommodate council employees and their families or other
public sector workers. These residences tend to be fairly small and positioned closer
together.

The writing that follows in the subsequent chapters builds up a picture of the values and
beliefs underlying the way people live their lives in this part of Botswaha.problematic

which is pondered oveland which has been at the core of thésearchjs around he

changes in society which occur as wealth increases and how this is highlighted through a
consumption lensThe question asked is what impact can increased wealth on consumption
choices tell us about the nature of social relatiorithim a periurban community in

Botswana¢ KS WA Y ONBI aSR ¢ S| ihielation td_ferdbhal drBumptiis S ]
approachedn the researchihrough identifying the wealthier households Rampedi and

this is explained in the Methods Chapterakidition, these same households provicest

of the evidence of social consumptiavhich is observablen key life course events, and in
which, it can be arguedccupy a particularly significant and essential part of Mochudi
society.The importance of sth events only became apparent as the tiggent in Mochudi
progressedthrough talking tocacquantances and observing daily happeningad

informantsin Rampedhighlighted life course eventsuch as funerals and weddings,
interviews and discussiond.social and culturahpproach to consumptiors less commonly
applied than areconomic oneandyet provides a richness of detail of everyday life and
potentially greater understanding of the main drivers of societal behaviTrough this

work, the aimisnot onlyto researchsocialand genderrelationsthrough the medium of
consumption but also, in the process, provide valuable insights into social change

¢KS SEGSYG 27F LIS2LX SQa | il dkhybthede ate2 Y I G S1
appropriated to express personal and social identitAesd, as stated abovehé use of
consumption as a means to develop and sustain social relasaespecially important in

Tswana society and evidencetthe various communal evestaking place. The conceptual

4 During dry periods, the Notwane River dries up altogether, and contrary to this, during heavy rains, it fills the
wide flood plain bordering Rampedi Ward.



basis for the research is taken from the extensive writings and theorising of Daniel Miller
(1987; 1988; 1994; 1995a; 1998a; 1998b) (see Chapter Two) and, as mentioned earlier,
historical perspectives, in the main, are gatbéifrom the worls of Isaac Schapera (1940,
1971; 1938, 1994). References to Schapera are made throughout the thesis at points
appropriate to the topic under discussi- for example, with regard to thanalyses of the
historical and social processesichhave prdoundly influenced society, such e

incidence and nature of marriage in Botswgsae ChapteEiy. Thesere necessary

adjuncts to a fuller understanding of the societal and gendered characteristics of life today.

Chaypter Three covers the mabds of data gathering employeA basic survey is conducted

with householdsn Rampedi wardand, having become familiar with the area and people

who live there particular attention is paid to the apparent wealthier households in order to
explore the rage and extent of personal consumption choices. This approach provides
insights to the likely future direction and development of consumption as the country and its
people become richer. Writing on consumptiand the construction of relationships people
have with things and each other is often formed around a specific commodity; however, this
research project progresses from a different point with informants taking their own
photographs of their personal consumption choices as a means of contributingdo dat
gathered at a household level. This addresses the argument put forward by Daniel Miller
(1998a) that so much of research is focused on a single object chosen by the researcher and
R2Sa y20 YSSG GKS ONARGSNRLF 2F WYFGOGSNARAYy3IQ

Chapters Bur to Eight which form Section Onéjghlight the way in which consumption is
used in community events and celebrations as a means of creating and nurturing social
relations.This is referred to asocial consumption ahe consumption of events within
Tswana society, as opposed to persooaindividualconsumption This divide between the
two aspects of consumption is utilised as an organisgefnique within the thesis and often
contrasts more historical perspectives and comparative reseg@ehtionOne) with a

greater emphasis on research findirfgsm individuda édnsumptionchoices(Section Two:
Chapters Nine to Thirte@nAn analysis of societal phenomenagluding historical
backgroundis undertaken, and th®pics withinChapters Four to Eighfollow the flow of

life, from bith through tofunerals.Schapera (1940, 1971) follows a similar organising plan in
his book andstates his purpose at the beginning:

P Xwpile describing in considerable detail the life of the modern Kgatla

family, | hae tried wherever possible to record the ancient usages also,

to indicate how far they survive or have been dispthand to ascertain

GKS NBlFaz2ya F2N) GKS OKlFy3aSa (GKIFaG KI @S

Motherhood has taken over from marriage agtbocidsignifier of adulthoodVan Allen
2007).Chapter Four explores this phenomenon and dfebemergence oagerelated

4



eventsin society such as birthday$/arriage in Botswana, as in most sBaharan African
countries, is declining in frequency aadcurring generally at a later stage in [[f[égarwood
Lejeune2001) Of significance is the fact that over 46 percent of households here are
headed by women, often widows or divorcees, yet an increasing ptigpoof never

married (Kiamba an®tugha 2003: AT h Q[ | dzZ3 Kt Iy mMddy YoO @ ¢ KS N2
women to have children and the combination has resulted in many homesteads being
femaleled, comprising three or more generations. Such events as baby showers have
become common as places where comgaiion is used as a means to instil personhood on
the unborn child and the motheto-be in turn is bestowed with the identity and status of
WY 2 (i Reyldbk2000JohnsorHanks 200§ In addition, most importantly, baby showers
provide the opportunity to reet, socialise and develop community relations.

Material goods in the form of gifts have become a significant part oftship relationships.
Chapter Fivexplores the basis of this development, delving into historical accounts, and
assessing the impaon contemporary relations. Courtship leading to marriage can last a

long time: the traditional process of bringing the two families together is still followed, and

the benefits of givingpogadP, involving close kin, particularly the maternal uncle, and in
building a supportive family network, are still all believed to be importahts process
towardsmarriage involving many opportunities foonsumptive gatherings explored in

Chapter SixThe culminatiorof the marriage process & ( KS W4 KskelChapters SRR A
Seven) This surpasses other celebrations in terms of its organisation, stage management,
visual displays, inclusivity, and incorporation of kinship, modernity and tradition. It is
NEFSNNBR (2 a | WazoO0Aalf O0201u0lFIAfQ oO0xly 517

Funeralswhichare analysed in Chapter Eight aithé material culture of graves and
tombstones,are a significant aspect of social life in Botswana. At the height of the AIDS

crisis, twelve years or more ago, funerals were so frequent that no one dared to plan any
other event for a Saturday, and, contrary to tradition, funerals even starteitggidace

during the week (Dowand 8 A SE Hnamnod { dzOK F2NOSR KIF&d$s
diluted some of the fasheld customary practices, yet also may have helpegient a set

pattern of procedure, and a mandatory sense of obligation to attend. Above all, there is, on
behalf of the deceased close kin, an imperative to provide a large meal for all relatives,
friends and neighbours present at the funeral, the baslhich is a slaughtered cow or
3200 ¢KAA GASA AY GAGK (KS WdzaSTdzZ Q LINT Of

Chapters Nine to Thirteem Section Twaontaindata gatheredn personal consumptiarA
number of household members participated in taking photographsoskessions which

they deemedmost important to them. Often these reveal an emphasis placed on traditional
items: large black, threkegged cooking pots, for example, which are used outdoors to cook

5> The latest census figures available for ferdad@aded households date back to 2001
6 Brideprice omride-wealth



vast quantities of meat, maize and sorghum. This indgata only a wish to carry on family
and social tradition, but an adherence to the centrality of communal consumptive events in
the social life of Rampedi. Large quantities of food are prepared in particular for weddings
and funerals whiclare the ultimateexamples of consumptive events in Botswana.

¢CKS LIK203023INFXLKaE GF1Sy o6& NBalLRyRSydGa | faz
trend, most obviously seen in Rampedi through housing styles and contents, and also
clothing. Homes are often subject to jparenovations, with roofs being replaced,

extensions being added, and separate dwellings being built to provide income through
renting out. These building works are generally facilitating a move to medleans living,

yet this is evolving happily alodagh RS a2 OASGeQa I RKSNByOS G2 ;
SEGSyid (2 6KAOK 2yS FSSta Wi K2YSQ 02YSa
belonging or ownership is compromised. There are examples where this has a tangible and
material element toti With regard to contents, a television is found in most homes, wigh th
stand on which it sitdeemedalmostas important.The fashion is for a designaté¥/

cabinetwhich canaccommodateassociatecequipment such as a DVD player and dstv
decoderon anoter shelf as welprovide room fora fewpersonal possessions, in particular,
framed photographsSuch cabinetacquire a statuss if they are thdirst items in the

pecking order of valulR NA @Sy o6& R2Y SVRiss20(®:21).,@hsizlich asi A 2 y Q
automatic washing machines are found in some homes, yet the general acceptability and use
of these is still being negotiated. The challenge is complex agertiron the identities of

women, in particular married womemnd the expression of love amaring given to their
husbands and theifiamilies through the intimate act of washing clothes. Importance is

placed on dressing well, and interest, most especially from young women, is shown in
shopping for clothes and shoes, as well as perfume, jewellery akeé-op. Material goods

I NS Fo62dzi ARSyGAGe GKNRdIzZAK 2dzigl NR | LIS NI
AYRAGARdzZ f Q& R BleéntityNBBough 2heirlidl Usiyhichereflécts ®eir e in

the household and their caring and love fohets.

The nature of gender relations within households is often revealed through the way the
finances and incomes of theisband and wife are managéBahl 2008)It was deemed a
necessanaspect of @tacollection to find out from both partners how théyandled
personaland householdinances and also whatvere their approaches to purchasing goods
Thefindingsreveala widespread and dedicated approach to planning expenditure, with an
emphasis on coperation and consultation between partnei®Gne could sashis is an
embedded Btswana characteristic that A NN NB G KS Yy I @eénéafapproacE 2 @S
to handling finances, evident over severakddes; one of reserveandpragmatic planning
(see Durham 1999Within the household, ccasionalrritation is expressed by either a
Kdza ol YR 2NJ g A TS teriehbyNdoverspSntl, it adithevhol8hs Bitiude

to personal consumptiorsicautious and modesMen, over a certain age, are drawn to the
purchase of livesttckabove everythinglse,which symbolises the aspiratiaf their



YI20dzZ AyAGe +Fa WLINPODOARSNBQ YR WoNBIFRGAYYS
gatheringsYounger mengoncernedwith personal appearance, hygiene and keepingikie

to socialise and much tienis spenin the various drinking establishents, consuming beer

YR W6 SAy3 YSyIQsaonpriz@tii with increasé opgortunities for

women tocompete on a level footing with men, most particularly in the workplace, gender
identities andideologies ar@pen tocontestation and changdoints of tension can be seen

in cases where a woman earns more than her husband, and where she chooses to utilise an
automatic washing machine.

The final chapter (Chapter Fourtegoresents the conclusiorieom the research and

reflections on suchln response totie question as to the nature of social relations

Rampedi as seen throbghe lens of consumptigrandfacilitated by greater wealththe

analysis undertaken otie various aspects of sociefound in this part of Africa Bssessed

andthe discussion extendei tease outthe significance afhe findings.tlis hoped that the
remarkable andhffablenature of Tswana society msadeapparent in these writingsand

GFr 1Ay 3 [/ 2 Y:h)MNRds Fucked dreveamg. 2 0 a gl yI Qa Wg2NI R 2
FLaAaOAYFGA2YQ YR WljdzA SG Odzf GdzNF £ RSLINKQ A



Chapter 2¢ Concepts and Contexts

The society that people live in is constituted through the domains of mater@étyeryday
objects become partofthemakdzlL) 2 F (G KS ARSy (A& 2F AYyRAODA
attachment to material possession is connected to their value systemsfdaind emotions,
and to their personal and social identities (Tilley et al 2006). Studies of consumption, as an
aspect of material culture, have proved valuable as a means of enriching anthropological
research. The impact of consumption on a society i®ua depending on the particular
location, as articulated by Mille¥¥he.... advantage of consumption is that it is a relatively
autonomous and plural process of cultural sgdhstruction. There is no single or proper

way to consume. The imperativesansumption may be as varied as the culturaiteats

from which consumers acfl995a41). An observation of consumption can reveal much
about the social fabric of a society and what is considered important in life by its citizens.

Without going into he history of material culture theories, | draw mainly upon therk of

Daniel Miller (1987; 1988; 1994; 1995a; 1998a; 1998b; 2001a; 2008; 2013, who is

critical of purely structural and semiotic approaches to material culture since he feels they

do not fully recognise the significance of particular artefgd@98a:10) He expresses the

view that such theorising starts with a category, for example, gender, and seeks to reiterate
AGZ YR KS 1 0Sta GKAa WI 1ilyis Reredofe nét filp - £ 1
about objects signifying or representing us principally as signs or syndzotgppell

1995:115117; Carrierandd S8 Yl Yy MdPpT Yopy O T aAfft SNRa O2yl
FTAdZNIKSNE YR A& AY KAa 26y 62NRasx WY2NB 2
GKS O2yOSLIi 2F W202SOGATFAOFGA2YQ Oald f SNJI
recoqrises that consumer goods are actively used in social and individuateation and

are the means through which we build our understanding of ourselves and others (Miller
1987, 1998a, 2010). People appropriate goods and transform them into createfacist

GKFG NBGSIt YdzOK | 02dzi GKSANI 26y ARSYGAGER«c
embodied in consumer goods or consumptive displays. Consumption is a process of

20 2S00 A Thy Whicli ge@l arélehabloddito construct themselasssocial beings in

the same process by whiKk G KSe& 02y aid NHzOG GKSANI 62NI RQ ¢
pains to point out was that material things can exist almost unnoticed and yet exert

enormous power to influence behaviour (2009:4). Materiadityually creates individuals in

GKS FANRG LI OS o6aAiAfftSNIuamnuE F2NI Ayaildl yc
GKAOK I K2YS FyR A& AYyKIe 20018 Sed also Niapyfar T 2 NI
Nine).

¢KS FTANRG ARSIFa 2F 202SOGATFTAOFIGA2Y OFy 6S (GN¥ OSR
1977)(Tilley 2006:60)



In combating the view that someykiR 2 F WKSR2yAaiA O RSAANBQ o
consumption, Miller points to his own research findings in which he found contradictions in
the discourséof shopping and the actuality of the activity (1998b). What is commonly

thought of as a matealistic basis to shopping is found to be an operation of thrift and

concern for value (Miller 1998b:49). Acts of expenditure are hence turned into acts of saving
(ibid). This concern to save money is contextualised amongst a range of values representing
WLINR LISND 0SKI GA2dz2NE &4dzOK | a3 Y2RSades az2ol
are based on more than just a sense of saving, reflecting attributes of individual and
household identity. Miller acknowledges that there are alternative apphes to the one of

thrift and points more generally to the objectification of different values in the act of

shopping (1998b:65).

The anthropology of consumption developed by Miller talieds theoretical base the

practice theory propounded by Gidderi9g6f® | Ay 3 DARRSyaQ G(KS2N
Miller is able to explore potential relationships between cudtitand material worlds (Hicks
andBeaudry 2010:50). Here it is understood that consumption happens and evolves within a
Y2RSt 27 (XOENWRWaAzNB G eO2¥WLINAAAY I (KS Ydnidz €
agency and social structuralso highly influential, Pierre Bourdi€li984)contributed to the

move fromthe traditional Marxist emphasis on processes of production and exchange to a
sOOAL f addzRe 2F O2yadzYLliaAzy o ¢ (Rit)Bhdr® K light A &
on the way in which class and consumption become naturalised. And this is equally
applicable to other social distinctions, such as gendérough analysing consumne

practices carefully, all manner of social details can be potentially uncovigliéelr
GHnncYoncVv NBFSNAR (2 GKS WLIRGSNI 2F O2yadzyl
[that] was hidden by an ideology which viewed consumption as merely aegsipn of

A Y RA @A R bebthier wiotdsy ie&pte Qo not consume certain things without reason, and

the importance of consumption choicesin that they reveal the essential characterists

a society, the values and beliefs held by that societytarchature ofsocial relations.

Alfred Gell (1988) illustrates a striking picture of the Muria Gonds of central India in the way
in which their desire for goods is culturally controlled. Here, a rapid increase in the wealth of
some individuals has led ttncomfortable dilemmas in consumption where economic
egalitarianism and social cohesion are valued above all else as symbols of their ethnic

8 Miller explainsthe term Wiscours€} a T 2 f..{ItPistuded heke for the manner in which language and
pradice become routinized and externatized beyond the expressions of particular individuals and become,
therefore, a common location for the standard generation of normative ideals and sentinfitilig'r

2001d:15)

% Giddens provided an explanation for sdcia & 0 NHzOG dzNB | yR LI G§GSNYyAy3IzZ | yR
'y R Wa i NJzDonirei i@eologiesifgrim and are formed by social structure, which is referred to by
Giddens as continually moving through a processticturation. The actions oindividuals are seen to make

and remake social structure, and this provides an explanation for how changes to aspects of social relations
develop over time.



ARSyGAGed 1a | NBadzZ 6 WINIRAGA2Y I Q 322R:
perpetuate their sodally regulated lifestyle, are sought, as opposed to other commodities
GKAOK Yl & 0SS FTNBSte gL AtloftSd ¢KSANI W2064¢
does not apply to alcoholic drink or food in which they notoriously indulge at public feasts

and celebrations (Gell 1988:115). Such culturally filtered attitudes to consumption are

present in every societyota more or less obvious extent. Although the society found in
a2OKdzRA Olyy23G 0SS t10StfSR WwW2o0aSagamedlgt & O:
indulge in flashy oflamboyant consumptionAs will be discussed later cat, a communal
celebration or event, much emphasis is placed on providing everyone present with a
substantial mealand this in other culturescould be considered immoderatonsumption

Thedevelopment of globahetworks and commaodity links which haxisen inexorably inite

past twenty years or sdiave introduced different perspectiven both production and
consumption. Far from being mdyelocalised processes, they have moved rapidly to

become globalising forcek.was once thought thatnass consumption and globalisation

g2dzZZ R £t SIFR G2 | K2Y23aSyAraldAzy 27F Odz (dzNB
and purely selinterested irR A @A Rdz f & ®Milled 1999KN Babidyillald YORS), yet this
denies the complex and dynamic processes which are part of how and why people
appropriate things in their lives. The way people tackle impersonal markets and

multinational brands has evgthing to do with their endeavours to create social relations

and to objectify moralities and this is by no means a blanket approactetdtable

materialism (Carrier anliller 1999; Miller1998a). This is not to denlye influence of

marketing, advertimg media, and the wider availability of goods (see Burke 1996).
Commodities are viewed as having their own journeys in which they encounter different
FGOGAGdzZRSE (2 G0KSANI dzZAS YR JIANFoiSE] owbys 3 A Y S 2
Banks (1997:159) ! LJLJ- RdzNJ A Q& I LILINE | GakKd neafinilacédord S a |
commodities is as a result of power struggles which are always open to further contestation
and transformation. Commoditieare not socially neutral objects, but take on socially
constdzOG SR Wi A @S adam they 42 hdgotiaed throughjuifferant circuits of
exchangeAs such they are seen to generate particular meanings and values in different
locationsand times:W¥..the economies of complex and highly monetized societies exhibit a
two-sided valuating system: on one side is the homogenous area of commodities, on the
other, the extremely varigated area of private valuatiofibid:88). However, Friedman

(1991), in comast,emphasises that it is not thmovement of the commaodities themselves

Al A& GKS LINY OGAOSa | LILX AR KR FBK R YRIHG K(
lives; rather,8 OA | £ f A @S a 1&1).THIS latierkidwidndagbe @ likttooAsinplistic

in that it does not take into account how people are influenced by the presencetdrial

items and structuresvhichdrive certain behaviours. Peopheay feel a lack of agency to

change thingsan example of whicls given in Chapter Né with regard to inherited

housing.
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There exists an amtonsumption sentiment as a global discourse (Miller 2006) which argues
that there is a degree of consumption beyond which it is seen as morally corrupting. There is
concern that with more goods andore choice, the world risks becoming materialistic and
ANBSRe (2 YSSG WFrHftasSQ ySSRa oal Ol & mMpdhT
the history of religious tradition (ibid) in which consumption is seen adrsdllgent and

decadent as pposed to being within a state of salenial and modesty leading to spiritual
enlightenment®. And additionally the Marxist and dominant focus on production was that it
was good and noble, as opposed to consumption which generally has the reputatiomgf be
frivolous (Mackay 1997:2). The consumer is seen as the antithesis of the prothess.is a
gendered dimension to this, reflecting patriarchal sentiment that men worked, whereas
women managed the domestic scene and consumed {hid)igned to thisd the general
assumption that people who own more possessions must in some way be more materialistic
than those who do not have much (Miller 1998:71). This common discourse is seen as
contradictory to what actually occurs in practice and is uncoveredintME N & NX&a S|
that attitudes to consumption are various and complex; that consumption is more often
handled with integrity and used as a means of objectifying certain values.

Consumption in terms of spending is often argued to be relatechtuice, the practicality of
which is well outlined by Miller (1998b:138):

WHOdDPPGKS I NHSAG YSIFAdzNE 2F 2dzNJ O2y & dzY
for more things or for more choice. It comes from the gradual expansion

of a sense of what ordinary peopleayordinarily expect as their

standard of living combined with the growth in their incomes. Whether

it is the speed with which a medical operation should be carried out, or

the number of toilets in a family house, modern consumption has

certainly demonstreged how hard it is to overestimate our capacity to

YSSR a 2LI112aSR YSNBfe (2 slyilioQ

However, he socialisation of consumption in that what one spends money on, and how
much,is related tocontext as in the story of the Muria Gonds (Gell 1988) mentioreties.
The fact that Botswana has one of the highest gini coefficients in the world points to very
large differences in individual wealth and spending po(@80O 2016; African Development
Bank 2012%8), and yet in the perurban locality of Mochudi, sigiitant distinguishing

10 Contrary to this, Pentecostal Churches many and various throughotfabhran Africa today preh a
WILINBALISNR G& D2aLIStQ ¢gKAOK SYo NI 0196 hof&er, fidldvoilyidh 2 F 02
Botswana did not find this type of religioapproach to be widely followed.

11 Another gendered aspect is pointed out by Belk (1999) who relatesitiiedd story of the Fall in the Garden

2F 9RSY GKSNB Al A& 22YFy $gK2 &dzOO0dzvyoa G2 GSYLIIFGA
f2ad G2 I 62NIR 2F KdzyISNE f2y3IAy3IZI [ yR RSEANNBEQ 0A
12 Gini coefficient statistics date from 2003

13 Statistics for Botswana date back to 1994
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variances of wealth are not apparemouglasandisherwood (1979) highlightow cultural
differences in attitudecan exist:

WOPdPAG Aad AYOiISNBaGAy3d (42 20aSNBS G(KS
societies set on the ratio of consumption to income. Spending only a

small proportion of income may in one place and time be called thrifty,

wise and provident; in another it maye held to be miserly, mean and

wrong. Conversely, a high ratio of consumption may be approved as

generous, magnificent, and good in one culture, while in another the

selfsame behaviour may be called spendthrift, fecklesg,R 0l R®Q 0 A0 AR
1979:26)

In mary African societies, being miserly or stingy is a recognised charactegtis not

obvious in the community under scrutiny in Botswana. Firstly, there is an expectation and
obligation placed on individuals to give to other members of the familyely #re in a

position to do so, and, converse to this, if they dd have anything, they are liketp be

recipients instead. This issually on the basis of necessiisopposed to desire or want.

Durham (199980 NB FSNE (2 & dzOK oNdhshigzSvhidh invoNelaiRS A Y
2F RSLISYRSyOeé sz NI i LIagleisiasenseiniBétswang Rat iKdvigual: NI f
circumstances can change quickly and a recipilantbecome a person giving,\ace versa.

{ SO2yRf &2 WiKS ncbnphEsSey i théiNatoral uaadeistillingothoca S
see page 14 - 15for discussion obotho - and as sucha generosity towardgjivingis

encouraged so that no person will be left in nétd

Consumption, until recently, was not a topic for academic agitit was not considered

worthy of study, its potential unrecognised, asd- & RS S¥ &Rl WOzt & dzLILINS &
1999). This would have been the situation when Isaac Schapera (1940, 1971), my other main
source of reference, conducted research in tf82Qs and 1930s. This however does not

detract from the very rich and detailed descriptions he produced, which are invaluable in
placing a marker in time and enabling a comparison with society t&lzyapera had

gathered data for hislassic ethnogaphy arl account ofthe lives and relabns of men and
women, entitled,Married Life in an African Tril§@940, 1971). This book on the intimacies of
Tswana lifetbgether with his other prolific writinggy used asreference pant and basis

for exploringfluctuations in social change since then. Schageta RS & ONA 6 SR | &
SyoOe Ot 2LISRAaAG 2F ! FNAOIY Odzf GdzNB YR &2 OA¢
period of fieldwak (192934) with the Bakgatf& situated in Rampedi waff, Mochudi. It is

14 This generosity is helped by Governméummded social protection schemes such as the state old age pension
and destitute programme

15 Mochudi is the tribal capit of the Bakgatlapne of more than twenty tribes in Botswana which are
sufficiently homogenou® be classed a single group, Tswana, in relation to other peoples ofSouAffrica.

For further explanationsee Page 17
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to this very same place that this research project is drawn and provides the locus for
collection of data.

{ OK I La%thbpQdgical work was written specifically highlight the significant societal
transformations takinglace in the 1920s ant930sin the wayin whichthe Bakgatla lived

their lives taking historical baseline information and making comparisons to what he found

at that time (Heald 2003)Hisg 2 NJ A & RS a O NAnmorséhselcamminteioy 3 |
transparency inthework @ SAa ONRA LJGA2Y | YR NBLINBaASY Gl GA2Y
alg y2 @FfdzS Ay WiNRBAYy3a (2 F2NOS KAA RIFGF
OWSFSNByOSa G2 {OKFLISNI Q& ¢@M0, 197INIS38294;S v
1957). He provides invaluable insights into all aspects of social relations: the upbringing of
children; the tribulations of courtship; the changes in gender relations found within

marriage the evolution ofsocietalattitudes towards deathto name a fewSclaperawas
concerned to capture the significant changes occurring in society at the time of his residence
there and provide a rationale as to why these changes were happeHm@dicates that the
future of indigenous African society was regaraedth W Ivildoncerr{since it was seen as
disintegrating undeeconomic, religious and politickdrcesaffecting the centrality of the

family (1940, 1971:8)Huge economic changedabour migration and the formation of a

cash economy, disrupted the family andaused instability; yet, on the other hand, these

same economic developmentsovided for the emancipation of women froehighly

patriarchal systen(ibid:320). Schapera somewhat backtracks on the destructiveness of the
changes, and, in talking about theuindations needed for stable personal relationships,

states:

W2 § OFlyy2iG GKSNBEF2NBS NB3IFNR WRAaAAYGS3AN
WRSY2NIfATFOA2Yy QT GKS LINRPOSaa |G 62N
RSAONAOSR a 2y@id2T WNBO2yadNHzOGA2Y Q

He then adds:

W. dzi GKSaS 0O02yaidNHzOGAOBS FT2NOSa KIS | &
are less potent than the disintegrating tendencies. There is often a

conflict between traditional social forms and new ideas, between modes

of behaviour and legal and conventionales. Christianity and

education encourage concepts of equality between the sexes, while the

law and the economy preserve the subordination of women, with

limited exceptions, eg the right of women to inherit property, and the

openings for wagearning by fenaleX ® ferin& soléhas emerged,

16 A ward is a defined residentiatesa which comes under the authority of a headman related to the Chief
(Roberts 1979). There were 48 wards in Mochudi in 1979 (ibid)
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but there is as yet no place for her in the legal system, or in the political
fATS 2F GKS O2YYdzyAilueQ O6AOARYOHMO

The Tswana family continues $ociallymutate, modernisingwithin the system of common
law, anddeveloping new gender practiceget retainingsomeof the old traditions.The

details of these changes, as well as historical background, that impact on social rektgons,
containedin the data chapters that follown Sections One and Two

As in othersouthern African communities, people in Mochudi participate in various
consumptiveevents- weddings, funerals, housearming parties, baby showensedding
showers birthday parties, church gatheringsd so forth- and these are what b the
communitytogether. It could be said thagreater value is placeon the consumption of

ritual groupeventscompared to the consumption for personal or individual usethe
consumption of events in Mochudnost particularly seem weddings and funeralshe

feeding of plentifulnumbers of people constitutes a large part of the expenditl(see
Chapters Seven and EightMaybe the cost of these events has always been large relative to
the wealth of families and individuaisSchapera refers to wedding feasts#§ t I 6 2 NI (G S
(1940, 1971:64), and infers that the extravagance of a festivity is linked to the status and
wealth of the family (ibid) That may be the case today, yet research has indicated an
escalation of expenditure and expectation which affects aleptal wedding couples. They
may have the option to take out a loan from a bank or financial services company to cover
the cost of the wedding, and research has shown that many couples do this. But to what
extent is this hefty expenditure a caséW + S & & § waSsPicuous consumption (Miller
2001b:232)?

hyS SaaSyidAlrt AYyaINBRASYy(Gd 2F . | (batdo® y s K ORK NI
0S ONIXyafldSR Fa WINIOA2dzaySaaqQo ¢CKAA NBC
dislike of overtboa$ F dzf ySaax Wooddd. | §agl yl QuodileneNE i
'y R RA3IY A G &Thebéd ZGBYLB2R Bhis Ehgr&cteristic can be found throughout
Botswana as shown in an anthropological account from the Kalahari that reveals the

rejection of awell intentioned gift was down to a reaction designed to prevent the giver

from becoming too arrogant and boastful (Lee 1989)hatbothois an important aspect of

17The perceived need to own livestock is a way of coping with unforeseen events, such as a fittetak
associated reqiwement to feed everyone.

8 The characteristics of modesty and deprecation of the !Kung San of the Kalahari Desert are mentioned by
Giddens (1994:61) in his treatise on the Postditional society. An interesting point he makes is how these
characteristts enable the community to sustain egalitarianistf ¢ KS NA (G dzt £t AT SR RA & LJ NJ -
arrogance and therefore to the sort of stratification that might develop if the best hunters were honoured or
NEgF NRSRQ OmpdnYcHUO dy it MoShudiareydisdugsédlimora flly ia subs2ghénticRaftdrsS
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Batswana values is confirmed by the fact it is cited within the National document, Vision
2016°;

W¢KAA NBFTFSNR (2 2yS zhedoricéptolisSy Sia 27F !
person who has a wetbunded character, who is wathannered,

courteous and disciplined, and realises his or her full potential both as

an individual and as part of theommunity to which he or she belongs.

Bothodefines a process for earning respect by first giving it, and to gain
empowerment by empowering others. It encourages people to applaud
rather than resent those who succeed. It disapproves ofsutial,
disgaceful, inhuman and criminal behaviour, and encourages social
justice for all.

Bothoas a concept must stretch to its utmost limits the largeness of the
spirit of all Batswana. It must permeate every aspect of our lives, like

the air we breathe, so thato Motswana will rest easy knowing tha
FY20KSNI A& Ay 199)SRQ 0+xAaAiAz2y Hnamc X

As shall be shown in the subsequent chapters, the drive for communal events and festivities
is notso much throughthe desire for conspicugs consumption, andnyextravagance

displayeds perceived to bewithin the bounds obotho. Consumptive events take place in
Mochudi for the very reason that first and foremost they are social and an important part of
building and maintaining community relationgais reflection is backeap by the findings of
5dz2NKIFY |yR YflAGA OHnnuHOX AY LI NIAOdzZ F NJ £ 2
of belonging of sharing identity with others, and of debating the nature of social

relationships are carried ot ® P dQ  OWBARWYLIK I[ggnvadS a (1 KS WTdzy Rl
2F az20AlfAGRQ AYy K2g LIS2LX S NBfFGS G2 2yS
are a prime examplé€001:162)

Within the individual appropriation of goods, social relations are objectified (Miller 4995

and the very process of obtaining goods, that is, the act of shopping, is referred to as a

WYL GSNRALFE OG 2F t20SQ 6aiffSNI mphpyovd ¢ K)
individualised or performed for oneself, but one carried out with a jgaftér relationship in

mind (ibid). Shopping is essentially about social relations (ibid). The centrality of love and
care as the ideology behind shopping is obvious in other mundane domestic activities, such
as clothes washing and cooking. Klaits (201@i<%) relates the sentiment of love taring,

in this case focusing withinK § O2y i SEG 2F !'L5{%X |lYyR §d &az

19 Bothois cited as the fifth principle within the development plans of Botswana; the other four are democracy,
development, selfeliance and unity.
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na le leratg because of what he or shimesin order to enhance the webeing of others;
AAGAY AT o0dzZAf RAYy3I>X FSSRAYIAZ RNBaAaadAAYy3IS gl AK7

The proposition (Miller 1998:116) that the rise of the romantic ideal of love has acted as
substitution for religious devotion, alongside the risecohtemporary consumerism, is

based on the work of Campbell (1987). Miller goes further in saying that it was not just
WNRYlIYGAO t20SQ> odzi Wi20S |4 RS@Q20A2yQ ac
SELISOGSR 6AGKAY ¥ I7)athoagh,fadiebtionedearket, fieSlishisaep hy
0KS ARSI adzLJL2NISR o6& /I YLWBStt ompytTo OKI
provisioning.This thesis embraces the concept that an element ofsadfifice is present
GAUKAY detyoffi2SNRQ 2 NI dstpressighd of tafing $n@ a means to sustain

social relationshipgMiller 1998b:35)

I RA&OdzaaAz2y 2y (GKS ylFida2NBE 2F t20S 02y (NI 2
DARRSYaQ omdpdhpH o O2 ya&SIdkE®place in Ghiaptes Fior)@ouEshigNs € |
CKSNE Aa | asSyasS dKId F ySg 1AYR 2F WLINER D)
Africa which brings together material goods and romantic love, creating a particular
understanding of lovand caring (Hunte2010; Cole an@homas 2009; Durham 2001). This

is contrary to the assumption that global development in relationships is towards a more
seltconcerned expression of love where the relationship itself is the subject of discussion

and negotiation (Giddens9B2). This minimises the expression of love in any form of

material giving, whether by gifts or acts. Miller clearly argues that the utilisation of material
culture is a means to enhance rather than detract from the capacity to objectify social
relations (998b).

The evolving of love and materiality as seen in courtship relationships througjiving of
gifts (see Chapter Fiyés seen as part of a modernising woahd it is a world that has
changed significantlgver the past decadegconomically andocially(ref Schapera 1940,
1971:311-321), and continues to do sa’he concern withintisthesis iswith what
opportunities, manifested through consumptiogmergewithin a modernisinggcommunity
through rising incomes and increaseddés of wealthIn analysing the current situation,
generaldataon Botswana, including economic, statistjcaid gender representatichis
detailedin Appendix 2This provides useful backgrouadd contextualnformation. The
focus of the researchn contrast to mosof development studiess directed towardsnore
prosperous and financially bettaff householdsand higher level consumptigmsince it is
here that the role of consumption lkely to bemost clearly revealed. And choosing to
target wealthier peoplethis study is projecting forward and anticipating what likely courses

20 Botswana is historically a patriarchal society which Hoyt Alverson (1978:49) describes as follows:

WYhe Tswana are typical of southern Baspeaking peoples in having a rigidly segregated and hierarchically
stratified society in terms of sex. Traditedly women were the legal minors of either their parents or their
Kdzaol yRA® ¢CKS YIYy A& GKS KSIR 2F (KS K2@za{SK2 IRl 2]
Wylie (1990: 126).

16



of action people, currentlynipoverty, may taken the future when greatedisposable
incomeis available to themThis argues thadbroader patterrs of consumption can be
predicted however, this is donevith the caviat that any @alysis oconsumption should be
made on the understanding that it is always contingent on theipaldrs of place and time

As stated, the locus of researchM®chudi This placés both the tribal capitalof the

Bakgatla, one of the eight largest Tswana chiefdoms of Botstvand an administrative

centre for Kgatleng DistricBriefly, i 2 & KI NB a 2 OK dzRih@BegimiBgdB y (i 2
the nineteenthcentury, the Bakgatla were living in the Rustenbugratt in South Africa,

where many stilteside today(Makgala 2009)In 1871 a significanbody of the tribe trekked
across the bordeas a means of escaping being dominated by more powerful graumgls,
establisked themselves at Mochutfi It is reckoneé? that today only forty per cent of

residents in the Kgatleng District are Bakgatla, most people having moved into the area over
the past fifty years from other parts of Botswana.

Schapera describes Mochuafithe 1930sas follows:

Wa 2 OK dzR A bik & setBeim@m* thai mady2of its inhabitants do

not even know one another by sight.... In the smaller villages contacts

between the inhabitants are more intimate. They know one another

and, either directly or through gossip, what goes on in most honmas, a

they come together fairly often, not only at public meetings or at

church, but at work, at feasts and at funerals.... Most markedly still in
a2OKdzRAZ Yz2ald 2F | YlIyQa AyaSNBada | yR
GAOK (0KS YSYO0SNE afiefa 10, 297298)y 61 NRQ 06{ OK

Schaperamphasises the iportance of kinship. Many near relatividged close ly within
the same ward and we connectedd @ Wa LISOALFf NAIKGA YR LINRL
(1940, 1971:97)

ax

WeKS AYLERNIFYyOS 2F 0Oft2asS NBflFGABSa A
2T WEAY1SRQ NBflFGAZ2yaKALA FSIFddz2NRAy3I &2
almost every family of any size the parents usually pair the children
together¢ elder brother with youngebrother, brother with sister, elder

21 Tswana was one of the three major divisions of the Sotho group of Bmeaking peoples of central South

Africa. There are just as many (although related) languages as tribes, although today, English and Setswana are
widely spoken.

22 For full historicabackground to Mochudi, see Morton (2009); also, more recent history of the Bakgatla:
Makgala (2009)

23 Information gathered from local informants

2%a20KdzRAQa LR2LJzZ I GA2y Aa NBO2NRSR a yXcnn Ay GKS
106 irhabitants (1934 Census) to 1,513 (2001 Census)
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sister with younger sister. Those of the same sex are paired together

alternatively (first and third, second and fourth, and so on), those of

opposite sex go in relative order of birth (eldest brother with eldest

sister,second brother with second sister, and so®n) a 2 NS 2 GSNE | Y Iy
linked sister is also the linked paternal aunt of his children, just as he is

the linked maternal uncle of hers, while linked brothers are the linked

senior and junior paternal uncles resped @St & 2F S| OK 2 1 KSNRA
Among his immediate relatives, therefore, every man may have one of

each class to whom he is specially attached, and with whom he is said

Wi2 ¢2N] (23SHGKSNI F2NJ fAFSQQ 6{ OKI LISNI

The impression given is thabserelatives were very much an integral part and presence
GAGKAY YI NNASR OMuthiiasSBatyed whighuts acsthaim arRhése 0 @
special relationshipand obligations which go alongside them, not least, smaller family size,
marriage outsie family, and greater travel away from family locati®uch special
relationships as exist today, in particular, the role of uncle, are explored in Chdfiter and
Six

At the time of fieldwork, 2012011, there was a revival of interest in the cuéwof the

Bakgatla, mainly driven by the newly installed Chief Kgosi Kgafstolg 2 dzZ3 K i Wi K S
restoration of Setswana culture and respect fmgos{?® which waspositioned as

oppositional to a Westernised and modern lifestylgtiation schools which had been

absent for a period of twentfive years, were brought back for both boys and girls on
alternate years (see Chapter FpuCultural exhibitions and events for the public were

staged at the Phutatikobo Museum and main Modhkgotla?®. For most people

encountered through fieldwork in Mochudi, this was a sideshget there was no doubting

a generaktrong sense of pride and solidity in termspafopleknowing their birth roots and

links to their home village, whether that wadochudi or another location in Botswaffa

There is evidence that Mochudi was a comparatively prosperous contynitaim the early
1930s (Grant antrant 1995; Schape940,1971), with the Bakgatla regarded as the most
progressive tribe in th@rotectorate?®. In contrast to other tribes, the Bakgafaoduced

grain surpluses which we evident in their clay granaries, and they were the first tribe in the
country to organise an agricultural shown 1935, he BakgatleChief, Isang Pilane, became

Z¢KS aANNRNE /FfAddza . 2al t Sdhadg Savembar 2010 ol 01:220 KS CNB S
26 Kgotla the community meeting place; also acts as a community court of law (Grant and Grant 1995:127).

27 Other than Batswana, a few Zimbabweans were found to be living in Rampedi, as well as people who had
strong family links to South Africa.

28 Bechuanaland, as Botswana was once called, came under British protection and control in 1885 until it
gained Independnce in 1966.
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the first Motswand®to own a tractor There is also evidence that the Bakgatla were the first
peopletod dzA f R WY 2 R S NGhaht anfGRant 1908) ditie $ifuence for which came
from their connections to the Transvaal fromhence they migratedForme President

Masire in hisautobiography referso the character of the Bakgatla:

'When | raised the issue of HIV aAtDS and the reasons for its spread in
kgotlameetings, the reactions were very hostile to the idea that | would
talk about such personand moral issues publicly. Only the Bakgatla,
who are more candid about most things than other Batswana, seemed
to be interested in heang and talking about the matte(Masire
2006:239)

Today, Mochudi, with a population of over 44,000 (2011 censusdapp little less

progressive and shows evidence of having missing out on econevetoppment compared
withotherW@A f £  3SaQ Ay .20aélylo LYy (G4KS OSydNB
shopping mall, yet falling foul of planning regulatipitgemains unused since 2003. The
AA0Sy SELXFYlIGA2Y FT2N) a20KdzZRAQa 101 2F A
against the ruling BGPparty in favour of voting fothe opposition- the BCR and

consequently Mochudi suffers from government disinterest (Makgala 2608yever,

Mochudi isdeemedan ideallocation in which to carry out this research, in particular

because othe social mobility of its inhabitant#s progressive economic and saldrack
NEO2NRX YR GKS FFOG GKFG { OKFLISNIQa RSGI 7
transformations experienced by its people from the early twentieth century to today.

This chaptehasoutlined the conceptuabackground to the reseahncproject and the
concepts to be followedThe theories of Daniel Miller and the historical writingssafit
Schapera provide a guiding thread throughout, andfti@usis on the utilisation of
consumptionand consumptive acts as the lens through whiclinderstand the nature of
social relationgound in Mochudi, Botswana. The following chapdetails the methods
applied to gathering research data.

2 Singular of Batswana: in one sense can describe the people of Botswana; in another it applies to the family
and people in Botswana and South Africa whose language is Setswana (Grant and Grant 1995).
30BDP stands for Botswana Democratic ,aBCP is the Botswana Congress Party
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Chapter 3- Methods

3.1 Locatiorand Timing

The location of fieldwork in the ward of Rampexordering the main street through

Mochudi and forms one of the central wards with easy access to shops and amenities. A plan
of the ward indicating individuddomesteads is given in FigureThe period of fieldwork is
September 2010 to July 201ith a bllow-up visit in ApriMay 2013

In 1973, Simon RobertadO NNA SR 2dzi | adz2N@wSeé 2F wl YLISR
view to seeing how the structure of the ward had changed over a period of nearly forty

years. He found little different in thahtee core families (central descent groups) still lived

in the main part of the ward (Schapera aRbberts 1975). He reported that the pattern of
NEAARSYOS Ay GKAOK | g2YFy Y20Sa G2 | YI y
and that temporary mogment out of the ward for reasons of employment for both sexes

was limted (ibid). At the time of my owfieldwork, the same three families and their
descendants occupy residences in their original location in the ward. However, the number
of malapa®tin the ward has grown since then and residential plots of land have been
allocated by the Land Board up to the boundaries of the ward (the flood plain of the River
b2GélyS YR I FSSRSNJ a0iNBIFYODP ¢KAA | MBI L
to the eastern side of Rampedi, is where a number of government houses have been built,
together with a health clinic and small business units. Rampedi is not a particularly affluent
ward, and moderately welbff families are seen to live side by sideéhmiery poor people.

Onfirst arriving in Mochudia visit to the Tribal Administration was made and a meeting
secured withthe deputy Kgosi, Sekai Linchwe, in which the purpose of the research was
explained and permission souglat Research Perntiiad afeady been obtainedrom the
Government of Botswarn)alt was important to do this to gain the cooperation not only of

the Tribal Administration, but also of the local tribesman, the Ward Headman, to whom the
deputy Kgosi enabled an introduction, and whasequently provided assistance and
embraced the project.

My residence for the period of fieldwork was outside of Mochudi, halfwaéocapital,
Gaborone yetMochudiwas visited nearlgvery dayand, evenif not specifically meeng

with anyone, avalkaround Rampedivas usually undertaken, acknowledging familiar faces
and seeing what was happening.

31 Malapa, plural ofLapaor lelapa homestead comprising one or more houses linked by or within a courtyard
(see Grant and Grant 1995:14)
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{ OLD RAMPEDI
{ KGOTLA
KEY
I - Mochudi plots
[]-Pasture land
§ - Nothing built due to
potential flooding
B - Business plot
¢ - No one at home
A - Refused to interview
X - Unoccupied house

NOTWANE RIVER
AND FLOOD PLAIN

Figure 2 Map of Rampedi Ward indicating households involved in initial survey (numbers in
black and yellow) and second stage interviewing (hnumbeygliow).Source: Kgatleng Land
Board

3.2 Data Collection

The methodological approach adoptedjigalitative and interpretive, utilising ethnographic
0§SOKYAIldzSa O2YY2yf e I LILX A S BeekeyplahayoiistoNR LJ2 f 2
phenomena througttheir local contex® ¢ aAf f SNI mdpdpn Yo 0 X &dzOK |
listening and interpretationlt was deemed essential to secure the services of an appropriate
research assistant who could pave the way to enable successful data gathering to take
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placed ae& W2dziAARSNR adlddza o+ a O2dzyGSNDI €y
(Merriamet al2001; Kondo 1986All educated people and elites in Botswana speak fluent
English, yet many households in Rampedi spoke only limited English and afsentoltalk

in the local language, Setswana. Consequently, there was a high dependency on my researck
assistant to act as translator. Attempts were made to learn some basic phrases in Setswana
to help with my acceptance into the community, and, in follogvthe practice of Miller

(1994:4), efforts were made to becorhe W{ BRAGR KDY ST Ky 23INIF LIKSNE 3
be known, by local people.

The first stage of fieldwork (Septembebecember 2010) started with a funnelled approach

to data collection Attempts were made to contact every household to establish a basic
understanding of who lived in the area and their circumstances, with a view then to
determine which households and informants were likely to be the main data proviteis.
activity was noas straightforward as initially thoughtpeople in Botswana usually have not
only a home in the village, but alive some of the timeat their masimoor cattlepos?

some distance from their main horffelnitial A St Rg2 NJ] O2 Ay Os8suBiRer g A U f
andrainy seasorwhich meant that a number of people were absent from their Mochudi
home, spending time at thenasima A surveywas achievedf approximately 65 per cent of

the households in Rampedi Ward (as many as could be gained entry tb, eame to 80 in
total), the basis of which wasgeneral questionnairgvhich was also translated into
SetswanaThe questionnaire covered the following areas: biographical and ethnic data of
household member§permanent and temporary)marital statusduration of marriage,

brideprice giveneducation levedreached, religious affiliation, occupational details, length

of time in property and whether owned or not, income levels and social benefits,
expenditure, consumption and possessions, and leisure time activititeaugh not

intended to be left with any residents, the questionnaire had an accompanying letter from
G§KS wl YLSRA | SFERYlLY SELINB&aAAY3T &dzieatodi F21
and giving brief details of the purpose and remit of the research. Agreement to participate in
the project was documented throiga consent form (see Appendik &gain translated into
Setswana.

32 My research assistant proved ideal for the following reasons: she was a mature woman (essential to gain
respect in a society where age matters); had grown up in Mochudi and ethnically was half Mokgatla (as a local,
indigenous person, could more readily pathise with interviewees); was educated and experienced as a

training consultant (thus easily understood research objectives; had the necessary interpersonal skills to
communicate with informants; could transcribe and had access to computing equipmedtjicav lived in a

nearby village (not too close to be of concern to informants over confidential mat#eist)ident at the

University of Botswana was also employed to transcribe a number of recorded interviews of key informants.

33 Amasimois the allocatd lands for growing crops, and the cattlepost is often used by many members of a
family for keeping cattle, the focal point of which is the borehole or water supply. Usualiyakznoand

cattlepost are in different locations.

341n addition, some peoplbave a residence in the city although Mochudi is generally regarded close enough to
be a commuter town.
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The second stage involved a morediepth process wh selected households. Twenfive
households were chosen on the following criteria: evidence of higher household income,
either through conpicuous wealth in house, gardepossessions, or stated income; location

of homestead; potential willingness afdividuals to participate; and ssible mix of
demographics: old and young, married asidgle, and so forth. Following the initial survey,

the three distinct residential areas within Rampedi became obvious: the core of the original
ward and surroundingnalapad Wht RQ wl YLISRAOT 2dzif @Ay 3 LX 2
LX FAY YR Fft2y3 (G261 NRa GKS YIAY NRIFIR 2y |
government housing in a block to the east (Government Housing); and so it was important to
ensure represetation in the three locations. The households chosen are shawthe plan

of Rampedi (Figure)as the yellow numbers (the black numbers are households that
participated only in the initial survey).

Figure 3TheKgotlal & OSy (i NB T Wht RQ wlIPnbiglapREY Researcher
The chosen twentfive households were visited a number of times (Janagaviay 2011)n
order to elicit more irdepth information in particular,on aspects otonsumption choice
The basis of interviews was a questionnaire adapted for use with couples (married or
cohabiting) and with singl(including widowed andivorced residents Areas covered in the
guestionnairswere: employment status, financial managemtén terms of who controls
the money and who spends it (P&f08) savingpverspending, consumption choices and
constraints, household roles and task allocatiBiach member of these households was
interviewed in turn.
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A key part of data collection #his stage, in addition to the above interviews, was the
entrustment of an easyo-use digital camera for the taking of pictures by household
participants.After a thorough briefing, residents were encouraged, over a period of a few
days, to takephotogrgphs of possessions which they deemed important to them and
significant in their lives. This approach idike Collier's ‘cultural inventgt, in which it is the
researcher who takeghotographs as a listingr recordof materialgoods (Collier an@ollier
1967,1986%® . 20K YSGK2R&a RSt AOGSNI RSOFAfA 2F LIS
approach adopted in this project has the potential to be more meaningéd pointed out

by Pink (2005), whoever takes the photograph, it is their reality. This rdedlsm has the
advantage of providing individuals with greater ownership and control over what, when and
how pictures are captured.reservation of anonymity is very difficult when film is usecas
research method (Pink 2007) and so giving informants arapportunity to amend or

withdraw any visual representation is important. The end result is that much more of a
collaborative approach (ibid) is achieved which helps the process of knowledge transfer.
Briefing notes orthe purpose of research activity artbw to use the camera were left with

the household member responséfor the camera (see Appendixdnd all household
participants were required tgign a consent form (Appendi}.5

When the camera (of which there were two in circulation) was colRde G KS LI NI A C
photographs were downloaded to a laptop. These then formed a visual focus to a discussion,
seeking to find out why a particular item was photographed and the significance of it to the
individual. In this way, meanings, significancesialarelations, identity and motivations were
teased out within an interview, which wagnerallyone-to-one, freeform and indepth.

This proved a creative and productive means of participants sharing how they chose to
express themselves and how théiresare objectified in the things they photographed.

My positionality & a middleaged, white womartlid not pose any perceivedifficulties-
most people encountered were frigiy and cooperativeand only a couple of houselus
refused to talkat all My maturitywas deemed a positive since there is a tradition in
Botswana to respect older peogfe and being married with children was definitely viewed
favourably.Only on two occasios was progress in collecting data hampered: the fiast,
husband interened during annterview with his wife ad asked that she stofalking to us.
This appearsa have been around sensitivity questionsbeing askedbout personal
finances the household in question being less well off than its neighhdtrs second
occason waswith another householdt the second stagef data collectiorwherethe
husband refused to give a second intervjahaimingack of time His behaviour was
markedly different from the initial conversations with hilowever, it was pointed out by
my research assistanbat the man was embarrassed sinee hadalreadyfound out from

351t is recognised that new technology has played a significant role in enabling different approaches to visual
anthropology
36 Age is equated with expience and wisdom (Denbow and Thebe 2006:169)
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his wife that he earned less money than h€his attitude is discussed later on in the thesis
see Chapter Four.

Meetings were held with aumberof key informantsover the period of fieldwork, ranging
fromtheKSI R 2F 9Yly3a . lFalRAZ g2YSydemnistOGAz2Yy 3
commentator and public speaker; Unity Dow, High Court Jadgdawyer; Sandy and Elinah
Grant, writers and historianshe Director of WonS Yy Q & dnd thelResidich Officer;

editor of a Nationahewspaper a USAID executive; a financial advissgdemics at the
University of Botswanand a wedding services compatiyrough tolocally arestaurant

owner, hairdresser, leader tfie Old Aoostolic Church, Barclays Bank manager, loan
O2YLI yeé YIyl3aSNE Odudd1BoNGayadanarn livirg {n anOtker wald ing
Mochudi.A funeral and a birthday party were attended, as well @sous public events

such as a Mochud{gotlameeting, a Mochudi cultural event, arahL Yy G SNJ/ F G A 2 y I €
Day celebration organised by the Botswana Governmé&iaich of these events was valuable

in contributing to my knowledge and understanding of the different aspects of Botswana
society.

Focus groumliscussions, ranging from six to fifteen participants, were held on seven
occasions in 2011. These explored broad thersesh as, money and wealth, perceptions of
femininities and masculinities, changes in gender refegiand consmption patterns (see
Appendix 7:

17 February Boys, aged 18 30, met at Rampedigotla®’
24 February Girls, aged 18 30, met atkgotla

13 April 22YSyQa 0SFR 2SgSttSNE YI1AYy3a 3INRAzLI
14 April Men at Rampedi shebeen

14 May MA students at University of Botswana

4 June Mixed groupat Seventh Day Adventist Church (SDA) in Rampedi

4 June The Elders at SDA Church

A briefing @dcument was produced (Appendi¥ & a guide to introducing the focus group
activity, and this, plus consent form, was translated into Setswana. All but tthe dbcus
groups were conducted mainly in Setswana.

Throughout the fieldwork period, a diary was kept for timings of meetings, interviews and so
forth, but also most importantly to record observations, thoughts and reflections as and
when they occurredThus, wsing a variety oflifferent research methods ensures that the

%7 1n Rampedi, thégotlais located on a piece of open land with a large tree (see Figure 3); the headman
collected money from residents to go towards building a structure here. He wanted this as concreteceviden
of the kgotla, and by association, his position as Headman. Plastic chairs were borrowed from a nearby
household for the focus groups.
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datacollected and inferences made are triangulat&tey literature from local publications,
newspapers and magazines is gathered and digestedyalsablearchive material,
includingphotographs taken by Schapera in 1920040s and letters written at that time
much of whichs located in thé?hutatikobo Miseum in MochudiThe services of Statistics
Botswana were also of benefit in locating information on population demographics,
marriage statistics, housing and so fotth

Pseudonymsre used in the presentation of data as welimsefererce to photographs of
people incorporated into the thesi$ sharewith Isaac Schapera (1940, 197égret that
certain informants are kept in amymity since | would have liked to thank them more
publicdly for the valuable evidencand photographs giverHowever, | concord with
Schaper®@a FAYlFf RSEAOSNI A2y 2y GKA& LRAYD

W2 KAfS Al R2Sa y20 YdzOK YIFGGSN G2 GKS
Rathipa, oMakgantane was the name of the man who said or did this

or that, it may make some difference to the latter himself, if it becomes

generally known in the tribe. Past experience has shown me that this
LINBOlFdziAz2zy Aa y20 |y dzyy¥Bs0SaalNB | FFSO

%8 The National €nsus which takes place every ten yeansas carried out in the autumn of 2011

26



Section One; Consumption of Events

This sedbn consists of Chapters FouEight which are about social consumption, most
especially seen within the rituals and celebrations of life course events. In following the
temporal progress dife, we start off with birth in Chapter Four, and expldine historical
background and social meaning to having chilgiew consumption is used to confer the
aidl dza 2and Y igsé fo&INaBIntn the shiftingattitudes towardsbirthdays

Chapter Fivés about courtship and how gifts are an integral part of intimate relationships.
The historical background to this is explored through the profound social and economic
transformations that have taken place. The following chaf@hrapter Sixonsiders

marriage detailing the constraints which prevent people from getting married, and yet
revealing, once they have embarked on the path to matrimony, the adherence to a
traditional processwhich brings families and pet@ptogetherat different poirts along the

way. The successful outcome of marriage negotiations is celebrated in a white wedding
(Chapter Seven) in which consumption acts to draw everybody together. It is a visual feast of
entertainment, manifested through the bridal dresselancing ad singing, eating and

drinking The last chapter in this section (Chapter Eight) is about funerals and the materiality
of graves. People are obliged to attend funerals and often travel long distances to be
present. On the other hand, they are local affaidrawing in the community to both help

and participate The consumption surrounding the burial practicdgectifiescommunity
solidarity and respect for the deceased
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Chapter 4- The ite of babies and materiality of growing up

Wly mother changed ahole lot of traditions; my father wanted me
andmy brother to go to the cattjgost, and she said if they go there, then
the next week they are going to be in the kitchen learning to cook. She
thought that if we did not learn these things, we could sadvantaged

in later life.

DNJ YRY2 (i KSNJ 6 wdrkédka$ aNdaéher Yo 3D fe&rdlD

Womenwere not allowed to wear trousers dde bicycles. She bought a
bicycle to getto workThe/ KA ST al ARX LQY h82Ay3 G2 04l
about your behavior. When she bought her first car, she could not drive

it ¢ her older brother had to.

Her father had a lot of cows when he died, and she and her sister were
only given one cow to share between them. She started on her own from
nothing, built her owrhome masimo and cattlepost

Young male respondent in Rampedi

The above is part of a discussion with a young miha was keen to exgss the social
change he saw within his own familit.is illustrative of changingttitudes towardsgender
rolesandideolog S&4® LG KAIKEAIKGE . 3I1TFGfl 62YSyQ:
change in the upbringing of children. This chapsestboutthe social change and aspects of
consumptionassociated withmothers,the birth of children and their growing uft.explores
how motherhood has taken over from marriage as the social signifier of adultteood
women(Van Allen 2007)andhow consumption is used to objectify love and caring within
parentchild relationshipslt is not about rites of passage in the ussahse of the term
(Turner 1969, rather it is about the insights a concern with consumption brings to the
changing role of women in Tswana sociétlis chapter alsfiags uphow the modernisation
of society has broughdbout newmaterialpractices to theconcepts of age.

In Botswana society, children are celebrated; they provide meaning to#fe.2 G & 6 y I A
extremely prenatalist country, where childbearing is intrinsic to the development of
LISNE2YK22R | YR A R S.HAistaridaly®is lias dhiiayd eersn, mnu Wayv ¢

lf SNE2Y NBASIENOKAY3A Ay .20aslyl Ay (GKS wmc
whose value and prestige exceed that of the herthe Tswana conception of wealth: the
@2dzy3d AYyTFlLy(d Aa G Niufckildred K& dedply KV@RIIN o daplt gndl ic 7 ¢
Aad I GéellsS 27 t20S RSAONAROSR 08& 5dz2NKFY OHAJ
or taking care of another, especially as it touches on providing material and spiritual good....
Loveiscondeli dzl f AaSR Ay (GSNX& 2F 20ftA3LFdA2ya |y
(ibid: 595).
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It is recorded by Schapera that it is considered the duty of a husband to ensure that his wife
becomes a mother (1940, 1971:187). Children, at the time of Séhhp@a G NA G Ay 3=
terms meant additional labour to help with tasks and increasedssficiency in

production, as well as security in old age and prospects of extending familial connections,
thereby consolidating their standing in the tribe (ipi¥et more than this, Schapera

describes a rite of passage:

W2 AGK GKS OANIK 2F UGUKSANI FANBG OKAfRZ
The husband has proved his manhood and become the founder of a line

that will perpetuate his name and memory; the wifas fulfilled her

supreme destiny, and freed herself from the most humiliating reproach

GKFG OFy 68 YIRS 3FAyad I YIENNASR 62V

C2NJ I g2YFyZ KIFE@Ay3a I OKAfR gl a 2F dzivz2ai
OK A f RNEB y 19784165). RuBHed fér yocial and economic reasons, not least the
absence of men at the SduAfrican mines (see Chapter)SBotswana saw the

development of matrifocalit$? (Izzard 1985; Parkin amdiyamwaya 1989). The absence of
paternal presence in the upbringing of children contributed to the strengthening of the
mother-child bond (ibid)And today, notherhood is constructed as a compulsory and
indispensable aspect of feminine identifgy singlewomen as well as beingaucial

elementfor success in marriag&llece 2012)

According to respondents in Mochudhgre is a sepattern of help given when eouple has
their first child afer marrying: the wife goe® heNJ LJ- NB y { &ddfinda@nt &d T 2 NJ
usually stays for at least three month@rkhe second chilcher motherin-law comes to

their home to help with the new born baby. For the third baby it is up to the couple to
decide which one of the motheshould come and help with theaby, and thereafter it is

the motherin-law who haghe role ofhelping with newbabies.It is very much a female
domain.Schapera records tha&ven following the birththe father is a distant figure:

We¢KS FlLOKSNI KIFa O2YLhit@nidwigg3heid f A GGt S
early youth. In any case his personal dealings with them never involve

such intimate services as are required of the mother. His duties lie rather

Ay GKS &aLKSNBa 2F K2dzaSK2f R YIyl3SySyi
1971:219)

%9 This refers to thesituation whereby, in the absence of the father, children are increasingly brought up in
predominantly female and maternal kin environments. See Izzard 1985:266 for explanatory notes.
Botswana reportedly has the highest proportion of femhEaded househlds at 47 percent (Momsen 2002)
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The desire tdhave a child is not just innate or biological, but formed througtia

conditioning (Rothma2000). Parents, particularly young ones, to@ay not necessarily
married or cohabiting at the time of giving birth, yet this does not attract social
condemnaton and has become so common as to be almost expediad.marks an

historical change from marriage to motherhood as the social indicator of adulthood, and
often women will give birth to children of different fatheloefore entering marriage or not
YENNEBAY3I G FEftd ¢KAA KlIa 0SSy 1 o6SttSR |2
commenting on the Yoruba, in which she emphasises the strategies used by women to tap
into different kinship resourcéd In Botswana, there have been large numbefrshildren

who have grown up not knowing who their father is (Gulbrandsen 1986:11; Fako 1983:10).
The government has taken steps to address*ttdaad thus to reduce the likelihood of the
socialisation of expectations of father absenteeism and behaviobishyperpetuate this

social situationIn the absence of initiation schools in most of Botswana today, Durham
(1999208) argues that it is only marriage that confirfias menthe pasage into full

adulthood, before that, men are not seen to have fully gnewp. This, as shown later, for
various reasons has become batlifestyle choice and necesgar

Pregnancy cabe used by girls as a mearfssecuring an offer of marriage, yet pregnancy is
often sought inthe belief that a girl should produce a babydygertain age irresgctive of

her conjugal status: her identity as a woman is not determined until she has a child (Oppong
MpyoYnnTtTod® ¢KAA Aa adaidlAySR o0& Fy 2fRSNJ:
standing through the expansion of their farad; and indeed, the girl herself may gain in

a0l ddza 06SOFdzaS 2F AGO la =y 1E£€fSy FGGSal
I Rdzft 6 K22 RT FYyR GKS ARSYy(OAGe 2F ag2YSye | a
I RRNB&da F2N) I ROKKE (G gRY¥S Yy da# a Robdiip@s whoianen 1 Y M 1+
unable to begethildren for whatever reason, it is usually the woman who is blamed and

who suffers the social stigma accompanying barrenness.

In the past, it was common for a child to go for a periodmktand live with another

relative, especially a maternal aunt or uncle (Schapera 1940, 1971:220). The responsibility
for the up-bringing of a child is viewed as a shared project among the various relatives,
especially the maternal uncle, who is seen todghe right to intervene in the case of

conflict between the parents (ibid). More than a brief visit, a child could be given

permanently to a relative who is unable to give birth, or who only has children of one sex (to
provide the opposite sex) and Sctapll NBFSNAER (2 GKAa a W R2L
always work out so well for the children as gathered from evidein Rampedi: a woman in

her forties, by the name of Nemo, describes how she had been given to her aunt and was

401t is worth pointing out here that in Botswana women have been able to legally gain rights to land ownership
since 1993 (Kalabamu 2006b). This is a significant advantage for women here compared to many other African
countries, for example Zambia, where land is allocated on a customary basis (IIED 2012:14)

0SS LmHe 2y GKS AYGNRRdAzOGA2Y 2F | yS¢g tlg (2 Syad:
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never taken to school,, from the age of six, was made to look after the other children in

the family. She was never given the opportunity to become educated and is emotional and
angry about it to this day. This story reflects the view that children were regarded as a
resour@ and to some extent this attitude prevails today, particularly among the less wealthy
families. Nemo, not wealthy and unmarried, has managed to provide a house for herself
through her employment as a cleaner. She has one son who gives her money when she
needs if3. Her philosophy is that it Metter to have children becaugbey can help you

f I 0SNBHNKE ¥YRBEQRSAONALIIAZ2Y 2F §20S a4 0SAY:
WNBaLRyaAoAtAlGASaQ O02YSa G2 YAYR oHnnnYp gy

It was a critical feature of thpatrilineal way society was organised that lineage managed to
JFAY O2yGNRE 20SNI g2 YSy Qaalg D0ORt eriallled the § K NP dz3
husband to claim children as his own and so rely upon them in his ofd (&phapera 1940,
1971:223)Children today are not always so reliably productive. Once maturity is reached,
contributions to parents, grandparerffsor other relatives closely involved with their

upbringing, are not always forthcoming from the younger generation, yet this is not clear

cut, as findings in Rapedi show¢ some parents praisthe financial support given to them

by their offspring, others complain that they never samy help from their children. Usually,

adult members in a householgsisters, brothers, aunts, and so fortkvill contribute

financially what they can, but isiobserved that often the income of a whole household is
supplemented by one key financially successful and securely employed member of the

family who may or may not live permantly within the household. £op priority in terms of
consumption for a number of households interviewed as péthis research projecsithe
education of their children and investment in private schooliggglishmedium education)

The obvious ainsito give their children thedst start in lifeso that they willbe successful
FAYILYOAlLfftes YR a !'f@SNER2Y aGFGSas W9 RdL
FILYAf® A | gK2EtSQ oOmMdptryY mMooOD® IS IF2Sa T
indicated that they wanted their children educated for the sake of knowledge itself.

Education was viewed by men as purely economic, whereas women sought to provide
OKAf RNBY GAIK WaGKS tA3IKGE (G2 dadzyRSNRGI YR

YLy GKS f1F02dz2NJ YFENLSGE €101 2F SRdzOF A2y A& | RNI
secureandwellJ AR ¢2NJ] GKFyYy Iy dzySRdzOF SR 2ySQ 062A1lLYy Hn
43 Although accepting money on occasions from her son, Nemo has created an idéepéfestyle for herself
GKAOK O2y iGN RAO(GA YdzLISND&a FTAYRAYy3IaA Ay 6KAOK Wz2yf e
FOKAS@SR | 3ISydziyS AYRSLISYRSYyOSQ omMppyTYmMNTO

“eKS O2y OSLIi 2F I YIFYyQ&a NAIK(G niedns to cayKoh thdfamsly lide, bitS NB
also as resource for working the land and a means of income.

45 Botswana has a universal old age pension, first introduced in October 1996 (Devereux et al 2010) and pays
out P220 per month (circa £22)
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Within common law, an unmarried womas able to claim maintenané&for one or more

children from one or more fathers, and findings in Rampedi show that whilst some women

Oft FAYX 20KSNE R2y Qi 27FiGSy+*TheNppdsh by orts 2 F
granting maintenance payments toparent or guardian is chicentred in that the

protection and best interests of the child are foremost in decisions tdk&khereas a

62YSY K2 06SOFYS LINBIYylIyid 2dziaARS 2F YI NNJF
therefore undesirable, there isvedence today that men willingly seek marriage knowing

they take responsibility for children begot by other men. The significance of this is that
support for a child is centred on a salchot biological basis (Garey afidwnsend 19965.
Interestingly, exdence from research in a South African township found that men here

OF 1 SA2NROFfte NBFdzaASR G2 Gl 1S NBaLRyaAoAt )
linked to an overall gender struggle for income, with men resisting the seepage of their
earnngs to a partner. The contrast to Botswana may be explained by the historically high
value placed on children which still prevails in society today.

wSOSydates I FANRG Ay .20ag¢lylQa €S3lrf KAAL
man who soughtugody of his two daughters aged sirdthree, who had been left by the
mother - the court ruled in his favour, awarding him maintenance from the mdthérhis
represents social change on more than one front: a mother abandoning her children dents
the ideology of women as mothetsg traditionally seen as one of the most important

46 The law governing maintenance payments to unmarried women with children from the biological fathers

came into effect in Botswana in 1970; known as the Affiliation Proceedings Act (Garey and Townsend 1996);
since amended in 1999 (Quansah 2000). Maintenaarebe claimed from either parent who is related to the

child by blood or by adoption.

¢ KS FNBdzYSyiGa 3IA@Sy a (2 6Keé ¢62YSy R2yQiG OftlFAY O
fear of reprisal from father; seeking to marry the fatheidatherefore no wish to deter him; seen as
disadvantageous for the future, maybe a future prospective husband may not approve; most of all, it is viewed
as culturally alien (see Garey and Townsend 1996). The Botswana Government makes efforts to publish
information on how to claim child maintenance through any magistrate court, in, for example, the Water

Utilities Corporation Newsletter, Issue 1: Juhdy 2011

48 This reflects the concern of the Government over children growing up in a socially turbulent and

unsupportive society: low marriage rate, high percentage of ferhaleded households, and families struggling

post the AIDS crisis

Y AAG2NROFE e FYR OdzZf GdzNF ffex o6& YIFINNRBAY3I 63IAGAyYy3
otherwordsNRA 3 Ki{ia (G2 KSNJ LINRBONBIFGAGBS OF LI OAGe 6KAOK YSI )
Kdzaol yR YR GKSNBFT2NB LI GSNYIFf (1AYyS 0@ 6K2Yaz2SoSNI
guoting Gough 1971:111)

50 8§S8 | NIAOEf SY NEK T 2482 A"@&rch 208l QB A My 2

51 Abortion is illegal in Botswana and, through the dominant discourse of evangelical Christian churches, is
equated with murder. Gruesome findings of dead newly born babies and foetssesdport on infanticide by
Modie-Moroka 2011) have recently prompted members of the Government to speak out in favour of abortion

G2 SyFrofS WalFSNE fS3rft | yR SHé&iedsitamihiBoishNdnapdsfed ZB T 2 NJ
CSoNHzt NBE HamMHI W KdzZNOK2 §B 8 bvidvibdtSnartaclbv). Back iy'tHe 1930s2 NI A 2 v
Schapera records the incidence of abortion in Rampedi: eight out of forty four single women had had the
operation (1940, 1971:207), in an attempt to avoid the agpium associated with unmarried pregnancy.

Botswana has a comparatively low rate of contraception use: data from the Botswana Central Statistics Office
cites 42.5 per cent usage of modern contraception among all worSeaBotswana Family Health Survély |

1996: http://botswana.unfpa.org/drive/SRHPolicyGuidelinesandServiceStandard#\pdéjt to the local youth
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YSIya 2F SyKIFIyOAy3a | gahddt tfiesame dinielpiominies men bsl | |
active fathers; a change from before, see Schapera above. The traditional stereotyhe of
Yy |da LINPGARSNI Aa O2yiSaiSR gAlK GKS NBO:
contribution.

A consumptive event, thedby showeiis held in anticipation of new birth, and usually a

large exchange of goods takes place. It is through themaglation of goods and gifts that a
mother and babyto-be are socially constructed (Layne 2003). The material things do not

just signify preparation for the birth, but are a meangnstil personhood on the unborn

baby, and in turn, a motheto-be is devdoped and bestowed with the status afforded that

of a mother. However, moréain this, the baby showes a means of maintaining and

building community relations, providing the opportunity for female friends and fatoily

gather together The event is ghly gendered, reinforcing a normative mothering role, in
GKAOK GKNRdzZZK GKS [ LIINBLINAEFGS YFGSNRAEFE FAT
YdzOK | & AYRAGARdzZ fa Ay NBf.IHedkexyhotlie®-bdigkos A NI 7
the way b being transformed to take on another role, another persona, and the type of role
and persona is shaped and determined by the material goods available to her. In time, her
offspring will be part of that development of the new persona and social categfory

WY 2 (i KS NRHanke2086Y. & 2 Y

q

Figure 4 A baby shoer

clinic in Mochudi confirms modern contraceptive methods freely available to young people aged 16 and over,
although parental consent is requitaup to age 18.
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Following the birth and required confinement perf8da naming cerenony and celebration
takes place (Amanze 2005jamilies and friends are brought together for this special
occasion when the nelorn is introduced to the community and there is the inevitable

FSILado a4 NBO2NRSR o0& {OKFLISNI omMdpnas Mm@
children, caressing them frequently and lavishing upon them other demonstrations of
affection,andtd Ay 3 I 1SSy Ay S NBSkhapera grovitds SacNderiS 0 S

regarding the taboos and processes surrounding the birth of a child (see Schapera 1940,
1971220 Mo 0 X | YR RS&aONAROGS&E GKS I GKSNRYy3I 2F
2y 0S (KS OKAfR fSI@gSa WiKS KdziQd LT GKAA
avyYlrtt FSFad YlLe& 0SS 02y adapd SchapefadiSes dot hovevel (|
NEFSNI G2 0KSasS S@Syida Fa Wyl YAy J@rtaNuckO2 Y)
celebrations hae developed over time. Denbow addK S6 S Of  daAFe Wyl YA
WY NNAFISQ | yR WRSI (i KindadeBrdtory\costs @RaBH avhich2z O
indicates an escalation in the social importance placed on suelvemt. Schapera talks

about the influence of the Churghon young people in terms of regulating their behaviour,
YR K2g WAGA O2yFANXIFGA2Y OSNBY2YyASa | NB
FSIHaGaQ ompnnI MPTMYHOTU P
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Figure 5 Celebration oNursery School progression

52The confinement pospartum for a woman is like a ritual where she is to be totally focused on the baby, on
growing fat and refraining from any form of activity (Van Binsbergen 1999:187). Evidence from fieldwork
reveals that confinemenis taken seriouslythe woman either goes to stay with mother or mothierlaw, or
another relative if not possible with the former, for a period of around six weeks, or alternatively, for an older
woman, a relative will move into her home to assist heerothis period and strictly no visitors are allowed.

53 Dutch Reformed Church
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SC\AYATFAOFY(d Y2YSyida Ay OKAf RNXe@borate iagsStar | N.
example, KA f RNBSy Qa LINPINBaaArAz2y FTNRY VY dzMEsScNE &0
events, speeches, photographs, food and drink are all consumed and care is taken to display
the children in the best possible light. New clothes are the order of the day, and even though
the average age for leaving nursery school is six, mosteo€tiidren will be dressed in

expensive outfits, many modelled on adult fashipsuit and tie for the boys, fancy dresses

and footwear for the girls. This is an event in which material goods are used to illustrate and
create the child as a key elementB®étswana society, and through which social relations are
objectified. Such events indicate the importance placed on education, yet it is the
consumption of these events that emphasise the relational procebswahg a child (Clarke
2004).

Celebration of birthday is a relatively new phenomenon, and arguably for the majority of
people living in Mochudi today there is no thought of remembering theirs, but evidence
shows that for children there is a growing expectation of some kind of material observance.
Social institutions such as schools and churches have helped spread the practice of
commemorating birthdays, and today it is often the child who will remind a parent that their
birthday is approaching. There are expectations of a cake to share with familyarties to
celebrate birthdays are becoming increasingly common: children, encouraged to join a party
of a friend, wish to have such an event themselves.

Alison Clarke, in writing about Britishildhood and consumption, suggestst the most

prominent expression of stages of childhood and children in the UK is through birthdays and
OANIKRF& LI NIOASa 6vHnnyY HcecMOX YR AOG A& GF
y20 YSNBfeé& NBFESOUAOBS 2F OKAfoRMNeBofi@@a o0A2f 2°
construction of children (ibid). This is seen in the gendered and age specific consumption
surrounding birthdays and contributes to what is considered the successful upbringing of a
child. This attention to birthdays in Botswana is new andiyeatching on fast as part of the
modern world of consumption and another means, just like school progression mentioned
above, to showcase and monitor the future success of a child.

Alverson (1978) finds that age is little correlated to natal ageswmalha society, but more to

0KS | OKAS@GSYSyid 2F OSNIUIAY a20AFf LI2aAdAz)
and place within social structure all meld in the Tswana conception of age. Unless a person is
experiencing events, time does not dxigkewise with age. One cannot age except thgh
SELISNA SRS R0 DNIOK RYAzNKEFY SduHnnnYpdHO &dZAISE
LIN? 3YFGAO RAYSyaAzya (WhaRsimphed iefe is dat matdity A a
and seniority are as much athieved status as one that is reached through biological
processes (Durham 1999). If a man does not attain financial independence through his own
2Nl Z o0lFlaASR 2y SYLX28YSyid 2N OFGadGtSs KS Yl
recognised in elders cies in thekgotlaor carry out duties in marriage negotiations or other
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kinship priveleges. H2 2 dzf R NBYI Ay | Waz20Alf 2dz@SyAitsSQ
F3SQ O05dz2NKIY MPpPOYHATO D

I NB&AARSY(G 2F wl YLISRA Of I A Ya bekaise ReZisSuaayfvaal  NX
of the date, but because it is not something that he was brought up to take nofj@nd he

is surprised when other people do remember it. Birthdays in the past were not marked in

any way, nosolelyfor reasons of financial consird, but because such annivenses were

not deemed important:

Bometimes we can feel [you can see] the change, the real change
because once we make a party for thlirthday]you see the family and
everyone will be happy, and sometimes we take phojust, to
remember that dayg that was the party for one of our children, for our
daughter, our son, this and that. But during our times, even when
August comes we do not know if it is our day, we cannot even
rememberQ

Rampedi informant, May 2011

Figure 6 Birthday cake for Rampdi resident

Again, the opportunity for a social gathering is seen as important in the fabric of family and
community, and consumption, such as a birthday cake, works within those core relationships
as a means of expressitaye and caring (Miller 2012). Material wealth has developed such
occasions to the stage where they are placed in the record book, remembered, and through
which social relations are objectified. Birthday parties to celebrate recognised landmark

36



birthdays,such as 18, 21, 30th and so forth, are becoming increasingly popular: it is a
chance to invite family and friends to gather together and enjoy a communal feast. Certain
procedures will be followed which help make it a proper occasionparticular,aunts and
uncles will be expected to contribute and participate in usual fashion by giving a
personalised speech.

A walk through a Mochudi cemetery will show graves where the year of birth of the
deceased is known but not the actual date; sometimes ewenyear is unknown. The

younger the deceased, the more likely the exact birth date is stated. Legal requirements to
record birth&* placed a greater significance on dates, as did the development of state
requirements, such as voting and licensing to driarbam 2004). These in turn may have
paved the way for material changes in social attitudes to age commemoration.

It should be noted however, that historically age always held significance in Tswana society
as a means of denoting social status and oknag, in that generally a person of the same

sex, older than oneself was regarded as socially superior, one younger, inferior (Alverson
1978).This is commented upon by Durham (1999) who points out that age is seen by some
people as overriding even suchagis distinctions as that between igi and commoneY WC2 N
age, after all, can be seen as an eg@dlJLJ2 NI dzy' A (1 & KIOI207)LI A a KY Sy i
Traditionally, status through ageas manifested in the tribally based age regiments or
mephatd® formed through initation ceremonies. Even if the absolute age of an individual

was unknown, his or her relative age was based on tihejphatowhich they belonged to

for life (ibid).

54 The registration of births and deaths started in 1966, initially only compulsory in towns and major villages.
The Registration Act was amended in 1998 to make registration glzany in all parts of Botswana (Central
Statistics Office, Gaboron&mangcardsc national identity cardg were first issued in 1989 (Durham 1999)

%5 These were groups formed roughly everg A years when older adolescent boys were subjected to an

elal@ NI 6S AYyAGAlIGA2Z2Yy O%NREYPHdd diis vged 1620 HiED dndEkeat arinftiationy
ceremony and formed a regimen#(2 2) Th8 gurpose of such initiation as a means of denoting the passage
from childhood to adulthood wakistorically a common ritual in most African societies and following such rites,
the young people were clearly differentiated by gender (Eriksédil2Moore et al 1999; Comaroff and

Comaroff 1993 In Mochudi, historically, a selection of boys underwepedod of hardship in a wilderness

area, and girls, staying close to home, undertook physical punishments and instruction on domestic, sexual and
behavioural matters. No one was considered an adult until they belonged to a regiment, and this rite of
passag acted as a bond for the members of a group, encouraging tribal unity, and emphasising moral values
and the legitimacy of authority (Mosothwane 2001; Eriksen 2001). It was at this point that individuals were
burdened with obligations to the chief, and boale and female regiments could be called upon to undertake
work within the tribal areaSee Mosothwane (2001) for an account of the history and changing styles and
practices obojaleandbogwera
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Figure 7 Boys on their way tbogwera® on a cold morning in June 2011

Chief Kgosi Kgafela Il reintroduced initiation ceremonies backMotthudiin 2009 where

none had taken place since the 1986ks aim was to suscitate the Bakgatla culture, and
thereby regain some of the diminished power of the cHidf was claimednumber of

social problemsvere caused by lack of guidance for young men in partigtilfine words of

Kgosi Linchwe Il (the father of tlearrent Chief), in spelling out the perceived threats to the
Bakgatla, are illuminating as to the values inhererfswana societ A & 61 & Y|
loose morals and lack of discipline; disappearance of the spirit ehekdfand seleliance;
diminishing culture of hard work, as well as getfapacitatingconsumerism and

A

SEGNI &P 31 yOSQ

% The boys carry long thin sticks which have been arnfthemoretiwatree which are later used to thrash

GKS o02ea WF2NJ lIyeé RAANBALISOG (GKSe KFER O2YYAGGSR Ay
S¢KS WIiINROIfQ aeadsSYy A& FRYAYAAGSNBR o6& (GKS aAyirad
effectively unde the minister. Chief Kgosi Kgafela sought to remove this control by central government.

58 Schapera refers to complaints that people made about changes in behaviour of young people in that they
thought they had become ithannered, disrespectful to eldersnhelpful in the household and showing no

morals with regard to matters of sex; they had become hedonistic and lost all discipline (1940, 1971:239). This
was mainly attributed to the changed nature of the initiation ceremonies (ibid).

9These words, wri8y Ay b2@SYOSNI HnncI FNB F2dzyR Ay GKS F2NJ
of the Bakgatla tribe
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With regard to age, thanitiation schools bring back the social sense of age as a means of
indicating rank and status, with the emphasis on the group or comnfiinitis is in stark
contrast to the celebration of age through a focus on individual birthdays, which is seen as
evidence of a modernising society. Consumptieneis utilised to objectify this

individualised display of social relationship (Miller 2012Yhe next chapter, we move on
from the social significance of childrand ageo the complexities of gender relations and
courtship.

8 The basis of respect for older people, which often Batswana complain is being diminished by young people, is
embedded in this social dimensionade
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Chapter 5¢ Courting with gifts

Wly name is Thabo:

Kwik Charge is called Nancy, she takes care of my needs in bed;

My Sugars is Miss Gragshe gives me what | need in terms of cash

People say Miss Grace has got HIV

L K2LJS (KI{d W¢KS hySQ o[ SKI G2 Aa KSN Yy

Wly name is Lerato:

| had an ATM whose name was UnclecS® used to call me Princess

Thabo, my No. 1, used to call me Babes

a® Y20KSNJ ¥FSSfa LIAYy lFo2dzi Yeé FIFGKSNDa
At the end of the day | feel she is speaking abou@me

Public Health (HIV and AIDS) promotibtay 201151
(Translated from Setswana)

Much has beenvritten about the changing landscape of intimate relationships and the

decline in the institution of marriage across southern Africa, fuelled over the years by socially
disruptive forces such as migrati@and unemployment (Gulbrandsen 198®wnsend 1997),

and there is evidence that change is continuing at a pBogwn (1983) purports that male
migration has had a profound impact on women in that marriage and family relations have
shifted to leave women isolated and financially worse off. 1zzard (1986yneseshe

femme sol€, yet argues that women are themselves often migrants, and the main reason
F2N) GKA& WA&a2f | GA 2 ywhatigsiinificast @nd diick wal fointedioi th g K 2
the previous chapter, is that matrifocality emerged witletlise of absenfathers most

probably due in the main to male migration to the mines in South Afiid). Harwood

Lejeune (2001) confirms the trend for a later age of marrying across southern and eastern
Africa, and Hunter (2010), in focusing on SouthcAf points to structural unemployment

and reduced welfare supposs reasonsor the decline irratesof marriageand the rise of
WLINPGARSNI £t 20SQd ¢KAA Ada 6KSNB Y2ySeée yR
YR (KS (NI KROBSK2(f REK AR LAWNI 2F YI NNARF 3IS

61 The campaign words are translated from two separate public health advertisements in a national

Government newspaper (The Daily News! &Fay 2011 and 25May 2011 respectively) to raise Hixd AIDS
awarenesg; see Appendix 8They reflect the ofin complex set of intimate relationships that young people in
particularmayhave® ! & ¢K2Yl & FyR /2fS oOHamMmMYMO LIzZNLI2 NI X Wod
education and prevention campaigns to dallradio talk shows, discussion of sexualndty, trust, and

LISNE2Yy T FTSStAy3a aSsSS Wiscusdidtisod 4546 0SNEGKSNEQP CdzNII KSN

62 Ref: Schapera (1940, 1971:321)
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Boyfriend3 A NI FNASYR WIAAFTGEQ NBf I ((oiR)yish gikslidiming and S
important and embedded element in the development of soaiadl sexual relations

(Kaufman andtavrou 2004; deer 2005) Throughout many areas of st#aharan Africa,
AATFTEAa KFE@S 02YS (G2 O2yadAadadziS GKS @It dzS LI

YSIF&ddzNBE 2F || o02éQa AyUiUSNBad Ay KSNJ 6az22NB
courtship behaviou(ibid). Courtship takes place with monetary and gifpegtations placed
2y (KS o628 ¢gKAOK NB a2 adNeBy3 GKFG | O2Y)

should not have to ask. And this is not for items given as romantic gifts, such as bouguets o
flowers, but money for everyday goods deemed necessar\f@ R y 3 > & dzOKuch a Y
means of consumptionould be a survival mechanisor,maybedesire for certain goodsas

driven such behaviour. One possibility is thaistembedded expectain of merQ a

provisioning could ba natural progression from a highly patriarchal and role specific sqciety
where men argegarded avbreadwinners and women look after everything domestic (Young

et al 1984), and where the conceptlodgadiremains strong.

Exploring the historical background in Botswana for a moment, back to the early 1900s,
marriages were arranged by the parents (Schapera 1940, 1971:33). Boys and girls once they
approached puberty were mainly kept ap&rthe boys at the cattle post angirls under the
supervision of their mothersso there was little opportunity for them to meet until the boy
returned from the cattle post. In this scenario, little by way of courtship took place. Roles and
tasks were strongly delineated along lines af:se

W5 dzZAKGSNBR Ay GAYS €SENYy G2 02212 YSYR

the huts, but sons until married remain dependent upon their mother or

AAA0SNI F2NJ 0KSaS IyYyR AAYAfTI NI R2YSauAo0
(Schapera 1940, 1971:219)

This segregation of taskscontilS R Ay G2 YI NNASR tAFSY We¢KS ¥
do for his children during their early youth.... His duties lie rather in the spheres of household
YIYylF3SYSyd IyR LlzofAO0 tAFSQ 6A0AROD LY @KI
which was often polygamous, the father was the supreme patriarch:

We¢KSe wg2YSYy8 $SNB NBIAFNRSR Fa az20Alff
law were always treated as minors. Before marriage a woman was under

the authority of her father or guardian, while aftérshe came under the

control of her husband, and, on his death, of some other male member

of his family..... At feasts and on other public occasions when both sexes

met, men and women always sat in separate groups, while in ordinary

social lifetheyhad AGGf S Ay 02YY2ydQ omMpPpnAnI MPTM
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Putting aside the legal status of women in the narrative above, the societal changes which
Schapera found in the 1930s in contrast to the above is then recorded by him. The most
obvious general differences he saw wepeactice of religion, changing from ancestor
worship to Christianit§?, schools, now attended by half the childféneconomic changes

from seltsufficiency to increasing dependence on outside markets; and sadgeir sought

to pay for goods and taxes. Thepact on gender defined roles was marked. Men travelled
further afield to find work and were often away from home for long periods of ¢me
whereas women tended mainly to continue to run their homes and cultivate the fields,
although a few did seek pajdbs locally in occupations such as teaching, nursing and
domestic service (with European residents) (itfid)

The social revolution brought about by such economic changes is described by Schapera as
consisting of the following: a steep increase in unrigatmother$’; parents of illegitimate

children not so severely punished by the tfifigolygamy almost nogxistent; extra

marital affairs on both sides; later age of marriage; and reduction in size of $a(ida0,

1971: 304). All of these changes hawvatnued today to the point that an unmarried

woman becoming pregnant is expected, not condemned, so no repercussions from the tribe
(or state) to either the mother or father of an illegitimate chfldAnd Schapera points to

WGiKS INBFGISN RRAf SLHISVNBRYY26FRENI OGAZY AY
ONARYy3Ia (2 YAYR | dzyiSNR& LINRLRaAlGA2ya (KL
sharp relief how social change can reconstitute selfhqtite very notion of individualism

that LISNY S G6S&4 GKS 02y OSLIi 2F YIFENRGFE GOK2AOS
characteristics of a modernising society which will be discussed more fully later, but the

point to be made here is that Hunter distinguishes betweenqgwkmnial practical fans of

love and romantic love of today which he argues are both valid bases for relationships, and
0KS SYSNHSYOS 2F yS¢ FT2N¥a 2F WLINBJARSNI f 3

B9 NI & O2y@SNERAZ2Y (2 /KNRAGAFYyAGE GeLAOHtte Ay@2f 0
communicants, in particular, is troubling the Mission authorities greatly, and a Church conference in 1932
gloomily visualized a time when the elders, thaergelists and ultimately even the minister would all be
62YSYHQ ompnns MpTMYHOoyOd 9@Sy G2RIFIex G tSIrad (o2
64 School attendance deprived families of labour resources, yet half the children did nosgbdol at all and

those that did were usually only there forg years (Schapera 1940, 1971:303). Schapera later affirms that

four times as many girls as boys attend school (ibid:305)

S OKIF LISNY} &adlradSa GKFd WwWroz2dzi nn LISNI OSyd 2F GKS YS
% Women too, at a later stage, migrated for economic reasons, mainly from rural to urban areas (Izzard 1985)
571n 1934, in Rampedi, 12% of children born wer@&ihmarried women, which increased to 40% by 1973
(Schapera and Roberts 1975:267); 23% of marriageable age women were not married in 1934, and this
increased more by 1973 to 55% (ibid)

58 At one time, a boy who impregnated a girl outside of any formal iager negotiations was made to pay a

fine to the parents of the girl and could even be thrashed publicly for his misdemeanour (Comaroff and Roberts
1977; Schapera 1938, 1994).

8 Schapera himself admits to lack of statistical data to support this assentiavever, census data has

continued to show a decrease in the number of children born per woman, from 6.5 in 1971 to 3.2 in 2001 (CSO
2010)

" There is little social stigma, but by law a man fathering a child is required to pay maintenance to the
unmarried nother
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By way of illustrating the transformations taking place at that fihie Kgatla society,
Schaperastat KA&a 02212 Wal NNASR fAFS Ay GKS | FN
a young man who has migrated for work to South Africa, and who recounts how he has
GSNXYAYFGSR | NBfFIA2yaKAL gAOGK | &2dzy3 { 2c
expensive to marry, hark, where ever we went we should buy sweets or chocolates at 4s. 6d.
Ib. .... And we should always travel by taxi instead of by tram or bus.... oh, no, | had to cut it
2FFQ ompnnaI MPTMYMMO P b2isA wtterd lettgrRiad/ 3 (1 K S
become a communication mediufy this extract reveals an expectation by the girl that her
boyfriend will buy things for her.

| dzy t SND& NBASIFNOK ownmnv akKz2ga GKFEOG Ay {2
the 1960s, expeettions on men were more directed towards paying brideprice and building

I K2YS NI GKSNI GKIFYy WO2dzNIAYy3IQ IATGEAZI | yR
regarded with suspicion as indicative of a bribe. Gifts at that time in anticipation of a

marriage were generally on a family to family basis (ibid) which follows the traditional inter
FIEYAEALFE NFYGKSNI GKFIY AYRAQGARIzZE E AAGAO O &A2
corroborate this view, but he does mention once how gifts are used to c8ptuk I A NI Q&
affections:

WLT GKS 3IANI aKz2ga y2 airdy 2F NBALRYRA
he will try to win her over by means of little gifts, like the decorated
spoons and porridgstirrers made atthe cattéJ2 4 G 8 PQ omdbdn NI MPT |

This is byno means the picture of resigned acceptance of the necessity of providing goods to
2y SQa -aR20dENK (LI NIy SNE YR A (G & dz3 3-Badé destuies.S W

To take stock of the above and review the social change that has occumenld appear

that patterns of change, such as increased education, later age of marrying, and so forth, are
part of a modernising trend which is apparent in other parts of the world (see Giddens

19983, Jackson 2012). Botswana has evolved from a strangjlyf and kirbased,

patriarchal system, to one that has transmuted to fit the modern, urbanised world. And it is
from this historical background to where it is today that goes some way to explain the social
LIKSYy2YSy2y 2F WIAXTi Qdalikeatéddikigoysioiabdulbetweprdt@K 2
sexes, in particular, the male as provider and protector to his wife and family, and perceived
a4 WONBIRGAYYSNRS KIa 02y @thiy, txeRerwitha A y T dzS)

"1Late 1930s

2High levels of economic migration increased communication in letters, often love letters to absent partners
(Schapera 1940, 1971:237) which Hunter (2010:14) refers to as part of a modernising force helping to
undermine traditional kiship bonds.

3 Giddens recognises the emergence of modernity as firstly the creation of a modern capitalist economy,
globalising in nature
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broadening material culture ceying shifting ideologies of identitghana andPattman refer
G2 WI dzoAljdzAid2dza8 6N} ARAYy3 2F t2@0Ss aSEdz )

INnColeandt K2 Yl aWa 0221 [208S Ay ! TNRAOI S6Hnndo2
modernWestern emotio*s 2 SAGSNY 206 aSNIIS NREsubtlNd®d RS S R
dzoAljdzA G 2dza AYGSNIgAYyAy3I 2F SY20A2ya yR Yl
O2Y0oAYlIGA2Y 2F AYylOdAYIFIOeé YR Y2ySeé Aa | NBT
paclage (ibid)i KA & Aa RSaONA o6 S RIlove B debplgpéridhced asafommY |
of caring about thevell-being of others, a care and concern that motivates all sorts of

actions topromote the wellbeing of the other/other<drhe emotion of lovdias always been

there, but historically has not been a popufarbject of discussion or research in AffiCale

and Thomas 200p

Schapera writes about courtship in the 1920s and 1930s, and notes a significant change in
that both boys and girls aractive in having a much greater say in who they should marry,

It 6K2dz3K KS 20aSNWSa Ad gl a adAtt WTFIANI@
MPTMYocCcU P I O2yadlyd GKSYS Aa GKS OKFy3aS
to control them and the subsequent indulgence in sexual relations and cries of lax morals
(ibid). The reasons for this are explained as the introduction of schools and subsequent
mingling of young people of both sexes, and also the abandonment of the initiation
ceremaiies. Interestingly, young men make distinctions between a woman as lover and a
woman as potential wife, the former being sought for her physical [Gpksd the latter for
additional qualities such as industriousness, modesty, and obvious respect anémtetb

KSNJ LI NByGa O6A0AROD® W/ KFEadAaAdge Aa y20 O2yarl
discreetinherlové FFIF ANBEQ O0{ OKI LISNI wM@pnaI MPTMYnmO

AY | LINRPALISOGADS Kdziol y Rr¥anddreaRRdnd modetatioB Iny £ A
speech and drink.... industry and ability at work.... a father rich in cattle or prominent in
GNAROFE tAFS Aa I RSOARSR |3aSGQ 0A0AROD /3

mind, and a boy may wish for a p@&tlar woman as his concubine. It is recognised that

YIyeé o02&a KIF@S WaS@OSNIf YAalNBaaSdingoiny dz G|
back to the beginning of the chapter, it is not a new phenomenon that young people often
have a number of concuwent intimate relationships.

Courtship according to Schaperfllows a simple pattern: boy is attracted to girl (may be
relatives or neighbours or known to each other through chance meetings) (ibid); he asks if he
may visit her; initially he visits inehafternoons, chatting to the girl and her family in the

lapa; signs that he is being successful with her are firstly that she is at home on every

“20S FYyR Adla GNIXyavdzil A2y Aa aSSy o6& DARRSya oM
modernity in any sciety

BYPeKS ISYSNI e Isknved hidbdRsoeivhdSheavyabuild, with’p@riirient breasts and
fFNASS FANY 0dzi(i201adddd DANI & gAGK atAY ol OlaAiARSa
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occasion, secondly that he is offered a chair to sit on; he then starts coming at night (ibid). If
agirlshg & NBf dzOGl yOS G2 || o62eQa | ROIyoSaz KS
attention to other girls, although it is expected that a girl will decline sexual relations at least
once before succumbing (ibid). A further illumination of courtshipvsrgby Gulbrandsen,

albeit some fifty years later:

WCAdzNII KSNY2NBxZ F f2y3 GAYS dzadzrtfe& LI &a
approaching girls until he takes the question of marriage seriously. It is

generally accepted that boys and girls engage in-fel&@ions, ncluding

cohabitation, from their teens onwards. Young people display

considerable fluidity, becoming involved in numerous unions, some

simultaneously, during a short time span. Among the boys it is important

to give the impression of being involved witlaA NI WAy S@SNE KI Y
(1986:9)

In describing the basis of intimacy in Kgatla marital relationships, Schapera recognises that
ySgte& YINNARSR O2dzL) Sa NBE W2FiSy OSNE YdzOFf
if not all marriages were love matchesome were. However, he goes on to say that this

Wt 209SQ aStR2Y tladsSRY

WoddPpiKS LIR2f&3alY2dza ARSIt adAftt LINBGI A
monogamy of today has not been accompanied by the true
O2YLI YA2YAKAL) dzLl2y 6 KA OK ibid: 180§20 0 S & & F dz

And it is polygamy that is seen as the root of the emergence of -ex#idgtal sexual relations
(Comaroff andRoberts 1977Caldwell et al 1991and the present day incidence of multiple
concurrent partnersince they follow the same logit $ocial structure. It is indeed an
historical prerogative for men to have more than one sexual parted women,
increasingly independent, are recognised as actively following a similar line

Today, a @tinction is made between partner for sex andV (i K S - apaftBeffor a long
term relationship- and concurrency is common. And a third category of partner exists
primarily to provide financial security. Evidence from informants interviewed in Rampedi
shows a common practice of brothéfgroviding yunger sisters with regular amounts of
money, in particular so these girls would not be obligated to date someone to achieve
financial gain:

76 See als®chaperd1940, 1971:80)
TYe KS GMPATKSINNINGf F A2y AKALI Aad Odzf GdzNI £ £ @ NBO23ayAaSF
olaia 2F 6KAOK A& (KS WiAylSRQ aeaitisSy 27 NBtliAzya
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W2 S KIF@S (FdAKG KSNI G2 6S AYRSLISYRSy(:
That is why | send her money nearly everymtio | have seen how men

treat women who do not have independent financial megrikey say, |

have given you this, now you give me thisan be easy to get caught in

that trap. So she can eat and pay for her plate of faod

Inthe absenceof ASY SNRP dzda O NRGKSNJ I @2dzy3 IANI YI &
2ySsy (12 02080 KKSOKBKINEBR O0Q&T t LiIopRaBman 6 NS 7
2005:232; Giddingsardd2 @2 NJ I HamMno3 2N Y2NB 02 2 dzNJF dz
¢NF YyALR NI YR / 2YYdzy A®4 AINI 2WEd230 chid KaSdaéradga | NJ
female in Botswana societysee Maundeni 2004:43oncept incorporates that of a

financial provider, usually with a significant age difference between the two people, and
articulates the ongoing production of new social relations and practices of consumptien.
existence of such relationships has led to resentment by young men in particular who feel
acutely the inadequacy of their situation in trying to compete with oldesalthier and more

powerful males for their aggroup females (Durham 2004).

A relationship which involves the giving of money or gifts with the expectation of sex in
NBGOGdz2NYy Aa 2FG§Sy NBFSNNBR (2 Fa WiNloyal OGA:
research orHIV andAIDS (Jewkes et al 2QX2aldwell et al 1989 ¢ KA & WO2 y & dzY'!
f20SQ 2NJ O2YY2RAGAaLFGA2Y 2F NBfIGA2YAKALA
explicable in light of current extreme poverty, yet this is to simplify th&daf why such

practices exisfiversen 2008 ¢ KS | NAdzYSy d F3aFAyad OFffAy:
WONF yal OQdAa2ylfQ Aa | NIAOdzZ Idisth&iondé&wean: NJ | dz
prostitute andclient, and girlfriend andoyfriend relationships, @uing that¥bmantic love

and Provider love€are deeply interwoveribid: 16). The juxtaposition of love and materiality

Ad AffdzadNI GSR Ay S5dzNKIFYQa gNRGAY3Y

WKSY | g2Yly @g2NNARS& lo2dzi GKS t2aa 27
W¥ S Swith feBIaveY, orask directly about his sentiments (do you love

me?), butinstead asks him for money for food, a dress, a trip to cattle

post, or for a watebill or paraffin. To fulfil these requests signals the

kind of concern that isquated with loveln his turn, a man may ask his

lover to wash and iron higlothes, prepare food, or otherwise cater to

KAa LIK& aA(Ddrham 20@1Ma72 NI Q

GSNB2GeLIS 27F | rticuiatedivithNGe Brhefgéhee@ithe XD Slgpidemitzin Afiica, |

a
F Wl  ¢afdnfaiivihé provideR giffs & monegspecially for school fees or hygiene produgts
t 5408yG IANI & Ay SEOKFy3IS FRPNJ A0SHRE FyR NBE
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This indicates the extent to which social relations are objectified through materiality shown
in the giving of money and alsotime performance of tasks. It is by the act of giving that love
is shown (Miller 1998b).

2 KAf Al RgSttAya 2y SPOARSYOS GKIGO akKz2ga | (
openly discussed, it is worth exploring the further significance of @igdens has written
SEGSyaArgSte | o2dzi GRibSsodetyhouiggiclose elativHshipg dand S
LAY LR2AYGE AG a | aAstomddn T NBEFDHSTE AMISH WiRdR SI
LJdzNB NB BIA §A KA OKLIQ (i NHEA (a3 dglILE2 NAORE B ElMGySRNYWK | &
oFaira 2F AYyGAYIFOeQ OmMppHYMOoy O d 2 AGK NBEII NJ
transformations have taken place, and that intimacy is achieved through the disclosure of
emotions and actions (ibidd LG A& LIzZNLIZ2 NI SR (GKI G GKS WLz
modern society in that it is not dictated by traditional institutions or normative expectations
(1994), unlike pranodern relationships that are governed by societal norms and institstio

as to how things should B&

LT DARRSYaQ LINRPLRAAGAZ2Y Aa G2 0SS O2y OdzNNEBF
Durham belongs more in a praodern community than that described as modern or late
modern, which is typically more equal, less patial (see Giddens 1994:185and

199246n T 0 ® ¢KS O2y OSLIi 2F WiGKS Llz2NE NBfFGAZ2Y
who contends that intimacy remains muttimensional and that equality in heterosexual
relations is sustained on the basisof précti f O NAy 3 | yR 23S NI (K
ReEYIlI YADO 2F VYdziidzt £ SELIX 2N} GA2y 2F SIOK 20K¢
thrust of Giddens argument that modernising tendencies in society lead to a democratising

of gender relationships generallthe view raised by Jamieson illustrates the nature of
relationships in Botswana in that caring as the basis of relationships, is shown by the male
partner providing money and goods, and the female partner providing acts of love such as
washing (oncemakk SRUO ' yR 0221 Ay3d | 26SOSNE | a Wk Y)
O2yaiNHzZOOSR aSyasS 2F SIFOK 20KSNJ Ia 322R3X )
aF ONATFAOS F2NJ GKSANI O2YY2y 3J22RQ ompddpYnyr

What can probably be applied to an understanding of Ratsa society is a mixture of both
pre-modern tendencies and modernity, the latter more likely to exist igéatowns and
cities (Giddings andovorka 2010). Although this project does not venture specifically into
the intimacy of relationships, there &vidence that expectations from both sexes, as

YL OGABS GNHZAGQ NBFSNAR (G2 GKS [dzSadAz2yAy3Is ONRGAI d:
modern societies as a result of greater reflexive human knowledge.

OWYwSFEt SEADS Y2RSNYA&LGAZ2YQ Aa G Kdbhigh Bdddinity aheréciériséd2 G K
by increased individual agency and less social structure (Beck 1994).

Blwt dzZNB NBf F A2y AaKALIQ RSFAYSR a | NBtlIGA2yaKALl 2F
NEYIYyGAO f20S Aa B8RSy LHABWYHRS EARFAKIBINI 8 X0AR0OD

82 The modernising of courtship relationships is seen as a global phenonaeses for example, Yan 2002
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2dzif AYSR AY 5dz2NKIFYQa yINNIGAGBS 0620S3s Aa (
work was of an independent, unmarried, midedlged womarg, we shall call her Lennavho

had worked hard to provide aodest home for herself and her son, and that son, having
reached the age of 23 found he had made a girl pregnant. The father of the girl paid a visit to
Lenna, as is customary in Botswana, to inform her of the pregnancy, and there would follow
another visi once the baby was born. This was the prelude to marriage negotiations. Lenna
declared she was happy for the union to take place since the girl was from the Kalahari area
YR I NBtIFGAGBS 2F WGKS . dzaK LIS2 L) Sa@fom? KSy
WNRdzy R KSNBQX YSFIyAy3d az20KdzZRA 2NJ Y2NB Sa&LX
ddzZA Gl 6fS 6AFS FT2NJ KSNJ a2y airAyOS WaKS g2dz F
would submissively cater for all his physical and emotional needs, wbénecontrast, the

IANI & FNRBY WOKS 26y Q INB WwWia22 Of SOSNID |y
about this example of partnership is that it is contrary to customary attitudes to Tswana
courting and marrying a person with BasafM@ots. Hbw much attitudes have changed is

Ay O2y(iNrad G2 GK2aS AftfdzadGNIGSR o0& { OKI L
YI NNASR &dzOK | g2Yly g2dZ R 06S 3AINBFrGte RSal
University thought taboos to marrying intodéferent ethnic grougstill existed. Yet,

nowadays, migration and movement of people has resulted in more partnerships of mixed
tribe and ethnicity, and the customary kinship approach of marrying within the farfaty
Bakgatla, favouring first cousing much less likely.

. ST2NB tSIHFOAY3 GKAA LRAYG 2F RAaOdzAaA2Y I |
G2Y1L Yy YR IHOWRNI RASIOS2yalINR £ @8 WNHzNI £ Q0 g2 Y
occasions by Rampedi respondents, mainly distinguishing themselves and theinsHgis

a4 RAFFSNBYUOG FTNRBY GK2aS G2 0S F2dzyR Ay DI ¢
more educated, would not be happy to look after their husband or partner to the extent that

I Y2NB WONIRAGAZ2YI T Q 62 Yl yreldta dzithRt geneéralRhe il K A 2
2f RSNJ GKS 42Ylys GKS Y2NB WONIRAGAZ2YIfQ &t
seen in the domesticity of her lifestyle and relationships but also materially in, for instance,
her mode of dress (Johnson 1998

Returning to the work of Giddens, such social distinctions as described above are evidence of
social change, with traditional gendered identities existing in close proximity to, yet separate
from, new gender ideologies (Giddings aAddvorka 2010):

P @diibn.... is a medium of identity. Whether personal or collective,
identity presumes meaning; but it also presumes the constant process
of recapitulation and reinterpretation.... Identity is the creation of

83 Basarwa is the Botswana term for the Bushmen or San of Southern Africa R
B¢ KS (GSNY WiNIRAGAZEFt @l ¥LBRAASK GeENBaRBSYGay (2
influences and ways
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constancy over time, that very bringing of thast into conjunction with

an anticipated future. In all societies the maintenance of personal

identity, and its connection to wider social identities, is a prime requisite

of ontological security. This psychological concern is one of the main

forces alloving traditions to create such strong emotional attachments

2y GKS LI NI 2F GKS WoStASOSNN® ¢KNBIF Ga
very often, if by no means universally, experienced as threats to the
AyGaSaNrRGe 2F GKS aStFTodQ ODARRSYya mdpdpny

This frame the background to the traditional ideologies of male and female roles and
expectations, and gives potential reasons as to why certain ways of being are tenaciously
defended.

In a society expetant of multiple partners and with seriously declining maiage rate, a
womanYl @ OK22a$S (2 0S02WaSE K KBa WIAtatl NS2dzd SER
on femaleheaded households reveal Botswana to have one of the highest percentages in

the world at 46% according to the 2001 Census, even when takingccount the

differences betweemnle jureandde factod G | (1 dza S& 6 h®{ Kk dA Kt § YK M gIS
of writing, there has been a dramatic transformation in the social location of women into the
public arenaresulting in a significamtse in the ndependence of women, blossoming out of
growing economic independence and higher levels of education which has enabled a greater
freedom for women to choose how they might live. The high incidence of fehedded
households shows that women often make ttigoice to live without a husband or lke

LI NOYSNE F aAddzr A2y 6KAOK A& RSAONAOGSR |2
135; HelleValle 2002). As mvident in Rampedi, there are a number of older women living

by themselves in comparagly wealthy circumstances which has been of their own making.

Meanwhile men are struggling to live up to the ideals and expectations placed on them as
men; they do not want to appear weak and have to pretend things are alright, whereas the
situation couldbe far from this. And they are often measured up by the opposite sex
according to what they can provide. By contrast, such expectations are not platkd on
woman.MenQ & NXRIfali§ned té thedold structure, antthe fiction of the male provider is
maintained, yet women can walk away.

Evidence gathered from focus groups conducted in Rampedi in early-20particular, one

held with a group of young men and another with young woffiethrows light on the

current nature of courtship in this part of Botswana. It is apparent that young people
socialise together, work together and often have many friends of both sexes. However, from

8 See also Griffiths 1998:488 for discussion on the recognition of femdleaded households and controversy
surrounding them; also Peters 1983; Kerven 1984; Izzard 1985; Moiokd 991
8Y 2dzy3Q KSNBE YSIya NREREHK{E& 0SG¢6SSy (GKS 3Sa wmy
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I @2dzy3 YIyQa LISNALISOGAIIRI ¢ A G BuPudsd®lsy anp dzA (0
objects of suspicioq to whom they feel pressurised to give money and buy presents for
0SO0lIdzaS AT (KSe& R2y Qi GKS& YlIe&e t2aS GKSANJ
the anxieties that young men encounter@lt being rejected by women (see Pattman 2005),
which are shown to be on a materialistic basis. On the whole, there is a perception that
relationships between young men and women are out of Kilter in that instead of a balanced
give and take, there existsatNE  WRSYIl yRQ 2y o0SKIFIfF 2F 42YS
YSY KI @S Iy ARSIFItAaSR OASg 2F | FdzidzNB G AT
fAFSQd LG ¢la faz adGdriSR GKFIG RAFTFSNBYy (G
not aways one to lead to marriage, and although the incidence of concurrent partners was
deemed undesirable, it was thought inevitable. A survey carried out in 2007 on concurrent
sexual partnerships confirms this, indicating that although concurrency is matnumon, it

is nevertheless not yet generally acceptable (Carter et al 2007).

CNRY | 3FANI QA LRAY(d 2F @ASsr (GKS SPARSYyOS
relationship is love, respect and support (financial and emotional), and they are emtitled
SELISOG GKA& aAayO0S 6KSy | YIy KIFa F 3ANI FTNJ
views on whether a girl should buy her boyfriend gifts: some saw it as open to
YAAAYOGSNILINBGIGAZ2Y & | gle& (2 YeddWWb&Ada f:
taking his own money to buy him a present! There appeared to be a distinction made
between money and gifts: the former was to be expected as part of the boyfriend and
girlfriend contract, and the latter encompassed romantic and surprise pitsesa sign of love

and by which one could assess the depth of love. The size and frequency of gifts was deemec
alkA YLR NI Fyd yR SEFYLX S&a 3ABSYy 2F RS&ANIoOf
e2Skhyas | (2L I yR | Gaidimonejiitayssc@ldelations aled 0 & ¢
objectified among this younger generatiobhe gift may be seen in the future and in
gSEFEGKASNI GAYSa (2 S@2t@S G2 GFL1S 2y GKI G
enrolment on a photography course.

Y2dzy3d 62YSyYy FFNB Yz2ad tA1Ste G2 KIS | WYl A
money or gifts, and sometimes a secondary, secret partner, likewise transactional in nature.
There will often be oneff liaisons (Jewkes et al 2012), or what is somes referred to as
WiKS 0 %aherRtwodkoplé d@me together occasionally for sexual satisfaction with no
AOGNRAY3IE GGl OKSR® . Fdaglyl YSy NB3IIFINR (GKA?Z
supposedly use it as a means for searching for-teng relationships.

2 KAf A0 sAaKAY3I G2 0SS GKS &a2tS LINIYSN Ay |
run the gambit of whether their partner is cheating on them. When a relationship turns sour,
things can go badly wrong. The incidemnééntimate parthermurdersuicidesorWLI a a A 2 Y
kilingl A & NXB L} NI SR EhurdhRa9; Mizkreng®aE2¢03)Nvhidh ydeur

87 Booty call an invitation to lure or entice a late night amorous encounter
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when a relationship ends and one of the partners (usually the man) kills the other, often then
committing suicid&. Informants proffered thewo most likely causes: jealousy, usually over

I WGKANR LI NIEQT IyR GKS NB2SOlA2y FyR Syl
realisation by the boyfriend as to how much he has spent on her (and often her family).

On returning to the questionsaised at the beginning of the chapter on the nature of

courtship and the gift relationship, it is apparent that materiality plays an important part.
Goods are appropriated as a means not only to develop intimate social relations, but also to
measuredeptt2 ¥ FSStAy3Id {iNRYy3a YIS ARSY(GAGASaE
been transformed into a modern equivalent and resulted in a partnership contract
dominated by male provisioning. This element of anticipated male bounty shows no sign of
diminishirg, and an inability to provide creates gender struggles between men and women
(Hunter 2009). The anxiety of ttisN2 Y | Yl yQa LISNRELISOGA JS A a
of writing in the Botswana Gazefte

Pardon my ignorance but has anybody here evaard of something
called girlfriend allowance?

No wonder | have been struggling to get a girlfriend, | did not know a

thing about this allowance. | stand corrected....

Well, I came to know about this girlfriend allowance jlast week when

| was tryingl 2couditingmy St ¥ O2f 2 dzZNR énbneladyS I dzA y S|
After telling her how hot like chillies and fresh like spinach she was
SOSNREIKAY3I Y2Q0SR aSlyftSaate avyz22i0Keo C2
was hovering on my peripheral vision until she intetgzl in my

GFFANRGLIESE (G2 SyljdZANB |62dzi IANI FNRSY
by the question, | smiled and pretended | was familiar with that form of

allowance; the way politicians smile and pretend to be familiar with your

problems.

Now as it stads, friends and foes, there is just one thing between me
and fairytale love and that is girlfriend allowance. With true love growing
scarce every day, | better pay it. The only favour | am requesting from
you guys is to help me with the prices, lest | ptle and lose outQ

8¢ KS GSNY WLI aadarzy (AfftAy3aIQ A& 6ARStfe dzAaSR Ay {(KS
issue¢ OFff F2NJF KIFIfd G2 GKS dzaS 2F UGKA gheatbfth€t aAiy oS
moment madnessNJ 4 KSNJ GKIy a I aSNA2dza StSYSyd 27 2bagl
women.

SeealsoMberengwa2007:3536 & 5Sedo the culture of patriarchal upbringing some me&ho still believe that

they can determine the initiation and terminatiasf a relationship may end up killing when they feel uaed
SATtGSRPE I NIAOES Ay (KS 51 AfRI OS6RASKRRAYI #S&a & K2 i
GSNB 62YSYy 6DI2a6SRASSY Dhaly News6fl2.I0NB & (2 WLI aadA2y
A, 2040l ylIZ LRAGSR ¢ WdzySw.iboswmanao DA NI FNASYR ! ft241
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DANI aQ ARSIFfa 2F f20S I NB -dassehsuingrisnii KW@ANINI | 2
appear that thicommoditisationof relationships leaves women with a greater share of

power ¢ or does it? What is expected in return? Yaun LIS 2 LJt SQ& O2 dzNIi a KA L
alongside relationships of convenience, often intergenerational in nature, and often

providing financial relief.

What is significant in Botswaris that there existsto use Giddens word$/l  O2 YO A Yy I {
imbalanced gender power and engrained psychological dispositions [that] keeps dualistic sex
RAGAAAZ2Y A ljdzZA (S FANXERE® Ay LI FOST odzi Ay LI
OMMPPHYMPDPL @ ¢ KS WLIZNGBddewdS(ibit)) is the path 1© fruelequalit) O 2 NF
between the sexes but this denies the role of materiality and how social relations are
objectified through material goods$iere he expression of love through giving, whether in

terms of things or embedded in acof carings the bedrock of relationships
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Chapter 6¢ Processing tradition in marriage negotiations

Wly name is Moselekatsi Molefe and | was born in 1935 and | remember
that | said to the woman who is my wife, when she was still a little girl
who usedo go around wearing the traditional skirt made out of threads
and beads with nothing on top, that | was going to marry her (she was
02NY AY wMdpoHO FYR aKS alFAR GKSy GKFG W
g2y QG YINNE &2dz2Q® ¢AYSpandinil@sSshe I & 6S ¢S
GNRBGS YS || tSGGSNIGKAES L gla +d GKS O
NBI R&T OFly ¢S YSSiO FyR GFt1 Fo62dzi YI NN
any relationship with any woman and definitely had no sex because | was
waiting for her. So @ got married and had ten children; so it is not
difficult to understand a woman when you know what you want.

6aSyQa FT20dza 3INER

Marriage, as a social institution is known throughout the world, and acts to legitimise both a
union between two people anthe basis for procreatiorMarriage patterns in Botswana

have been following a similar pattern to that in most of stdharan Africa, of decline in
frequency, and incidence at a later point in life for both men and women (Mookodi 2004a,;
Mokomane 2006lzzard 1985; Hosegood et al 2008chapera described marriageaas
WSaaSyaAalrft adSLl T2 N (DMSINA: 3y ahdipetitobay evidngez v ( 7
points to less than fifty per cent of the population marrying (Mookodi 2004a).

The economic antivelihood changes, as described in theyious chapter onaurtship,

with the emergence of the cash economy and subsequent labour migration and all myriad
other societal changes, have had a profound effect on marriage in Botswana. To quote
Schapera (194> M®@T MYOoH MU X Wi KS LINRJukts dhérdaged dpon@aNS |
new basis are considerably discounted by the complications resulting from the absence of
KdzaolyR YR FTFUKSNI FNRY K2YSoQ LG Aa | O2)
have been instrumental in bringing about significant change. When large numbers & men
went to work in the South African mines, the women were left at home and learnt to fend
T2N) 0KSYasStgSao LG ¢6la GKAEA LISNAZ2ZR 2F F2NJX
empowerment and realisation that they could manage on their Witlimaeus an@Graham
1989:389). From an historical basis of lives dominated by their individual contribution to
subsistence farming and subservience to men (ibid), to a situation where womesaoaa

living, have access to land tenure and set up their own home, it is understandable that there

% For statistics on migration to the mines, see Alverson (1978:56), and Schapera (1940, 1971:128 and 134), the
latter which reports 106 out of 126 men from Rampedi and Makgophana wards had worked abroad at some
stage. The total number of Batswana workinghia mines reached a peak in 1985 of 18,079; by 2006 this

number had reduced to 2,992 (Campbell 2010:12)

91 An additional factor is that women had received more educatjdmys, for most of their youth, were sent

away to the cattle post (Schapera 1938, 199)
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exists today a high percentage of female headed households (Van Driel 1994; Izzard 1985;
Van Allen 2000¥requentlythese households contain three or neogenerations of women.
This givesestament to the fact that women are often happier without a husband or rather,
the wrong kind of husband, and maybe they prefer men on a less than permanent basis
(Jackson 1996; Helialle2002; Gulbrandsen 1986; ParkandNyamwaya 1989; Fako 1983).

It also has to be recognised that up until fairly recently, legally women were disadvantaged

in marriage: the Wdd Bank (2001, cited in Gordon aB2 NR2Y HAnTYonoo0 NE
countries such as Botswana.... marrigdmen are under the permanent guardianship of

their husbands and have no right to mandgiNR2 LJS NJi @ 2 This Wakk Sgaidsl tie g y Q ©
ol O1ANRdzyR 2F Wit SaAratlriadArAzy AYOGNRBRdIzOSR | Fii
women the same legal rightsto propee = f I YRX ONBRAGI YR 0dzaA
HANnyood {2 gKe g2dAd R 62YSy OKz22aS G2 o6S YI!
The Abolition of Marital Power Act 2004 changed this and removed the legal principle of the
husband as head of the fapidnd provided women with equal rights in relation to decision
making on family property management, including upon the death of a husband, and equal
rights to choose domicile. The Act also provided both mothers and fathers equal
guardianship of their cildren, whereas previously the husband was sole guardian. A
G2YFyQa 26yYSNBKALI 2F LINPLISNI& Aad RSUSNINAYS
into - in or out of community of property. All marriages are automatically out of community

of property (unless specified otherwise by both of them in writing), which means that each
person keeps their separate property, allowing the woman to legally administer that which is
hers. The alternative, in community of property, allows that the property acquired hgreit
spouse upon marriage and during marriage is held jointly. This is under common law, and, in
. 2046yl Qa Rdzrtf €S3lrt aeadasSysxs Odzad2Yl NE Y
rights. Yet, the point to be made is that from a legal perspective, sititday 2005,

marriage for women has become a much more attractive option.

Alongside a decline in marriage, there has been a diminution of marriage as a social marker
of adulthood. It was once seen as a natural occurrence immediately following theeiamt

of adolescents (Timaeus a@taham 1989), in which girls in particular were taught how to
prepare for married lif¢”. At one time, marriage could not take place until the individuals

had been through the initiation ceremony (Schapera 1938, 1994:127Yetleéining of

marriage has taken place alongside an increase in values associated with motherhood and
around bringing up aaimily (HelleValle 2002} see GapterFour. It is reiterated time and

3 AYy o0& NBalLRyRSyGta Ay az20KdzZRA K2g Wg2YS)
once despised (Schapera 1940, 1971:38; Mokomane 2008), are now almost universally

92Wwithin bojale, girls were given instruction on their future responsibilities as wives and mothers (Mosothwane
2001); whereas for the boys, withbogwerg the emphasis appears to have been more on transition to
authority and decision making assaeid with pubic office (ibid:156)
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socially acceptet, which for women removes the necessityrnt@rry in order to have

children. This is deemed a figirecent development (Timaeus a@taham 1989) and points

to the nascence of a more matrifocal based society (Izzard 1985). The corollary of the rise in
status of women as mothers is the decline irportance of the role of the father (ibid),

although as noted earlier, Schapera records that men had little contact with their children in
the early years (1940, 1971:219), but here we are also talking about legal rights over children
that a man used to resive through marrying a woman.

An example of significant social change is in the chseomen becoming pregnant outside

of marriage. In the late nineteenth century, in the strict understanding that women were
once treated as minors and were under thetfaarity of their father or closest male relative

until they married when they came under the control of their husband, premarital
LINBAylyOe ¢l a NBIFNRSR a4 | WLINRF2dzyR RAA:
WNBRRBRBSR 6A0GK NB JddRobdedsyl977:98). Bhe dhidBoFnTas d rg5ult was
2F0GSy 1AtEtSR (2 I@2AR WONAY3IAYy3I SOAL dzLR2y
outside marriage was becoming increasingly common, although still strongly disapproved of
(Schapera 1940, 1971) Labour migration had increased and unmarried females were not
being watched or protected as previously and therefore sexual access became more difficult
to monitor by the parents. What evolved in the incidence of pregnancy was the practise of
giving compend#on to the father or guardian of the girl by the boy (or his family), if he

failed to agree to marry her (ibid: 38). Following this, recognition was given to the fact that
pregnancy constituted a wrong against the girl and not her guar@@amaroff andRoberts

1977). Mid 1940s, the Bakgatla chief introduced measures to help women in that they
relaxed the rules that meant a woman could now appear atkipetla on their own behalf

to put their case to argue for compensation from the man who impregnated thbiah). The
heavily debated purpose of the compensatiog & A0 3IAAGBSY Ay NBEALISO
marriage prospects, or to help educate and raise the cfilgithoved the destination of the
compensation to the woman herself rather than to her paent guardian. Following this
development, the chief then decided it was only fair to recognise claims for multiple
pregnancies. Today, when a woman marries, it is expected that a cow will be given by the

BLTTFNR NBFSNA (2 W YATfRSNIIFIGGAGdzZRS (26 NRa dzy Yl N
% Sexual relations between boys and girls had always been tolerated as long as they were discreet, yet
LINBEIy Il yoOe gl a [y 2iouksnié women okl Bdoughth Fe margeN,XvBo figured in them,

fifteen had one or more living children each, and eight others had procured abortions (Schapera 1940,
1971:207). One Rampedi informant told how unmarried girls who became pregnant in therd®3@say to

South Africa.

B¢ KS YSyQa F20dza 3INP daaEcdiihgtd RshNavStRditiorkifén uhrariedmbtheyf hY a

child and instead of marrying her, the father of the child decides to pay damages to the parents of the young
mother, thechild is entitled to inherit that payment of damages (mostly the payment was c@ttle)
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husbandto-be for each of his children already b8tand this is added to thbrideprice or
bogadi®’.

The most obvious historical transformation of marriage in Botswana is the disappearance of
polygamy, brought about in the main through the introduction of Christian churbleke
missionaries (Schapera aRwbberts 1975), and within the Bakgatla tribe was probably

hastened by Chief Lentswe converting to Christianity in 1892 (Schapera 1940, 1971:17). It is
also argued that the introduction of the plough and more focus orstavek production

602GK O2yaARSNBR YIS OUAGAGASAO fSaaSysSt
wives were seen as legconomically viable (Timaeus a@Bcaham 1989:374Yhis change to
monogamy, operating in a society accustomed to polygasmoarriages, led to prmarital

and extramarital relations (Comaroff anBoberts 19772f. And there is a link here to a rise

in liaisons between married men and widowed or older unmarried women, described as

Wi zeyndand open relationship[s] in whicheéman provides a measure of support for his
mistresi Q 6 ¢ A YOraéhaimil989:98B). These apparently in the early 1900s were the

only form of concubinage that was tolerated, since the women were deerast p

marriageable age (Comaroff aRbberts 1977:995chapera 1938, 1994:126). Today these

dzy A2y a | NB NBFTSNNBR®(G2 t20rtfte a wavlftf ¢

Did the disappearance of polygamy lead to a surplus of unmarried women? And should this
be added to the explanation of such a high percentage of female headed halds&h

Headline 2011 census figures recently released reveal that there are more females in
Botswana than males: 1,035,608 versus 989,179 (9%°%%t this differential has been
narrowing since the census of 1971 when it was 84%. Looking back, Gulbr§h@i86ér24)
O2yiGSyRa GKIFIG GOKSNB ¢l a | Wil NHS &dzNLX dza
polygamy declining and male migration to South African mines and urban centres in
Botswana. The implication was that the women were left in the rural areas, geten too

often moved to towns and cities (see Van Binsbergen 1999). It is pointed out that the mines
had high mortality rates which compounded the comparatively lowdipectancy of men
GLTTFENR MpypYHcecpT hQ[ | dzZAKE AY evedigng ngerardd | y |
this is reflected in the demographi€s Izzard concludes thavidowhood emerges as one of

BY/ 2YLISyal G2NB LI eyYSyida FT2N) aSRdzOiGA2yQ 6%St AT SNJ un
1 aGFyYyRFNR Y2RSNY RI& RSTAYAGAZ2Y 2F ONARSLINAROSY /
token of appreciation for the loss of their daughter (Denbow and Thebe 2006). As a cdmogptligives a

man legal rights to sexual relations with a woman and the transfer of her children to his lineage.

% Seeley (2012), through her research in Uganda, doewven though polygyny was only legal under Islamic or
Odzad2YFNE fF 63 YSYy 6K2 gSNE YINNASR Y2y23FY2date ¢
9 See:http://www.thevoicebw.com/2012/04/27/beingthe-smallersmalthouse/

1001n Mochudi, the difference is moggronounced than the national figure: 24,717 women against 22,197 men
(90%).

101t is worth noting the impact of the HIV and AIDS pandemic which in 9 countries, Botswana included,
reduced life expectancy to below forty years (UNAIDS 2€i6&] in Gordon an&ordon 2007:230), escalated

infant and child mortality one third of babies born to Hiwifected mothers were HIV positive and few

survived beyond the age of six (Walker et al 2004, cited in Gordon and Gordon 2007:230). Since then, in
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the most common reasons forawomanbata y3 I LISNX I ySy & K2 dza SK
This assumes marriage has taken place at some stage.

The statistics gleaned from the census in 2001 provide the percentage of-neveied

people over the age of 60 as 9.6% fieen, and 16.7% for women which implies a sizeable
surplus of unmarried womerThe analysis carried out by Mookodi (2004a) indicates

increasing trend of both unmarried men and women, yet a closer look at her figures reveals

I £t S@SttAy3a 2dzi 2N SOSY -YRANKS RS 0ASYl 6SKSS/ v
(ibid). Is there an age reached at which it is deemed socially unacdeptaleither a man or

I g2YFy G2 YFENNBK ¢KS GSNY WYINNARFIASIofES |
with so many children now being born out of wedlock, this appears irrelevant. Records of
marriage at the Tribal Administration in Mochudi show texdireme examples of men in

their 80s marrying women of 52 and 49, and another man marrying at 94.

The ideologies around age and marriage impose social constraints, particularly for women. It
is seen as a problem if a woman looks older than her hustamitiso women are advised to
marry when still young, whilst the man can be a lot older. This is compounded by the belief
GKFGO Wo2YSHSIRABA FIERAB NI GKSNBR 0 imKS ¢NRARO
Mochudishow that out ¢ 150 marriage recordshere ae only 4 examples of the woman

being otler than the man, the difference being orllyor 2 yeas, whereas the usual age gap

is at least 10 yearé&\n academic paper on the EKiti society in southwest Nigeria, points to

the age difference in couples atemming from the practice of polygyny which necessitated

in law alater time of marrying for mem order for older polygynous men to have at least

more than two wives (Caldwell et al 1991:23Bhere was obviously a shortage of suitable
young wives to g round! Such a regulated approach did not happen in Botswana, and
although polygyny may have forced a normative age difference, a more obvious reason
would have been the effect of labour migration. The more recent trend is for a latestage

time of marryng for both sexe¢Mookodi 2004a). In further analysis of the censuses, the

mean age of marriage for men is significantly higher than that for women, and yet there is a
trend developing that shows this gap to be narrowing (Mookodi 2004a). It is detajled b
Schapera that, back in the 1930s, women mostly married between the ages2af Zien,

26-30 (1940, 1971:62). Today, this has slipped by at least ten years. Which begs the
guestion, what is leading to the delay in marriage or postponement altogether?

Reportedly Botswana has one of the highest levels of cohabitation in sub Saharari®frica
(Mokomane 2006)and it is questioned whether this is a situation where couples have

Botswana, AlD&lated deaths have been cut by 71% and the rate of new HIV infections has dropped by 71%
2001-2011 (UNAIDS 2012). Botswana has more than 80% coverage of HIV treatment (ibid).

102This comment refers to the physical appearance of women, yet there is a popiilat $el y | Mosadi A y I =
GaKgeSyS 2 2rBearing, ¥ ivamardLcnsidered worthy not for what she looks like, but for what she
is able to do with her hands, in other words, how industrious she is.

103The 2001 census records 17 per cent of the populabieer the age of 15 are cohabiting (Mookodi 2004a)
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abandoned or delayed marriag€ohabitation can exist as an alternative to marriage,

LINSf dzRS G2 YINNAFIAS 2N Iy FEOGSNYIFGAGBS (2
that in Botswana it is usually a temporary situation before marriage, which rather than

diluting the incidence of marriage, acts to delay the timing of it. Oneiki®rmant at the

' YABSNBAGE AY DIFIOo2NRYS @2fdzyiSSNBR GKIF G L
GKFG GKSNB Aa WaidzaNyAy3  6fAyR SesSQ G2 O2c
there is the assumption that they will eventually get medi This indicates a relaxation of

the social necessity to marry in order for two people to form a union and live together.
However, from evidence gathered in Rampedi, the udvaral divide talked about in the

previous chapter, creates a different pictunere. Taking an example of one of the

households in Old Rampedi, a thirty year old woman called Tabea is living with her four
children (ranging in ages from 10 years to 6 months) together with her grandmother,

younger sister and aunt (also her mother avider sister live in the same household part of

the week). She has always lived in taigaand refers to her grandmother as the head of the
household (since her grandfather died). She describes how she and her partner would like to
be married and managgtheir ownlapa, yet her partner, aged 32, and father of her

children, who lives in a neighbouring ward with his parents, is unable to finance this. He
O2YSa G2 OAaAlG KSNIIFYR G2 aSS (KS OKAf RNB)
by the gandmother. The grandmother, according to Tabea, would also like her to get

married, but there is no pressure from her to do so, in fact it could be the opposite since
Tabea provides daily care for her grandmother. They are a poor family with the graneimoth
receiving a destitute food basket from the government, amounting to P450 (£45) per month,
as well as her pension of P220 (£22). Tabea spends her time looking after her grandmother
and the children; the other adults in the household contributing to tinafces have low

paid work?. The reason for mentioning the financial situation is that poorer members of

the community seem morékely to be living witlolderrelatives, and hence more likely to

be constrained by the social dictates of elders. In ithésance, Tabea and her partner might

like to considecohabitation, yet this is viewed as socially unacceptadhamther informant

in Rampedi, a 42 year old bachelor who still lives with his mother, expressed his views:

Eohabiting is not good, not goo&upposing one of them passes away,

people will get to know.....the parents will say they do not know why

they lived like that; why did you let your daughter stay with that man?

Didhe pay you? Did he do anythiny®thing andy 2 ¢ A G Q& I LINRof S
Ewven you family members will say is your problemQ

And so, aouple will continue to live separately, when unmarried, even when children are
involved.However, 1 is ventured that cohabitatiommong the 17+ per cent of the
population recorded in the censuis,in the main taking place away from the home village

040 SS hQ[ FdZAKEAY wmdpdy NS Il NR-EypBymerni fisr Siveihyodi2iMiibana@S 2 F
rural villages
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and family and kinand backs up the findings of Mokomane (2006) that population mobility
is a key factor in effecting cohabitation

If a couple has lived together for a while and have gathered tugygproperty and

possessions, there is a desire to marry if only to protect their goods from going to other
relatives in the event of one of them dying. An example of this was found in Old Rampedi
where alapahad recently been imerited by a man in his ely sixties In talking to his

partner of ten or more years, a widow in her early fiftigt transpired that they intended to
YIENNE FYyR (2 Y2@0S KSNB FNRY | K2dzaS GKSe& ¢
expected of her to move to the husby RQa LJX I OSQd® ¢ KSA NJ LINE LIS NI
SELX FAYSR (KIFIG WAT &2dz RAS o0S8SF¥2NB 3SiddAay3
the house she and her partner had built together and the accumulation of goods from over
ten years would kgo to his relatives in the event of his death, if she had not married him.
Likewise, any children from such a relationship would be in competition with other relatives
02 AYKSNRG GKSANI LI NByGaQ LINRPLISNI&E |yR LJ:

wSOdzNYyAyYy 33 (2 .t departury df igarkylaidisavwNaBnmbve away from
arranged marriages and infant betrothal to a freer choice of partner (Schapera 1940, 1971).
The Tswana were considered unique in Africa in permitting marriage with a wide range of
close kin (Schapera 1B5Radcliffe Brown 1950:69) and operated a patrilineal lineage. The
LINEBFSNNBR dzyA2y o6& WH3IyFGAO RSaOSyRIyGa 21
OYdzLISNI mpyTYYyno YR F2NJ GKS WO2YY2ySNRQZ
Griffiths1997:413%, This brought the families closer together, with the prospect of greater
co-operation, and the added bonus that the cattle giverbagadit 2 (0 KS o0 NARSQ&
GKS aANR2YQa ¢g2dzZ R NBYIFIAY 6AGKAY ap&dsayBl YA ¢
W/ KAftR 2F Yé LI GSNYyIf dzyOft ST YINNEB YS> &z
1971:35). The significance of the traditional giving of brideprice has been well debated in
1TAYAKALI 0KS2NASAE YR Aa admaySaRinvdkelhedebt & dzLJIS |
brother is felt toowe to hiscattt Ay { SR &AaGSNJ 2NJ 62 KA& Tl (K
NBGdzNYy 2F |+ RI dz3 K (1% Kdpér,an stvidyingNd@ SdutheinBaniuS N & 2
GNF RAGA2Yy &S Aa 27T NBKSA Y LIA yNRIYE (KS G4 SV EGK/|
The modern significance bbgadiand evidence gathered from within the research area are
discussed later on.

In the past, seldom did a marriage take place with an unrelated family and usually the union
was within the ward or at least the village (Schapera 1940, 1971). The situation is much less
rigid today as a result of the greater movement of people, meetingnaby chance through

105The distinction can be explained in political tergmee Kuper 1987:782

106 Thisassumes the groom has assistance with brideprice from his father or other relatives, who in turn have a
Of FAY 2y GKS WK2dzaSQ> GKIFIG Aazx | RFEdAKGSNI I a | Fdzi
marrying (Kuper 1987). See also Tamtathl 1989:426.
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education or employment, choosing to marry, not only outside the family, but outside the
tribe, and the foundation of marriage has shifted towards a union based more on mutual
attraction: W..the construction of desire increasingdperates on interpersonal relationships
outside the lineag®f traditional family context: it becomes an expression of the(elf

(Castells 2009:299)n the past, the physical looks of a prospective wife were not considered
a4 AYLRNIOFY(O thyd aAWwSEZIRI&EQE KB2 RS yRAY I Yy
YI1SdzLd 2F + 3I22R BAFS dzaSR (G2 6S 2dzRISR | 2
FYAFOoAf AGRQ ¢{ OKAnkIBeNdgs ofiddividual desic ware'subsumediby
familyand conmunity interests (Cole an@ihomas 2009).

The rise of premarital relations, following the disappearance of paygy, were analysed by
Comaroff andRoberts as being a natural progression for wealthy and ambitious men in order
02 YFAYQOGF Ay QUIFTRA yNBLa 21dENEOASEay DT T Y T O @ ¢ K S
1970s from a legal perspective, and most probably observed cases broughtkgdthe

Their conclusions were no doubt especially applicable in a time when women and children
were productiveand useful at thanasimoand cattle post, and whom men sought to control

for their own means, yet it is more difficult to see how these sexual relations acted as a
means to augment political and social standing in the community (ibid) particularly since
bogadihad not been exchange@omaroff andRoberts (1977:114) state that marriage is
WFEYOoATdz2dza Q YR | a& &adzOK YSy dzaS G2 GKSANI |
aidrasS 2F WaSNAIf Y2 ydpinavidoa bf refatyonsBips thiGuNIeidgg2 NR 2
tied down to the final stage towards marriage and thereby, so it is alleged, benefit from

these relationships in progressing their careers. Gulbrandsen (1986) challenges these
findings, alleging that affinal relations were more a source of pidéétension than support,

and concludes that men indulged in pr@arital and extramarital relationships not as a

means of securing affinal links, but simply for the enjoymenmhahy sexual exploits.
Comaroffandv2 6 SNJi 4 Q RS a ONJR LJitoreof a busindsdax Soliticalidéabin (i NJ-
which love and attraction has no place, although they do concede some unions may be on
GKS oFara 2F WSY2U0A2y It &l GAaFlIOlA2YyQ GKAC
(1977:118). Alverson, writing aroundthe ¥ S G AYSZ O2YYSyda aAYAftl
aSyiuAaySyida 2F t20S IyR O2YLI GA0AfAGE | NB ¢
MCMO® CNRBY | ¢2YFyQa LISNRLISOGIADSY (GKAA Aa
chance for them to exert some influy OSY W¢KS OF LI OAGe (2 Ayal.
O2y FSNE LR2SSND oW 0142y HamMHYYyOL 2N I a SELX
FaaSNha GKS ARSIFE 2F [3SyoOe gAGKAY Fyeé 3A¢
Extramarital relations were a source of mftict, and Schapera expresses in stark terms how
difficult relationships could be within marriage:

WLY 6S y26 NBGASs 3ASYySNItte GKS &aSEdz f
and wife, it is, | think, evident that there is a good deal of
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maladjustment, to whichabour migration has obviously contributed

greatly. If | appear to have stressed the unhappy marriages too much,

and to have paid little attention to the happy ones that do also exist, it is

because the latter, so far as | could judge, are comparativedy Feew of

the women | got to know well enough to talk to on this topic pretended

to be living harmoniously with their husbands. Almost always there were
complaints of sexual itteatment or of infidelity, and the characteristic

female attitude wasone diBa A Ay A2y NI GKSNJ GKIy 27F
1971:189)

Ddzt 6 N YRaSyQa NBaSINOK (G422 FTAYRa tAOGGES Wi
2F (KS Kdzaol yRQa NBf dzOGFIyOS (2 3IABS dzLl) KA 2
womanising. There isvidence that this manifests itself as physical abuse in the form of
assaults and beatings inflicted on wives (ibid).

It was once the case that anyone who showed reluctance to marry was seen as being disloya
G2 OGKS . F{13ratlr Ay al KRdal @A di 26 102 yO2NR DARI SNEIR
GNRAOSQ o6{ OKFLISNI MdpnnI MPTMYOHOD LY | RRAG?
authority of their father and were less highly regarded than husbands and wives (ibid):
marriage was given high status and veaicipated and accepted as a matter of course by

all. To a certain extent, the same distinction is made today between married and unmarried
persons, in that there are certain public and familial duties at ceremonies and celebrations,

at which a person whbas not gone through the marriage process, is sidelined and in effect
receives a personal slight. Generally, socialisation to marriage is such that anyone who fails
to marry is deemed not to be man or woman enough. It is argued that for many women,
marriecdS Aa aSSy Fa W ONMXzOALf YSIya 2F aSoOdzN
(Mokomane 2006:35). In gender termbgetboy marries the girl, not the other way round,

and not marrying each other. This stands today in that a woman must wait to be asked to
marry, and the practice dfogadienforces this.

The act of marriage in Botswana and most of Africa is processugaasdthrough various
stages which are negjated at every point (Bledsoe arRRison 1994). Thisiieferred toas a

Wa U | bécddmiy&ther than as a state dfeingQCotaroff andRoberts1977:114). Itis a
bringing together of families, and in doing popvides a support function and structure for
the couplefor the future.Under the 1970 Marriage Act, couples may register with the
District Commissioner and legally be married following a period of notice in which their
intention is publically displaye@he alternative is a customary marriage in which the couple
register at thekgotla (a breakdown of the number of marriages registered in both locations
since 1995, albeit with gaps for semears, is given in Appendix 9
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Figure 8 A gathering fopatlo

The markers along the way which are recognised milestones in the quest for marriage may
vary somewhat within the differennerafein Botswana (Griffiths 1997); however, the
LINEPOS&aa Kla fAGGES OKIFY3ISR FTNRY { OKI LISNI Q2
recognisable by Bakgatla living in Mochudi today: firstly, the parents of the boy go and make
themselves known to the parentd the girl and state their intentior8’. This is called
Piy201Ay3aQd Lia LizN1}2aS Aa G2 F@2AR (GKS S»
NE2SOGSR 08 (KS 3IANI Qa LI pdBoftra® &FS|T fKI2E
handin marriagé YR w6S3 F2NJ I OFflolakK 2F g G§SND
¢CKAA SyidlFaAta I RSt S usudlpapatdiaBuicle orisdine ot Q& 7
Ot2al8 NBfIIGADST L dza Fy20KSNJ YSYOSNI 2F (K¢
who, in turn, then discusses the proposal with his wife and other family members, including
0KS IANI Q& YFAOASNYylFt dzyOf Sao

1074 OKIF LISNI NBO2NR& GKFIG Ad Aa GKS o62eQa FFOKSNI gKz2
1994:131) and subsequently discusses with close relatives, particularly the maternal uncles. Today, the
involvement of the mothers m&s a degree of gender equality

Myy2gy a WiKS aSS1TAy3IQ o6{OKILISNI mMdpnanZ MPTMYpMO I
precedes cohabitation.

1090Only members of the family who are married themselves are permitted to partagatia
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Figure 9 The final stage gfatlo

CKSNBE F2tt26a | ydzYoSNI 2F YSSGAy3Ia o0SiG6SS)
they talk about the suitability of the couple and the amounbofjadithat is needed and
GKSOGKSN) GKA&a Aa Ay OFaGdtS 2N a2vyS 20KSNJ T3
YR aS@OSNIt Y2yidkKa YlIe Sfl LlaS @$me NBL5R). RS
LT GKS LINRPOSaa A& adz00SaafdzZ = GKS INR2YQA
GAYS (2 o0S 3IAGSYy (GKS TFAYylFf NBaLRyaSzI |yR
SalLISOAlFfte 6@ KSNI Yl (8NPAEE&SgzFdreSandizl BridrR 6 |
G2 GKA&aX GKS o02eQa LI GSNYyIf |dzyds LI dza | y+2
AAYAEFNI AGNRY3I 2F YSSGAy3Ia YlLe Gl1F1S LXI OSs
considered a recent chande traditional practice (ibid). Today, quite often women are

involved in thepatlo discussions from the beginning when the uncle or relevant relative has
RASR 2NJ gKSYy (GKS 3IANI Q3 FlIUGKSNI Aad RSOSI &St
change, since the traditional practice as related by Schapera did not give womerepade
FNRY O2yFANNAY3I GKS LINRPLIR&alIT | FGSNI GKS YS¢
consent:

WeKAA Aad R2yS (G2 aK2g O0KIF O Pl&& IFANI A
06 KSNBE YSy KroAdGdzZ tte arxdox odzi G2 GK
properdoYF Ay Q ombpnnZ mMdptmMYpobo

U ¢

This reflects the clear demarcation of the spaces of men and women, and shows how the
defining and gendering of roles also significant within thpatlo process. These are still
observed today and when women are involved, as ndtel 2 S > (G KSe& | NB WK
YIEESaQd G | gWAylat WIKS(H 2yamaDnasssticdse de@ilvés dzNS
FNRY 020K &aARSaszx AyOfdzZRAy3dI YSYOSNBR 2F (KS
child, you can take her, take hiving, and if you return her, return her while she is still
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FfADPSQ O0{ OKILISN} mMdpoyI mMphpnYmMomMOZE (2 GKAOF
E2HHLQAY 20KSNJ g2NRaAX WgS GKIyYy]l €2dz2Q 0A0ARL
social and pulic recognition, which is achieved through the series of meetings. It is

noticeable that the male relatives are separate from the female family members, some of
whom are required to sit upon blankets on the ground, whereas the men are given-seats

the ubiquitous plastic chaird®.

Figure 1¥ W¢ KS WdzZRASYSy (i Q

Dow andY A RR NB Ppabaldlci-existarée KfSvomen and men [which] manifests itself

in separate role assignments for women and men as well as actual physical separation at
public gatherings. \@Wmen and men can still be observed seated separately at funerals,
SSRRAYy3IaT OKdzZNOKSaz RA{13I20GfF O60GNROIFET YSSihi
is not only gender which is significant, but also age. Senior men are given due deference by
yodzy 3SNJ YSy > aSSy Y2aild 200A2dzate Ay (KS YSy
2004) where the senior men with more status sit in the inner circle, the younger ones on the
outside(see analysis on age, Chapter Four)

Far from the wedding being the restage, there typically follows a lengthy engagement.
Schapera tells how several days aftatlox IA Fia oAff 06S 06NBdIAKI
MPTMYpoU®d® WEKS F22Ra 02dzaKIQ> 02YY2yfteé 1Y+

110The Setswana word for rain mila. The national cry gfulais heard at the conclusion &fotlameetings,

LJzoft AO AL GKSNAYy3IE YR OStSoNIGA2yas YSIEyAy3a wWtSa
Botswana since itissuchadrycoNd® @ LG A& |faz2 .2d0aélylQa dzyyiAid 2F O
(Denbow and Thebe 2006)

e OKIF LISNI NBFSNE (2 FSQ

A a Ay SNA2NJ adtddza Ay S¢
Kdzaol yR8 KIF& KA& adGz22ft 2NJ OKF AN

omMmgpnnIE MPTMYdpUL
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initially from animéa skins, beads and other ornaments, and later to dress material, blankets
and shawils for the bridéo-be (ibid). These small gifts placed an obligation on the girl to

abide by the decision to marry, and these were reciprocated through the hospitality and
warmth of welcome2 ¥ G KS 3IANI Qa FrYAfe& (2 GKS LINEaL
1940, 1971:73)Today, the gifts have escalated in value and, as well as presents of clothing
for the girf'?, the family often asks for clothing for the parentsicles and aunts, and other
AGSYa adzOK a WwoSRa yR 3AFa fFYLAQ 6az2l12Yl
daunting amount of money for a young man.

0 0
3709°07:3

Figure 11 Typical gift of German print material for the brid}}be

Schapera describes a foer couple of events, the first when the prospective husband is
F2NXIFffe OOSLIISR o6& (GKS 3IANI Qa LI NByda Iy
when a celebration of freshly brewed bé&fA & 2 NHI yA&dSR o6& GKS 3IAN
membersof his family (Schapera 1940, 1971:54). This ensures the engagement of the couple
is formally recognised, and it may be at least five years before the wedding itself takes place.
During this time the two families cultivate friendships, exchanging smedlemts of food

112 A girl is likely to receive German print material (Figure 11) to be made into a wedding dress, together with
matching headscarf, blanket shawl and large pin. These represent a traditional marriage outfit.

113Beer is brewed specially for celebratory pusgs such as the handing overbaigadi and is an important

part of Setswana culture
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and drink and ensuring invitations are given to any feasts and family celebrations taking
place. The opportunity today for such social events is eagerly aw#ited

Sincemarriage is grocess not an event (Comaroff aRedberts 1977:112), dre is a blurring
around the edges, which has probably contributed to the stretching of the understanding of
WY NNAF3ISQ>S WO2y Odzo Ay lF3aASQ YR WO2KI oA¥ I Az
is a protracted process that can take longer thdiedime, and one can be more married or

f Saax RSLISYRAY3A 2y @gKSNB 2y SSchaperakejatedihng LINE
by this stage, the boy and ghfiINE NB FSNNBR (2 | & WKdzaol yRQ |
SI OK 2 i K SilND [Waesea thoiigh & marriage process has not been completed

7

(1938, 1994:132). Durij the engagement, the couple dref f 2 6 SR G2 O2KIF 60A
FlYAf @ K2YSY 3K ANKStRagieda] 0948, 4 9f.1Beating W mind that pre

marital pregnancy wasocially unacceptable indlearly twentieth century, it waat this

point that the girl was likely to become pregn&t often more than once, before she and

her husband moved tthe conjugal household in his natal ward (ibid).

¥ L 5
4’ i ﬂﬁg_,;;‘q;?_‘-: £ , '

-

4

Figure 12 Further pictures opatlo

The key factor which determines the legitimacy of the traditional marriage is the giving of
bogaditi 2 G KS IR Niis 3 éneasured’ii iutbers of cattle (or sometimes sheep as
well) which varies depending on differemterafecustom, but is usually between¢2 head

W FLANI @ NBOSyd O2yadzYLIiA@S 3l (K IINIQY IK AOKIES K $ EC
Thera Rasing, is now a common aspect of getting marrieduthsntral African countries. Friends and

relatives are invited to a party at whichthe brittwo S NB OSA @PSa& AATFia 2F ({AGOKSy
fA1S (GKS o0loe &aK2gSNE WO2yGNROdziSa (2 O HeBae2y a il NHzO
ARSY(GAGASAQ OMPPPYHHY D

WeKSNBE gl a |y SELSOGFGAZY FNBY GKS 0628Qa Tl YAte (K
process was complete. This has transmuted today to a prevalence and social expectation of pregnancy among
young unmarried women, one of the highestesa in Africa (MacDonald 1996)

W5 dzNAYy 3 GKS GAYS 2F [ Sy ias S QcgadivésksBFeRidyidt a hieNd®d My dc
result of missionary pressure. Schapera indicates that the fact that an epidemic of rinderpest was decimating

the herds at the time was a contributing factor (1938, 1994:146). After a period of around ten years, the
practiceof bogadiwas reinstated, once the cattle numbers were swelling again (ibid).
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of cattle''”. The amount and timing of theogadiis not subject to bargaining according to
Schapera (1940, 1971:7#) This view probably stems from a time when there was a regular
amount forbogadi recognised and accepted by members of the tribe which for the

Bakgatla, was two head of cattlé Brideprice in Botswana has been considered
WONFrRAGAZ2YIFEEE £26Q O0YdzZLISNI mpyTYMNNnod | F
enough; it is just a gifa thank you gift. It was suspected if someone gave more, say, Six,

eight or ten cows, then they wersellingi KSANJ OKAf R (2 0SS | 6dzaSRc
undoubtedly social pressure to do the right thing, such ithgtou ae a wealthy person, you

would notwishtobeseena¥ A aSNI @ d | LI NIAOALI yiG Ay (GKS
described howbogadiis taken by the uncle for the purpose of safekeeping for the future of
KAa araiSNDa OKAft RNBYY

Whebogadiis accepted by t§ 6 NP (4 K SNJ 2 F thér;KeSlooks2 YI y Qa Y
FFGSNI GKSaS OFLGadtS FyR YI1Sa adaNBE GKI G
need anythingone of the cattle can be sold and the need met. Also at

the time when his nephew marriebe gives one of the cd# as part of

the brideprice, and when hisiiece gets married he kills one beast, cooks

some food and takes the meand head of the cowtoh& A & § SN a LJ | OS
as contribution to the wedding. Then he is also given the head of the
beast that would have been killed for the wedding together with other
F22Ra0dzZFFa yR GKIFIG A& gKeée Ay {Sda
SFGSNI 2F GKS KSIFRRQ 2F KAa araidsSNna

Historically, within the Bakgatla, the transferringbafgadicould be at any stage, even many
years latet??, yet for most traditionamarriages, the presentation of the cattle is a key visual

We¢KS ydzYoSNI 2F OFGiGtS 3IAPSYy aKz2dz R 6S S@Syy wSI OK
SIFOK 20KSNX 6{ OKILISNI wmdpoy > ™papayyimeaight(Eecd 281d)l £ y dzY o S
uwe KS Kdzaol YyRQa LI NByda 3IAGS Fa Yirye oOFGdtSe |a
Comaroff (1980:168) and Comaroff and Roberts (1977). The acceptance of the situgfi@ng#hat theylike

and canis characteristic of the Batswana culture lmdtho.

WeKS YSyQa F20dza 3INRdzLI O2y F A NI SR aléiaid fémala:lye melddowi £ Sy 3
was supposed to be used for ploughing and the female one was to be milk#wkfchildren of the nely

wedded couple.

120 Simon Roberts carried out a survey in Rampedi in 1973 in which he found that there had been sixty
marriages celebrated since Schapera had been there in the 1930s and oftibgadjhad been given in forty

three, nobogadiin ten, andthe other seven he was unable to establish the situation.

During fieldworkn 2010A Y hf R wlk YLISRAZ 'y St RSNI & g2YlLy gl a Ayl
bogadiwas given, even though they had lived together for very many years and had eigintichiShe said

financial constraint prevented them marrying, andlsmadiwas given by his people after his death, according

to customary protocol. This then allowed the family to recéyegadiin the event of one of the daughters
marrying.The followhg account was taken from a participant of the bead jeweltaaking focus group:

WY1 O02NRAY3 (G2 Y3IILadtlr Odzaliz2Yz GKSNB NB OFasSa ¢
patlo when | was still a little girl but have not givbogadiup to how;some have even
died without givingoogaditherefore notmarrying. In Kgatla custom a woman whose
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aidlr 38T NBIFNRSR 6AGK SEOAGSYSyYyil o0& GKS 2fF
GKSe& LRNINIe |yR 3IABS SELINBaarzy (2 GKS f ¢
1994:125)A8 2 dzy' 3 A Yy F 2 NI Shefthie bilidbl2IS fe@NBdR tfiat $ke is the wife

for whom cattle have beegiven in broad daylightyith people witnessing that and she has

pride of place in the society. the cows demand that there be a celebratibd

parents have gone througbatlo on her behalf is given some form of respect in that

aKS A& asSSy la | LSNaA2YW 22 KSW kedlce { FIQF$ yRS $K

worst comes to worst and nlebolais given she may be regarded as marriedtlo

would have taken place in her fawg and while there would have been no wedding

KSNJ LI NIYSNI FyR aKS g2dzZ R KI @S 0SSy KIF@Ay3a OKA
fit tf SR 6AGK GKSANI OKAf RNBYy® 2KAtS adAatt adleAiy3
go school, finish school, work and eventually get married themselves while their

mother still awaits her own wedding. Sometimes the couple could find their own plot

andbuild a home for themselves arldeir children even when nwedding has taken

place

At other times if a man dies without givibgpgadiK A & NBf I 6 A @284 Yl & 32 GKS
NEBfFGA@Sa G2 Fal GKSY G2 Frtt2¢ GKSANI RFdzZAKGISNI
their dead son and she would just stay there and never come back to her home again.

| SNJ OKAft RNBY ¢2dzf R 6S aSyid F2NI FyR GKSe& g2dz R
OKAf RNBY g2dz R adGAft dzaS GKSANI Y2OUKSNRa adzNy I Y
start working they may giveogadifor their mother and so access the use of their

FIFIOKSNRD&D &dz2NY I YSo
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Figure 13The arrival of théogadi

And so, he giving obogadiis of symbolic significance as the final act determining the status
of marriage. Today, since people from different tribes are marrying each other, there is no
single tribal guidance and no standardised figurelfogadiacross Botswartd!. This has

probabB O2y iNR O dzi SR (2 GKS Y2NB WyS3z2diaAaldSRQ
nature ofbogadiis changing as everything is given monetary value and inflation sets in.

As the approach tbogadihas changed, the main purpose and meaningaifo appearsto

have shifted from being a gentle bringing together of two families, to what now amounts to

a financial agreement and transaction. The change is recent and there are obvious
sensitivities around it. Most informants referred bmgadiin the pastasbe® W3 A @3Sy Q3
Wy SI20A1F0SRQ 2NJ WLIFAR 2dziQd Ly O2yGNFaidsz I
business and that the amount asked fobiogadio & | 3 A NJin(drticNas thé G A @S &
uncles- creates a financial struggle for many youngmmespecially nowadays since it is seen
more as an individual effort in contrast to the past when other family members usually

O2Yy INROdzGSR® ¢KAA LI NGAOdzE  NJ LAYy G NBFE SOI
from an interdependent extendetimily structure to one that is more individualistic. This is
affirmed by a comment made by an older woman in one of the focus groups:

Patlohas changed a lot nowadays. As soon as the parents have agreed
onthebogadiit KS YIy A& AYYSRAIFIGSt@ (2fR GKI G
and this implies that the man must immediately make means of getting

12110 June 2012yiembers of the House of Cligeunanimously agreethat bogadishould be regulated and
standardisedlIt was stated that the high brideprice required of men had led to a high prevalence of

cohabitation and a decline in the rate of marriage. Out of every four women in Botswana, one is married, one
tAGSa Ay | Wwall ot S O2KI®2AKIFGIARGR2IYUCA 20yKA foSa Si1SHY2 af YASZESA A2
regulation ofBogad = ™ June 2012, Issue: Vol 29, No 8)
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togetherbogadi marrying as soon as possible thereby taking away his
GAFS YR OKAf RNBYy®Q

More recently arguments have surfacemlincrease the level dfogadisuch as the wif¢o-

be being more highly educatepthe more educated, the higher the price demand&dThe
greed of relatives in seeking higher and higher levelsoghdiis seen to have a direct
impact on the frequency aharriage and responsible for its decline. As pointed out by
Shipton (2007:121), every man is potentially a giver and a taker in the social scheme of
brideprice. It is a self perpetuating system of social reciprocities in that no one is going to
willingly give up the opportunity of receivingogadi especially if they have been in the
position to deliver it. Yet, as shown earlier, the givingpagadiis much more than this and is
deeply embedded in cultural pride and significance. In defence of the peamfttmgadi Dr
Unity Dow, giving a lecture in Mochudi in June 2010, said,

WdbdgddiorlobolaA & G KS GNI YyaFSNI 2F 4SEHEGOGK FNR)Y
GKS FSYFfSQa FlLYAfedYy TFlLYAte (G2 FlLYAfe@o
[in Western societies] repsents the giving of wealth by a man to the

G2YILYY AYRAGARdAZ € (2 AYRAQGARIzZ f ®Q

Here, Dow, although emphasising the importance of family in Batswana marriages, places
the significance dbogadias a love token, variances of which are used across the world t
mark such unions.

In emphasising the role of family in the process and life of a marriage, it is a common belief
that if patlo is not followed, a marriage is more likely to fail and end in divorce. Any couple
that marries withoutpatlo are said to marryithout the blessings of their parents, which
indicates the social pressure to follow a traditional route to marriage. Families are consulted
over any problems occurring in the marital relationship; usually the uncles are involved, and

it can be regardinguite trivial matters. Even before the marriage ceremony is over, the
ONARS YR 3INR2Y IINBE IAPSY O2dzyaStft yoyl@daoe
69fttSOS HAamMMOD® ¢KS GAYAY3I 2F (GKAA Widzi2 NRA )
during the wedding when the bride and groom are in their traditional outfits (Skeapter

Seveln. Essentially, the bride is told to be tolerant, meek and turtiradkeye to any

infidelities of her husband; the groom meanwhile, is advised against physically abusing his
wife and to ensure he consults with her. Similar gendered themes run through songs

chanted at celebrations pogiatlo and during weddings (ibid). €he are obvious

122 Sse alsoJohnson 1998:226 on womentime & 2 dzli K SNY t KA f édudafibn/isshaw nbtrodyNS Wb &
considered to be '‘pusaka’ (anheritane), but also is oftemelated to the inflationary amounts of brideealth
now being demanded for women.'
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contradictions to a gender equal relationship and it is thought such advice rituals act to
perpetrate a patriarchal approach to married life (ibid; Griffiths 1997).

Schapera describes a situation, similar to today, where matrimonial @ispea I NS WRS'|
FANBROG FG | IFTGKSNAYy3 2F GKS (62 FrYAfASE
satisfactory resolution, the case used to be taken to the chief (previously, this was the ward
head) (ibid) and again reconciliation would be atfged, and any punishment and fines

metered out. Divorce was a last resort. This process was usually so successful at bringing the
couple back together, that very rarely did a union end in divorce, however, Schapera details
some specific cases (ibid: 26% andbogadiwas specifically ordered to be given back to the
YIyQa FlLYAfte Ay OlFlaSa ¢oKSNBE GKS g2YlFy RAR

Many informants mentioned the rising divorce rate in Botswana té#fand how it was a
disincentive to marryThe participants in focus groups thought there was still a stigma
attached to being divorced. According to Schapera, divorced women were viewed as

Wdzy RSAANI 60t SQ> IyR O2yaSldsSSyidte ¢SNBhd Saa
background to this is not only based on the fact that balance of blame for failed marriage
tipped towards women, but that marriage represented the marriage of families, such that if
bogadihad not been taken back, there was always the possibilith@itan and woman
I3SGGAY3 o0F O] G23SGKSNI Il AY D -idtK-SANBR 2S84 |y X (X
(ibid: 271).

Men, from focus group discussiorsgemed to think that women benefitted more financially
from divorce and remarriage than men, whicbuld be the case if typically women married
WAY O2YYdzyAideé 2F LINPLISNIEQ |yR (2 ZRereY2 NBE 1
were the following comments

W is a real struggléo raisebogadi and while men are givingpgadi
women are divorcingrad going back to their familieQ.

W2YSY INBE NBYINNEAY3I | 20 YR &a2YSUGAY
on to her third marriage and every time she divorces, she acquires
property from the husband

123 From 2006 2010 divorce cases registered at the High Court were: 2006:715; 2007: 893; 2008:955;

2009:966; 2010: 1172 (Botswana GuardidfhF&bruary 2012)in comparison, the divorce rates in other

developing countries, such as Vietnam and China, have increased by almost 50%,20058 0 C¢ X W+ A S|
62YSy adl NI (2 oRNBpgmbeR20€12 NDS (62205 c
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A separate property regime used to be more ustfahsmentionedby Schapera, in which

0KS O2dzLd SaQ LJ23aasSaai@lse 199)Sandall thagddds\NaRvSnian a S L
owned could be taken away by her in the event of divorce, except any cattle she might have,
sincethese had to be left to be eventually inherited by the children (if there were any) (ibid:
268):

W ye LINPLISNIeE | g2YlyYy wiKdzagé Ll2aasSaasSa
I OljdzZANB AT A& YySOSNIt221SR dzZLl2y Fa LI NI
cannot use it withouter authority, it cannot be attached to pay his

RSodGasx FyR Ay OlFasS 2F RAG2NOS: akKS Gl

In recent times, the main reason for divotéehas been cited as the abuse women suffer in
a relationship (Maundeni 2002). Respondemtfampedi believedraincreasing number of
divorceswereas a result of pressure placed on a young couple arising from financial
problems from loans taken out to pay for the cost ofmege and wedding celebrations, but
| could find no evidence of this.

SR 2011704702 08:53 AM
g w ;.“.. v"‘-' Al N

Figure 14 Beer br'ewed for guests gathered foatlo
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24¢KS FfOSNYIFGABSIINBABNOGZQEdzLNKRE N2 G2 GKS al NAGFE t
assumed control of the assets (Griffiths 197:185); after 2004, following divorce, property is now divided equally
250 S3AafFiA2Y LINPGARSE F2NJ ANRdzyRa FT2NJ RA@2NDOS | a u
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Returning topatlo and betrothal, with such a very long drawn out marriage process, it is
hardly surprising that a relaxing of former social taboos, such as pregnancy before marriage,
hasoccurred, iOS> &4 2yS AYyF2NXI Yyl O2yFANXAZI WbS
SR 201 Yleé& y20 KIFILWSY F2N GgSyide &SINBRHQ
children are being born out of wedlock, with fathers often failing to take parental
responsibiliy. A law was introduced in 2011, against fierce resistance from the House of

| KASTasx (G2 SyadaNB GKFG | FFEIKSNRaA ylFYS Aa
to this bill centred on a view that men would be publically humiliated by womamahg

them as fathers of their children! It may be that forcing men to face up to their parental
responsibilities will also lead them to face up to their responsibilities to get married, and
thereby reduce the numbers of men unwilling to comniihere isan expectation from

young people of both sexes that once married they, andrtpartner, will remain faithful.

The recognition of thisy some men leads to reluctance to give up their-prarital freedom

to live and act as they please, as confirmed bygh2 € 4 Q F2 Odza 3 NP dzLJY

Before marriage you would have had unlimited freedom, you could go
out almost three or four times a week since you do not have anyone to
consult regarding your time. But once married the first thing to go is
freedom, you can no long@o to bars or visit friends without consulting
your wifeQ

CSGx Iy F3S Aa NBI OKSR . AdNagedandivagigdndmabINA 2 |
in Rampedi described her understandmigthis:

Wccording to our traditiona woman cannot fare her huband to marry,

KS KIFa (2 FSStlankhdgeY:Syr YIRNIK & AalFSesa qal o |
& (0 dzR @ A gbaforekgSttily married, you have to know one another.

It@ not traditional, but there is that factor. These days it has changed a

lot ¢ youngerpeople getting married in 20s¢ and after 2 or 3 years

unlike before.

[Why marry so late when everything seems to be in pladaybe they

[men]KI @S (2 0SS LINBELIINBRI SYHnkehi@y A& 2 0 aL
tradition ¢ a woman is always ready to mmg, yet a man will always

come up with excuses, like, we need to do this first and that first.

Men feel that women only look at a man for what they can get

materialistic. This is probably why men say they are studying her.
Women have to prove themselves before they get margéww she
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copes under pressurefamily events and whether she can cook for large
numbers.

Men are under pressure to show that they have married the right
woman. Used to have arranged marriages, toMv a wife can come

from anywhereQ

One of thecommonly cited reasaor the decline in marriage in Botswana is the exorbitant
costofitallg KA OK y2¢l RlFI&8a YIAyfe Frftfta 2y (KS Yl
appears to be an escalation ekpec¢ation and competition, a tendency twonspicuous
consumptionand the greed of relatives. Within Rampedi, a man talked about the situation

with his own family:

WwS3AFNRAY3I Y& az2yas GKSe INB y2i YI NNE
have the means it is too expensive. The cost tbgadiis not

necessarily too hight is the wedding, food, clothes, etc that is very
SELISYyargSoQ

Another informant expressed outrage at the demands made by one fé&fnifiystly, bogadi

then clothes for all aunts of theyoungmany R 2y (G KS 3JANI Qa &aARS:Z
both maternal and paternal aunts and uncles, and then, all the expenses for the grand
weddingct & 6020GK KA& LIXIFOS YR KSNEZI FyTRe 6§KS Y
clothing for the relatives was guy to cost P70,000 (£7,000) alone, and so the young couple
declined to go through with the marriage. Rather than taking the alternate course and

jdzA SGté& ISGIAYI YIENNASR Fd GKS YFIAEAGNT (S
purported that coupés often find themselves living together, yet unable to finalise these
discussions.

An informant in Mochudi told her story:

WL g2dAd R KIS tA1TSR I 6A3 $6SRRAyYy3II 0 dz
wanted to get married in the December in that year, tngears ago. In

the end we went to the District Commissioner. We cancelled the tent,

caterers, etc. Maybe in a few years time we will celebrate properly. The

negotiations involved the uncles and my uncle was too busy and so it

YSOSNI 320 a2NISRPQ

The indivdual cited here came from a fairly wealthy and educated family; a lessoffell
couple may not have been so determined since they would probably have more to lose in
WI2AYy3I AG E2ySQd ¢KS Ay@2t gSYSyld 2F FI YA

126 ¢ FAaLISOG 2F GKS YENNRFISS (KS J22Ra IAGSy G2

TNRYS y2(soaimhine2as 2F (KS 6280

Qx Qx

KA
02YS
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maNNA | 38 Ay . 2646l yl o { OKbogdSilkdd vafiduid dghdry R4 = W
FSIFOGdzNBa 2F YEFENNAIFIST O2yFSNI OSNIFAY NRIKI
20t A3 GA2ya dzZllRYy GKS gAFSQaQ o6mdn n lisavu T MY+
their power over the couple to either make demands or, before the marriage process begins,
to reject the proposed partner for such reasons as ethnicity, culture, and so forth. It was
thought thatone family could reject another because it was notrséebe wealthy enough

to make any provision to the other famil@ften in reality it is families that prevent marriage
taking place.

Another aspect which is an important part of Tswana life and may be instrumental in

delaying marriage is the necessity Bohome which the man, in his traditional
WoNBIFRGAYYSND NRf SI P& {2808:77Y, in Bedchibing Calibbéay (i
family life, highlights the connection between building a life and ahdd®:Sa LIA G S | €
pressure from the churcht wasn't having children that usually led people to marry. It was

only when one could demonstrate one's ability to have some sort of house of one's own that
YIENNRIF IS g1 a AadSt&yhanlisin lingdkaEnbésithapa,he may be waiting a
longtime before becoming the head of that household and be comfortable with bringing a
wife home.A distinction is made between wealthier families and those lessofklKlaits

(2005) rightly identifies gender inequalities as exacerbating the delay of mariiathat

women are often dependent on men materially and when those same men are providing for
their parents and other members of the family, in particular, unmarried sisters, they are
reluctant to marryg usually financially unable to meet costs of tmarriage and wedding.
Likewise, his family may wish to deter him from marrying in case his support for them
diminishes. Klaits also cites the case of difficult relations between a woman and her mother
in-law, and how she might wish to remain single toidvamily conflict, relying instead on
WAAAAOGAYT LI NIYSNBQ YR KSN) 26y OKAf RNBY ¢

By way of concluding the chaptet can be stated that marriage is still viewed as socially
desirable and yet is experiencing many obstacles and resistéedave deady

established in Chapter Four, that the social indicator of adulthfoodvomenis through
motherhood which has taken over from marriage. This minimises the social imperative to
marry by a certain timeHowever, as pointed out by Van Dijk (2013), ttahdd through
marriage is different and related to authorityor instance, being able to pécipate in

family affairs. Bth these social indicators of adulthood are regarded as vétd.traditional
marriage process provingdurable and immutablén the face of modernising influences,
andunwilling to adapt to changing economic and social circumstances. The following are
reflections on olervations gained through fiehbrk:

Firstly, attitudes to marriage in Rampedi are not homogeneous. There apijochea
significant incidence of young couples of similar age (mid;20&l 30s) deciding to marry
and for reasons of love. Mostly these modern couples are living in the government housing
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part of Rampedi, and manage their finances and households togdtheontrast, more
traditionally orientated men, often older, appear shy of marrying in that they feel the need

G2 WwWilr1S GAYS (2 &aGdzRéQ | LINRPALISOGADS GHA TS
seems to provide grounds for suspicion and uricekty 1 @ @ ¢ KS Y2 NB Wi NI R
fSaa tA1Ste KS Aa G2 YINNE dzyt Saa KS TFAYR:
ASYRSNI NBf I iA2ya LRAYUG-YOR2SOIBEEGOWF2NRNBYBHG2Z)
Kidd 1994:1).

Secondlythe biggest impact on the decline in frequency of marriage seems to be economic:
the wealthier the couple, the easier it is for them to marry. Poorer couples, or more
precisely, poorer men, struggle to find the resources to fund a marriage: buildingne, ho
payingbogadj and all the expense of wedding celebrations. Even though legally, marriage
can be executed with a minimum of cost, society demands an established process is
followed, and if a certain standard cannot be attained, it is deemed best natteonpt it.

Thirdly, marriage is constructed around consumptiBogadiis out of the reach of many

poor men, yet the main expense is in the wedding celebrations, driven by the greed of
relatives and competition of consumption felt most acutely by the btme. Men in

particular are burdened with the expectation of providithe finances for a celebration and
feast which will not only receive family and public approval, but compare with or surpass
other wedding events. Young couples newly married in Rampedi revealed a sharing of this
financial burden. However, the desireNd | Wg KA GSQ 6SRRAYy 3 cO2YSa
their empowerment has translated itself into an escalating expectation and demand for
material consumption, underlying of which is the understanding that this is a measure of
love shown for them.
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Chapter 7¢ Thesocial mix of nuptial celebrations

Young people of both sexes aspire to an idealised model of marriage and family life, and the
wedding is an important signifier of thiShe wedding ceremony itself usually takes the form
ofanexchan§ 2F ©@2¢a 0 (GKS S5Aa0GNAOGO /2YYA&aaArzy
drinking and entertainment at the homes of both sets of parents. The timing for each of

these elements can be several months apart or over a period of a few days. If aneng ti

apart, the registry of the marriage will be a standalone event, followed by a small

OSt SONY(2NE FSIFad 6AGK FlLYAfE YR FTNASYRAC
betrothal ceremonies, which appear to haseffered little change, wedding ceremies

have altered greatly, for the introduction of Christianity brought with it European marriage

NA GSa | yR.A edeSpaditipardiSoaedf the focus groups purportetiat

wedding ceremonies wergreviouslynot commory seen

Y Xodtlo of olden days was really problematic. In those days the Kgatla
custom believed thapatlo was actually marriage because at that time
wedding ceremonies were not held;was such that whebogadiwas
given it was seen as the conclusion of the marriag&atitMarriage was
then conducted at th&gotlaby the Chief and there were no marriage
OSNIAFAOI 6SadQ

Figure 15Marriage of Chief Khama 11, Old Palapye in 1896: photograph courtesy of Sandy
Grant

N
o

{ OKIF LISN} omcpnns mprmYTHO GFfla 2F (o

LIS
more common one undertaken by poorer families in which a coupl& €06 A G I S

ety
= o
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K2YS>Y IyR 2y0S FTSNIAfAGE A& LINRJSREmedawsS |
long asbogadihas been given. As can bessdn the photograph (Figure ) 5dating back to
1896, Chief Khama 11l of the Bangwato tribe married his bride, Sefhakwanein, at a church in
hifR tFflFLRS AY | WegKAGSQ dBesRveddiBgd ard Rvérsidr | &
2F (0KS WLINRBLISND ¢gKAGS 2yS FyR GKIFIG AF | O
take out a loan, they usually defer getting mardi&d The wedding celebration is seen as

LI NI 2F WIKS N aAlyisbeiayhafriesst HNybuadipeaplé @ andigk 4 K )
2012:193). A young man in Old Rampedi describes his situation:

NY Oy

Wal NNALF3IS Aa (22 SELSYAaA2HByday. R
We, Tswana, believe bogadi We have to have a celebratign was
helped by my brothers. If | was alone, it would have been a very big
LINPOfSYDP L (2fR GKSY L ¢FyidGSR G2 3ISG Y
money, so brothers came together to see if they could help me. At the

beginning | was not planning for a white mage, | was going to pay

bogadi- YR 32 (G2 GKS 5A&a0NAROG /2YYA&aarz2ySN
OSNIAFAOIGS YR €SIF@S Al G OGKIFGZ odzi
0SOldzasS Fff 2F dza Ay 2dzNJ FlF YAt & KIF @S K
you do as well as ushey came together and contribute.

o}
N
<
w
w»

The wedding celebration takes place on two days which can be consecutive or up to a week
LI NI 6RSLISYRAY3A 2y RAAGEFYOS G2 0SS GNI @St f
0KS aSO2yR I UKfSlows M# groSe3N\aRtRe Yraldional &ndl dstoric
YENNRFIS NAGS 2F GKS 462YFyQa RSLI NI dzNB T NE
Kdza ol yRQa® ¢2RI & (KA A& -cenire delebNifbs ieisistgakhyuge £ A O
inthecaseofth  y Qa K2YS 6SAy3d RSSYSR G22 FIN I g
one locatiort?®. The significance of the celebration in two places is also recognition of both
families and a bringing together not only of immediate and distant family, but the local
communities as well.

The wedding is a big consumptieeent. In the words of Douglas afgherwood (1979:43),
WwAldz- €4 FNB O2y@SyidAzya (GKIG asSdad dzl ¢

manage without rituals is to manage without clear meanings.... More
effedive rituals use material things, and the more costly the ritual

2a2NBE Y2RSad 6SRRAYy3I& R2 (F 1S LXIFOST LINRPalAOIftte C
$SRRAY3 gKSNBE &2dz OFlyy2id 3ISi yAOS F22RQ® a@heyi . I (a
take great pride in not appeang poor.

128There is also a growing trend in Gaborone to hold a wedding in one central venue, and hotels now offer
wedding packages. In these instances, wedding invitations are being issued to a chosen number of relatives and
friends, whereas previouslgny number of neighbours and friends would automatically have been welcome to
attend.
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trappings, the stronger we can assume the intention to fix the meanings
i2 0SQo®

It appears that this is what is happening here: a wedding is an occasion for the whole
community to take notie of, not only to enjoy, but to participate in the marking of a

significant lifecourse event. Neighbours, friends and relatives are invited to learn about the
other partner in the marriage and about the couple together: what statement is being made
aboutwhat sort of person he or she is, and how they interact together. Consumption is used
Fa | YStya G2 RAaLIX @ GKS 02dzZ) SQa ONBRSYy
the wedding, social relations are rejoined and sustained, and acceptartice néw link to

another family is cemented.

Schapera talks of the traditional practice of much feasting which lasts all day and on
subsequent days (1940, 1971:65). However, it is a different consumption which is

highlighted when he is describing the coMtéJ2 NI NB W LINPtHat»NthigS RR A y 3
LIdZNOKF SR 0AO0OARO® 1S areéa GKS INR2Y ¢2dz R
and for the bride, a dress would be made together with a veil and other items to make up

her costume (ibid). Today theide and groom wear more than one outfit, often more than
three changes in a day; some couples have been known to have five changes of outfit.

Figure 16 Changes of wedding outfit

¢KS ONARS a0l NIa 2dzi 60GKS FTANRG REeé& G KSI
and veil and subsequently changes to alternative forms of dr@sste often one or more of
the outfits will bepresens fromuncles or aunts (ain the red drss in Figure 1)6The
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maternaluncle holds a special and respected position in the family as pamdniter and
conciliatof?®, and ideallybogadishould go to the uncle which he is supposed to hinld

custody for the children of hisister When hisniec& S a YI NNASRX KS Aa
KSNJ I RNXaa FyR AG A& | WIANBIG K2y2dz2ND F21
attending as having many changes of outfit.

' y20KSNJ RNBaa oAttt 0SS | WiNI RA imateriglmade@in2 y S
South Africa (shown in Figure & the blue outfit)*°. Usually this dress is made from the
material given as a betrothal gift, followipgtioz FNRY (G KS Kdzaol yRQa 7
detailed in the previous chapter. The bride usuatyg a matching head scarf, a blanket

shawl and a large safety pin which all constitute the traditional outfit. Across Botswana,
WIiNI RAGA2YQ Aa dzadzZ ffe RSY2yailiNl}(iSR o0& YI(
Europédy g KA OK Aa Iy (KR wiTEa e hidMiess is the last

one the bride will wear and this is deliberate so that she is wearing it when she receives her
WwO2dzyaSt t Ay 3 ¢ B discsse@furthdr onaTm/Bakgdtla bride wears special
earringsO | f RkBsBngW ¢ KA OK YSlIya WwWiy2g GKFEdG L Y YI
takes part inpatlo discussions as a married relative, she is expected to wear them.

The nature of the fabric used, such as silk or cotton, adds to the distinctiveness of the
individual dresses. The groom will have corresponding changes of outfit which follow the
chosen colour scheme; so too will the maid of honour, bridesmaids and groomsmen (and
flower girls and boys). Sometimes the bridesmaids dresses are the same stgletioes

0KSe@ RAALIX L& | ONBFIADBS AYRADGARIzZEE A&AGAO A\
mixing the two to create a contemporary styled outfit in German print materidig. white
wedding dress is sometimes hired as a means of keeping costs-&o The significance of

AG 0SAYy3 SKAGS adevyozfAaAyd WOANBAYyAGEQ K2f
SOSNI RART a2 (22 (GKS aévyozfAray 2F WY2RS&alc¢
increasingly become a mubktive bridafashionitem. As pointed out by Otnes ariRleck
OHnNnnoVI WEKAGSQ KIFIra 0SSy NBRSTAYSR 3t 20l ff

1291f an uncle is deceased, an aunt would often assume his familial duties.

130The use of this particular cotton material is symbolic of the Bakgatla tribe. Althougiviailable today in

different colours, the Bakgatla still prefer the original colour of blue.

1311t is only the Basarwa or San who will probably claim animal skins as their traditional clothing (Grant 2012),
yetWO dzt i dzNaftén erRertaiéntat pubic commemorative eventswill invariably consist of a troop of
youngmen and women dressed in animal skist KS dzdS 2F f SIFGKSNJ ¥F2NJ 1KSa$s
FOOSLIiFotS F2N¥ 2F RNBaa F2NJ I ye 2y Stsonhiatoricdl NIl A Odzt | N
background of dress in Botswana, see Grant (20224, in which he states that the avagarde clothing of

GKS OKASTa NBYSItSR GKS RSAANB (G2 WFAL AYyQ O6gAGK G
than lookingback.

132The origins o6German print material date back to nineteenth century Ewwap textile manufacturers. The
researcher had a dress made in this traditional material and style by a local dressmaker in Rampedi for the cost
of P450 (£45)

133 A respondentn Rampedi said she had paid P1,900 (£190) to hire a wedding dress for two weeks in 2008. A
wedding planning company promoting themselves in a major shopping centre in Gaborone cited the purchase
price of a white dress at around P4,000 (£400) and thatdpioine would be half that price.
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Denbow andlrhebe (2006:159.25) are somewhat contradictory in saying that if the bride has
been married before or ha¢/ Yy dzZYo SNJ 2FQ OKAf RNBY GAGK &z
0KSy akKS gAaftt y20 ¢6SFNI I ¢gKAGS RNBaa Wl a
findings in Rampedi, leads to the conclusion that if a woman has just one child with another
man, she an still get to wear the white dre¥¥. It is mae likely, in line with Denbow and
¢tKS0SQa aaSNIiAz2yas GKFEG G2 0S YFENNASR F21
dress as an indication of the significance and social importance placed on the ot®asion

O\¢

The subsequent bridal outfits, following the white dress, are exquisitetlyindividually

designed and made up using different materials to produce a unique effect. The outfits,
020K ONARS YR IANR2YQAZ UNIYaT2NY GKSY Ayl
complement each other, yet more than this, through the different adjes) they express

their respect for tradition (and their tribal roots), and a means of producing and maintaining
kinship relations. Also, they show their desire to appear fashionable, embracing a variety of
modern styles. The outfits have symbolic meannegresenting modernity, kinship and

OGN RAGAZ2YZ FYRXZ aAyOS Of20KAy3 Aad a2z WSYAy
chosen, manipulated and appropriated to reveal individualistic and innovative self

expression. Where there used to be prestagached to European style dress in the early

days of introduction (Comaroff 1996), now it is the traditional outfit which is just as highly
regarded and the focus of innovation and creativity.

-

Figure 17 The Praise Poet

The guests are generally dressed in the following manner: older men wear suits and tie, the
younger ones, more casual attire, and the women, particularly the older ones, wear dresses,

B G Aa AYOGSNBadAy3ad KFG {OKFLISNIZ Ay NBFSNByY
FNB GKSy tSaa Stlro2NriGS (KFy gKSNBE aKS Aa ai

0SS G2
u A
1351t may be noticed that the bridenithe pictures is expecting a child within three months.

ff W d:
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or skirts and topsand headscarves made from German print material,, ahcbld enough,
traditional blanket$3®.

Another element of tradition is the inclusion of a praise poet who stops at the gate to the
lapa2 ¥ 0 KS ONARSQa TFlLYAfeY 60ST2NBE (GKS 6SRRA)
praising the wedding couplehik is apparently done to invite the ancestors into the lives of

the couple and to relate to everyone present, their lineage. Much gesturing takes place and
pointing of the knobkerrie (stick). Botswana has strong aural traditions in verse, stories,
songs ad proverbs (Nitza et al 2010) which are used to communicate and educate. Proverbs
I NE dzaSR & LI NI 2F (#Sayd@D2dZACKEAFITESE )
both bride and groom before the wedding day is over. Married female and mizitves

(usually maternal aunts and uncles who have been involved ipdlkle process), retell

proverbs (to the bride and groom respectively), often related to cattle, which instruct on
marital and sexual relations and behaviour (ibid). The advice gsvaurported to be based

on traditional gender roles in which the wife is expected to look after her husband in
performing domestic duties and to show tolerance, ignoring any infidelities he may indulge

in, whereas the husband is lectured on the importan€@roviding protection and financial
resource for his wife and family. He is also advised to consult with her and encouraged to
create a partnership, albeit a rather unbalanced one (Ellece 2011). Evidence is given that
a2YS e2dzy3 LIS2 LI St NHAQ NRA by YORaz1ase | yR
2007).

Figure 18 The choirs

Traditional wedding songs are popular and most of these focus on the bride and her
feminine values (ibid). They often carry messages of advice for the bride and graeell as
as being entertaining, and, the fact that everyone can join in, there exists a communal
participation in the giving of guidance to the couple (Nhlekisana BDOhrough song and
dance, the new couple are socialised into their new roles as husbandiénibid). There is

136 Traditional clothes like this are calleshteitshe
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dzadz- t €& | OK2ANJI O2yaradAayda 2F YSYy FyR 62Y¢
tKSe R2 y20 adlryR adAtft G2 aiaydaz NI iKSNE I
NEKSIINESR OK2ANAR 27 HgaN@ndeted @prapchyossucivsingimyY m o 1
back in the 1930s.

The wedding couple along with their entourage of bridesmaids and groomsmen are

expected to perform a special sequence of dancesiad the open yard (see Figure)1@nd

for this, popular music isften provided by a DJ or band, or piped through from a sound

system in the house. The wedding group will have taken dance lessons for several months
beforehand to ensure they can perfect the dance steps. Their movements have to be

uniform. After each chage of outfit, more dancing takes plackhis form of dancing has
developed into a more formal and stagganaged prformance over the years in contrast to
Scha N> Q& | 002dzyiida FTNRBY (GKS mMdponaWRAy wBKSS OKD:
the girls ehearse songs and dances for the coming celebrations, many of the songs having
9dzNR LISy GdzySa yR S@Sy 9y3afAadK 62NRaAQ 0O M
gathering in the courtyard, where the younger people continue to sing, dance, and make
merd Y dzy dAf AG A& fF30SQ 60AGARYTANUL®

The visual display of dancing and costume has become a polished performance for both men
and women. Schapera implied it was once girls who initiated and tde&dain dancing.
Nowadays, an accomplished dancer, usufiéydance teacher who dhis particular

wedding is male, heads the wedding line and leads them round the yard swinging in all
directions in time to the music. The wedding party has a large auejeveelled with people

from the local community, and when they move into the marquee for the meal, guests, both
men and women of all ages, then join together in dancing and singing traditional African
az2zy3aoe 'a Aa 02YY2y | ONBragQ ! FANRD2 ¢ K XK\ NIBS 2
not sing and dance (Nhlekisana 207t is done spontaneously when the individual is

inspired to do so. And so, it is argued that such stag@aged prearranged dancing on

behalf of the wedding party goes againketspirit of communality and solidarity, and their
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dancing invites comments, complementary or adverse, from the spectators (ibid). Also, such
dancing from a bride is not always considered appropriate; some think she should be more
demure in her behaviouilid).

B e o {1
.,‘ i“'ﬁ ‘— ‘_‘) e LBl J vll | ’v‘ )u.

Figure 201Inside the marquee: the top table and decorated place settings

¢KS YINJjdz§SS Aa 2yS 2F GKS WOY2aarvriaAey® §f
according to Van Dijk (2012:197). His argument is that such consumptive diaptay

evidence of class aspiration in young people. There is certainly rising prosperity and
informants in Rampedi point to a sense of competition amongst young people when it

comes to wedding festivities. The detail and sheer volume of material and rildeuh as

well as flower and table decorations, is impressive, and this follows a style that can be seen
elsewhereg public commemorations such as the opening of a new public building, or public
celebration of some kind’, will have a tent decorated withrsilar swirling white material

and covered chairs, which are reserved for dignitaries and the main players at the event. At
0KS ¢gSRRAY3IAZ (GKS G2L) GFo6ft S ie MilemBINIBIR F21
best man and matron of honour. There isecond tent, open at the sides, which is not laid

up with tables, but has many plastic chairs and is used by members of the community, since
by tradition, a wedding is open and anyone is welcome to attend (NhlekisandR@d7

which there could be up ta few hundred. Here people can be shaded from the sun and

enjoy eating and drinking.

B dzOK Fa t NBAARSY(GQa 5@ 2NILYGSNYlLGAz2zylFE 22YSyQa
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Fa :
the feast

Figure 21 Preparing

Food is of utmost importance and has always been a core element of wedding festivities. A
respondent abne of the focus groupsommentedr WL G Aa | @2ARSR {4 |
O02YS (2 GKS 6SRRAy3 02 dzAm sdtiieie @& cogichidigiatiiEs K |
of food and soft drinks, as well as bottled anaditional brewed beer, and there is a

specially designed & YIF RS WoNARFf OF1SQ 6KAOK A& NBO
traditional desigi®. The maternal uncle is expected to provide an ox for the feast, and there
may be more animals slaughtered. The preparation of meat is carried out by a team of men
who are friends of the family. It is cooked in large iron pots for several hours, then the bones
removed and the meat pounded to produseswaashredded meat). This is a Setswana
delicacy which is eaten on special occasions and served with a variety of saladss such
coleslaw and beetroot.

Figure 22 A traditional bridal cake (photographed by researcher)

138To purchase a bridal cake is P4,2@0000 (£420400) according to a wedding planning company in
Gaborone. A modern designed cake usually has tiers and flowers in icing, whereas a traditional cake will
illustrate certain tribal elements, such as a repleearthenware pot (see Figure 22).
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Figure 23 Traditionalseswaawith salad; bridal cake at Rampedi wedding

Since the cost of the wedding is so ldi§eloans areoften taken out The wholewedding

process has the potential to become more commercialised with the availability of wedding
organisers to plan, contract and orchestrate the events and feasts. As mentioned earlier,
there is a growing trend in urban areas to celebrate a wedding imenéral location in

which guests are invited through an invitation system. This transforms the underlying
meaning of the Tswana marriage, not only the physical sense of a woman leaving her natal
FILYAfe K2YS (2 GF 1S KSNJ LitdisOtSe opeh fakidipationicdk S F
the whole community, the communal giving of advice through singing traditional wedding
songs, and the social relations and feeling of belonging to that community.

Some wedding guests bring presents, but not many, andetlags noted down; wedding
lists do not exist, but this might change along with developments as detailed above.

139 Focus groups put the cost of a white wedding at P50.80000(£5-6k) for clothes, food, entertainment,
marquee and settings= ' Yy 5A 21 Qa NBaSFNODK Ay YlyesS OAlSa GKS T1
three times the salary of some of his interviewees (2012). Such extravagant consumption is not unique to
Botswana or even AfricaCynthia Werner (1997) describes a society in Kazakstan in which it has become so
expensive to marry that the majority of yog couples elope. For other examples, see Otnes and Pleck (2003).
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Figure 24 Keepiné a record of wedding presents gieh

Some young couples getting married today hire professional photographers to takeegict

at a place of their choosing. The wedding couple in Rampedi relate how they tralostied
kilometresto aNS O2 3y AaSR LIAOGdz2NE @SydzS OFff SR WiK
LI NIlé OK2a$S (G2 0SS LIK20G23INI LK S éessith ds yiesiof U K ¢
firewood, old farm implements and a nomadic style hut.

Figure2¥ W¢ NI RAGAZ2Y I Q 6SRRAY3 LIK2 G2 3NI LKA
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Again, the concern with tradition and tribal roots is revealed. What is also interesting in the
photographs is the separation of two groups of people: firstiywleelding paty, comprising

the best manmatron of honour and vaous bridesmaids and groomsmgand secondlythe
principle relatives, the parents, uncles and aufsse Figure 26 The two set®f people are

not photographed together either here or later on, implying a significant social dithde
young from old, global from locahodern fromtraditional. It points toa background of

rapid social change and difference.

|

Figure 26 Group wedding photographs
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I gKAUS 6SRRAY3I Aada OSNE YdzOK | 62YFyQa RNJX
particular. This is not unique to Botswana, and it is argued that women have moreoheed
WNR G dzk £ NB O2 Pedk200®).y\Mdethértthis ys $hé caseybtRihere is a definite
@8SENYyAY3I F2NI I o0A3 O2yadzYLIIAGPS OSf SONF GAZ2Y
O2dzLJ SQa NRYIFIYyOGAO t20S> YR YIFINJa GKS &aai3dy
Within the Rampedi wedding, small details pdim a focus on the bride, such as the
GSRRAY3 OF1S 0SAy3 OFtftSR WoONARFEQI YR GF
different dresses, the changes to the outfits of the rest of the wedding patttye colour

scheme, material fabric and stykeset by her dress. Yet so much of the wedding process
demonstrates the bride and groom operating as a couple and this can be seen so clearly in
the elaborate dancing performed together.

A wedding in any society is illustrative of different strands dbhysand culture (Johnson

1998; Otnes anéleck 2003) which are often difficult to interpret. Van Dijk (2012) describes
0KS ¢agltyl gSRRAY3 a | Waz2O0Alt 020101 At Q
people encounter in organising such an evert, W K Wl yS¢é YAEGdeNB 2 7F
and global, traditional and modern, and part of a civil system as well a®flre rising

O2 vy & dzY S Nibid191). T edvhitd @edding is paid for and organized by the young
couple, albeit with help frontheir friends and family, and there is a sense that this is very
much their showThrough the wedding celebrations, the young couple are not so much
seeking to demonstrate social status or wealth as to express themselves as a couple, being
careful to uselieir abilities to pick up the various strands of their culture, bringing both their
communities, families and kin together. The lavish wedding consumption is an
202SOGATAOFGA2Y 2F GKS O2dzL) SQa t2@S F2NJ ¢
relationship sought.

In concluding the chaptegne has to marvel at thexciting material displaysvhichall
O2YyUNROdziS (2 YF{AYy3d WAYTFELIOGA2YENE Ayaidadidec
2012:11). It is indeed a flamboyant display of consumpty@t is more complex than a mere
show; it isthe utilisation and manipulation of consumption whiahms tocombire

traditional and contemporary elements, displaying creativity in representing and bringing
together various strands of family and communéyd personalised seéfxpression, to
celebrate in styleThe social mix achieved by this younger generation is clearly illustrated in
the various weddingutfits. Materialsare chosen, styled and appropriated to expréss

vital linksof modernity and global style, kinship and family, and tradition and ethni¢gy,

all this is under threat of changeandwhen the event ceases to openly involve the
community, and witnesges and participants in this consumptive banquet kamgted.
Gonsumption may be the catalyst whichives a symbolic change in the style of nuptial
celebrationsand breaks the link to communal belonging
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Chapter 8 Obligations and communality in funerals

WSFfOGK A& y20 LlaaSaaiz2yanhavesdsl f 6K A& |
many worldly possessions and others would call you wealthy, but if you
do not love people and people do not love you, then you are poor. On the
other hand you can have no possessions at all but have wealth in the
sense that you love and arevied by a lot of people, many people can
love you for just who you are, and, by the time you die, people will be
amazed at the turn out for your funefal
LYF2NXIYOG AY aSyQa C2«

The historic and cultural belief in death held by the Bakga#a that there wa another
G2NI R a2YSGKSNE dzy RS it rdefidd heyalid ShliEpeda LIS NE
1940,1971:274). They believ@WA y (1 KS adz2NBAGIf 2F GKS RSIF R
they died becamea spirit which exded a powerful hfluence onclose relativeslive on

earth (ibid). The world of the deadwiia @SNE AAYAf NI G2 GKFG 2°F
spiritscontinued to do what they did when alive, such as farming, cattle ranching and so

forth, yet dictated the fortunes® f A @Ay 3 RSaOSyRIyidad | SyOS:
favour, no opportunity was lost of propitiating them. The worship of the dead was in fact the
2dzi a0 yRAY3I FSFGdzNBE 2F Y3IAFLGftF NBEAIA2YQ 0
paternt £ | yOSAG2NAR 6SNB GKS YIAy 3J2Ra 2F | FI
Although huge changes in religious conviction had occurred by the 1930s (ibid), this belief
system ofbadimd“?is still an active part of the cosmology of life of some Bakgatla asecan b
seen in the examples of the inheritance of the powers of the traditional héaésr Katlego

Segare in chapter J@&nd inheritance of the family home (see Mothusi household), even
though most individuals align themselves to Christianity as their pragtisiigiort**

(Amanze 2003; Werbner 2004). Dreams are often the vehicle through which dead relatives
illuminate a required course of action and this takes precedence over everything else.
Interviews conducted in Rampedi show that this can lead to famiputks over land and

property, and often thekgotla'*?is called upon to intervene. The original practise of routine
offerings and sacrifices to the ancestors ceased long ago (Schapera 1940, 1974ddliamul
WNEftAIA2YyQ SldzZl §1Sa yANS AWARAISNWEANB (AR YID 2ISNS Y
though referring to the Kalang® of Botswana, are relevant to the community in Mochudi:

W¢KS RSIFIRY €SFTlO dzyRA&AGdzZNDPSR Ay GKSANJ N
the living undisturbed. However, having found a waydayét the dead,

140 Badimois a term meaning ancestral spirits

141 According to the 2001 census, almost 72% of the population declared Christianity as religious affiliation
142Kgotla - local customary court antheeting place

143The Kalanga tribe is the largest of the minority fidwana ethnic groups in Botswana (Tswana make up
79% of population, Kalanga approximately 11¥#p6://www.cia.gov/library/publications/theworld-
factbook/geos/bc.html accessed on"BNovember 2012))
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the living eventually become concerned to remember them, when
FSStAy3a 6SAIKSR R2¢gy o0& | FFEAOGAZ2Y | YR
Werbner 2004: 139

Current burial practises are very different from the old customs prior &ittroduction of
Christianity and other European influené&sand have evolved further in recent years
influenced by practises from South Africa. What has remained the same is the necessity for
the community to gather, observe proceedings and partakefefat. Attendance at a

funeral of a relativework colleague, friendr neighbour is required of every Batswana and
NEadzZ Ga Ay airA3ayATFAOLNyi A WDEherievebny diweddifgdi A Y S 3
choral competition or public celebration in thegotlaor visit of national politicians

provokes a similar sense of obligaty/ | YR SELISOG I G A 3dy QP Q25NdzZNIKK: SY
AYRAGARdzE £ (G2 2LJ0 2dzi 2F (GKAa LINROS&aa Aa |
(Grant 1987: 141)This oblig#on is also recorded by Schapera (1940, 1971: 157). The higher
0KS ydzYoSNaR 2F LIS2LX S FGGSYRAYy3 | Fdzy SNI f
0dZNASRQ 06az2f20A HAncLI YR O2y@SNEStesx AT
particular iffood is left over, this is deemed a bad situafitin

Figure 27 People gathered inlapain the early morning of a winter funeral

A typical funeral programme is shown in Appendix 10. Relatives, close friends, work
colleagues and other peoptepresentative of some part of the life of the deceased, are
invited to speak about the person who has passed away. Far from a uniformly kindly view of
the deceased, these speeches will strive to be truthful even if that means a less than
flattering accoun of the individual.

At the height of the HIV andlIDS epidemic from the migineties until around 2007, before
the widespread use of antetroviral drugs, funerals were taking place all over Botswana

440 §§ [ OKFLISNI Qa4 RSEAONALIIAZ2Y 2F27TQA &G 2NARO o0 dzNA | f  LINT
W5+ y DSYyYySLI NEFSNA (2 WLISNBR2Ya aechddemiie 6 a pitidyleS NI f  NA
existence, since they are never able to enter the world of the dead or to become incorporated in the society
SaGFro0ft AaKSR GKSNBEQ OMPpHPMYHMY D
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every Saturday and during the week. The demand foragiwas so great that traditions
long practised such as the required timing of the digging of theaat night were relaxed
(Dow andEssex 2010). The high level of burials not only shifted prachigesjso attitudes
and sensitivities to death wereshaped.

Traditionally, the Bakgatla view death philosophically in that it is a logical progression and no
one can change that (Alverson 1978:15). This is reflected in the manner in which funerals are
conducted, although the atmosphere can understandafalgy as to what extent death has
OKSIFGSR fATST Wt NPLISN) NBaLISOU oAff 0SS akKze
A2NNRBGQ ODNIYGH mMpyTY mMnmOd { OKI LISNI NBTFSNE
1971: 276), but such demonstrable and gendesedtiment of grief is nowadays more likely

to be channelled into hymn singing during the different stages of the funeral. An informative
and descriptive account of proceedings of burials in Mochudi exists, written by Sandy Grant
in 1987, and, although therare some obvious changes since this was wiitfethe pattern
followed is the same: the preparations, the community gathering atidipe, prayers and

tributes, procession to the graveyard, the graveside rited back to thdapafor the feast.

In an aralysis of Asante funerals, de Witte (20@&)phasises that funerals have always been

an important part of the social structure in this part of Gharmjraleed across Africa (Jindra
andNoret 2011). Ancestor worship forms the basis of belief, and deatined as

inevitable, is a route to becoming a powerful ancestor. There is a recognition that Asante
funerals are becominmgpcreasingy commercialised and competitive, which de Witte argues
does not detract from the significance of the event, but rather playthe flamboyant social

and cultural side of Asante life (ibid). Funerals are as muchtdife as death (ibid; Bonsu
andBelk 2003), and are used here as opportunities for establishing individual and collective
identities throughextravagant consumpan (Bonsu an@®eBerrySpence 2008).

With regard to Tswana funerals in Mochudi, Grant refers to changes reflecting increased
wealth and a tendency to ostentation, which acts as a marker to differences in social status
(1987: 141). These changes, facilitated by augmented wealth, can be @gitamed by
modernisation througtechnological advances (Jindra addret 2011), such as the use of
more vehicles, and the ease of consumption with, for example, readily available printing
services for the production of funeral programmes. No doubt some funerals were deemed
showier than others, which in light of the Bat@ma modesty obotho, may be explained as
reflecting the eminence of the deceased person. An interesting insight has developed as a
result of interviews with residents of Mochudi which reveals that at one stage a certain

146 Mobile phones (and internet) now used as a means of communicating news of death, tretheelegram

and radio. Expenses documented have increasadypical funeral in Rampedi with 300 people attending costs
P7,000¢ P12,000 plus a cow (valued at-PB®00). 50Q; 1,000 people attending a funeral requires 2 cows or 4
goats, plus a few chiens (Mochudi informant). A number of details in the document are unverified as
customary practice today, for instance, the removal of curtains and smearing windows with ash (Grant 1987:
138). Some customs are partially practised, for example, the shatimgads by close relatives as a sign of
mourning.
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' Y2dzy i 27F W2 ai Sy, if affardaBle/ ahd thi$ was roSt narked and
remembered by informants by the serving of a variety of ti@dlitional, fancy food*’.

However, over the years, informants said, this tendency had disappeared. Nowadays pride is
taken in following a set patterof procedure, a simple ceremony carried out with due

decorum, with the feast for the community of people likewise established in its
SELISOGFGA2yaY GNIRAGAZYLIE FT22R 6AGK y2 alf
grieving, not for making one happQ ®

It is believed that the heavy toll of deaths as a result of the AIDS pandemic and subsequent
burials which peaked around the mid 2000s in Botswana placed a sombre and sensitive hand
on the manner of burial rites. The impact of AIDS affected mangmegdn various waysin

Uganda there appears to have been a scaling back in expenditure on some funerals in order
to reduce costselated to AIDS deaths (Jindra aNdret 2011: 25). In other places, increased
mortality has made it more difficult for commities to dignify death, and as a result death

has come to be viewed more casually (Ranger 2011). Funerals, in Botswana, as major
community gatherings became aligned to the needs of society which reacted against
anything which counteracted the Tswana hunsam orbotho, deeply embedded in the

fabric of society People abided by the maximotho ke motho ka bathor S+ y Ay 3 Wl L
Ad | LISNAR2Y GKNRddzZAK 20KSNJ LISNA2YaQ O0b3gSyce
Tswana sense of spirituality that accotussic respect, human dignity, dialogue and

O2YLJI aaArzy (2 20KSNBRQ 6AOAROLO®

In addition, society was careful not to invoke jealousy or envy, cdileghbad*® (see Klaits

2010: 5). Although the belief mikgaba- 0 K & I LISNARA 2y Qa Y| fsthrei2 t Sy
by envy, can inflict injury on its subjeatiminished as education and Christianity became

more widespread, it undoubtly still exists today (Lambek aSdlway2001; Durham and

Klaits 2002). And in a period of much illness and increasing nsnabeleaths, Tswana were
careful to manage their sentiments so as not to invite further misfortune (Durham 2002). It

is argued that funerals became simpler not solely to keep costs down in the onslaught of
multiple burials, but as a result of a combinatiohTswanéotho anddikgabain reaction to

this crisis of death.

Most people dress well for funerals, but not too smartly so as to offend or stand out
(Werbner 2004): men will often wear suits and women outfits with the obligatory
headscarf*®and in winter the ubiquitous blanké®®. Younger women eschew the traditional

¥t RaE 6SNB YSyidA2ySR a Ly WSE20A0Q &aSNBAy3

148 Schapera describatikgabaas a curse that can be placed on individuals by ancestors by way of punishment
for moral misdeeds (1940, 1971: 2a8d 278. Discussions and other interpretationsdikgabaare well
documented (Alverson 1978: 70; Durham 2002; Durham and Klaits 2002; Lambek and Solway 2001; Bar
2002:36)

149 Traditionally headscarves worn at funerals were black, nowadays they are varioussaolpatterned, or
some other head covering altogether is worn such as a beret
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blanket for a modern coat or jacket. There is disapproval, particularly from the older
generation, of anyone who does not abide by the social norms of funeral dress. Ngwenya
(2004) writesaboli G KS Wdzy AF2NNXQ 2F 62YSy gK2 2NHIY
societies®>which provides visual recognition of their role in caring for the social, spiritual

and economic needs of the community at time of death. The clothing provides a reminder to
LIS2LJX S 2F GKS ySSR F2NJ W2NRSNE RA&OALI AyS:
(Ngwenya 2004: 20). Burial societies reportedly maintained a high membership during the
crisis of AIDS (ibid) and through such institutions social norms were estabigtich

O2y iNROGdzESR (2 (GKS Y2NIf 3IdZARIYyOS 6KAOK | 2

s L

Figure 28 Fad being prepared i-n large potsien and womerseparatelywaitingfor a meal

The typical Mochudi funeral has, for the time being, tuinis back on ostentation in
contrast to the Asante funeral which presents a picture of conspicuous consungaich K S &

150 Comaroff (1996:25) writeabout the distinctive Tswana 'folk’ style and how it lived on 'in the form of a
store-bought blanket, as a crucial element of 'tribal' costume.'

151 Burial societies are local mutual aid institutions which provide social and material relief to members at times
of death in the family. They are usually run by women, although men participate too, and are regarded as:
YodrddY2RSta 2F ORWYdlyYy R & deHiudi I RAGDALR 0 A  HyPBROparH 0 ©
month to belong to a burial society, which then provides a coffin, iron grid, hearse for funeral and P800
G261 NRaA T22R 2y RSFGK 2F Tl YAt @& Y SovidgSonturrently &ith I R |
Fdzy SNI f O2@SNJ 2F AyadcaNIyOS LRtAOASAE I RYAYA&aUSNS
(Makgala 2009:41)

e a
R o
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are great public events, where families compete for prestige and respect by showing off
GSIHEGKPDPDDPO O6RS 2 A0 KIzZRAN h NEP VEESINBdra 3 IRly a4
ODNI yi mMdpyT0O YR 2LILIR2NIdzy AGASE F2NI 6S02 YAy
obligation to attend funerals channels large numbers of people to participate in such
occasions, and they are by natune apportunity to socialise. And from the point of view of
GKS FLYAfte 2F GKS RSOSIaSR:I GKSNB Aa LINBa:
obligation of close kit¥>. Following the funeral service and burial, and return to e, the
emphasis seem® be in feeding everybody: men on one side of i&yga, women on the

other, servedoy their respective younmen and womerirom the family who form lines to

pass dowrplates of food Trestle tables strain under the weight of stacks of plates which are
individually piled up with meat and accompaniments from huge metal bowls which in turn

are filled from the large black cooking pots. Meat from a cow slaughtered the day before and
cooked overnight,s served shreddeds in traditional Botswana fashipwith samp (maize

and beans), sorghum porridge and gravy, and one or two potato pigbessorghum

porridge is prepared without it being sour, just plain. There is an urgency to get a plate of

hot food to everyone present. Many people help produce and disteiltie food and the

operation runs like a welbiled machine. A little later, a representative of the family
yy2dzyOSa G2 SOSNEB2yS (GKS NBlFrazy FT2N G4KS |

{ OKF LISNI Qa I+ 002dzyd adlrdiSa GKIFIG Fff LIS2LX S
and unseasoned porridge, then the following day, or soon after, only relatives and close
friends would be invited to partake of a feast of ox or goat (1940, 1971: 276). The two meals
appear to have amalgamated over time to provide one big feast for dh@day of the

funeral. However, there exist post dzNA | £  NRA (dz £ & adzOK | a Wdzy @
6b3IgSyel wnannnov FyYyR AYyUOAYl (SBdtheldécSaNdd ¢il), T 2 NJ
not open to the public. A subsequent ceremony, calleajoga takes place sometime

later'>* as remembrance of the deceased person (Grant 1987) which informants in Rampedi
describe as an opportunity to invite neighbours and friends to partake in another feast:
traditional beer is brewed and a cow slaughtered.

In the week in which the person dies, the home is set up for prayers and to receive visitors of
friends and family who carry the expectation of refreshments of food and drink. If they have

152 Noret (2009), researching death in southern Benin, goes further and describes a transactional relationship.
HS NBFSNR (2 (GKS O2y&aARSNIOGES FAYIYOALf 2dzifl e &aK2.
G261 NRa aSddfay3a GKS RSo00Q 26SR (G2 GKSANI FIFIKSN® L
element of grief management imxdone.

153The clothes are washed, ironed and stored away and, after a year, they are distributed amongst relatives,
according to their perceived needs (Grant 1987). Schapera makes no mention of this, yet states that a married
62YSyQa Of20KB8a2F2KBN) YKESNYYAT dzyOft S dmdpnnI MPpT MYH
go to his maternal uncle and family (295).

154 Mogogaoccurs usually a year after the death and marks the end of the mourning period according to
Amanze (2005), yet other commextbrs saynogogatakes place a few days after the burial (Makgala

2009:38).
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travelled far, they will be accommodated overnight, and for the purposekisf the

Botswana Defence Force (BDF) freely loan large green tents. Often a pending funeral is
realised through glimpsing such a canvas pitchedi@apa Schapera relates in detail
WY2dzZNYyAy3 20aASNBIFyO0SaQ 2NI NARGSa 6KAOK I
OKIFIy3aSR @SNE fAGOGES dzytA1S GKS o0StASTa |
279). The basis of mourning is that it isansitional period for the survivors which leads
from rites of separation through to rites of reintegration into society (Van Gerd®&g).

The mourning practises to which Schapera refers are on the premise that those closely
related to the deceased havie2 06 S LJIZNA FASRXI | y R NXBtlorcdoB R i :
0f22RQ® b2 SOARSYOS 46l a F2dzy R AY wl YLISRA
widower regarding behaviour following the death of a spouse, but it is likely vestiges of
practisesSchapera describes exist today (see Amanze 2005223p

(
Yy F

TR ] ” ——

Figure29: Cemetery in Mochudi

The consumption surrounding burial rites objectifies the meaning of death. Through the

ritual of feastingjncludingcommunalpreparation of foodfunerals reflecthe solidarity of
community- respectful, supportive and participative. Food is provided for all who attend

YR WYdzidzr t AG2Q Aa ONBFGSRXE FyR &8S0z 2y (fF
being overreached, not through expense directly lavisbedelf aggrandisement, but

through expectations of provisioning the whole community. Evidence of this was gathered
from informants in Mochud#®.

155 A chicken farmer whose father had died was most concerned as to how he would pay for the funeral costs.
I S 02 YYSy (i SsRhe bad bide of Bswiiia,sbecause it impoverigh the relatives who have feed
as many aturnup.....and they could stay for lunch, dinner and breakfast next(@ssy/ said that the reason for
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Part of the funerary procedure is the move from tlapato the cemetery for the burial. The
cemetery in RampdadVard has long ceased to be used and now consists of a number of
heaps of stones overgrown and reclaimed by nature (Grant 1987). Before even such time as
the formation of the cemetery in Rampedi, people were buried in different places according
totheir SEY Woddd OKAf RNBY $SNB Lidzi AyaiRS LR
0dzZNASR AYyaARS K2dzSa gKAES YSYy 4SNB 2FGSy
2001:156). This reflects the historically segregated working lives of men and wanrdeahe

belief in afterlife in which ancestors would continue in their labgarwoman in looking

after the home, and likewise, a man tending to his animals or crops. Burials nowadays take
place in cemeteries on the outskirts of Mochudi and burial pleitsce outside Gaborone,

are given freely.

Figure 30 Rampedi graves

A significant expense as part of the burial ritual is the coffin (Christiaans et al 2009). Funerals
taking place in Rampedi during the period of fieldwork alleged costs fardfim or casket

of P3,000 P10,000, (the latter for a distant member of the Bakgatla royal family) with the

iron grid and shade around P8(Qtke Figure 31)

At a funeral, the coffin is placed in a prominent position in Iy, having been moved

from the mortuary the day before and residing in the house overnight, usually with-an all

night vigil. It is on display for all who gather for the funeral, and is processed to the cemetery
0ST2NBE 06SAYy3 o0dzZNASR® !y | LILI NBEndidgs ot obffilNI R A C

the highturnoutli 2 KA & ¥ I wds Satibere werzyoSMér funelsin Mochudi that day usually
there are 2083 andthe2 OF f & WALINBIR (KSYasStgSa o62dziQo
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design is that respondents favoured a chealpeking coffin since they were concerned
o2dzi GKS O2adz &S4 waill (dza aheddhdosing A coffrR | &
and holding a funeral service and is often in contraghtr status throughout their liveQ

(ibid: 2887).The tradition of belonging to a burial society or to a chusath a similar

scheme developthe practise of adzy’ S NI NB  WLJ O] | tHeS&@3kew fird ddtke A y O
hearse and contribution towards food: this may have led towards a standardisation of coffin
and one which most people could afford. Yet this does not fully explain the lack of
W2a0SyalraAaz2yQ ¢AGK NB3ILIiNdRed dtétus i knportadtragdq S ¢ |
means of honouring the dead and paying due respect, and that this is shown most
particularly in the gathering of people, in the sheer numbers, the eulogies given by select
individuals representing the community, and by tlea$t provided, not by the extravagance

of the coffin or any other material funerary object.

Schapera (1940, 1971) describes how traditionally the body of the deceased was wrapped in
animal skins, equipped with artefacts needed for their new life, angeldwstanding up, and

how this changed to ensuring that the person was buried horizontally, in their best clothes
ASYSNIffe gAUK y2 2G0KSNJ 202S0Gaz FyR Ay |
LINAYGQ O0AO0ARY HTpPOUL® Mochudg duting hétiind dld@i@vivork Ithiat |- 7
the coffin was covered in a black cloth which may indicate the continuing tradition cited by

{ OKF LISN} @ ¢KA& g2dzZ R OSNIIAyfte NBY2@0S (KS

The material culture of burial refleginot only the cultural values of the time, but also
consumption choices which can be seen in the style of gravestones:

W{ L) O0Sa F2NJ 6KS RSIR I'yR Reé&Ay3a NS | N
conditions of the living, as well as shifting meanings and discourses
about life, for these spaces have cultural and symbolic meaning invested
by the living, representing microcosms of the society within which they
INBE Saidloft AaKSRQ
(Maddrell and Sidaway 2010: xv)

The fashion in graves has moved from an anonymous pile nésfdo one with a concrete

base, metal structure and canvas roof with inscription (on varying materials), through to a
Westernlooking grave in polished granite and matching gravel, and many variations and
combinations irdbetween'>s, Most graves are equipplewith an iron grid and green netted

roof which is believed to provide the body with shelter from the sun. This style of grave has
AGa 2NRAIAYyaAa AYy GKS ¢aglyl WRNBaaiAy3d 2F (K
provide the deceased with comforts their journey to another world (Ngwenya 208%)

156 Dramatic changes in Africa in the manner of disposal and burial of bodies has, according to Jindra and Noret
(2011:7) been little commented on by academics.
WWLG A& LINBAdzYSBKEKBEAdZE2NBYLIRNWIAY2H8KS OF R @SN 6 b 3
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hFadSy | LXIFTAGAO o6200tS 2F 6 GSNI A& asSSy 2y
prevent thirst. Material goods here are used as a means of acknowledging and establishing
the deceased aan ancestral presence (Miller arfdarrott 2007: 160).

Figure 31 Different styles of grave
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All graves face in the same direction following the easst burial tradition (Christiaans et al
2009), with the head to the west and the feet to the east (@rE087; Schapera 1940, 1971).
Christian symbolism has appeared on some of the graves in the form of crosses. Also
flowers, usually plastic or silk, are present on a number of graves not just the very recent
ones. The different styles of grave reflect ateresting mixture of religious belietssome

overtly Christian, others through touches such as the water bottle, state a traditional belief

in ancestor worship. The spectrum of styles also reveals the span of appropriation of modern
materials and stylesf grave which is not chronological. The significance of this is how it
reflects the various attitudes to life and combinations of belief, revealing the quest for
modernity and experimentation, yet experiencing the pull back to tradition.

Figure 32 Further gaves in Mochudi cemetery

In talking to informants in Rampedi, there are no specific times at which people visit graves,
but if someone lives in the city, they may choose to visit their home village at holiday times,
such as Christmas, Easterduring the school holidays, and it is at this time that they may
choose to visit a grave. The usual ritual would be to clean the grave and put some flowers on
it. If the family is unable to afford the desired headstone at the time of burying a loved one,
this will be bought at a later date. They will then have a ceremony for the unveiling of the
tombstone (as mentioned earlier) and much feasting will take place, again involving the
slaughtering of a cow.

On a subsequent visit to Mochudi in May 2013, a texsiness had appeared on the main

road out of the village selling tombstones and providing a repair service for such. The owner
being absent, a relative from a neighbouriagahanded over anarketing leaflet (see

Figure 33. The styles of tombstone showand glimpsed through the windowf the small

W2 T FA OS §) wareGrarRatitiNdifferenofrom the common iron structure and green

netting design of most graves in the cemetery, although conceivably an iron frame and green
roof could, and probably wod| be added as a combinationaibe, as can be seen in Figure

32
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