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Current issue for the Imperial succession

Genealogy of the Imperial Family
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17 Members of the Imperial Family

“Princes =3 (3shinn6 ] E, 00 F)
*Princesses from the Imperial Family = 5 (2 naishinné R$E, 3 joo & I)

Line of the Imperial Succession

1. H.l.H. Crown Prince Fumihito of Akishino
EmMMEE XIZHERT(1965-)

2. H.l.H. Prince Hisahito
&{ZH EBT (2006-)

3. H.l.H. Prince Masahito of Hitachi
EETECHRIEBT (1935-)

Living Former Miyake

« Higashikuni-no-Miya IHERAE =R
e Kuni-no-Miya IHAEBER

« Kaya-no-Miya IBEBR

« Asaka-no-Miya IHEiE B R
 Takeda-no-Miya IBfTHER

* Fushimi-no-Miya IBHIKRER



UN CEDAW'’s Recommendations

“The Committee recommends that the
State party look at the good practices
of other States parties that have
reformed their succession laws to
ensure the equality of women and men
A and amend the Imperial House Law to
o o NEm RS guarantee the equality of women and
men in the succession to the throne.”

(CEDAW/C/JPN/CO/9, para. 12)
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Priest Kings as the Heads of State

Dalai Lama of Tibet Emperor of Japan
(Buddhism) (Shinto)

Pope of Vatican City State ~ Sultan of Brunei Darussalam
(Christianity) (Islam)



Emperors of Japan are priest kings
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(At the Imperial Court, Shinto
rituals must come first and

everything else must come
afterwards.)"
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> Shinto rituals are most important
for the emperors
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Dual Structure of the Japan’s Family Concept

uji IS (clans) = succession ie & (households) = inheritance

e Clan name sei %% e family name mydji & =F (or yago B &)
* Male-line lineage (in the main family) * Family status (positions, court lank)

=dynastic continuity (in monarchs) * Family jobs
* Ancestral rituals * Properties (money, home, territory, etc)
* Father-line lineage is must * Male-line, female-line, bilateral descent,

» Abilities are not required adoption, whatever

* Sometimes abilities are important

/E o . k .
Ex) Minamoto no J&, Taira no ., Fujiwara no sz EX) Tokugawa =1l (Minamoto), Hojo L& (Taira)...



Why are miyake important?
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An example of relationship between
the Imperial House (main family) and Miyake & 28 (branch families)

118t Emperor ) )
Princess Seriko
) Go-Momozono
115t Emperor 116" Emperor

17t Fushimi-no-Miya *o

Sakuramachi Momozono
114t Emperor \ J o
Nakamikado ( ) Prince Sadamochi
117" Empress adopted
Go-Sakuramachi

113t Emperor

Higashiyama
3 Kan’in-no-Miya 4™ Kan’in-no-Miya 5% Kan’in-no-Miya
Prince Haruhito Prince Tatsuhito Prince Naruhito
1stKan’in-no-Miya 2nd Kan’in-no-Miya
Prince Naohito Prince Sukehito
119" Emperor 120" Emperor 121t Emperor
. . Kokaku Ninko Komei
Bold persons are successive emperors

" [talic persons are successive heads of each mitake
Red persons are females [18-19c]



Four Shinnoke P93 E 2 in the Early Modern

* Fushimi-no-Miya (KR & 1409-1947
established by Prince Yoshihito (Emperor Suko's son)
Family job: Gagaku (traditional court music)
* Katsura-no-Miya #£ & 1589-1889
estblished by Prince Tomohito (106th Emperor Ogimachi's grand son)
Family job: Maintenance of Katsura Imperial Villa
- Arisugawa-no-Miya H1fiJI|'EF 1625-1922
established by Prince Yoshihito (107th Emperor Go-Yozei ‘s son)
Family job: Calligraphy
» Kan'in-no-Miva R = 1710-1947
established by Prince Naohito (113rd Emperor Higashiyama's son)

Family job: Waka (traditional poem)



Monarchy and Cultural Diversity

“Culture takes diverse forms across time
and space. This diversity is embodied in the
uniqgueness and plurality of the identities of
the groups and societies making up
humankind. As a source of exchange,
Innovation and creativity, cultural diversity is
as necessary for humankind as biodiversity
IS for nature. In this sense, it is the common
heritage of humanity and should be
recognized and affirmed for the benefit of
present and future generations.”

(Article 1, UNESCO Universal Declation on Cultural Diversity)

United Nations
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Thank you for your attention
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