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This article deals with English – and, in particular, Norfolk – involvement in a late fourteenth-century military 

campaign in the Low Countries which has been almost unheard of in the United Kingdom. That it remains largely 

unknown to an English-speaking audience is mainly due to the fact that the bulk of relevant sources, both primary 

and secondary, are written in Dutch. Some English soldiers were involved, but, since the campaign lacks 

recruitment records comparable to those in The National Archives at Kew, which survive for English royal armies 

in the same period, their presence there has been identified mainly via a remarkable heraldic source, the armorial 

known as het Wapenboek Beyeren. Through their coats of arms, three of those soldiers have now been identified 

as coming from Norfolk. 

 

Early in 1396, Albert of Bavaria, Count of Holland, Zeeland and Hainault, sent an envoy to his 

relative, Richard II of England, asking if Richard would permit English knights, esquires and 

archers to participate in a military expedition against Albert’s disobedient lordship of Friesland, 

because ‘Englishmen are in general brave and expert in deeds of arms’.1 Richard obviously 

gave his consent because a detachment of English soldiers, including five knights and a large 

contingent of archers took part in Albert’s Frisian campaign later that year. The precise 

arrangements for raising this force in England and despatching it to Holland remain unknown: 

since it was not a royal army, no indentures were deposited with the Exchequer as a prerequisite 

for payment of the troops,2 so the usual sources for the study of fourteenth-century English 

military organization are not available in this instance. We can assume, however, that, as in the 

case of another private initiative, the Bishop of Norwich’s crusade of 1383, the English captains 

involved in this force drew upon their personal and local connexions to raise the necessary 

manpower.3 
 

Three of those five English knights have now been identified as coming from Norfolk (the 

other two were from Shropshire), reflecting the fact that, in the protracted wars of the fourteenth 

and fifteenth centuries – especially in those conflicts between England and France which today 

are collectively called the Hundred Years’ War – large numbers of Norfolk soldiers had a 

significant part to play.4 At any time during those wars, fighting men from the county were to 

be found in all theatres of war – be it in France, Flanders, Brittany, Guienne, Castile, Portugal 

or Scotland – and were drawn from all ranks of local society: many of the county’s nobility 

and gentry served as men-at-arms, some of whom also had leadership rôles as captains and 

commanders, who, in that capacity, played a major part, too, in recruitment of troops;5  

members of the lower levels of Norfolk society functioned equally importantly as archers, who 

formed the backbone of English armies in this era. The names of well-known Norfolk gentry 

and noble families who saw active service and who regularly appeared in the records of military 

campaigns over many decades make a very long list: one which would certainly include 

Bardolf, Berdewell, Calthorpe, Clifton, Colville, Dagworth, Elmham, Erpingham, Fastolf, 

Felbrigg, Felton, Harling, Hastings, Ingoldesthorpe, Kerdiston, Morieux, Morley, Noon, 

Scales, Shelton, Thorpe, Walkefare, and many others. Three of these – Colville, Morley and 

Scales – feature in our story. 

 

THE HUNDRED YEARS’ WAR IN THE FOURTEENTH CENTURY 
 
The fourteenth-century phase of the Hundred Years’ War witnessed two main periods of open 

hostilities between England and France, 1337-60 and 1369-89. The war obviously provided 

numerous soldiering opportunities and, from the 1330s onwards, generations of Englishmen 
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had become accustomed to fighting in France and elsewhere on the continent, an undertaking 

which, although dangerous, could also be very profitable.6 That potential for profit obviously 

diminished in periods of peace, so English soldiers became adroit at finding other opportunities 

for military action, with its attendant rewards. For instance, during the nine years of peace 

which followed the sealing of the Anglo-French Treaty of Brétigny in 1360, many English 

soldiers became engaged in warfare in the Iberian Peninsula, serving with the Black Prince in 

the dynastic struggles in Castile,7 while some participated in the civil war in Brittany, under 

famous English captains such as Sir Hugh Calveley, Sir John Chandos and Sir Robert Knollys.8 

Others joined the Free Companies who continued to ravage parts of France or else – like the 

Essex knight, Sir John Hawkwood – crossed into Italy to take advantage of the strife there 

between various city-states, which provided them with ample opportunities for hire as 

condottieri.9 Several went even further afield and fought in the Baltic and the eastern 

Mediterranean.10 
 
Similarly, the 1390s were a decade which witnessed a cessation of hostilities between England 

and France, the two main adversaries in the Hundred Years’ War, who, at Leulinghem, near 

Calais, in June 1389, agreed a three-year truce. Through subsequent negotiations, the period of 

peace was extended until 1402, when the truce was finally broken, first, in that year, by 

France’s allies, the Scots, and then, in 1403, by the French themselves.11 Although the decade 

witnessed no fighting within the kingdom of France, there were plenty of martial opportunities 

elsewhere in Europe. Crusades in the Baltic and Prussia, and against the Turks in Hungary and 

south-eastern Europe presented Englishmen (and Frenchmen) with ample prospects for seeing 

action. Henry, Earl of Derby and a contingent of English supporters went on crusade to Prussia 

on two occasions, in 1390-1 and 1392-3,12 while it has been suggested13 that some English 

troops may have participated in the Hungarian crusade, which culminated in the battle of 

Nicopolis in 1396 – an encounter which was a disaster for western Christendom and resulted 

in a victory for the Ottoman Sultan, Bayezid I.  
 

ALBERT OF BAVARIA, COUNT OF HOLLAND, AND THE FRISIAN CAMPAIGN OF 1396 
 
Closer to home, events in the Low Countries in 1396 provided an opportunity for some English 

soldiers to ply their trade in arms there, and, as noted above, among their ranks were several 

knights and possibly some archers from Norfolk. In that year, Albert of Bavaria (1336-1404), 

Count of Holland, chose to emphasise his lordship over the Frisians, an independent-minded 

people, strongly motivated by the concept of Friese Vrijheid, or ‘Frisian Freedom’.14 After 

1291, Albert’s predecessors as counts had styled themselves ‘Count of Holland, Zeeland and 

Lord of Friesland’, while from 1299, they had also held the title of Count of Hainault and thus 

had connexions with the English royal house, Edward III having married Albert’s aunt, 

Philippa of Hainault in 1328.15 Albert, the third son of the Holy Roman Emperor, Ludwig IV, 

came into possession of these titles in 1388, succeeding, as Albert I, his insane brother, William 

IV, Count of Holland, as whose regent he had served since 1358. He also held the title of Duke 

of Bavaria-Straubing, which, as well as making him feudal ruler of the above-mentioned 

counties in the Low Countries, also provided him with ancestral lands around Straubing in 

Bavaria.16  

 

Although from the mid-twelfth century the Counts of Holland had claimed lordship over 

Friesland, their authority there had always been tenuous at best. Since the early fourteenth 

century, they had sought to reinforce their dominion over the recalcitrant Frisians, but with 

little real success, as evidenced by a series of frustrated negotiations and long periods of 

extended truce. With a truce due to expire in August 1396, Albert decided to make a concerted 
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effort to assert his authority over Friesland, a territory today forming part of the modern Dutch 

province of the same name and lying to the east of the seaway known as the Vlie(stroom). If 

the Hainaulter chronicler Jean Froissart is to be believed, the idea for the expedition initially 

came about because Albert’s son, William, Count of Ostrevant, had expressed his intention to 

go on crusade to Hungary, but  his father had persuaded him that, rather than ‘enter into warfare 

with people and countries who never gave us the least reasonable occasion to interfere with ... 

[he should] ... go into the country of Friesland and take possession of our heritage by subduing 

the Frieslanders, who, by pride and rudeness do deprive us of our right, and will not submit to 

our authority’.17 In reality, however, the reasons for the decision to make war on the Frisians 

in 1396 were more complex and were influenced partly by political events in Holland, but also 

by Albert’s rivalry with the Bishop of Utrecht and wariness of his intentions.18   

 

In the lead-up to the expiry, on 1 August, of the truce between him and the Frisians, Albert 

spent the early months of 1396 preparing for a naval campaign against Friesland.19 On 17 July, 

he issued orders to all ports in his domains – most notably to Gouda, Haarlem and Schiedam – 

for the arrest of all cogs and other large vessels, which were to be sent to Enkhuizen on the 

Zuiderzee, to await the embarkation of the army to Friesland.  At the same time, armaments, 

including guns, gunpowder, and gunstones, were purchased. Provisions garnered for the army 

included large stocks of wheat, cattle and sheep for slaughter, and numerous barrels of beer 

brewed in Delft, Haarlem and elsewhere. To transport these supplies, a flotilla of smaller ships, 

including some larger cogs from Kuinre, was amassed.20 

 

As for the army itself, unlike contemporary English armies which were raised by the indenture 

system,21 the force of around 9,000 men which Albert assembled was heavily reliant on the 

military service due to him from his feudal vassals and from the towns in Holland, Zeeland and 

Hainault.22 These were supplemented by a sizeable contingent of soldiers from Albert’s ducal 

lands in Bavaria, as well as by troops from Burgundy, and from France and England, between 

which realms, as noted above, a truce was in force at the time. Froissart recounts how the Lords 

of Ligne and Jeumont were despatched by Albert to the French court to solicit military support 

from the king of France, who responded with ‘an army of five hundred spear-men out of France 

and Picardy’, under the command of Charles d’Albret.23 Fierabras, the Bastard of Vertain24 

was similarly sent to make representations at Richard II’s court. Froissart notes that Richard 

‘sent certain men of arms with two hundred archers, under the direction of three gentlemen: 

one called Cornewail, another Collevill, knights; the third a squire, I know not his name’.25 The 

continuator of the chronicle of Johannes de Beke, however, stated more precisely that there 

came ‘uut Engelant den grave van Scaelgis ende monsier Corgewaelle, monsier Collevale, 

monsier Bitterleye ende monsier Moerleye, ridders, mit veel goeder mannen et omtrent vjc 

artsiers’ (‘from England, the Count [sic] of Scales, and monsieur Cornwall, monsieur Colville, 

monsieur Bitterley and monsieur Morley, knights, with many good men and about 600 

archers’).26 Although de Beke’s chronicle differed from Froissart over the quantity of English 

archers,27 it was far more exact about the names and numbers of the knights whom Richard 

sent.  

 

The elements of Albert’s army mustered at Enkhuizen during mid August, then, on Sunday, 

27th, they embarked in the large fleet of ships across the Zuiderzee, landing at Kuinre, on the 

eastern shore, just outside the Frisian border (Plate 1). After meeting resistance from the 

Frisians, the whole army eventually landed, after suffering some losses.28 Following a series 

of skirmishes the next day, a pitched battle took place between Kuinre and the village of 

Oosterzee, on 29 August, when Albert’s army decisively defeated a Frisian force of around 

11,000 men.29 The battle, however, resulted in no distinct advantage and Albert, his armoured 
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men hampered by the marshy terrain, withdrew his troops from Friesland on 6 September, thus 

ending what had been an exceedingly brief and not very spectacular campaign. However, all 

was not done and in 1398, William, Count of Ostrevant crossed the Zuiderzee with another 

ship-borne invasion force and attacked the Frisian town of Stavoren, returning again in the 

following year to attempt to consolidate the Count of Holland’s position there, although it was 

to remain very weak for many years thereafter.30 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Plate 1. Map of the Zuiderzee in the 

fourteenth century, to illustrate 

Albert I’s Friesland campaign of 

1396. 

 

THE ENGLISH SOLDIERS IN ALBERT’S ARMY 
 
The fact that de Beke’s chronicle gives the names of five English knights might suggest that it 

would be a reasonably simple matter to identify, with certainty, these men and their careers. 

However, as recent prosopographical studies of medieval soldiers have shown, this is not 

always a straightforward exercise. One has constantly to overcome the challenge of 

distinguishing between so many combatants who shared the same name.31  

 

If this had been a royal English expedition, and not a campaign of the Count of Holland, the 

names of the men serving would usually have been found in the extensive records of the English 

crown, in particular, the large numbers of indentures for service and muster rolls, together with 

letters of protection and attorney, which survive for this period and which are now held in The 

National Archives at Kew. In recent years, these records have been put to good use by 

historians. They provide the main ingredient in the database of The Soldier in Late Medieval 

England project32 and have been used extensively as the basis of many recent prosopographical 

studies of individual soldiers and of military organization in general. However, as noted above, 

the English force which went to Holland appears to have been a private, not a royal initiative, 

so there is no documentation relating to it in The National Archives. Furthermore, because of 

the method whereby the Count of Holland raised his army, there are no records relating to 

recruitment and musters which are comparable to the extensive and detailed English ones.33  

 

Fortunately, the Wapenboek Beyeren,34 an early fifteenth-century armorial (Plates 2 and 3), 

compiled by Beyeren,35 herald to Albert, Count of Holland, lists the coats of arms of some 404 
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men-at-arms of noble and gentle birth who participated in the Kuinre campaign.36 Of these, it 

appears that only 40 per cent originated from Albert’s dominions in Holland, Zeeland and 

Hainault. Their numbers were swelled by large contingents from his Bavarian homeland, as 

well as from France and England.37  Among the shields displayed in the armorial are five 

English ones, which are ascribed variously to Bitterley, Colville, Cornwall, Morley and Scales, 

whose names were mentioned by de Beke, and appear in the following forms in the original 

Dutch and the later French versions of the armorial (the copy in the Lippische Landesbibliothek, 

Detmold is given here as the French example): 

 
The Hague, Koninklijke Bibliotheek, 79 K 21 Detmold, Lippische Landesbibliothek, Mscr 3a 

fo. 40r Her bitterlay p. 47 Sieur buterlay 

fo. 54v die heer van collendorp  p. 39 Sieur de colleuille 

fo. 55r Jan conuaelge  p. 40 Jehan corruaelge 

fo. 54v die heer van morley   p. 39 Le sieur de Morlay 

fo. 54r die heer van scaseles p. 38 Sieur de scalis 

 

Families named Colville, Morley and Scales had well-established connexions with Norfolk 

during the fourteenth century, although Bitterley and Cornwall did not, both being soldiers 

from Shropshire. (These last two men will be considered below, after the discussion of the 

Norfolk soldiers.) Because of the problems of ‘nominal record linkage’ mentioned above, one 

can never be absolutely certain of identification, even when thorough checks are made. For 

instance, the name Colville could relate to several families, one of which was certainly linked 

with Norfolk, but other, unrelated Colvilles were established in several English counties and 

also in Scotland. Fortunately, the Wapenboek Beyeren performs its primary role in this instance 

and allows the heraldry to help us with identification, revealing the arms to be those of the 

Colvilles of Walsoken, Norfolk and Newton, Cambridgeshire.38 There is also no doubt that the 

arms given for Morley and Scales relate to the Norfolk families of the same names.39 Of the 

non-Norfolk soldiers, the heraldry positively identifies one, but there is some uncertainty over 

the precise identity of the other. 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

Plate 2. Folios from het Wapenboek 

Beyeren, which include the arms 

of: 1. Morley (die heer van 

morley); 2. Colville (die heer van 

collendorp); 3. Cornwall (Jan 

conuaelge) (The Hague, 

Koninklijke Bibliotheek, 79 K 21, 

fos 54v-55r). 
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Plate 3.  Folios from het Wapenboek 

Beyeren, which include the arms of: 

4. Scales (die heer van scaseles); 5. 

Bitterley (Her bitterlay) (The 

Hague, Koninklijke Bibliotheek, 79 

K 21, fo. 54r (Scales) and fo. 40r 

(Bitterley).  

 

 
THE NORFOLK SOLDIERS 
 

Colville  
 

Since only the surname of die heer van collendorp40 (Sieur de colleuille) is given in the 

Wapenboek Beyeren, the identity of the soldier named Colville, to whom Froissart and de Beke 

also refer in their chronicles, has required further investigation. There were at least three 

Colvilles who were militarily active at this period and who could be considered as likely 

candidates: Sir Thomas Colville (d. 1405), of Coxwold and Yearsley, Yorkshire;41 Sir John 

Colville (c. 1350-1405), of Dale, Yorkshire;42 and Sir John Colville (c.1365-1446), of 

Walsoken, Norfolk and Newton, Cambridgeshire.43 In this instance, the heraldry in the 

Wapenboek Beyeren is of assistance, the arms Azure, a lion rampant Argent, over all a label of 

three points Gules, ascribed in the armorial to die heer van collendorp, being those borne, as 

previously noted, by the Colville family of Walsoken, Norfolk, and Newton, Cambridgeshire. 

Francis Blomefield, in his account of Walsoken, remarks that arms blazoned thus had been 

used by Sir John Colville II (c. 1337-94) in 1351-2, also describing  Colville’s crest as ‘on a 

chappeau gules, turned up, argent, a lion passant of the same, collated, with a label gules’.44 

The other two Colvilles bore different arms, so they can be ruled out.45  

 

The English heer van collendorp who served with the Count of Holland’s invasion force was 

therefore Sir John Colville III (c.1365-1446), Sir John II’s eldest son and heir, who succeeded 

to his father’s estates in 1394.  His connexion with the count continued and, in June 1398, he 

was part of another contingent of Englishmen, who crossed over to Zeeland on twenty-five 

large ships, from where they travelled on to Friesland, where he is reported to have commanded 

a sizeable unit of 1,400 men during William, Count of Ostrevant’s invasion of that year.46 

 

Described as ‘perhaps the most remarkable member of the family’,47 he may also have been 

the John Colvyll who was engaged in military service on the Scottish border in 1383-5 and 

then in Ireland in 1394 and 1399.48 What is more certain is that, in 1410, he was appointed as 

the Constable of Wisbech Castle, a position which he held until his death in 1446.49 In June 

1412, he took out letters of protection in advance of serving with Thomas, Duke of Clarence 

in the large expeditionary force sent to France to support the Armagnac faction against the 

Burgundians, which, in August, landed at Saint-Vaast-la-Hougue in the Cotentin peninsula, 

then burned and looted its way across country, before arriving in English-held Bordeaux in 

December.50 In the following year, he appears to have served with a naval force in the English 

Channel. He also participated on Henry V’s Agincourt campaign, subsequently receiving an 
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annuity of £40 for life.51 In addition, he also had a distinguished career as a diplomat in the 

service of all three Lancastrian kings, attending the Councils of Pisa (1409) and Basel (1433-

4), as well as participating in many other embassies to all parts of western Europe. As the 

founder of the College of St Mary by the Sea in Newton-in-the-Isle (of Ely), in Cambridgeshire, 

he gained papal approval for his action.52 He was also active in local affairs. For example, in 

February 1393, he, with his father, John Colvyl the elder, his brother, Thomas, and Stephen 

Gybbons of Brandon Ferry were commissioned to arrest in Norfolk Robert Thurkill of 

Walsoken and bring him before the king and council.53  

 

Morley 
 

Janse identifies die heer van morley54 as Thomas, 4th Lord Morley, KG (c. 1354-1416),55 of 

Hingham and Hockering, Norfolk. Thomas is a logical candidate, since he was a famous 

warrior, with a long and distinguished military career.  In 1375, he saw service in Brittany, as 

a participant in the expedition led by the Duke of Brittany and the Earl of Cambridge, while, 

in 1386, upon rumours of an intended French invasion, he was commissioned to survey Great 

Yarmouth and make provisions for its defence. In 1391, he went on crusade in Prussia, while, 

in 1399, he accompanied Richard II on his disastrous campaign in Ireland. July 1415 saw him 

mustering with Henry V’s army, at the start of the expedition which was to culminate in victory 

at the Battle of Agincourt, although he appears not to have been present at the battle himself. 

However, in the following year, he was Lieutenant and Captain-General of forces assembled 

to proceed to France, but died of an illness at Calais on 24 September, his body being returned 

to Norwich for burial in the church of the Austin Friars.56  

 

As head of the family and of one of the main baronial houses in Norfolk, Thomas bore the 

undifferenced Morley arms of Argent, a lion rampant Sable, crowned and armed Or.57 

However, the Morley shield which appears in the various versions of the Wapenboek Beyeren 

has a label of five points Gules, indicating that the bearer was from a cadet line.58 These were, 

in fact, the arms of Sir Robert de Morley (1363-1416), of Morley, Norfolk and Framsden,  

Suffolk,  as  they  appear  on  his  armorial seal appended to a letter of attorney which he issued 

on 7 January 1389/90  to John Pagrave, clerk, authorising livery of seisin to William Rees, Sir 

John Howard, Henry Lomynour, citizen of Norwich, Paul de Middilton and Simon Baret, 

within a manor in Grimston called Morlees, with its appurtenances in adjacent townships, all 

of which lay in the Norfolk hundred of Freebridge.59 Sir Robert was the son of another Sir 

Robert (1325-90), himself the son of Robert de Morley, the 2nd Baron (1295-1360), who was 

the grandfather of Thomas, the 4th baron.60 He was thus a cousin of the more famous Thomas, 

4th Lord Morley. 

 

As Sir Robert de Morleye, junior, he served as a man-at-arms during John of Gaunt’s Castilian 

expedition in 1386,61 then was with Richard II in Ireland in 1394.62  He was on garrison duty 

at Calais in 139863 and also took part in the Agincourt campaign of 1415.64 However, he is not 

recorded as having acted in any administrative or official civilian capacity in Norfolk.  

 

Scales 
 

The arms attributed to die heer van Scaseles (sire de scales)65 are blazoned as Gules, six 

escallops Argent, 3, 2, 1 and are those of Robert de Scales, 5th Baron Scales (c.1372-1402).  

He was a member of a Norfolk family with a long military pedigree, although his father, Roger, 

4th Lord Scales (1354-87), had suffered the ignominy of being captured by the rebels in 

Norfolk during the Peasants’ Revolt in 1381.66 Robert’s second son, Thomas, 7th Lord Scales 
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(1397-1460), was one of the main English military commanders during the last phases of the 

Hundred Years’ War and also fought on the Lancastrian side in the Wars of the Roses. The 

Scales formed one of the three leading baronial houses in Norfolk (the other two were Bardolf 

and Morley) and held extensive estates, mainly in the west of the county, including ones at 

Clenchwarton, Hardwick, Hockwold cum Wilton, Runcton, Tilney cum Islington, and West 

Lynn, although their main manor was at Middleton.67 

 

Compared with the other two Norfolk knights who took part in the Friesland campaign of 1396, 

details of Robert, Lord Scales’s early military career are somewhat sketchy, suggesting the 

possibility that this episode may have been his first experience of active military service. 

(Indeed, he had only achieved his majority in June 1393, having been a ward of the king since 

he was four years old.68) Like Sir Walter Bitterley, Sir John Colville and Sir John Cornwall, 

he, too, returned to Friesland in 1398 to participate in William, Count of Ostrevant’s campaign 

against the Frisians.69 He is known subsequently to have served on Richard II's ill-fated Irish 

campaign in 1399,70 but, after the accession of Henry IV, he became a Lancastrian supporter 

and, in 1401, took part in Henry IV’s invasion of Scotland,71 while, in the following year, he 

was involved as a man-at-arms in an expedition to Aquitaine.72 He was summoned as a peer to 

Parliament between 1396 and 1402, being one of the Lords who voted in October 1399, for the 

incarceration of the deposed king, Richard II, while in March. 1401 he was present in Parliament 

when the estates of Thomas Holand, Duke of Surrey and Earl of Kent, and of other rebels against 

Henry IV were declared forfeit.73 He died at around the age of thirty in 1402 and was buried in 

Blackborough Priory near Lynn, leaving as his heir his six-year old son, Robert.74  

 

THE SHROPSHIRE SOLDIERS 
 

Although the other two English soldiers were not from Norfolk, they need to be considered 

here because they were comrades in arms with the Norfolk men, whose military careers were, 

in essence, similar to theirs, reflecting the universality of the martial experience shared by 

soldiers from many different parts of the country. Although the three Norfolk soldiers involved 

in the Friesland campaign formed a small, clearly identifiable group, they, like the other two 

English knights from Shropshire, were all of gentry or noble stock, thus all five had a great 

deal in common with one another: in civilian life within their own counties, they all belonged 

to a local élite which operated firmly within its own social networks, and such networks were 

easily translated to the wider canvas of the military sphere. Indeed, it was through connexions 

such as these that soldiers got to know one another, often over long periods of time, and this 

stood them in good stead when manpower was sought for the next campaign: it was useful to 

be able to call upon one’s trusted contacts to supply troops whenever they were needed, and it 

would certainly have been reassuring to fight alongside men with whom one was already 

familiar, whose mettle was recognised and, most importantly, who could be relied upon in the 

field.75 

 

For the English soldiers who were present in Friesland in 1396, the links between them – in 

some cases probably pre-existing, but in others, forged on the campaign itself – obviously 

remained strong. Thus four out of the five of them – Bitterley, Colville, Cornwall and Scales – 

returned to fight for the Count of Holland again in 1398, when they were joined by another 

Norfolk knight, Thomas, 5th Lord Bardolf of Wormegay,76 as well as the Navarrese adventurer, 

Janico Dartasso,77 who had previously served in Ireland as a comrade of Sir Walter Bitterley,78 

who is the next soldier to be considered.    
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Bitterley 
 

The arms of Her bitterlay given in the Wapenboek Beyeren79 are those Sir Walter Bitterley (d. 

1403), a knight with estates at Cleeton and Farlow.80 His earliest known military service was 

in 1388, when he took part in the Earl of Arundel’s naval expedition,81 while, in the following 

year, he was a member of the garrison of Calais, then appears to have been involved in a crusade 

to Prussia.82 With a small retinue of three archers, he participated in Richard II’s first Irish 

expedition of 1394-5, during which he was knighted in October 1394. Military service in 

Ireland was a prominent feature in Sir Walter’s career. He took part in Richard II’s second 

expedition there in 1399, before coming back to England, where he led a small retinue in the 

army which had been raised to oppose the return of Henry Bolingbroke. Although this resulted 

in his arrest by the victorious usurper, by then king Henry IV, he was soon back in royal favour, 

being made a king’s knight in December 1399 and taking part in Henry’s Scottish campaign in 

the following year. In 1401, he was again in Ireland, where, in the following year, he was 

successively appointed deputy marshal of the army in Ireland, steward of Ulster, and, finally, 

deputy to Thomas of Lancaster as Lord-Lieutenant. It was in Ireland that his career and life 

ended in May 1403, when he and thirty other men were slain by the king’s enemies in 

circumstances unknown.83 

 

Janse speculated that Bitterley may have been the soldier with the silver chin whom Froissart 

mentioned, but there is no firm evidence to support this.84 However, he appears to have stayed 

on in the domains of Albert of Bavaria after the Kuinre campaign. In 1397, he took part in a 

passage of arms at Mons in Hainault, against Clignes de Braibant, and may have been one of 

the eighteen Englishmen staying in The Hague in the winter of 1397-8, who then travelled on 

campaign from there to Enkhuizen via Haarlem. Also associated with this group were John 

Colville, John Cornwall and Lord Scales, who had all served in the 1396 expedition, together 

with, as mentioned above, Janico Dartasso, a Navarrese soldier of fortune with whom Bitterley 

had been closely connected in Ireland, and another Norfolk soldier, Lord Bardolf.85 Janse notes 

that, at the end of the campaign, the soldier with the silver chin was left at Hoorn with a leg 

wound ‘and he probably died of his injuries after a short time’. If this were so, then the knight 

with the prosthesis could not have been Bitterley, who, as is known, died from other causes in 

1403.86 

 

In 1401, Bitterley was involved in a dispute in the Court of Chivalry with Sir John Colville of 

Dale over the arms de auro et una fees et tribus tortellis de rubio in capite (Or, a fess Gules 

and three torteaux in chief).87 From the blazonment of the arms involved, it is clear that this 

John Colville of Dale was not the John Colville who served in the Friesland expedition of 1396, 

as has been explained above.  

 

Cornwall 
 

Jan conuaelge88 could be one of two John Cornwalls who were active militarily in the 1390s. 

The first was Sir John Cornwall, KG, later 1st Baron Fanhope and Milbroke (c.1364-1443), the 

son and heir of Sir John Cornewall (d. c. 1392), of Burford in Shropshire; the other possibility 

is John Cornwall, esquire (c. 1366-1414), of  Kilet in the same county. As the Oxford 

Dictionary of National Biography makes clear, the latter’s ‘career, especially in its earlier 

stages, is difficult to disentangle from that of his more famous namesake, the future Lord 

Fanhope’.89  
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The first John Cornwall, one of the most respected chivalric figures of his era, had a long and 

distinguished military career and was, not least, famed for his prowess in tournaments. Already 

knighted by 1396, he served with Richard II in Scotland in 1385, on Richard’s Irish campaign 

of 1399, then with Henry IV against Owain Glyndŵr. In 1410, he became a knight of the Garter, 

and in 1412, he was one of the commanders of the French expedition under Thomas, duke of 

Clarence. He was involved in the Agincourt campaign and in Henry V’s conquest of 

Normandy, amassing, in the process, a sizeable fortune through profits of war, although he lost 

his son and heir at the siege of Meaux in 1421 and subsequently withdrew from military service 

until the Calais campaign of 1436.90  In 1396, he is known to have accompanied Richard II to 

his meeting with the French king, Charles VI, at Ardres, which, at first sight, might suggest 

that he could not have served on the Kuinre campaign. However, the royal conference at Ardres 

took place on 28 October, Richard’s retinue having ridden out from Calais on the previous day, 

while Albert of Bavaria had withdrawn his army from Friesland, well in advance of this, on 6 

September.  
 

The other John Cornwall also undertook military service during the 1390s. As an esquire in 

John of Gaunt’s household, he entered into an indenture, in March 1395, to serve Gaunt in 

peace and war, receiving an annuity of 20 marks, until he became a knight, and, thereafter, he 

was to receive one of £20. He may have accompanied Roger Mortimer, Earl of March, the 

king’s lieutenant, to Ireland in1397, although whether it was him or the other Cornwall is 

uncertain. However, John Cornwall of Kinlet held lands from Mortimer at Kinlet and Ashton, 

so there may have been a connexion. He or his namesake certainly went to Ireland on royal 

service in the following year and again, on Richard II’s last expedition, in 1399. Despite that, 

both men soon found favour with Henry IV. John Cornwall of Kinlet had been knighted by 

September 1399 when he was appointed sheriff of Shropshire, on the first day of Henry IV’s 

reign. In the following February, Henry endorsed an annuity for him, charged on the Duchy of 

Lancaster. In later years, Cornwall fell somewhat from grace, for allegedly having illegally 

seized cattle, while he was also indicted for also harbouring a fugitive from justice. 

 

It has thus not been possible positively to identify which of the two John Cornwalls was the 

man present on the Friesland campaign. However, the preference may lean slightly towards 

John Cornwall of Kilet, who was still an esquire at the time of the campaign, which perhaps 

explains why the Wapenboek Beyeren91 describes the participant simply as Jan conuaelge.  

Moreover, in the armorial, the arms of Jan conuaelge are emblazoned as Argent, a lion rampant 

Gules crowned Or, a bordure Sable bezanty, whereas, on his Garter stall-plate in St George’s 

Chapel, Windsor, the field of Lord Fanhope’s arms appears as Ermine, rather than Argent, 

while the lion has, on its shoulder, a brisure for difference comprising a mullet of five points, 

pierced, Or.  

 

CONCLUSION 
 
Albert, Count of Holland’s Friesland campaign of 1396 may have proved inconclusive in 

respect of resolving the issues which he had with his Frisian subjects, but it has served to 

provide us with a clear example of how English soldiers eagerly took opportunities to find 

martial employment in periods when their own country was at peace with its usual French 

adversary. It is perhaps significant that, of the five named English soldiers who participated in 

the campaign, three came from well-known military families in Norfolk, two of whom, 

moreover, were from the senior baronial families of the county.  Moving in the same strata of 

society, all three men would doubtless have been known to one another in ‘civilian’ life in 

Norfolk92 and, as mentioned, those personal contacts could certainly also be brought to bear 
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when it came to military matters, turning county neighbours into comrades in arms and ones 

who might also bring with them retainers from their own manors.93 The same could be said for 

the two Shropshire soldiers. As Philip Caudrey and James Magee have clearly shown, such 

personal and local connexions were always important elements which could be – and were – 

drawn upon in the recruitment of English fighting forces during the fourteenth and fifteenth 

centuries.94 It is fortunate, also, that an unexpected, but significant primary source, in the form 

of the Wappenboek Beyeren, has survived to give us, through its remarkable heraldic evidence, 

information about the English and particularly the Norfolk soldiers who took part in the 

campaign.   
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