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Preprints have the potenfial to accelerate knowledge dissemination and
promote transparency in ecology and evolutionary biology. However,
concerns about journal policies regarding prior publication may discourage

researchers from preprinting their manuscripts. Therefore, we identified
230 eligible ecology and evolutionary biology journals, published by
69 different publishers, and assessed both their journal- and publisher-
level preprint polides. At the journal level, 119 (51.7%) of the 230
journals included preprint policies in their author guidelines—either
through journal-specific policies (109, 47.4%) or by directly referencing
their publisher’s preprint policies (10, 4.3%). Overall, 116 (97.5%) of these
journals were supportive of considering preprints for publication. At the
Subject Category: publisher level, 26 (37.7%) of the 69 publishers had explicit preprint
Ecology policies, all of which supported considering preprints for publication.
There were 38 (16.5%) joumnals without journal- or publisher-level
preprint policies, While most journals and publishers were supportive
of considering preprints for publication, instructions for authors, such
as acceptable locations for posting preprints, timing of preprint posting
relative to manuscript submission and requirements to link preprints
to final published arficles, were lacking. These findings highlight
Seywank. opportunities for ecology and evolutionary biology journals, along with

Received: 24 February 2025
Accepted: 16 September 2025

Subject Araas:
ecology, evolution, environmental sdence

Sy SR o e et their publishers, to clarify and refine their preprint policies and instructions
publishers, preprints, policies, instructions, T -

recommendations

Author for correspondence: ]

Joshua D. Wallach 1. Introduction

e-mail: joshua.wallach@emory.edu Timely access to scientific results in ecology and evolutionary biology is
essential for shaping effective policies and management strategies related
to conservation efforts [1-4] and dimate change mitigation [4¢-6]. However,
ecological studies often face significant publication delays [7], and their
results may not be accessible due to journal paywalls [§,9], potentially limiting
their impact. For instance, it has been estimated that nearly 50% of ecological
research remains unpublished [10]. Preprints, which are pﬂelmunan research
reports that have not been peer-reviewed [11], offer a potential solution to
these challenges [12, 13].

Preprints play a crucial role in establishing the provenance of ideas
[11,14,13], promoting transparency by making hard-to-publish studies openly
available [11,14], accelerating the dissemination of findings [11,14,16] and
fostering community feedback [17,15]. Preprints are especially beneficial
for early-career researchers [19,20] who often face challenges in building
publication records to secure funding, scholarships, grants or faculty positions
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[19]. Posting preprints is a well-established practice in fields such as physics [21], mathematics [21] and economics [22], and
recent studies [23,24] suggest there is increasing interest in this practice within ecology and evolutionary biology. However,
researchers often worry that posting a preprint before submitting to a peer-reviewed journal could conflict with a journals
policy on prior publication [25]. Journals and publishers establish these policies to define manuscript eligibility and specify their
stance on preprints, but the absence of dear instructions may make authors reluctant to preprint their manuscripts.

Previous studies have evaluated the preprint policies of journals across several fields [26,27]. A 2020 analysis [26] of the
top 100 journals in clinical medicine found that while most journals allowed preprints, 14 either evaluated them on a case-
by-case basis—assessing whether a submitted manuscript provided meaningful new insights or duplicated existing preprint
content—or explicitly prohibited preprints altogether, According to a study [27] on preprint policies from journals across other
scientific fields, over one-third provided unclear information on whether preprints could be posted online prior to manuscript
submission. In a 2018 analysis [25] of preprint policies from 14 academic publishers, approximately 80% had a preprint




