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An example of relationship between 
the Imperial House (main family) and Miyake 宮家 (branch families)

113th Emperor

Higashiyama

114th Emperor

Nakamikado

115th Emperor

Sakuramachi
116th Emperor

Momozono

118th Emperor

Go-Momozono
Princess Seriko

17th Fushimi-no-Miya

Prince Sadamochi
117th Empress

Go-Sakuramachi

1st Kan’in-no-Miya

Prince Naohito
2nd Kan’in-no-Miya

Prince Sukehito

3rd Kan’in-no-Miya

Prince Haruhito
4th Kan’in-no-Miya

Prince Tatsuhito
5th Kan’in-no-Miya

Prince Naruhito

119th Emperor

Kōkaku
120th Emperor

Ninkō
121st Emperor

Kōmei・Bold persons are successive emperors
・Italic persons are successive heads of each mitake
・Red persons are females                                                              [18-19c]

adopted



Current issue for the Imperial succession
Line of the Imperial Succession

1. H.I.H. Crown Prince Fumihito of Akishino 

皇嗣秋篠宮文仁親王殿下(1965-)

2. H.I.H. Prince Hisahito

悠仁親王殿下 (2006-)

3. H.I.H. Prince Masahito of Hitachi

常陸宮正仁親王殿下 (1935-)

Living Former Miyake

• Higashikuni-no-Miya 旧東久邇宮家

• Kuni-no-Miya 旧久邇宮家

• Kaya-no-Miya 旧賀陽宮家

• Asaka-no-Miya 旧朝香宮家

• Takeda-no-Miya 旧竹田宮家

• Fushimi-no-Miya 旧伏見宮家

→ All of them are Fushimi-no-Miya’s lineage

17 Members of the Imperial Family
・Princes = 3 (3 shinnō 親王, 0 ō王)
・Princesses from the Imperial Family = 5 (2 naishinnō内親王, 3 joō 女王)



Imperial House Law
(Revised in 2026)
• 第九条 天皇及び皇族は、第三八条

第一項の規定による場合を除き養子
をすることができない。

• 第十二条 皇族女子は、天皇及び皇
族以外の者と婚姻したときは、皇族
の身分を離れる。

• 第三十八条 親王、親王妃、内親王、
王、王妃及び女王(皇嗣及び皇嗣妃
を除く。)は、皇室会議の議を経て、こ
の法律による皇族男子であつた者の
嫡男系嫡出の子孫である現に皇族で
ない年齢十五年以上の男子であつて、
配偶者及び子がないものに限り、養
子とすることができる。

• Article 9. The Emperor and the members 
of the Imperial Family may not adopt 
children, except in the cases based on 
Section 1 of Article 38.

• Article 12. In case a female of the 
Imperial Family marries a person other 
than the Emperor or the members of the 
Imperial Family, she shall lose the status 
of the Imperial Family member.

• Article 38. Shinnō, the consorts of Shinnō, 
Naishinnō, Ō, the consorts of Ō, and Joō
(other than the Crown Prince and the 
Crown Princess) may, subject to a 
resolution of the Imperial House Council, 
adopt as a son only a male person who is 
not presently a member of the Imperial 
Family, who has attained the age of 
fifteen years, who is a legitimate 
descendant in the direct legitimate male 
line of a person who was formerly a male 
member of the Imperial Family under this 
Law, and who has neither spouse nor 
child.



Inheritance of Fushimi-no-Miya in the Medieval Times

N 1st Emperor

Kōgon

N 4th Emperor

Go-Kōgon
N 5th Emperor

Go-En’yū
100th/N 6th Emperor

Go-Komatsu
101st Emperor

Shōkō

N 3rd Emperor

Sukō
1st Fushimi-no-Miya

Prince Yoshihito

2nd Fushimi-no-Miya

Prince Haruhito

3rd Fushimi-no-Miya

Prince Sadafusa

102nd Emperor

Go-Hanazono
103rd Emperor

Go-Tsuchimikado

4th Fushimi-no-Miya

Prince Sadatsune
5th Fushimi-no-Miya

Prince Kunitaka

・Bold persons are successive emperors
・Italic persons are successive heads of each mitake
・Ns are successive emperors of the Northern Dynasty                                [14-15c]

adopted



Miyake and  Imperial Succession

Motohiro kōki『基煕公記』Genroku 5 (1692). 4. 23.

(Since ancient times, miyake has 
been existed to produce a successor 
to the Chrysanthemum Throne in the 
event of a contingency in the 
Imperial line. His Majesty [ex-
Emperor Reigen] deplores if these 
are abolished.)

其子細ハ、惣而俗親王家之事者、萬一 皇

統御相續のためニ古來被二建置一候事ニ

候條、斷絕候而ハ 歎个敷被二思召一候間、 



Four Shinnōke 四親王家 System in the Early Modern 
• Fushimi-no-Miya 伏見宮 1409-1947

established by Prince Yoshihito
(Emperor Sukō's son)

• Katsura-no-Miya 桂宮 1589-1889
estblished by Prince Tomohito
(106th Emperor Ōgimachi's grand son)

• Arisugawa-no-Miya 有栖川宮 1625-1922
established by Prince Yoshihito
(107th Emperor Go-Yōzei's son)

• Kan'in-no-Miya 閑院宮 1710-1947
established by Prince Naohito
(113rd Emperor Higashiyama's son)

・limited only four miyake 

・adoption was allowed
・other than heirs became Buddhist monks 
at monzeki temples
・by the Laws for the Imperial and Court Officials [
禁中并公家中諸法度], under the control of the 
Shogunate
・Seating order was lower than the Five Regent 
Families (Konoe, Ichijō, Kujō, Takatsukasa and Nijō)

Kajū-ji Temple
(Monzeki)



Inheritance of Fushimi-no-Miya from the Muromachi to 
the Edo Period 

5th Fushimi-no-Miya

Prince Kunitaka
6th Fushimi-no-Miya

Prince Sadaatsu
7th Fushimi-no-Miya

Prince Kunisuke
8th Fushimi-no-Miya

Prince Sadayasu
9th Fushimi-no-Miya

Prince Sadafusa
10th Fushimi-no-Miya

Prince Sadakiyo

adopted

11th Fushimi-no-Miya

Prince Kuninari

12th Fushimi-no-Miya

Prince Kunimichi
14th Fushimi-no-Miya

Prince Kuninaga
15th Fushimi-no-Miya

Prince Sadatake

16th Fushimi-no-Miya

Prince Kunitada

18th Fushimi-no-Miya

Prince Kuniyori
19th Fushimi-no-Miya

Prince Sadayoshi

20th/23rd Fushimi-no-
Miya

Prince Kuniie

1st Nashimoto-no-
Miya

Prince Moriosa

13th Fushimi-no-Miya

Prince Sadayuki
116th Empeoror

Momozono
17th Fushimi-no-Miya

Prince Sadamochi

・Bold persons are successive emperors
・Italic persons are successive heads of each mitake [15-19c]



Grand Council of State, Meiji 4 (1871). 6. 17

The recent amendment to the law 
abolishes all titles for monzeki 
temples, including Ninna-ji Temple, 
and Daikaku-ji Temple, etc.

※Shinto is a state belief, NOT a 
religion.
(policy of the Meiji government)

Buddhism was excluded

from the Imperial Family 
in modern Japan



Fushimi-no-Miya

Prince Kuniie

1st Yamashina-no-Miya

Prince Akira

2nd Nashimoto-no-Miya/
2nd Yamashina-no-Miya

Prince Kikumaro

3rd Yamashina-no-Miya

Prince Takehiko

1st Kuni-no-Miya

Prince Asahiko

1st Kaya-no-Miya

Prince Kuninori
2nd Kaya-no-Miya

Prince Tsunenori

2nd Kuni-no-Miya

Prince Kunihiko

3rd Kuni-no-Miya

Prince Asaakira

Consort of Emperor Shōwa
Empress Kōjun3rd Nashimoto-no-Miya

Prince Morimasa
1st Asaka-no-Miya

Prince Yasuhiko
1st Higashikuni-no-Miya

Prince Naruhiko

21st Fushimi-no-Miya

Prince Sadanori
1st Komatsu-no-Miya

Prince Akihito

2nd Kitashirakawa-no-Miya

Prince Yoshihisa

1st Takeda-no-Miya

Prince Tsunehisa
2nd Takeda-no-Miya

Prince Tsuneyoshi
3rd Kitashirakawa-no-Miya

Prince Naruhisa
4th Kitashirakawa-no-Miya

Prince Nagahisa
5th Kitashirakawa-no-Miya

Prince Michihisa
1st Kachō-no-Miya

Prince Hirotsune
2nd Kachō-no-Miya

Prince Hiroatsu
1st Kitashirakawa-no-Miya

Prince Satonari
22nd/24th Fushimi-no-Miya

Prince Sadanaru

3rd Kachō-no-Miya/
25th Fushimi-no-Miya

Prince Hiroyasu

Prince Hiroyoshi
26th Fushimi-no-Miya

Prince Hiroaki
4th Kachō-no-Miya

Prince Hirotada6th Kan’in-no-Miya

Prince Kotohito
7th Kan’in-no-Miya

Prince Haruhito
1st Higashifushimi-no-Miya

Prince Yorihito

20th/23rd

Genealogy of 
Fushimi-no-Miya and 
its branch miyake
from the Meiji Era to 
1947



Prince Hiroyasu of Fushimi
Marshal-admiral of the Navy
伏見宮博恭王 (1875-1946)

Prince Naruhiko of Higashikuni
The 43rd Prime Minister
東久邇宮稔彦王 (1887-1990)

Empress Kōjun (Nagako)
Consort of 124th Emperor Shōwa
香淳皇后 (良子女王) 
(1903-2000)

Prince Kotohito of Kan’in
Marshal-general of the Army
閑院宮載仁親王 (1865-1945)



Dual Structure of the Japan’s Family Concept 

uji 氏 (clans) = succession

• Clan name sei 姓
• Male-line lineage (in the main family)
=dynastic continuity (in monarchs)
• Ancestral rituals

• Father-line lineage is must
• Abilities are not required

Ex) Minamoto no 源, Taira no 平, Fujiwara no 藤原...

ie 家 (households) = inheritance

• family name myōji苗字 (or yagō 屋号)
• Family status (positions, court lank)
• Family jobs
• Properties (money, home, territory, etc)

• Male-line, female-line, bilateral descent, 
adoption, whatever

• Sometimes abilities are important
Ex) Tokugawa 德川 (Minamoto), Hojo 北條 (Taira)...
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Thank you for your attention

ご清聴ありがとうございました
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