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Goal

A prototype platform (“wireframe”)
on which citizen scientists

help georeference selected views
of Japan in print (ukiyo-e)

- not fully functional

- but specifying workflows, data,
models and curatorial texts (EN /
JP)
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1.a “Ukiyo-e"?

Tokugawa-period
(1603—1868)
ukiyo-e prints

Thumbnail screenshot,
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https://www.dh-jac.net/db/nishikie/search_portal.php
https://www.dh-jac.net/db/nishikie/search_portal.php

1.b “Citizen Science"?

- involves the public in scientific
research

- brings together science, policy
makers, and society

- scientific work that may be used as
a part of a broader scientific activity

Serendipity Aug 16, 2024: Drawing from the Crowd | Nippon Social Innovators Collaboration (NSIC)



2. Research questions

e Do ukiyo-e depict Tokugawa Japan?
e How do ukiyo-e relate to topographical reality?

+ how can we digitally enable citizen scientists
to contribute meaningful research
for answering these questions?
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2.a Do ukiyo-e depict Tokugawa Japan?
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https://collections.artsmia.org/art/62188/nihonbashi-utagawa-hiroshige
https://collections.artsmia.org/art/62188/nihonbashi-utagawa-hiroshige
https://collections.artsmia.org/art/62188/nihonbashi-utagawa-hiroshige
https://www.metmuseum.org/art/collection/search/36976
https://www.metmuseum.org/art/collection/search/36976
https://commons.wikimedia.org/wiki/File:Hiroshige-53-Stations-Hoeido-template-tokaido-meisho-zue-vl-1-Ishibe.jpg
https://commons.wikimedia.org/wiki/File:Hiroshige-53-Stations-Hoeido-template-tokaido-meisho-zue-vl-1-Ishibe.jpg
https://commons.wikimedia.org/wiki/File:Hiroshige-53-Stations-Hoeido-template-tokaido-meisho-zue-vl-1-Ishibe.jpg
https://commons.wikimedia.org/wiki/File:Hiroshige-53-Stations-Hoeido-template-tokaido-meisho-zue-vl-1-Ishibe.jpg

2.b How do ukiyo-e relate to topographical reality?

L: Google Maps Streetview screenshots, 2024.

M: Utagawa Hiroshige: Sketchbooks, 1845—1850. British Museum.

: ¥ Bl R: Utagawa Hiroshige: “Futami Bay in Ise Province (Ise Futamigaura)”, from the series Thirty-six Views of

. YEIR A = S = ' Mount Fuji (Fuji sanjirokkei), 1858.
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3. Project Team

. 4. Smapshot

B _ The Project 5 Workflow
6. Significance
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3. Project Team

Dr. Drew RICHARDSON Dr. Stephanie SANTSCHI

“Drawing from the Crowd:
A Citizen Science Platform
for Mapping Ukiyo-e Geography”
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“‘monoplotting”
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Smapshot / monoplotting

Step 3

Align the photo with the virtual

Seealp See et le Sentis

Align the photo with the virtual
globe
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Compute position m
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5. Workflow

Select Ukiyo-e Computer Typologies,

dataset vision Patterns Ukiy oFE

0.7 U5 spatial

customisation CrOW,d'
sourcing
Discuss |dentify Japanese prototype

existing case participant requirements
study groups analysis
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6. Significance

Integrate communities

Sustainable Grow knowledge

Participatory
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