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Female Emperors in Japan

<Ancient>

 33rd Empress Suiko #{f T X £ (554-628)

e 35th Empress Kogyoku 218X 2 /37th Empress Saimei Z5BAX 2 (594-661)
* 41st Empress Jito Ffi X £ (645-703)

* 43rd Empress Genmei JTEAX £ (661-721)

* 44th Empress Gensho JC1IE X E (680-748)

 46th Empress Shotoku fE{EX £/48th Empress Koken Z i X £ (718-770)
<Early Modern>

* 109th Empress Meisho BAIE X £ (1624-1696)

* 117th Empress Go-Sakuramachi Z{2BTXE (1740-1813)




Imperial Court in the early modern Japan

* All military and economic power
dependent on the Shogunate

e Under de facto control of the Laws

of the Laws for the Imperial and
Court Officials

¢ De0|§|ons on |mp.orl;ant matters
require the permission and approval
by the Shogun

e Court politics was led bJ\érthe five
regent families (Konoe 3 &, Ichijo —
&, Kujo JLI& Takatsukasa i @], and
Nijo —1%)

* The maximum number of branch
families of the Imperial House was

Imperial Palace in Kyoto four




Imperial succession during 18 -19 C

118t Emperor
Go-Momozono

Momozono .
17t Fushimi-no-Miya o o

\\ 117t Empress adopted
\ Go-Sakuramachi

3 Kan’in-no-Miya 4™ Kan’in-no-Miya 5% Kan’in-no-Miya

Princess Seriko ]

| 116" Emperor

114t Emperor 115t Emperor /
Nakamikado Sakuramachi é Prince Sadamochi

113t Emperor
Higashiyama
Prince Haruhito Prince Tatsuhito Prince Naruhito
119" Emperor 120" Emperor
. : Kokaku Ninko
Bold persons are successive emperors

- [talic persons are successive heads of each miyake
+ Red persons are females

1stKan’in-no-Miya 2nd Kan’in-no-Miya

Prince Naohito Prince Sukehito
1218t Emperor

Komei



Emperors of Japan are priest kings
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(At the Imperial Court, Shinto
rituals must come first and

everything else must come
afterwards.)"
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> Shinto rituals are most important
for the emperors
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Kinpisho Z§4#) by 84th Emperor Juntoku |[EEXE



Imperial succession during 18 -19 C

118t Emperor ) )
Princess Seriko
Go-Momozono
116" Emperor
Momozono .
114t Emperor 115t Emperor 17t Fushimi-no-Miya o o
Nakamikado Sakuramachi - Prince Sadamochi

117" Empress adopted
Go-Sakuramachi
113" Emperor married
Higashiyama

3 Kan’in-no-Miya 4™ Kan’in-no-Miya 5% Kan’in-no-Miya

Prince Haruhito Prince Tatsuhito Prince Naruhito
1stKan’in-no-Miya 2nd Kan’in-no-Miya

Prince Naohito Prince Sukehito

- Bold persons are successive emperors Kokakuy Ninko Kome

- [talic persons are successive heads of each miyake
+ Red persons are females



Monarchical consciousness of Emperor Kokaku

* Had an inferiority complex from a
branch family

e Restorated of various traditional
ceremonies

* Attempted to confer the title of
Emperor Emeritus on his father
Prince Sukehito B8{"# £

* Directed the Shogunate to help the
weak people

~>Re-emergence of Emperor's authority,
pioneer of the modern imperial sustem

119th Emperor Kokaku Yt XKE
(1171-1840)



Current issue for the Imperial succession

Genealogy of the Imperial Family
*Doceased,

Emperor

= Prince = Princpss Prince = Princess Prince

Empress
Showa* Kojun* Chichibu*  Chichibu* Takamatsu* Takamatsu® Mikasa* Mikasa
(Hirohito) {Nagako) (Yasuhito)  {Serzuko) {(Nobuhito) (Kikuko) ("Fakahita) {Yurike)
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The Emperor 5 The Empress Prince = Princess Prince == Princess Prince Prince == Princess
Emeritus Emerita Hitachs Hitacl Tomohito* Tomohito Ratsura*  Takamado® | Takamado
(Akihito) {(Michiko) {Masuhito} (anake) o an (Yoshshito)  (Norshito) {Hixnko)
Mikasa Mikasa
(Nobuko)
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The Emperor == The Empress .,.: :l'::kn
(Naruhito) T (Masako)
=)
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Princess
Aiko

17 Members of the Imperial Family

“Princes =3 (3shinn6 ] E, 00 F)
*Princesses from the Imperial Family = 5 (2 naishinné R$E, 3 joo & I)

Line of the Imperial Succession

1. H.l.H. Crown Prince Fumihito of Akishino
EmMMEE XIZHERT(1965-)

2. H.l.H. Prince Hisahito
("R EELT (2006-)

3. H.l.H. Prince Masahito of Hitachi
EETECHRIEBT (1935-)

Living Former Imperial Branch Houses
« Higashikuni-no-Miya IHERAE =R
e Kuni-no-Miya IHAEBER

« Kaya-no-Miya IBEBR

« Asaka-no-Miya IHEiE B R
 Takeda-no-Miya IBfTHER

* Fushimi-no-Miya IBHIKRER
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Thank you for your attention
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