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Abstract

Differentiation within the Artisan Segment in Saffron Walden
in the eighteenth century.

Saffron Walden has an excellent town archive. &lage also other good
primary sources. The argument of this thesis alroge these circumstances.
The purpose of this study became an investigatiovhether the artisan segment
of society in a small English market town of thgheeenth century constituted a
homogeneous group or whether marked differentiaimrurred within that
segment.

The nature of the artisan segment of the town @sremed from the perspectives
of the economic, religious and social structurestbthere. Due consideration is
also given to the way in which the town was govdraed to the importance of
its charitable organisations. The roles of litgrand the ability to be able to
afford the security granted by fire insurance i litter part of the century also
turned out to be of critical importance. Life-ce@ranalysis for a number of
artisans was also carried out permitting a prosmgdgcal approach to be
adopted where relevant.

It is concluded that for an artisan in the eighteaentury in Saffron Walden a
number of factors were vital in determining whethemwould be successful.
These included his initial family background anagigon within that family, the
trade to which he was apprenticed, his likelihobdaining patronage and thus
access to the benefits that the town’s charitaiggtutions could provide,
including a place at the Charity School, and hiigji@is persuasion, particularly
if he was a nonconformist or a Quaker. A man fagdun these ways might
gain the appellation of ‘gentleman’. A less fodtmartisan might end his days
as a pauper.

Differentiation within the artisan segment in eiggrth century Saffron Walden
indeed existed.
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Chapter 1
Differentiation within the artisan sector in Saffro Walden
in the eighteenth century.
Introduction

So, who were the artisans of the eighteenth ceptidid they form a single
cohesive group and were they self-consciously awhtieeir own existence as a
group? Or did they constitute many differentiadedial elements and lack any
sense of overall identity? Did their place in dwerall hierarchy of society
depend on the trade they followed, their socialtmrsand contacts, their
religious affiliation or their position along thdite course? Or did it derive
from a complex interplay of these social demarcetfoTo what extent did
mobility occurwithin the segment as well as into and out of it? Thessa@me

of the questions that this study seeks to answemamontext of the town of
Saffron Walden in north-west Essex.

A study of this group in greater detail in the @tof a single market town will
seek to enrich our understanding of the artisaeginent of society as a whole in
England at this period. As a result of the redearaertaken, it has become
clear that the assumption held by many that agi$amnmed a single cohesive,
but not necessarily well-defined, group in the &ghnth century is somewhat
misleading’ Arising out of the research itself the main argotraf this thesis

has emerged as something that was not in prospestaatset: namely that the
defining characteristic of this social categorjtsfragmented nature.

The choice of Saffron Walden for the case studytir research is based on the
nature of the town in the eighteenth century. Téited context of the town

will be discussed in detail below in Chapter 2, lagithis point suffice it to say
that it exemplifies the small-to-medium-sized martksvns of the period. Peter
Clark describes the small towns of England as bairtje heart of the economic
and social life of the nation, providing, as they, G bridge between the urban
and rural world$. Although of many and varied kinds, the smallerkea

! This elaborates and redefines a point previousiglerby Henry French discussing the ‘middling sort’
‘The search for the ‘Middle Sort of People’ in Eagtl, 1600-1800The Historical Journgl43.1 (2000),

p.293, makes the point that this group, as welhelsiding men involved in the ‘clean’ distributiteades

who might well pay the highest taxes and view thelues as the ‘chief inhabitants’ of a town, miglsoa
include a less wealthy group involved in ‘dirty’ maal trades such as tanning, butchery and skilleidw
and metal working, that is the artisans.

2 Peter Clark, ‘Small towns 1700-1840’ in Peter €led. The Cambridge Urban History of Britain, Vol
I 1540-1840(Cambridge, 2000), p.733
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towns—those below the level of the county or proidhtowns such as Norwiéh
or Bury St. Edmunds—provided their hinterland watmarket for its produce
and, increasingly, with a range of goods and sesviar superior to those which
a smaller settlement could hope to provide. Saffialden was one such town.
It lay on a cross road rather than a major routg-wie cross road running from
Chelmsford, the county town of Essex, to Cambridige county town of
Cambridgeshiré. Thus it did not attract the through traffic tipa@rmitted towns
such as Stamford in Lincolnshire, with its theanel assembly rooms, to
establish themselves as social centres for thewoding countryside. With a
population of about three thousand by the end @&ighteenth centu”ySaffron
Walden was small town with a series of chartersaddiack to the twelfth
century when the market was transferred from tlahnevillage of Newport.
The latest in the series of charters; that gramdd94 by William [l and Mary
11,° reaffirmed the rights of the town to a Corporatimmposed of Recorder,
Deputy Recorder, Mayor, twelve Aldermen, a clerldl arCoroner. It gave
Saffron Walden the status of a borough and thesighappoint its own Justices
of the Peace rather than being subject to thediatisn of the county
magistracy. The Corporation was, thus, in Habelana®rms, the local
representation of public or state authofitplthough a borough, Saffron Walden
did not share the status of parliamentary borouh thve towns like Colchester,
Maldon and Harwich, but it did, by virtue of itsfoagh status, constitute a
slightly different entity to other local small matktowns such as Royston,
Linton, Braintree, Halstead and Bishops Stortfagdidbury alone of other
market towns of a similar size was an incorporabedh, its first charter having
been granted by Queen Mary in 1554 followed byresef later charters.

If Saffron Walden is viewed from the geographicatgpective of Central Place
Theory? and in particular from the standpoint of the adsimative model where
k=7, that is the central place, supplies the neédse surrounding six lower
order centres, then Saffron Walden, as part oeehthy of settlement, forms
part of a hexagon of market towns surrounding tgbdr order centre of
Cambridge, but in its turn it supplies servicesh villages surrounding it.

% p.J. Corfield;Towns, trade, religion, and radicalism: the Norwisérspective on English history,
(University of East Anglia, 1980)

“ Daniel PatersorA New and Accurate Description of all the Directi@®rincipal Cross Roads in
England and Walef_ondon, 1792), p.354

> A figure based on the Enumeration Abstract fortB81 Census

® ERO, D/B 2/BRE1/23 Charter of William and Mary,946

" Jurgen HabermaZhe Structural Transformation of the Public Sph@viel.T., 1989 translation of 1962
edition), p.2

8 SRO, EE 501/1 Borough Charters of Sudbury.

° Walter ChristallerCentral places in southern Germar(fie zentralen Orte in Stiddeutschla@éna,
1933; translatetly Carlisle W. Baskin New Jersey, 1966)

2
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Today, other higher order centres would includeyBsir Edmunds, Colchester
and Chelmsford.

o

Keng ng — Ely Srandong Thetford
Huntingdg
Wellingborough - o
Q Bury St
° Rushden St Edmunds
Northampton SlomBar
Bedford
M”IOH o ° O Sancy achti) |
Keynes Biggleswace Sudbury ¥
o ' o
. Letchworth Saffron
Leighton (o) Walden Halstead
pster Byzza Stevénage ) % Colchester "
Bishop's Braintree
Aiehbliry Kutof O&ontord
o Witham
«ford Hemel Harlow o
i Clact
3laekbird Hempstead oo St‘Albans @cheimsford
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. o Bag‘e!vl.oug"ton
High- %, & A e ™ o I N

® Higher order centre

Map 1 Showing Cambridge as the higher order ceptagle for Saffron Walden
(Google Maps 2011)

However if an eighteenth century map were to bel itse questionable as to
whether Chelmsford, albeit the county town, woudddnbeen a central place of
equivalent importance to Cambridge, Bury St. Ednsusnad Colchester.

Saffron Walden, as a small market town, would, esiog to Christaller’s

model, have served as the central place for asoding ring of villages,
providing a tier of services below those providgdlaces such as Cambridge.
Map 2 shows the ring of similarly sized villageswand Saffron Walden that
would have looked to Walden to provide central plaervices of the kind suited
to a small market town: legal and medical serviaeg;ammar school and a
wider variety of commercial premises as well asvileekly market and
occasional fairs.
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ICKIETON 7 ST

. FAS

sreat

£ Imadg

Littiebury

Arkesden

Map 2 Showing Saffron Walden as the central placstdirrounding villages
(Google Maps 2011)

Whilst being typical of a band of smaller marketis ° scattered across the
counties of England, Saffron Walden also possessemarkable archive
documenting all facets of the life of the town beén the sixteenth and twentieth
centuries. Initially, this was one of the reastmisstudying the town. It is also
one of the main resources that has fed what hamiethe overall argument of
this thesis as to the fragmented nature of itsams.

It has also helped to delimit the chronology o$thiudy. There is a sense in
which Saffron Walden comes into view in detail las tecords become more
plentiful. Much of what is examined here in thelg@enth century was already
in place when the study starts. In large partibénature of the records and the
need to delimit the scale of the study that hasrdehed théerminus ante quem

It is this archive, then, in conjunction with othrecords held elsewhere, that has
proved fertile ground for the examination of whetbenot the artisan segment

19 peter Clark and Jean Hoskitppulation Estimates of English Small Towns 155811Revised
Edition), (Centre for Urban History, University of Leicest®993), Working Paper 5. In their
introduction Clark and Hosking discuss their metilody for the selection of small towns to be inadd
(pp. ii-ix). Inclusion in Blome'Britannia (1673) or Adamsindex Villaris (1680) was taken for
evidence for the late f'Zcentury whilst The Universal British Directory @F-99) and the London Post
Office Directory (1801) provided similar evidenae the end of the 8century. This was then
combined with population evidence, the averageréidar the late 17 century being less than about
2,500 and for the early {9ess than about 5,000. Saffron Walden fits wenyfortably in terms of
population — 1674 Hearth Tax = 1700 and 1811 Cens3403. The town appears in timelex Villaris,
but is unaccountably omitted from thimiversal British Directory.

" ERO, D/B 2, the records of Saffron Walden.
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of Saffron Walden society in the eighteenth centusag a cohesive or a
fragmented one.

Whilst the geographical setting of the market tansaffron Walden will be
described in detail below in Chapter 2, it is no»e@ssary to consider what is
meant by the term ‘artisan’ so that the settingmavide a context for a
discussion of whether differentiation existed witkhe artisan sector of the town,
and by extrapolation in other market towns of ailsinsize throughout England,
in the eighteenth century.

The task of defining the word ‘artisan’ is a sometvproblematic one. Many
academic texts which discuss artisans seem taaskgeir starting point a tacit
understanding that the meaning of the term ‘artisaclearly understood by
their readers? One starting point is the definition of the wortiieh can be
derived from theéxford English Dictionary This states that an artisan was:

A worker in a skilled trade, a craftsperson; (itetause)esp.one

utilizing traditional or non-mechanized methods.

Formerly often taken as typifying a social clagsimediate between

property-owners and wage labouréts.
The earliest uses of the word given are in theesixth century. In 1538 Thomas
Starkey in hisA Dialogue between Pole and Lupsefierred to ‘Few artysanys of
gud occupatyort whilst in 1580 John Hay made reference to ‘Tailyso
skinnars and other artisars’.The OED suggests that the word artisan was
linked in middle French to the word mechanic, a nanvorker. The adjective
mécaniquavas characterised by its association with theofi$ends and tool¥.
In post-classical Latin the terars mechanicavas often seen as a synonym for
ars servilisor the illiberal arts, a mediaeval distinction read show the
difference from the liberal artg.

12 Michael P. Fizsimmons in his book entitlEcbm Artisan to Worker: Guilds, the French Stateldne
Organization of Labor, 1776-183Cambridge, 2010) does not give a definition owhe perceives an
artisan to be, preferring to concentrate on the obithe guilds and the French State in the chénoge
artisan to worker.

¥ 0.E.D. online

http://dictionary.oed.com/cgi/entry/50012594?sirdl&query type=word&queryword=artisan&first=1
&max_to_show=10(25.10.10)

* Thomas StarkeyA Dialogue between Pole and Lup&E538), p.105

!> John Hay(Certaine Demands concerning the Christian Religiad Discipline, proposed to the
Ministers of the New Pretended Kirk of Scotlgh880) in T. Law’sCatholic tractates of the sixteenth
century(Edinburgh, 1901), p.37

16 Centre National de Ressources Textuelle et Lesscgives a 1546 use of the teartizan drawn from
Rabelais « celui qui exerce un art manudRARELAIS, Tiers liv.ch. | dsGDF. Compl.: Artizans de
tous mestiershttp://www.cnrtl.fr/etymologie/artisar(15.10.13)

7 0.E.D. onlinehttp://www.oed.com/view/Entry/115543?rskey=yAlFsM&ult=13#eid37499668
(13.8.2013)
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By the eighteenth century it would seem that tinentartisan’ was one which
was in everyday use although contemporary workgesstghat there was some
variation in how the term was employed. The esrigghteenth century
reference to the term ‘artisan’ appeared in 1708 Kersey'®ictionarium
Britannicumwhere it is defined as ‘Artisan, (L) an artifiaartradesman'® At
this time many reference works include the terrtifiaer'*° when defining an
artisan. In turn an artificer was defined as samewho professed an art or
trade, a workman or handicraftsman; someone wheertradgs employing skills
of hand and eye. This ties in well with Defoe’sreoents on the Home-Trade in
his 1728 workA Plan of the English Commerce

The general heads of the Home-Trade are best othtai the two

plain and homely Terms Labouring, and Dealing.. The labouring

Part, this consists of Arts, Handicrafts, and alid§ of Manufactures;
and those who are employ'd in these Works, are gytppcalled

Mechanicks; they are employ’d generally speakingoua the first

Principles of Trade, (viz.) the Product of the Lawdof the Sea, or of
the Animals living on both: In a Word, the ordinaPyoduce of the
vegetative and sensative Life; such as Metals, Miseand Plants, the
immediate Produce of Vegetation , or such as FI&Kms, Hair,

Wool, Silk, Etc. grown with, and produc’'d by the iArals, as the
Effect of sensitive Life.

2. The Dealing Part; this consists of handling a@ball the several
Productions of Art and Labour, when finish’'d by thiand of the
industrious Mechanick, and made useful to ManKfhd:;

By the mid-to-later part of the eighteenth centingwever, a new element of
meaning had appeared in many of the definitiontsis mew element indicated a
somewhat less favourable approach to the calliraytegan. In 1756, for
example Doctor Johnson defined an artisan in twyg gigferent ways: as an
artist, professor of an art, but also as a manufacor low tradesmaft. Three
years later in 1759, Rider defined an artisannmlarly pejorative terms: as may
be ‘properly applied to those professors of traddsch require the least

18 John KerseyDictionarium Anglo-Britannicum: or, a general Engfii dictionary, comprehending a
brief, but emphatical and clear explication of sdirts of difficult word¢London, 1708), unpaginated

19 Nathan BaileyPictionarium Britannicum: or a more compleat unisat etymological English
dictionary than any extarft ondon, 1730), unpaginated

% Daniel DefoeA Plan of the English Commer¢eondon, 1728), pp.1-2

! samuel JohnsonA dictionary of the English language: in which therds are deduced from their
originals, explained in their different meaningfis&racted from the folio edition, by the author Sain
Johnson, A.M. To which is prefixed, A grammar effEmglish language. In two volumgsndon, 1756),
unpaginated
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exercise of the understanding. A low mechanic,ufecturer, or tradesman.
Formerly applied to the practitioners in any aft.’

It may be that this perceived drop in the statuthefartisan in the course of the
eighteenth century was due to the decline in theyance of full seven-year
apprenticeships in this period which allowed lesd\gualified people to follow
trades?® Alternatively it may have been due to changehénways in which
trades were regulated as the structure of the gaddtinued to declineMore
importantly, it may reflect a fall in status as ependent craftsmen became
subsumed within a less skilled and larger body afikers in manufacture. We
will consider below the extent to which this pracescurred even in a place like
Saffron Walden and even though it was not charset@tby the arrival of the
conventional factories of the industrial revolutidm turn, it is this change that
may provide the naturérminus ad querto the type of artisan society and town
described in the body of this thesis.

It is also possible that the dictionary makersrbtireflect the way in which
artisans were perceived in society at large. Theag also have been an element
of snobbishness amongst the compilers of thesedattonaries which,

combined with the Latinist tradition from which theprang, led them to view
those who worked with their hands from a somewlsahsive viewpoint. The
case study of Saffron Walden in the eighteenthurgmwill permit this question

to be explored more fully.

The difficulty of defining an artisan both in contporary and modern thought is,
in itself, evidence of the protean nature of tlwsial category. This protean
character is evident at any given point in time mwbae tries to pin down such a
phenomenon but it is also apparent across theg#hai this study encompasses
because of the nature of the artisan. It is fartason that an old fashioned
positivist desire to provide a fixed and boundefiniteon cannot do justice to the
historical phenomenon that was the eighteenth cgattisan. However, it is
clear that contemporaries recognised artisansdagiact social segment.
Modern historians have seen the segment as homogeaed it is very much
the case that there were certain discernible comafii@s such as life practices —
the artisan as a maker, which helped shape Weltanschaung They were a
social segment recognised by themselves, theieagmiraries and historians,
but this does not mean that there were not integeand significant differences
within the segment leading to its fragmentationahhwill be explored in the
course of this thesis.

22 William Rider, A new universal English dictionary: or, a complé&@asure of the English language. ...
Compiled with the utmost care and assiduity byisvillRider(London, 1759), unpaginated
3 See the discussion in K.D.M. Snelhnals of the labouring podCambridge, 1985), passim.
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But if for practical purposes for the moment @ED definition of an artisan is to
be accepted—that is ‘a worker in a skilled trademember of a social class
intermediate between property-owners and wage taibsut is worth noting that
modern commentators such as John Rule having tedicamilar views when he
comments that British artisans are more usefulhsatered as a working class
elite rather than a section of the middling raftk&urthermore it is necessary
consider both what was meant by a ‘skilled trachel the nature of ‘social class’
in the eighteenth century.

Trade and Class in the Eighteenth Century

The means to the acquisition of the skills requicedecome an artisan remained
what it had long been: apprenticeship. At the iheigig of the century the
regulations still reflected quite closely thosalldown by the 1563 Statute of
Artificers and Apprentices. Under the terms o§tAcCt a seven-year
apprenticeship was required before a man couldipesa trad®€ and it was
intended that the apprenticeship should not exyefere the age of 24 years,
moreover, an age at which he might have been exghéctdevelop a sense of
responsibility and could emerge from general ogétsin another’s househofd.
The Statute also laid down certain rules with rddarthe social status and
property qualifications necessary for a boy to begpprentice to a particular
trade. Those trades which required no propertyiftpeion of the father but
nonetheless requiring an apprenticeship to be demege those viewed as most
necessary to support the basic activities of fifa settlement: trades such as
smiths, bricklayers and the more basic kinds ofvivea

As the eighteenth century progressed many of tipg@inements of the Statute of
Artificers fell into abeyance. The requirementsanfapprenticeship began to
vary between trades and the ability to pay the premdemanded by a master
craftsman in return for taking an apprentice becamee important than the
social standing of the father of the apprentices.w® will see below in the
chapter on fractionalism, apprenticeships to theenmwly trades were often
filled by boys placed there by local charities,inrthe worst-case scenario, by
children apprenticed by the parish. The latterensdrildren who were being
supported by parish poor relief and whom the owwsswished to see removed
from their books. An efficient method of achievitings was to pay a small
premium to place the child apprentice, preferablgnother parish. Thereby,

24 John Rule ‘The Labouring Poor’ in H.T. Dickinsomh & companion to eighteenth-century Britain
(Oxford, 2002), pp.183-195

**5 Elizabeth I, c.4

% Donald WoodwardMen at WorkCambridge,1995), p.55
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under the laws of settlement, responsibility favpding poor relief passed to the
parish in which the apprenticeship had been comglet

Completion of an apprenticeship meant that a youag—and it was usually
young men, female apprentices, although not unhafasdere relatively rare—
could set up in business in his own right if heldafford it or he could work as
a journeyman for another master craftsman. AllRatrick Wallis has argued
that the training of apprentices was less intenang more piecemeal than in
standard accounts. It is his opinion that instefgoreceding useful work, the
training of apprentices occurred in parallel wikeit engagement in profitable
labour for their master<,

In many towns in the early eighteenth century tliereained an element of the
guild structure which had controlled admissionrafts for many centuries. In
some cases the newly qualified craftsman wouldceljeired to submit a piece of
his work to the guild for examination and to payatdver dues were required.

In Saffron Walden this was not the case. No rexerdst of a guild structure
beyond those of a charitable nature such as thiel Guihe Holy Trinity?® In

the earlier part of the century, however, it wasma for an artisan wanting to
set up in business in his own right to take thedmm of the towr® By the latter
years of the century even this custom had decim&uportance, taking the
freedom being generally left to those men seelorgetve as aldermen or mayor.

The completion of an apprenticeship did not pldcgaung men on an equal
footing as they started out in business. Manyrdietors came into play. The
nature of the trade in which the young man wasifigdiwas very significant
since there was a very distinct hierarchy of trad&isthe bottom of the pile lay
those trades which

required very little capital to set up in busim@smd those trades which David
Cressy described as ‘dirty* although even within these trades there was a very
definite hierarchy. Young men who had completeagprenticeship in the more

2" patrick Wallis Apprenticeship and Training in Pre-Modern Brita#orking Papers on The Nature of
Evidence: How Well Do ‘Facts’ Travel? 22/07, L.S.E007), p.5

% ERO, D/B 2/GHT2/2 Guild of the Holy Trinity Accots) 1652-1835. The Guild of the Holy Trinity
had been closely linked with the establishmenhefAlmshouse in Saffron Walden

29 Saffron Walden Museum Archive, 41507, Saffron Véaldfreemen. Admission to the freedom was by
apprenticeship, patrimony or redemption. In otlwerds an apprenticeship within the town had to be
completed or the candidate was the son of a freemba was prepared to pay a hefty fine to secigre h
freedom.

% R.Campbell’sThe London Tradesmanf 1747 provides much valuable contemporary infatiom

about how different trades were viewed, the typapyrentice most suited to specific types work, the
premium to be paid on apprenticeship and the dosttting up in business on completion of the
apprenticeship.

31 David Cressyl.iteracy and the Social Order: Reading and writingrudor and Stuart England
(Cambridge, 1980), p.130.
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lowly artisanal trades were also less likely tod&amilies who were able to help
them with the set-up costs of starting a businessy of these families had had
to rely on charitable or parish support to sechesapprenticeship in the first
place! Crafts higher up the hierarchy which oftequired considerable skill and
education had higher setting-up costs but were iilaely to have attracted
apprentices from more affluent families: these weades such as apothecary or
cabinet maker.

So it can be seen that even the trade to whicluthywas apprenticed was
dependent not just on his innate ability, but @isdhe circumstances of his
family and their ability to pay the initial premiuamd to help with the costs of
setting up a business once he had completed hisrapgeship. There was
differentiation within the artisan sector of sogieven at this initial point.

Having outlined in a general way that differenbatioccurred in the nature of the
trades that an artisan might practise once he bagleted his apprenticeship, it
Is now relevant to consider where the artisan, edethis trade, might fit into
the overall social structure of the society of égimth century England and in
particular with reference to the market towns seatt throughout the length and
breadth of the land since it was here that mosaan$ would be found. Itis
therefore relevant to study an example of a madkeh as a case study for both
the role of the artisan within the community anddaonsideration of
differentiation within the artisan segment of marsvn society. As mentioned
above, it is for this purpose that Saffron Waldes heen selected although
reference will be made to other small market towfna similar kind for the
purposes of comparison where appropriate. Thesestovill predominantly be
drawn from Essex and its neighbouring countieboailgh other places will be
considered where pertinent.

The place of the artisan in the social order ofl&nd will be considered in much
greater depth below in Chapter 3, but an initi@raimation will help to provide a
context for the work that follows.

The part which classic conventional™&entury notions of social class has to
play in consideration of the social structure @& #gighteenth century is one that
must be approached with a certain degree of cEne.man walking through the
mud of Saffron Walden’s Market Place did not thaikhe society in which he
lived in terms of social classes but times werengiveg. True, Penelope Corfield
has suggested that the eighteenth century saw ebamghe way that the social
structure of England was discussed by contempa@@rymentators and in the
language which they employed. A new vocabulary@mtteptual framework
for the analysis and interpretation of society came use whereby ‘class’ as an
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organizing concept began to emerge from the spatifins of ‘rank’ and ‘order’
which had previously been employ&dShe has suggested that in the eighteenth
century a range of terms were employed to indipasgtions within society at

any one point in time. There were those referting social status conferred
primarily by birth being terms such as ‘rank’, ‘erd ‘degree’ and ‘station’.
These contrasted with ‘sort’, ‘part’ and ‘interesthich were employed for the
more socially mobile elements of eighteenth censaiety®® Laslett suggests
that in England, as a pre-industrial society, tiveas only one class in the
Marxist sense of a self-conscious grouping, butttina class contained a number
of status groups, all aware of their respectivustan comparison to the others.
This would seem to have been the case in the epdre of the eighteenth
century in England in general and in market towrehsas Saffron Walden for
the bulk of the century® He goes on to define ‘class’ as a number of geopl
banded together in the exercise of collective poweth economic and political,
whereas a status group is a number of people erjayi enduring the same
social status. The system of status was a shdgbiyeated system which drew
clear distinctions and the various gradations weézarly established and
universally recognised. This might be seen athealeast, a Marxistante
approach since it imposes our definitions on thgeernces of the members of
the artisanal segment!

If the ideas of Corfield and Laslett of a societyr@any gradations are to be
accepted, it begs the question of whether men amdem in the eighteenth
century artisan viewed their society in the samg.wihe subject will be
discussed belowin much greater detail and so it suffices to daia point that
contemporary commentators had produced a numheaysd of describing the
social groups within the society of which they warembers. Defoe, for
example, writing in 1709 developed a seven-folgsification of society’
whilst Massie writing nearly fifty years later iif36 considered thirty different
income groups in seven socio-economic categdfiéhese are what an

%2 penelope J. Corfield, ‘Class by name and numbeighteenth-century Britain’, in Penelope J.
Corfield, ed.Language, history and clag®xford, 1991), p.103.

% Corfield, ‘Class by name..." p.112

% peter LaslettThe world we have lost — further explorgandon, third edition 1983), p.22.

% See below Chapter 3

% Daniel Defoe, A Review of the British Natiorvol. 6, no. 36, (25 June 1709)

37 Joseph Massi€alculations of taxes for a family of each rankgie or class: for one yegtondon,
1756)
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anthropologist would call ‘participant observer deds of a societ§? This topic
will be elaborated below in the section ‘Interptista Framework 3

It is also germane to note that which is too ofiearlooked because so obvious
in the English experience. And that is the reldyifme gradations of this
society, and the increasingly fine degree of giadaacknowledged as the
eighteenth century progressed. In this broaderesbmthat emerges with regard
to artisan society as significantly fragmentedssli symptomatic of the wider
context within which the artisanal segment subdiste

Itis, therefore, a question not only of how thgheeenth century artisan was
seen by the commentators of the day or by us, duthe saw himself: what
Ward categorises as ‘participant modéfsit might be said that Defoe was
working at the conceptual level. He observed tdwesy of which he was a
member, albeit not an artisan himself, and comnteoiteit in a somewhat
descriptivefashion. In this he was similar to William Péttand Gregory Kintf
in their works of political arithmetic. An artisaon the other hand, would have
had a morexperientialapproach to any description that he might havéevriof
his life. He lived the life of the artisan rathiban describing it, but was the life
experienced by all artisans the same?

Broadly speaking, wherever possible this thesigptsda phenomenological
approach in the modern sociological sense of tme. té/herever possible it
attempts to reconstruct the life experience andifilv@iew of those being

studied rather than simply imposing on them our ewalytical categories.
Although, in most instances, we do not have theatlivoice of the historical
actors but must infer their perspective from th&iled reconstruction of their
lives. This latter approach, through the techniglueominal data linkage, is most
in evidence in appendices 4 and 5. It is an apprdzet has proved to be
especially pertinent when what is being deline#&dte often nuanced and
fluctuating differences among artisans.

% Barbara E. Ward, ‘Sociological Self-Awareness: 8dsses of the Conscious Models’, Man n.s. 1.2,
(1966), pp.201-215

% See below p. 14

“0Ward,op.cit.

“Iwilliam Petty,Political arithmetic; or, a discourse concerningetlextent and value of lands, people,
buildings; husbandry, manufacture, commerce, fighertizans, seamen, soldiers; publick revenues,
(Glasgow,1751)

“2 Gregory KingNatural and political observations and conclusiam®n the state and condition of
England, 1696. To which is prefixed a life of &uthor by G. Chalmers... A new editifirondon, 1810)
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Moreover, there is a further especial relevandad@iphenomenological approach
when studying artisans. Authors such as Merleauy?dndiscussing Husserl's
ideas on history, lay emphasis on the fact thasciomsness is always an
embodied consciousness. Clearly, artisans coreditutuniverse of ‘makers’.
They especially, among their contemporaries, utdedsthe world through the
substance of the raw materials they handled arftedrand the bodily co-
ordination of eye and hand that allowed them tevidb deftness things that the
great majority of us today are largely not capaifldoing. Richard Sennett,
while commenting on all the above points, also rsighat craftsmanship
names an enduring, basic human impulse, the desite the job well for its own
sake!* It was this, as well as the need to earn a liingupport themselves and
their families, that motivated the majority of tnrembers of the artisan segment
of Saffron Walden society in the eighteenth century

Among other things this thesis also attempts tacalie the artisanal population
to a specific place within the overall social hretey of the town of Saffron
Walden and within the social organisation of Erglisarket towns in general in
the eighteenth century. Was the nature of theartsector of society so
fragmented—economically, socially and by religipessuasion—that, at best, it
can be said that while some artisans might usabpellation ‘gentleman’ and
others might be termed ‘paupers’, the bulk of theug lay somewhere within
the ‘middling sort’ of eighteenth century society® Keith Wrightson puts it:

The criteria of social evaluation were complex dhdefined. Local
patterns

of stratification varied considerably. Individualcsal mobility was
constant

and frankly recognise®.

For the purposes of this thesis, therefore, asanrtwill be taken to be a
craftsman of some sort; someone who was able thrbiggtraining as an
apprentice to use skills of hand and eye to produncarticle fit for the purpose
for which it was intended. Obviously, as in alllkgaof life, there were more and
less skilled artisans. Also contemporaries fregjyanade a distinction between
what were seen as ‘clean’ and ‘dirty’ trades. Samtisans might progress
through life to achieve the nomenclature of ‘gant@’ whilst others might sink

“3 Maurice Merleau-Ponty, ‘Phenomenology and ther@eie of Man’ ilrPhenomenology, Language and
Sociology, selected essays of Maurice Merleau-R@&uatyJohn O’Neill (London, 1974), pp.227-279.

4 Richard Sennetfhe CraftsmargYale University Press, 2008), p.9

“5 K. Wrightson, The social order of early-modern England: thregragches', in L. Bonfield, R. M.
Smith, and K. Wrightson, edS.he world we have gained : histories of populationl social structure
(Oxford, 1986), p. 191. The idea of a long-terriwal approach to economic life is more fully
developed in Wrightson'Barthly Necessitiefrale, 2000).
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to the degradation of the workhouse and a paugeai#e. It is the reasons for
these distinctions within a group which contempesaplaced variously as part
of the ‘middle sort®® or as an elite of the ‘lesser sort’ of per§ahat will be
discussed in the following chapters in an efford¢cide whether there was such
a thing as an artisan segment in the eighteenttuigeand to what extent it was
seriously fragmented. Given the empirical findilogs$his study with regard to
the exceptionally fragmented nature of the artssgment at this time, it may
well be that the greatest commonalty was theireshaxperience arising from
their engagement in making. As Sennett commethige twas a stability
through shared skill, with craftwork establishingealm of skill and knowledge.
“8 However, not all artisans achieved the same degjfrskill and knowledge or
had the good fortune to come from families thati@¢aiffer support at the
beginning of their careers or when chance deaththgoor hand later in life.

Interpretative Framework

In attempting to understand the complex picturecwi@merges from the
empirical evidence discussed below in the main laddize text, | have
considered the insights not only offered by othstdnians writing on related
topics:® but also those which may be gained from concejsatiins that are
derived from outside history as a discipline. Alilgh, currently, there is less
resort to this technique than in the 1960s, thezeaaaumber of authors from
other disciplines whose work offers perspectivefulsvhen discussing
historical topics.

Currently the most influential of these is JurgeabErmas. In recent years
historians of the eighteenth century and earli@etaund it valuable to engage
with his work. Whilst the historical evidence tlet draws on may seem far
distant from the world of the eighteenth centurgddsmarket town, the concepts
that he crystallizes may, on occasion, be illumngatvhen considering the
artisans of Saffron Walden. The two areas whiehparticularly relevant to a
consideration of life in a small market town are toncepts of ‘public sphere’
and ‘sociability’. Both of these are discussedbe!® As both the secondary
literature and the empirical evidence demonstidédermas’©Offentlichkeitis

“63.J. Looney, "Cultural life in the provinces: Leethd York, 1720-1820, in A. L.. Beier, D.
Cannadine, and J. M. Rosenheim, €t@ike first modern society: essays in English histotyonour of
Lawrence StonéCambridge, 1989), p. 489 gives his opinion of¢hatemporary view of artisans.

47 John Rule, ‘The Labouring Poor’ in A CompaniorEighteenth-Century Britain ed. H.T. Dickinson
(Oxford, 2002), p.183 makes reference to Defoersehehereby artisans were placed just above the
labouring poor.

“8 SennettThe Craftsmanp.64 and p.95

9 See below, “Historiography”, p.16

* See below, p.19
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patently a rather different public sphere to tlwaind in Saffron Walden but it
nevertheless offers a certain amount of illuminad the situation in which the
eighteenth century artisan found himself when ktiglthe streets of his native
or adopted town en route to social, religious ibess appointments.

The concept of sociability similarly has somethiagffer to a discussion of the
artisan in eighteenth century Saffron Walden. Hghtnot have had access to
the grand ‘salons’ of which Habermas speaks, muimairld was, nevertheless,
one in which sociability had an important role tayp as the comments below on
benefit clubs seek to demonstrateThe sociability of the benefit club meetings
provided a sense of collective identity for its n@rs°* in a way that
membership of the artisan segment could not alwaygiven its fractional
nature. This topic would be discussed from mamgpectives in the main body
of this thesis.

However, whilst historians are currently engageththe relevance of
Habermas’s conceptualisations, they are somewssiréerested in the
phenomenological approach. As has already beeniot the process of
empirical research, it is the approach which islioitpn the notion of
phenomenology that has proved to be the most us€fmlthe whole the social
segment of artisans does not leave much direcesgmn of what they thought
or felt in the period under consideration. Therartisan kept a diary which was
later published, but they were very much the exoapt Nehemiah Wallingtah
dwelt most on religious topics whilst Thomas Turfigras more inclined to
focus on local social occasions. It is, howevesgible to use ‘indirect
evidence’ within strict limits to infer sentimembfn circumstances. Thus the
appeal of Samuel Miss&rwhen his house is destroyed by fire indicates
complete desperation. A single event such adtimngls home very clearly the
volatility which governed the circumstances of éggmth century artisans.
Similarly it has been possible on occasion, whieeestvidence will support it, to
reconstitute life courses to show the nature oketteriences that an artisan
might undergc? By applying analytical techniques it is possitdeénfer likely
responses to experiences. From these reconstgutibecomes very clear just
how volatile the life chances of the artisan segmeanre.

*1 See below p.20

%2 cf.William Outhwaite ed.The Habermas Readé®xford, 1996), p.229

%3 paul S. SeaveYvallington’s world: a puritan artisan in seventekrtentury LondoigStanford, Ca.,

1985)

> David Vaisey ed.The diary of Thomas Turner, 1754-17@3ford, 1984)

> ERO, QSS2/14/24, Petition of Thomas Loveday andug Missen, at a date between 1729 and 1743.
*% See Appendices 3, 4 and 5 below which deal relspécwvith the life courses of members of the
Archer family, Thomas Scrambler and Leonard Alderso
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Another means of clarification available from theepomenological approach is
a consideration of whose model of society is emgdloyThe way a society is
perceived may vary depending on whether the obse&wtanding totally outside
that society — a pure observer—or whether the obsés a part of that society—
a participant observer to use Ward’s categofi@y this Ward means that the
observer is looking around at the society of whielor she is a part. But even
here a differentiation of perspective can be pgatki A commentator such as
Defoe was part of the early eighteenth century evathich he sought to
describe, but he was not an artisan and theretariel @ot comment on what it
was like toexperience the lifef an artisan in all its nuances.

The issues that are thrown up by an attempt todefihat an artisan is and was
have suggested that it is also useful to engadeanliterature beyond the purely
historical and empirical, since this literature nieyp us to gain a firmer grasp
on the especially slippery nature of what it mdariie an eighteenth century
artisan. This is but one strand in the web of ustdading and it is, of course,
also vital to engage with what other historiansenawvitten about related topics
to provide a context for the empirical work thaltdas.

Historiography

When considering any topic of research, it is alsviayportant to know what has
already been written about the topic, the approatiet have been adopted and
the standpoints from which the material has beesgnted. This section will,
therefore, seek to identify the historiographyhad topic of eighteenth century
artisans before moving on to consider in later tdraphe differentiation that
occurs within that sector from economic, social eglifjious perspectives.

To date it would seem that the artisan sectorgtiteenth century society has
been a somewhat neglected backwater in terms dished material and it has
been this dearth of material that has made it andnteresting topic to research
in this thesis.

Studies have been made of specific types of tradels as Woodward’s work on
the building craftsmen of northern England in thdyemodern period and the
first half of the eighteenth centdf\and Davies’ work on the tailors and
shoemakers of Bristol in the last thirty yearstaf eighteenth century. There
are a few biographies based on the lives of adisach as that of the

" See above, p.12

*8 Donald Woodwarden at Work labourers and building craftsmen in tinens of northern England,
1450-1750(Cambridge, 1995)

%9 J.P. DaviesArtisans and the city : a social history of Brissoshoemakers and tailors, 1770-1800
(Bristol, 2003)
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seventeenth century puritan artisan, Nehemiah Wth® Studies have been
made of particular parts of the country such asyAWibod'’s study of the miners
of the Peak Countr{: However, such studies, although fascinating and
presenting a valuable insight into the lives ob#merwise under-researched
group, are fairly few in number.

More common are approaches to the study of theesgkh century as a whole
within which the artisanal segment of society iscaded a brief mention. Some
of these are general volumes which help to proaidentext for the artisanal
segment to be studied below in Saffron Walden, wastich as those by
Dickinsorf? and O’Gormaft and Langford® Others focus on more specific
areas such as the economic as in the case of Etaidohnsoff or the
economic and social for example Daunton’s work owepty and prosperitS’
Volumes such as these provide an interesting baakgkto the world in which
the eighteenth century artisans of Saffron Waldesd| but perhaps more
germane to the arguments of this thesis are thoskeswvhich seek to view the
eighteenth century from the perspectives of otbera groups. Thus to John
Cannon it was the aristocratic cenflfryhilst to E.P. Thompson it was the
century in which the working class found its rodts.

More recently a number of historians have soughligoover the life style and
tastes of what they have termed ‘the middling sofithough this term in itself
poses a question of who exactly constituted thelhmg sort. Broadly speaking
the ‘middling sort’ might be taken to be those walb between the two poles
investigated by Cannon and Thompson. John RudsWlilliam Beckford's
1761 definition of the "'middling people of Englaad' consisting of "the
manufacturer, the yeoman, the merchant, the cogetnyleman® while Looney
preferred to define the ‘middle sort’ as ‘consigtof artisans,
shopkeepers,...,and small merchaAtsVarious investigations of their lives in

0 paul S. Seaveallington’s world: a puritan artisan in seventekmentury Londoi§Stanford, Ca.,
1985)

1 Andy Wood,The politics of social conflict - the Peak Countt$20-177QCambridge, 1999)

%2 H.T. Dickinson ed.A Companion to Eighteenth-Century Britgidxford, 2006)

% Frank O’GormanThe Long Eighteenth Centuglyondon, 1997)

% paul Langford edThe Eighteenth Century 1688-18@Bxford, 2002)

%5 R. Floud and P. Johnson (ed3he Cambridge Economic History of Modern Britain :
Industrialisation, 1700-186QCambridge, 2004)

% M.J. DauntonProgress and Poverty. An Economic and Social HystdiBritain 1700-185¢Oxford,
1995)

67 John CannoriThe Aristocratic CenturyCambridge, 1984)

% E.P. ThompsorThe making of the English working clgésndon, 1963) an€ustoms in Common
(London, 1991)

% John RuleAlbion’s people: English society, 1714-181%ndon, 1992), p.55.

93.J. Looney, ‘Cultural life in the provinces’, B3t
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general have been written, such as the studiesargaviet Hunt!' Paul

Langford? and Jonathan Barry and Christopher BroGk3here are also studies
of the middling sort in specific locations. Thust& Earle focused on the
middling sort in Londori? whilst H.R. Frencf* was more interested in the
middle sort of people away from the capital, in tinns and villages of
provincial England, at a level as low as the pariShani d’Cruze bridged the
gap between the capital and the smaller towns alages of provincial England
with her work on the middling sort of the parlianemny borough of Colchester in
the eighteenth century.

The rise of this ‘middling sort’ is further explar¢hrough works on consumption
and gender issues. Thus Maxine Berg’'s exploratdiise industrial revolution
as the age of manufactures and then of consumeriSmtain and Europe as the
taste for luxuries spread down the social scatbercourse of the eighteenth
century have helped to inform our views of the diwd ordinary people at the
time.”” Meanwhile investigations into the roles that wonteok in the
eighteenth century, be it in business or in otlspeats of life, have helped to
give a fuller picture of the life that artisans ahdir wives lived’® This has been
an especially important development for the stuidgrisans as it should always
be remembered that the role of a woman in an agldamily was far more than
merely that of the homemaker and raiser of children

Although artisans belonged considerably lower dtwensocial ladder than did
the aristocrats of John Cannon’s ‘Aristocratic @eyit belonging more to Peter
Earle’s middle class and according to their conterapes to the lower part of
that segment of sociefythere was a degree of artisanal interaction vhiéh t
aristocracy. Indeed, one of the set of circumsarnbat helped to define artisans
was the extent to which theirs—the prevailing motiproduction for the greater
part of this period— engendered their intercoursess the social spectrum.
Equally, craft manufacture required an understapdircraft among those who

" Margaret R. HuntMiddling sort : commerce, gender, and the famil§irgland, 1680-178(Berkeley,
Ca., 1996)

2 paul LangfordA Polite and Commercial Peop{®xford, 1989)

73 Jonathan Barry and Christopher Brooks efse middling sort of peoplg.ondon,1994)

" peter EarleThe making of the English middle class : busingssiety and family life in London, 1660-
1730(London , 1989)

S H.R. FrenchThe Middle Sort of People in Provincial Englandp061750(Oxford, 2007)

® Shani d’CruzeA Pleasing ProspedHatfield, 2008)

" Maxine BergThe age of manufactures, 1700-1820 : industry,ation and work in Britain
gLondon, 1985)L.uxury and pleasure in eighteenth-century Brité@xford, 2007)

8 Bridget Hill, Women, work and sexual politics in eighteenth agrifmgland(London, 1994); Katrina
HoneymanWomen, Gender and Industrialisation in England,d-2870(Basingstoke, 2000); Nicola
Phillips, Women in Business, 1700-188Uoodbridge, 2006)

" Daniel Defoe, A Review of the British Natiorvol. 6, no. 36, (25 June 1709); Joseph Massie,
Calculations of taxes for a family of each rankgide or class: for one yedtondon, 1756)
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were consumers. For in craft manufacture theremaamced differences between
objects even from the same workshop, and discrimoimato be made among
workshops.

In the case of Saffron Walden this interactiothwine aristocracy was with the
Howard and Griffin Griffin families of Audley EndThe latter part of the
eighteenth century saw a resurgence of a nobilityy although spending much
time at their London properties, also wished tduerce the areas around their
country estates. Some aristocrats involved thamaseh politics and needed to
solicit the votes of the forty shilling freeholdeesident in their areas, others
served on the county magistracy and still othenevi@ppy to use their influence
to help solve ‘little local difficulties®® Such topics are considered by David
Eastwood in his books on the governing of the Emfjkhat lay outside the
metropolis and large towrs.

The artisans who held the forty shilling freehotiterand who were courted by
the competing political parties at times of elestiavere those who would have
sent their sons to the local grammar schools: eratiem the boarding schools
and private tutors of the gentry or the charityasdh of their impoverished
fellow workers. For them a reasonable standatdevbcy would have been
important in order to participate in a society ihigh the culture of print was
increasingly important. As Clark and Houston ekpléhe end of censorship in
1695 saw a flood of newspapers and magazines Where powerful dynamos
in the dissemination of new cultural ideas and fixas.’®* Bob Harris points out
that ‘many forms of print in the eighteenth centwsre not simply a facet of
either elite or popular culture, but rather thegnfed an important bridge
between them?®

The newspapers which formed such an importantgbdhte culture of print

made it possible for men from small towns to leaoout events happening far
beyond the compass of their somewhat limited ggageal worlds. These same
men, artisans by day, might well have visited el inn to gain access to the

8 See below in the chapter on Town Governance aigésa of Lord Howard of Audley End’s
involvement in the satisfaction conclusion of tref®n Walden Bread Riots of 1795/6.

8 David EastwoodGovernment and community in the English provint@80-1870(Basingstoke, 1997)
andGoverning rural England : tradition and transfornian in local government 1780-1840xford,
1994)

8 peter Clark and R.A. Houston, ‘Culture and leisdi#0-1840’ in Peter Clark e@ihe Urban History
of Britain, Il 1540-184Q Cambridge, 2000)

8 Bob Harris, ‘Print Culture’ in H.T. Dickinson ed.companion to eighteenth-century Britg®xford,
2002), pp.283-293
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local newspapef$or to attend meetings of clubs or societies. MalisSoules
suggests that a public sphere was emerging inigihkeenth century through the
growth of coffee houses, associations and the fre$his public sphere was an
embodiment of Habermas's lifeworl®ffentlichkei},®® a public space outside
the control of the state which may have grown duhe salons of the eighteenth
century where individuals could exchange ideasiaftimation. Ann Hughes
sums up Habermas’s ‘public sphere’, a realm of camuoative practices and
associations, as lying somewhere between the atat¢he intimate sphere of the
family.®” Thus Habermas provided a capsule definition isfrilew institution in
the eighteenth century: “The bourgeois public spmeay be conceived above all
as the sphere of private people coming togetharmslic.”®

The eighteenth century was an era of sociabilitictvimanifested itself for the
upper part of the middling sort in gatherings tayptards or enjoy musical
soirees in each other’s houses as described, &onghe, in Thomas Turner’s
diary®® Some of these people may also have belongee teatfious clubs and
societies which sprang up in towns throughout Brita serve a variety of tastes,
for this was a time of associational cultdfeAmong the most common were
‘benefit’ clubs which provided the opportunity feociability whilst also serving
as a means of support should a member fall ontiraes. Members would
gather at a local tavern on a regular basis toyeth@ conviviality of each other’s
company but also to pay a regular sum into theecsfdf the society to meet the
needs of anyone falling si¢kBarry argues that there are factors which at first
sight seem to preclude association among the boisigeeconomic and political
diversity, flux and mobility and a supposed gultiim the bourgeoisie between

8 papers local to Saffron Walden were the Ipswiairdal, The Chelmsford Chronicle and Cambridge
Chronicle although Walden tended to be locatecheretige of the sphere of influence of any of these
papers.

#See also Peter Clark’s woBkitish clubs and societies 1580-1800: the origifign associational

world (Oxford, 2000)

8 James Bohman and William Rehg, "Jirgen Haberrias' Stanford Encyclopedia of Philosophy
(Winter 2011 Edition), Edward N. Zalta (ed.), URL =
<http://plato.stanford.edu/archives/win2011/entfiabermas/>. (13.8.2013)

87 Ann Hughes ‘Men, the ‘public’ and the ‘privatefi The politics of the public sphere in early modern
England Peter Lake and Steven Pincus eds. (Manchest@r) 20p.191-212.

8 Harold Mah, ‘Phantasies of the Public Sphere: Réthi the Habermas of Historianggurnal of
Modern History 72.1 (2000), pp.153-182 quoting Habern&tsukturwandelerOffentlichkei(Berlin,

1962),p. 38.

8 David Vaisey ed.The diary of Thomas Turner, 1754-17@xford, 1984)

% Jonathan Barry, ‘Bourgeois Collectivism? Urbandksation and the Middling Sort’ in Jonathan Barry
and Christopher Brooks ed¥he Middling Sort of Peopl@asingstoke, 1994), p.84

% peter ClarkBritish clubs and societies 1580-1800: the origifisin associational worl@Oxford,

2000). The Rose Club in Saffron Walden, meetinfp@tRose and Crown, served such a purpose in the
middle years of the eighteenth century. A docunderting from 1771(ERO, D/DU 66/12) shows that of
thirty-five signatories, twenty-one can be ideetifias following artisanal trades and two more were
retailers. The trustees were Thomas Rankin and Bother. Rankin was a prosperous tallow chandler
and John Archer was a successful butcher. OfSh&dhatories 8 made their mark and 6 have been
identified as having been placed apprentice byadribe town charities.
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the elite and the rest, however, in fact, he argliese impelled them towards
associatior’? This may well have been the case for certain mesntfeSaffron
Walden'’s artisan segment, particularly those whghtnhave considered
themselves an elite either socially or financiallyt for those at the other end of
the spectrum association was more a case of reliamdriends and neighbours
when times were hard rather than a benign socrénce.

The topics discussed in the clubs and coffee hoafsBstain were many and
varied, there is no doubt, but at some points énetighteenth century the world
beyond the shores of Britain would have been a lpojmune. The artisans of the
market towns of England were not immune to theot$fef Empire. The
eighteenth century saw the British ‘empire of tha’grow as trading outposts
developed® These trading posts shipped new goods back taiBand became,
in turn, markets for the goods produced by thesamns of England. The empire
of the eighteenth century has been described dsrtifEre of goods®*

In the growing colonies of the ‘New World’, artisaplayed an important part.

As in the ‘mother country’ American artisans follesvapprenticeships, worked
as journeymen and formed benevolent societies g€ Artisans also played
an important role in other European countries,caig/h it seems that there, as
was sometimes the case in Britain, there was afltbkt there had always been a
better artisanal past. In the 1780s, for exankzcier, in hisTableau de Paris
bemoaned the way in which the old family ties disanal production had been
replaced by money and the market.

Sonenscher suggests that every aspect of artis@nalolved recognition of
rights and obligations of some kind; that work w@asontinuous process of
negotiation of many kind¥. His work on the hatters of eighteenth-century
France illustrates the work of a particular artedarade, the way in which it was
governed, the power of the guilds in particulad #re relationships between
master craftsmen, journeymen and apprenfites.

%2 Jonathan Barry, ‘Bourgeois Collectivism? Urbandksation and the Middling Sort’ in Jonathan Barry
and Christopher Brooks ed¥he Middling Sort of PeoplBasingstoke, 1994), p.89

% Kathleen WilsonThe Island Racé_ondon, 2003)

% p.J. Marshall edThe Oxford History of the British Empire ((Dxford, 1998) p.12 quoting T.H. Breen,
‘An Empire of Goods: The Anglicization of Colonidmerica, 1690-1776'Journal of British Studies
XXV (1986), pp.467-99.

% Howard B. Rock, “All her sons join as one banbfew York city’s artisanal societies in the early
republic’ in Howard B. Rock, Paul A. Gilje and RobAsher eds.American ArtisangBaltimore, 1995)
% Geoffrey Crossick, ‘Past masters: in search ofitisan in European history’ in Geoffrey Crossitk
The Artisan and the European Town, 1500-1@8I@ershot, 1997) pp. 1-40

" Michael Sonenschework and Wages — natural law, politics and the t#ghth- century French
trades(Cambridge,1989assim

%Michael Sonenschefhe Hatters of Eighteenth-Century Fran@erkeley Ca., 1987)
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Just as the ways of working of English artisansawepgressively amended as
the industrial revolution began to take hold in ldter years of the eighteenth-
century, so Michael Fitzsimmons suggests that teadh guilds, which held far
greater sway over members of their trades thamwldof the few remaining
English guilds, were in decline in the last quadkthe eighteenth-century and
were often more a function of municipal policy thafrcraft identity®

It was not only in England and France that artisaese at work in the
eighteenth-century. Throughout Europe there wasxgectation that artisanship
was a lifetime project in which a classigrsus honorumwvas followed leading
from apprenticeship to becoming a master craftsmaimough this tended to be
an ideal rather than reality. Increasingly the banof journeymen tended to
exceed the number who could hope to become mastigsraen and Crossick
argues that the classic life-course categorieswheyman and master were
becoming an increasingly unsatisfactory way of gapg the nature of artisanal
work structures even before Industrialisati6h.

It is evident that the eighteenth century saw mamanges in the way that
artisans worked and related to the communitieshithvthey lived, be they in
England, France, Germany or the countries of Scawdi. This study seeks to
explore the world of the eighteenth century artisatme setting of a small Essex
market town. It will seek to answer the questipased at the beginning of this
chapter. Did they form a single cohesive groudidrthey form part of many
different social categories? Did their place ia tiverall hierarchy of society
depend on the trade they followed, their socialtmysand contacts, their
religious affiliation or their position along thdife course? It will do so
informed—although not determined—by a number of emodheoretical
thinkers alluded above and in passing in what ¥edloAnd, in so doing, it will
seek to contribute to the clarification the rolalod artisan in eighteenth-century
British society.

% Michael P. Fitzsimmong;rom Artisan to Worke(Cambridge,2010)
1% Geoffrey Crossick, ‘Past masters’, p.8
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Chapter 2
The Town of Saffron Walden

In order to appreciate fully the nature of the semtonomic world inhabited by
Saffron Walden’s eighteenth century artisans, injgortant to have an
understanding of the physical and topographicatecdrihat they inhabited.
Thus this chapter is essentially and, of necesdégcriptive, providing a
background against which the analysis of the secmomic sphere can be set.
People do not experience society in the abstrattather through many
encounters and in specific contexts. It will bgueed in later chapters that
artisans, who formed the core of the middling so@affron Walden, were more
fragmented and less homogeneous than has beeneakhitherto. This
fragmentation is partly hidden from the observenfithe modern world, but
from a phenomenological viewpoint the fragmentaaod the consequences of
fragmentation will largely have been experiencethiwithe framework of the
eighteenth century townscape.

It can, thus, be seen that in this respect thiptelnas doing rather more than
mere ‘scene setting’. Rather it is depicting alyiand often neglected, aspect of
social experience, that is the ‘locale’. The ‘lecavill prove to be especially
germane in the context of the specific argumerttithe follow%*

This chapter seeks to present two themes. Thadits provide a general
context for the arguments that follow. The secsng present the notion of
fractionalism from a spatial viewpoint by employitige specific locale of
Saffron Walden.

i Saffron Walden in its context

The market town of Saffron Walden is located in¢halk uplands of north-west
Essex, in the hundred of Uttlesford, within somenales of the borders with
Cambridgeshire, Hertfordshire and Suffolk. Thdesabf the river Cam runs
about a mile to the west of the town. (See Mapriljhe eighteenth century it
was one of several small market towns with a pdmraf between 1,500 and
3,000 that lay to the south of Cambridge. Otbamis of a similar size were
Royston in Hertfordshire and Haverhill in Suffolkinton, just over the border
into Cambridgeshire, had originally been one of twunty’s market towns, but
by the eighteenth century it had shrunk in sizeiamgbrtance.

191 With thanks to Dr Victor Morgan for his thoughts this topic.
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Saffron Walden did not lie on any of the major sutays out of London,
although a toll road, the Hockerill Highway in thalley of the Cam, was built in
the 17403 The route-ways that met in Saffron Walden, altholegding to
other settlements, were side roads rather than roates. (Map 2 shows the
present structure of roads and their numbers.ofathese roads were extant in
the eighteenth century.) Even the road from Chiglrdgo Walden (B.184 on
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Map 1: Saffron Walden and its surrounding counties

192 £ H. Maud,The Hockerill highwayColchester, 1957).
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Map 1) was described by Ogilby and Mor§f&ms a cross road, the category
below major routes. Plans to build a direct raatBury St. Edmunds, a centre
of equivalent size and importance to Cambridge ndidmaterialise. This lack of
a main route through the town was to have an impacthe type of cultural and
social events that the town could oftét.

i
l
|
|

Castle Camps

°*Radwinter

Great Sampford

Map 2: Saffron Walden and its hinterland.

Although only located on a cross road, Saffron Waldid not lack links and
planned route-ways to other settlements within listtmmediate area and the
wider region. Its role as a market town meant ithaéd well-established links
with the villages of its immediate hinterland, teaettlements for which it
served as central place and market centre, for pbeatime surrounding ring of
villages such as Newport, the Chesterfords, AshBawlwinter, Wimbish and
Debden. (Map 3 indicates the relative positionthd ring of larger villages as
well as more minor settlements and the Audley Estdte within the hinterland.)

193 30hn Ogilby and William Morgargilby’s and Morgan’s pocket book of the rogtiendon, 1752),
p.55.

103 Although similar in size to Walden, Stamford, Lsndying on the Great North Road, was able toroffe
its inhabitants an Assembly Rooms (1717) and anthéa768). (See A. Rogefhe book oStamford,
Buckingham, 1983p.74)
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The lack of flourishing market towns in southerm@@aidgeshire meant that
there were well-developed links with places ateatgr distance such as
Balsham and Sawston. Other route-ways had tragleections, those to the east,
for example, with the cloth trade. The route tlyloiRadwinter and Hempstead
towards Horseheath lay in the direction of thosen®which, in the early years
of the eighteenth century, were still importanttoes of the new draperies.
Routes to the south-west led into Hertfordshire tameards Ware in particular.
Until the opening of the Stort Navigation in 1768 Ware, on the Lea
Navigation, was the main port of transhipment faltrdestined for London
brewers. The opening of the Stort Navigation mdélaait malt could be sent
south by road to Bishops Stortford and then on hiewto London. Plans to
extend the Stort Navigation northwards to Saffroald&n and then on to
Cambridge failed to materialis&®

195 http://www.jim-shead.com/waterways/History.php?wea§ TRTconsulted 24.2.2009

1% samuel Weston made a survey for the proposedsiatenf the Stort Navigation to Saffron Walden
in 1788. This was probably part of the plan td line Stort Navigation to the Brandon River. A tieg
was held at Great Chesterford in 1789 to approigeptan and a map was produced by William Faden,
Geographer to the King in 1790 under the title tSémd Brandon Navigation’ (ERO, D/DBy P4).
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Map 3: Saffron Walden and Audley End

The area around Saffron Walden has been inhakited the Neolithic period.
Evidence of prehistoric man in the form of flinbte has been found in the area.

There was a large Roman settlement to the no@redt Chesterford and

evidence of smaller settlements elsewhere in th@sading area. Within the
bounds of the present town a substantial Saxontegyneas excavated between

1876 and 1878 in the area to the west of the Higtes®°’

The origins of Saffron Walden as a market towrdCorepyng Walden’ as it was
then known, date to its grant of a market by atelnaf 1141 from the Empress
Matilda to Geoffrey de Mandeville, Earl of EssexiaBonstable of the Tower of

London. By this charter the market was removethfrearby Newport to
Saffron Walden to be held at the de Mandeville'stleeon Sundays and

1973, R. BassetSaffron Walden: excavations and research 1972-1@3@Imsford, 1982), p.9
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Thursdays® The charter also granted a fair to run from the & Pentecost for
one week. Further charters granted a market teelieon Tuesdays to the Abbot
and Convent of Walden in 1295 and in 1143 and E##8r to be held around
the feast of St. James {23uly). In both these cases the fair was grartehe
Church of St. James and its monks or the AbbotCGomlent:*® Walden Priory,
later Walden Abbey, was a Benedictine house fout@éddeen 1136 and 1139.
The foundation charter granting churches and laiohg from 1140, by

Geoffrey de Mandevillé*° was dedicated to the Virgin and St. James. It was
located to the west of the town on the site nowupaxd by Audley End House.

As a market town Saffron Walden served, and sdonassy, a hinterland of
villages from both Essex and Cambridgeshire. TiheeHand can be
approximately delineated by the distance that & p@ssible to walk to and from
the market in a single day, a distance of someniées. According to Central
Place Theory this would constitute the main sploéiafluence of the town.
Theoretically, the larger the range of higher-oslEwices the town provides, the
larger the sphere of influence. Thus CambridgeBumy St. Edmunds were
higher-order settlements than Saffron Walden, offemore social facilities and
professional services, but Saffron Walden rankex/abhe villages that, in turn,
used it as a market centre.

il The economic dimension

At the beginning of the eighteenth century the ngonomic activity in Saffron
Walden, besides agriculture, was the wool tradetzsd been for several
hundred years. The earlier trade in saffron, whiati given its name to the
town, was in decline. A.F.J. Brown suggests thafffon had been discontinued
by 1730, when it had almost disappeared arountbtke’,**? although in the
1690s it had been not only the main marketing eefiotr saffron but also the

centre of its growth.

Records show the presence of both woolcombers aadevs in the town in the
early eighteenth century and although only one mvéhtions any kind of

198 samantha Letters, ‘Online Gazetteer of MarketsFaics in England Wales to 1516’
<http://www.history.ac.uk/cmh/gaz/gazweb2.html>s$Ex] (last updated 23 July 2007)

199 Samantha Lettersp.cit.

1% biana Greenway and Leslie Watkiss (eds. and w@é#sl), The Book of The Foundation of Walden
Monastery(Oxford, 1999), p.xviii

Y hitp://www.csiss.org/classics/content/6dnsulted on 1.12.2012.

112 A F.J. BrownEssex at work 1700-18X&helmsford, 1969), p.39
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spinning or winding wheéf:* it is likely that many of the women of the town
would have spun in their spare time, although mothe@ scale of larger centres of
the wool trade such as Colchester, Braintree, Bgckind Coggeshall.

Some of the wool trade in Saffron Walden at thsetwas of the kind called the
‘new draperies’. The new draperies were lightersied cloth of the type
described as ‘bays and says*. They were particularly targeted at the Spanish
and Portuguese markeéfSMost of the rest of the weavers were involved in
fustian weaving. Fustian cloth was a coarser ¢iSrused for clothing by the
poorer classes.

By the middle of the century the woollen trade 8s& was beginning to
decline. The Seven Years War (1756-1763) haddele loss of markets for the
new draperies in Spain and Portugal, a loss fochvbrders for military
uniforms did not compensate, and the early staffeeandustrial revolution
saw the rise of the Yorkshire woollen trade agaivisth Essex could not
compete, although the heartlands of the Braintrelet@ster area clung on
longer than outposts such as Saffron Walden. ©ftwenty-five charity
apprentices placed by Bromfield’s Chatiyin trades relating to the woollen
trade, eighteen were apprenticed in the first guant the century. Only five
were placed in the second half of the century ethvigh woolcombers and two
with fustian weavers. The last apprentice, oneréace Mynott, was
apprenticed in 1780 to a woolcomber, Thomas Mautimor, in Clavering, a
village some five miles from Saffron Walden. Thjgprenticeship took place
two years after the last Bishop Blaize Processiohi7i78'® Bishop Blaize was
the patron saint of woolcombers and his saint's &apruary %, had been an
occasion of great celebration, a procession foltbbse a feast. For such a
popular occasion to be discontinued suggestsltieat/bol trade had sunk to a
position of insignificance in the town.

It was fortunate for the town that as the wool éréell into decline malting began
to increase in importance. Saffron Walden hadgsssesd a malt mill from early

13 ERO, Will 253 CR 12, Frances Doughty, widow. Anding wheel and a pair of shears were left to
her son James.

14 For the late seventeenth century cloth trade Bt Baglia, see N. B. Harte (edlhenew draperies in
the Low Countries and Englari®xford, 1997).

15p_J. Bowden, ‘Wool supply and the woollen indusirge Economic History Review.s., 9 (1956),
p.53

11860, E.D. http://dictionary.oed.com/cgi/entry/50091271?sirdléquery_type=word&queryword=fustian
&first=1&max_to_show=1@onsulted 25.2.2009

117 See below p.121

18 John PlayerSketches of Saffron Waldéaffron Walden, 1845), p.85.
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times'® and Peaty suggests that by 1600 there were aisigasaltings in the
town.*° Ball claims that by the early eighteenth centmyth-west Essex was
well established as a source of good barley fotimgi**and Crosby states that
‘Malting became of more than local importance by darly eighteenth century
when it was virtually a universal market town intlys?*in response to the
demands of London brewer$® By 1754, 85% of the 13,970 quarters of malt
produced in the Saffron Walden area made theirtwayndon®?*firstly via
Ware, later by the Hockerill Highway Turnpike tosBops Stortford and then,
after 1769, by the Stort Navigation to the RivealLdall suggests that the
quantity of malt sent to London from the immediatea around Saffron Walden
in 1754 represents the annual production of almutéen malthouses and that
by 1790 there were twenty-two malthouses in thentiself'*> The malting
industry reached its peak in the nineteenth centlmgn there were at least
thirty-one malthouses working in Walden. Gold 8treas the centre of the
trade with seven different maltings operating Inat Market Place, High Street
and Castle Street all had maltings. Map 4 shoestteets where the maltings
were to be found. Unless the malting has surviitad not possible to give a
precise position within each street.

119E R.O. D/B 2/BRE8/3 William Hayward’s survey okttown lists a malt mill in the Market Place in
the 17" century.

1201an P. PeatyEssex brewers and the malting and hop industrigeetountyNew Ash Green, 1992),
p.128

121 Geoffrey Ball, ‘The floor malting industry of NdrWest Essex and East Hertfordshire up to circa
1914’, Saffron Walden Historical Journah,s.. 4 (8), (2004) p.10.

1221n Saffron Walden brewing was carried out by matts innkeepers and individuals for their personal
use.

123 Tony Crosby, ‘The development of malthouses ardhedHertfordshire-Essex bordeindustrial
Archaeology Review22 (2000), p.39.

124 A F.J. Brown Essex at workp.60.

125 Geoffrey Ball,Floor malting industry p.13
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Although by the latter part of the eighteenth amel@arly nineteenth centuries
many of the maltings were supplying malt for theatilon brewing trade, some
maltings continued to be small-scale operatiortheyg had been in the early
eighteenth century. Jonathan Brown points outelgiiteenth century
economists viewed malting as a branch of commaextteer than a manufacturing
industry because there was so much trade in triupt® It was commercially

a better deal to trade in malt than barley becauggarter of barley equalled
448bs., whilst a quarter of malt weighed just 33§, thus reducing transport
costs. Many of the Walden maltings in the early pathe century would have
been small-scale operations. A single man coulkwetween fifteen and thirty
quarters of steeped grain and thus most maltingstepacity within this range.

The small-scale maltings tended to handle maltwloatd be used in local
breweries. In the 1760s about 60o%all brewing was done at home, the
remainder being in the hands of the retail brewgsblicans and beer house
keepers who made their own beer. It was only tdwéne end of the century
that common brewers, that is wholesale brewegaiiéo play a more important
role in Saffron Walden using more of the malt tthatnot find its way to
London. One of the earliest common brewers in \&falas the Gibson family.
George Gibson, a Quaker miller from Maldon, hadladghed a shop in the
Market Place in 1763. His son Atkinson Francismedrinto the Quaker Wyatt
family of Saffron Walden in1789. His wife Elizabdirought with her the
family brewery which she had inherited from hehéat Jabez. Jabez had
described himself as a common brewer, malster atbigr in his will of
1780*?" This small brewery was the basis of the Gibstargie-scale common
brewing business.

It is interesting to note that Jabez Wyatt describienself not just as common
brewer and malster in his will, but also as a wedbsMost of the malsters in
Walden worked at a small scale as has been notagaliMany would have also
carried on another trade since in the eighteenttucg malting was not a year-
round occupation. In the summer there was no ngatt do so men working in
malting needed another way of earning a livingmiyithese months. Many
would have, in common with most of the populatibM&lden, worked some
pieces of land but others continued with the tradasthey had learned in their
youth before they saw the profit to be made in mg)tas was the case of Jabez
Wyatt the websterOthers worked in trades that were complementamgatiing,
jobs best carried on in the summer months suchiels &nd tile making or in the

126 Jonathan Brown, ‘The Malting Industry’ ifthe Agrarian History of England and Wales, 175041,85
ed. G.C. Mingay (Cambridge, 1989), VI pp. 501.
127ERO, D/B 2/TDS5/14/23 Will of Jabez Wyatt, comnimewer, malster and webster, 1780.
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related trades of corn dealing and milliff§.Brown suggests that malting was
one of the soundest enterprises in pre-industngldhd. Men involved in this
trade often went on to invest in other busines&eJhis was certainly the case
with the Gibson family who went on to open the 8affWalden and North
Essex Bank, one of the precursors of Barclays B&hk.

It can be seen that the two industries of wool imadt provided the economic
background to life in Saffron Walden in the eigmigecentury. In the early part
of the period many artisans had some involvemetiiarwool trade in addition
to their own trades, in the latter part of the aepnthis was replaced by malting.

li.  Saffron Walden and its neighbours

As well as the villages of its hinterland and thieeo market towns of the area,
Saffron Walden also had neighbours in terms otdbal aristocracy. According
to Adams’Index Villarisof 1680, the parish of Saffron Walden contained th
seats of more than three gentlemM&nOf these, the most important was Audley
End, located about a mile to the west of the towthie river Cam.

The mansion at Audley End had been built by Thorgas, of Suffolk on the
site of Walden Abbey granted by Henry VIII to Thanhord Audley, his Lord
Chancellor. For many years Audley End was in theds of the Earls of
Suffolk, but in 1668 it was purchased by Charlesslla convenient stopping
point on the road to Newmarket. The mansion wasmed to the Earls of
Suffolk in 1701and all monies outstanding from @rewn were cancelled. At
this point the mansion was a vast building, but721-2 three sides of the great
guadrangle were demolished on the advice of thataat Sir John Vanbrugh.

In the mid-years of the eighteenth century the neemnand estate passed from the
Earls of Suffolk first to Lord Effingham and than,1747, to the Countess of
Portsmouth. She further reduced the size of thesioa!®? On the death of the
Countess of Portsmouth the property passed todmgraw Sir John Griffin

128 From an analysis of the trade references in tle@Gdury Lists for the Saffron Walden Quarter
Sessions it appears that in any seven-to-fifteem-geriod no more than six men described their
occupation as malster. It might be that this figswggests the number of malsters that the towld cou
sustain.

129 Brown, The Malting Tradep.513

130 Malcolm White,Saffron Walden's Histor{Saffron Walden, 1999), p.147

131 John Adamsindex Villaris (London, 1680), p.368

132 Richard, Lord Braybrooké he History of Audley Enlondon, 1836), p.93. In 1747 an estimate was
made of the materials at Audley End in case it pdked down.

33



Hilary Walker
Differentiating the artisan

Griffin, later fourth Lord Howard de Walden andstiBaron Braybrooke who ran
the estate until his death in 1797.

The presence of the Audley End mansion had an ingrathe economy of
Saffron Walden. Throughout the period it providgedumber of jobs for local
people, usually in the lower echelons of the statie more important servants,
during Sir John Griffin Griffin’s time at least, sonuted seasonally with Sir
John between Audley End and his London residehtd.770 there were twenty
five staff:**including some whose names are to be seen elsewhtre town.
The Archer family, for example, was representedhsah, the kitchen maid, and

William the postillion*®

The estate also provided employment for some ofdwa’s craftsmen.

Evidence for the early part of the period is somavdketchy, but from 1762,
when Sir John Griffin Griffin inherited the estatmtil the end of the century,
monthly vouchers for household and estate expensegs/e giving details of
expenditure. An analysis of a sample set of vorscfrem 1763-8 shows the
type of trade between the town and the estate. nidrehly household vouchers
for 1768°° show that, although many of the household’s neeals have been
provided by the same firms which supplied the fgimiLondon house, Saffron
Walden tradesmen were patronised for certain cdaslsgoods. Robert
Mapletoft, the local apothecary, submitted billelaven out of twelve months,
mostly for medicines for the servants, while Wiidampey, the local brazier,
submitted bills in ten months out of twelve for iminepair work and John Pratt,
the locksmith, eight bills. Other local tradesmesre less frequently patronised:
George Gibson, a local draper, submitted a sinifjlasdid Thomas Payne,
bookseller and stationer, and Thwaites the cloclenallames Gin Searle, a local
tailor, submitted bills for clothing for the sentanbut not for the family. It
seems that for non-food requirements the tradesh#re town provided for the
needs of the servants rather than the family.

The tradesmen of the town also provided food seppb the estate. John
Edwards and John Rusted provided baking and mislergice$®” and Bennet
Reeves worked as a brewer providing Hé&whilst William Turner and William
Swan provided meat. Malt was supplied at the |eoadl, by Thomas

133 william Addison,Audley EndLondon, 1953), p.xii

13 ERO., D/DBy/A11 Audley End Receipt Book, 1755-1773
1%5ERO., D/DBy/A11 Audley End Receipt Book, 1755-1773
13ERO., D/DBy A26 Monthly Household Vouchers 1768
13"ERO., D/By A18-21 Audley End Housekeeping Book63-2
138 ERO., D/Dby A26 Monthly Household Vouchers 1768
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Pennystone, the estate steward, and by a membee dicher family**® The
cooper’s services are reflected in vouchers sehsdoseph Whiston’s bills.
Bread and meat needed to be bought locally to supgt the fresh produce that
the estate could provide. Williams comments tfae‘ Audley End household
accounts show that local tradespeople as well addmers and others benefitted
from Griffin’s demands for a wide variety of comniibes’.**°

Household vouchers also provide information aboleioservices that local
craftsmen supplied to the estate. The voucher$768 suggest that the greatest
amount of business concerned the estate livestiogkorses in particular.
Thomas Johnson, the blacksmith, was a frequenbrisi the estate as was
William Symonds the collar maker who dealt with lisons concerning harness
and tackle. John Bush, the wheelwright, also sttbthregular bills, sometimes
several times in a month. If all the vouchers sitiigioh are considered, those
concerning the care of the animals and workingalehiof the estate are by far
the most numerous. This is to be expected sirettial craftsmen would be
known to the local men who worked on the estatees€& were matters which did
not concern the family provided they did not inéeef with the smooth running of
the estate and so could be dealt with by local leewphout the need to summon
specialists from London.

As well as providing regular employment for a numbielocal people and
patronising local businesses, the Audley End esillateprovided opportunities
for casual work. This was particularly the caserduthe considerable work that
was carried out on the estate during Sir John @1@fiffin’s tenure. Although
many of the master craftsmen employed were leadéhir fields at this time,
others were local men. Samuel Wade, the plumbén Bunten, plumber and
glazier, George Day, one of the estate brickmaleerd,Richard Ward,
bricklayer, were all local craftsmen, who, in tuemployed others. For example
in July 1763 Richard Ward submitted a bill for wdrk himself, a master
bricklayer, five bricklayers, one apprentice, flabourers and two boys
employed in cleaning brické!

However it was for local unskilled labour that th&lding work presented the
biggest opportunity. Dorothy Monteith has suggestet the labour released by
the decline of such traditional industries as weaffron and tanning had not all
been absorbed by the growing malting industry antthere was a readily
available source of unskilled labour availabledasual work during the

139 3.D. Williams, ‘The noble household as a unit@isumption: the Audley End experience, 1765-
1797, Essex Archaeology and History, 23, (199p)6@-78

140 3.D. Williams,_ibid, p.76

1“1ERO, D/IDBy/A242

35



Hilary Walker
Differentiating the artisan

renovations:** The building work provided a source of employnfentiocal
workmen and meant that a part of the £100,000 adguknirculated in and round
Saffron Walden.

It can, therefore, be seen that the economic infleef Audley End on Saffron
Walden was quite considerable. However, this erilte was not solely
economic. The owner of Audley End had the righappoint the vicar of
Saffron Walden and thus had a profound influenctherway that the cure of
souls in the town was carried out. It was alsonftcord Howard, as Sir John
Griffin Griffin became, that advice was sought hg Mayor and Corporation at
the time of the Bread Riots in 1795. Henry Archeniting as mayor of the town,
begged Lord Howard to use his influence to seculieany help to control the
situation'** Lord Howard did use his influence at this pointla troop of the
Surrey Light Dragoons had the desired effect whefy arrived in the town. No
doubt Lord Howard was happy to assist the flustenagior since a full-scale riot
less than a mile from his house would not have laegleasing prospect!

The presence of the Audley End estate so closarid Hid have a considerable
effect on the town of Saffron Walden. It offereaiployment for some of the
town’s artisans, trade for the shopkeepers, a ueagspresence to the town
governors in uncertain times and occasionally @reised its influence to ensure
the comfort of favoured employees in their dotagedcuring a place for them
in the town almshousé?

In the wider context of John Cannon’s work on tlghteenth century as the
‘aristocratic’ century:* it might be claimed that the relationship betw&affron
Walden and the Audley End estate highlights onth@fparadoxes of the period:
that the emergence of the artisan part of the nmgdiort, at least in some
locations like Saffron Walden, depended on the awhiiar their services from
the great houses and their occupants. This cadg stinforces a point which
works against a tendency in pre-modern historidgyaphich unduly
compartmentalises society. On the one hand therbéd®en the study of a broadly
conceived aristocracy. On the other hand, theré&taethers’. On the contrary,
this study demonstrates the mutual interdependeiniteese groups and the role
of the aristocracy as a driver of economic activity

192D, Monteith, ‘Saffron Walden and its environs:tady in the development of a landscape’,
(unpublished M.A. dissertation, University of Lomjd 958).

143ERO, D/DBy 012 Correspondence and letters in cotime with the Saffron Walden bread riots.
1“4ERO., D/Q 67/2/1 and 2 Minutes of Walden AlmshouSee below p.149 Widow Webb.

145 John CannorAristocratic century: the peerage in the eighteerehtury(Cambridge, 1984)
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iv. The Plan of the Town

The town of Saffron Walden in the eighteenth centuas bordered by the
Audley End estate to the west and an area knowimeaS€ommon to the East.
The presence of the Audley End estate to the wWhsitwely limited any
expansion of the town in this direction.

The road known variously as Cuckingstool End Stieleddle Watch and High
Street formed the main north-south axis with treell roads running westward
and five larger roads, roughly parallel, runningteeard, from south to north:
Baileys Lane, George Street, Market End Streetr(lkiing Street), Church Street
and Castle Street. (See Map 5, Eyre’s 1758 mapeafown.) The Market Place
lay at the end of Market End Street and the ChaofcBt. Mary the Virgin
between Church Street and Castle Street. A nuoflenaller streets provided
north-south links between these larger roads. High Street axis provided the
link south to the Cam valley and Newport and neotlards the Chesterfords
and Cambridge. The road from Thaxted to Lintongarnhe easterly side of the
town. Other roads led to villages such as Radwemel Ashdon.

The main commercial heart of the town lay betweenrGe Street and Church
Street. It was here that the open Market Placelocaded as were the various
rows such as Butcher, Tanner and Grocer Rows,lenButter Market. The
latter were a survival of the mediaeval marketgratbf the town. Many of the
town’s butchers were still to be found clustere@uticher Row. Other
commercial premises were to be found elsewherearidwn, but in smaller
numbers. The structure of the rows, a set of maparallel streets, can still be
seen in their modern form. Photographs 1, 2 asldo8v Market Row, Butcher
Row and Mercer Row respectively. Market Row shdvesfront side of the
buildings and Butcher Row the back of the samefktildings.
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Map 5: Edward Eyre’s 1758 Map of the town of Saffi&alden (ERO, T/M 90/1) Reproduced courtesy offthsex Record Office
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Photograph 1: Market Row

Photograph 2: Butcher Row
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Photograph 3: Mercer Row

The numerous inns, alehouses and victuallers wgparit a measure of the
central place functions provided by the town tasthaho visited it. They were
to be found scattered throughout the town but atherpreponderance was to be
found around the market. In 1786 seventeen al&sonsinns were registered in
Saffron Waldert*® The most prestigious, the Rose and Crown, waatsitl on
the Market Place. It was from the Rose and Crdvwaih ¢coaches and wagons set
off for places as far afield as London and it wetha Rose and Crown that many
civic occasions and quarter session sittings tdaked*?’ It was also the meeting
place of the Rose Club. The Rose Club was a liehab active in the 1760s
and 17703 Others whose locations can be firmly establishierke the Coffee
House also in the Market Place, the King's ArmMirket Hill, the White Horse

146 ERO, D/B 2/QSS6/2 Alehouse-keepers Licensing Ba@B6-1815. The conditions of an alehouse —
keeper’s licence ran:

...shall not suffer any Person whatsoever (exceptimeaellers) to remain tipling in his House,
Outhouses, or Yards during the Time of divine Seran the Lords Day or on any other Day after nine
of the Clock in the Evening in the winter Seasoteorin the Summer Season and shall entertain no
Strollers Gamblers or Persons travelling with Sigkairces or other Entertainment of the Stage rftarsu
any Playing at Cards Bowls Loggetts or other GabDremkeness or Disorders whatsoever in his House
Outhouses or Yards but shall during the Continuaridke said License keep good Order and
Government therein.

The J.Ps. in Saffron Walden aimed to keep a tiginton the way that alehouse-keepers operated.
Between 1754 and 1766 six alehouse-keepers wesedext as appearing before the Quarter Sessions
charged with keeping a disorderly house. (D/B 2/@3&nd 8, Quarter Sessions Books)

147 sadly the Rose and Crown burned down in 1969.

18 ERO, D/DU 66/12 Direction by 35 members of thes®€lub to Thomas Rankin and John Archer to
sell property in the Butter Market in 1771
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in Market Street, the Hoops in Market End Strdet,Cross Keys on the corner
of Market End Street and the High Street, the Goayld and the Queen’s Head
in Cuckingstool End Street, the Bull, the George #re Eight Bells in George
Street and the Bell and the Castle in Castle Str@ger the course of the
eighteenth century many other alehouses, and th#éesnaictuallers, came and
went!*® Facilities such as these must have played addeyin the sociability of
the artisan and labouring classes of the town.

]
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Rose and Crown Hotel, Saffron Walden

Photograph 4: Rose and Crown Hotel, Market Plaa#r@& Walden fjenes
mea) c1960.

The locations of the town’s main industries—weayinghe earlier part of the
century, and malting in the later years—were soadt¢éhroughout the town.
Little physical evidence remains of the wool anstian weaving industries.
Those cottages with ‘weavers’ windows’, that is eows larger or more
numerous than would normally be expected, tendate ftom the nineteenth
century silk and crape weaving industrtés. Some evidence of locations for
weaving can be derived from wills and rate bodksr example Edward Allen,
who described himself as a weaver in his will med&759, stated that he lived

149 Evidence is drawn from sources such as the GrarydLists (D/B 2/QSS1) and the Alehouse-keepers

Licensing Book (D/B 2/QSS6/2)
10 These later cottages were clustered in Gold Streeblong the southern edge of the Common.
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in the Black Swan, which the 1757 Rate Book cordimas located in Church
Street™®! The wills of William Dabney and Robert Breensttbaveavers, place
them in the Butter Market and Castle Street regpgt™>* There are no Poor
Rate Books for this earlier period to confirm tHeations.

The evidence for the location of weavers and web$tem their wills is sparse.
This may well be explained by the fact that onlppe with some property to
leave or who needed to make their wishes clear mdlieat this point. Many
weavers were not in a position to have much prgperteave on their deaths and
so few wills were probably made and even fewerigarvEven where such wills
do survive, the location of the property mentiorgedot always given since the
testator and the witnesses assumed that every@weikn

There are a few examples of wills of more afflueetivers. Jabez Wyatt, in his
will of 1780, includes the occupation of websteroaug the trades he lays claim
to. It does, however, appear last in the lishoé¢: common brewer, malster and
webster. It was the trade to which he was appredtibut by his death his not
inconsiderable wealth was derived from his othererucrative, occupatiorts®
He does not mention the location of his dwellingi$e but it was likely to have
been in Bridge End and it is unlikely that it can&d any evidence of weaving!

There is more evidence of the location of maltiagsund the town. Although no
malting survives in its entirety, parts of suchléugs still remain, for example
the building on the corner of Middleton Place, royrivate residence, and the
Central Hall in the Arcade. The arch in Gold Sti@hotograph 5) is a good
example of the height required to allow wagonsrieethe yard of analting.
The house adjoining thgard belonged to the maltster, an indication thist was
a successful enterprise. There are many refereéad¢he malting in Gold Street.
It seems that this was one of the larger scalemges. In his will made in
1759 Charles Webb, who described himself as ageath, made reference to
his messuage and malting office in Gold Streehedccupation of himself and
Mr William Archer*

“LERO, 149 CR 17, the will of Edward Allen 1759

ERO, D/B 2/PAR11/1 1757 Poor Rate Book
1%2ERO, 388 CR 14, the will of William Dabney, 1732

ERO, 317 CR 15, the will of Robert Breens,473
133 ERO, D/B 2/TDS5/14/23, the will of Jabez Wyatt807 It is interesting to note that the will of his
father Zacharias Wyatt, also a webster, was pravdd@31 in the Prerogative Court of Canterbury ATN
PROB 11/207). This suggests that the Wyatt famiye weavers on a grander scale than most.
1% ERO, 167 CR 16, will of Charles Webb, gentlemat§a
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Photograph 5: A former malting on the corner of Medon Place, now a
private residence, once a saffron warehouse.

Photograph 6: The entrance to the former maltinGold Street

Although malting became more prominent in the Igesars of the eighteenth
century, wills show that it was taking place thrbagt the century. In his will of
1705 John Heath described himself as a malstegawel orders that his

43



Hilary Walker
Differentiating the artisan

property, in an undisclosed location, was to bd sokettle his debfs® One of
the witnesses to his will was Edward Allcraft whesaed as mayor of the town
and master of the almshous2.In his will of 1731°" he also described himself
as a malster but made no reference to any prop&ityen that he had served in
both of the major civic roles it seems likely th& business was quite
substantial.

Just as malting occurred throughout the centuryt, was geographically spread
throughout the town. The town malt mill, the pragef the Corporation, which
placed it in the hands of feoffees to lease it wais located with its south side
abutting the Market Place. The first records efimalt mill are to be found in
the ‘Accounts of the Treasurer and Chamberlaintb®Gild of theHoly Trinity’
dating from 1545-165%® In the course of the eighteenth century the malt
was variously leased to Christopher and Edward iB&ll727, a father and son,
thefather being a shoemaker and the son a butéh&r;Thomas Imeson, a
shopkeeper, in 1759° to Jabez Wyatt and Thomas Rankin, common breivers,
1766°* and to Atkinson Francis Gibson, common brewef,#872°? In the
earlier years of the century malting was a secondetivity. The Balls and
Thomas Imeson gave their occupations as tradetatenido malting or brewing.
In the latter part of the century the malt mill waghe hands of common
brewers, that is large-scale beer makers. Thip@tgpthe argument that malting
became of increasing importance in the latter pittie eighteenth century.

Apart from references in wills and physical evideirt the townscape in the
form of buildings once involved in malting, evidenas to the location of
maltings in the town can be found in various offidocuments such as Land
Tax lists and parish and church rate books. Ir01#3 example, Land Tax was
charged on one malting in Church Street and twberHigh Street. The malting
in Church Street was the property of Mr Pennysttmese in the High Street
were held by Mr William Archer, late Webb’s maltirand Mr Jabez Wyatt. In
each case the man named was the owner occliplarthe Rate Books of 1794 a
considerably higher number of maltings is recordgkee Map 4: The location of
maltings by street in 1794.) The Rate Books gifermation about the main
location of any property, the owner, the actuaperty held, its value and

1SERO., 99 CR 12, will of John Heath, 1705

18 ERO., D/B 2/CHR11/10, Almshouse accounts

17 ERO., 366 CR 14, will of Edward Allcraft, 1731

18 ERO., T/A 401/2 Accounts of the Treasurer and Qtentains of the Gild of the Holy Trinity
19ERO., D/B 2/TDS3/13/1, lease of the malt mill

0 ERO., D/B 2/2/91, lease of malt mill to Thomas toe, 1752

181 ERO., D/B 2/TDS3/7/3, lease of malt mill to JahEygatt and Thomas Rankin, 1766
182ERO., D/B 2/TDS3/12/2, lease of malt mill to Atkon Francis Gibson, 1797

18 ERO., Q/RPI 896, Land Tax Saffron Walden, 1780
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rateable value. In 1794 the rate was one shillirthe pound. However it is not
always possible to be sure of the precise locaifaach piece of property since
all properties were listed under the street in Wwhiee main property lay. Nor do
we know how large the malting was, unless the mglvas the only property
listed. Nevertheless Table 1, below, gives an @ideow common maltings
were in Saffron Walden at the end of the eighteeetitury. It also shows the
importance of certain families in the malting tradecan be seen that the Archer
family were responsible for five different maltingghe two maltings owned by
William Archer, one in Market End and one in thgHhliStreet, were valued at a
total of £98.10s. John Edwards’ malting in Marked was valued at £174.10s,
a very considerable sum suggesting that he wasihgem a large scale,
although it is possible that this sum also includednew malting in Gold Street
(See Picture 5) butot the one run by Mrs. Edwards which was ratecuseply.
On the other hand some maltings were small; Rdbleatk’s establishment in
Cuckingstool End was valued at just £13.5s.

Street Occupier Rateable Value
Common End Thomas Allen £18.10s
Market End Samuel Cole £24.10s
Market End William Archer £63.10s
Market End John Edwards (note: also nefid 74.10s
malting in Gold Street)
Hill Street Joseph Eedes £17.10s
Gold Street Mrs. Edwards £22.15s
Cuckingstool End | Robert Chalk and John £13.5s + £11
St. Lemon
Cuckingstool End | Henry Archer ( 2 maltings) £61
St.
High Street Martin Catlin £23.5s
High Street Francis Gibson £126.5s
High Street Thomas Archer £45.15s
High Street William Archer £35
High Street John Smith £15.15s
High Street William Allen £50
Bridge End Francis Gibson (empty?) £6.10s
Castle Street Stephen Moul £65.15s
Castle Street Thomas Webb £61.10s

Table 1: Owners of Maltings, the streets in whiokytare listed in the Parish
Rate Book of 1794 (D/B 2/PAR11/2) and their ratealdlue. See Map. 4
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v. The Spatial Distribution of the Social Structuref the Town

The town retained what was a characteristic feaititbe pre-modern urban
settlement. This contrasts markedly with the oth@éreme: the gated
communities to be found in certain parts of thelditwday. Thus, although
there was an emphasis on commerce in the areadatioaMarket Place,
residential accommodation was spread throughoubthie. Most streets
contained a mixture of wealthy and less afflueniperty, but there was a
preponderance of more affluent residential propertguckingstool End, High
Street and Church Street, whilst smaller, poorendewere more likely to be
found in Castle Street and Gold Street. The redtismall physical size of the
town meant that it was possible to walk from ortke $f the town to the other in
no more than fifteen minutes, meant that the eggtttecentury population was
accustomed to the fact that the relatively rich padr lived in close proximity to
each other. Although the town was fractionalisedias not compartmentalised!

In the 1713 list of Almshouse Tenements, made Wwieihomas Pennystone
was the Master and Edward Allcraft the Part Brgtfitalmshouse tenements
were listed in Horn Lane (7), Cuckingstool End (&g east side of Gold Street
(9), Butcher Row (6) and Castle Street (1) (See B)aplhe tenements in
Butcher Row were shops or stables and the propefastle Street was a
baker’s, the other properties were all residentidie rent of eight of the twenty-
one residential properties, but not afythose in Cuckingstool End, was paid by
the overseers, an indication of the poverty ofdbeupants.

The Poor Rate Books of the town also provide a thexlevidence about the
structure of the town. Complete books survivelf®s7°° and 1794 listing the
inhabitants of the town street by street. In tfAB7Lbook all the inhabitants are
listed whether they contributed to the poor rateair Where a contribution is
required, the value of the property and the rategdd, 16d. in the pound at this
time, is given. Where no rate is charged theoeasionally a comment such as
‘cert.’, presumably a reference to the fact thatitthabitant of the property was
in possession of a settlement certificate from lagoparish®’ In 1794 the
method of recording payment changed slightly. Scete payers were recorded
as being in partial arrears as well as those famrwho payment was recorded.
For the 1794 figures, the percentages show thoseaither paid no rate or were
in partial arrears. It seems reasonable to asslhatea failure to contribute to the
poor rate was an indication of poverty, althougsome cases it might be

%4 ERO, D/B 2/CHR11/8, 1713 List of Aimshouse Tenetsemd Land

1% ERO, D/B 2/PAR11/1, Poor Rate Book of 1757

1% ERO, D/B 2/PAR11/2, Poor Rate Book of 1794

187 For material about the use of settlement certfisasee below Chapter 5, Fractionalism.
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religious persuasion which caused the default #sercase of Quakéefs and
occasionally members of other non-conformist chescff Those who refused
to pay out of religious conviction, or, perhapssame cases out of sheer
recalcitrance, were very much in the minorityisitherefore possible to draw up
a picture of poverty in the town street by streetibtermining what percentage
of the properties made no contribution to the pate in a given year. A
comparison of the two available complete rate bawksallow snapshots of the
social structure of the town in the middle andhaténd of the eighteenth
century. (See Maps 7 and 8 for the location ofvidr@ous streets. Both these
maps are colour coded in the same way as Chard 2.x

1757 Parish Rate Defaulters by Street
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Chart 1: Percentages of the population of eacheofécorded streets
in Saffron Walden who did not pay theiBh Rate in 1757.
Source: ERO. D/B 2/PAR11/1
Green= Default rate of 20% or less.
Blue = Default rate between 21% and 39%.
= Default rate between 40% and 59%.
= Default rate between 60% and 79%.

Red= Default rate of 80% and over.

18 ERO, D/B 2/PAR11/294, Lists of unpaid rates 1774nfl 1779-84 These lists show the names of
many of the most prominent Quakers in the town

19 ERO, D/B 2/PAR11/305, Summons to 28 named defayli’91. This document was originally
entitled ‘Proceedings against Quakers’, but thedW@uakers has been struck through and the names of
the people concerned are not all members of th&&saMany appear to be members of either the
Abbey Lane of High Street Baptist Churches. Soragewnen of a certain standing in the community
such as Xenophon Hearn who went on to be Pariskst&lole in 1798.
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1794 Parish Rate Defaulters by Street
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Chart 2: Percentages of the population of eacheofécorded streets
in Saffron Walden who did not pay the full Parigate in 1794.
Source: ERO. D/B 2/PAR11/2

Key to graphs: Green = 20% or less, Blue = 40%ss,| Yellow = 60% or less, Orange
= 80% or less, Red = more than 80%

The two charts show clearly that certain streeth@itown had a poorer payment
record than others. One anomaly is Common End.757 it is recorded as
having the highest percentage of non-payers (8b&b)hy 1794 the percentage
of non-payers has dropped to 33%, the third lofgste in the town. This
apparently surprising variation in less than fifgars may be explained by a
marked drop in the number of properties betweenvwedates. In 1757 ten
properties were recorded, but by 1794 there weletbree. Presumably a
number of small properties housing poorer peoptetdeeen pulled down.
Another anomaly is Rose Lane, here the number of appartial payers
increased dramatically between the 1757 and 17484.ra he number of
properties did not change significantly but it sedikely that the social status of
the inhabitants had declined, since the rate wasriin 1794 than it had been in
1757, twelve pence in the pound as opposed toesixtence in the pound earlier.

It can be seen that at the time of both rates icesteeets registered a non- or
partial payment percentage of 80% or more: Almsaduane, Horn Lane, Castle
Street and Abbey Lane. These were the poorestsioé the town where
properties were most likely to be described asnems or cottagesMarket
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End and High Street were the most affluent parth@town by this measure.
Market End was the commercial heart of the town ldiggh Street contained a
number of large properties, many described as lspuns@nsions or messuages.
In 1757 the total rateable value of propertiehmtligh Street for the purposes
of the rate was given at £174, forty six out of fifty three properties paying the
rate. The highest individually rated property Ingjed to a Mr Flower valued at
£12. By 1794 the total rateable value for the Higieet was given as £548.5
with the highest rated property being that of Freu@ibson at £126%5 It should
be noted that this property was described as aibgevifice, garden, house
adjoining, malting, malt mill, land and land belamgto William Headland. It
can be seen from this example that rateable vahgksded both residential and
commercial property and that land was listed uniderstreet where the owner or
tenant lived irrespective of where it was locaté&yen given this caveat, it can
be seen that the Parish Rate Books provide a wefitiiormation about the
relative social statuses of different streets attswn and the way in which this
status could change over time.

It would seem, then, that some streets had a gneadponderance of defaulters,
partial payers or people for whom the Overseerd pait or the entire amount.
However, in neither 1757 nor 1794 did any streghentown make full payment
of the rate required. Although the High Street BMatket End were the most
affluent parts of the town, smaller, poorer houseee still to be found there. It
would seem that Saffron Walden, at this point,dwkd the model of even large
cities such as Norwich in so much that, althougdtaglwere ‘wealthy’ and ‘poor’
areas based on the preponderance of wealthy ompeamie to be found in them
all areas had a mix of botf’

vi. The Religious Dimension

Topographically, Saffron Walden was dominated leyghrish church of St.
Mary the Virgin which stood on the northern siddlaf town on a prominence
which it shared with the ruins of the castle boytGeoffrey de Mandeville in the
early twelve century. Its geographical dominanesvat least in part, reflected
in its dominance in the life of the town. The gadfrpetuating oligarchy which
governed the town—the mayor and corporation—wdreldiged to hold
sacrament certificates witnessing their attendandtlee service of holy
communion at least once a yé&r.Nonconformists could not hope to hold any

791 thank Dr Victor Morgan for this illuminating sggstion.

"LERO, D/B 2/QSS7/14 A series of some three hundaedament certificates exist for eighteenth
century Saffron Walden. Their subjects include anayand aldermen as well as clerics, excise officer
and army officers stationed in or passing throungharea. Under the terms of the Test Act of 16¥2 n
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of the significant public offices of the town altlgh some did become Overseers
of the Poor. For example in 1746 John Cranweluaker, was one of the
overseers and is recorded as affirmiatper than taking the oath when
complaining to the local Justices of the Peacerimatter of settlemerit?

Although nonconformists were unable to hold thenkgj offices of the town,
they were able to make their presence felt in n@hgr ways. The town was
home to two communities of Baptists. In 1690 atejpendent Meeting House
was built in Abbey Lane with William Paine as itsspor:”® A congregation of
Particular Baptists met in Hill Street in a progegtven in 1711 by Robert
Cozens, steward of Audley Entf. In 1773 a schism occurred in the
congregation at Abbey Lane which led to the mimiatehe time, the Rev.
Joseph Gwennap, and a large part of his congregdéiparting to establish a
new Baptist Church on the corner of Cuckingstoal Bnd Bailey’s Lane. The
Independents and Baptists played a prominent painti life of the town even
though they could not become members of the CotiporaFor example
William Rankin, a member of the Abbey Lane congtiegaand a leading grocer
in the town, having taken his freedom in 1715/6thar sum of ten shillings,
served as overseer of the poor on three occaseinebn 1738 and 1760. He
had the franchise in 1722 and 1¥34nd was involved in the running of
Bromfield’s Charity'’® He also served numerous times on Quarter Session
Grand Juries between 1726 and 1788William Rankin would seem to have
taken as active a role as possible in the affditseotown despite his
nonconformity.

As well as the Independent and Baptist congregsiiothe town, Saffron
Walden was also home to a congregation of the Socfd-riends or Quakers.
They first established a meeting house in Cuckow$End Street in 1676. The
disadvantages under which they initially labouredkiflected in the fact that in
1682 it is recorded in the Churchwardens’ accothds4l. was paid for ‘nailing

Anglicans were barred from holding public officeda®acrament Certificates were one way of policing
this enactment.

2ERQ., D/B 2/PAR5/213 The removal order of Elizéb@azy, 1746

173 C.B. RowntreeSaffron Walden-then and ndq@helmsford, 1951), p.49

1" ERO., D/B 2/NCF1/26 An account of the proceediofjhe trustees for the donation of Robert
Cosens, gent., deceased, th8 Day of December, 1728

S ERO., Library, uncatalogued, Poll for a Knight of the Shire to represent theuBity of Essex
(London, 1734)

" ERO., D/B 2/CHR1/5/120 The indenture of James8btar, son of Thomas, to James Lyon of
Bedford, cordwainer, was witnessed by William Raniki 1731/2

YTERO., D/B 2/QSS1 Grand Jury Lists for Saffron \Wald
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up the Quakers’ doof”® In 1693 under the terms of the Toleration Act the
meeting was granted a certificate as follows:

These are to certifie to whom it may concern thaha General Quarter
Sessions of the yeare of our Sovereigne Lord anly Kang William and
Queen Mary holden at Chelmsford in the County afe¥on Tuesday the
twenty fifth day of Aprill 1693 and in the Fifth ge of their said Majesties
Reigne the house of Sibill Shelford in a streeleclKookinstoole End

in Saffron Walden in the County aforesaid is licenaed entered
according to the statute in that case made anddeoy®

By the mid-eighteenth century the Quakers wererawell established part of
the town. Although still occasionally in disputé&lwtown authorities over the
payment of tithe$° or failure to serve in the militia or provide abstitute'®* the
members of the Quaker meeting were of growing ingmme in the economy of
the town. Thomas Day, a thriving grocer, servedwsseer in 1784. It has
been argued by Judith Hurwich that ‘by the middléhe eighteenth century,
Quakerism was becoming “bourgeois” both in the sexismiddle-class” and in
the sense of “concentrated in town¥%’ This seems to be the case in Saffron
Walden, if the evidence of trades and professisnaken from the various
records of Quaker marriages. Of 27 trades or psid@s listed, five were
involved in agriculture, one was a physician, drarest were all craftsmen or
shopkeeper&?

Since they could not hold high civic office it seethat the Quakers in Saffron
Walden poured their energies into their busines3és Francis Gibson who
owned property with a rateable value of £188%as a member of the Quaker
dynasty of Gibsons who were of growing importancéhe later years of the
eighteenth century as their malting and brewingrasses prosperéetf

Nonconformity had an important role to play in tifie of eighteenth century
Saffron Walden. Many of the shopkeepers and adisgere members of one of
the nonconformist congregations to be found inteighth century Walden and

178 Mary Whiteman, “The early days of the Saffron Waldneeting” (Unpublished, no date). A copy is
to be found in Saffron Walden Town Library.

79 Mary Whitemanibid.

1%0ERO, D/ B 2/ PAR 13/1, William Impey, non-paymeiitithes, February 1744.

181 ERO, D/ B 2/ QSS5/7, William Impey refused to seiv the militia or to nominate a substitute, 1769.
182 judith Jones Hurwich, ‘The Social Origins of thea®ers’Past and Present8 (1970), p.156

18 ERO, T/A 904/1 Quaker Register Digests for EssexrMges, 1659-1837.

184 See above p.32.

18 n the early years of the nineteenth century tiEs@hs were to found a bank in Saffron Walden, now
part of Barclays Bank, and were to provide mantheftown’s mayors and aldermen once membership of
the Church of England was no longer a requirement.
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these churches provided an additional tier of $@tipport to their members
beyond that provided by the state structure, andeashall see, contributed to
the fractionalism of the middling sort. The Quakdor example, although often
refusing to contribute to church rates, had thein gystem, through their weekly
and monthly meetings, for supporting members fathleinard times. Lloyd
comments that by 1740 the Quakers had appliedi@aasystem of ‘rules of
settlement’ for their poorer members and had estadad funds to support the
poor and to offer advice and support to young @ucnessfutradesmen®® The
nonconformists took care of their own as well astgbuting significantly to all
aspects of the life of the town.

vii. Conclusion

Eighteenth century Saffron Walden was both a untqua and also an exemplar
of the many small market towns which were scattadss England. Saffron
Walden held borough status and was governed bij-pespetuating oligarchy in
the form of the mayor and aldermen of the corporati Some market towns
shared this mode of government; others were sgell@minantly manorial in
their organisation. Saffron Walden encouragetnte-served apprentices to
take the freedom of the town as a means of coimgoliade but it lacked, even
before the beginning of the eighteenth centurygiltestructure, albeit in decline
as Chalklin comment¥/ to be found in other towns of a similar size. f@af
Walden’s gilds, originally religious in charact&f had been more concerned
with the social benefits that group membership eged than trade matters.
Woodward suggests that in larger towns such ast@hésewcastle and York
trade gilds may have remained vigorous into thategnth century although
there may have been a falling off towards the nadudlthe century. In some
smaller towns the gild structure was either wea&ughout the period or
declined dramatically: for example the gilds of & and Lincoln may well
have collapsed prior to the eighteenth centfityBy the eighteenth century the
surviving evidence of the gilds in Saffron Waldapart from the Bishop Blaize
procession$?® was the Almshouse to which deserving elderly pesseere

18 Arnold Lloyd, Quaker Social History, 1669-173Bondon, 1950), pp. 32-44

187 Christopher ChalklinThe Rise of the English Town 1650-1§6@mbridge, 2001), p.61

18 ERO., D/B 2/GHT2/1-2, Accounts of the Gild of Holyinity

189 Donald WoodwardMen at Work{Cambridge, 1995), p.35

190 see above p.29. The decline and final disappearatfthis relic of the past glory of the gilds is
indicative of the fact that trades had changedtamiially, both in their type and in their orgartiea. Dr
Victor Morgan raises the interesting question o&thler such processions were a re-invention in the
period of the Restoration of a presumed formeiiticad rather than a tradition which had actually
survived the Reformation.
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elected. The gaining of one of these coveted pla@s an indication of
patronage, but of a different kind to that whicld lexisted when the Almshouse
was originally founded® At its foundation the patronage was in the hasfds
the Gild, by the eighteenth century it lay in tfeds of the Corporation.

In terms of its economic history, Saffron Waldersw&t uncommon in being
largely dependent on industries based on the dgniewf the surrounding area.
Like many other small market towns in both the east west of the country, it
had a long history of work in the wool trade, baotike other market towns it
also had the saffron industry. Both of these itriless were failing by the mid-
eighteenth century, as the wool trade was througbauthern England as new
steam-powered factories were developed in the morthas cotton grew in
importance. Like many other small market townthmarea to the east and
north of London, Saffron Walden turned to maltingeplace its failing woollen
industry as the eighteenth century progressed.

Like many other market towns, Saffron Walden posseés free Grammar
School founded in the sixteenth century for thecation of the sons of the more
prosperous members of the community and in 171baity School was
established by public donation to offer educatiohrie with the tenets of the
Church of England to the children of the deseryngr. Education in line with
nonconformist beliefs was not available in anyraf town'’s institutions in the
eighteenth century. As a consequence Quakersasuitie wealthy Gibson
family at the end of the eighteenth century werégel to send their children
away to Quaker boarding schools elsewhere in thatcp.

The strong strand of nonconformity to be found aff®n Walden was also to be
found in many other market towns. Many artisars small shopkeepers were
attracted by the self-reliance encouraged by ndioconty. The strong presence
of Quakers in Saffron Walden was not to be foundllismall market towns, but
in the East Anglian region Quaker meetings wereuncbmmon. Other local
meetings were to be found in RoystdhBishops Stortfort!® and Thaxted™

191 Malcolm White,Saffron Walden’s HistorgSaffron Walden, 1991), pp.33-4 describes the finmdf
the Gild of Holy Trinity and its first charter 0614 (ERO, D/B 2/BRE1/5 Charter). He mentions that
another Gild, the Gild of Our Lady of Pity was aldy in existence but that it was deemed politic to
found a new gild.

192 http://www.rootsweb.ancestry.com/~engafhs/Reseacttmties/hertford.htrnonsulted 2.7.09
indicates that there was a Baldock, Royston anchiitMonthly Meeting from 1668.

193 http://www.stortfordhistory.co.uk/quide14/new_towiml consulted 2.7.09 indicates that the first
licensed Quaker meeting was established in BisBomgford in 1691 in Newtown Road.

194 Joyce WhittingtonThe Early History of the Thaxted Monthly Meetiivgrk, 1995)
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They were also to be found in more important coamiy provincial centres such
as Hertford"> Sudbury**® Bury St. Edmunds’ and Cambridgé®

It can be seen that whilst in many ways Saffrond#&alwas representative of
other small market towns in predominantly agric@tareas of England in the
eighteenth century, in others it was unique. Alidfoits specificity means that
the findings will have certain limitations, it netteeless provides a fertile area in
which to investigate the role of the artisan in $heall market towns of the
eighteenth century and in particular the fracti@malof this sector of society.

Thus it is against the background of Saffron Walikhetihe eighteenth century
that the different aspects of fragmentation witlie artisan segment of society
will be considered below in greater detalil.

1% violet A. Rowe, The first Hertford QuakergHertford, 1970)

1% C.G. Grimwood and S.A. Kayistory of Sudbury, SuffoliSudbury, 1952), p.66, the first reference to
a meeting in Sudbury was in a 1666 letter from @edtox to the Men’s Meeting in Sudbury.

97 http://www.burystedmundsquakers.org/the_meetingsadum consulted 2.7.09 indicates that the
first meeting house in Bury St. Edmunds was bnilt682.

198 hitp://wiki.cambridge-quakers.org.uk/index.php/Qesakistory consulted 2.7.09 suggests that the
first meeting house dating from 1655 was probailyasus Lane.
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Chapter 3
The Social Identity of Artisans — were they of thaddling sort?

The issue of the social identity of artisans inefghteenth century poses a
number of questions. It is necessary to considér bontemporary viewpoints,
as later discussed, and more recent theories. ditbaontemporary
commentators on social order view the positionro$ans within any structure
they might construct? Did artisans have an awaeotthe social placement of
themselves and their families? Was this awaretiessame as that of the
contemporary social commentators? Did all artisantgipy a similar position in
any social hierarchy? Indeed, is ‘hierarchy’ aprapriate mode of
categorisation at this point? Did an artisan ogaufixed place within a social
structure throughout Hi¥ working life or might his level rise or fall? Ditie
self-identity of individuals with contemporary saktgroups lead to a sense of
solidarity? Can more recent theories on socialrimgéhelp to inform our
understanding of the position of the eighteenthgrartisan?

The case study of Saffron Walden will be used &k4e answer these questions.
The use of a small market town provides one vietheflife followed by artisans
in the many similar places throughout eighteenttiuug England: life for an
artisan in the metropolis or in a significant praial centre such as Norwich
might well prove to be substantially different. Ne&st this was because of the
different experiences and opportunities arisingnftbe differences in the size of
the population in these places. In about 175@tplation of London was
675,000 The population of Bristol, a major provinciahtes, was about
50,000°°" Meanwhile the population of Saffron Walden stab@bout

2,000.This suggests, perhaps, something of therdiftes among artisans on the
national/macro scale, partly because of consideratf scale itself as indexed
by the size of populatiof??

The answers to the above questions will dependrtiesextent on whether the
sources available will permit them to be elucidatétis chapter will seek to
provide the answers where they are available.

199 The male gender has been used throughout sineeajueity of artisans were men although evidence
does exist for female artisans, for example Eligal$enith, a mantua maker, received Elizabeth Rogksb
a Saffron Walden girl, as an apprentice under Tigr@harity (E.R.O. D/B 2/CHR9/7/35).

20 E A, Wrigley, People, Cities and Weal(©xford, 1987), p.133.

21E A, Wrigley, People, Cities and Weal(©xford, 1987), p.160.

22 5ee below, p.61, Massie’s comments on social ogigegion.
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Penelope Corfield suggests that the eighteentlungesaw changes in the way
contemporary commentators discussed the sociaitsteuof England and in the
language they employed. A new vocabulary and quoeé framework for the
analysis and interpretation of society was evolwinggreby ‘class’ as an
organizing concept began to emerge from the sgatibins of ‘rank and order’
which had previously been employ&d.James Nelson, for example, suggested
that whilst the population of France should bedfd into four groups, in
England there were five class®S.Corfield goes on to suggest eighteenth
century use of social labels was highly eclectid #rat the terms ‘rank’, ‘order’,
‘degree’ and ‘station’ were all still in use, edwdving fairly static implications,
with ranks and orders implying a social status eme primarily by birth.
Meanwhile ‘sort’, ‘part’ and ‘interest’ were alson@loyed but for more mobile
elements of society where origins and a final leéwelociety did not necessarily
match®®®> Moreover identity was increasingly imparted bywratterns of
consumptiorf®® These classifactory terms referred to generitseconomic
positions of the moment from which individuals weepable of rising or falling
rather than a position into which a person was lamchthere remained.
Langford argues that the language of class owesigs to the mid-eighteenth
century and links it to advances in science sudhasinnaean classification of
species. He claims that “Its terminology offereldantages over the traditional
vocabulary of social commentary.” In his view ordad rank dealt with
relatively fine gradations, whilst status, whichsaacreasingly viewed as a
complex mix of wealth, education, consumption, gation and mannef8! was
difficult to define with any degree of precisi6H. In part, in itself, this was a
measure of the change that was occurfifig.

203 penelope J. Corfield, ‘Class by name and numbeighteenth-century Britain’, in Penelope J.
Corfield, ed.Language, history and clag®xford, 1991), p.103

204 James Nelso\n Essay on the Government of Children, under TBereral Heads: Viz. Health,
Manners, and EducatiofLondon, 1753), p.273

2% Corfield, ibid. p.112

2% \Works by Maxine Berg discuss this idea in det&iee further immediately below, this chapter..

27 For a discussion of politeness and manners, seid Bagford, “The Uses of Eighteenth Century
Politeness” Transactions of the Royal Historical Society ser., 12 (2002), pp. 311-331

298 paul LangfordA Polite and Commercial Peop{®xford, reissued 1998), p. 652

299 |n Saffron Walden the notion of social addreske-tise of ‘mister’ and ‘mistress’ in documents for
example — allows us to infer a contemporary’s likense of the fine gradation of artisanal actigity
generic terminology. For example a term such adveainer covered a wide range of differences in
terms of status, house holding, office holding.efthis gives substance and detail to Langfordesagd
The simple occupational term cordwainer coveredomdy the journeyman with no aspirations above
earning enough to feed his family and the protatgtdalist such as Robert Catlin (see below, nuneero
references). It must also be borne in mind thantieaning of the term was also determined by tha@a
and position of the person speaking.
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In her work on consumption in eighteenth centurglgnd, Maxine Berg
develops the idea posited by Langford that statuslved wealth and manners as
a means of defining social position. In her easerk on manufacture arttie
economy, she commented that there were socialrbigées of fashio™°

Matthew Boulton, for example, would produce a cordityoin various materials
in order to make it accessible to all levels ofisgc Manufacturers of the
Norwich stuffs also produced materials not onlgud all levels of societyhut
alsooverseas market$' Thus ‘gradations of society’ could be codified
according to the material from which somethingiagpte as a shoe buckle was
made.

The burgeoning ‘middling class’, extending from fessional men and
merchants to ordinary trades people and artisanistaced the new consumer
goods which became availaBfé.In time, their adoption of the culture of
consumption transformed even the habits of theudhg poor**® Social

position became defined by the levels of conspiswmmnsumption possible and
the quality of the goods purchased. These chacigeainstances created a new
and finely tuned awareness of the social order gnocontemporaries.

In turn contemporary social commentators publigmaty works seeking to
clarify the way in which they saw the organisatafrihe social structure of the
time. In 1709 Daniel Defoe suggested a sevenfatelgorization which
attempted to establish actual differentials basetypes of occupation and
income levels as well as consumption levels. Adawe just seen, the inclusion
of levels of consumption was part of a generalgognised shift to the
importance of consumption across the social skeraeans of defining
position, often in conjunction with the fashionabkhaviour of the moment:
manners. His fourth category ‘The working Tradespwabour hard but feel no
want’ would have covered many artisans, but sorigagis might have aspired to
his third category ‘The middle Sort, who live wedhd others, less fortunate, fell
into his sixth ‘The Poor that fare hard’. His fiftategory belonged to country
people and farmer3? Defoe’s categorization certainly shows evidericarn
awareness among contemporary observers of thebgigif fractionalism

within the artisanal segment which, in his termaswkely to fall across
categories three to six.

210 Maxine BergThe Age of Manufactures, 1700-182@ndon, 1994), p.129

2 http://www.norwichtextiles.org.uk/history/overviel@th-century consulted 16.3.2011
%12 Maxine BergLuxury and Pleasure in Eighteenth Century Brit&@xford, 2005), p.15
13 Maxine BergLuxury and Pleasurey.19

24 Daniel Defoe, A Review of the British Natiorvol. 6, no. 36, (25 June 1709)
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Some fifty years later, in 1756, Joseph Massie tmiba far more fluid approach
to social categorisation. He followed a threefdsignation in hi€alculations
of taxes for a family of each rank, degree or clésisone yearput in his
detailed tabulation of notional family expenditine considered thirty different
income groups in seven socio-economic categoAaswill become evident in
the detail adduced below, artisans fell into categdive and six: tradesmen in
London and the Country earning between £40 and A3@ar anagnanufacturers
in London and the Country earning between 7/6d1&ida week™

Massie’s scheme reveals the contemporary perceptitre breadth of income
that different types of artisan could command. abinetmaker or goldsmith
living in London or a major provincial town attragj a clientele of théocal
gentrycould command a much higher annual income thardagimall-town
weaver or cordwainer.

The evidence from contemporary observers sugdestshe term ‘artisan’ in the
eighteenth century covered a considerable rangeome-earning potential and
this can be best explained by the wide range éémrdint trades and crafts
practised in this fundamentally artisanal socieiyd, as we will see, in the
many small market towns like Saffron Walden, theureaof the craft was the
crucial feature.

Even though, under Massie’s scheme, a tradesmaonidion and the Country
could earn as much as £300 a year, he still fedl time fifth of Massie’s socio-
economic categories; tradesmen in London and thm®@pearning between £40
and £300 a year. However Josiah Tucker, a nedeqorary of Massie’s,
writing in 1750 suggested that anyone might engagede without
‘disreputation’ to their family and that no-one ddeave off trade in order to
seek respect as a gentleni&Ht seems likely that Tucker’s view might not have
found acceptance in all parts of society and teeamly the ‘trade’ that Tucker
was referring to was likely to be on a far granstale than that practised by the
average artisan: perhaps a merchant running eguatt-system in the wool
trade and employing artisan weavers and woolcombéis was the case in
Braintree and Bocking area of Essex where famdiesh as the Savills operated
such as systeft’

215 Joseph Massi&alculations of taxes for a family of each rankgd or class: for one yegtondon,

1756)

218 Josiah TuckerA brief essay on the advantages and disadvantabehwespectively attend France

and Great Britain (London, 1750).

2ITERO, T/Z 27, History of the Bocking Cloth Industpy 54, suggests that the Savill family had 743
pairs of cards for carding wool in the houses dfirsgrs in 1776 and by 1780 employed 145 weavers.
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Therefore, we can see that contemporary commeastatothe social

organisation of the time deployed a wide range ayswof describing the

different social segments. Defoe and Massie pm\ad participant observers,
examples of fairly complex systems of social déferation; others expounded a
two-or three-fold classification. In 1743 Henrelgiing inThe History of the

Life of the Late Mr Jonathan Wild the Gresatggested that men could be divided
into two groups: those who used their own handsthose that used the hands of
others. Three years later in 1746 the Profane<J&th (19 Geo I, cap. 21)
suggested that a tripartite division of societylddae made. A day-labourer in
contravention of this law could be fined one shdli all those above labourers
but below gentlemen were liable for a fine of tviadigngs while those of higher
rankrisked five shillings for each offence. The divisihere seems to be
determined partly by occupation and partly by statli It would, perhaps, be

true to say that the criteria changed the higheahasocial scale one moved,

with social status replacing occupation as the danti criterion.

In the course of the eighteenth century a numbappfoaches to the description
of society were employed in England. Differentrigrologies were used but in
general their shared characteristic was that thengilexible. But over time
there was a move towards a new vocabulary and ptwadramework for the
analysis and interpretation of society with ‘clags’an organising concept. This
began to emerge from the earlier specificatiorisamfk and order”*® In 1789
John Gray wrote in his reflections appended to Ge®@empster' ®iscourse
containing a Summary of Proceedings of the Sotwetgxtending Fisheries &
improving Sea Coasts of Gt. Britathat “More spacious plots of ground ... may
be allowed to the clergyman and schoolmaster, aathier persons superior to
the working class®® This is the first recorded use of the term ‘warktlass’,
but Corfield suggests that variants of the termheeh in use since the 17685.
Victor Morgan has commented that there were otlersvof self- and group-
identity in this period than ‘class’ solidarity, stmf the time, but that something
like classic ‘class’ identity emerged from timetitoe.

The various contemporary methods of categoriziegsthucture of eighteenth
century society show that the artisanal segmentnwasiewed as a
homogeneous one by contemporaries. It should tezliribat here the term
‘artisanal segment’ is used in an ‘antiseptic wiayavoid any of the

218 Corfield, op.cit. p.121

19 Corfield, ibid. p.103

220 Oxford English Dictionary Online,

http://dictionary.oed.com/cqgi/entry/50287193?sirdl&query type=word&gueryword=working+class&
first=1&max_to_show=10consulted on 21.8.2007

221 Corfield, op.cit.p.123
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presuppositions linked with the terminology of sbcilass?? Certainly, the
contemporary discussion of contending social digssions and the pre-
judgement that that might involve suggests thatgeneral—we also need to
consider not only how contemporaries who were ricgaans may have viewed
the social categorisation of artisans, but also tiey viewed themselves both as
individuals and—potentially—as a group . In the®pf contemporaries
fractionalism within the artisanal segment exigteterms of craft and of earning
power. Indeed, of all the social segments disajsaed of all the types of
categorisations of social segments that were atenf is possible that artisans
fell across the most boundaries.

Evidence for the ways in which Saffron Walden’ssams viewed their own
social positions and those of their fellows cardt@vn from a variety of sources.
The parish records of baptisms and marriages Xamele, sometimes give
additional information about the groom or fathetanms of social position or
trade??® These records form an interesting link with theauter descriptive
material reviewed above on the views of contempocammentators since the
records were kept by the incumbent, or the pafistk inder the auspices of the
incumbent, and therefore may well reflect the vielva person of higher social
position relating to the standing of the artisana@ned within the community.

The title of ‘Mister’ is not accorded to many. Beten 1700 and 1720, for
example just 57 out of 1045 baptisms, a little dd&r of the total, were deemed
to qualify for this appellation. Two of these wéuether qualified; John Rowley
was an ‘Attorney at Law’ and Robert Butts was arkl or ‘cleric’.?** It is
interesting to note, however, that when the artilsarself, or his associates,
identified an appropriate title for himself—that I indicated his own
evaluation of his social position—it might placenigher in the social order of
the town than the vicar did. For example, when &aldnHarris’s wife gave birth
to a son Edmund in 1722 he was accorded no particular status in the baptis
records, but in the same year Harris was listemhasof the Stewards of
Bromfield’s Charity with the title of ‘Master?° The Stewards of Bromfield's
Charity were selected from amongst the leading afi¢he town. Edmund

222 My thanks to Dr. Victor Morgan for this suggestion

22 ERO D/P 192/1/4-5 for baptisms and E.R.O. D/P 1827 for marriages.

%2R0 D/P 192/1/4/2-3 Baptismal records

22 ERO D/P 192/1/4/3-4 Baptismal records

222 ERO D/B 2/CHR 1/2. Bromfield’s Charity providedrfds to pay for the cost of the apprenticeship
indentures of poor children of the town selectedheyStewards of the Charity.
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Harris was elected an alderman in 1722 and wouleé baen a well-respected
man??’ but to the vicar he remained a webster, an arteaah not a gentlemai?

It could be suggested that the eighteenth centwwy bf Saffron Walden
presented a prime example of a social arena ajest® The population of the
town carried around with them, in their day-to-@ystence, a general
perception of the social order of their town. Heee most of the time people
experienced the social order within particulariptes and spaces and among
the others—who like them—occupied those spaceis. this phenomenological
approach which will, at least in part, be appliedhe following investigation of
the place of the artisan in eighteenth century \&falsbciety.

The formal governmental structure of the town pded one framework that
served both to integrate artisans from differeaié&s but also to provide a central
measure of the pecking order in the towihuswithin the town of Saffron
Walden there were a number of ways in which asamtiwhom the outside
world would have labelled as a member of the lowvders, could achieve social
advancement within the world of the borough andhitdéerland. The charter of
1694 which restated the terms under which the teas incorporated and the
corporation’s powers’ allowed for the appointment of a mayor and twelve
aldermen, as well as a recorder, deputy recordetamn clerk-coroner. The
mayor and aldermen, after the initial named appoamits listed in the charter,
were to be responsible for appointing suitable moefiil any gaps in their ranks.
They were also responsible for the appointmentsdmther posts, although it
was stipulated that the deputy recorder was t@aeed in the law and to have
been a lawyer for at least seven years. Fromighefltown clerks it is apparent
that all those in office in the eighteenth centengre attorneys-at-lafi’

The members of the corporation formed a self-pegigtg oligarchy. Often

men who had previously served as overseers ofdbegnd churchwardens were
elected to fill gaps in the ranks of the aldernadthough in the early years of the
re-incorporated borough it was not uncommon for toetarn down the honour.

27|t is possible that the Edmund Harrish whose #ge birth to a son Edmund in 1724 was the son of
the Edmund Harris who was an alderman and StewaBdoonfield’s Charity, if this is the case he was a
member of a leading family in the town.

28 Edmund Harris made a will in 1726, although it was proved until 1762. This will was proved in
the Prerogative Court of Canterbury (TNA, PROB10}88& sign that Harris was a man of considerable
property. Amongst other items listed, he leftwife Frances, by that time deceased, a considerable
amount of property, both free- and copyhold, wittWalden.

229 Erving Goffman inThe Presentation of Self in Everyday I(E&linburgh, 1956) uses the image of the
theatre, and actors, to show the importance of mjthat is social, action.

20ERO D/B 2/BRE 1/23, Charter of 6 William and Matmanslated in Richard, Lord BraybrooKee
history of Audley En¢London, 1836), p.308

%1 Richard, Lord Braybrooké&;he history of Audley Endondon, 1836), p.319
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For example in 1709 John Leverett, a grocer, Ed\Bail a butcher, and Joseph
Collin, a tanner, were each fined £3 when theysediuo serve as aldermen.
Perhaps the role of aldermen was too time-consufointpese occupations at an
early stage in each man’s career. Later all these were re-nominated and
elected?® The men who filled the ranks of mayor and aldermvere drawn

from the artisans and tradesmen of the town awdstthey who selected their
social betters to serve as Recorder and DeputyrBeco

The charter also made provision for the appointroétite mayor, two senior
aldermen, the Recorder and Deputy Recorder to serdestices of the Peace
within ‘the town and limits and precincts of thers.>** This gave men who had
started their working lives as drapers, butchetsiankeepers the right to
describe themselves as gentlemen: in terms of lappel the equals of the
Deputy Recorder in style at least.

This section seeks to consider the opportunitiesiged by charities and the
legal framework of the laws of settlement to thosembers of the artisan
segment okociety who failed to match the prosperity of thasgsans who went
on to hold civic offices. It will provide evidena# social rather than societal
mobility,>** of individual social mobility and the possibiliof office holding.

The artisans and tradesmen who went on to becorjermand aldermen of
Saffron Walden and who described themselves ategeeth—however
subservient they might remain in their dealingswiite local aristocrat, Lord
Howard>—represented those who had prospered. Not adbaitiin Saffron
Walden achieved this degree of prosperity. Boys whre apprenticed under
the various charities and parish apprenticeshipraels were frequently the sons
of artisans for whom the fee to be paid on indenwas more than they—or their
fathers—could readily afford. Of the 260 boys whBromfield’s Charity

%32 Richard, Lord Braybrooké&he history of Audley Endlondon, 1836), p.318. It is possible that when
they were first selected as aldermen, the mertattthe time it would take would damage the bissee
that they were busy nurturing. Unfortunately it mt been possible to ascertain their ages apdtind.
The only clue to a relatively young age is thaepbsCollin took up his freedom of the town in 185/
suggesting that he was then setting up in busioe$gs own account. (SW Museum 41507) Lateiir the
businesses more firmly established, they felt ittme tould be spared. All three were successful
businessmen.

233 ERO D/B 2/BRE 1/23 Charter of 6 William and Mary

234 For a discussion of the distinction between samial societal mobility, see Chapter 5 below.

235 Eor example the correspondence between the maywallen, one Mr. Henry Archer, a maltster, and
Lord Howard of Audley End on the occasion of thér®a Walden Bread Riots in 1795 (ERO D/DBy
012)
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placed as apprentices in the course of the eigthite@mtury, the occupation of
the father, or the fact the father was dead, caddsgified in 149 cases (57%).
Of these 149, 80 followed a trade or craft of sd«mne. This represented 31% of
the total number of indentures arranged under tispiaes of the charity. Of
these, it is possible to either identify the ocdigraof the father or to be sure of
the orphan status of the candidate in 54% of ca&#she indentures identify

the trade to which the child had been apprenticédinder certain
apprenticeship schemes elsewhere boys were pladadna servants’’ but this
does not appear to have been the case in Waldem thredvarious charities
established to place children apprentite.

The ledgers and indentures kept by these charitipsovide a rich source of
evidence of those artisans and tradesmen in Wétdemhom life was less
comfortable. It was men of this kind who soughimart from the charities to
secure a place at the charity school for a chiltbdund an apprenticeship which
might help the child to better their life chancd$e ledgers list the names of
children placed apprentice and the vouchers arghtoges providéurther
evidence of the help that the charities offeretie Youchers, for example, may
provide evidence of clothing provided to allow al@¢ho be placed apprentice.
Further evidence of those artisans who failed esjper or who fell on hard times
can also be founih settlementertificates and examinatiof¥. Men who failed
to succeed in business in golace might try their luck elsewhere and this
required the obtaining of a settlement certifidaben their parish or facing a
settlement examination in front of the justiceshe&f peace overseeing the parish
to which they wished to remove. Of course, soma al®se to move in order to
further their trade—not all those in receipt oftleebhent certificates were
failures!

With such movements being common, it is not suimgishat in the eighteenth
century, Saffron Walden saw both immigration andgeation by artisans. It

was a common practice for young artisans, partigujaurneymen just out of
their indentures, to apply to the parish for aitiedate stating their parish of
settlement before setting off to try and betterrtbleances elsewhere. The newly
qualified artisan was faced with the dilemma of thiee to stay in an

2% ERO D/B 2/CHR 1/5 Bromfield’'s Charity apprentibgsrecords

2" ERO D/P 268/14 Bocking apprenticeship records

2% These charities were: Bromfield’s, Suffolk and ffens (ERO, D/B 2/CHR1), Adam’s, Sparrow’s
(ERO, D/B 2/CHR2) and Edmund Turner’'s (ERO, D/BIARD). The charities of Walden are listed in
Richard, Lord Braybrookerhe history of Audley End.ondon, 1836), pp.243-8.

?ERO D/B 2/CHR 1/5, E.R.O. D/B 2/CHR 9/7, D/B 2/PAR In the case of Bromfield’s charity
deserving cases were proposed and the stewardseleated the boys to whom help should be given
each year.

*9ERO, D/B 2/PAR4, 5 and 6. Settlement certificatesoval orders and settlement examinations.
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environment where they were known and, hopefudlgpected or to try pastures
new. An important consideration was what mightbmesidered ‘fullness of
place’, a perception of what the market would beaxr particular place in terms
of the number of artisans following a given crafittcould be sustained by the
available customer base in the town and its hiatekl Another factor that had to
be considered by a young man setting up in busime$ss own behalf was the
availability of suitable premises such as workshaps yards.

Many were attracted by the pull of the metropdtisythers sought a better life in
market towns similar to Walden. Acknowledgemeritéhe presentation of
settlement certificates to the parish authoritiee @n indication of artisans
moving in and out of Walden in search of betterampmities. Sometimes a new
arrival might be the subject of a settlement boheérgby the parish was
indemnified against any costs that might be inaurféhe immigrant and his
family fell on hard times. For example in 1755hdd&Church, a bricklayer, and
his family from Baldock, Hertfordshire, had a barfdE40 taken out in order to
indemnify the parish against any costs of mainteaarmhe bond was taken out
by John Church himself, and by Clement Church eklayer of Saffron Walden
and William Church another bricklayer — presumdhliyily memberg??

All immigrants in possession of a settlement ciedile were permitted to set up
homes and businesses provided that they did Adairfdiard times. Should this
be the case a settlement examination would be obediby the local justices of
the peace and, if necessary, a removal order wmildsued requiring the
overseers of the poor to organise the return ofrtti@idual, and any family, to
the original parish of settlement. It is the s#ttént examinations which can
provide evidence of artisans fallen on hard timiésr example, the settlement
examination of Henry Rooksbye taken in 1720 stditashe was then a cooper
lodging in St. Leonard’s parish, Shoreditch, in toeinty of Middlesex. He
claimed that he had gained settlement in Waldetherompletion of his
apprenticeship to William Archer. The settlemexdaraination traced
Rooksbye’s career prior to his arrival in Shorddiénd his falling on hard times
through certificated sojourns in Low Leighton artdE®tolph’s without
Bishopsgaté?® Henry’s subsequent fate is unknown, but he woubbably have
either been returned to Walden or money for higfr@tould have been sought

241 3.S. TaylorPoverty, Migration and Settlement in the IndustRalvolution(Palo Alto, 1989), p.14
242ERO D/B 2/PAR 9/41, Indemnity bond of John Chutaficklayer.
23 ERO D/B 2/PAR 6/1, Settlement examination of HeRpoksbye.

67



Hilary Walker
Differentiating the artisan

by the overseers of his current parish from thesears of the poor of
Walden?**

Between those artisans who rose to occupy positabasthority in the
corporation and those who fell on such hard tirhes they were the subject of
settlement examinations or in receipt of reliehfrthe parish, there were many
more artisans who managed to support themselvethancthildren and maybe
rose or fell in status as their lives progressiédvas from this sort of artisan that
junior parish and town officials, such as parishatables, were elected:
moreover Mark Goldie suggests that in general ‘$paoificeholders generally
held more than one office at different times, gatihg from minor to major®°
Goldie’s claim holds true for William Rankin whorged as parish constable in
1719. In 1738 a William Rankin, grocer, servedasrseer for the podf®
Xenophon Hearn, a carpenter and joiner, on ther ditved, did not progress
beyond the rank of constaft¥.

The trade a man followed did not necessarily coisochances of advancement
within the office-holding setting of Walden. Mamgavers went on to become
overseers of the poor and Richard Archer, a bottker, having served as
overseer, became an alderman in 17¥However there are very few references
to cordwainers holding office. Cordwaining wasae in which a charity
apprentice might be placed, since on completiath®fapprenticeship little
moneywas required to set up in business. It is likabttthe returns from such a
business were also low! It seems that the relatiatis of different trades was
governed by multiple and interconnecting factoreese factors included
modalities of sociability, theursus honorunand life experiences. The success
that a man might experience in a given trade wasdhkult of many
interconnecting and, sometimes, conflicting factors

It has already been noted that an artisan mighttfee ranks of the town worthies
in the course of his career, with some reachingtheacle of serving as mayor.
However in the eighteenth century it was also fdsgo slip downwards if ill-
health, an accident or old age struck. Social titghvithin the artisan segment
of society could occur in both directions in theise of a man’s working life,
however, for the many, the movement was likelygarbone direction—

4t is interesting to note that one of the oversder the poor of Walden in 1720/1 was Thomas Arche
a cooper. Perhaps he was the son of the Williaohétrto whom Henry Rooksbee claimed he had been
apprenticed.

245 Mark Goldie, ‘The Unacknowledged Republic: Officdding in Early Modern England’, irfhe

Politics of the Excluded, c. 1500-188@. Tim Harris, (Basingstoke, 2001), p.165.

246 ERO D/B 2/PAR 4/157Settlement certificate of Wit Barrett, carpenter, and his wife Love,
showing William Rankin as an overseer of the poor

24TERO D/B 2/PAR 3/1 Overseer of the Poor’s accoshtsving Xenophon Hearn as a constable

28 ERO D/B 2/PAR 8/3 Bastardy bond showing Richardh&r as an alderman
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downwards. See, for example, the case study ofm@lsdcrambler ‘A man
whose aspirations exceeded his fate’. (AppendiXe extremes of social
mobility both up and down was in itself a primangication of the fragmented
nature of artisanal society.

It is, of course, important to view these sociaverments in the context of the
macro-economic environment of the time. Individaiatl societal mobility
created new groups within society which could l&aonproved life chances, but
when the overall economic environment was unfavaeras in the 1720s, it
was harder for any other than exceptionally tal¢®etgtrepreneurs or those with
secure family backing to be assured of a comfagtald-age. The trajectories of
individual lives need to be read against the bamlgd of changing macro-
economic circumstances.

v

For a young man entering a trade the future heldnaber of options. As a
journeyman, on completion of his apprenticeshipminght remain with his old
master until he had amassed the funds necessasyablish himself as a master
craftsman or he might take to the road, moving ftomwn to town as part of a
travelling brotherhood, looking for improved opparities?*® Some young
artisans achieved the dream of becoming a mastétsgran, others, with less
family backing available, were condemned to spéed tives as journeymen,
often little more than day labourers. It becomadent that an important
determinant of future life chances within the amisegment was the extent of
the availability of family background and suppoior this latter group the future
was distinctly less bright. In many cases the Wotlse was already beckoning.

Only the sons of the most well-established artisarthe younger sons of
gentlemen entering a trade or a craft could hoaid their working careers in a
comfortable manner. For most apprentices comgehmir indentures and
striking out on their own as journeymen’ life waspest, an uphill struggle.
Wages varied greatly from trade to trade. In 1RIACampbell suggested the
wages that a journeyman might receive in a vanétyades. In comparison with
wages in the metropolis, the journeymen in Waldenld have received a lower
rate”® A journeyman bricklayer in London received half avenq12%4p.) a day

%% R.A. Leeson discusses travelling journeymen inTinésselling brothers: the six centuries’ road from

craft fellowship to trade unionisif.ondon, 1979), whilst Geoffrey Crossick discusessame theme
from a European perspective in his introductioiite Artisan and the European Town, 1500-1900
(Aldershot, 1996).

20 R.CampbellThe London Tradesmghondon, 1747). The reference is given by eaatiar
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and gjourneyman carpenter between twelve and fifteellirseds a week (60-
75p.). A journeyman woolcomber earned betweenvisvehillings and a guinea
(60p-£1.05); a journeyman barber and perukemakeived, in London, bed and
board plus between £12 and £15 a year. The yooryvainer earned no more
than nine or ten shillings a week (45-50p.). Carligd@imed that many shoes
were supplied by country shoemakers to keep casts d A journeyman tailor's
wages were regulated by Act of Parliament at betvieenty pence (8%2p) and
half a crown (12%2p.) a day depending on the seaktre year. Campbell goes
on to claim that journeymen tailors were very nusnsrand were generally
employed via Houses of Call: that is ale-housesr&/hgaster tailors would call
in search of hands!

In Saffron Walden, at rates even lower than thosetioned above, it took time
for a journeyman artisan to raise sufficient futmlset up as a master craftsman,
if, indeed, he ever could. At this time to accuatelthe necessary funds would
have been a struggle for any young man if he coatdtall on financial aid from
his family. In the 1790s it was suggested thates80f6 of a working family’s
income needed to be expended on foodstuffs alSimece the remaining 20%
could easily be spent on fuel, light and clothfiig,it would have been difficult

to accumulate the funds necessary to set up iméssi

Artisans such as Henry Rooksbye, the cooper mesdiabbove, might well have
remained a journeyman throughout his working iheyving from place to place
in search of work. Campbell suggested that a aowpeald need between £200
and £500 to set up as a master in London. In Wialdge cost would have been
considerably less. A London shoemaker needed eetf#00 and £500 to set
up as a master. It seems likely that the cost@&déh must have been much
lower since according to the records of Bromfiel@tarity>* in the 1710s there
were at least four master shoemakers or cordwaaweespting apprentices; in the
1770s the figure was seven and in the 1790s sikeiEbusiness was so good in
Walden for cordwainers that they were prepareddkarihe sacrifice necessary
to accumulate the funds to set up in business,ddd inot cost very much to
embark on the trade. Patently the perception ild&/awas that the scope for
cordwainers to make a living that kept them off padief did not run up against
any limit set by the concept of ‘fullness of plaé®’ It may be postulated that a
town was deemed full to new members of a partiotriait when the arrival of a

51 R.Campbelljbid. p.193

%52 E H. Phelps Brown and Sheila V. Hopkins, ‘Severtee®s of the prices of consumablesHgsays
in Economic Histonyl, ed. E.M. Carus Wilson (London, 1962) p.180

3ERO D/B 2/CHR 1/2 Bromfield’s charity accounts

#4See above, p.67
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new member of that trade would place a burden erfithds available for the
relief of the poor.

Based on detailed analysis of the records for 8afN¥alden, a young
journeyman either left Walden, or arrived from ®lkere, in the hope of
establishing a business or working for a mastdtsrean; or set up in business
as a master. Hard work, quality products and doddne, in the context of a
favourable macro-economic climate at the time, @tlp the young artisan to
establish himself. Once established and payinglpaates, the artisan could
expect to serve as a parish officer, first as par@stable and later as overseer
of the poor and churchwarden. Civic office midigrn follow. Election for life
as an alderman might lead to the exalted positionayor which carried with it
the role of borough Justice of the Peace and therifa of ‘gentleman.’

However, bad luck or ill health could reduce a haatking artisan to an
inability to pay his parish rates and even depeoelem the parish for relief. For
example, Henry Rooksbye, mentioned above, was cigloj¢o a settlement
examination by the parish of St. Leonard’s, Shdaobdiwhen he was in need of
relief in order to survivé> In Saffron Walden the Overseer’s Accounts Book
for 1781-1797 lists those members of the parigiedeipt of poor relief>® On
April 16™ 1781, for example, William Mynott's account shovtbet 63 people
were in receipt of poor relief, the sums rangiranfreéd. (2¥zp.) to five shillings
(25p.): a total of £4.15s.9d (approximately £4.7Bicidental expenses for the
same week brought the total to £15.17s.6d (£15.8{fé&)account being
corrected by an auditor who considered it to badr@ast’. One of the names of
those in receipt of poor relief was that of LeonArderson. Town records show
that in 1726 a Leonard Alderson was apprenticecu8dffolk and Turner’s
Charity to Leonard Alderson — perhaps his fathea® a carpentér’ The name
‘Leonard Alderson’ next appears in a removal cedife from Rochford in Essex
to Saffron Walden when he was accompanied by Hes 8arah and two
children: James aged three and Sarah one. Theatediderson in the
overseer’s account book received one shilling angence (7¥2p.) in relief.

One shilling and sixpence would not have provideough for Leonard Alderson
to live on but it would have allowed him a littlepport through a difficult time.

For those artisans who fell onto hard times becatiséd age, the King Edward
VI almshouses provided a refuge. Under the terimiseocharter of 1549 the
almshouses could provide accommodation and footiffeen men and women,
one of whom was to act as Dame. The poor were tdxted by the

#SERO D/B 2/PAR 6/1Settlement examination of Henopksbye
> ERO D/B 2/PAR 3/10verseer’s Accounts Book 17817179
%7TERO D/B 2/CHR 1/3 accounts of Bromfield’s charity
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Corporation from amongst those people nominatedaathy by the Masters of
the Almshouses, “of the most needy and poor persansg impediment by
extreme age, maimed or sick, impoteniaioour”?*® This was a clear example
of the role that patronage played in the life aisans in eighteenth century
Saffron Walden. Only elderly and needy people wihtacts amongst the ‘great
and the good’ of Walden stood a chance of beingieteto the Almshouse.
Thus it can be seen that the role of patronageeddovemphasise the vertical as
against the horizontal integration of society. Timgority of the elderly faced a
future either on a pittance of parish poor reliefrothe parish workhouse.
Essentially there were six ways in which an artséfe could end: a failure to
reach old age because of premature death, a cail®nld age, an old age
cared for by their family, a place in the almshqumseish relief or the
workhouse. Fractionalism within the artisanal segtrwas very clearly evident
in the latter years of a craftsman’s life!

It is clear that there was considerable indivick@dial mobility among artisans.
This meant that two artisans starting out in lifiéhvgimilar chances could
experience very different life courses. Individeatial mobility led to
considerable fragmentation within this one socgsent. The range of patterns
in the lifecourse that can be discerned is evideémtéwo contrasting examples.
In one instance that of the Archer famify,a set of five brothers who all
succeeded in business in the latter part of thietegmth century and some of
whom went on to hold positions of power within tben. Indeed two of them,
William and Henry, went on to serve as Mayor. Ha bther case, that of Thomas
Scrambler, a man whose aspirations exceeded kisThbmas seems to have
been a relatively successful woolcomber who felhard times as he aged. Itis
true to say that, since he secured a positionandtvn’s Almshouse, his fate
could have been worse, but for a man who had irapbenough to sign the Act
of Allegiance to George | in 1715, it was possibbt the old age he had
anticipated. (For details see Appendices 3 and 4).

Another key point that emerges from a detailed eration of lifecourses is the
variability of fortunes within any individual lifexirse. In the course of their
lives artisans could reach a level of comfort whethe peak of their skills and
then sink below the poverty line with the onseillagss or age; or they could
achieve the title of gentleman and the status waadompanied that title in the
eighteenth century; or they could sink into abpmterty, dependent on parish
relief. The baptismal records of the mid-eightbesgntury provide further
evidence of this.

28 ¢ B. RowntreeSaffron Walden—then and nogChelmsford, 1952), p.60
#9 5ee Appendix 5 below, The Fortunes of the Arclaenify.
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The incumbent at the time recorded the occupabbnsost of the fathers of the
children he baptised. Thus Benjamin Finton wasnged as a labourer at the
birth of his first child in 1752. By 1756 he wascorded as a victualler and
remained such at the baptism of his next childi&9l He was moving up in the
world. On the other hand in 1752 William Bearddellsband of Mary and
father of William was recorded as a woolcomber. 18%9 when a daughter
Hester was baptised William was recorded as a r@dif An artisan’s place in
the social structure could change in the courdesolife and was not necessarily
fixed. He could move from Defoe’s categories fand five —The working
Trades, who labour hard but feel no want and Then@g People, Farmers, etc.
who fare indifferently — either upwards into catggthree — The middle Sort
who fare well — or downwards into category six -e Hoor that fare hard — or
even category seven — The Miserable, that reafigtpand suffer warft*

There was always an inherent likelihood of fractiidm among artisans because
of the very different circumstances likely to cat@ss an individual life course.
This was for two reasons. One was the wide rahg&merience within the

group as a whole. The other was the fluctuatiorexperience across an
individual life course. At bottom, the essencelha$ difference was economic
both in terms of the costs of a family and of elssédbhg oneself and then of
benefitting at other stages of family formation a&stiablished business. This is
illustrated in the two case studies mentioned apibvese of the Archer brothers
and Thomas Scrambler.

It may be that artisans were especially vulnerélghance and circumstance
because of their often fragile economic circumstanespecially at certain stages
in the course of family formation and deliquescence

Vv

The eighteenth century stood on the cusp in tefrdefining the position of
different groups in society. ‘Class’ was beginntoggemerge as a term replacing
rank and order. Since the late eighteenth cemtunyerous other theories of
class have been developed, many of which dwellassaconsciousness as in
Marx’s theories, or on the existence of social€k&s political action group. As
the industrial revolution took root and bloomed;istheories of social
organisation became increasingly relevant in thiet lof the development of
organized political and/or industrial action. @lcse, much of the influential

20 ERO D/P 192/1/5/4.1 Baptismal records
1 Defoe,Review of the British Natiof1709)
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oeuvre of E.P. Thompson was devoted to chronichrgprocess for the
emergent working class and Peter Earle has castied similar task for the
middle class in London in the late seventeentheamty eighteenth centurié®
No similar work has, to date, been completed orattisanal segment of society
and given the summary preliminary overview provitiede, it might well be that
no such history would be feasible for this socegraent.

The only example of the artisans of Saffron Waldeganising themselves as a
group in any way was during the Bread Riots of 1¥®8&n a band of artisans
and labourers combined to try and seize grain démer doodstuffs to be sold at
taxation populaireprices. In the brief for the prosecution at theel@tsford Lent
Assizes of 1796, the ringleader, Samuel Porter,deasribed as a cooper
carrying on a vergonsiderable business in that Ifffé.Six other trades
represented were bricklayer, cordwainer, carpestavyer, worsted maker and
collar maker. It is not possible to tell whetheede men were master craftsmen
or journeymen. The Bread Riots show that at Isaste artisans found common
identity with labourers and provided leadership wteey felt threatened by
outside events beyond their control. However @in@mip action in defence of
popular values appears to have cut through theaarsegment further indicating
its fractionalised nature. While Samuel Portezpaper, sided with the labouring
population of Saffron Walden, the mayor, Henry Ascivho was a maltster,
appealed to the local landowner, Lord Howard fdp e putting down the
riots?** Both were men in a considerable way of busii®ss it can be seen
that it was not mere wealth that dictated the fiveg an artisan might take in
social and economic affairs. Such men enjoyedivelanaterial comfort,
independence and social assurance. It is pogbkd¢his allowed them to think,
to discuss and to read. For men such as Samuel tas possible that social
action arose from considered principles, whilst iyelrcher saw his interests
best served by allying himself to the local ‘powethe land’, Lord Howard.

The earlier theories of class developed by theoastl historians working
outside this period, dealt most effectively withssdic industrialised societies
rather than one like eighteenth century Saffrond&alwhich had yet to achieve

62 peter EarleThe making of the English middle class : busingssiety and family life in London,
1660-1730(London, 1989)

63 ERO D/B 2/QSS4/35 Prosecution brief against Sarmoeter and others at the Chelmsford Lent
Assizes 1796 as a result of the Saffron Waldend@Riats of 1795

% ERO, D/DBy 012, Correspondence in connection Withbread riots at Saffron Walden

255 ERO, 288 CR 20, Will of Samuel Porter, 1826, gikissoccupations as corn factor and cooper and
shows that he was able to leave legacies totadlingast £1200, a not inconsiderable sum. Sadlyitho
for Henry Archer has been found to allow comparsson
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more than a degree of proto-industrialisai$hOf more recent theories, the
five-class model propounded by R.S. NéHlseems the most helpful in trying to
develop an understanding of the social standirggifteenth century artisans in
Saffron Walden. Neale suggests that the third @mapt group, the ‘Middling
class’, would have covered the petit bourgeoisiriagpprofessional men, other
literates and artisans, and goes on to proposertdatbers of this social segment
were “individuated or privatized like the middles$ but collectively less
deferential and more concerned to removeptingleges and authority of the
upper class in which, without radical changes, teynot realistically hope to
share.?®

However, evidence to support the latter part of pNeale’s proposition is not
easily found among the artisans of Saffron Waldénwould seem that those of
this ‘middling class’ were more keen to seek therapation and support of the
upper class than to try to remove its privileges anthority, if the case of Henry
Archer, mayor during the 1795 Bread Riots, quotaava, was at all
representative of the general situatfdtin general, deference continued to
prevail.

However Neale’s suggestion that this group wasicoally changing in its
composition as successful members of the fourtbhgrooved up into it from
below and unsuccessful members of the second segitgped down from
above strikes certain resonances in Walden. Teemaim for these newcomers,
it was necessary either for the segment to expafat @ther members of the
‘Middling class’ to move out, both upwards to béesio describe themselves as
gentlemen and downwards to be considered pauparsoby fortunate members
of society.

Although the artisans of eighteenth century Saffddsdden do not appear to fit
the classic Marxist proposition that “The histofyeach and every hitherto
existant society has been that of class strugdles’, nevertheless, the case that
their place in society—as they viewed it and agas viewed by others, both
above and below them in the social continuum—infaesl everything that they
said or did. Andy Wood suggests that “class opsrat relationship to, and
sometimes in conflict with, other identities” art it should be recognised as

2% ERO, D/B 2/PAR9/2, Shoemaker’s account book, poiybtne property of Robert Catlin. The amount
of work listed suggests that Catlin was probablylaying other shoemakers within the Saffron Walden
area to help him meet the orders. Robert wadantanate financial position for a shoemaker or
cordwainer having received a considerable legamy finis father Nathaniel, also a shoemaker (TNA,
Prob11/1137).

%7R.S. NealeClass in English HistoryOxford,1981), p.133

28R S. NealeClass in English HistoryOxford,1981), p.133

29 See above, p.74
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“a fluid, ever-changing, emotive, dangerous forceuman affairs®° Whether
‘class’ represented a ‘dangerous force in humaanrafffor the artisans of
Saffron Walden for the greater part of the eightieeentury, the time of the
Bread Riots apatrt, is, | would suggest, a mootpbut it is certainly true that
“class operates in relationship to, and sometime®nflict with, other
identities”. Members of the town council saw thehiss as gentlemen by virtue
of their wealth and their status in town socieltyseems very likely that they
were seen as such by the labourers and journeyftbe town who would have
treated them with due deference. However to tballgentry, they were still
artisans and tradesmen, albeit ones who had mamtefgnancially?’* This
latter group had seized opportunities when predestech as the growth in the
importance of malt, to either develop existing s&@ry occupations or to
diversify their occupations. The ability to doghvas based on a number of
factors such as natural acumen, the advantagesrdgfiom favourable family
circumstances and the sheer good fortune of baittggei right place at the right
time?’® Others were less fortunate.

We may also surmise that the physical proximityoeréd by the nature of the
locale—described above—encouraged a sensitivisyrtall but important
differences that in turn worked against group solig. Money alone was not
enough to guarantee status— a truth that was ea pfirtrayed in contemporary
drama and aft’®

A

The social segment into which the artisans of eighth century Saffron Walden
seem to fit most comfortably was a middling oné thkas markedly fluid in its
membership. Some artisans rose to achieve thessihgentlemeand to have
the right to voten parliamentary elections for the county held helsford®™*
Others sank into poverty and became reliant onitghéioth parish and private.
The majority seem, however, to have fitted welbibefoe’s fourth category
‘The working Trades, who labour hard but feel nmtiebut at any point in time

the fortunes of individuals might diverge, espdyial old age?”® Their lives

"9 Andy Wood, “Fear, hatred and the hidden injurieslass in early modern EnglandJournal of

Social History 39 (2006), p.819

2" perhaps it should be borne in mind at this pdiat beneath what is accessible to us from surviving
evidence, there may be levels of complexity thatai invisible to us.

?’23ee above p.14 and below Chapter 5, p.112ff.

213 For example the series ‘Marriage a la Mode’ byllafih Hogarth ridicules the attempts of the nouveau
riche to gain status through marriage as does $hBridan’s play ‘The Rivals’.

2" A H.D.S. Data Set 3036, Chelmsford Voters 17022172

?’>See above p.68
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might not have been particularly comfortable arerthours of work would have
been long, but as independent craftsmen they woate been in a position to
organise their own working lives. This was in netlcontrast to workers in the
factories which became increasingly prevalent adridustrial Revolution took
its course. The majority would have paid theirigfarates and taken their turn to
serve as parish officers if called upon to do so.

The artisans and tradesmen of small market towew dr business from and
provided services to their hinterlands as welloathé populations of the towns
themselves. Through their interaction with thaégieconomic, social and
religious life of the town, it was they who form#ee backbone of their
communities in the eighteenth century: it was &bane clearly evident as an
entity to both contemporaries and to subsequeturiass. But it was also a
peculiarly fluid backbone in that many moved irttand out of it, and the
vagaries of circumstance meant that the fortunesasfy within it could change
markedly over their lifetimes. In these respebtsdrtisanal segment was once
again distinctly and markedly fragmented and fawlised.
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Chapter 4
Town Governance — control and care

When an eighteenth century artisan considered #yeimvwhich his town was
organised, he would have referred to the governahttee town. The term
‘governance’ is defined by ti@.E.Das ‘the action or manner of governing’ or
‘the office, function, or power of governing; authg or permission to

govern’?”® Any discussion of the governance of eighteenttiurg small market
towns and the role, if any, that artisans playethis process requires not only an
appreciation of the relationship between centrdllanal government, but also of
the many differing types of governance that mighehjoyed by these towns.

So what exactly did the term ‘governance’ meamteighteenth century artisan?
The term can be viewed from a variety of perspestithe structure of
governance, the role that it took in controllinglaaring for the community and
the people involved in that process. That is tg fam structural, institutional
and prosopographical perspectives.

The governance of an eighteenth century town hadyrfacets, far more than in
a rural setting, and these facets tended to irdeas®l overlap producing a very
complex organisational structure. Large urbangsdasuch as Norwich were
more multi-faceted in their governance, but everkeistowns such as Saffron
Walden saw a range of intersecting facets whicluded the personnel involved
in governance, the sequence of office holding,gretge and clientage and the
interdependence of the civic, parochial and chaletarganisations of the town.

It is these facets that this chapter will seekxpl@re in relation to the town of
Saffron Walden. It will be argued that these fagetturn had an influence on
the fractional nature of the artisan sector of estycdin eighteenth century Saffron
Walden, particularly since there was frequently smonfusion between
executive and judicial functions. Individuals wiheld power often wore many
‘hats’. The power channelled through them cammfeovariety of sources
including personal wealth that permitted patronaigeir role as employer; their
status as a member of the ruling oligarchy, thgp@a@tion, perhaps even as
mayor; and as a representative of central authasity Justice of the Peace.
These men exercised multiple jurisdictions, a ottarastic of Early Modern
England which still lingered in eighteenth cent@affron Walden. In many
cases the sum total of their power was greaterttimatroffered by its individual
components. Artisans had to be able to unpickdbisplicated tapestry of

2T%ttp://dictionary.oed.com/cgi/entry/500972937sirdl&query type=word&queryword=governance&f
irst=1&max_to_show=1(28 October 2007)
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power if they were to succeed in business, anedddin life in general. Those
who were able to read the patterns tended tomiSaffron Walden society, those
who could not sank towards pauperdom.

In eighteenth-century Saffron Walden the main $tngcof urban governance
was the borough or Corporation as was also theina&8edbury. Most of the
other local market towns were still entirely marégfgrough the system of
manorial courts. Saffron Walden still retainednitanorial courts, the manors of
Chipping Walden and Brook Walden being the mostirant?’’ but the town
had been incorporated under a series of charterillas discussed beldi?

but, although it was able to hold its own courtQuoiarter Session and to appoint
its own Justices of the Peace, it was not a paemary borough and therefore at
times of election for knights of the shire it wadbsumed within the county of
Essex.

The town was composed of one single large pariskaularger urban
settlements such as Cambridge and Norwich. Thanbtéat there was a degree
of co-termininity between the urban and parishcitmes which was lacking in
larger towns where the borough authorities hacetd @ith the overseers and
churchwardens appointed by a number of parishes.

Another layer or facet of governance to be foundighteenth century Walden
was that of the manof&’ Although of declining importance in the overall
governance of the town, the main manors of Chippimdj of Brook Walden, and
a number of smaller manorial courts, continuedaiotio| copyhold properties
throughout the town. This meant that the holdéth@se copyhold properties
had obligations to the manors as well as to thextamd fell under the
jurisdiction of the stewards of the manors witharehto their accommodation,
another example of fractionalism within the artiseagment since other artisans
owned freehold properties.

A further facet of town governance was exercisethieyarious town charities.
These charities tended to operate through a syst@atronage whereby the
trustees selected from among those consideredtteeladeserving poor, those
who were to receive assistance, be it in the fdrenglace at the charity school
or help in paying apprenticeship premiums or ag@ladhe town’s almshouse for

2’ See below, current page.
2’8 See below, p.82
2’9 See below, p.85
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the elderly?® A total of fourteen charities serving the towr aurrounding
villages are listed iThe History of Audley Erfd’

There is, however, one facet of town governandeetiound in many eighteenth
century towns that Saffron Walden lacked - tradeésgi Even as late as the
eighteenth century in many towns admission to #m&s of skilled artisans was
controlled by the trade gilds which set the rulegegning who might and who
might not work as a master artisan within the towmdeed Woodward asserts, in
relation to the building trades in the north of EBmgl, that in many towns the

gild was the most important institution in the bvef craftsmen, offering
economic advantages to its memb@&fdlthough the late eighteenth century saw
the decline of the trade gilds in many plat&sn Saffron Walden no such
decline took place because trade gilds did not.€kige Corporation regulated
the admission of freemen, that is men free to twitkein the town?®‘as was also
the case in Sudbury which, unlike Saffron Waldetains good gild records in
the form of its Cocket Books? There are no records of trade gilds existing in
Saffron Walden in earlier periods. Those gildsahhdlid exist were of a
religious, social and charitable nature; the Gfithe Holy Trinity’*® and the

Gild of Our Lady of Pity. Although there are n@oeds of trade gilds, some

kind of informal trade associations undoubtedly ekist. For example the
organisers of the annual Bishop Blaize processSivBlaize being the patron
saint of woolcomber&’

The various facets of town governance in eighteeattiury Saffron Walden had
a significant degree of overlap, particularly imte of the men who occupied
posts of responsibility in the various differemasids of town governance.

280 5ee below, p.96

81 Richard, Lord Braybrooké;he History of Audley Endl.ondon, 1836), pp.243-248

%82 Donald WoodwardMen at WorkCambridge, 1995), p.28

283\Wendy Smits and Thorsten Strombatke Economics of the Apprenticeship Systeheltenham,
2001) p.16 suggest that it was the pressure ofinidlisation led to the gradual breakdown of thée g
system in late eighteenth century England, culrmiah the repeal of the Statute of Artificers i®14.
%4 See below, p.83. The Role of the Corporatiom@Economic Life of Saffron Walden.

285 5RO, (Bury St. Edmunds), EE 501/4, Sudbury CoBketks

28 The Gild of the Holy Trinity was closely connecteith the Corporation. After the Reformation the
Corporation continued to use the account bookkef3ild for civic affairs until 1835. (ERO.
D/B2/GHT/2/1 and 2).

%87 No references have been found to St. Blaize psimes before the seventeenth century. It seems
likely that the processions were instituted after Restoration, perhaps as a salute to what werease
past golden times.
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Setting the Scene

The relationship between central and local govemninmethe eighteenth century
has been the subject of considerable discussiachaRl Price has suggested that
‘the relationship between the centre and the lscaldefining property of state
structures?®® His argument is that the relationship betweerraeand local
government has never been straightforward and tiistgrically, British culture
has been antagonistic towards any centralizingetecids. Frank O’Gorman has
contended that, in peace time, the Hanoverian regvas maintained by a
constant set of interactions between central goment and the localities. In the
first half of the eighteenth century British bureeacy grew rapidly, became
more coherent and increased in efficiency, buteiage time, at least, most of the
powers of the state, particularly its legal powersre administered localfy?
Jonathan Barry has suggested that, although frermtt-seventeenth century
onwards, the state began to establish a greateemqee in English towns through
tax officials, such as supervisors of excise angyges, who were posted there,
and through the presence of military men, the lobldhe centre on less
contentious areas of local government, especialtireé socio-economic sphere
weakened? This was, no doubt, to the great relief of thealgpopulation who
were profoundly suspicious of the executive bramichovernment?®*

It is clear that for artisans at this time theesttisted but how they fitted into it
IS @ more interesting question. As producers amgwmers they were
contributing to the funding of the state, particlyas there was an increasing
use of excise duti€s? Unlike labourers, they were less likely to bdeiupon
to take the king’s shilling at times of conflichse the practice of a trade made
them more useful in their home communities andetivended to be a tacit
societal acceptance of this. However, at the lef/éle parish, men from the
among the artisan segment were ‘the stafeThey were often the parish
constables and the overseers of the poor; somethmeshurch wardens, the
aldermen and, more often than might be anticipatedmayor. Their
competencies were employed. At this level thesanis were, to a large extent,
the state that their neighbours experienced.

There was a great deal more diversity between tdkars there was between
county administrations in the eighteenth centuoyalthough in many ways a

288 Richard PriceBritish Society, 1680-188Tambridge, 1999), p.155

289 Frank O’GormanThe Long Eighteenth Centugyondon, 1997), pp.134-5

29 jonathan Barry, “Provincial Town Culture, 1640-Q7B: Interpretation and Cultural Historyed.
J.H. Pittock and A. Wear (Basingstoke, 1991) p.204

21 0'Gorman,The Long Eighteenth Century, pp.134-5

292 3. Brewer, Th&inews of Poweflondon, 1989), pp.89-93

23 See below, p.88, iii Governance and the Parish
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typical small-to middling-sized eighteenth centargrket town, in terms of its
relationship with central government, Saffron Waladeas somewhat different to
many of its neighbours. Saffron Walden, unlike &ow, Linton, Braintree and
Bocking, Bishops Stortford or Halstead, was an iipotated town?** The last

in a series of charters dating back to the reigdexiry IV had been granted by
William and Mary in 1694°° Rosemary Sweet has suggested that incorporated
towns were bound to the monarch’s government i that unincorporated
towns were not:° whilst David Eastwood has argued that by the eigith
century ‘local government at the King’s commantg granting of royal charters
and so on, was becoming ‘local government at padia’s command’ since the
powers of local government were defined, ultimatelyterms of parliamentary
statute?®” Whether the monarch or parliament had the ultimaterol at this
period, Saffron Walden, as an incorporated towrg mare closely bound to
central government than its unincorporated neightydaut as a consequence of
its incorporation had privileges that they lacked.

State intervention in local government in generaswonsiderably more marked
at county level than it was in relation to smallrke&t towns. At county level, for
example, in the early years of the century the Casions of the Peace were
subject to regular and partisan remodelling. Swestsuggested that no
comparable interference was attempted with redpdotvns. It is her
contention that this was because civic office veagmrded as a form of property
and eighteenth century governments were wary ofagtign which might be
construed as interference in the property rightSraflishmerf® This argument
suggests concern about interfering with the interesthe urban elite who ran
the towns. It is the nature of this urban elitatthill be considered in this
chapter in relation to the governance of eighteestitury Saffron Walden. Was
it solely composed of men drawn from the gentry gnedprofessional sector?
Or did a segment of the artisan sector form pathefurban elite of the town? If
the latter is shown to be the case, then thisrtbéu evidence of the fractional
nature of the artisan sector of Saffron Walderhendighteenth century: part of it
consisted of governors; the remainder were governed

24 Wwilliam Stow,Remarks on London, being an Exact Survey of thddroand Westminster, Borough
of Southwark and the suburbs and liberties contigutm them, .(London, 1722). Stow lists 676 market
towns in his 1722 work. Of these he says 28 witiesc The 1835 Municipal Corporations Act
identified 246 corporations, about one third of tluenber of market towns listed by Stow just oved 10
years earlier..
2% ERO, D/B 2/BRE1/2 Charter of Henry IV, 1402

ERO, D/B 2/BRE1/23 Charter of William and Marga4
2% Rosemary SweeThe English Town, 1680-184Barlow, 1999), p.62
297 David Eastwood@overnment and Community, 1700-1§B@singstoke, 1997), p.18
2% Sweet,The English Town ,.pp.64-5
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I.  Central government presence in Saffron Walden

The governance of the town of Saffron Walden caxié&ed from many
perspectives. One element of the governance dbthe was the way in which
central government influence was felt. The mostals example of this was
the presence in the town of central governmentiaif such as resident excise
officers and the collectors of various taxes sugtha Land Tax and the Window
Tax. Between 1715 and 1800 thirty-seven excisea®, supervisors of excise
and collectors of excise revenues were residegaffron Walden and in receipt
of sacrament certificatéS’ Excise officers were appointed centrally by veritt
examination. The country was divided up into ‘eotlons’ which were roughly
equivalent to English counties in area. Some digidgs a year the Collector
collected duties made on the basis of assessmgnesident gaugers and their
supervisor$” In order to avoid any fraudulent avoidance ofigxcluties,
excise officers were subject to a series of rembyashich they were moved
around the country from division to division andrfr collection to collection in
search of promotion but also to ensure that clelsgionships did not develop
between the excise men and the traders with whemworked®*

In 1718 Rowland Maugham gave his profession aseafiof the duty of hides
when he applied for his sacrament certificifeln the early part of the
eighteenth century tanning was an important ingusetSaffron Walden. The
resident officer would have been responsible faueng that the appropriate
duty was paid on all hides handled. As the cenuogressed the resident excise
officers were more concerned with the gauging @frlpgoduced by local
brewers. Between 1715 and 1800 thirty-eight exoffieers, two supervisors of
excise and one collector of excise received saanaoegtificates in Saffron
Walden®*® No excise officer received more than one sacracemtificate,
confirming the idea that officers were moved arothrelcountry. It was not
uncommon for a group of three excise officers teiee sacrament certificates
on the same day confirming that in the local contle& general principle was
applied. Thus in 1718 John Palmer and Edward €lalko received their

29E R.O. D/B 2/QSS7/14 Sacrament Certificates. ré8aent Certificates were required of people
holding civic or state office as proof of theirattlance at services of the established church.takiireg

of holy communion according to the tenets of the€h of England had to be witnessed and a cettifica
obtained at least annually.

39 john BrewerThe Sinews of Pow¢tondon, 1989), p. 102

301 Brewer,Sinews.,.p.110

32E R.O. D/B 2/QSS7/14/66 Sacrament certificate @vRnd Maugham

33 ERO, D/B 2/QSS7/14 Sacrament certificates
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certificates on April 8.3°* In 1790 James Marshall, Thomas Willcox and John
Woodwards, all describing themselves as OfficeSxalise, received sacrament
certificates on Novembef"?% It would seem that throughout the greater part of
the eighteenth century a complement of three exaffssers was deemed
necessary to assess the duties to be paid in 8Mfedden and its hinterland, a
not inconsiderable number of men representing atypevof central government
presence in the localities as a result of the thtotion of various types of excise
duty.

As well as excise officers who served in Saffronld®a before moving on
elsewhere, central government was also representeaffron Walden by local
men who were appointed to collect taxes leviedpmti$ic commodities. For
example in 1788 a sacrament certificate was issmédnathan Bowtell who

gave his profession as window survey8t. Window Tax was collected
annually from 1696 until 1798. Professional suorsywere appointed by the
Tax Office to assess the duty payalfe Bowtell was a tanner by trade but must
have possessed the necessary qualities for the job.

Although, as seen above, there were representativantral government such
as the excise officers working in Walden in thersewf the eighteenth century,
for the most part the governance of the town wasit@nnal matter. The county
authorities had little influence except at timegpafliamentary elections, when
county poll books showed who was entitled to vaote how those votes had
been cast®® or when prisoners were sent to Chelmsford fromdbel quarter
sessions to be dealt with at the assizes for crimae serious than could be
dealt with by the local justices of the ped® As an incorporated town, Saffron
Walden was able to appoint its own justices ofgbace rather than using those
appointed centrally to the county Commissions effleacé®

It can be seen, then, that although central govemiiid have an active local
role to play in the governance of small market tepwhwas not, in Saffron
Walden, a very significant one.

3ERO, D/B 2/QSS7/14/65, 66 and 67 Sacrament aztés of John Palmer, Rowland Maugham and
Edward Clarke. Palmer and Clarke describe therasaedimply as Officers of Excise.

35 ERO, D/B 2/QSS7/14/277-279 Sacrament certificafescise officers, 1790

3% E R.O, D/B 2/QSS7/14/269 Sacrament certificatdapfathan Bowtell, window surveyor.

397 J.V. Beckett, “Land Tax or Excise: The LevyingTa#xation in Seventeenth- and Eighteenth-Century
England” The English Historical Review, 100, (198%).285-308

398 For example the poll books of 1715 (ERO, D/DKw/D®), 1734 (ERO library, uncatalogued), 1768
(ERQO library, uncatalogued) and 1774 (ERO libramgatalogued). The county poll books gave a fist o
those men who held the franchise by right of tteid holdings (the 40shilling freehold), the phriis
which they lived, the parish in which the land vaa@$d and how they had cast their votes.

39 ERO, D/B 2/QSS4/35 In 1796, following the Saffidalden Bread Riots, the ringleader Samuel
Porter, a cooper, was sent to be dealt with aCthelmsford Lent Assizes.

310 5ee above page 82
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ii. The Role of the Corporation in the Economic lafof Saffron Walden

If, as indicated above, central and county autiesritad only a relatively minor
impact on the way in which incorporated towns sasltsaffron Walden
governed their affairs, how then did such govereasurur? By the eighteenth
century in Saffron Walden the governance of thentawas divided between
matters that were purely civic, those that camesutite auspices of the parish
and those that were of a charitable nature.

Saffron Walden was divided, principally, betweea thanors of Brook Walden
and Chipping Walden. However as an incorporateahtéghe manors had, by the
eighteenth century, little impact on town goverraother than in the way that
copyhold property was transferred. This continteede done in the manorial
courts. For example, on 17 March, 1749 the stewatde Manor of Brook
Walden , John Craster, oversaw the transfer oi@ment in Castle Street from
Hannah Cranwell, deceased, formerly the wife of @&rBurgis, a cabinet

maker and freeman of the town' to her daughter Hannah, wife of John Burr, a
Quaker.

Effectively the system of civic governance of thevh of Saffron Walden that
prevailed in the eighteenth century had its origina charter granted in 1694 by
William 11l and Mary 113 This charter provided for a Corporation consigtir

a Mayor, a Recorder, a Deputy Recorder, twelve vihda (in addition to the
Mayor), a Town Clerk and a Coroner. The Recorbeputy Recorder, Mayor
and two senior Aldermen were to be Justices oPgmce, the Mayor being given
the right to continue as such for a year afterethe of his term of mayoralty.
These were Justices of the Peace specificallyhiotdwn; they were not on the
list of the Commission of the Peace for the Couwnftissex.

The Charter of 1694 gave the Corporation the saghdsrthat had previously
been enjoyed by officials known as the Treasurdr@mamberlains and the
Commonalty under previous charters. These rigitisided the administration
of and profits from the Market of Walden and theravialt Mill, which had
been purchased outright in 1618 from the Earl dfdButo whose family the
rights had been transferred from the Crotwn.

The Mayor and Aldermen of Walden were responsibielfe control of the
Borough Quarter Sessions, the Petty Sessions, dhagement of markets and
fairs and the regulation of trade in terms of tdenesion of freemen of the town.

11 saffron Walden Museum 40838 List of freemen
$12ERO, D/B 2/BRE1/23 Charter of William and Mary,946
313 C. B. RowntreeSaffron Walden Then and N@®helmsford, 1952), pp.17-24
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Their role was one which dealt with both the ecomoand legal aspects of the
town. These aspects frequently overlapped.

By controlling admission to the body of freemerttad town, the corporation was
able to exercise a considerable control over whe allawed to trade in the
town. The surviving records of the admission ekfnen are somewhat patchy
in their coverage, but sufficient exist to identihat freedom of the town could
be acquired through patrimony, that is by havirigtaer who was a freeman of
the town; through redemption - by purchase; anouin an unnamed category,
presumably by the completion of an apprenticeshijné town, often referred to
as freedom by servitud&! Of the surviving collection of 155 records, dgtin
from 1700 to 1762/3, 107 (69%) belong to the unrdhosegory. For example
in 1694 one Thomas Archer was apprenticed to Jditn&mn, a Saffron Walden
glover. The premium for this apprenticeship waisl jog Bromfield’s Charity®'®
Nine years later, in 1703, a glover named Thoma$érpaid ten shillings for
his freedom of the borough. Nine years would reli@ved a sufficient period

of time for Thomas to complete his apprenticeshgually a period of seven
years, and to have served some time as a journeyhanpossible that by 1703
Thomas was in a position to set up in business®own behalf and therefore
needed to become a freeman of the borough in todeside. In 1706
Bromfield’s Charity arranged the apprenticeshidalfin Barker to Thomas
Archer, a Saffron Walden glové¥® Some years later in 1720 John Archer was
apprenticed to his father Thomas, a glover, bystmae charity**’

The achievement of freedom by patrimony seemsve baen quite uncommon
and records only exist for it occurring in the ffitwenty years of the eighteenth
century. It is possible that in Saffron Waldenleaist, this was a custom which
no longer held the relevance that it had once @uly three freedoms by
patrimony were recorded, two in 1712/3 and onerib6l7. In each case a fee of
ten shillings was paid.

Forty-two freedoms by redemption were purchasedéden 1700 and 1762/3.
The fee for purchasing a freedom in this way tertddake higher, ranging from
the standard ten shillings to as high as £20. Mdrigose who purchased their
freedom by redemption were incomers who needett¢éeelom in order to trade
in the town. For example William Impey, a Quakeazier, paid 120/- for his
freedom by redemption in 1719/20 having arrivethimtown from Harrowden,

314 saffron Walden Museum 41507, Freemen.

315E R.O. D/B 2/CHR1/5 Apprenticeship records of Bfietd’s Charity
31°E R.O. D/B 2/CHR1/5/50 Apprenticeship of John Rark

317 E.R.O. D/B 2/CHR1/5/90 Apprenticeship of John Agch
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Northants., in 1718 with a Quaker certificate ohowal to the Saffron Walden
318

meeting:
The protection of the privileged trading rights ainfreemen of the borough
possessed was an important way in which the Catiparanteracted with the
economic life of the town. If an outsider attentpte break the trading
monopoly exercised by freemen of the borough, thgQration was expected to
take action. Woodward asserts that in the nortBrafland the relationship
between gild membership and freedom of the towmerfectly understood
because of the variation of practf¢é.In Saffron Walden there was no gild
involvement but freedom to trade was seen as aoriaut right and was fiercely
protected as it was in nearby Hertford where it veaasserted in the bye-laws of
1752. In Hertford freedom to trade and manufacha@ declined in importance
by 1839 when there were only 366 freemen out afufation of over 5,006%°

The way in which the Corporation in Saffron Walden out to protect the
privileged trading rights of its freemen is illestied by the following examples.
On 29" May, 1718 Robert Dodman, Thomas Bush and Josejiht\rere
presented at the Quarter Sessions by the Grandaluigllowing the trade of a
bricklayer and plasterer. The three men had prablyneither failed to complete
an appropriate apprenticeship or, more likely, tadldd to purchase their
freedom of the borougf* In October 1725 George Smith, Samuel Burges and
John Kay were presented for trading without benegren of the towri*? The
Corporation took its duty of protecting the prigés of its freemen very
seriously. This was seen as being necessarydaydbd governance of the
town.

The Corporation was also responsible for the omeratf the market, another
vital way in which it interacted with the town’s@wmic life. It was responsible

318 Friends’ Meeting House, Saffron Walden, Shelf 8s€C.1

319 Woodward Men at Workp.73

320'The borough of Hertford: Introductio History of the County of Hertford: volum&012), pp.
490-501. URLhttp://www.british-history.ac.uk/report.aspx?conpi®648

Date accessed: 15 September 2009.

$21ERO, D/B 2/QSS1/25 Grand Jury List, 1718. Thened reference to Robert Dodman or Thomas
Bush in the Freemen’s List (SW Museum 41507), hinseph Wright did purchase his freedom in
1705/6. Whether this is the same man or not i©Bgjble to say. A Thomas Bush, a wheelwright from
nearby Littlebury, was in possession of a settldrertificate in 1712 (ERO, D/B 2/PAR4/28).
$2ERO, D/B 2/QSS1/52 ltis interesting to note tamuel Burges presented by the Grand Jury in
October 1725 had purchased his freedom by redemiaa cost of 42 shillings in the year 1725/8V/(S
Museum 41507). There is no record of either otis fellow defendants purchasing their freedoms,
although it is known that John Kay was a joinenfriiddleton in Lancashire from his settlement
certificate of 1717 (ERO, D/B 2/PAR4/40).
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for leasing out the stalls at the Saturday markdtensuring that the rules
governing the market were obeyed. An official \appointed by the corporation
to collect market tolls and to ensure that rulesawellowed??® Action was
taken at the Quarter Sessions against anyone vaike kine market rules. In
August 1718 Henry Mead was presented by the Grandfdr buying goods in
the Rose and Crown and for forestalling the marRétomas Allen, a butcher
from Radwinter, a nearby village, was presentedforging meat to town on a
week day, that is, not on a market d&y That the market should be properly
controlled by the Corporation was essential forfteemen-artisans of the town
who relied on the market as a way of marketingrtheods to Saffron Walden’s
wider hinterland. The weekly market drew in custosnfrom the surrounding
villages, expanding the potential range of cligate/zhom goods could be sold
and services offered. For the butchers and viesabf the town it was
particularly important that the market should beparly regulated otherwise
traders from outside such as Thomas Allen, insthab®ve, might steal
potential customers, or fellow butchers such as&it Cocket and John
Stubbing of the nearby village of Wimbish might giise regrating?®

The Corporation was also responsible for settiegattices of basic foodstuffs in
times of crisis. During the period surrounding 8&ffron Walden bread riots of
July 1795 it was agreed on thé"@hat a Quatern loaf would be sold atiHut
that the poor would only payd7 The price of cheese was set @jpér pound and
meat at 4%d per pound for a month. Throughout the periodrotat, Henry
Archer, the mayor, was in correspondence with Lléodvard at Audley End
about the best course of actiBh.

iil. Governance and the Parish

Over the past forty years, a theme of small commgistudies in early modern
England has been the fragmentary nature of thesencmities. Many studies
see the roots of this as lying in three proces3és first of these concerns
economic differentiation in the second half of éiideenth century. This gave
rise to a distinction between the socially upwardlybile on the one hand and
those reduced to a condition of landless and inteently employed labourers on

33 ERO, D/B 2/PAR11/257 The 1792 Church Rate showéa Kent as being rated not only for his
house in Market End, but also for the tolls of kit@rket and Fairs. Other employees of the town

included the town gaoler and the master of the hmuke prior to the establishment of the Union.

32 ERO, D/B 2/QSS1/26 Forestalling the market méatng goods before they had reached the market
with the intention of selling them again at a highgce. This remained an offence until 1844.

32 ERO, D/B2/QSS1/83,87 and 108 Regrating the marestnt buying up commodities with the

intention to resell them at or near the market fatodit.

32 ERO, D/DBY 012 Correspondence concerning the 8afi/alden bread riots of 1795.
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the other. The second was the emergent religimisahs realised in the
distinction between godliness on the one hand laadaprobate on the other
leading to morally justifying power plays within athcommunities — the
religious versus the aficionados of the alehoused thirdly the proliferation of
administrative activities for which the parish wae smallest functional unit
placed considerable administrative power in thedbant the parish elites.
Moreover, there is some evidence that these grgemhparochial elites
substantially overlapped. All this created inhemmmgoing divisions within the
small communities of early modern England whichtcared throughout the
eighteenth century. Saffron Walden, as a borohgti,a more complex structure
than the standard parish.

The evidence suggests that these characteristioréseof fragmentation in
England’s small communities found a precise re@disan Saffron Walden. In
particular they contributed not only to fragmerdatwithin the community, but
also fractionalism within a segment such as theaars.

When the poor of Saffron Walden were issued witketis to allow them to buy
food at the reduced prices during the period ofBfead Riots in 1795, accounts
show that 1,254 people were relieved by ticket\slae of 8 each in either
bread or flour. It was agreed that when the Sutisen Fund for the relief of

the poor was close to exhaustion, the Churchwarded<Overseers should make
a rate upon the inhabitants for a sufficient suraddition to whatever might be
necessary to answer other usual expenses, at @otadgceedingdtin the
pound®?” This was an example of the borough authoritiesking in concert

with the parish authorities. In Saffron Walderstivas easier to bring about than
in other towns of the same or slightly higher papiohs such as Sudbury in
Suffolk, because in Saffron Walden there was onky parish whereas in
Sudbury there were the parishes of St. GregoryP&er and All Saints, all of
which would have had churchwardens and overseehswhiom it would be
necessary to negotiaté&.

The parish was responsible for the election eaahn gka set of officials:
Churchwardens, Overseers of the Poor and Pariskt@lales. Most parishes
also elected a surveyor of highways who was resplenfor ensuring that local
roads were kept in reasonable repair. The ratepajehe parish were
responsible for the election of the above mentiasfédials. One of the
Churchwardens was normally elected, the other wasmated by the
incumbent. The Overseers were elected annualtiidoparish vestry. The

%27ERO, D/DBY 012 Correspondence ... 1795.
328 Barry Wall, Sudbury(Stroud, 2004)
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Parish Constables were formally elected each 38aheirs was the only
parochial appointment that had to be ratified kgy/tthwn magistrates. In practice
many constables served for several years, recédesdfor services performed
and were, therefore, semi-professidtias had become the case in the counties
in the late sixteenth centufy’

The Churchwardens were the most senior of thelpafigials and their office
also tended to be the least burdensome. Theyaweoéficiooverseers of the
poor, but usually devoted more of their time totnoe aspects of church
management, the levying of special church rateslamdnaintenance of the
fabric of the churci** Sidney and Beatrice Webb noted that the churatiever
were bound by oath to report at the annual visitatif the Archdeacon on the
performance of the parish clerics, the state otthech and on any moral or
religious delinquency amongst the parishionerseyldould levy a Church Rate
where necessary to recoup expenditure, but werereshto submit accounts and
a proposal to make the rate at a meeting of thabitdnts>® In Easter 1792 the
Church Rate for Saffron Walden was levied at tihe of one shilling in the
pound by the Churchwardens George Archer and Jand&bwtell.>** The
Saffron Walden Churchwardens’ accounts includedmbaries of church plate
and goods, as well as disbursements and resolumeerning the church
clock®*®

The duties of the overseers of the poor were muate fime consuming.

Elected annually and numbering between two and tberoverseers were
supposed to meet with the approval of the locdigas of the peace to whom
they were also supposed to submit their accourdsrnuhe 1598 Ackor the
Relief of the Poo(39 Eliz. | ¢.3)**® Eastwood’s description of the duties of the
overseers includes investigating the circumstantetimants, calculating any
entitlements, managing parish work schemes, anergiging the workhouse if

329 Anon, The Complete Parish Officétondon, 1763) gives full details of the electimd duties of
Parish Constables. It was the sort of book thata seeking to achieve office within his community
might purchase since as well as constables, itditsmssed the roles and duties of church wardens,
overseers of the poor and surveyors of the highways

330 David Eastwood, “Local Government and Local Sqeiet A Companion to Eighteenth-Century
Britain, ed. H.T. Dickenson (Oxford, 2002), p.47

%1 Joan R. Kent, ‘The English Village Constable 138@2’ inJournal of British Studie€0.2, p29

%32 David EastwoodGoverning Rural Englan@Oxford, 1994), p.39

33 Sidney and Beatrice WebBnglish Local Governmerftondon, 1906), pp.24-5

%34 ERO, D/DBy Q3 Rate for the repair of the parishrch, 1792. It should be noted that Jonathan
Bowtell provides an example of the overlap of pared within the different areas of town governance.
He is mentioned above p.77 as serving as Survdyatirmdows, a central government appointment. He
was a tanner.

%% ERO, D/P 192/5/3 Churchwardens’ Accounts

33 paul SlackThe English poor law, 1531-17§Zambridge, 1995 edition), p.20
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the parish maintained ori&. In Saffron Walden the overseers were involved in
arranging the settlement examinations of claiméortselief who were believed
not to be the responsibility of the parish, suclsasannah Crisp who was
removed to Thaxted in 177 They were also involved in tracking down the
putative fathers of bastard children whom it wamitiht might become a charge
on the parish. The overseers were also resporfsibtkeciding who was entitled
to be paid relief and for the organisation of gamsrk programmes such as
spinning®*® This provided an opportunity for the exercisgafronage and gave
those men, many of whom were artisans—62 out ofrlefies can be definitely
identified as artisans (35%)—considerable powe¢héxcommunity. The
overseers had the power to decide who was deemmelaanember of ‘the
deserving poor’ and who was not. Who was to recparish relief and who was
to be condemned to the workhouse. Thus menwdrefrom the artisan sector
had power to decide the futures of other men frioensame sector. Again we
have a clear indication of fractionalism within #ugisan segment of Saffron
Walden society in the eighteenth century.

This power was exercised at the time of the Breiatsin 1795. Two hundred
and twenty families received an additional allowafar spinning in the week of
the 29" June at a cost of £5.420d.3° Earlier, in 1735, it was ordered at the
Quarter Sessions that a stock of hemp and flaaiden for the employment of
the poor** The Overseers were also responsible for thetpamskhous&” and
for sundry other duties such as the burial of peepthout meand®

Overseers might find themselves forced to deal wattiflict between the poor of
the parish and the rate payers on whom the paatsis were levied, especially
when the rate in the pound rocketed in times odi$taip. In Saffron Walden, for
example, between 1794 and 1800, a period covemmtptk of stability
represented by the Bread Riots, the rate in thagoose from 1/- to 5/-.

337 EastwoodGoverning ... p.39

38 ERO, D/B 2/PARS5/223 Removal of Susannah Crisp1177

$9ERO, D/B 2/PAR9/4 Hemp and sack or spinning bdd183-1819

%0E R.O. D/DBy 012 Correspondence concerning th&é@aiValden Bread Riots, 1795-6

%1E.R.O. D/B 2/QSS5/5 Order of the Quarter Sessionserning the establishment of houses of
correction at the workhouse and at the common gladblof the laying in of stocks of hemp.

%42|1n 1709 a draft bill proposing the establishmea aorkhouse was obtained (ERO, D/B 2/PAR3/11).
On 3 January 1734/5 the White Hart and land inrBaffValden was conveyed to the Churchwardens and
overseers. Due to the increase in the numberegbdor a workhouse was to be built (ERO, D/B
2/TDS1/5/2). From 1709 there are references tpleemming from the workhouse in burial records
ERO, D/P 192/4/7 and 8). These references incieasember after 1730.

$3ERO, D/P 192/1/4 Register of births, marriages landals 1674-1749, Saffron Walden, St. Mary the
Virgin
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Reference Date rate made Rate in the £ By whom rate

made

D/B 2/PAR11/2| 9" May 1794 1sin the £

D/B 2/PAR11/3| 13" February 1795 1s 6d in the £ Thomas Warren

D/B 2/PAR11/4| 10" July 1795 2sin the £ Thomas Webb

D/B 2/PAR11/5| 13" November 1795 3s 6d in the £ John Day

D/B 2/PAR11/6| 15" July 1796 2s 6d in the £ John Smith

D/B 2/PAR11/7| 26" January 1798 2s 3d in the £ Robert Swan

D/B 2/PAR11/8| 17" January 1800 5sinthe £ Daniel Kent

D/B 2/PAR11/9| 28" July 1800 5sinthe £ William Cockerill

Table 2: Poor Rates made between 1794 and 1800,(ER2 PAR11/ 2-9

Each rate had to be approved by two justices opaee and was also signed by
leading members of the parish. Sometimes the egeswere forced to make up
shortfalls in the rate from their own pockets bdgan to the parish if
disbursements exceeded the amount allowed forinate.

Unlike Churchwardens who had to be members of tha & of England, all
rate payers were eligible to serve as overseeissebters and Roman Catholics
were not excluded from serving as parish officeird ia Saffron Walden both
Baptists and Quakers took their turn as overse&bsaham Cornell, listed in the
1744 Collection from the Abbey Lane Baptist Chiférserved as parish
Overseer in 1743* In 1734 William Impey, a Quaker brazier, served a
Overseer’®

The office of parish constable did not hold the ésidf churchwarden or
overseer and, as mentioned earlier although tealyielected annually, parish
constables often held office for a number of yéaitsey proved effective. The
constable was, by common law, a ‘Conservator oPtb&ce’, whose staff of
office was the equivalent of the modern warranticaParish constables were
authorised to apprehend anyone who committed ayeds well as those
responsible for minor offences ahckaches of the peace and to hold them until
they could be brought before a magistréfe.

The parish constable’s role was thus one of cobubhlso of the imposition of
the values that those who held power in the comiyiaiw as crucial for the
harmonious governance of the town. This lattez mkant that the appointment
as parish constable might be a helping hand ometdoivest rung of theursus
honorumfor a man who held opinions and acted in a waytti@se who held the

%4 E R.O. D/NC 16/1/1 Church book, 1743-1775, Abbapé Congregational Church

%5E.R.O. D/B 2/PAR8/12 Bastardy bond of Thomas Brewsf Saffron Walden, surgeon, naming
Abraham Cornell, baker, as one of the overseetiseopoor in 1741

38 E R.O. T/A 327/1 Microfilm of the Borough of Saffr Walden General Account Book, 1587-1792
%7 The WebbsEnglish Law...
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reins of power in the town deemed appropriate xample of patronage in
action. Other parish constables were simple mem, wiewed as being of
upright character but unlikely to climb tiearsus honorumwithin the town. It
was this latter group who tended to hold the offmemany years.

The constables worked in conjunction with the destiof the Peace executing
their warrants and attending Petty and Quarteri@essvhere they made
presentments and presented their returns. UnlikecBwardens and Overseers
they were entitled to some customary fees and aléowed to claim certain
expenses. Technically they were the underlingb@High Constable of the
Hundred in which they lived.

As well as their role in the preservation of lavdamder, the parish constable
also had duties under the Poor Law. J. J. Toleasribes these as the
suppression of begging and the arrest of vagrauoisd without means of support
in the parish. These vagrants were then passed #ierchain of constables,
from ‘hand to hand’, from parish constable to gagsnstable, as the vagrant
passed across an area of jurisdiction, to retiemtto their parish of origitf?®

It can be seen that the parish offices availablaéa in eighteenth century
Saffron Walden formed a hierarchy, from the lowdyiph constable to the
heights of churchwarden. A man might climb as taghis wits and talents
allowed, but he might also be helped by patronadenalered by religious
affiliation. Some artisans remained forever withofiice, perhaps from choice,
the duties of maintaining a home and family beiagraich as many men could
manage. Others failed to climb because they watrsaen as deserving or able,
or because their religious beliefs meant that tteyd never attain the pinnacle
of a churchwardenship. Religious affiliation diotpresent a problem in the
lower offices of constable and overseer where, geshaptitude was more highly
valued. Those identified as worthy of patronageavassisted by people already
further along theursus honorum Thus the holding of parish office in itself
added to the fractional nature of the artisan sexftéValden society. Another
measure of the level of fragmentation would ber#t® of parochial office
holders to the available pool of talent togethehwhe rate of succession.
Unfortunately the surviving evidence will not beaich sophisticated analysis.

348 3. J. TobiasCrime and the Police in England, 1700-19@ublin, 1979), p.30
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\2 The Parish and Charity

The Poor Law ensured that the parish took somenesdpility for the provision

of aid to the poor, the aged and those unablegp@tithemselves. Surviving
accounts kept by Saffron Walden’s overseers optieer show the sums of
money that were expended to help the less fortwfatee parish. For example
in the week of the T8April, 1781, the accounts of William Mynott, theevseer,
show that he paid out sums of betwedrafid 3.6d. to 63 deserving poor, that is
people in need of assistance including widows, anghand people who were the
responsibility of the parish but living elsewhetde also paid monies out under
the heading of ‘Incidents’ to a further twenty-tweople. These payments
included payments to the sick: Lydia Archer, RichAarcher, the widow of
James Archer and the wife of Edward Francis. Tifie @f one Burling was paid
for nursing W. Thurgood. There was also a payrtfentrying people going to
the Pest Housetc. These ‘incidental’ payments seem to have beenaif ones
rather than regular week-to-week payméfits.

The parish also took some responsibility for fuigdine apprenticeship of poor
children. Between 1702 and 1784 apprenticeshigilddor fifteen children who
were apprenticed by the parish survive, includlmgdpprenticeship of at least
five girls3*° The Corporation of the town of Walden also tookirgerest in
ensuring that the young were suitably employediloeit approach was
somewhat more punitive than that of the town clearinvolved in the placing of
apprentices. Those young people who refused tantgoservice’, that is accept
the job that had been found for them under terms&aabus Poor Law Acts, were
presented to the Quarter Sessions by the Gran@s$hqdbadly the papers giving
punishments handed down no longer exist, but thisldvseem to be yet another
example of control of those deemed to be the ‘ueikasg poor’.

In Saffron Walden, as in many towns, the suppddrefl to the disadvantaged
by the parish was complemented by charities. Tiagiites had an
organisational structure of their own which offestbther facet to the
governance of the town. Two particular ways inckhcharities contributed to
the well-being of the town were funds to help poataldren secure
apprenticeships and the Almshouse which offerednaghto some of the elderly
of the town, but other charities also existed &dief of the poor through doles of
cloth and bread.

A number of charities offered funds to provide agppiceships for children
whose parents could not afford the premiums. Thkhaeties included:

*9E R.O. D/B 2/PAR3/1 Overseers’ Accounts, 1781-1797
$0E.R.O. D/B 2/PAR 7/25-41 Parish apprenticeshigittdres
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Bromfield’s Charity, Suffolk and Turner’'s Charitpé Edmund Turner’s
Charity>** Dr Matthew Bromfield left land to finance the fling of charity
apprenticeships. The charity was run by trustdss mominated boys whom
they deemed merited help in securing an appreihijges hese were boys whose
parents were seen as decent members of the conymperibaps poorer relatives,
but undoubtedly the ‘deserving poor’. This wasemcexample of patronage in
action in the town and, incidentally, demonstrakesimportance of kin beyond
the co-residential group. The trustees electadastis who were responsible for
overseeing the day-to-day work of the charity. $tesvards were men of status
in the town, the sort of men likely to become atden. Between 1700 and 1798
over 250 apprentices were placed by the charitih priovision for extra funds to
help with clothing and expenses where neces8anin examination of the
surnames of the children who were placed by thetgrehows that many of the
boys were the sons of men who took a role, albleitvdevel one, in the
governance of the town, for example as membenseoGrand Inquest to the
Quarter Sessions. Other boys came from more heuorigins, with parents
whose status did not entitle them to even the kstliole in the governance of
the town. This tendency to afford assistance ¢ostins of men seen as worthy of
help, the deserving poor, continued throughouetgbteenth century. The
ability to provide help to those seen as worthygdlto establish links of
obligation between the givers and receivers ofquatge. Patronage was, thus,
an important link between the poor of the town #rase in positions of power.

It implied obligations to be fulfilled by both sisiehelping to ensure a prevailing
vertical social integration except in times of is

The boys were apprenticed to a wide variety ofdsdobth in Walden and
elsewhere. The furthest that a boy was sent udienfield’s Charity was to
Tardebigg, just outside Redditch, Worcestershinel793 Daniel Gilbert
Mackenzie an illiterate boy and son of James Mazikga perukemaker, was
apprenticed to John Moore, a needle manufacttteFhe stewards in that year
were Thomas Pennystone and Thomas Headland. @bther so boys that
were apprenticed by Bromfield’s Charity in the ripf the eighteenth century,
99 were apprenticed in locations outside the paridvalden. Some were
placed in the surrounding villages, but 66% weee@tl more than ten miles
away from Walderi>*perhaps in the hope that they would gain settlertneme

%1 Braybrooke, Audley End.pp.243-8

%2E . R.O. D/B 2/CHR1/5 Bromfield’s apprenticeship émtures
$3ERO, D/B 2/CHR1/5/247 Apprenticeship of Daniel Manzie, 1793
$4E.R.O. D/B 2/CHR1/5 Bromfield’s apprenticeship émtures
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by completion of their apprenticeships and notrreta be a potential burden to
the parish of Walderr>

While charities such as those of Matthew Bromfeshdl Edmund Turner catered
for the placing of apprentices, Thomas Penningfl8@0 which was used to help
fund the charity school established by subscripinoi715 for the ‘instruction of
poor children to read and learn the Church catettit® The school continued
to attract further charitable donations enablirtg iprovide clothing for the
children admitted as scholars, both boys and g@sce again the Charity
School provided a means for the leading membetiseofown to exert patronage
enabling the children of favoured members of ‘thpsesons of honest lives and
conversation otherwise unable to give their chitdemrning®’ to secure a place
at the Charity School and thus a step on the roadrtls economic and social
advantage. Itis interesting to note that elevieth@first fifteen boys to be
granted a place at the charity school can be ileshias subsequently being
placed apprentice by a town charity. Jeremy Schmidt has remarked that the
charity schools movement offered goods and servarethe upbringing of
children and while some children came from familid®, at some point in their
history, were dependent on poor relief, others chora relatively well-paid
artisanal householdd? Whatever the precise social origins of the applidor a
place at the Saffron Walden charity school, itléacthat the support of an
influential patron would prove invaluable.

Other charities provided for annual gifts of bread clothing to the deserving
poor, for example that of Anthony PennystSflevho, under the terms of his
will of 1654, left money to provide bread and mofeypoor men and women of
Saffron Walden who had been housekeepers. Howeneemain charitable
institution in Walden to provide care for the elgavas the Almshouse. The
Almshouse had originally been founded under th@iaas of the Gild of Our
Lady of Pity in the early fifteenth century to cdoe thirteen poor men and
women. It was entrusted to the oversight of thgpG@tion of Walden under the
terms of the Charter of Edward VI of 1549. The Ahnuse was governed by the
Master or Keeper and his co-brother who were teleeted annually, although
the real work amongst the now fifteen residents dease by the Dame. The

%5 See below, Chapter 5.

%6 C.B. RowntreeSaffron Walden ..p.67

%7ERO, D/B 2/SCH2/2 Deed of the new trustees oftiaity school of 1749

%8 ERO, D/B 2/SCH2/1 List of subscribers for erectingharity school, 1715-1745

39 Jeremy Schmidt, ‘Charity and the Government ofRtber in the Charity Schools Movement, circa
1700-1730Journal of British Studies49.4 (2010), p.779

30ERO, D/B 2/CHR7/1,2 Pennystone’s Charity
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Dame was one of the residents who was appointeddk and care for her
361

fellows.
Any vacancies in the number of residents of thegklause, who were to be ‘of
the most needy and poor persons having impedimeekxtoeme age, maimed or
sick, impotent to labour’, were to be filled froomang nominations made by the
Masters to the Corporation who then voted on th&ims is yet another example
of the importance of patronage in the way in wtileltown was governed.
Those people deemed as worthy of help in theiagkl by the men holding the
reins of power in the community were helped towargdace at the Almshouse.
Failure to secure a place at the first attempindidmean permanent exclusion
from the benefit. The Walden Almshouse Book 17292°? shows many
examples of candidates gradually gaining voted tirgly eventually succeeded
in gaining a place. Couples were accepted if @rg/had been elected but on
the death of the electee the relict was expecteddate the room and wait to be
elected in his or her turn.

%1 Rowntree Saffron Walden .. pp.59-60
%2ERO, D/Q 67/2/1,2 Almshouse accounts 1749-1772
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Date Name Other Information|  Most senior civic céficeld
1700-1 John Wale Gentleman Deputy Recorder
1701 Lancaster Rickard Gentleman Alderman
1702 Edward Allcraft Mister Mayor
1703-5 Robert Filbridge Saddler Mayor
1705-6 Thomas Ingrey Mister Mayor
1707 John Gorsuch Mayor
1708-9 Thomas Ingrey Mayor
1709 William Holgate Esquire
1710 Robert Cosens Esquire,
nonconformist
1712-17 Thomas Penning Esquire
1717-18 Robert Cosens Esquire,
nonconformist
1718-19 Richard Archer Mister Mayor
1719-21 John Leverett Mister Mayor
1721-22 Joseph Collin Mister Mayor
1722-24 Richard Archer Mister Mayor
1724-25 George Browne Mister Mayor
1726-27 Charles Howard Honourable, of
Audley End
1736 Thomas Bowyer Gentleman Overseer of the Poor
1742 Henry, Earl of Suffolkf Owner of Audley
End
1749-50 Edmund Taylor Mister Overseer of the Poor
1751-52 Abraham Knott Mister Churchwarden
1753-54 James Raymond Mayor
1755-1769 John Winstanley
1770-1782 John Collin Gentleman
1783-86 Ebenezer Maurice
1787-1800 Martin Catlin Mayor

Table 3: Masters of the Almshouse and the mosbseivic role held by the Master, if any.
(ERO, DD/B 2/CHR11/10 and other documents)

Masters of the AImshouse exercised considerableepa@ince it was only by
their nomination that a person could be considéyed place at the Almshouse.
An examination of the names of the masters (seéeTahbove) places them
among those people who served the Corporationrisipe the more senior
offices. Their power was reinforced by the rightre Corporation to vote on
the suitability of the various nominees. It issirg@sting to note the number of
names of people, or their widows, being admittethéooAlmshouse who had
previously figured among those serving as officeithe governance of the town
or as members of the Grand Inquests to the Quaessions. For example of the
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men admitted to the Almshouse between 1749 and*i74B out of 74 (64%)

had served as members of the Grand Inquests tQtrater Sessions. It would
seem that care was provided to those deemed &g Wenthy of it by services
previously rendered to the community. This isr@eresting example of the
importance of being deemed ‘worthy’ by the commyumtwhich a person lived.
In this context being worthy may be considereddadh® same as being a person
of good reputation or credit’ No matter what a person’s social standing in the
town, ‘honour’ was important at all levels of sagigfor the poor as much as the
wealthy.

V. Parish constables and the artisans who filledstinole

The preceeding exposition of the structures of guwent has provided a context
for the following discussion of the part which atisan might play in the
governance of the eighteenth century town of Safialden. The various types
of governance have been discussed and it now rert@mescertain how the
officers who administered it were selected, whe#ltégsans might aspire to such
roles and whether there was any kindafsus honorurii® in the order in which

a man might fulfil certain offices.

The least eminent of all the officers mentionedvabeas that of the parish
constable. A.F.J. Brown suggests that they wemallysof humbler social
standing®® than other officers involved in governance oftiven. The records
showing references to constables are less contpketethose for overseers,
Masters of the Almshouse or members of the Cormoratit is possible that
there are fewer references to parish constablemuseanany of their duties did
not involve much writing and, as a consequence&rreé must be placed on
references to be found in other documents.

The records show varying numbers of people fulfilthe duty of constable at
any one time, ranging from one to four, but dutinges of unrest additional
constables could be sworn in as required. Dutegperiod of the Saffron
Walden bread riots in 1795 it is recorded that@ahitaonal 32 constables were
sworn®®’ The earliest reference found to the post of @iistfrom the
eighteenth century giving the names of the menihglthe office dates from
1718 when Henry Baron, Benjamin Barrett, Erasmasli§tand Matthew Cole

%3 ERO, D/Q 67/2/1-2 Minutes of the Saffron Waldemahouse 1749-1776 and 1772-1850
%4 | aura GowingPomestic DangergOxford, 1996), pp.128-133

%5 Thanks to Dr Victor Morgan for his suggestion loé uise of this term.

356 A F.J. BrownProsperity and Poverty, Rural Essex, 1700-182Belmsford, 1996), p.146
%7ERO, D/DBy 012 Correspondence concerning Saffraidéh Bread Riots, 1795
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were listed®® It seems likely that Benjamin Barrett was a bsaokh%° A

Henry Barron was one of the Grand Inquest presgmdirthe Quarter Sessions in
1715, 1721, 1722, 1724 and 172%nd may have been a woolcomber since a
Henry Barron is given as master to Henry Reedenwigewas apprenticed under
Bromfield’s Charity in 17227 but there are also references to a Henry Baron
who practised the trade of bookbind&r.An Erasmus Starling, who was
illiterate, was part of the Grand Inquest in 174l 4742, but no reference to
Matthew Cole has been found.

In 1719 three constables are listed: William RanWiliam Rowning and
Robert Seabrook. It seems that Robert Seabroolawamsolcomber, since a man
of that name became a freeman of the town by retlemat a cost of 21s. in
1719/20, but no other information is available abdum 2" Meanwhile William
Rowning appears to have been a member of the B&tigch since four of his
children were buried in the Meeting Yard betweeB0l@nd 173%* but his

trade is not known.

William Rankin, on the other hand, is well docunseht In 1715/6 he became a
freeman of the town, paying 10s which suggestshtbatas a native of the town
or had completed his apprenticeship tHér&he baptismal records of three of
his children show that he was a grocer and thesmgirmed in at least two deeds
in which he is a named part{ By 1749 he was living in Market End, one of
the major streets of the towf,having taken a lease on a shop in the Market
Place in 1729. In 1751 he was listed as the gigward of Bromfield's Charity
with his son Thomas to whom Edward Cambrick waseced, but by then
his trade was given as tallow chandler and sodpm?

These are not the only references to William Rartkawever. Unlike the other
constables mentioned above, William Rankin seenmate used the position as
a stepping stone to advancement within the towecoRls show that he served

8 ERO, T/A 327/1 Microfilm of the Borough of SaffitaWalden General Account Book, 1587-1792
369 A Benjamin Barritt is listed as father of Ann imetbaptismal records of 1709 (E.R.O. D/P 192/1/4/2-
3) and as the widower of Sarah in 1710 (E.R.O. I®¥®/1/4/7-8). He was made a freeman of the town in
1709/10, paying a fee of 10s.

$"0ERO, D/B 2/QSS1 Grand Jury lists

$"IERO, D/B 2/CHR1/5 /94 Apprenticeship of Henry Reade

$2ERO, D/B2/QSS1 Grand Jury lists

373 3affron Walden Museum 41507 Freemen

$"4ERO, D/P 192/1/4 Register of births, marriages lamials 1674-1749, Saffron Walden, St. Mary the
Virgin

375 3affron Walden Museum 41507

37 ERO, D/DU 87/25 Conveyance and assignment of rageg

D/B 2/TDS3/4/7 Assignment of lease

$"ERO, D/P 192/3/6 Account of small tithes

38 ERO, D/B 2/CHR1/5 Bromfield’s apprentices
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as an overseer of the poor three times in hisilifé738, 1738/9 and 1760°
Further preferment to the post of churchwardennaapen to him since he was
a member of the Abbey Lane Church. His name appedhe list of Confession
of Faith of 1762°

The next set of constables for whom records sunwmeree Thomas Clayden,
Richard Burrows, Henry Archer and Arnold Nash 817 Little evidence
remains about Thomas Clayden or Arnold Nash. TlsoGlayden seems to have
been a basket maker. Bromfield’'s Charity recohasistwo sons of a Thomas
Claydon being apprenticed through the charity it6lZnd 1752%" The date of
the baptism of Arnold Nash, thel@December, 1728 and his death in 1781 of
small pox are knowrt? Since he was buried inside the church and apgéare
the Poll Books for 1768 and 1774, he must have ba@an of some status.
Nash was about fifty-five years old when he seragdonstable, Claydon, with
two children apprenticed in 1746 and 1751, was g@obbeven older. These two
men were unlikely to have progressed any highénerechelons of town
governance at such advanced ages.

The two men who served as constables at the sameas Nash and Clayden are
much better documented and progressed much furttlee cursus honorum
Richard Burrows was a cabinet maker by tr&deThere is no evidence of him
serving as either overseer or churchwarden, bii78b5 he became a freeman of
the town and was made an alderman in the same%jebie went on to serve
two terms as mayor, in 1787 and 1786 How it was that Burrows avoided
service as overseer or churchwarden is not certdembership of a
nonconformist church would have prevented him femrving as a
churchwarden, but this does not seem to have Iheecasse since he was not
listed in the Abbey Lane Baptists Church B&dkor in the membership list for
the Saffron Walden Quaker Meeting for 1786but he was in receipt of a

$9ERO, D/B 2/PAR4/157, Settlement certificate of Ndlih Barrett and his wife Love showing William
Rankin as an overseer of the poor, 1738;

D/B 2/PARB8/9, Bastardy order against Edward Chus@nnotated by William Rankin of monies
received by him as overseer, 1738/9;

T/A 327/1 Microfilm of the Borough of Saffron Wald General Account Book, 1587-1792

30 ERO, D/NC 16/1/1 Church book, 1743-1775, Abbeyd &ongregational Church

$1ERO, D/B 2/CHR1/5 Bromfield’s apprentices

%2 ERO, D/P 192/1/4 Register of births, marriages lamials 1674-1749, Saffron Walden, St. Mary the
Virgin

ERO, D/P 192/1/5.4 Burial record, Register of births rrizes and burials 1674-1749, Saffron Walden,
St. Mary the Virgin

%4 ERO, D/B 2/BRE2/3 Register of freemen and alderm@#2-1817

%5 ERO, D/B 2/BRE1/29 Copy charters

% Richard, Lord Braybrooké;he History of Audley En@.ondon, 1836) p.317

37 ERO, D/NC 16/1/1 Church book, 1743-1775, Abbeyd &ongregational Church

38 saffron Walden Friends’ Meeting Archive H2
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sacrament certificate in 1786 1793 and 13}B§G\|on-conformity would not,
however, have excluded him from serving as an eeersf the poor.

Henry Archer, the last of the group of four constaljor 1781, followed a
similar route to power as Richard Burrows. He wamsaltster at a time when
malting was becoming of increasing importance téodbonomy of Saffron
Walden and his success in business may have cateilbo his rise through the
ranks of the town He became a freeman of the tawehalderman in 178%5°

He also went on to serve two terms as mayor, irb Brtl 1794-5" and received
sacrament certificates in 1785,1793 and 1%?84e was mayor at the time of the
Saffron Walden Bread Riots. Once again it is uacés to why he did not serve
as either overseer or churchwarden. In both aasepossible that these
successful men pleaded pressure of work to aveulggin offices which would
have required considerable inputs of time, espgdrakthe case of the role of
overseer of the poor given the requirements ofalee They were, however,
happy enough to serve as alderman and mayor ¢dwre posts which held
considerable prestige but which, perhaps, requresver level of day-to-day
involvement.

In 1782 three men are listed as serving as paasktable: Thomas Clayden, as
in 1781, George Archer and Martin Catlin. A GeoArcher was born in 1746
to Thomas and Anne Archer. It seems likely thabéeame a fellmonger, glover
and breeches maker since Bromfield's Charity restind apprenticeship of a
Thomas Howard in 1780 to a George Archer of Saffkaiden following that
trade®¥®In 1786 George Archer served as churchward&and again in 1791,
1793 and 1794% No other references have been found to Georgehekis
subsequent career.

The third of the three men to serve as parish etesin 1782 was Martin Catlin.
He was born in 1752 and served as overseer in £7&is trade is given as
currier in the Book of Freemen in 1880 the year in which he became an
aldermart®® Records show that he later served as mayor dfd®afValden.
Unlike the other men mentioned above who held tgkdr offices of the town,

39 ERO. D/B 2/QSS7/14/267, 283, 288 Richard Burrasesirament certificates

30 ERO, D/B 2/BRE1/29 Copy charters

%91 Braybrooke, Audley End ... p.317

$92ERO, D/B 2/ QSS7/14/262, 286, 287 Henry Archerament certificates

393 ERO, D/B 2/CHR1/5 Bromfield’s apprentices

%94 ERO, D/B 2/PAR4/196 Settlement certificate of \idith Atkinson and family, 1786
%95 gaffron Walden Friends’ Meeting Archive E7, Digtta

$®ERO, D/B 2/PAR3/1 Overseers’ accounts, 1781-1797

%97 ERO, D/B 2/BRE2/3 Register of freemen and alderm&A2-1817

398 ERO, D/B 2/BRE1/29 Copy charters
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Martin Catlin also served as part-brother of thegthouse in 1783 and was the
master from 1787 to 180G’

The last set of information about parish constabteses from the records of
distraints which were levied against members ofQmaker community of
Saffron Walden for failure to pay Church Rat¥s.

Date Name Trade Other Positions Other

Held Information
1793 | William Wiseman | Shopkeeper 1798 OverSeéer
1794 John Barham Joiner and Died 1799

cabinet maker

1794 John Simon

1795 Jesse Green Glover
1796 John Barton Watchmaker
1796 Thomas Spicer Shopkeeper and 1791 Licensee of
inn keeper the King’'s Arms
1797 John Barton Watchmaker
1797 John Barham Joiner and Died 1799
cabinet maker
1798 Xenophon Hearn Joiner
1799 John Seamer Gloves and John Seamer was
breeches apprenticed by
makef% Bromfield’s
Charity in 1777
1800 John Seamer Gloves and John Seamer was
breeches maker apprenticed by
Bromfield’s

Charity in 1777

1800 Charles Pettit

1800 Stephen Moul Maltster Based in Castlg
Street

Table 4: Parish Constables named in Quaker Listirigjstraints levied for non-
payment of Church Rate. (ERO, D/B 2/PAR11)

As can be seen, at this point in the eighteenttucgimformation about the
trades of the men chosen as parish constablessie#sy to find. The parish
registers of baptisms had ceased to record ocaumsatf fathers on a regular
basis and, since it is difficult to be sure of grecise ages of the men concerned
at a time when sons frequently had the same fanstenas their fathers and,
indeed, brothers who predeceased them, it is afipossible to identify relevant
information with any degree of certainty. It issgible that some of the parish

39 ERO, D/B 2/CHR11/10 Almshouse accounts, 1689-1725
400 5affron Walden Friends’ Meeting Archive E7, Digtta

41 ERO, D/B 2/PAR3/1 Overseers’ Accounts, 1781-1797
402 ERO, D/B 2/CHR Turner’s apprentices

103



Hilary Walker
Differentiating the artisan

constables may have gone on to serve as oversednsrehwardens in the
nineteenth century and further searches of latards may provide evidence to
this effect.

What do these individual biographies reveal? RBgitrg the careers of the men
who served as constables in the eighteenth cefdguwyhom information is
available, it seems that they can be divided ihted groups: those who did not
progress beyond the office of constable, those widat on to serve the parish in
the capacity of overseers and/or churchwardenshasd® who went on to hold
office in town government as aldermen or mayor&hdugh all the men
discussed above started by holding the humble oaoknstable, the groups
appear to be clearly defined when they move ongbdn office. The route
seems to be either in the holding of parish officen membership of the
Corporation. Itis a finding of this particularege of research that in Saffron
Walden the two routes rarely seemed to overlap.

Those men who served only as parish constables teekave come to the office
relatively late in life, Clayden and Nash, for exde) who were constables in
1781 were both well over fifty. Those for whomighrconstable was merely the
first step on the ladder or parish or civic prefenintended to serve at an earlier
age. George Archer, for example, was thirty sif782 and Martin Catlin was
just thirty.

It will now be necessary to consider the careeithate men for whom records
start with their appointment as overseers of ther pm see if any of them went
on to hold offices in the Corporation or in chastisuch as Bromfield's and the
Almshouse, or whether their route to prefermentaieed parish based as with
the constables such as George Archer. This mawiparconsideration of
whether the role a man held in the governanceefdtvn was a further
indication of fractionalism within the artisan segmh of eighteenth century
society in Saffron Walden.

Vi. Overseers of the Poor and Churchwardens and éngsans who filled
these roles

A study of the careers of men who served as ovessaed whose progress can
be traced shows that fifteen out of 134 of themtveento serve as
churchwarden. This may appear to be quite a gmeatlentage, 11%, but it
should be noted that, whilst listings of churchvearslare quite good up until
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1750%% from that date they are very erratic and so omige of the records refer
to dates after 1750. From a study of these fifte@urrences it becomes clear
that the post of overseer did not necessarily pledeat of churchwarden. Both
Robert Swann and Mathew Wines, for example, seaseaverseers in 1727

and had been churchwardens in 1722. Indeed, smaemrences of the post of
churchwarden preceding that of overseer can bedfduut three of these apply to
one man and in another case it is not clear wheffeareference is to the father
or the son of the same name. Accurate identitioatf individuals is frequently
impossible due to a tendency to use one forenanmg tiraes within a family.

Five of the overseers in this early period whoia#td the office of churchwarden
appear not to have progressed any further in the kierarchy, but the other
men who held the office of both overseer and chuarblen tended to move on
to hold other offices, either within the Corporatior the major charities. See
Table 5.

403E R.O. T/B 559/1,2 Transcription of Churchwardersounts by R.H. Browne, 1622-1756

404 E R.O. D/B 2/PARS8/6 Bastardy bond indemnifying ffagish of Saffron Walden against the costs
arising from the unborn child of Elizabeth Claytshpwing the names of Robert Swann and Matthew
Wines as overseers of the poor, 1722
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Date Forename Surname Trade Church| Alderman Mayor Steward ofBromfield’s | Master Of Freeman
Warden Charity Almshouse
1703 Charles Winstanley 1710; 1711
1705 Richard Archer Bottlemakerl711 1702; 1712 | 1721; 1731 1718-9;
1722-4
1706 Robert Ryley c.l721
1707 Robert Lagden 1723;
1724-5
1713 William Starr 1712-4
1720/1 Thomas Arch&f 1728 1729 1732 1709/167
1727 Robert Swann Draper 1722 1725-1737 1727 6/T71
1727 Mathew Wines 1705/6
1729 Edward Leverett Grocer 1729; 1781 1730 1734, 1723/4
1742; 1752
1735-7 Philip Martin 1731 1750 1750
1741 Abraham Cornell Baker 1733 171972
1742 John Leverett 1750/1 1752
1747 George Cockett 1750-3 1750; 1752; 1754
1752 John Fuller Yeoman 1752-3
1753 Abraham Knott Painter 1741-2 1751-2

‘%> Two men by the name of Thomas Archer were extatfisitime. One was a cooper and the other aeglolt is not possible to be certain which ons thi

% This reference refers to the Thomas Archer whoavesoper

407 Saffron Walden Museum, 41507. Robert Swann'sdiveewas purchased by redemption at a cost of 20Bis suggests that his origins were probably detsif Walden but there is
no reference to him in the Acknowledgements ofl&sktnt (E.R.O. D/B 2/PAR). This is not unexpedgtte he was in a position to pay 200s for hisdome. Measuring Worth.com
calculates this to be the equivalent of £1241.5%006, a very significant sumL.awrence H. Officer, "Purchasing Power of BritishuRds from 1264 to 2006." MeasuringWorth.com,

2007.

“98 gaffron Walden Museum, 41507. This freedom was plirchased by redemption at a cost of 64/6ckdnévalent of £466.67.
99 saffron Walden Museum, 41507. By redemption, 120se 2006 equivalent is £639.04.
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99 names are listed of men who only held the pbshorchwarden, but many of
these men held the post on more than one occaSioere are in fact only 50
men named. Of these, sixteen went on to servielas@an and twelve as
mayor, often holding the office more than once m8wf the churchwardens also
went on to serve the community in a senior offiterte of the major charities,
either as Steward of Bromfield’s Charity or Mastéthe Almshouse. Seven
served as Steward of Bromfield’'s, some such as Yd¢dle, Edmund Harris and
Philip Martin, all of whom would have describeditieelves as ‘gentlemen’,
occupying the post for many years. Thomas Ingray avrare exception in that
he served both as Steward of Bromfield’s Charity as Master of the
Almshouse. Five other men are listed as MastetiseoAImshouse, four of them
serving for a term of more than one year. The nigjof these men described
themselves as gentlemen when they held the pestd labove, although some
began their working life as artisans. Edmund Hafar example, was a weaver
and Richard Archer a bottlemaker.

Although some men served the town of Walden indewiariety of capacities,
the majority were more limited in their scope. Maverseers progressed no
further up the civic tree. Perhaps they had redqthe limit of their capacity to
offer effective service to the community and thsswecognised at parish
meetings or perhaps their social status was de@matficient for a more
elevated role. Henry Taylor, for example, onehaf overseers in 1754 was
illiterate*° As an overseer that was not an insuperable hapdéince someone
could scribe for him where necessary; but a chuactien needed to be able to
make returns to the diocesan authorities as wédeaping accounts. Other
competent overseers were barred from service aslolardens because they
were members of one of the town’s nonconformistrches. It seems to have
been quite permissible for the parish meeting fmay a nonconformist as
overseer of the poor since they, too, would have {hee poor rate; but certainly
Quakers refused to pay the church rates and o&tdrdistraints levied against
them?*

Nonconformists might be barred from serving as chwardens, but the
evidence suggests that town of Walden had a pragaggproach to life and
consequently talented nonconformists often fourdnitelves serving the
community in other ways. The grocer William Rankiho served as parish
constable and overseer, and who seemed to haeeviti€areer cut short

“°ERO, D/B 2/PARS8/17 Bastardy bond indemnifying ffeeish of Saffron Walden against any costs
ensuing from the bastard child of Elizabeth Butcteswing Henry Taylor as one of the overseersef th
poor, 1754

“I1ERO, D/B 2/PAR11/290 Distraint against Williampey in 1769 for non-payment of church rates. A
William Impey served as overseer in 1734.
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because of his nonconformist leanings, in fact veento serve as Steward of
Bromfield’s Charity on four occasions, from 1745147, in 1751, from 1757
and again in 1761? Similarly Richard Burrows, a skilled and wel-do
cabinet maker with premises in King Street, by-pddbe posts of overseer and
churchwarden to serve as alderman and mayor. edenschildren born between
1788 and 1798 were listed in the register of baptiat the parish churéf? but
those born after 1790 were listed as having bewatpty baptized. Private
baptism was frequently a sign of status but coldd be a way of avoiding the
ritual of the established church. Richard Burreves mayor in 1787 and again
in 1796.

It is impossible to be certain of exactly how itsadetermined which path
through civic government a Saffron Walden man migke, but it would appear
that there was a distinction between the pathaitakéany men, of course, in a
parish the size of Walden might never be seledethight avoid selection,
altogether. Others took different paths for aetgrof reasons. Literacy, or
rather the lack of it, ruled some men out of thgthbr offices, but there were
ways round a poor level of literacy. In the Cogi@mm for example, it was the
posts of Town Clerk and Coroner, and that of Remoathd Deputy Recorder
which required a high level of literacy. The mdinig the post of Town Clerk
were required to be Attorneys at Law and the Remroadd his deputy were men
of considerable status within the community, foample Lord Maynard, local
member of the aristocracy and a trained lawydledfthe post of Recorder for a
number of years. These were roles that no manbegan his working life as an
artisan could ever hope to fill; they were resatitto men of a higher social
status, those who were recognised by the commasiggentlemen.

The Corporation itself was a self-electing oligarcivien were elected aldermen
to fill gaps that had occurred through death oigresgtion. There were examples
of men who turned down the honour and they werg filméd. For example in
1709 John Leverett, Edward Ball (butcti&tand Joseph Collin (tanner) were
each fined £3 for refusing to become aldermen vdiected. For an artisan, be
he employed in trade or commerce it is possibletti@duties of an alderman
were viewed as too onerous and time consuming.s Shme artisans may have
been to some extent disadvantaged by their ocauzain terms of office
holding. It is interesting to note however thatlatee of the men mentioned
above accepted the office of alderman a few yedes.| Perhaps their businesses
were better established by then and could berigfie hands of journeymen and

“2ERO, D/B 2/CHR1/2 Bromfield’s Charity Accounts
“BBERO, D/P 192/1/5-6 Registers of St. Mary the \firgsaffron Walden, 1740-1814

414 ERO, A8704 Deeds of 9/11 Market Row and 2 Butéhew, Saffron Walden
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apprentices? Edward Ball went on to serve fiveageas mayor, whilst John
Leverett was mayor in 1722 and Joseph Collin adsees! his turn in 1718?

Vil. Conclusion

How did civic office relate to the trades and oatigns of Saffron Walden? It
is possible to ascertain the trades or professibseme of the inhabitants of
eighteenth century Saffron Walden by combining infation from a wide range
of sources, but, inevitably, the trades of some midralways remain unknown.

Those who aspired to serve in the highest offittesse of Mayor or Alderman,
appear to have been men of considerable standiing town. As mentioned
above a number of men were fined for refusing toeselndeed ten men were
fined £5 each in 1700 for refusing to accept tHeefof mayor when elected. It
seems likely that they were successful businessmdmmaster craftsmen. They
were prepared to pay a substantial fine, the etgrivaf some £625 toddy® to
avoid the inconvenience of taking the office. ¥de ten men however, seven
later did serve in the office of mayor. The ottieee may have served in the
years preceding 1700.

A man who served as mayor was also a justice gbdlaee for the town and this
qualified him to use the title of ‘gentleman’. Tha man who started life as an
apprentice might end up as mayor and a gentlentiiough no evidence has
been found of charity apprentices reaching suckl@rated position. Of the
mayors whose occupations have been identifieds ipedirs of the eighteenth
century the position was filled by an artisan. fBhwere, in fact, nineteen
different men of artisan origins (32% of the totaho held the post of mayor.
They included websters, bakers, tanners and bustasewell as a shoemaKefa
bottlemaker and a cabinet maker. It should bedhbtevever that the vast
majority of these men are listed in the varioud pobks available. That is, they
were sufficiently affluent to be accorded the viotelections for a knight of the
shire. These men were master craftsmen at theqfeghkir professional lives.

The men who served as churchwardens also tendssirteen of substance in the
town. Most churchwardens tended to be literateeclwvBuggested attendance at
the charity school at least but more probably atttwn’s grammar school.

15 Braybrooke Audley End.. p.316

“18| awrence H. Officer, "Purchasing Power of BritishuRds from 1264 to 2006."
MeasuringWorth.com, 2007. 21.11.2007

“171t should be noted that the shoemaker, RoberirCaths a shoemaker on a considerable scale as his
account book shows. (ERO, D/B 2/PAR9/2) It sebkady that he put work out to other shoemakers
who were operating on a smaller scale than was he.
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Regrettably no records survive of the boys whondieel the grammar school in
the eighteenth century.

There is no complete list of the men who servechaschwardens in the
eighteenth century. For the earlier part of thetwey the names can be found
from the churchwardens accoufifdut these do not survive for the later years of
the period and so the list has had to be compilau feferences found in other
sources and is, therefore, somewhat less reliabégewno cross-checking is
possible. Many men served more than one term@asglovarden. It was not
uncommon to serve two consecutive years, thedgshe junior warden serving
under a more experienced colleague.

The occupations of 59 eighteenth century churcheradhave been identified
with a reasonable degree of certainty. Of thesmé&8 27, or 46%, followed
artisanal trades. Unlike the men who served asomd#yere were no
professional men serving as churchwardens, bug tivere ten farmers or
yeomen. No mayors were identified in this categdrythe earlier part of the
century men identified as gentlemen did serve asctiwardens but this group
did not appear after 1750.

It can be seen then that a greater proportiontsaaus served as churchwardens
than as mayor. It now remains to be ‘seen’ whetiiemnumber of artisans
serving in the less elevated role of overseer efpbor is even higher. This has
implications in terms of contemporary perceptioasduse artisans were more
associated with the lesser than the most seniar cffice.

Although overseers were respected men in their camityn the role of overseer
required more personal attention and less educttamdid the role of
churchwarden. To be an overseer was a much modskan job, requiring
interaction with both those seeking help and wh#hjustices of the peace who
regulated such matters as settlement and thedegailction of funds to help
support bastard children who might otherwise béndsa parish funds which it
was preferred should be targeted at the ‘desepaag’. Although literacy was
useful in this role, it was not always essentiatsihelp with keeping accounts
could be obtained.

It is harder to identify overseers reliably tharsithurchwardens or mayors.
There is no list of them and the names have toxbaaed from other sources
such as settlement paper, bastardy cases and é&cbwarious kinds. The
trades of a total of 105 individuals who servedwasrseer of the poor have been
identified. Of these 105 men, 50 or 47.5% folloveetisanal trades. The next

4“8 ERO, T/B 559/2 Churchwardens’ accounts, 1684-1756
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largest group worked on the land, their descrigimeluding husbandman,
yeoman and farmer. Among the churchwardens ittheshopkeepers and
traders of various kinds that formed the secongelstrgroup, but among
overseers they constituted the third group. Thabar of men who could be
identified as gentlemen was also lower in the aens group, only 3% as

compared to 8% among the more prestigious churctenst

Occupation Total Number Percentage
Artisan 50 47.5%
Farmer 23 22%

Trader 14 13%
Maltster 7 6.5%
Innkeeper 6 6%
Gentleman 3 3%

Other 2 2%

Table 6: Occupations of 105 men serving as Ovessddhe Poor whose
occupation has been identified. Data drawn fromaréety of sources.

This data suggests that the role of the artisaha@rgovernance of the town of
Saffron Walden increased as the perceived so@atlstg of the office decreased
even in the course of the eighteenth century. shhallest percentage of artisans
achieved the highest office, that of mayor, andbthese men considered
themselves and were viewed as gentlemen by thefrdst town. They were
artisans at the peak of their trades. In Londomight be suggested, these men
might have taken leading roles in the city liveoygpanies. Men who served as
churchwarden might go on to greater things or mingive reached the level of
office that their talents or social standing metité-or some men the post of
overseer of the poor was a stepping stone to gretitee within the town, for
many more it was the peak of their achievement.

It is interesting to note that the trade that drsan followed did not appear to be
of particular importance in determining the levebtiice he might achieve. In
all three of the offices discussed above, thereeweaamples of bakers, butchers,
shoemakers, tanners and weavers. It was, penaipse much the trade as the
level at which it was practised that determinedsiiéability of the man for a
particular level of office within the town, a suitty which is largely invisible to
us today. In addition, the personal qualities #aath individual man displayed
were no doubt taken into consideration. It seeketyl that a man who had been
educated at the charity school, or not at all yfanmal sense, and who had
been apprenticed by one of the town charities, dibel unlikely to achieve a
rank of distinction within the town. None of themidentified as artisans who
served as overseer of the poor can be linked tohthe boys who were placed

111



Hilary Walker
Differentiating the artisan

apprentice by Bromfield's charity. Indeed, thes®nly one possible charity
apprentice who might later have served in any kihdvic office, one John
Seamer or Seymour who was apprenticed in 1777 beawWiArcher as a tailor,
glover and breeches maker by Bromfield’s charitghn Seamer served as parish
constable in 1799. Is this another example oktbenent of meritocracy which
existed in this artisanal, face-to-face societygthBps it is more a case of life
chances being determined by early experiences.

Once again it is clear that the ‘life chances’ ofagtisan, as determined by his
starting point in life, played a significant role determining whether or not he
would be deemed suitable to play a role in thecdiverarchy of the town and at
what level. This is another clear example of fawlism within the artisan
sector in eighteenth century Saffron Walden.

It can be seen, then, that artisans did play ainalee civic governance of the
town of Saffron Walden but that role was, at l@agiart, determined by the
initial social origins of the man concerned. Ctyaaipprentices had little chance
of achieving civic office, although a few might ae the rank of parish
constable as in the case of John Seamer, mentaly®@ae. The level of civic
office that an artisan achieved was determinedan fpy his birth, those who
were apprenticed privately within Walden had a mioetter chance of achieving
office, and in part by his own ability. Those meho achieved the highest office
of mayor, for example, tended to be men of conalulerwealth as their wills
show, whether proved in the Prerogative Court aft€dury or more locally
within Essex. They were also recognised by thearp as having the ability to
handle the requirements of their office, negot@iwmth the local aristocracy as
required**® Those men who progressed only as far as churdemar overseer
of the poor either did not want higher office orrevéelt by their peers and
patrons to lack the ability to carry them out.

In terms of civic governance, the town of Saffroaléén sought to both control
and care for its townsfolk, as described aboveisamns played an important role
in this at levels that were suited to their peredigtatus and ability. Within their
role in government there is evidence of markedtiwaalism within the artisan
sector of Walden society. Artisans might reachpibak of civic governance, or
they might sink into that category of society inigfhthe role of civic
governance in care and control was the most markedse who sank into
abject poverty, where their only future lay in therkhouse, lacked the
patronage which secured for others a place inithe lnerarchy of the town and
a more comfortable old age, possibly as a resiolethie town’s almshouse.

419 As Henry Archer did in his capacity of mayor dirithe 1795 Bread Riots.
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A strong element of fractionalism can be observedmconsidering the role of
artisans within the civic governance of the towrSaffron Walden in the
eighteenth century. The nature of this fracti@ralivas determined to a very
large part by the life chances of the artisan corex® Boys apprenticed
privately by their parents after an education atltital grammar school stood a
much better chance of climbing the slippery poléhtopeak of the civic
hierarchy, the role of mayor with its attendantdiion of J.P. and its appellation
of gentleman, than did a charity apprentice witHaramal education. However a
reasonable financial start in life was not on useufficient to secure a place in
the civic hierarchy: religious persuasion also aaignificant role to play. A
member of a nonconformist denomination was unableotd a civic office
above that of Overseer because he was unableve pr® membership of the
established church by gaining a sacrament certigfjceo matter how wealthy or
well educated he was. Of course, no member ohaardormist church could
attend university because this too required menigerd the Established
Church.

Apart from the life chances provided by family aetigion, fractionalism within
the role that artisans could hold in civic gover®am the eighteenth century was
also influenced by patronage. An artisan who ssttine patronage of either the
local major landowner, the owner of the Audley Esthte, or of a man already
well-established in the hierarchy of civic goveroanstood a much better chance
of gaining a step on the ladder towards power srcbmmunity.

Thus family, education, religion and patronagehalll a part to play in
determining not only whether an eighteenth cen8affron Walden artisan
would gain a role in the civic hierarchy, but ajgst how high he might hope to
climb. It might even be as high as taking his smayor with its attendant role
of Justice of the Peace and the appellation ofigeain.

Therefore, a survey of the institutional structanel the movement of individuals
within that structure confirms that governance afiite holding served to
impose distinctions among the artisans within ghteienth century market town
such as Saffron Walden. This constitutes furthvetemce of fractionalism

within the artisan sector.
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Chapter 5
Fractionalism as a consequence of mobility

The preceding chapter has begun to reveal thadradist nature of the artisan
social segment within the town of Saffron Waldemhe eighteenth century. This
chapter will examine the role that mobility hadte development of this
characteristic. It uses the rich sources of ewidaavailable to explore this
phenomenon.

The Mechanisms and Consequences of Mobility

In order to discuss the importance of ‘mobility’asause of fractionalism within
the artisan segment of the population of eighteeatitury Saffron Walden, it is
crucial to clarify what is meant by ‘social’ anatgetal’ mobility. Social

mobility may be defined as the ability or potent&individuals to move

between different social levels or segments. hmore properly termed
‘vertical mobility’. Social mobility may also occin the horizontal plane when
individuals move between different occupationsiofilar standing in the
community. Social mobility, be it vertical or hpointal, may also involve
geographical mobility?® Crompton, writing with reference to industriadan
post-industrial societies, sums up social mobdgythe mobility of individuals
between occupations and / or occupational oridna) between generations and
over the life cyclé?* Taking a more historical viewpoint, Victor Morgegfines
social mobility as the mobility of an individual thin an existing social

structure. He considers ‘societal mobility’, o thther hand, to refer to changes
in the structures of society, albeit ultimatelyliged through the movement of
large numbers of individuafé?

Much of the material to be explored in this chajgeroncerned with social
mobility — be it geographical, intergenerationabsra result of the stage within
the life course of a given artisan — but this saziability was set in a time when
a great shift in ‘societal mobility’ was about tocoir as a consequence of the
Industrial Revolution.

In the course of a lifetime a single artisan inf@ef Walden might experience a
range of types of mobility. Geographical mobiltyght be his lot when he was
first apprenticed or, later, when he sought betpgrortunities for himself and his

“2ttp://dictionary.oed.com/cgi/entry/50229731?sirdl&query _type=word&queryword=social&first=1
&max_to_show=10consulted 9/9/2008

42! Rosemary CromptoiGlass and Stratification: An Introduction to CurtebebategCambridge,

1993), p.60

422 My thanks to Dr Victor Morgan for his thoughts aadvice on this topic.
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family. In the course of his life he might exp@ge social mobility as a result of
the age at which he found himself, the differeagss of the life course being
critical in determining whether or not mobility toplace. Some fathers and
sons mighexperience intergenerational social mobility asiitesf the
opportunities, or the lack of them, which were prégsd to them.

These various types of mobility affected differerembers of the artisan
segment of Saffron Walden society in different wag®me remained within the
town, others moved far away. Some saw their f@sumprove as they moved
through their lives to a comfortable old age. Tdteer might be provided for by
their families or in the town almshouse throughpgh&onage of influential
friends. Others were less fortunate and ended lilies in the workhouse.

Some moved up through tlarsus honorunof the town allowing them to be
called and to call themselves ‘gentleman’. Atthweirial others were recorded in
the parish registers as paup&fs.

The use of the word ‘mobility’ therefore allows ig@lission of the many ways
that movement occurred within the artisan segmeterims not just of
geographical location, both within the town andsadg it, but also within the
society in which the artisans lived in terms ofittié courses. The overarching
social order—the societal structure—as discusseteanay have been
virtually static, but movement within it was podsilas the circumstances of the
artisans of Saffron Walden demonstrate. In a tewsh as Saffron Walden
where religious dissent had a major influence basglects of the life of the
population, this additional strand contributedhe influence that mobility had
on the fractional nature of the artisan segmesbofety. As we will see in a
later chaptef?* the religious persuasion of an artisan could mfoence
whether his life was a mobile or a static one.

I.  Geographic mobility — the case of the apprentices

In common with all eighteenth century small tow&affron Walden continued to
expect the sons of artisans, and indeed some @bt of men who might well
have considered themselves, and have been seentéentgen by men of their
acquaintance, to be put apprentice. Joan Lanesdtat by the eighteenth
century apprenticeship was common in all but tiglést levels of sociefi”
Malcolm Kitch argues that, although the apprentigesystem was already in

‘2 ERO, D/P192/1/5/4 Burial register for the pari$tSaffron Walden
42 See below Chapter 7
2% Joan Lane Apprenticeship in England, 1600-19(i4ondon, 1996), p. 9
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decline, it remained — until the middle of the ¢egnth century at least — the
common mode of entry into a wide range of occupat{t’

When an eighteenth century parent or guardian chaseeer for their children
or wards, Lane argues, certain factors influenbed selection almosegardless
of thesegment of society from which they came. Althoaghtemporary
commentators such as Collyer , Campbell and Défaegued that it was
important to select an occupation which would thet‘genius’ and temperament
of the individual child, other considerations appwahave been of greater
importance to the adults placing the young peopkmne contends that in most
cases the choice of an occupation was influencats Ipotential to offer long-
term security, both in terms of the availabilitywabrk and its earning
potential®?® It might also have been important to considerégard in which
the occupation was held by oth&Psand the practical constraints of cost and
available connections.

The apprenticing of a young person, at about tieeohdourteen, was a crucial
point in their life course since choice of occupatat this point was very
important in determining future life chances. Swu@s the perceived importance
of placing a child apprentice to an occupation Wwhiould provide him, or her,
with a secure livelihood in the future — and in gorases even the chance of
social advancement by apprenticeship to a higlggnaed trade — that it was
common to find bequests in wills to assist the iplg@pprentice of children or
young relatives.

This point is demonstrated by Saffron Walden willich made reference to
funds left to allow younger relatives to be plaeggrentice, a measure of what
was perceived to be the most fruitful use of scasgetal. For example in his
will of 1717 John Spackman, a brazier, left £6 éculsed to purchase wearing
apparel for his grandson John London during the tfnJohn’s
apprenticeship®® Somewhat later in the century in his will of 17%8nes
Hearne, a victualler, left £5 to his grandson EdinRettit to put him

426 Malcolm Kitch, Apprenticeship and Occupations in Southern Engla@d0-176QPapers in
Geography 24, University of Sussex, 1996), p.26
427 Joseph CollyefThe Parent’s and Guardian’s Directotizondon, 1761);

R. CampbellThe London Tradesmghondon, 1747);

Daniel DefoeThe Complete English Tradesm@mondon, 1738)
428 Joan LaneApprenticeship 1600-19733
2 Under the terms of the Statute of Artificers, &Et. 4 xxiii (1563), certain trades were allowed
take apprentices from landless families. Thesepaiions tended to be held in lower esteem thasetho
requiring property qualifications, however they Htigtill offer future financial security if not siat
advancement.
40 ERO, Will 38 CR 13, John Spackman
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apprentic&®! and in 1794 Charles Baron, a cordwainer, left ®1put his
grandson Nathaniel Jeffery apprentite It is interesting to note that monies left
in wills with the intent of placing relatives appt&e were not restricted to boys:
the James Hearne who left money to apprenticerhisdgon Edward also left
money to his granddaughter Mary Pettit, a sum 0f\ERich he placed in trust in
the hands of the local surgeon Thomas Browne g@ivan to Mary at the age of
21 unless part had been used to put her appréntidefew years later in 1754,
William French, a yeoman, left £10 in trust for M, thedaughter of Martha
Young, to be given to her at marriage or at thedd&l, or to put her apprentice
if she so wished®*

It is rarely possible to ascertain where the yopagon was indeed put
apprentice since wills mention relatives often withstating where they live.
However the Nathaniel Jeffery who was left £10ubum apprentice by the
will of his grandfather Charles Baron in 1794 sdd in the records of
Bromfield’s Charity, one of the Saffron Walden dhias to be discussed below,
as being apprenticed in 1797 to one Thomas Barfr@afbron Walden, a

cordwainer** and his uncle. Other apprentices might be settiduafield.

Both national and local sources provide evidencappirenticeship. Individual
London Livery Companies kept records of the boys wiere apprenticed to
members of their companié¥. Most of the apprentices covered were boys
placed in London but some company records alsadecboys placed with
members in the provinces. For example the Griggsly of Saffron Walden
included members of the Tylers and Brickmakers Camgp

“LERO, Will 198 CR 15, James Hearne

“2ERO, Will 187 CR 18, Charles Baron

“3ERO, Will 198 CR 15, James Hearne

434 ERO, Will 390 CR 16, William French. The case @file artisans, and the way that they were
perceived in eighteenth century Saffron Waldenl, gl discussed elsewhere. (See below, Chapter 7)
3 ERO, Will 198 CR 15, James Hearne

ERO, D/B 2/CHR1/5/264 Apprenticeship of Nathaneffdry

43¢ Cliff Webb, London Livery Company Apprentice Registers SéBesiety of Genealogists, London,
1996 to present)
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Date Apprentice’s Christian | Father Master’s| Christian | Location
Surname Name Surname| Name
1706 Griggs Enoch Enoch | Durville | Thomas
1710/1 | Griggs William | Enoch | Durville | Thomas
1714 Griggs Thomas| Enoch| Griggs | Enoch | Saffron
Walden
1721 Reafl John William | Griggs | Enoch | Saffron
Walden
1746 Holloway Thomas| Thomas Réad | John

Table 7: Relationships between people with Saffitalden connections listed
in the Tylers and Bricklayers Register of Appreesic

Source:_London Livery Company Registers: v.2: Tg/land Bricklayers’
Company 1612-1644 and 1668-1800, ed. Cliff Webl®61i® present)

Other names may be found in the City and Countyistk&g of Apprentices
(Apprenticeship Books) created by the Board of $somder the terms o8
Annec. 5 (1709)*" whereby masters were required to pay a duty on any
premium paid when an apprentice was takef*drKitch points out that these
registers do not necessarily provide accurate mdbion about apprentices listed
for the period 1710-60 since the duty was ofted pansiderably in arreafd’

More locally records were kept of children who wepgrenticed either at the
public expense, that is, by the parish, or by latalrities. In Saffron Walden
records exist for these categories of apprentiRaxish apprenticeships were
organised by the parish overseers of the poor ecarded by therfi*® Two of

the town’s charities in particular existed to hptor children to be apprenticed —
the overwhelming majority of whom were b8Ys- Bromfield’s and Suffolk and

3" The National Archive, IR 1/1-79, Board of Stamppprenticeship Books, 1710-1811

438 An apprentice placed at the public charge, thatparish apprentice, or by a charity was exenguh fr
duty and therefore did not appear in the Apprestige Books of the Board of Stamps.

439 Kitch, Apprenticeship and Occupatiop.5

“OERO, D/B 2/PAR 7 Parish apprenticeships. Sixteeords exist for the period between 1700 and
1784.

“1ERO, D/B 2/CHR1/5, D/B 2/CHR1/3, D/B 2/PAR7. ®étsix girls placed apprentice by the parish, 3
were placed in Walden, 1 in Cambridge and the fiftBethnal Green, the location of the sixth is not
known. They were apprenticed to a basket maksitk aveaver, a butcher and a mantua maker, the
remaining two were placed with the instruction ttiety were to be trained in good housewifery. This
suggests that they were placed as household semather than apprentices. The same may be true of
the girl apprenticed to a butcher, hardly a ustzaid for a girl! The six girls specifically plactbe
trained in housewifery, although one was also teike some training in straw hat making, were place
in Saffron Walden or very nearby, as was the gigranticed to a butcher. Four other girls weregta

by one of the charities. For a discussion of ties of women in the artisan class see Chapteloivbe
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Turner's**? In their wills, Richard Bromfield, a physiciame Earl of Suffolk
and Edmund Turner all left money to help poor bwynd apprenticeships
which might set them on a path to escape povdBtpmfield’s and Suffolk and
Turner’s Charities placed over 400 boys as appresiti From apprenticeship
indentures preserved in the Saffron Walden Towrh&eeit is possible to
analyse the mobility of those young people appcedtunder the auspices of
either the parish or of town charities.

It has been argued that the eighteenth centurytisaterminal decline of the
apprenticeship system in England. Dunlop and Denangued that the system
had begun to collapse by the 1720s and that iehded by about 1786° This
view was also taken by Dorothy Marshall who linkkd decline to the
diminishing power of the gild§" Historians such as the Hammonds placed the
decline rather later, towards the end of the emftte century and in thearly
years of the nineteenff® whilst others, especially those focusing on London
such as Kelletf® and Kaht*’ claimed that the decline began even earlier, from
the mid-to-late seventeenth century. In 1979 Rekark argued that, assuming
the decline of apprenticeship as early as the 1&gffgenticeship records
provide a dubious source for the study of laboubititg. **®

More recently K.D.M. Snell argued that little isdwn about the regional
diversity of the decline of apprenticeship, butdetd that a decline did occur
between 1700 and 184%#. From the evidence presented by the apprenticeship
records of Saffron Walden it would seem in this keatown apprenticeship
certainly did not start its decline as early as safthe historians mentioned
above believed. The apprenticeship indenturesrasmuntil 1832°>°

It is pertinent to remark at this point that thb®g's who were apprenticed under
either the parish or a charitable scheme were eiglilto be drawn from any other
than the artisan or labouring sectors of the tomsh\aere unlikely to placed
apprentice to the major London livery companiebese boys were more likely
to be apprenticed to trades that were excludedruhdderms of the 1563 Statute

*“2ERO, D/B 2 CHR1, Bromfield’s and Suffolk and Turise

443 0. J. Dunlop and R.D. Denmagnglish apprenticeship and child labour: A Histd¢tyondon, 1912),
pp.226-232

44D, Marshall,The English Poor in the Eighteenth Cent(irpndon, 1926), pp.183-5

4453, L. and B. Hammondhe Town LabourefLondon, 1917), pp.293-4

446 3. R. Kellett, ‘The breakdown of gild and corpawatcontrol over the handicraft and retail trades i
London’, Economic History RevievX (1957-8), pp.381-94

447W. F. Kahl, * Apprenticeship and the freedom a ttondon Livery CompaniesGildhall Miscellany
VIl (1956), pp.17-20

“8p_ Clark, ‘Migration in England during the lateveateenth and early eighteenth centuriBagt and
Present, 83 (1979) pp.57-90, 62

49K, D. M. Snell,Annals of the Labouring Pog€ambridge, 1985), pp.231-2

“OERO, D/B 2/ CHR 1. The records of other localrittes show apprentices being placed even later.
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of Artificers, 5 Eliz. c. £°* For these trades the decline of the gilds hssl le
significance and they continued to take appreniitasnall market towns such
as Saffron Walden.

However it is also possible to identify a certainmber of boys from Saffron
Walden who do appear in the Index to Apprenticeld1%774 drawn from the
Apprenticeshif®? and in records of the London Livery Compari®sThis latter
group were likely to have come from a more afflussttor of society since the
premiums required by the Livery Companies were éighan those that most
small town artisans could afford. Furthermoren#y be surmised that these
apprenticeships could provide evidence of commeneiworksbetween
members of the Saffron Walden artisan segmentladider business world
not otherwise eviderit* A further set olpprenticeships would have been
arranged privately through contacts, and of thesrmal records remain.

Some evidence exists for boys from artisan fambeisig apprenticed to
members of London Livery Companies or to masters pdid the duty required
on the premiums they received and thus appeaeiR#yisters of the
Commissioners for the Board of Stamps. For exammplé16, James Catlin, son
of John Catlin, a cordwainer, is listed in the Inde Apprentices as being
apprenticed to Benjamin Catlin of Saffron Waldebaser and presumably a
relative, for a premium of £3. In 1737 a John i@adon of John, a shoemaker,
was apprenticed to a Samuel Pilkington, a shoemniadeg in the parish of St.
Saviour’s in Southwark for a premium of £2. The London Livery Company
Apprenticeship Records available to date yieldrezfees to thirty-three boys
from Saffron Walden being apprenticed to a wideetgrof trades but
regrettably the place in which the master livedhigly given and nor is the
premium which was paitf®

The boys placed by parish apprenticeship were st sons of families who
had fallen on hard times. The indentures whicheveermpleted when they were
apprenticed by the parish gave the names of thredherch wardens and
overseers of the poor, parish officials, and désctithe boy as ‘a poor Child of
the said Parish*>’ For these children apprenticeship was particylanportant.

It secured them the chance to learn a trade amdapg, escape from a life of

51 For more details see p.8 above.

“52ERO, T/Z 393/3 Index to Apprentices 1710-1774

453 Cliff Webb, London Livery Company Apprentice Registers SéBesiety of Genealogists, London,
1996 onward)

454 See above, Chapter 2

4 ERO., T/Z393/3 Index to Apprentices

48 Cliff Webb, op. cit.

457 Steve HindleOn the parish@Oxford, 2004), p.196
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abject poverty. Between 1706 and 1784 parish aypipeship indentures for
thirteen children have survived, nine for boys énd for girls. The formula
used includes the words ‘And also shall and wid §ind & provide for the said
apprentice that he be not any way a charge to then& & Parish of Walden
aforesaid or parishioners thereof But of & frorhchlarge shall & will save The
said town & parish & parishioners harmless & indérad during the said
Terme'®® It would seem from this wording that the aim oé authorities,
represented here by the churchwardens, overse#rs pbor and justices of the
peace who signed the indenture, was to place tifelslren in such a way that
they would place no further strain on the finanakthe town once the cost of the
apprenticeship premiums had been covered — surgsigpfrom one guinea to as
much as £11.

Of the nine boys, only one was apprenticed withimld&n. The other eight were
placed beyond the parish bounds. Some were plagezhrby villages but
others were found masters further away, eitheriwissex or within
neighbouring counties at a distance of as muchigyg miles away aghe crow
flies. The girlswere placed much closer to home, only one waskssyund the
parish bounds. These children were a charge opathgh and it was the aim of
the parish to ensure that they should cease sg berre they had been
apprenticed™®

In 1779 James Whisbey's father John was describé@iag unable to maintain
him,*®® while in 1784 Robert Mott and Elizabeth Pettit evelescribed as pauper
children?®* The parish authorities were keen to place sudtreh in
apprenticeships which removed them from the parisBaffron Walden,
completion of an apprenticeship being one of thgsaa which settlement in a
particular place could be achiev&dThus the parish was spared both the cost of
maintaining the pauper child and the risk that thmeght have to continue this
support into adulthood. The exact location wheeparish apprentice was placed
depended on a number of factors such as the awvigylab prospective masters,
and their ability or willingness to take an appremat a specific point in time.

Within the parish an apprentice could be imposashugmployers under the

8 ERO, D/B 2/PAR7/29 Parish Apprenticeship of HeWfgbb in 1708

“n placing its male pauper apprentices outsidentrae parish, Saffron Walden does not follow the
pattern suggested by Malcolm KitchApprenticeship and Occupation in Southern Englamtls study
of the counties of Surrey, Sussex and Wiltshirécamigd that parish apprentices were more likelyao
placed in their home parish.

“0ERO, D/B 2/PAR7/38 Parish Apprenticeship of Jakwssbey in 1779

“1ERO, D/B 2/PAR7/40/1 and 40/2 Parish Apprenticeshif Robert Mott and Elizabeth Pettit in 1784.
462 Under the terms of the 1598 Act for the Reliefta Poor, 39 & 40 Eliz. c. 3, churchwardens and
overseers of the poor were enjoined to bind pacpidren as apprentices. It remained in the parish
interests to continue to do so because under B2 A6t for Supplying the Defects of the Former Acts
the completion of an apprenticeship earned settiémehat particular parish.
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terms of the poor law. It was possible to payne to avoid this and the money
thus gained could be used as an incentive to tkiepnespective master or
mistress in the form of an increased premfifit seems likely that parishes
would also have had reciprocal arrangements wghreeto the placing of parish
apprentices. Hindle comments that by the eighteeamtury parish
apprenticeship had become ubiquitous. The compulsading of poor children
could act as a deterrent to discourage applicantefief from approaching the

parish officers'®

It has not been possible to identify the occupatiminmost of the fathers of the
children placed apprentice by the parish: many haase been dead or have
deserted their families resulting in their childtexing described as poor or
pauper children. Similarly, because the childesrded to be placed apprentice
outside Saffron Walden it is not possible to béaserwhat became of them. Of
the thirteen children apprenticed by the parishAfbom records survivenly

one can be identified at a later stage: Robert Mbti was sent to Foxton in
1784. In the Quarter Session returns giving thier@kar of Prisoners for Saffron
Walden at Michaelmas 1815 and Epiphany 1816 oneRoott is listed:
charged in 1815 with thimeft of moneyandtwo silver spoons from William
Carrington and in 1816 with felo’> His fate beyond this point is not known
but it seems likely that his apprenticeship dideauip him with a useful trade.

The records for those children placed apprenticehayities in the town have a
much higher survival rate than those apprenticethbyarish. The two main
charities involved in putting children apprenticere Bromfield's and Turner’s.
Matthew Bromfield left money in 1682 and Edmund fferin 1696°® and so the
eighteenth century enjoyed the fruits of their bee@ce. A third charity started
a little later under the name of Suffolk and Tuis&harity*®’ also put boys
apprentice?®® In order to analyse the material, Bromfield’sa@ty will be the
focus of the consideration of charity apprenticpstand fractionalism within the
artisan segment since the records for this chargythe fullest. Reference to the

two other charities named above will be made whemopriate.

463K, D. M. Snell, Annals ..., p.251

464 Steve HindlePn the parish.p.226

“SERO, D/B 2/QSS3/91 and 92, Calendars of prisoners

4661 C. StaceyHistory of the Walden Charitie§Typescript, Saffron Walden Town Library, 1967)

47 ERO, D/B 2/CHR1/3 The Accounts of the TrusteethefAshdon Lands for the Use of the Poor of
Walden with £100 from the Rt. Hon. James, Earluff@k (10", July, 1688) and £200 from Edmund
Turner of Audley End

%8 These benefactions are evidence of the factthedine parts of the country apprenticeship was stil
seen as a useful thing to do, an example of themebdifferences which became progressively more
apparent.
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One of the main differences between the poor damldpprenticed by the parish
and those placed by the charities was that, wetctarities, at least one parent
was normally recorded. Of the 206 children liskstbeing apprenticed by
Bromfield’s Charity between 1700 and 1798 in thartly's ledger and in the
apprenticeship dockéf€ the names of 177 parents are given and anotheagix
be established from other sources. The recorditiggoname of at least one
parent in the case of 86% of the apprentices allmwsxamination of the type of
families which were receiving assistance from tharity to apprentice their
children — the name of the trade of the fathemiy given in 147 cases (71%).
Of the 147 trades or conditions given, nineteergaren as widow (13%). This,
however is somewhat misleading since in other cmezade of the father is
given but there is an annotation to the effect tieaits deceased. In these cases
the trade of the father has been retained siroaps to give a fuller picture of
the type of families assisted by Bromfield’s CharifA further eighteen fathers
(12%) are classified as either husbandman or yepmdicating that their main
method of making a living waagriculture of some kind. The largest appellation
employed is that of labourer, thirty-one (21%).

W Agricultural

W Food and drink trades
M Cloth production

M Clothing and footwear
M Building trades

B Metal trades

M Trades involving wood
B Personal services

1 Miscellaneous

M Labourer

m Widow

Unknown

Chart 3: Occupations of the parents of appresttaced by
Bromfield’s Charity, 1700-1798

Source: ERO, D/B 2/CHR1/2 and D/B 2/CHR 1/5 RecafdBromfield’s
Charity

The use of the term ‘labourer’ during the eightbergntury presents a number of
difficulties. A labourer might be a man who sold labour by the day to

“°ERO, D/B 2/CHR1/2 and D/B 2/CHR1/5 Records of Bfiefd’s Charity
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whoever would employ him, either on the land omdoodd jobs. As such he
belonged to the lowest of all groups in eighteamthtury society save those
entirely dependent on relief from the parish. pbs#lassie placed such a man in
the lowest of the thirty ranks he invoked in 173w calculating what a family
in each rank, degree or class would need to p&xies:'° However the term
‘labourer’ might also refer to a man, who havingnpdeted his apprenticeship,
was working as a journeyman for a master craftswiatst attempting to gather
sufficient funds to set up in business him&€lf Saffron Walden baptismal
records, for example, show men described as labouarthe birth of their
earliest children that later had the name of agti@tributed to them. This might
suggest that first-born children were born whihsit father was still a
journeyman and later ones when he had establisheskh as an independent
tradesmari’? A journeyman was situated slightly higher up Melssranks. A
labourer working with metal or wood in the countdgshe placed in the twenty-
eighth rank, whilst one involved in the manufactofevoollen cloth fell into the
twenty-ninth?"?

It is thus very difficult to be certain of the penged rank which a man described,
in the period, as a labourer might hold. He might labourer of Massie’s
lowest kind, he might be a young man moving forwamchis career path or he
might be a man fated to spend his life workingdanaster, never able or willing
to amass the funds necessary to set up on his cvauat. Irrespective of the
precise role held by these labourers, however, @lidyad one thing in common,
they either had the initiative to seek help from tharity to place their son
apprentice to the best advantage or they wereettipients of patronage from the
oligarchy who ran the town.

Boys seeking support from the charity had to beinated and receive the
approval of the Stewards of the Charity. It i®mesting to note that of the first
fifteen boys elected to the Charity School on fiering in 17157 eleven can

470 Joseph Massi€alculations of taxes for a family of each rankgie or class: for one yedtondon,
1756), p.44

4" The various records of Saffron Walden contain ey references to the term ‘journeyman’. The
parish registers show three references to burfgtsuoneymen in 1708, 1728 and 1741. The tradesryi
were comber, tanner and knacker. Saffron Waldémdi have any gild books listing dates when antisa
became master craftsmen. The only other possibiess are the List of Saffron Walden Freemen,
Saffron Walden Museum 41507 and various refereimcthee Town Archive such as ERO, D/B 2/BRE2/3
which lists some freemen from 1742 onward.

42 ERO, D/P 192/1/4/1 Saffron Walden Baptismal Regishows Edward Salmon as a labourer in 1701,
but on the birth of subsequent children in 1702 Ar@4 he is listed as firstly ‘shoomaker’ and then
‘cordwinder’.

73 Massieop. cit.pp. 42-3

4" ERO, D/B 2/SCH2/1 List of Subscribers for erectingharity school. This volume contains the
names of the first fifteen boys and fifteen girtratted to the Charity School in 1715. The nanfabe
attendees at the meeting called to instigate ttabkshment of the school in July 1715 are veryilsinto
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be identified as having been apprenticed by orteefown charities once their
schooling was complete. Their parents obvious|yeabto set their sons on the
path to a successful future by ensuring that teegived the help which could be
made available to them through the various towmites.

Of the remaining named trades, apart from thakaticurer’, across the entire
period cloth production contributed the highest banof entries to
apprenticeship, but its incidence was heavily wieighowards the earlier part of
the century. Indeed, the first quarter of the &ghth century contributed
thirteen of the total of twenty-three entries, whthe last quarter to 1798 saw
only one boy apprenticed from a family which eariigediving in this way. In
1782, John Grimston was apprenticed to John Hal&slor living in the nearby
village of Hempstea®> John must have been an orphan since his uncle, a
woolcomber, signed the indenture. This declindfhennumber of apprentices
from the families of cloth workers reflects theusition in the wool trade which
had experienced a considerable decline in the @afffalden ared® and
elsewhere in the middle of the century causedai, py the loss of markets for
the ‘New Draperies’ as a result of foreign wés.

The next largest group of men sending their sometapprenticed by
Bromfield’s Charity was those engaged in the préidacof clothing and
footwear. These were trades in which a journeymagit set up in business
relatively cheaply but which frequently did notuet a very high income. Such
families were probably glad of the help which tihamty could offer.

The only other significant group seeking help ia @pprenticeship of their sons
consisted of men involved in the food processimygtries such as bakers,
butchers, millers and victuallers. Seventeen agjpes came from this
background, the vast majority being the sons oftiers. R. Campbell ifihe
London Tradesma(il747) suggests that, although a skilled tradeyms for
butchers were not high®

When considering charity apprentices, two othengsoarise which are worthy of
consideration in this discussion of the contribitod fractionalism through

those found at a meeting of the Corporation withékception of one, a widow by the name of Mary
Gorsuch. However her late husband would havelfitte profile of subscribers perfectly.

“"ERO., D/B 2/CHR/1/5/237 Apprenticeship indentafgdohn Grimston

478 John PlayerSketches of Saffron WaldéBaffron Walden, 1845), p.85 records the lasB8&tize's
Day procession in Saffron Walden in 1778. BishdgiZ& was the patron saint of woolcombers. The
annual procession on Februaf$; Bollowed by speeches and a dinner at the Ros&Camain, had been
an important date in the life of the town during upremacy of the woollen industry.

4" See comments above, Chapter 2

4’8 R. CambellThe London Tradesmdhondon, 1747), p.281

125



Hilary Walker
Differentiating the artisan

apprenticeship mobility. The first concerns tragas to which they were
apprenticed and the second the locations in witielapprenticeships took place.

The trades to which boys were apprenticed weraenited by a variety of
factors. For those boys who were not apprentitg@dilblic expense or by a
charity, an arrangement by the family was the mostmon way of setting up an
apprenticeshif’® Parents and guardians sought to ensure thatrajg@ghip
would provide the child with long-term securityterms of both work available
and earning potential. They were keen to make thiatethe child would avoid
the stigma of being an impoverished labourer, dineekt of Campbell’s four
categories of income earnéf§. For each category—the lower but not
pauperized tradesman, the highly skilled craftsanashthe professional or quasi-
professional—the earning potential was in diretibre both the premium and
then, later, the cost of setting up as a mdé&ter.

The actual choice, however, was determined by afdetther factors: the actual
cost of the premium and the later cost of settipgsia master; family and
business contacts which could be called upon o $&ture a suitable
apprenticeship and finally the aptitude and physiapacity of the would-be
apprentice. Collyer commented that parental s@spirations and avarice could
lead to the choicef aninappropriate master, for, he claimed, there wts li
point to paying a very high premium if the boy, @mpletion of his
apprenticeship could not afford the cost of settipgas a master in a reasonable
way of busines§®

Family and business contacts were called uponlfpdreange apprenticeships.
Some parents sought to apprentice their sons gr dodenhance advantageous
business links. In these cases the boy mightHindself apprenticed to a trade
that dovetailed well with the family business, eitlwithin the home area or in
London. In other cases members of the extendeiyfamkin who had located
away from the home area might be called upon tp &gkange an apprenticeship,
either in their own business or in the busines$é&semds and business
acquaintances.

A final factor, perhaps less considered by somergarthan it should have been
according to contemporary commentators such as Galingollyer and Defoe,
was the natural aptitude and physical capacithefaotential apprentice. Trades
such as blacksmiths and masons required a conildetegree of physical

47 Kitch, Apprenticeship and Occupatipp.3

80 Campbell London Apprenticepp.331-40

81| ane,Apprenticeship in Englang.34

82 Collyer, Parent’s and guardian’s directory.26
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strength, whilst others such as clockmakers antheamakers depended on
dexterity and a degree of ‘mechanic genflis’.

We may surmise that for boys being apprenticed tlyaaity, the same factors
applied but were influenced less by the aspiratairthe parents than the
contacts that could be used by the officials ofdaharity. The parents of the
boys sought to give their sons better opportuntias they could, themselves,
fund by applying to the charities for help with flwemiums required to
apprentice their sons.

M Food trades

m Cloth production

M Clothing and footwear
M Building trades

| Metal trades

M Trades involving wood
I Personal services

m Horse care

Miscellaneous

Chart 4: Trades to which Bromfield’s Apprenticeseveent
Source: ERO, D/B 2/CHR1/2 and D/B 2/CHR 1/5 Recafds
Bromfield's Charity®*

It can be seen clearly from the above pie chattlizdar the most popular
destination for the apprentices placed by BromTe@harity was trades

involved in the production of clothing and footwe®f these trades it was
shoemaking that attracted by far the largest nurabapprentices, 60 out of the
82 placed. The premium to apprentice a boy tcoastaker or cordwainer was
modest even for privately arranged apprenticeshipsn Catlin, for example, in
1737 paid only a £2 premium to apprentice his stmio Samuel Pilkington a
cordwainer from St. Saviour’s, SouthwdfR. Campbell commented in 1747 that
the pay for journeymen was not high but work wasttgrmuch continuous. He
further commented that “It does not require mualer®jth, nor a mechanic

483 CampbellLondon Tradesmam.250 and p.171

84 Trades falling into the miscellaneous group teniele less common and included, for example, the
two children apprenticed to basket makers in 12151 respectively and the boy apprenticed to a
clockmaker in 1720.

485 ERO., T/2393/3 Index to Apprentices
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Head; a moderate Share of Ingenuity goes to thelsating this Tradesman: A
Youth may be bound at about Fourteen, and at coouhgf his Time be
sufficiently qualified to set up for himself, or wwJourney-work; unless he has
idled his Time, or been bound to a very ignoranstdg *®° It would seem that
almost any boy could be apprenticed to this tradespective of physical
strength or intellect, and hope to make a livinga@he kind. This made it the
ideal trade in which to place a charity apprentice!

Shoemaking remained a popular trade throughoutehtury. Others, like cloth
production, saw periods of popularity and then afked decline. Generally it
would seem that the trades chosen were those whmild enable the boy to
earn a living without being forced to the recourgparish relief except in times
of extreme weather or unforeseen personal circuroetasuch as ill health.
Once placed, it was up to the boy to make the widsis opportunities.

It might also be worth considering, though, whetiygprenticeship by a
charity—that is sponsored apprenticeship—whichdadshioning effect on the
mobility of the majority of these boys, might alsave curtailed the opportunities
of prospective high fliers. Bromfield's Charitywgght to ensure that the boys it
sponsored had the chance to climb on to the laddeh would lead them to, at
least, reasonable security in the future, but ddishown below, it did not
seek to apprentice them to the higher-earning sraéerhaps those boys who
showed the greatest aptitude at the Charity Schert furnished with
scholarships to Saffron Walden Grammar School whdht lead to a brighter
future. Unfortunately no records for such placetaat the Grammar School
have survived. In other words, placement as areaipe by the charities is
unlikely to have provided a finely tuned matchirigpersonal aptitudes to
trades—a matter on which, as we have seen, contanypmommentators were
vocal.

It now remains to consider the locations in whicé boys were apprenticed and
whether these were influenced by the chronologiealbd within which they
occurred or the trade concerned and how this niighé affected mobility. It
might be expected that the charity officials whaaged the placing of charity
apprentices would make use of any contacts thgthhd. It should also be
considered whether locating the charity apprenawesy from Walden would
reduce the risk that they might later in life beharge on the parish as seems to
have been the motivation with parish apprentices.

486 2. Campbelll.ondon Apprenticep.219
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The following set of pie charts show the locatiemsvhich charity apprentices
were sent in — approximately — each quarter otdreury.

M Saffron Walden

M Local Essex locations
M Elsewhere in Essex
M Adjacent Counties

M London and

Middlesex

m Other Counties

Chart 5: The locations in which Bromfield’s Charity
Apprentices were placed, 1700-1725

Source: ERO, D/B 2/CHR1/2 and D/B 2/CHR 1/5
Records of Bromfield’s Charif§}’

W Saffron Walden

M Local Essex locations

M Elsewhere in Essex

M Adjacent Counties

M Londonand

Middlesex
m Other Counties

Chart 6: The locations in which Bromfield’s Charity
Apprentices were placed, 1726-1750

Source: ERO, D/B 2/CHR1/2 and D/B 2/CHR 1/5
Records of Bromfield’'s Charity

“87 The locations referred to as ‘Local Essex locatiane those which would have viewed Saffron
Walden as their central place, that is within alddutiles of Saffron Walden.
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W Saffron Walden

M Local Essex locations
M Elsewhere in Essex
M Adjacent Counties

m Londonand

Middlesex

m Other Counties

Chart 7: The locations in which Bromfield’s Charity
Apprentices were placed, 1751-1775

Source: ERO, D/B 2/CHR1/2 and D/B 2/CHR 1/5
Records of Bromfield’'s Charity

W Saffron Walden

M Local Essex locations

M Elsewhere in Essex

B Adjacent Counties

M Londonand

Middlesex

m Other Counties

Chart 8: The locations in which Bromfield’s Charity
Apprentices were placed, 1776-1798

Source: ERO, D/B 2/CHR1/2 and D/B 2/CHR 1/5
Records of Bromfield’'s Charity

A comparison of this set of pie charts shows thaach quarter of the eighteenth
century Saffron Walden was the location in whioh ldrgest numbers of charity
apprentices were placed. Indeed in every quaxtsp that from 1726 to 1750,
the number of apprentices placed in Walden outnuedbtihe total placed in all
other locations. So it would seem that there was incentive to place the
charity apprentices, sons of hard-working but gagstruggling families, well
away from the parish bounds of Walden. Charityrapfces, it would seem,
were expected to gather sufficient skill and bussneense from their training to
prevent them from becoming a burden to their ngtimesh and therefore there
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was less incentive to ‘dump’ them on other parisgew/as the case with parish
apprentices. It may also have been the casedh# sf the trustees, who were
also Saffron Walden businessmen, were keen to genardocal labour force that
was dependent on their patronage. However thenelysone definite case of a
Bromfield’s apprentice being placed with a senvingtee of the charity: in 1718
Thomas Reader was placed with Edmund Harris apjareatice woolcomber.

External economic factors may have also had atogiday in deciding where a
charity apprentice was to be placed. In the secpradter of the century, when a
majority of Bromfield’s apprentices were placedssde Walden, the woollen
industry was declining and malt had yet to pickhgp slack created. In this poor
economic climate less than a quarter of all apprestwere placed in Walden.

In the first three quarters of the century Londtreated a fair proportion of the
apprentices, as might be expected in a period Wwemetropolis was expanding
rapidly. Wrigley believes that at this period st one sixth of thadult
populationof England had, at some point in their adult livéisgct experience of
London?®® These migrants were more likely to be young angle and some, at
least, were apprentices. Peter Clark suggeststicatapprentices were
examples of ‘betterment’ mobilit{?°

Trail blazers who had left Walden to make their wathe big city might be
relied upon to either accept apprentices from thaiive town or to organise
placements for them. Thus Henry Erswell was agpmedhin 1725 to Joseph
Williamson, a good Walden name, who was a barbeyesun and citizen of
London. In his turn he accepted James Macketigeson of James Mackenzie
a labourer, as an apprentice to his business beband peruke-maker in St
Leonard’s, Shoreditch in 1748 In the last quarter of the century no charity
apprentices were placed in London, but three apipesnwere placed in counties
further away than London: two in Gravesend in Kaith the same barber and
peruke-maker and one with a needlemaker in the iRédarea of
Worcestershiré?*

It now remains to be seen if the trade to whicloywas apprenticed had any
influence on the location in which he was plac&tie table below shows that
although some boys were placed in Walden for eaahipgof trades, some trades

88 E A, Wrigley, ‘A simple model of London’s importea in changing English society and economy,
1650-1750'Past and Presen87 (1967), pp.44-70, at p.49

“89p_ Clark, ‘Migration in England during the lateveateenth and early eighteenth centuries’, in PkCla
and D. Souden, edddigration and Society in Early Modern Englan@ondon, 1987), p.215

“CERO., D/B 2/CHR1/5/108 and 149 Apprenticeship iridees of Henry Erswell and James Mackenzie
1 ERO., D/B 2/CHR1/5/236, 239 and 247 Apprenticeshifentures of John Pettit, John Wisby and
Daniel Mackenzie, son of the James, who had begreaficed to Henry Erswell in 1746 but who had
returned to work as a peruke maker in nearby Tidaxte
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had significant numbers of apprentices placedeir thome town. The
categories where most apprentices were locatdtkeimimediate locality were
building trades, horse care i.e. curriers, anchahgt and footwear production. It
Is not surprising that these trades could accomteastamany apprentices
locally. Building trades needed labour and thénignth century saw a great
growth in building work in Saffron Walden as housese brought up to date by
refronting or at least adding a bay window or f¥f@nd a new Town Hall was
built.**® Building work was also going on at nearby Audind House in the
latter part of the century and althougpast& craftsmen from elsewhere would
probably have taken the lead there was work faallowen as welf®

Trade Total number of Number of boys Local
boys apprenticed in Saffron apprenticeships
apprenticed Walden or local as a percentage
villages (See Map 2
villages, p.16)
Food trades 20 6 30%
Cloth production 28 20 71%
Clothing and 83 66 80%
footwear
production
Building trades 15 13 87%
Metal trades 12 7 58%
Trades involving | 13 4 31%
wood
Personal services 22 9 41%
Horse care 6 5 83%
Miscellaneous 7 3 43%

Table 8: Number of boys in each category of apjrestwhose masters were
located in Saffron Walden or nearby villages

Source: ERO, D/B 2/CHR1/2 and D/B 2/CHR 1/5 RecaidBromfield’'s
Charity

It is also unsurprising that Saffron Walden offeoggbortunities for boys to be
apprenticed to curriers. It was served by a n@akt stopping at the Rose and

492 ERO., D/B 2/TDS1/8/1 Borough of Saffron WaldennReof purprestures, penthouses, ground rents
and profits of fairs, markets, stallage etc. Barmeple Robert Mapletoft added a bow window to his
house (1774) and John Pratt put out the north fslbhts house for its entire length (1768).

493 Work to build a new stone-faced town hall to repl#he old gild hall began in 1761. This also
involved the removal of certain buildings in Middkw. (ERO, D/B 2/BRES5/3 Accounts of the building
of the town hall.) The new town hall was in keepwith the idea of urban improvement discussed in
C.W. Chalklin,The rise of the English town, 1650-18%Cambridge, 2001)

49 ERO., D/DBy A44/2 Audley End payments to workménBunten, plumber and glazier
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Crown in the Market Place and there were also@aservice®® as well as
privately owned horses.

The high percentage of apprentices placed in e¢igthnd footwear production in
Saffron Walden is more unexpected. However thénksgses in which they were
placed were probably small one-man enterprisestasgossible that, as
Campbell suggests, some of the shoemakers weragngdgoods for the
London markef®

Other trades were more likely to have apprenti¢esagal in London. Those
providing personal services such as barbers ank@enakers might well be
able to accommodate one or two apprentices in d smaan such as Saffron
Walden, but large numbers were more easily absarbde: growing metropolis
of London.

It would seem that many charity apprentices weaegud near to home although
others undertook the adventure of a move beyontidheds of their hundred
and in some cases even their county. There ddesppear to have been the
same desire to place charity apprentices well &veag their home parish as
there was with parish apprentices. Some of theesypiges who moved away
eventually made thelmomesnear to or where they had served their
apprenticeship, others chose to return to Saffradéh once their term of
apprenticeship was complete.

The last group of apprentices to be considered Wese whose placements
were arranged privately, usually through familybasiness contacts as
mentioned above. The majority of those whose d=scoan be drawn from the
Index to Apprentices were placed in Saffron Walddthough a few were
apprenticed further afield, but when the record@swr from the Livery
Companies are considered, very few of the masters based in Saffron
Walden. In the latter cases the majority weregaaa London, not
unsurprisingly since the Livery companies were dasd_ondon, and the trades
to which boys were apprenticed were much more uariban those to which
charity or parish apprentices were sent. Of timgytfour records extracted from
the Livery Company Registers over the period, ttaipations of thirty-two of
the parents can be identified. Seventeen men whieaticed their sons to the
Livery Companies can be classified as artisanstéen of whom apprenticed
their sons to trades which might be deemed artisaature. The remaining
three apprenticed their sons to stationers. Tampms required by members of

49 ERO, D/B 2/CHR1/5/230, Apprenticeship indenturdafes Nott, son of Clement Nott who was a
carrier in Walden.
49 R .CambellLondon Apprenticep.218
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the Livery Companies were likely to have been highan those elsewhere.
Two of the stationers demanded premiums of £18&dRdrespectively in the
1730s*” Only artisans well established in their careendd have afforded
premiums of this kind.

Boys from artisan families expected to be apprenti@as might the younger sons
of the gentry, but not all artisans’ sons couldestfo be apprenticed in the same
way. The younger sons of the gentry and the sbn&althy artisans could
expect to be apprenticed to either the professfongxample to an attorn&y

or to a high level trade such as an apothet4rgomewhat lower down the
social scale parents personally arranged for gwais, or left money in their

wills, to be apprenticed to a variety of tradesipgypremiums recorded in the
Registers of the Board of Stamps ranging fromtts ks £1 to over £150°
Where the parents could not afford the premiuny there able to apply for
sponsorship from one of the town charities whichensedicated tbelping with
apprenticeship premiums. Some of these charities kelped with the

provision of the clothing which the apprentice wbaoked during the
placement® By way of contrast, those children at the veritdi of the social
range in Saffron Walden could hope at best fpaiash apprenticeship te of
the lowest types of trade, a trade which was uhlitefurnish them with

anything better than a subsistence living.

At both ends of the social range in Saffron Waltlere were children who
became apprentices. The gentry might apprentioager sons, but the elder
sons were more likely to be destined for the ursiNies or the Inns of Court. At
the opposite end of the scale, the children of peipould, at best, hope for a
parish apprenticeship but parish funds were unfikelstretch to placing all
children apprentice. Some, undoubtedly, would Hsaen forced to pick up
work as and when they could with the shadow ofnbekhouse ever hanging
over them. We may conclude that apprenticeshigrgftlear evidence of
fractionalism within the artisan class in eightéecgntury Saffron Walden.

497 CIiff Webb, London Livery Company Records.

49 |n 1713 Richard Reynolds, son of Richard Reynolss apprenticed to Samuel Mason, a London
attorney, for the enormous sum of £215 (ERO, T/2/39Index to Apprentices’ Indentures 1710-1762)
49 ERO, T/Z 393/3, Index to Apprentices’ Indentur@40-1762. In 1732 Alexander Ingrey, son of
Thomas Ingrey a wealthy maltster, was apprentioéthomas Browne of Saffron Walden for £60. In
1768 Robert Mapletoft was apprenticed to MauricgtPa Chelmsford surgeon, for £100.

0 ERO, T/Z 393/3, Index to Apprentices’ Indentur@4-1762

1 ERO, D/B 2/CHR1/5/312 ff. Vouchers relating tqegnticeship costs.
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ii.  Geographical mobility — artisans and settlement

The movement of people in the eighteenth centuryacross the boundaries of
rank, order and sort, however the reasons for memenaried depending on the
part of society to which the person concerned lggdn As has been discussed
above, boys might travel over considerable distamade placed apprentice.
Indeed the furthest distance travelled by a Saffféaiden boy was that of Daniel
Mackenzie who covered well over a hundred miletha<row flies to reach his
new master, John Moore, a needle manufactureraidebigge, near Redditch,
Worcestershirg??

However migration was not limited to boys setting on their life’s work.
Leeson discusses the various travelling brotherhobgourneymen with their
houses of call and cards to identify them as theyed from town to town ‘on
the tramp’ in search of wotk and settlement papers provide a good source of
information for investigating the types of moveatthrtisans might make in a life
time.

Pooley and Turnbull suggest that in the seconddfdlie eighteenth century the
mean distance moved in a migration was 37.7 knb(@8les)>** a surprising
distance in an era when most people were reliatih@n own feet or a wagon to
transport them. The settlement papers for Safvaiden reveal a considerable
amount of movement in and out of Walden for membétbke artisan and
labouring class® The documents fall into five groups: an accodraestificates
received frondifferentparishes®® acknowledgements of settleméfit;
settlement bonds, that is bonds takehin support of incomers to Saffron
Walden to ensure that they did not become a bulére parish® settlement
examinations of both incomers to Saffron Walden @ingeople with settlement
in Walden but then resident elsewh&tand finally removal papers of people
whose settlement was found wanting at their examoingboth to and from
Walden>*°

%2 ERO., D/IB 2/CHR1/5/247 Daniel Mackenzie’s indeetur

3 R.A. Leeson[ravelling brothers: the six centuries’ road fromatft fellowship to trade unionism
(London, 1979)

%94 C. Pooley and J. TurnbuMigration and mobility in Britain since the T&entury(London, 1998),
p.65

*% Members of the professions and the gentry didtemuire settliement papers since they could purchase
a freehold or copyhold, rent a property worth asteE10 a year, pay parish taxes or offer themsebve
serve as parish officers.

% ERO., D/B 2/PAR1 Chronological list of certificateeceived from 1700 to 1789

*"ERO., D/B 2/PAR4 Individual settlement certificate

% ERO., D/B 2/PAR9/35-42 Indemnity bonds

9 ERO., D/IB 2/PAR6 Settlement examinations

*ERO., D/B 2/PAR5 Removal orders
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Whyte suggests that often only about a third ofitthebitants of a given parish
had their place of legal settlement there but esll who suggests that the
range was somewhere between 20 and 5%%xactly where Saffron Walden
lay in this range is not clear, but between 1700 B89, 190 settlement
certificates issued by other parishes were recoirdad/olume entitled ‘An
account of certificates received from differentiplaes’ as having been received
in Saffron Waldert*®> When this list is cross-checked against the actual
certificates it would appear that this was an uesiiemate with some eight names
being omitted. Unfortunately the trade of the ibegte holder is not always
given, but, of those that are, the furthest distartcavelled were from Lancashire
and Somerset. The man who came from Barringt@oimerset in 1708, one
Thomas House, was a woolcomber. No informatiagiven as to his family so it
is likely that he was a young single man travelliram one area of woollen cloth
production to another. His certificate makesdaclthat Saffron Walden was his
intended destination. He was not randomly wandanrsearch of employment
but had a job to which he was travellifg. Two men made the long journey
from Lancashire. In 1707 a fustian weaver callati&h Foole and his wife
Sarah set off for Saffron Walden. Eleven yearsrlatjoiner called John Kay,
probably a single man, made the journey south.leFomurney can be

explained by his trade, a weaver moving to ancdinea where weaving was an
important industry, but Kay's journey cannot belexged. However the
respective certificates make it clear that whefeasde had always intended to
come to Walden, Kay’s certificate was granted dmedad arrived and found the
place to his liking™* Nonetheless, these instances do suggest theredsoé

wide ranging networks of knowledge among artiségnstoch we are otherwise
largely ignorant.

A much shorter journey was much more common. ©fli8 certificates
received, 112 were issued by parishes within Easeix69 of these parishes were
no more than six miles from Saffron Walden. Far pleople from these 69
parishes Saffron Walden would have been a famd@ation from attendance at
weeklymarkets and the less frequéairs. It was also these men who were most
likely to be accompanied by family members, onk/afithem were not
accompanied by at least one dependant.

*|an D. Whyte Migration and society in Britain 1550-183Basingstoke, 2000), p.59, quoting K.D.M.
SnellAnnals of the Labouring Poor: Social Change andatign England, 1660-1900Cambridge,
1985)

*2ERO., D/B 2/PAR9/1 Chronological list of certifies received from 1700 to 1789

*3ERO., D/IB 2/PAR4/18 Settlement certificate of TrasnHouse

*“E.R.O, D/B 2/PAR4/15 and 40 Settlement certifisat&William Foole and John Kay
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Where a trade is given, the most common is thihmfurer'> among certificates
dating from 1730 to 1781. Blacksmiths, cordwaireerd barber/peruke-makers
are also relatively common, but after 1757 weaaeswoolcombers are no
longer to be found amongst certificate holdergndication of the decline of the
wool trade that mirrors the findings of the anadysi apprentices above.

A further set of certificates also merits mentiothgs point: the removal
certificates of the Society of Friends. As digeemQuakers were barred from
those professions which required a university etioica As a consequence they
tended to focus their endeavours on trade. Maggibéheir working lives as
apprentices to other Quakers and their placemeen afivolved travel over
considerable distances. Apprenticeship compl¢dedneymen also tended to
work for Quaker masters. The names of this satigfants do not appear in the
parish records since the Quakers supported the ersmbtheir faith. A Quaker
wishing to move needed to secure a certificatewiaval from his monthly
meeting which he could present to the monthly megetovering the area in
which he wished to settle. The certificate stdted he, or she, was of good
character and religious belief and was not leagimg debts or encumbrances
behind. If the certificate did not satisfy the uegments of the receiving
meeting, further enquiries would be made beforejpiance. It was such a
certificate that John Farmer, a woolcomber, apgdledo his meeting in 1710
when he sought permission to remove to Colchestétte better convenience
of work’.>*® None of the certificates mention the trades efrétipients, but, of
the twenty-eight relevant certificates dating frdé@07 to 1775, sixteen were
from outside Essex, two from as far away as YorkeshSome of these
certificates may have referred to apprentices sinsas common for Quakers to
apprentice their children within their faith andhets might have been for men
coming to work with fellow Quakers already estdidid in Saffron Walden. For
example it is noted on Philip Pitsto’s certificitem the Luton (Bedfordshire)
meeting that it had been requested by a Williameyap’ William Impey was a
Quaker brazier already well-established in Saffideiden.

It would seem that many of the holders of settlencertificates were probably
men near the beginning of their careers, perhap®ng out of apprenticeship
and often with a young family to maintain, who werepared to move to better
their employment opportunities.

*15 perhaps a journeyman as discussed above, butyepassibly an agricultural labourer
*1® Friends Meeting House, Saffron Walden, Archivegl88, Case C.1
*17 Friends Meeting House, Saffron Walden, ArchivegI88, Case C.1
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The subjects of the indemnity bonds were also lagpko improve their
fortunes>'® Between 1739 and 1766 eighteen bonds were takdnyaelatives
and friends of men seeking to settle in Saffrond@af'® The purpose of the
bonds was to indemnify the parish against any dbstsmight ensue from
granting settlement to the men and their famili€se bonds ranged in value
from £20 to £50 (approximately £2,570 to £5,57QG07 pricesj?° very
considerable sums of money. Undoubtedly the indieensirelied on the
subjects of the bonds never requiring support fileenparish of Saffron Walden
but they must still have been men of substancerwtke the parish authorities
would not have accepted the bond.

In twelve of the bonds the trade of the subjedhefbond was identified. Eleven
of the twelve subjects of the bonds were artisans,was a labourer. The men
who stood surety for the bonds tended to havecagttonnection with the
subject of the bond, either as perhaps employar th&e case of Thomas Reeve
of Newmarket, who was also the landlord of Johnr€hmonan, pie man, in
1754°% or as family member. On two occasions the Ardammily stood surety
for relatives. In 1757 Thomas Archer senior arntthJArcher, both breeches
makers of Saffron Walden, stood surety for ThomeshAr junior, also a
breeches maker, who was keen to return to Wald#énhis wife Ann from
Harlow, where, it might be surmised, he had coneplétis apprenticeshi3? In
1764 John Archer, a glover, his wife Mary and solmnJwere the subject of
another indemnity bond. This time however it wgaiast any costs incurred in
returning them to Walden, they having sought afczate of settlement from the
parish to permit them to seek work elsewhere adays before. The sureties for
this bond of £50 were John Archer of Saffron Walderhaps the subject of the
bond, and John Archer of Newport, also a glov&Where a bond was arranged
in such significant sums of money it seems lik&ky subject of the bond was an
artisan held in good stead by his community.

It is unfortunate that only eleven settlementd®have survived where the
subject is clearly a member of the artisan segmktite community since the
names of the indemnifiers help to provide evidesfcgome of the networks that
existed in the Saffron Walden area in the eighteeantury. These eleven bonds
cover the period 1750 to 1764 and each involvedreangement struck between
the indemnifiers and the churchwardens and ovessd#e®affron Walden to

18 See above, p.135

*9ERO., D/B 2/PAR4 and 9 Indemnity bonds

2 Officer, "Purchasing Power of British Pounds fro#64 to 2007."

21 ERO., D/B 2/PAR3/16 Settlement indemnity bondatid Churchman
*2ERO., D/B 2/PAR4/137 Settlement indemnity bondbbémas Archer junior
*ZERO., D/B 2/PAR4/159 Settlement indemnity bondalfin Archer, glover
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ensure that the subject of the bond would not becamharge on the parish.
Some of the bonds allowed the subject to be coresidegally settled in Saffron
Walden, others indemnified thparish against any costs that the subject of the
bond might incur whilst resident elsewhere.

The networks, in turn, provide evidence of patr@aghe indemnifier, be it an
employer or a relative, took the role of patrorthia patron-client relationship.
The subject of the bond was the client, dependempiatronage from someone
with more power or greater economic means. Ecoo@nuduction in Saffron
Walden, in the middle of the eighteenth centurys veking place in an
operational framework of patronage-client relatiatsch illustrated both
horizontal and vertical integration within the aain segment of society. The
anonymous face of the market had yet to becomerdorhin the Saffron
Walden area.

Most of these clients were people with a need tmtaia their reputations.
Reputation was crucial to a tradesman in the eggttkecentury: be it a reputation
for work of a high quality or an acknowledgemergttthe artisan could meet his
financial obligations in a society that had a hifgipendence on credit. Craig
Muldrew suggests that trust had to be generatedimemicated and negotiated
by each household involved in the markétThis was also true of the individual
artisan. Muldrew goes on to say that access tdgjamealth and to the social
status and power conferred by wealth—office holdngatronage—was
dependent on access to credit within the ‘serieiledulity’ of an economy driven
by credit based on reputation.

Whether these clients were wishing to settle irfrBafWalden or to travel
elsewhere in search of better prospects, they umreely to become a charge on
the parish and were, therefore, either successfiigir own right or the
possessors of successful families or friends17Bil the latter must have been
the case for Henry Green, bricklayer, his wife &ardily when a bond was made
in his favour:® he having been the subject of a removal order Btrashunt,
Hertfordshire to Saffron Walden in the same y&ar.

The same was less likely to be true of those arsiseho were the subject of
settlement examinations followed by the issuingeofioval orders. In the course
of the eighteenth century Saffron Walden both idseenoval orders to and
received removed persons from other parishes. tf=mge removals to Walden
and 102 removals from Walden are recorded. Thelpe@emoved varied from

°24 Craig Muldrew,The Economy of ObligatiofBasingstoke, 1998), p.151.
2 ERO., D/B 2/PAR9/38 Settlement indemnity for Hefreen
*2ERO., D/B 2/PAR5/33 Removal order for Henry Green
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unaccompanied children, often listed as ‘bastardhe children of deceased
persons, to single men and women and completeié@miRemoval orders
themselves rarely give much information about iheuenstances of the subject
of the order other than the ages of any childneds are only given in a very
few cases. Where a trade is given, the most fretyueccurring is labourer
followed by cordwainer. This is to be expecteatsifabourers were frequently
itinerant, moving from one job to another as candi dictated. As mentioned
above, the trade of cordwainer was one to whichr pbiddren were often
apprenticed. It did naiffer agood source of income, but a cordwainer could
expect to find work almost anywhere in the countfy.

The subjects of removal orders had fallen on handg and, since they did not
have settlement in the parish in which they wanadj, the parish officials were
within their rights to require them to return t@ithparish of settlement. It was
not uncommon for the parish of settlement to prexsdme kind of relief to their
people living elsewhere. For example in 1730 Antitéig the widow of a John
Holton who had been apprenticed to George Petiallen shoemaker, and her
three children were removed to Walden from thegbaoiff St. Giles,
Cripplegate’®® In 1738 she was back in London, in St. Botolphigersgate,
and in a letter sent from the officials of thatiphrto the parish officials in
Walden the threat was made to return her if herptamts about lack of relief
were not address&& The numerous examples quoted by SokbH-sadly none
from Saffron Walden—suggest that networks spredconoss the country,
centred on the place of settlement, because afrtletal dependence on a
person’s settlement status.

More information about these unfortunate people W&o sunk to such a low
point is to be found in some of the settlement arations that were conducted
where there was some doubt about the true plasettdément of an individual.
Many of those who underwent settlement examinatbyni®cal justices of the
peace were described as vagrants or beggars,Harsdtad trades. Joseph
Mayor, a shoemaker, was examined by John RowlByji Saffron Walden in
1738. Mayor claimed that he was about thirty yedds had been born in

Saffron Walden and at about fourteen years of aggeapprenticed to John Todd,
a Walden shoemaker. He served Todd until therlattieath two years later and
had since practised his craft getting work wheredwdd. He asserted that he

%27 Campbell, inThe London Tradesmgn219, suggests that country shoemakers were eftgrioyed to
make goods for the London market since they weeapér to employ. Country cordwainers also made
shoes to satisfy local requirements.

*2ERO., D/B 2/PAR5/11 Removal order for Ann Holtardgamily

*2 ERO., D/B 2/PAR9/7 Correspondence concerning Anhidth

3% Thomas SokollEssex Pauper Letters, 1731-18&¥xford, 2001)
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had never gained settlement elsewhere and hisibigaffron Walden would be
sufficient to secure him settlement there if heldquove that it was his father’s
place of settlement. There is no comment abostithine examination but the
illiterate Mayor must have found it difficult to suve on just two years training
and this or an appeal for help to the parish brotgh tothe attention of the
authorities>* Mayor does not appear in the list of people resaddvom Walden
so perhaps his claims were accepted and he waglpdowith some form of
relief.

Another partially qualified cordwainer was Williawdisby who was examined as
to his settlement in the parish of Long ltchingtéfarwickshire in 1732. He
claimed to have been born in Walden and apprenbgdde parish to a
cordwainer in Newport Pond, a parish adjoining Raif\Walden, who was

himself a ‘certificate marr>? Wisby served about four years of his time and
then worked for about two and a half years forAleley End estate but without
being employed as a servaritafter that he got his living as a journeyman where
he could®* It seems that Wisby survived this examinatioraese it is not until
1743 that a removal order is issued for him anagixsand-a-half-year-old son
Richard>®®

Although some of the settlement examinations deidt partially trained

artisans, there is also evidence to be found ofutuwe that awaited some hard-
working artisans on whom fate did not smile. 112Q7he illiterate cooper Henry
Rooksby&®® was examined whilst he was lodging in the paris8toLeonard’s,
Shoreditch. To come to the attention of the paaistorities in Shoreditch,
Rooksbye must have fallen on hard times and malyhagk been trying to claim
relief from his parish of settlement. Alternatiy¢he parish of St. Leonard’s was
attempting to claim recompense from the Saffrond&alauthorities for
expenditure made. If no money was forthcoming,k8bge would have been
returned to Walden, his parish of settlement, air ttxpense, not a very glorious
end to the life of a fully-trained artisan who Cdmep states could have expected

1ERO., D/B 2/PAR6/5 Settlement examination of pbsklayor

%32 A certificate man was someone not living in hisxgarish. Therefore Newport Pond would not have
become Wisby's parish of settlement even if he d@mdpleted his seven years apprenticeship.
*3\Working for a year and a day as an indenturedssgmwas another way of gaining settlement

% ERO., D/B 2/PAR6/4 Settlement examination of Wit Wisby

*% ERO., D/B 2/PAR5/26 Removal order for William aRithard Wisby to Saffron Walden. What
subsequently happened to William is unclear, bah&id was taken up as a vagabond in November 1743
in Long Itchington and was ordered to be removethfHouse of Correction to House of Correction until
he reached Saffron Walden (PAR9/9). In 1752 heapgsenticed by the parish to a tanner in
Huntingdonshire (PAR7/37)

% ERO., D/B 2/PAR6/1 Settlement examination of HeRooksbee, cooper, 1720. For further details,
see above p.66.
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to earn fifteen to sixteen shillings a week (£102<€ at 2007 rate¥Y in London
as a journeyman a few years later.

lii.  Life course - mobility among artisans

The term ‘mobility’ covers more than mere movemargpace: it can also refer
to movement within the social order to which arnséelonged. These two
definitions are often interlinked. Two factors wiicould influence this mobility
were where someone was in their life course anddtmld formation, especially
their status or lack of status as a householder.

Whilst it was not impossible for an artisan to ledke social order determined
by his training and craft, Saffron Walden providesny examples of artisans
who earned the right to style themselves ‘gentléraprd others who fell to
classification as paupers by men that they mighedrave viewed as peers. The
majority of artisans, no matter how wealthy or pth@y became, continued to
style themselves by the trade to which they hadeskan apprenticeship. One
exception to this rule appears to have been thbwe m the second half of the
century, became maltsters as the demand for nmelt gfter 1769 once transport
via the Lee and Stort Navigation from Bishops $tod became an easy route to
London®*® These men appear to have been successful anisinsoney to
invest in what they saw as a good business opptyriuRor example John
Edwards, a member of the Edwards family of bakerdescribed as a maltster in
the Grand Jury Lists in the last decade of theteigith century>®

For an artisan there were a number of points itifei€ourse which might prove
decisive in determining how his life would run frahat point forward. The first
of these occurred very early in life: his placegha family order. It might be
argued that the eldest son of an artisan’s fandgdthe best chance of securing
an apprenticeship to a trade which would earn hgeare living if the laws of
primogeniture were followed. A father, ambitiows his son, but without the
means to secure a good apprenticeship might agptbacvarious town
charities*® or the charity schodf"! Where it has been possible to identify the
children who benefitted from those institutionsapipears that the majority were
eldest children. For example William Turner, a @éad butcher, applied to

%37 Officer, "Purchasing Power of British Pounds fro#64 to 2007."

°33R.CampbellLondon Tradesmarp.243

3% See above, p.26

¥ ERO, D/B 2/QSS1/8-214, Grand Jury Lists

40 5ee above, p.115, Geographical mobility — the oésiee apprentices

*1ERO, D/B 2/ SCH2/1 List of first children admittemithe Saffron Walden Charity School, 1715
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Bromfield’s Charity for help in placing his eldesrsWilliam in 1716°* There

is no record of any assistance being sought foydeger son, Thomas. It may
be that this was because his father was then asiéign to place his son
apprentice privately. Alternatively, charity fundsuld not stretch to
apprenticing more than one child from each desgriamily. If the latter were
the case, probably Thomas colddk forward to no better future than that of an
unqualified day labourer or servant.

The next point in their life course that could peasrucial for the aspiring artisan
occurred on the completion of his apprenticestost apprentices could then
expect to serve some time as a journeyman. Foe soimwas a time of further
experience whilst they gathered the finances nacg$s set up in business as a
master craftsman; for others it was the end of t@bitions. They either could
not acquire the necessary finance from their fawior their own hard work or
they lacked the requisite business acumen. Theird lay in working for
someone else and as Campbell describddthérLondon Tradesmda747), the
rates which journeymen earned would not have mauigng a home and raising
a family easy.

If a man succeeded in becoming a master craftshisufife course was then
influenced by two factors: his own business acuarahskill and the prevailing
economic conditions. No man could hope to makecaess of his business if he
lacked the former, but even the most skilful wor&euld find prevailing
economic conditions working against him.

Old age provided another crunch point in an arisshi® course. This and the
above factors will be discussed in greater deplbvmbe

As has been discussed earff€mmost artisans’ sons were apprenticed to a trade
at about the age of fourteen, whether by privatengement by their parents, a
town charity or, at worst, the parish. The traale/hich they were apprenticed
was generally of a level similar to that followegltheir father** although some

*2ERO, D/B 2/CHR1/5 Bromfield’s apprentices

3 See above, Geographical mobility — the case oaientices, p.115

**|n the eighteenth century not all trades carriedsame level of esteem. First came the twelva gre
London Livery Companies, e.g. the goldsmiths; tbérer trades which required a significant degree of
education and finance, first to pay the apprentigepremium and later to set up in business
independently. Lower down the scale came crafistwiequired less education, for which fees were
lower and which often involved dirty or hard manladour. At the bottom of the scale came the gafrts
crafts to which poor children of the parish weratieely apprenticed, easily learned crafts which
required little financial backing. These in tuemtled to produce a poor living, although this wats n
always the case.

A goldsmith, according to Campbell, required betw€B00 and £3000 to set up in business. A
journeyman goldsmith could earn between eighteeaanty-five shillings a week. Thus any
goldsmith wishing to set up in business as a massétsman would require financial backing from his
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parents aspired to better for their sons and stémaygh lack of funds, were
forced to settle for less. Whatever the craft tocl a boy was apprenticed, the
aim was to provide him with a trade which would l@eahim to support himself
and any future family he had without recourse tieférom the parish.

The first evidence of any fractionalism within tisan class in this area is
presented by a consideration of whether or notfpanesmtice completed his
apprenticeship. As mentioned above, some of thewl® were examined as to
their place of settlement, presumably becausew®szg viewed as likely to
become chargeable to the parish in which they Wisarey, had failed to

complete their apprenticeships for a variety obogs>*> Failure to complete an
apprenticeship left the partially-qualified youthseek whatever work he could
find. In some trades he might have found work psieneyman, completing the
less skilled aspects of the work for poor wagesjrothers he would have been
turned away to find unskilled work wherever he doglerhaps becoming a
charge to the parish. The officials would haverbeslikely to have viewed such
a man as an example of the deserving poor to whanmalprelief was more
readily given.

Those young men who had completed their appreihijgcdgecame journeymen,
that is men employed by a master craftsman by dlyeod piece. CampbellBhe
London Tradesmapublished in 1747 gives a fascinating insight® wages

that journeymen could hope to receive in varioadds in London, ranging from
the poorly paid journeyman shoemaker at nine tskgliings a week to braziers
who might earn as much as a guinea a week. Thesnag small town such as
Walden would, no doubt, have been lower makingdge journeyman
shoemaker a hand-to-mouth existence. It also nedas remembered that some
trades, such as building or brick-making could ombrk when the weather was
favourable.

family. A less prestigious trade such as thatoafper required between £200 and £500 to establish a
business, A journeyman cooper could earn fiftaesixdeen shillings a week. A hard-working and
financially astute journeyman cooper could hopart@ss the necessary money in something over five
years if his family was not able to help him. Ardwn cordwainer, one of the most lowly trades, woul
need, according to Campbell, something over £13@tap as a master; a country shoemaker somewhat
less. A journeyman shoemaker was poorly paidti tver ten shillings a week.

*5ERO., D/B 2/PAR6/16 Settlement examination of Therhewis. The illiterate Lewis was examined
in 1780 and claimed that he had been apprenticddto White, a baker, of Saffron Walden, and tvat t
years into his apprenticeship the said John Whiteke and ran away”. John White was, indeed, @bak
in Walden at this time but he was a prosperousamaelewis’s claim seems rather unlikely. In other
cases when a master was unable to complete thenggaf his apprentice, he transferred or turnedrth
over to another master, as was the case in 1748 Jdmes Webb, baker, was unable to continue the
training of James Seamer and turned him over teeRd@hurchman (D/B 2/TDS2/2/3/52).
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Some journeymen would have continued working ferrtraster they had been
apprenticed to, others might have ‘gone on thepigfiin search of better
opportunities, carrying with them, in most cashsjrtcertificates of settlement
gained on completion of a seven-year apprenticashagparish.

It is likely that most journeymen aspired to amagsufficient funds to enable
them to set up in business as an independentmaitbut Rule suggests that in
some trades high capital costs meant that empkigus, that is an independent
craftsman employing others, remained out of redakiled men who were
therefore forced to remain employed by the #ayWrightson agrees that among
urbancraftsmen the number of lifelong journeymen hadgrd*® Thus
fractionalism could occur dhis stage in the artisan’s life course. Coulahe
could he not set up in business independently @kl dpprentices in his turn? It
is hard to find evidence of this in Walden duehte lack of use of the term
‘journeyman’'—as mentioned abov&.

Once established as master craftsmen or continaingrk as journeymen,
probably married and fathers of growing famifigsthe artisans of Walden,
although members of a recognised segment of sowety not a homogeneous
group in the eighteenth century.

Through the use of the techniques of nominal dakagje it is possible to create
a picture of a given life course and thus to exantine ways in which these
changes affected individual artisans living in Waaldht this time. Joseph
Whiston provides an excellent example of a sucaé¥galden master craftsman.
His date of birth is not known, but he first apgeiarthe town records as paying
ten shillings and sixpence to secure his freedoma@mper in 1737 The
payment of ten shillings and sixpence indicatesltieafreedom was secured
either by patrimony, his father may have been a dsted Joseph Whiston, or
by completion of his apprenticeship within the town 1738 he took the office
of constablé>? a sign that he had secured a degree of respecigeni® peers,
and in 1739 he first appeared on the Grand Juig bisthe town for which he
must have held the necessary property qualificafomwo children were

%4 | eesonTravelling brothers

*47 J.G. Rule;The experience of labour in the eighteenth cenfuondon, 1981), p.22

*48 Keith WrightsonEarthly Necessitie.ondon, 2002), p.316

%49 See footnote 467 above

*0 The journeyman stage was the earliest point atlwhiman could contemplate respectable fatherhood.
Incidences of earlier fatherhood occurred, but evig of these tends to be found among the town’s
collection of bastardy bonds (ERO, D/B 2/PARS8).r Egample in 1763 Xenophon Hearn, joiner, was
bound in the sum of £40 on behalf of one of hissssho was under 21. (ERO, D/B 2/PAR8/27)

°%L saffronWalden Museum, 41507 Saffron Walden Freemen

*2ERO, D/B 2/QSS 2/4 Walden Order Book 1735-1746

53 See above, Grand Jury Lists
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baptized in 1744 and 1745' Later references to Joseph Whiston include his
payment of Market Tolls to the Corporation of £2Lif48>°° the payment of
church tithes on a property in the High Streetia&9°° and his signature in
Bromfield’s register of apprentices when GeorgetPets apprenticed to John
Hopwood, a currier, in 1749/ After this point he continues to appear in Grand
Jury Lists until 1776. He appears in Quarter fsassecords twice, once as the
victim of an assault and on the occasion when recaliarged with an assault on
John Savile junior in 17622 It is interesting to speculate whether John Savile
junior was an awkward apprentice, but there iswidesice to support this

theory. As well as his appearances in the offeneesrd, as victim, accused
and, on another occasion, as a bondsman, theedsareeferences to Whiston’s
tradewith the Audley Encestate’™® Joseph Whiston died sometime after 1776
and no will has been located.

It seems that he was a master craftsman of thelimgdsort. Sufficiently
wealthy to be eligible to pay church rates andualify for Grand Jury service,
he never progressed further than the rank of cblesia the town oligarchy.
Whether this was by choice or because of lack idisie patronage it is
impossible to say.

It would be interesting to be able to compare tieeclourse of Joseph Whiston
with another Walden artisan who never progressgdrizkthe level of a
journeyman, but because of the lack of referenrzgsurneymen in the town
records this is not possible. The less succeasfuember of the Walden
population was, the more limited are the recordstroring him. If he was a
problem to the town he might appear in QuarteriSesgcords. If he fell into
abject poverty he might appear in workhouse recandison death in the parish
burial registers as a pauper. These records, thaed to provide, at best,
patchy references to any trade followed and iiffecdlt to be sure that they refer
to the same man. It is more by their absencelblgaheir presence that these
people are recorded. The man who was either utalamass the necessary
funds to establish himself as a master craftsmawho lacked the skill or
business acumen would not become a freeman obihe serve on a Grand Jury
list or hold a post in the corporation’s organiaati It is thus very hard to
discover any details about his life course.

4 ERO, D/P 192/1/4/4 Baptismal record

%% saffron Walden Museum, unclassified, Market Tolls

% ERO, D/P192/3/6 Church Small Tithes List

5" ERO, D/P 192/CHR1/5 Bromfield’s Apprentices

8 ERO, D/B 2/QSS2/8 Offences committed from SessBomks
*9ERO., D/Dby A 26 Monthly household vouchers fordday End, 1768
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However, even among those who are recorded, thend@dence of the fractional
character of the artisan segment. The evidencthi®type of fractionalism is
drawn from a variety of sources. Those artisarmjing towards their middle
age, who were successful businessmen, began tt¢ettkag roles in the
organisation of the corporation and parish. Atfstep on the road towards civic
importance was to serve as parish constable osegepf the poor. Some men
progressed no further, either because this wagdtaeived limit of their
competence or willingness to serve, or becauseieeg not members of the
Church of England. Dissenters could not servehascbiwardens! Others
became church wardens and were elected to th@egl&tuating oligarchy that
was the Corporation, serving as aldermen and psnmayor. Any man who
became mayor, irrespective of his origins becanustece of the peace and
adopted the style of ‘gentleman’. Of the 88 mawain®se occupations can be
identified, 77 were either artisans or shopkeef8rséf shopkeepers are
eliminated, since it is difficult to be certaintbie size of the businesses of
grocers and drapers, 65 mayors were dricam the artisans of the town,
although some may have been, by this time, quitsiderable businessmen,
particularly if their trade involved malting. Astins had become gentlentéh.

Most artisans reached the peak of their caredtsein middle years, perhaps
around their mid-to late forties, master craftsragrploying other men and
training apprentices, able to put some savingsdsidtheir old age. Others as
mentioned above might have been less successfiddrahcing years would
have been faced with dread. Unless an elderlyaartino longer able to earn a
living wage for himself and his wife, had been abl@accumulate savings or had
a family on whom they could rely for support, ik&s hard. For many old age
represented a decline into poverty. The age atiwaiperson was viewed as
‘old’ by the rest of his or her community was, aaliog to Susannah
Ottaway>*’a category created by a combination of functional eultural as well
as chronological factors. She asserts, howevat pththe end of the eighteenth
century the age of sixty served as a clear markegritry into old age.

For those in need of support in old age, threeipiities existed in eighteenth
century Saffron Walden. A select group receivedghtronage of the influential
men who ran the town. These elderly people wensimated to fill vacancies at
the town’s Almshousg>® The statutes of the Aimshouse stated that any

% Richard, Lord Braybrook&;he History of Audley End.ondon, 1836), pp.316-8 provides a list of the
mayors of Saffron Walden

%61 See above chapter 4 for further details on thie ciffices available and the type of men who sedure
these posts.

*%2 gysannah Ottawa¥he Decline of Lif¢Cambridge, 2004), pp.17-18

°%3 For further details see above p.97

147



Hilary Walker
Differentiating the artisan

vacancies were to be filled by election by the Magmad Corporation from
nominations made by the Master and Part Brothef the Aimshouse. The
nominations were to be ‘of the most needy and peosons having impediment
by extreme age, maimed or sick, impotent to labtiirThe minutes of the
meetings of the Mayor and Corporation and the Masdtéhe Almshouse and his
Part Brother?® elected annually from amongst the town’s mostigrftial
citizens, give the names of persons nominated lavgktelected to a place.
Failure to secure a place at the first attempindidmean permanent exclusion
from the benefit: the Walden Almshouse Book 174327 shows many
examples of candidates gradually gaining voted tirgly eventually succeeded
in obtaining a place. Couples were accepted whieegarty had beeerlected
but on the death of the electee the relict was &rpeo vacate the room and
wait to be elected in his or her tufi.

Election to a place in the Almshouse assured hete of board, lodging and
firing for the rest of their lives provided theyddiothing which caused their
expulsion, such as theft, disobedience or the &pting of alehouses—two
warnings were allowed for the last offence. Tkeslof electees show that that
about half the people elected were widd#sOften they were the widows of
artisans, as in the case of the widow of ThomagN¥ra carpenter, elected in
1765. There are also references to artisans ledaoged. In 1765 John Ryley, a
glover, was elected, in 1775 William Kent, a clogar, and in 1783 Joseph
Colling, a barber, joined the Almshouse. Onlydeserving elderly stood any
chance of being elected to the company of the Atmash, but it is interesting to
note the number of people, or their widows, aditténo had previously served
as town officials or had, at the very least, beeminers of the Grand Inquests to
the Quarter Session& Of 79 men admitted to the almshouse between aAd9
17992"* 46 can be identified in the Grand Jury lists. ti@f 46, the trades of 36
can be identified. The most common group wereghimgolved in clothing and
footwear production, particularly shoemakers.

% The Part Brother was the title given to the DepMaster of the Almshouse. The Part Brother could
expect to fill the role of Master when his predeoesetired or resigned.

°%5C.B. RowntreeSaffron Walden - then and n@®helmsford, 1952), p. 60, extracted from the
Ordinances of the Almshouse (ERO., D/Q 67/1/1)

¢ ERO, D/Q 67/2/1 and 2 Minutes of the Almshouse

" ERO, D/Q 67/2/1 Minutes of the Almshouse 1749-1776

*8 ERO, D/Q 67/2/1 Minutes of the AlImshouse 1749-17@6-ebruary 1758 it was recorded that the
wife of Christmas Hurry had died. Since she haghlt@e elderly person elected to the Almshousa# w
then necessary for Christmas to be elected iruhis tThis was in response to a decision made 8n 26
December, 1757 that the spouses of dead inmatestavbe removed immediately after the burial ard th
rooms cleared to make space for the newly electeglp..

%9 Between 1749 and 1758 43 people were elected o2l were widows (49%). In the next ten
years 21 out of the 40 people elected to vacanaes widows (52.5%).

>"ERO, D/B 2/QSS1/8-214 Grand Jury Lists.

"' ERO, D/Q 67/2/1 and 2 Minutes of the Almshouse9t7476 and 1772-1850.
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M Agricultural

M Food and Drink Trades

m Cloth Production

B Clothing and Footwear

M Building Trades

M Metal Trades
Trades involving wood
Personal Services
Miscellaneous

m Unknown

Chart 9: Occupations of men admitted to the Almsleowho also
appeared in the Grand Jury Lists

Source: ERO, D/Q 67/2/1 and 2 Minutes of the Alms®and
D/B 2/QSS1 Saffron Walden Grand Jury Lists

Some residents of the Almshouse had, as mentidmaceaserved the town in
some official capacity—or their late husbands hedward Cornell, a weaver
who had been church warden in 1734, entered thesldomse in 1751. Whilst in
1753, George Pettit who had served as parish ceeirsd 721 was elected. John
Small, who had served as a parish constable, wagtad in 1770. Seven
percent of the male electees to the AImshouse earearly identified as having
served as parish officers. Widows of other seiwahthe town were also elected
but are often less easy to identify with complaiefdence, however the widow
of George Cockett, a farmer who had served asdahseer (1747) and church
warden (1750-3), was admitted in 1760.

These examples seem to suggest that election #itt&house tended to be
reserved for those who had either served the toveome capacity or who were
seen as deserving of the town’s support in theiag because of the respect that
they had gained in their working lives. Certainnsimes also appear more than
once in the lists of electees, for example theeelaree Pomfretts and two
examples of several surnames. In fact, any exdammaf the life course of
artisans reveals dependence on repeated actscafrdigtory patronage and
sponsorship. It is therefore interesting to nbt the Minutes of the Walden
Almshouse also record one instance where the spohsdfuture inmate was of
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an even more elevated status than a member obwhedoroporation. In 1792 it
was noted that Widow Webb replaced khiely deceased Widow Mackenzie at
the request of Lady Howard. Lady Howard was thie wf Lord Howard who
owned AudleyEnd. It might be speculated that Widow Webb hashtee
member of the staff, or the wife of a staff memla¢rAudley End. She was
probably a native of Saffron Walden and was nowdlooand feeble to be
retained in the househol&’

A place in the Almshouse was not available to disans in their old age, a clear
example of fractionalism among artisans. For tledderly people there were
two possibilities. Some were offered support i fibrm of parish relief. In

1781, for example, William Mynott, one of the Oweess of the Poor, recorded
in the first week of his accounts a payment of sm#éing and sixpence a week to
Leonard Aldersori’® Leonard Alderson was a sawyer whose apprentigéshi
Suffolk and Turner’s charity was recorded in 1776He died in 1783. The
burial registers recorded that he was a patideFhe overseer’'s payments
continued until Alderson died. The week afterdeath his widow is recorded as
being given two shillings and six pence.

Mynott recorded weekly payments to over 60 poomppeancluding Robert
Tyrrell. Robert Tyrrell was a bricklayer and he teceived one shilling and
sixpence. The majority of the payments were madeidows, but there were
also payments to help support children, perhapsetheft orphans. As well as
the regular weekly payments, Mynott also recoraetdental one-off payments
such as sixpence to William Turner, a butcher.

The aim of these payments was to help those in ttest@y in their own homes
and this would have been the way that many artisaded their lives in Walden,
their deaths being recorded in the parish registethose of paupers.

There was, however, a third way that paupers irdéfaimight end their lives
and this was in the town workhouse. The workhause the last resort for the
poor with no other means of support. For themotiteloor parish relief to
supplement their living was insufficient to sustthem, they may even have
been in need of accommodation, and so they entieeadorkhousé’® In June
1783 William Barrett, one of the overseers of themprecorded a total of 71
paupers in the workhouse. The list included theewof Jameand Thomas

*2ERO., D/Q 67/2/1 and 2 Minutes of Walden Almshouse

*3ERO., D/B 2/PAR3/1 Overseer’'s Account Book

> ERO., D/B 2/CHR1/3 Suffolk and Turner's Apprentice

> ERO., D/P 192/1/5/4 Saffron Walden Burial Register

®"® The workhouse was located at the top of Cuckird$fad Street, well away from the centre of the
town.
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Archer, both of whom may have worked in the leatheie and William Webb
who may have been a blacksmith.

It can be seen that at every point in an artiskfie £ourse fractionalism was
present. Some artisans were advantaged from tlyestagt of their careers due
to the circumstances of their birth, others achdenezognition by their hard work
or wereadvantaged by demands within the wider economyesé&tmen moved
upwards within the rank of artisan, some even awigethe style of ‘gentleman’
due to service in the higher echelons of the cafpmm. Others met with little
success, possibly due to the trade to which theyoean apprenticed as a charity
or parish apprentice and may have depended orhpalisf from time to time
throughout their lives, ending their lives as pagppossibly in the workhouse.
The majority of artisans fell between these twao@xies, pursuing a life that was
neither particularly comfortable nor very harsht mobility could be both up-

and downward in the course of an artisan’s lifeaheling on chance and
prevailing economic conditions as well as the haodk and talent of the artisan
concerned. It seems overall that within the antisagment of society life
chances tended to be determined by birth, be itinla@cial position of the father
or sibling position within the family, although ezhtion, locus and connections —
the latter closely associated with the financiaipon of the father — might also
have a part to play in allowing an apprentice ®akrout of traditional
constraints.

\Y Religious fractionalism and mobility

In the preceding discussion of apprentices, lifierses and mobility, allusion was
made to the religious persuasions of some of tigaas concerned. Parish
records can give the impression that the Churdbngfiland was the dominant
faith in the town, but this was not the case. @ailigh the majority of the
population were probably nominally members of th@lklished church, in
Walden the voice of dissent was strong. Indeeweawill see, in the case of
Saffron Walden—and possibly elsewhere--the socidleconomic consequences
of the emergence of dissent in the late seventesamttury is one of the key
features that sets off the eighteenth from pregedenturies. It also imparted a
very distinct character to the town.

The first dissenting congregation in Walden datedifabout 1665, although
their first permanent place of worship, at a pleaked Froggs’ Orchard in

>"ERO., D/B 2/PAR9/4 Lists of inmates of the workbeun the Hemp and Sack Book. The list for June
1783 also includes the name of Robert Mott, who agsenticed by the parish in 1784.
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Abbey Lane, was not established until 1884 Another dissenting congregation
was established in Hill Street in 1711. This wasagregation of Particular
Baptists which met in a property provided by Rolé&tzens, steward of the
Audley End estate. In 1774 a new Baptist congregatas established at the
top of Cuckingstool End Street as a result of assclibetween the then minister
of Abbey Lane, the Reverend Joseph Gwennap, aad @fphis congregation.
The Reverend Gwennap and his supporters establisbatew Baptist
congregation and the Abbey Lane church became €gagonalist.

The Walden dissenting congregations enjoyed thpa@tipf many of the town’s
artisans. The Abbey Lane congregation includecislshoemakers, tailors,
wheelwrights and grocePé’ The populations of the Hill Street a@aickingstool
End Street Baptists had similar compositions. Somaebers of these
congregations went on to serve the town as ovesséehe poor, for example
Abraham Cornell of Abbey Lane in 1744, William Rank 1760 and his son
Thomas in 1763. But they coutebt progress to hold higher offices or become
members of the Corporation for which membershithefChurch of England
was a requirement.

It does not seem that dissenters were particutamgerned to apprentice their
sons to other dissenters, but this was not thewdbkehe other religious
denomination which flourished in Saffron Walderthe eighteenth century, that
is the Society of Friends. For example in1772 tiges Moxon of Balby,
Yorkshire was sent to Old Sampford, a village alsawien miles from Saffron
Walden, to Isaac Bedford? although there is no mention of a trade. In 1785
Atkinson Francis Gibson, son of George Gibson, lenfrom Maldon who had
moved to Walden and begun brewing, returned tor@affvalden with a
certificate of removal from the Balby Monthly Mewgi*®* He had served an
apprenticeship to the Sheffield land surveyors ifill Fairbank and William
Fairbank junior’®? but he was returning to take his place in the fiaimiewing
business.

It was not only Quaker apprentices who travelleddarch of masters:
journeymen also moved around the country to wotk wiher members of their

"8 Rev. Henry PeppeA brief history of Abbey Lane Congregational Chu¢Bhffron Walden, 1900),
p.6

"9 ERO, D/NC 16/1/1 Abbey Lane Church Book

%% Archive of the Friends’ Meeting House, Saffron &, Shelf 3, case C. 1 Friends’ Removal
Certificates

8L ERO., D/DGi F8/19 Atkinson Francis Gibson’s céctite of removal from the Balby Meeting,
Yorkshire

%82 A. Stuart MasonEssex on the Map: The "l8entury Land Surveyors of Esg©&helmsford, 1990),
p.116
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denomination. As mentioned aba¥@, William Impey, a Saffron-Walden-based
brazier, requested a certificate to permit PhH#ifsto from Luton to join the
Thaxted Monthly Meeting, which covered Saffron Waid®* Impey had bought
his freedom by redemption for 120 shillings in atobt20 after arriving with his
own certificate from Little Harrodon, Northamptoirgh®®® Pitsto was joining a
well-established business.

The requirements of trade, however, were not tig r@ason why Saffron
Walden Quakers travelled. John Farmer, the wodt@mmentioned above,
who moved to Saffron Walden from Somerset to furthe trade and then
moved on to Colchester, returned to Saffron Waldesettle his family before he
set off on another sort of journey. Quakers wageired to travel in the
ministry if the spirit moved them and it was foistineason that John Farmer
returned with his family to Saffron Walden. Havisgfttled his wife, daughter
and step-daughter back in Walden in 1710, he $etofiis travels in the
ministry. In 1711 he travelled widely in Englanaddreland before taking ship
for America. He then travelled throughout much/afjinia and Pennsylvania
before returning via the West Indi#. John Farmer made a second journey to
Pennsylvania and appears to have settled there Bisavill of 1724 gavéhis
place of residence as Germantown, PhiladelBfid&armer was not the only
Walden Quaker to travel in the ministry. After Hisath his wife travelled to
Holland and there are also records of two other emmnne Humphreys and
Elizabeth Nottage, as well as William Impey, thaZwer, who travelled in the
ministry between 1740 and 175%.

The travels in the ministry of Walden’s Quakersatis make them the best
travelled of the town’s artisan community, a cakdistinct fractionalism in
itself, arising from religious differences withine group. In their travels they
made many contacts, both business and per3®nal.

83 See above, p.137

%84 Archive of the Friends’ Meeting House, Saffron A&, Shelf 3, case C. 1 Friends’ Removal
Certificates Removal certificate request for PpiHitsto

°% | awrence H. Officer, "Purchasing Power of BritisbuRds from 1264 to 2007.The 2007 equivalent
of 120 shillings is about £796

%8 Archive of the Friends’ Meeting House, Saffron A, Shelf 3, case F Farmer collection

%87 Will of John Farmer, proved January 1724/5. iswill he left all that he had in Saffron Walden t
his wife Mary and anything in America to his dawghAnn who, by this time, was living in Whitechapel
It is not clear why John and his wife lived aparthe later years of his life, but perhaps Mary was
unwilling to make the arduous journey to Germantdeaving behind her two grownup daughters, the
elder of whom appears to have been physically tisah some way.

*®Archive of the Friends’Meeting House, Saffron Waild8helf 3, case F, F4, F10, F9.

%89 Arthur Raistrick Quakers in Science and Industiyew York, 1968), pp. 34, 45, 355. The Gibson
family of Saffron Walden had marriage links wittetAtkinson family of Yorkshire, possibly througteth
same business links which had furnished Atkins@n€is Gibson with an apprenticeship with the
Fairbanks firm of land surveyors in Sheffield.
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The Quaker network was wide ranging compared vigih f many artisans.
The wider geographical horizons of many Quakesani are also evident in
their marriage patterns. Quakers were expecteahtoy a fellow Friend of
similar social and financial standing and many fbpartners through their
travels, preaching, trading and attendance at eylaeind annual meetings
Records of marriages contracted are to be foutiteiMeeting House Archivé'
but the extent of the Quaker network of a singlmamnied Walden Quaker
woman can be assessed from another source, MahjigZiVisitors’ book>%?
Mary was the step-daughter of the much-travellddhJearmer and this may
explain her visitors from some of the more far-fyslaces recorded. Mary
seems to have been disabled in some way and pyotwdigld on her visitors to
keep her abreast of what was going on in the wautdide Saffron Walden. She
kept her book from 1731 to 1758, but it falls itaw parts. Between 1731 and
1740 the journal is kept meticulously, after tlasd so.

In the first part of her journal Mary received fousitors from America, three
women from Pennsylvanfd: and a man from New England, as well as an
unnamed visitofrom Holland>** Within England her visitors came from places
as far afield as Cumberland, Hampshire, Northunainerind Yorkshire. The
greatest number came from Hertfordshire, and frayskn in particular, but
visitors from London were also very common. Jomadkingthorp of

Roystori® is recorded as having visited eleven times inplkisod of time.

These visitors came to Walden for a variety of psgs, for example John
Cranwell of Earith visited three times in a matieweeks in 1738. Perhaps this
was about the time that he married Hannah Burg&aéfron Walden and Mary
Fullbig had been involved in the arrangements? &other visitors probably
were relations and yet others travelling in theistig. The latter explanation
seems the most plausible for visitors from verydaiaeld.

*0 Gillian Cookson, ‘Quaker networks and the indastrdievelopment of Darlington, 1780-1870’ in
Industrial Clusters and Regional Business Netwarksngland, 1750-197@d. J.F. Wilson and A.Popp
(Aldershot, 2003), pp.153-177

*Archive of the Friends’ Meeting House, Saffron WaldShelf 3, Case J Marriages, consent of parents
and meeting

%92 Archive of the Friends’ Meeting House, Saffron &, Shelf 3, Case L Mary Fullbig’s book

93 They were travelling in the ministry, that is prhing, as Mary’s mother had also done.

% Mary’s stepfather, John Farmer, had visited Angetigice and her mother had visited Holland.

S ERO., T/A 904/1 Quaker Digest of Essex Marriagesin Cranwell and Hannah Burgis. The will of
John Cranwell of Earith is dated 1754 (CambridgesRiecord Office, Huntingdon, 18/1/10)
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Home Locations of Visitors 1731-1740
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Chart 10: Home Locations recorded in Mary Fullbigisitors’ Book, 1731-1740

Source: Archive of the Friends’ Meeting House, &aff\Walden, Shelf 3, Case L, Mary
Fullbig’s book

Although Mary continued to record her visitorshe period 1741 until 1758

her recording is less meticulous, although thereislear reason for this change.
Between 1741 and 1758 she received another sesiorsifrom America. Most
of these visitors came from Pennsylvania, the statéhich her step-father had
settled, but Thomas Nicholson came from North Gaaola state John Farmer
had visited earlier in his travels. Visitors conted to come from all over
England, from within Essex and as far away as Calirand Wiltshire, but the
number of visitors from London dropped considerasydid those from Essex
and Hertfordshire. It is possible that Mary dedidie concentrate on recording

visitors from further afield and also that soméhef earlier visitors from nearby
had died.
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Home Locations of Visitors 1741-1758
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Chart 11: Home Locations recorded in Mary Fullbigisitors’ Book, 1741-1758
Source: Archive of the Friends’ Meeting House, &aff\Walden, Shelf 3, Case L, Mary
Fullbig’s book

Some of Mary’s visitors over the life of the joula@e recorded several times.
For example members of the Adkison (Atkinson) fgrfibm Yorkshire visited
in 1733, 1738 and 1757° Other visitors are recorded only once and it seem
likely that these were passing itinerant Quakeaginers who were offered
hospitality on their visits to Walden. Where onlye or two people came from
any given county, it is likely that they too weravelling preachers rather than
part of Mary’s network of relatives and social @sts. The number of visitors
from the American states is somewhat surprisingnwhis considered the
distances these people, some of them women, haglléd. In 1745, for
example, Elizabeth Shipley and Hester White, basmfwWilmington,
Pennsylvania, visited. They were, presumably thagetogether, as were Mary
Pennell and Ann Roberts in 1733. Of Mary’s Amemiegsitors, five out of
eleven were women.

It is not possible to identify the occupations odulys visitors with any degree
of precision, but since John Farmer and William éypvere both artisans, it
seems likely that some, at least, of her visitoesenalso artisans.

% The leading Walden Quaker family of Gibson mariigd the Yorkshire Quaker family of Atkinson,
S0 visits to the town by relations might be expectt is possible that Atkinson Francis Gibson imist
future wife whilst serving his apprenticeship ineiteld and attending the Balby Meeting.
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So it can be seen that in terms of the mobility agniine artisans of Saffron
Walden in the eighteenth century, there was coralide fractionalism as a

result of the differing religious persuasion of geople concerned. This
fractionalism was not only evident in terms ofgedn as such. In the case of the
Quakers in particular, the practices of this religi community also had the
effect of providing them with a very different sétgeographical horizons
compared with non-Quaker artisans. It is cleamftbe preceding evidence that
some members of the Society of Friends at least vegrbetter travelled than
their fellow dissenters or than members of theldistaed church. The nature of
their faith was responsible for this desire anddnieemove around the country,
and, as has been shown, this mobility was notdidnid the male members of the
denomination.

V. Conclusion

It would seem, then, that mobility, in all its vaus guises, was one of the factors
which contributed to the fractionalism within thetisan social segment in
eighteenth-century Saffron Walden.

Geographical mobility—resulting from a variety @uses—had an impact on
fractionalism within the artisan segment of eightbecentury Saffron Walden
society. For those born into the artisan segnagmrenticeship was the
expectation for boys, and some girls, but as dsstigbove not all artisans’
children could expect to be apprenticed in the samgor in the same sort of
locations>®” Parish boys tended to sent away from their hoanisip—some to
nearby parishes, others further afield—to whereaater who would accept them
could be found. The aim was to prevent them baifigther drain on the parish
poor rates through the provision of outdoor reliehccommodation in the
workhouse since under the Act of Settlement of 1884 first forty days served
by an apprentice gained them settlement in theslpavhere this time was
served?®

Boys from the upper tiers of the artisan segméetsbns of more affluent
retailers and those of professional men and tisetggentry, were also likely to
be placed apprentice at some distance from honey, iowever, were more
likely to be apprenticed to masters in larger pmoial towns and in London. In

97 See ‘Geographical mobility — the case of the apiizes’ p. 115
% Bridget Hill, Women, work and sexual politics in eighteenth agriingland (London, 1994), p.87
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Londonthey could expect their masters to be memberseofribre respectable
London Livery Companies”’

Those boys who were placed apprentice under theaassof one of the town’s
charitable schemes might find themselves sent sbst@nce from home — to
London or beyond — but equally they might be plarét a master in a
neighbouring village or in Saffron Walden itselfheir placements were greatly
influenced by the interpersonal links that wereogegl by the town’s hierarchy —
the members of the corporation and the trusteéiseofarious charities. It is fair
to say that some, at least, of these links werescadere the advantages
deriving from the favour of a charity apprenticgsbarly in life was repaid by
the acceptance of similar charity apprentices @nloasiness had been
established® There seems to have been a sense of personaidgepe on and
gratitude to the charity which, it was felt, shoblkel repaid.

The laws of settlement on the one hand and a desis®cial improvement on
the other also resulted in geographic mobility witthe artisan segmefftt As
we have seen aboV&it would appear that the lower part of the artisagment
— those more likely to become reliant on paristrithat some point during their
lives — were also most likely to fall foul of thews of settlement. These people
might be subject to examination and forcible retartheir parish of settlement.
Their fortunes were in decline. Those whose fastuwvere in the ascendant
might choose to seek better employment opportengisewhere. They might
arrive armed with a settlement certificate from tloene parish which promised
to pay any costs that they might incur in the nemigh®®® Others were
welcomed by relatives or employers who would eimtter a bond on their behalf
to pay any expenses incurf®d. The most fortunate were able to rent or buy
property which was subject to parish rates and ¢timesmvent the laws of
settlement altogether. This latter group were ntikedy to be professional men
or the more highly skilled artisans. There is ®gstematic evidence of their

*9D.F. McKenzie (ed.)Stationers’ Company Apprentices 1701-180&ford, 1978). For example five
boys were apprenticed to members of the Staticdbenspany between 1702 and 1783.

S0ERO., D/B 2/CHR1/5 Bromfield's Charity. In 1732iMam Archer was apprenticed by Bromfield’s
Charity to George Warren, a barber and peruke maka&t. Olive’s, Southwark. In 1747 one William
Archer, barber and peruke maker of Lambeth, Suaeggpted William Cater as an apprentice via
Bromfield’s Charity. Eight years later in 1755 toek Robert Daniel as an apprentice under the same
scheme.

91 See above ‘Geographical mobility — artisans atifleseent’ p.135

%92 Geographical mobility — artisans and settlement

93 See above p.136 , the case of Thomas House

94 See above p. 138, the case of John Churchman
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moves but references may sometimes be found irepiogeeds when they
purchased property in Saffron Walden or took outtgages®®

There was one further group which might choosénange their place of
settlement in the furtherance of their careerseséhwere members of religious
groups moving from one community to another as thasase with members of
the Society of Friend®® Quakers preferred to apprentice their sons teroth
members of the Society, and, as mentioned aboeg also married within the
Society or risked expulsion for ‘marrying od¥. Saffron Walden, it might be
claimed, served as a magnet for mobile membetseoBociety of Friends, for
they knew that they would be well-received if fgtimed with the appropriate
certificate from their previous meeting and migh¢@unter old friends
previously met at Annual Meetings, on preachinggaar through business.

Geographical mobility was not, however, the onlysmof fractionalism within
the artisan segment of Walden society. The stagehed within his life course
that an artisan occupied might also affect hisaqusition within the
community. How this operated in the case of appreship has been
summarised above. But mid-life and old age aésw considerable variation in
the position a man occupied within the social oateong artisans.

The middle years of his career might be consid#rese in which a man was
most secure in his standing in the community, lothe larger social order, but
more particularly within the social segment compbsthis fellow artisans. In
what was, in many ways, a face-to-face societytesoporaries would have been
very conscious of their relative fortunes over timgar parallel life courses. In
an ideal scenario he should have become an indepenthster who was
himself training apprentices and employing journegnmand occupying a
position within the organisational hierarchy of t@mmunity, perhaps as an
overseer of the poor or as a churchwarden. Somefanexceeded this.
Artisans such as maltsters, shoemakers and ba&easne mayors of the town
and therefore justices of the peace. They deehesdgelves to have become
gentlemen and were seen as such by their fellomsoven. Others, less
fortunate, began to slide towards pauperdom asiesses failed and illness
struck®®

%% Release and conveyance of aJoroperty in Marketdendeen Mr William Mapletoft, gentleman, and
Richard Burrows, cabinet maker;".3July, 1787 and a mortgage between Richard BureowisSamuel
Cole, maltster, in the sum of £300". 4uly, 1787. MSPenes me

6% See above ‘Religious fractionalism and mobility’1s1

97 See above ‘Religious fractionalism and mobility’

%% See above ‘Life course — mobility among artisan$42
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Fractionalism continued into old age. Some artidaad become wealthy and
were able to live comfortably when too old to wookhers were reliant on their
families or on charity. Itis in the group in rgueof charity that the extent of
fractionalism is most cledP? Some were in receipt of patronage from the ruling
oligarchy of the town and found themselves comfiytaccommodated in the
town’s almshouse; others were forced to seek stmon the overseers of the
poor,either in the form ofveekly outdoor relief or through admission to the
town’s workhouse. It was this latter group whoferdd the ignominy of being
recorded as paupers in the burial registers.

It is interesting to consider at this point whettiex circumstances mentioned
above reflect divergent life-course paths thatinaged in a relatively flat
original playing field or whether the divergent canes of these life-courses
were already inscribed in the opportunities thatensvailable to a child as a
result of the family into which he was born. Camyathose children born into
the more affluent Saffron Walden families had adyethance of being
apprenticed to a trade which would allow them toagate the sort of income
necessary for a comfortable life style and whicluldallow them to move
swiftly up the town hierarchy. For example in 1782xander Ingrey, the son of
Thomas Ingrey—an affluent maltster who twice seragdnayor as well as
being Master of the Almshouse—was apprenticederstim of £60 to Thomas
Browne, a Saffron Walden apothecary who also seageuiayof® Sadly there
are no further records of Alexander which wouldnpieus to see if his
privileged background led to a successful caredrcaric office other than the
record of his interment in the parish church in4 Wth the title of ‘Gent®!
However the records also show examples of boys frare straitened
circumstances who did well and climbed the greads pf civic power.
Butchers, bakers and fellmongers are to be founmhgrthe Mayors of Walden
as well as grocers, surgeons and cabinet makdmvever none of these appear
to have started their working lives as charity appices even if their chosen
careers did involve trades in which their handsdyay! Perhaps it is fairest to
say that birth could set a boy upon the path tdtiwead social standing, but
personal attributes also had a major part to pldyoth career and civic standing
as did his ability to respond to the emergent ofymities in the wider economy.
This was a distinctive sociological characterisfithis period and place
although we should not assume that it is true Igfexiods.

99 See above ‘Life course — mobility among artisans’
®0ERO, T/Z 393/3 Index to Apprentices 1710-1762.
®11 ERO, D/P 192/1/5/3 Saffron Walden Parish regis®usials.
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It can be seen, then, that mobility could be pradgiy motives on the part of
individuals that were primarily economic, socialreligious in nature. In each
case it caused divisions within the artisan segnimttveen those who had and
those who had not; between those who belongegé&rtecular denomination
and those who did not. Within the artisanal segmémich had distinct and
discernable commonalities as argued abd¥each sub-group of artisans had
different expectations of what life might bring the@nd of what status they
might attain; in effect each group therefore exgrered a different way of life.
Mobility, it is true to say, was driven by the maeconomic changes that were
taking place in the eighteenth century and the mwayhich these intersected
with the life-courses of numerous individuals défpended on the contemporary
reading of these changing circumstances and awidudil’s ability to respond
positively to them. Moreover, given the naturetd records, often we can only
just perceive the main contours of the nuanceedifices that would have been
clear to contemporaries. In turn these perceivédrdnces must have helped to
shape different expectations among artisans.

Furthermore, the ability to grasp the opportuniteso avoid the threats posed
by macro-economic circumstances must have depeanté#te perspectives
available to individuals and to groups. The evaeprovided here suggests that
these could have been substantially different antbagarious elements that
constituted the artisan segment of society.

Whatever the cause for the mobility it resulte@dmartisan segment that was
progressively less and less homogeneous over tikeewe have seen above,
members of the artisan segment might be on theeva@rgauperdom or they
might have achieved the appellation of ‘gentlemaltiey might be self-
employed master craftsmen working with a small tedupprentices and
journeymen. Other artisans might be part of acpss economy’—involving
increasingly fragmented stages of production—eittsea craftsman working for
a large scale employer or, in a very few casesptom-industrialist himself.
They might even range across the various subléetigeen pauperdom and
wealth at different points in the course of thaies. They might be members of
the established church, the dissenting congregaboihe Society of Friends.
Their religious affiliation might also have changedhe course of their lives.
But quite evidently mobility was a distinctive facin the differentiation of the
artisan segment of society.

®12See above p.7.
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Chapter 6

Economic fractionalism in the artisan segment in fia@n Walden
in the eighteenth century

Any discussion of economic fractionalism within tréisan segment of
eighteenth century Saffron Walden society begsnalbm@u of questions. The
first, and overarching question, enquires whetkkenemic fractionalism
occurred in a small market town. Subsequent questre concerned with
whether any such fractionalism was determined bytridde or craft that a man
followed; the extent to which personal ability waBuential; and the influence
of other factors such as religious persuasion.

The first question: ‘Did economic fractionalism acevithin the artisan segment
of Saffron Walden in the eighteenth century?’ exh@aps, the most easy to
address. Contemporary commentators saw theirtgasen stratified on&?
Defoe, for example, in 1709, considered that mdgtams belonged in his fourth
degree of societyThe working Trades, who labour hard but feel no tyan
although some might have aspired to membershipeotttird categoryThe
middle Sort, who live welBnd others might have sunk into the sixth category
‘The Poor that fare hard* Some fifty years later in 1756, Joseph Massie’s
more complex categorisation developed to help tscethe taxes that any given
family might be expected to pay, placed artisats tihe fifth and sixth of his
categorie$'® These contemporary observations suggest that Wase
considerable variation in the earning potentiadifferent trades and crafts and
this will be considered at greater length belowaskle’s work, which quantifies
the incomes which tradesmen in the different categ@ould expect to earn,
suggests that there was, without doubt, econoraatitmalism at large among
eighteenth century artisans be they resident irdbanor one of the other main
provincial towns, or in small market towns sucltas$fron Walden.

®13 See above Chapter on Artisans and Class

¢4 Daniel Defoe, A Review of the British Natiorvol. 6, no. 36, (25 June 1709)

615 Joseph Massi&alculations of taxes for a family of each rankgide or class: for one yegtondon,
1756), see above p.59 for further details.
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Was economic fractionalism within the artisan segmef Saffron Walden
society in the eighteenth century determined by trede or craft which an
artisan followed?

Commentators such as Massie and Josiah Tti€kedicate that there was a
considerable variation in the income and statusihin artisan could hope
derive from his work. Indeed Tucker goes so faioasay that anyone could
engage in trade without bringing their family imtisrepute and no-one need
leave off trade in order to be respected as agmath. It is, of course, necessary
at this point to make it clear that the men to whituaker was referring and the
tradesmen in Massie’s fifth category, those in Lamdnd the Country earning
between £40 and £300 a year, were very much thepéras rather than the rule
in small market towns such as Saffron Walden. Hav€ampbell in his ‘The
London Tradesman’ of 174%7 makes very clear the sort of remuneration that
different trades would bring based on the costlatipg a boy apprentice and the
sums deemed necessary to set up as a master.uglithios book was designed
for those aiming to enter the London market, widhme adjustment it gives a
good indication of what might have been the casetmwn such as Saffron
Walden. Thus a cabinet maker might expect to aved somewhere between
£200 and £2,000 to set up as an independent ntaafesman, the former figure
being more likely in a town such as Walden. Cariglmenments that ‘A Master
Cabinet-Maker is a very profitable Trade; espegjallhe works for and serves
the Quality himself; but if he must serve them tlglo the Chanel of the
Upholder, his Profits are not very considerabfeln Walden it is likely that a
cabinet maker such as Richard Burrows would hau&eebfor himself.

A shoemaker, on the other hand, required betwe6@ &fid £500 to set himself
up as an independent master craftsman. Campbetheats that those who
specialised in women’s shoes could expect a begtern and that many country
shoemakers supplied the ‘Sale-Shops’ in Londonusecthe cost of their labour
was so much lowet® It would be interesting to speculate how many of
Walden’s many shoemakers were involved in suchy ard were engaged in a
putting out system akin to that practised by clthin the New Drapery centres
of Bocking and Braintre®® Using the apprenticeship records of Bromfield's

616 Josiah TuckerA brief essay on the advantages and disadvantabehwespectively attend France
and Great Britain(London, 1750).

®17R. CampbellThe London Tradesmahondon, 1747)

618 R. CampbellThe London Tradesmap.171

619 R. CampbellThe London Tradesmap.219

620 ERO, T/Z 27, History of the Bocking Cloth Industpy 54, suggests that the Savill family had 743
pairs of cards for carding wool in the houses dfirsgrs in 1776 and by 1780 employed 145 weavers.
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Charity as a source it would appear that in thet uarter of the eighteenth
century seven shoemakers accepted apprenticesdtieatarity in Walden, in
the second quarter there were five, in the thirargu seven and in the final
quarter nin€?* Some of these shoemakers such as the Barronattid families
accepted more than one apprentice, perhaps suggésdt they were operating
on a somewhat larger scale. There is no evidevaitahle to suggest it, but
perhaps they were working as middle men for sonteet.ondon ‘Sale-Shops’
mentioned by Campbell.

Another way of considering whether or not econofractionalism existed
between different trades and crafts in Saffron Whaloh the eighteenth century is
by a consideration of the wills which artisans.ldftshould be noted at the outset
that only some artisans left wills, others had ssets to leave which merited the
production of will and the executing of it afteetbeath of the testator.
Nevertheless a considerable number of wills dotéarsartisans in the

eighteenth century.

These wills fall into two groups: those grantediyate in one of the local
archdeaconry courts and those where probate wategray the Prerogative
Court of Canterbury. Consistory Court wills wem mcluded due to the small
number of examples dating from the period undesictamation. The distinction
between these two groups is informative in its#itthe property was all within
one archdeaconry then the will was proved in thahdeaconry court. If the
property was to be found in more than one archdegdaut all within one
diocese, then the will was proved in the Consis@owyrt of that diocese. If the
goods were in more than one diocese and valueda than £5, then the will
had to be proved in the Archbishop’s prerogativercwhich for Saffron Walden
was the Prerogative Court of Canterbff% Essentially wills were proved at the
most local court subject to their value.

Of 329 wills proved in the local archdeaconry csuttiose of the archdeaconries
of Colchester and Middlesex, 192 can be identifisdhose of artisans and
traders. A further eight wills are those of wonwgm appear, from their wills, to
have been following a craft or running a busineBse Prerogative Court of
Canterbury saw at least another 95 wills of arggamoved between 1700 and
1850. It is difficult to be precise about the nianbf wills of artisans proved in
the Prerogative Court of Canterbury since althomgist men chose to retain

21 ERO, D/B 2/CHR1/5, Apprenticeship Indentures obBfield’s Charity
622 http://www.nationalarchives.gov.uk/documentsonlivi$.aspconsulted on 26.1.2010
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their trade appellation, others preferred to tdreniselves gentleman in their
wills.®?

In order to assess the extent to which wills cavide a source of evidence of
economic fractionalism within the artisan segmdrgighteenth century Saffron
Walden society, samples of the wills were analysEake wills of various
different types of artisan were studied with tha aif establishing whether
economic fractionalism existed not only between,also within different trades.

The wills of seven different groups of artisand wé considered. The groups
have been chosen to provide a cross section shadl trades. Some trades were
more highly valued and respected than others ageeed by the premiums paid
to place boys apprentice, others were of a lowsustand were more likely to be
in receipt of charity apprentices. The groups ehaare: bakers, cabinet makers,
clock and watchmakers, cloth makers (weavers aralommbers), cordwainers,
maltsters and metalworkers. Cordwainers requinedadively low level of

capital to set up in business and were often tadgtet receive charity and parish
apprentices at low levels of premium. Cabinet makad clock and
watchmakers required a higher level of skill anthomanded higher
apprenticeship premiums. Master craftsmen in theter trades produced
luxury goods commanding high prices. Bakers anthlwerkers occupied a
middle position in any ranking of trades, providiegsential goods to their
community. Cloth workers and maltsters were chdm@ause these two trades
were crucial to the economic life of Saffron Walddrdifferent points in the
eighteenth century, the cloth workers in the eadaat of the century, the
maltsters in the mid to later eighteenth century.

The first part of the analysis considers what ddfees, if any, in the economic
status of artisans can be identified from theitswilThe second stage considers if
any differences can be seen within the wills oihgle trade. At all times it must
be borne in mind that, as mentioned above, the wdl not represent a true cross
section across any trade since many artisans dichake wills because they had
nothing of value to bequeath. We will consider ¢haracteristics of each group
individually before making overall comparisons.

%23 |t seems that it was permissible to use the agip@ti of gentleman provided a man’s peers accepted
the usage.
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i The Cordwainers

The wills of eleven cordwainers, or shoemakersehsen identified in the local
and national archives. The dates at which theswire made range from 1724
to 1826. Wills dating from the early nineteentintcey have been included since
it is reasonable to presume that these men beganatbrking life in the
eighteenth century. The wills were proved betwEe2b and 1830. Of the set of
eleven wills, nine were proved in the local arcludeasy courts and two in the
Prerogative Court at Canterbury.

Because these wills were made at all, it seembyltkat in most cases some
property was involved. This is the case in tethefwills. In some only a
mention of property is made, in others the typeelffiold, copyhold or leasehold,
and the location of the property is given. Sixha wills give the location of the
property and they reveal a scatter throughoutdathttwo references to
Cuckingstool End and two to Castle Street, thell Gtreet, High Street, Bridge
end and Market end.

Other references to property show that some otdhédwainers also held areas of
agricultural land in the vicinity of the town. Qege Pettitt, Thomas Partridge
and Nathaniel Catlin all thought it important tdalkthe acres of land that they
owned.

Details of legacies made show that sums betweestulieg and a total of £125
were deemed worthy of mention. Other details idetuspecified who should
receive the all-important tools of the trade, wegm@pparel, furnishings and
household goods and, in one case, two brass kettles

ii. Bakers’ Wills

Nine wills of bakers have been identified. Six &proved locally and three in
the Prerogative Court of Canterbury. The groupaKers’ wills is unusual in
that it contains the will of a woman, Ruth Rustaedyidow, who was trading as a
baker. The dates the wills were made range fro83 1@ 1832. They were
proved between 1733/4 and 1837.

Seven of the nine wills make reference to propekipst of the property is in the
Saffron Walden area: Gold Street, Cuckingstool &nd Castle Street are
mentioned as locations. Other references do natiamethe location within the
town, but reference is made to two baking offieemalting office and water
mill. The bakers also had property in locationgdrel Walden to bequeath.
John Button makes reference to property in Hadst@tlChesterford, Haverhill
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and Shudy Camps as well as in WalG&nyhilst William Pamplin leaves
property in Fordham and Soham, both in Cambridge&ti Only John Edwards
makes any reference to land. He leaves two aérasble land and some
farming good$?°

Six of the wills make specific reference to legadi® be paid, ranging from
£31.1s to £210 and one makes reference to money.oReferences are made to
the disposition of stock-in-trade, in one case moaitg that the goods are in his
daughter Rachel’s shop, interesting evidence ofdleeof women in trade at this
period®®” Ruth Rusted leaves her baking equipment to heramried daughter,
presumably to provide her with a means of livelih68 Other references are
made to household goods and furniture, wearingrappad a watch.

iil.  Metalworkers’ Wills

This category brings together the wills of blacksy braziers and tinmen.
Eight wills have been identified, five proved Idgaand three in the Prerogative
Court at Canterbury. The wills were made betweg&tland 1827 and proved
between from 1713 and 1839.

Seven of the eight wills make reference to propektyuich of the property is
located in Walden. References are made geneaafiyoperty in Walden, but
specific reference is made to property in Hill 8trAbbey Lane and the Butter
Market. There is also reference to property itlé.vValden, Langley,
Duddenhoe End, Wethersfield, Stirbitch Fair Fi€@dmbridge®*®and the
Minories in London. The types of property mentidmeclude houses, two inns:
the Bell and the White Horse, a nail warehouse&nronger’'s and smith’s
workshops and a foundry. There is one specifierezfce to land.

Legacies range from forty-shillings to over £1,0@pecific items mentioned in
the wills include tools and stock-in-trade, furmguwand a silver bowl.

24 TNA, Prob 11/791, the will of John Button

55 TNA, Prob 11/747, the will of William Pamplin

2 TNA, Prob 11/1232, the will of John Edwards

%27 ERO, 55 CR 17, the will of Abraham Cornell, provEtb7

628 ERO, 347 CR 18, the will of Ruth Rusted, prove8d.7

%29 Stirbitch or Stourbridge Fair Field was the looatbf the annual Stourbridge Fair which attracted
tradesmen from all over England as well as fromrge@s. The property was probably a booth let to
another tradesman visiting the fair.
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iv. Clock and watchmakers’ wills

Six wills of clock and watchmakers with links toféan Walden have been
identified. Of these, one is, perhaps, somewhatr@ous. The will of William
Rogers gives his place of residence as Saffron ¥vadehd his status as
gentleman, but it gives his previous address ast 3ahn Square, Clerkenwell,
Middlesex and his trade as watchmaker. It seeka$ylthat he was the brother
of David Rogers, a Saffron Walden watchmaker wtemlpceased him. There is
no record of the birth of either William or Davidgers in the Saffron Walden
registers so it is not possible to say whetherr8affValden was their place of
origin or whether trade brought David to Saffronliéa and William followed
on his retirement>®

Of the six wills, two were proved locally and faatrthe Prerogative Court of
Canterbury. The wills date from 1729 to 1835.olfate ranges from 1730 to
1838. Four of the six wills mention property, bualy the two listing property
outside Walden given a location: Ashdon and Holborbondon.

Legacies range in value from 6 guineas to £10Gs&ssions specifically
mentioned as bequests include stock-in-trade anddimld effects and, in the
case of John Barton, brewing equipment.

v. Cabinet makers’ Wills

Only three wills of cabinet makers have been idextj and of these, one,
Richard Burrows has adopted the status of gentlémhis will.?** All three
wills were proved in the Prerogative Court of Caotey. They were written
between 1731 and 1832 and probate was granted dretivi82 and 1833.

All three wills make mention of property. Richd@drrows requests that his
unspecified property should be sold to meet higsdabd so forth. It is known
that he possessed a property in King Street or 8tdtkhd Street in Saffron
Walder?®*¥in the course of his life but he may have dispasfatiis property
before writing his will. Samuel Burgis, who pursled his freedom of the town
in 1725/6 for 42 shilling§*Wwas probably an incomer to the town. The price of
his freedom suggests that it was purchased by ngtil@mi.e. he had not served

30 TNA Prob11/1841 Will of William Rogers. A bequéstmade to the Abbey Lane Sunday School
suggesting that the Rogers brothers were noncoigteym

831 TNA Prob 11/1817, the will of Richard Burrows. cRard Burrows was mayor of Saffron Walden in
1796. He and his peers would have credited hirh thi¢é status of gentleman from this point forward
although his trade was that of cabinet maker.

%32 Deeds of property, personal collection.

633 saffron Walden Museum 41507, Freemen
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his apprenticeship in the town and nor was hisefiaghfreeman of the town. His
will shows property held in the Spitalfields ardd_.ondon. John Barham held
property at Holt in Norfolk as well as probably pesty in Saffron Walden.

Samuel Burgis’ will shows legacies totally £120 ishRichard Burrows made
specific reference to silver, plate, china, pictuaed beer and liquor among his
household effects.

vi. Cloth workers’ Wills

Fifteen wills of artisans involved in cloth makihgve been identified, as well as
three wills from the nearby hamlet of Audley Enthe artisans involved in cloth
making included weavers, sometimes called websterslcombers and
woolstaplers. One was a woman, Frances Doughtid@w, and weaver of
swaddling bands. Of the fifteen wills, eight wereved locally and seven in the
Prerogative Court of Canterbury. They were writbetween 1711 and 1784 and
proved between 1714 and 1785.

All of the wills make reference to property, butrsmare more specific than
others. Within Saffron Walden two properties aentioned by name: The
Pinnacles and Black Swan; the other locations raeatl are: Castle Street, High
Street, Cuckingstool End, Long Lane and the BuMarket. Castle Street is the
location most frequently mentioned. Outside Waldesperty is mentioned in
Littlebury, Sewer’s End, Newport and, most surpmgdy, Basseterre in the island
of St. Christophe?f®** The properties mentioned included residentiapprty, a
shop, business premises, a malting and parceésdf |

Legacies left by artisans working in the cloth gadnged from the one shilling
left by Robert Breeri8® to his brother Thomas in 1749 to legacies of ntoam
£1,200 left by John Bunyard in 1761. John Bunyaplected his legacies to be
paid out of his holding of £2,100 worth of stocklire South Sea Compaft.
Other artisans left the tools of their trade susla @air of blades, a winding
wheel, a loom, warping bars and a skillet; as wglhousehold goods, stock-in-
trade, plate and wearing apparel.

634 Basseterre is one of the oldest towns in the ea€taribbean. Today the island of St. Christopier
known as St. Kitts. John Bunyard , in whose vtiél property is mentioned, was not the only Walden
man with property in the Caribbean. Thomas Medt) described himself as a planter of the island of
Jamaica but now residing in the Saffron Waldend dtiel781, some twenty years after John Bunyard.
% ERO, 317 CR 15, will of Robert Breens, 1749

3¢ TNA, Prob 11/817, will of John Bunyard, 1761

169



Hilary Walker
Differentiating the artisan

vii. Maltsters’ Wills

Maltsters’ wills constitute the largest group i ttample. Although malting
grew in importance towards the latter part of tighteenth century, it had been
an industry of some importance in Saffron Waldemfibefore the beginning of
the century. Twenty-two wills of maltsters havebedentified. Ten were
proved in the local archdeaconry court and tweiviine Prerogative Court of
Canterbury. The wills were made between 1702 &3 &nd proved between
1703 and 1837.

Only two wills make no reference to property of &myd. Some wills make
general reference to property in Saffron Waldem dbliers are more precise.
References are made to property in Castle Strexdd, &reet, Bayleys Lane,
Cuckingstool End Street, Market End Street andvaeket Place. Some of the
properties are residential but others are descialsadalting offices. There are
also references to land. Beyond Saffron Wald&reaces are made to
properties in surrounding villages such as Debuéddington, Wenden,
Newport, Great Chesterford and Littlebury, andHartafield in Essex in
Rochford. Beyond Essex there are references feepiwin Hertfordshire and
Cambridgeshire.

Legacies left by maltsters range from £5 to we#trof#4,350. As well as the
legacies, specific bequests include referencegrtotéire and household goods,
sometimes in considerable detail, personal promerty as wearing apparel and
gold rings, china, plate, pictures and chap boo&sjages and stock-in-trade.
Two slightly more unusual bequests were of tentgusuof malt left to his wife
by Thomas Goodwifi’ and twenty dozen bread left to the poor of Walolgn
Edward Allcraft in 173238

The wills of the seven sample groups of artisafer gfossibilities for

comparison and contrast. For example it is possdocompare the average sums
of legacies left by the different trades, althoutdias not always been possible to
assess precisely the legacies left in individudbwi

87ERO, 214 CR 12, will of Thomas Goodwin, 1711
88 ERO, 366 CR 14, will of Edward Allcraft, 1732
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Type of artisan Number of Wills Average size ofdes
Cordwainers 11 £35.29

Clock and watchmakers 6 £36.22

Cabinet makers 3 £40.00

Bakers 9 £67.89

Cloth makers 15 £177.23

Metal workers 8 £194.63

Maltsters 22 £502.33

Table 9: Average legacies left by different arteagroups based on locally
proved wills and wills proved in the Prerogativeu@iaf Canterbury

It can be seen that the legacies left by malt$tadsby far the highest average
and those of the cordwainers the lowest. The sasipé for cabinet makers is
too small to be particularly reliable, especiailyce only one of the cabinet
makers’ wills makes mention of monetary bequeBigen so, it is clear that there
was a significant difference between the averagadies left by cordwainers and
maltsters. Differences in properties left can &ensin the tables for the wills of
the different artisanal groups (See Appendix 1),the different trades can be
compared by examining the percentage of each gutigh left no property and
the percentage of each group with specific refexe¢ache location of property.

171



Hilary Walker
Differentiating the artisan

Type of artisan Percentage leavingPercentage with reference to
property the specific location of property

Cordwainers 91% 45%

Clock and watchmakers 67% 33%

Cabinet makers 100% 67%

Bakers 78% 67%

Cloth makers 87.5% 75%

Metal workers 100% 73%

Maltsters 91% 82%

Table 10: Percentages of different artisanal grongking reference to property
in their wills. (Based on locally proved wills atitbse proved in the Prerogative
Court of Canterbury)

A further comparison which can be made betweeséven sample groups is
not directly related to their economic positiont may have some bearing on
their degree of success. This comparison is opéneentage of each group able
to sign their names on their wills. It should lmerie in mind that the sample
group does not cover all workers in a particuladé;, only those with property of
some kind to leave. If it were possible to incladlevorkers in a trade, the
results for literacy might be different.
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Type of artisan Percentage of sample
able to sign their name

Cordwainers 72%

Clock and watchmakers 100%

Cabinet makers 100%

Bakers 100%

Cloth makers 73%

Metal workers 75%

Maltsters 86%

Table 11: Percentages of each sample group ablgrio
their name on their will. (Based on locally peov
wills and wills proved in the Prerogative Couft o
Canterbury)

It can be seen, then, that the trade to which anasyapprenticed could have a
significant impact on the degree of economic suctest he experienced in the
course of his working life. A cordwainer was uelik to have as much property
or money to leave at the end of his working lifeaamaltster. Indeed many
cordwainers would have had no reason to leavelatalll. It now remains to be
seen as to whether it was the trade alone whidrméted economic success or
failure, or whether the personal qualities of thennsoncerned also had a role to

play.

Was economic fractionalism within the artisan segmef Saffron Walden
society in the eighteenth century determined by gegsonal qualities of the
artisan concerned?

In the section above the role of the trade followead been discussed as a
possible cause of economic fractionalism withindhgsan sector of society in
eighteenth century Saffron Walden. It is now intaot to consider whether
there was also economic fractionalism within anyegicratft.

As seen above the craft which a man followed wasyito have some impact on
his economic success or failure within his workiifg, with those trades to
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which charity and parish boys were apprenticeddtas likely to provide a
comfortable lifestyle. However the lists of mayarsl aldermen of eighteenth
century Saffron Walden suggest that it was poss$drslenen from humble
beginnings to climb the greasy pole of the corponét hierarchy. But this was
not possible without, at least, a degree of finalngecurity. Dinners had to be
attended, toasts drunk and suitable clothing waéththese bore a cost!

Butchers, bakers, weavers, maltsters and at |lea@sslmoemaker make an
appearance in the list of mayors in the compargpothecaries, lawyers,
surgeons, grocers and drap®rsThis suggests that even within the more humble
trades it was possible to make a successful lithngugh hard work and talent.

The wills of the cordwainers examined above doimdtide the will of Robert
Catlin the shoemaker who was mayor of Walden ir0180t they do show a
considerable variation in the economic succeshagd men who thought it
necessary to make a will. The sample containsvithe of two members of the
Catlin family: Johr*® whose will was proved in 1725, and Nathafittlvhose
will was proved in 1786. A study of the baptismegisters for the parish of
Saffron Walden show that Catlins were residenhentown from before the year
1700 and that many of them followed the trade ofla@iner.

As early as 1716, John Catlin junior was taking@pprentice placed by
Bromfield’s Charity®* It seems likely that this was the John whose wals
proved in 1725. He was a literate man who helg@ries in both Cuckingstool
End Street and Gold Street. For a cordwainer to tveo properties at his
decease suggests that John was something morartt@dinary shoemaker. It
Is possible that he had inherited the propertye tédbk the freedom of the town
in 1712/3, paying ten shillings, which suggests dither he was apprenticed in
the town or his father was a freenf4h.The latter seems most likely. He
appears in the 1715 Poll Book as a man entitledte for a knight of the shire
in county elections meaning that he was in possessiat least a forty-shilling
freehold®**

The other Catlin appearing in the sample of willss\iNathaniel. He also took
apprentices placed by Bromfield’'s Charity in theirs of his career. In the
Parish Rate of 1757 his property in the High Stvess valued at £5° A John
Catlin, possibly a brother, is recorded as livingCuckingstool End at this time.

%39 Richard, Lord Braybrooké;he History of Audley En@.ondon, 1836), pp316-7
%40 ERO, 248 CR 13, will of John Catlin, 1725

®41TNA, Prob11/1137, will of Nathaniel Catlin, 1786

%42 ERO, D/B 2/CHR1/5/80, apprenticeship of Matthewritato John Catlin, 1716
643 SW Museum 41507 Saffron Walden Freemen

644 ERO, D/DKw/O2/14, Poll Book for Uttlesford, 1715

®°ERO, D/B 2/PAR11/1, Parish Rate 1757
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Although Nathaniel served as Overseer of the Roa757°*° he does not seem
to have held a higher office. Perhaps he was tsy making money! In the

poll books for 17637 and 1774 Nathaniel Catlin’s name appears as entitled to
vote. He was in possession of the forty-shillirgehold. On his death he held
property in Walden in Castle Street including atmgl in the High Street and in
Market End. The possession of a malting suggkatd\Nathaniel had, perhaps,
diversified in his business interests. By his Heat1785 it seems unlikely that

he was practising the craft of a shoemaker but & lmave managed an
expanding business, perhaps one that contractddoubto shoemakers in a
smaller way of business.

Other members of the Catlin dynasty of shoemakerg Wohn and Hannah.
Both John and Hannah took boys apprenticed by Bedd's Charity, John in
1756 and Hannah in 1774. It seems likely that lahnmas the widow of John
and took over his business on his death, altholliglcannot be proved from
parish registers.

The most interesting of the Catlin dynasty, howewas Robert. He became an
Alderman in 1799 and Mayor in 1800, having takemftieedom of the town in
1799, one of the few to be recorded at this late 3 It seems likely that
Robert Catlin was the possessor of the book ofrela&er’s accounts which has
come to light in the Saffron Walden town archiv®.The volume dates from
1786 to 1814 and lists accounts for sales andnepéadifferent kinds of
footwear. The volume is arranged alphabeticallglBnt and, although it
covers a number of years, the volume of work suggesat more than one
shoemaker was involved. It is possible that RoBGattin was operating a system
much like that of the clothiers of Bocking who putrk out to other artisans
working, on a smaller scale, in their own homeke Tedger certainly indicates
that the area from which clients were drawn waseggxtensive with references
to customers in Finchingfield, Sawston and Lintddoodward suggests that
many master craftsmen were petty entrepreneursswhplied not only their own

®°ERO, D/B 2/PARS8/24, Bastardy Bond of Zachariatbishows Nathaniel Catlin, shoemaker, as an
officer of the town

%47 saffron Walden Town Library, C225, E.324.241, Plod for a Knight of the Shire to represent the
County of Essex taken at Chelmsford on Tuesdaydednesday the 13th and 14th of December 1763
by William Sheldon, Esq., Sheriff.

%48 ERO Library, uncatalogued, Poll for Knights oétBhire to represent the County of Essex, Taken at
Chelmsford on Monday and Tuesday 17th and 18ttoliget1774 by Henry Lovibond Collins Esq
Sheriff, (Chelmsford, 1774)

649 SW Museum 41507 Saffron Walden Freemen and ERB 2IBRE2/3, Register of freemen and
officers

9 ERO, D/B 2/PAR9/2 Shoemaker’s accounts.

175



Hilary Walker
Differentiating the artisan

labour, but also that of their apprentices andrjeymen®* Catlin would appear

to have been operating on a somewhat grander thaademost in his trade.

Robert Catlin was the last of the family to be ilveal in shoemaking. It seems
that he was unmarried and had no children, dyiriBiti7. His brother Martin
was a currier and maltster and Martin’s sons: TrofA@her Catlin and
Nathaniel Catlin did not become shoemakers eiti@omas Archer Catlin
followed in his father’s footsteps as a curfiéand died with the title of esquire
and an estate in Littlebury Gre&H. Nathaniel became a maltster and corn
factor®®* Both Catlin brothers, like their father, becameywor of Saffron
Walden, Thomas Archer in 1819 and 1826 and Nathanik825°>°

Whilst the Catlin dynasty climbed to the apoge&alffron Walden society, other
cordwainers fared less well. Of those leaving lhdmhn Westrop left a legacy
of one shilling to his brother, but there is mentad property. Of course the
really poor, unsuccessful cordwainers did not leas, they had nothing to
leave! George Smith, for example, who was appredtin 1748 to Richard
Pomfrett, cordwainer, by Bromfield’s Charifi?® died of smallpox in 1784 and
was recorded in the parish registers as a paaper.

It would seem, then, that within the trade of caa@ving it was possible to climb
to the top of Saffron Walden society, but it wasogbossible to plumb its depths.
Those who did particularly well in the craft maywhgossessed considerable
business acumen, but the Catlins, certainly, wareqd a dynasty of successful
men who appeared to become increasingly succasgfukach subsequent
generation. Perhaps theirs was not only a cagead skill and business
acumen, but also of being born to the correct fiamil

Since it appears that there was economic fractiematot only between trades,
but also within them in the case of the sampleooflwainers, it is now necessary
to see if this outcome is replicated within othexfts. The crafts of cloth worker
and maltster will be examined because these prdaider samples of wills than
do the other trades mentioned above. (See Appdnyix

%51 Donald WoodwardMen at WorkCambridge, 1995), p.209

2 ERO, D/B 2/TDS1/2/29 Deed of sale of a copyholdsamge known first as the Bull and then as the
Eight Bells in Hill Street, 1816

®33ERO, T/M 404/1 Photograph of map of Littlebury diss at Littlebury Green the property of the late
Thomas Archer Catlin, 1838.

%5 pigot's Directory of Essex, 1839, p.147

%55 Braybrooke Audley Engpp.316-7

8 ERO, D/B 2/CHR1/5/156 Apprenticeship of George Brbly Bromfield’s Charity, 1748

%57 ERO, D/P 192/1/5/4 Saffron Walden Burials, GedBgeith, pauper, of smallpox, 1784
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Of the sample of fifteen cloth workers leaving gjlall made mention of some
kind of property to be left and the vast majorilyceleft specific legacies ranging
from one shilling to some £600. These were mesoaie substance. The two
members of the Allen family both served as churalenas and Edward Allen
was also an overseer of the poor. John Fuller aigyhave been a
churchwarden. None of them, however, became arralth or mayor.

As the century progressed, the cloth trade becdres®importance in Saffron
Walden. The latest date of a will within the saenpt cloth makers is 1785.
Because the cloth trade became of diminishing itapoe in Saffron Walden in
the last third of the eighteenth century it isidiffit to identify cloth workers who
fell into absolute poverty since it is only towatte end of the century that the
parish registers record parish or pauper burialstiaat records kept by the
overseers to the poor are available. It is hataletentify economic
fractionalism within cloth workers in Saffron Waldéan it is within
cordwainers, however it seems likely that it was¢hse, but no clear evidence
exists to support the theory.

As cloth working declined in importance, maltingiieh had been taking place
since before the beginning of the century, grewnportance. The sample of
wills of maltsters, twenty-two in total, dates frdii03 to 1837. Twenty of them
make reference to property, the two which do rmisé of Edward Allcraft®

and Thomas Hill§>° both date from the first third of the century brefonalting
became particularly important in the economy ofttven. The majority left
substantial legacies, although two of them—Thomasdwin, will proved
1711°%°and Uriah Skepp, will proved 1758}, left legacies of only £5 each. One
man, Jabez Wyatt, left legacies totalling £4,350He was a maltster but he also
described himself in his will as being a commona@ewhich meant that he was
producing beer and ale commercially on a largeescal

A number of the maltsters leaving wills served tigials of the Corporation.

Uriah Skepp, Richard Trott and Stephen Smith allesas church wardens,

whilst Edward Allcraft, Thomas Ingrey and Jamest€raall served more than
one term as mayor. Jabez Wyatt, seemingly thestobf the maltsters in the
sample, was unable to take office since he wasak€u Other wealthy

¥ ERO, 366 CR 14, will of Edward Allcraft, 1732

9 ERO, 249 CR 13, will of Thomas Hills, 1724

0 ERO, 214 CR 12, will of Thomas Goodwin, 1711

61 ERO, 107 CR 13, will of Uriah Skepp, 1720

%2 TNA, Prob 11/1069, will of Jabez Wyatt, 1780. 2808 rates £4350 was worth £464,203.29 using the
retail price index or £5,602, 680 using a meastisverage earning®fficer, "Purchasing Power of

British Pounds from 1264 to 2007.Consulted 20.2.2010
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maltsters who did not take civic office were prolyaddlso members of other
nonconformist churches in Saffron Walden.

In all the trades considered, it would seem thadqueal ability and family
background had an important role to play in therde®f financial success that a
man might achieve in the course of his working. lifeis also interesting to
speculate on the importance of literacy, espectalyards the end of the period.
Of the seventy-seven wills included in the tablastifie various trades, only
twelve were made by functionally illiterate mendaof these only one dates
from the late 18 century®®® The importance of literacy will be discussed at
greater length below in Chapter 7.

Some men achieved very considerable success ett@n wilowly ranked trade,
but others, not represented within the sample tfwiting men, fell into

penury, reliant on handouts from local charitid@gomas Scrambler, for
example, was woolcomber who apprenticed his s@encmrdwainer thanks to the
good offices of Bromfield’s Charit$?* Thomas was also happy to receive a
hand-out from the Tollesbury Dole of Cloth in 1768 Other artisans sank
even further into destitution, ending their livaghe Saffron Walden workhouse.

What other factors influenced the existence of patiel economic
fractionalism within the artisan sector in eighteémcentury Saffron Walden?

The importance of the trade that a man followedhat man’s family and of his
own business acumen has been discussed abovaw femains to consider
whether any other factors were influential in detieing whether or not
economic fractionalism existed in eighteenth cgn&affron Walden within the
artisan sector.

The stratum of society from which a man came inftesl the trade to which he
might be apprenticed as discussed above. Men velne grocers or drapers, or
even members of the lesser gentry, were unlikegpfarentice their sons to
humble trades such as those of the cordwaineilor.td&or example Robert
Mapletoft, surgeon, apprenticed his son Robert émfite Pugh of Chelmsford,

%53 william Shelford was an illiterate cordwainer whkosill was made in 1786 and proved in 1789 (TNA
Prob 11/1176) . The existence of a PrerogativeriQufuiCanterbury will suggests that his illiteraogd

not been too much of an impediment to businessesscc

%4 ERO, D/B 2/CHR1/5/120, Apprenticeship of JamesSier, 1731/2

8% saffron Walden Museum, uncatalogued
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surgeon, in 1768. The premium paid was £100, g e@nsiderable sufft® The
Catlin family, on the other hand, were happy tontan the family dynasty of
shoemakers for much of the eighteenth century.y Hlael found their niche and,
although it was a humble trade, they were makingewat it as the property left
in their wills indicates. The Index to ApprentibgsIndentures shows that in
1737 John Catlin, the son of John Catlin, shoemakas bound apprentice to
Samuel Pilkington of Saint Saviour’s, Southwarlgestmaker for the sum of
£2°7 £2 was not a large sum, but the apprenticeshippsaperly registered, not
one organised by a charity. Perhaps John Cathimisthought there was a
trading advantage to be gained by apprenticingdristo a London shoemaker.
Campbell indicated in his 174he London Tradesmahat many country
shoemakers were involved in supplying shoes td tmelon markef®® Maybe
Catlin senior was capitalising on such a link opihg to establish one.

Children whose apprenticeship was paid for by eithe parish or one of the
town charities had little or no choice about tteglé to which they were
apprenticed. Premiums were kept to a minimum amdurs were called in to
find places for children who might otherwise becaargrain on the town’s
resources.

Although the trade to which a boy was apprenticeghtrbe influenced by his
social background, it would seem that it was hisqeal qualities which decided
whether or not he would make a success of his trade

Another factor which had a degree of influence @he@ice of trade was the
religious persuasion of the family concerned. A from a nonconformist
background could not enter any of the professiomshvrequired attendance at
university such as physician, rather than surgeobarrister, nor could he aspire
to a civil service post such as an excise manisRogh as these required a man
to show proof of attendance at a Eucharist sewfdcke Church of England in
the form of a Sacrament Certificate: consciencggted nonconformists from
doing this. Since they were barred from both a@#ece at university and entry
to the professions, boys from Baptist and Quakekdpaunds, of whom there
were many in Saffron Walden, were forced to loakdduture in trade or in
those professions which did not require a Sacra@ertificate. As noted

above®®® nonconformity was also a bar to holding civic ofi

%% ERO, T/Z 393/3 Index to Apprentices’ Indentures

7 ERO, T/Z 393/3 Index to Apprenticeship Indentures

658 R. CampbellThe London Tradesmghondon, 1747), p.219
9 See above, p.53
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Boys from nonconformist families were apprenticeatfull range of trades.
Boys from Quaker families were often apprenticedtteer Quakers through the
strong networks established through travellinghe ministry and attendance at
the Yearly Meeting§’”® Quakers took particular care of the members eif th
meetings. Advice was provided to young people isgeto set up in business
and assistance was available to those who fellbod times through misfortune.
Those who failed through incompetence were, howexewed less
charitably®’* In Saffron Walden, as will be seen below, the mfl
nonconformity in the development of trade and amitvegartisan segment of
society was considerable.

Some nonconformists, particularly Quakers, devalopry successful
businesses in Saffron Walden. The leading Quakmailies were closely linked
by marriage and trading links and included the Wgat Gibson families.
Zacharias Wyatt, whose will was one of those inddwaple of men involved in
cloth working, was a successful weaver. By higldéa had considerably
enhanced the status of his family since he mendigneperty in his will having
only inherited £20 and a share of a property intl€&reet in the will of his
father, Thomas. The main property, Little Paintdraving been left to his elder
brother, Thoma&’® His son, Jabez, described himself in his wilhaommon
brewer, maltster and weaver. He who left over @3 @orth of legacies. His
first trade was that of his father, weaving, butrescloth trade declined he
moved into malting and brewing. This was a comnaatic of Quakers. They
spotted opportunities and capitalised on them.

It was certainly true of the Gibson family. Geofgson, a miller, came to
Walden from Maldon and set up a business in thekdtd?lace. The Gibson
family moved into malting and then into brewingawihg developed a very
successful brewing business three members of theo@ifamily—Atkinson
Francis, Wyatt George and Jabez Gibson—then matedanking together
with Thomas A. Catlin and Nathaniel Catlin. Theanlk, Gibson and Company,
Saffron Walden and North Essex Bank, became otigediorerunners of
Barclays Bank’?

Not all nonconformists were as successful as thattdyand the Gibsons, but it
would seem that religious persuasion may well ek an influence on the
development of economic fractionalism within thisan sector of Saffron

670 James WalvinThe Quakers, money and morél®ndon, 1997), p.81

671 E.D. BebbNonconformity and economic and social (fmndon, 1935, reprinted Philadelphia, 1980),
p.59

"2 EROQ, 265 CR 13, will of Thomas Wyatt, 1725

673 Anthony Tuke and P.W. MattheWhe History of Barclays Bank Limit¢dondon, 1926), p.174

180



Hilary Walker
Differentiating the artisan

Walden society. This local study certainly confirthe broader picture of the
economic role of dissent in the eighteenth century.

Conclusion

On the basis of the material available in the $affValden Town Archives and
other associated archives it would seem that ecanivactionalism did, indeed,
exist among artisans in eighteenth century SaWk@hden. Some trades reaped
higher rewards than others. A successful maltstetoth worker was likely to
earn more than a cordwainer, although there wevaya exceptions. The fate of
the exceptions was influenced by other factors sischersonal business acumen;
family position, for example in the case of thedwaining Catlins; or religious
denomination: Church of England versus nonconfdrdesominations and
Quakers in particular.

For the purposes of comparison a sample of wiismfBocking, today part of
Braintree and Bocking, a settlement some twentg-firles south east of Saffron
Walden specialising in the production of clothhe eighteenth century, for the
period 1700 to 1800 was also considered. The motaber of wills available
was smaller than for Saffron Walden, about 130svafl craftsmen and
shopkeepers proved at the local level and thirtyeseat the Prerogative court of
Canterbury. There was a smaller number of willsmtlwainers and maltsters
because of the concentration on cloth making: aertleee cordwainers and five
maltsters; but there were sixteen wills of wea¥eym the period. The wills of
clothiers and wool factors have not been includethbse it is not always
possible to determine the scale of their operations

The wills of the cordwainers show that two mentspecific properties and one
properties in general. Francis Frank, whose walswroved in 1773, left a
messuage and a legacy of%5.Henry Gentry left a messuage and shop in
Church Street and five further freehold messuagéisa same street. He also left
a specific bequest of £10 in his will of 1784.No cordwainers from Bocking
had their wills proved in the Prerogative CourGainterbury.

67" ERO, D/APb W3/191, will of Francis Frank of Bockinl773
7> ERO, D/APb W3/245, will of Henry Gentry of Bockinj784
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Of the five wills of maltsters, three were provadhe Prerogative Court of
Canterbury. Nathaniel Boosey, Thomas Candler amdu@l Tabor were men of
considerable properfif® John Beckwith and Thomas Beckwith both also left
property®”’ John (1755) also left pieces of silver and Thofi&47) a bequest
of £4.

Bocking was a settlement specialising in the prédaof cloth even towards the
end of the eighteenth century. The sixteen weawelts show two were proved
in the Prerogative Court of Canterbury, those @hard Betts and Joseph Potter.
Betts’ will was proved in 1720. He left four leaaséd properties in Church Lane
and one freehold messuage in Bocking Street. steleft legacies of £50s27°
Potter’s will was proved in 1737 and mentions gprty in Church Lane,
Bocking and legacies totalling £266. Of the fourteen wills proved locally, ten
made reference to property and eleven to legaaregimg from 18to £40.

These three samples of Bocking wills confirm thetyme of economic
fractionalism among artisans found in Walden. tAd men mentioned above
had felt it necessary to leave a will because efptoperty they possessed, but
there were differences not only between the varimages but also within them.

It would seem, then, that economic fractionalisns wdact of life within the
artisan sector of society in two settlements irtmarest Essex in the eighteenth
century for the reasons discussed above: diffegoti between trades and
within trades as a result of the business acumémeohdividual, the
circumstances of their family and their religiowesguasion.

78 TNA, Prob 11/1005, Nathaniel Boosey, 1775; Prbi123, Thomas Candler 1784; Prob 11/1115,
Samuel Tabor, 1784.

577 ERO, D/APb W3/100, will of John Beckwith, 1755R8, D/APb W3/53, will of Thomas Beckwith,
1747

68 TNA, Prob 11/577, Richard Betts, 1720

69 TNA, Prob 11/683, Joseph Potter, 1737
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Chapter 7

The impact of religious fractionalism, literacy angender on
the artisan segment in Saffron Walden in the eighteh century.
Did religious persuasion matter?

The impact of religious persuasion on the econameumstances of the artisan
segment of Saffron Walden society in the eighteentitury has already been
discussed® That strand will be further explored below, adl thie extent to
which religious persuasion impacted on other facethe life of eighteenth
century artisans.

The religious make-up of the town

As mentioned above in Chapter 2, the religious mgkef the population of
Saffron Walden was by no means homogeneous. Tew@s dominated by
the Anglican Church of St. Mary the Virgin—one bétlargest parish churches
in Essex. Itis likely that the majority of theagdation subscribed, at least
nominally, to the established church, because $ iwaheir economic and
political interest so to do. The possession cdi@ament certificate was
necessary for election to the Corporation, for exanbut the holding of such a
certificate did not necessarily imply a firm beliefall the tenets of the
established church so much as a willingness tebe ® subscribe when it was
expedient to do so. No doubt a part of the popariavas devoutly Anglican but
a very significant proportion of the populationdrajed to one of the several
nonconformist churches to be found in the town. eNidlence of members of the
Roman Catholic or Jewish faiths has been fountpalih a few miles into
Saffron Walden'’s rural hinterland old-establishextt®lic families were still to
be found, such as the Wisemans at Broad&4ks.

Within the eighteenth century town there were titiéferent Independent
Chapels and a Meeting House for the Society onidse In the 1690s an
Independent Meeting House was built in Abbey Lame laurial ground was laid
out for its members. William Paine was appointastpr®® The first Baptist

%80 See above, pp.179-181

%81 Broadoaks lies to the west of the road to Thaxtest,beyond the hamlet of Howlett End, Wimbish.
The remaining wing of the house contains a finegtrhole which gave shelter to Father John Geeard,
Jesuit priest, in 1591http://www.tudorplace.com.ar/Bios/JohnGerard.lftonsulted 2.3.2010). The
occurrence of this priest hole is in keeping withid Bossy’s picture of the retreat of Catholicisioithe
great country houses where families still adhecetth¢ ‘old faith’. See hi¥he English Catholic
community, 1570-185@Q.ondon, 1979).

%82 C.B. RowntreeSaffron Walden — then and npom49.
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meeting place was established in Hill Street,fafthat purpose in the will of
Robert Cosen®? Steward of Audley End. Cosens died in 1728 ardatttounts
of the trustee acting for Mr. Cosens’ donation slioat the meeting house was
in operation by 173%* From around 1711 the meeting had been held in the
house of John Catlin in Gold Street. A new meetiagse was built in about
1792 on ground behind the house left by Mr Cosdiigs congregation was part
of the Free Will or General Baptist group.

A further Baptist Chapel was established at thetjon of Cuckingstool End
Street and Bailey’s Lane in 1774 on land donatethbyFuller family. This
chapel was the result of a schism which occurrédeafbbey Lane Meeting.
The minister, Mr Gwennap, and a considerable datteocongregation departed
to found a new congregation which became knowhatJpper Meeting
House®®
The Quaker Meeting was established in a house aki@gstool End Street in
1676 although such meetings were illegal at the titmdeed in 1682, as
mentioned abov&® the churchwardens’ accounts record thtatwias paid for
‘nailing up the Quakers’ doof®’ It was not until 1693, under the terms of the

Toleration Act®® that the meeting was granted a certificate officlicensing
it.689

The emergence of such a wide range of nonconfoouaiggregations was not
unusual among local market towns of a similar sReyston on the
Cambridgeshire Hertfordshire border, for exampésl & Quaker meeting dating
from the mid-seventeenth centffyand an Independent congregation (1706)
which, like Saffron Walden, underwent a secessasulting in an Old and a
New Meeting®®* Meanwhile in Linton there had been a Quaker mgetihich
had faded away by the late eighteenth cefitéiyhilst the Independent chapel

flourished although it experienced numerous diffies °** Bishops Stortford

83 TNA, PROB11/629, will of Robert Cosens, 1729.

84 ERO, D/B 2/NCF 1/4, Accounts of the Acting TrusteeMr. Cosens’ Donation
%% See above Chapter 2, p.37.

%% See above Chapter 2, p.38.

%87 Mary Whiteman, “The early days of the Saffron Waldneeting”, (Unpublished, no date)
®88 1 Will. & Mar. c. 18, Act of Toleration, 1689,

%89 Mary Whiteman, “Saffron Walden Meeting”

69 A Kingston,A History of RoystofRoyston, 1906), p.155

91 william Urwick, Nonconformity in Hertfordshiré_ondon, 1884), p.814

%92 CRO, R59/14/11/10c, rentals of 1725 and 1793.

% CUL, EDR B8/1
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similarly had a Quaker Meetifitf and an Independent Chapel. Religious
695

provision in Sudbury is discussed in greater détlibw.
It is clear that small market towns such as theseewiinding it necessary to
make provision for sufficiently large numbers ohogonformists at this period to
require the building of a range of meeting housekthat in Saffron Walden and
Royston at least such building works continued thtolast quarter of the
eighteenth century. Non-conformity in these towppears not to be on the
wane. Indeed in Bocking in a survey of the inheaiitid conducted in 1793 under
the auspices of the Overseers of the Poor, 730eaaye recorded as being
dissenter§?® Since the total population of Bocking at this¢imas 2,923, this
suggests that one in every four individuals wasgtheded as a dissenter by the
person, unknown, conducting the surégy.

Religion and the Economic Success of the Artisarg8eent of Saffron Walden
society

Much has already been said in the chapter on ecarfoactionalism about the
relationship between nonconformity and the econgmosition of Saffron
Walden'’s artisan segment. However it is importargxamine the relationship
between nonconformity and the economic succesailoré of eighteenth
century artisans in greater detail because ofigie that a more detailed
discussion can shed on the lives of artisan mendie3affron Walden society.

As has already been discussed, in eighteenth gegaifron Walden there were
a number of factors which helped to influence whethr not an artisan was
successful in his calling. Of these it is possthia religious persuasion had
some effect. As we have seen, possession of ar8ant Certificate was
necessary to gain preferment within the Corporatibms, of course, possible
that amongst the nonconformist artisans there wene who were prepared to
receive the sacrament once a year in order tofgdati civic office whilst
normally attending nonconformist chap&l$.Otherwise the highest office open
to a member of a nonconformist church was thawvefseer of the poor. This

%94 william Urwick, Nonconformity in Hertfordshiré_ondon, 1884), p.706

%% See below, pp.237-8

9% ERO, D/P 268/18/2 Survey of the Inhabitants of lBog, 1793. See below Appendix 6 for further
information about the survey.

%97 The accuracy of this count cannot be certain amdsithe reason why it was made, but at face vialue
suggests a strong presence of non-conformity irkiBgcat this time.

9% See above, current chapter, p. 179
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was a time-consuming office with less pomp anduritstance attached to it than
the offices of churchwarden, alderman or mayorusT& nonconformist artisan
was likely to have less civic calls on his time avas, perhaps, able to devote
more of it to his craft. On the negative sideditenot have the chance to
establish the connections in the upper echelo@atifon Walden society that
might be available to senior members of the Corpmra

The nonconformist artisans will be discussed in gn@ups: those who were
members of the Independent and Baptist commurahesthose who belonged to
the Society of Friends. The distinction is necesbacause the Society of
Friends operated a distinctly separate systemariauic support and advice.

I The Independents and Baptists

By the end of the eighteenth century the Indepetsdemd Baptists operated
three meeting houses in the town: those in Abbeyela Hill Street and at the
top of Cuckingstool End Street. In 1774 the Baptisister, Gwennap, was
barred from his pulpit at Abbey Lane. He left stablish a new congregation,
the Upper Meeting House, taking 69 members ofdrimér congregation with
him.

So who were the argumentative dissenters at Ableg land the Upper Meeting
Houses? The available records, in the form ofrmfdion about the membership
of the Abbey Lane Meeting comes primarily from &t@ch Book’ of 1774

which includes a church roll and a covenant madmésnber®® and from an
earlier similar volume which includes a roll of mieens from the 1740s and lists
of admissions as well as accoufffs.Records for membership of the Upper
Meeting are to be found in a Church Book datingnfrb/ 75, the year after the
founding of the new meetif§* An examination of these records reveals that the
Abbey Lane Meeting was attended by a cross seofi@affron Walden society.
The list of names for the 1740s shows a group wa@waen the title of ‘Mr’,
presumably placing them at least in that part ofedg known as the ‘middling
sort'”’%? although their names are not familiar from othemrords of the town. It is
possible that these ‘gentlemen’ travelled into Reaff\Walden from the
surrounding villages. There are also a substamtialber of widows, thirteen out
of a total of 69 members of the congregation, &19Moreover a number of
women are named in their own right rather thanassihe wife of a church

%9 ERO, D/NC/16/7/6 Abbey Lane ‘Church Book’ 1774

" ERO, D/NC/16/1/1 Abbey Lane Church Book, 1743-1775

"I ERO, D/NC/23/1/1 Church Book of the Upper Meetituse, 1775-1912

920N which see Margaret R. HuMjddling sort: commerce, gender and family in Emgla1680-1780
(Berkeley, California, 1996) and Jonathan Barry @hdistopher BrooksVliddling Sort of People
(London, 1994)
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member. It has not been possible to identify \aitly degree of certainty the
occupations of most of the men listed. Only sigegred in the list of tradesmen
serving on Grand Juries at the Quarter SesSfSmsd of those the trades of only
three can be ascertained: John Green who was detuand glazier, Job
Shackley a yeoman and Abraham Cornell a baker.

A little further information about some of the gamhembers of the Abbey Lane
Meeting can be gleaned from an examination ofitte of the names of those
men who took the Oaths of Allegiance and Suprena&eorge | in 1715. The
list is divided into three parts with the Mayor ahé most powerful members of
the Corporation heading the first part of the ¥4t Seven names from the list of
early members of the Abbey Lane Meeting appednerQath list of 1715. They
fall neatly into two groups. Three are to be foumthe first group, the group
that took the oath on the first occasion. Thisugroncluded the most powerful
men of the town, and among them were three IndepdatBaptists: John
Reader, Thomas Fuller and Abraham Cornell, a bakem part of this group.
From the fact that they signed the oath at the daneeas the Mayor, it seems
likely that these were prominent citizens. It asgible that John Reader was a
cordwainer, presumably one of some distinction, thiatl Thomas Fuller was a
webstef®® who later took the title of gentlem&?. His family owned a ‘mansion
house’ at Bridge End and Thomas Fuller servedtasstee of various charities
as well as overseer of the poor in 1788The Fuller family was later involved
in funding the building of the Upper Meeting House.

Abraham Cornell, the third member of the group, wdsker by trade. He
served as overseer of the poor in 1741. In 175#d%eliving in a house in the
High Street rated at £8° This property was in the middle range of rated pa
where the lowest was non-payment and the high&stadithough the latter
included substantial amounts of land. In his wlleft two houses, the stock of
goods in his daughter Rachel’s shop, his own siodkade and sums of
money’®®

Both Abraham Cornell and Thomas Fuller were emtiteevote in the 1734 poll
for a knight of the shire to represent Es§8xhis meant that they held a
freehold with a minimum value of forty-shillings$n fact the property they held

S ERO, D/B 2/QSS1/8-214 Jury Lists

94 ERO, D/B 2 /QSS2/3 List of those taking the oath 715

"SERO, D/B 2/3/264 Lease of Almshouse property, Tastuller was one of the trustees.
" ERO, D/P 15/25/57 Appointment of new trusteesGaces Charity in nearby Newport.
"°TERO, T/A 327/1 Borough of Saffron Walden Generatdunt Book, 1587-1792
"®ERO, D/B 2/PAR11/1 Parish rate 1757

" ERO, 55 CR 17 Will of Abraham Cornell proved 1767

"OERO Library, uncatalogued. Poll for a knight loé tshire 1734
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was significantly more valuable than that. Theyevaffluent men but were
unable to hold a higher office than overseer bexafisheir nonconformist
religious persuasion.

The second set of men belongs to the third grouyaofes in the list of oath
takers. An examination of this group of men shtved they were
predominantly artisans. Some were qualified teesas members of grand juries
at the Saffron Walden Quarter Sessions, others mareThe trades they
practised ranged from wheelwright to woolcombepnfrtailor to miller. The
four members of the Abbey Lane Meeting who signedath in 1715 were
Edward Bentley, Thomas Scrambler, John Warner ahd Green. John Green
can be definitely identified as a plumber and gdgzne took his freedom in
1723/4™ while Edward Bentley”* and Thomas Scrambléf may have been a
woolcombers. John Warner may have been the JolnéMaho took his
freedom as a glover in 1709/19.

Of these four men, Thomas Scrambler is, perhapantyst intriguing. In 1715
he was of sufficient status in the town to sign@ath but by 1750/1 he was
listed as receiving the Tollesbury Dole of cléthone of the charitable donations
of the town, which suggests that he was eitherlgide had fallen on hard times.
In the same year he was elected to the AlImsh88s€o be elected to the
Almshouse meant that, although elderly or infirm,still had either sufficient
status or sufficiently powerful friends to be grahbne of the coveted places.

It is interesting to note that in the same yeaB11'dohn Green was also elected
to the Almshouse. It would appear that memberehgpnonconformist church
did not, in Saffron Walden at least, preclude disan from admission to one of
the precious places in the Almshouse.

The rest of the membership of the Abbey Lane Mgatirthe 1740s cannot be
identified as following any specific trades. Ifgssible that many of them were
day labourers rather than qualified artisans. @t at this time the Abbey
Lane Meeting drew its membership from a cross geaif Saffron Walden
society rather than one social segment in particbla regrettably there simply
is not sufficient evidence to tell whether the deobf the membership of the
meeting paralleled that of the town as a whole.

"1 3affron Walden Museum, 41507, Freemen

"2ERO, D/P192/1/4 Baptismal records

"BERO, D/IQ 67/2/1-2 Male electees to the Almshouse
4 SW Museum 41507

"5 3affron Walden Museum, uncatalogued

"®ERO, D/Q 67/2/1-2 Male electees

188



Hilary Walker
Differentiating the artisan

The list of members of the Abbey Lane Meeting wigmed the Confession of
Faith drawn up by Mr Gwennap in 1761 gives anosimaipshot of the
membership of the meeting. The people who sigheddnfession were Baptists
rather than Independents, and when the schismmctarfew years later,
agreement to the Confession became a requiremepédple wishing to join the
Upper Meeting. It would also appear that they waar®ng the most active
members of the congregation because many of the sames appear in support
of the registration of the houses of first Thomaskn and then James Ratcliff
as places of worship for the Independent congregAtl Of the twelve men
named in the original Confession of Faith, five &gdeacons of the church. The
occupations of eight can be identified. All wefdhe artisan or yeoman
segments of society. Their trades included a graxd tallow chandler, perhaps
the most affluent of them, two yeomen, a maltstdyaker, a jobber, a
webster/woolcomber and a taildf.

Later records from Abbey Lane show a similar pattéhere a trade can be
identified, which, sadly, is not frequently, the mm@ers again are drawn from the
artisan and yeoman segment. The inability to ifletite trade of many of the
members of the Abbey Lane congregation may nohbeaee. It is possible that
the many of the male members of the congregat@anicplarly those not
identified as deacons, were either drawn from tlsestors of society who did
not qualify to be chosen as part of the Grand duryere young men—
journeymen and apprentices—rather than mastesanaft and shopkeepers, as
well as husbandmen from the edges of the towis Hot possible to prove this
hypothesis from the extant records but the idetartbaconformist congregations
were drawn from the younger part of the populaisoan attractive one,
especially when the enthusiasm with which the cegations had embraced
literacy is considered. Perhaps the young peoplevad once attended the
town’s Charity School were attracted to the nonoamist congregations once
their attendance at the services of the establishecth, required whilst still
Charity School pupils, ended.

It is interesting to note that 69% of the membisted as having been admitted
between 1775 and 1888were women. Some are accompanied by their
husbands, but many are listed on their own. Ajpanh one with the title of
‘widow’ it is not possible to say whether they waragle women or not. It

would seem that the Independent Church at Abbe lbad a number of artisans

""ERO, D/B 2/QSS2/19/1-67 Session Books and Rol& 17

"8 ERO, D/NC 16/7/6 Church Book, Abbey Lane, 1774nbimed with evidence from other sources
such as ERO, QSS1, Grand Jury Lists and other estdef trades.

"9 ERO, DINC 16/7/6 Church Book, Abbey Lane, 1774
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amongst its members, but women were even more comiavidence does not
exist to be able to say definitively that these worwere also drawn from the
artisanal segment of society, but it is likely ttids was so.

It now remains to be seen whether the pattern he&sdame for the two Baptist
churches: the Upper Meeting and the Hill Streegeneral Baptists. Records for
the Upper Meeting date from the schism under tls¢opate of Rev. Gwennap in
the 1770s. Those for the Hill Street Chapel datkljurther: lists of trustees
start in 1728%° The nature of the Hill Street Baptist Chapel—itsipart of the
General Baptist Movement and was linked with megstim Melbourn and
Fulbourn, Cambridgeshire—meant that the trustees wat all drawn from
Saffron Walden. Three, however, can be definigsisociated with Saffron
Walden: Joseph Eedes a maltster, Scarlett Moodgaavev and Thomas
Headland a substantial yeoman.

In addition to the other records for the Hill Strebapel there are accounts and
lists of baptisms and of members joining after 1798e baptisms and members’
lists permit the occupations of a few of the meraludrthe congregation to be
identified: a carpenter, a glover, a currier, guadler and a shoemaker. These
are not trades likely to generate large incomd®aljh Thomas Erswell, the
victualler, had amassed sufficient wealth thatwilsrequired to be proved in the
Prerogative Court of Canterbuf§%. The accounts give a far longer list of names
of artisans who provided goods or services to tileStteet Chapel between
1732 and 1800 It seems likely that the trustees of the chapmild have
chosen to patronise men who were in sympathy \uiir particular brand of the
Baptist faith but this cannot be proved unlesseh&isome connection between a
tradesman mentioned and a member of the chapét. wls the case with John
Crussell, a carpenter, whose services were employ®800. The members’ list
shows that a Mary Crussel became a member of th&tret Baptists in

1795/%

Records for the Upper Meeting of the Baptists beaftar the schism of 1774.
They include a church book showing the membereethurch at its inception,
a list of people joining the communion subsequealig a list of births
associated with the meetifig.Although it is not possible to associate
occupations with the majority of the people onltkis, where this has been
possible it shows that artisans and shopkeepargetban important part of the

"2ERO, D/B 2/NCF1/26 Account of the proceedingshef trustees for the donation of Robert Cosens.
"?LTNA, Prob 11/1335 Will of Thomas Erswell, 1798

"2 ERO, D/B 2/NCF1/14 Accounts of Hill Street Chapel

"2 ERO, DINB/24/3/1 Hill Street Baptist Chapel, Regiof births, baptisms and burials etc.

"2YERO, DINC 23/1/1 Church Book belonging to the Ndeeting 1775 and ERO, D/NC 23/3/1
Congregational Register of Births associated withWpper Meeting, Saffron Walden, 1782 onwards.
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congregation. Occupations included bakers, brazoarpenters, millers,
shoemakers and weavers, as well as a liquor mdraehdra stationer. Other
members of the congregation may well have beerulalbe and apprentices. Itis
interesting to note that in the original list of migers of the church all appear to
have had some level of literacy since all signeir thames with greater or lesser
degrees of fluency, including the women. The santrie of the people who
signed the Confession of Faith in 1775 which laegame a condition of being
accepted into the congregation. It is interestingpeculate if nonconformity,
whether Independent or Baptist, appealed partigulampeople with a desire to
better themselves, be it through acquiring themedits of an education or
through hard work in a tradé

ii.  The Society of Friends or Quakers

The Quaker Meeting House lay in Cuckingstool Emé&t as it does today,
although Cuckingstool End Street is now the Higle&t As mentioned above,
it had been established in 1676 and was licensadoéece of religious worship
in 1693. Unlike the Independents and BaptistsQbekers had only one
meeting house, but their influence spread througtimtown.

The Quaker meeting in Saffron Walden was part effthaxted Monthly
Meeting, which, in turn, reported to the Annual Meg held in London. The
structure of the Society of Friends with its Qudytand Annual meetings meant
that members of the Saffron Walden meeting hadsascwea network of business
contacts across the country that were not baséghship alone.

A number of commentators on the social and econootécof the earlier
members of the Society of Friends have remarkea dmange in the social strata
from which members were drawn as the eighteenttucgprogressed. Richard
Vann argued in the 1960s that rather than a ‘risea lower-middle-class
obscurity into upper-middle-class respectabiffyQuakerism saw a contraction
in its originally broad social range, becoming ‘bgepis’ in both the sense of
middle class and concentrated in toffsJudith Hurwich, on the other hand,
suggested that, based on her studies of QuakersthadNon-conformists in

% For discussion of literacy amongst the artisamssg of Saffron Walden society in the eighteenth
century, with specific reference to the link betwe®nconformity and literacy in this group, seeohel
‘Literacy and the Artisan’p.192ff.

% Frederick B. Tolles, writing in the introduction William C. Braithwaite,The Second Period of
Quakerism2"edn.prepared by Henry J. Cadbury (Cambridge, 19 Xxx-Xxxi

"2 Richard T. Vann, ‘Quakerism and the Social Strretn the InterregnumPast and Present3
(1969), p.90
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Warwickshire, the narrowing of the social range #r@concentration in towns
applied less to Quakers than to the older puriemochinations?®

It will be interesting to see whether the membegrsiiithe Society of Friends in
eighteenth century Saffron Walden conforms to Vamew derived from his
work on Buckinghamshire or reflects that of Hurwaath Warwickshire where it
had no gentry leadership and had difficulty in cetimmy in the towns with well-
established Baptists or whether a different comijan emerges.

The Quaker meeting in Saffron Walden retains tHk blits own archive, and
these records, combined with those held elsewhetp,to give a picture of the
social composition of the Saffron Walden meetingrae course of the
eighteenth century. If Vann is to be believed,
Quakerism in the eighteenth century was beconimigoth senses of
the word, a somewhat more bourgeois religion. dissthe growing
concentration of Friends in the towns, an incregasimmber were drawn
from the ranks of traders and artisans, while &y and landed
families and also the very poor had almost enticelysed to be
represented®
Thus, if this were to hold true for Saffron Waldéme membership of the
meeting should contain a large percentage of mesrdaiehe artisan sector of the
town.

The best sources of information about the compmositif the Saffron Walden
meeting are to be found in Quaker marriage ceatiéis’>° Quaker certificates of
removal*! and listings of the membership of the meefi#fgthe Digest of

Quaker Marriages contains records of twenty-onedéfalweddings between
1675 and 1776. The weddings fall into four grolyefore 1700, 1701 to 1725,
1751 to 1775 and 1776 onwards. Of the twenty-anergs, the occupation can
be identified for nineteen. Of these nineteen, &nrecorded as husbandmen,
the other seventeen are either artisans or shopkeemdeed sixteen are artisans

and one, Thomas Day, was a successful grocer iiatiee part of the eighteenth

728 Judith Hurwich, ‘The Social Origins of the Earlyfkers’,Past and Presen48 (1970), p.158

2 R.T.Vann,The social development of English Quaker{starvard, 1969), p.164

30 Friends Meeting House Archive, Saffron Walden,&Cag Copies of Marriage Certificates and ERO,
T/A 904/1 Quaker Marriage Digest. Quaker marriegeificates often contain material additionaltie t
names of the bride and groom and their parentsfradgs, but also the names of the other memlbers o
the meeting who witnessed the marriage.

31 Friends Meeting House Archive, Saffron Walden,|BheCase C.1, Certificates of Removal.
Quakers issued their own certificates of removah&mbers wishing to move elsewhere in pursuit of
trade or for other reasons. Such certificates wahg granted to those in good standing with theime
meetings and free from debt.

32 Eriends Meeting House Archive, Saffron Walden, M2mbership of Saffron Walden from Thaxted
Monthly Meeting Record and ERO, T/A 284/1/1 Membéof the Saffron Walden Preparative Meeting
with notes.
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century. The artisans divide into four groupsstavolved in the cloth trade —
fustian weavers and makers, woolcombers, weavera aailor; braziers;
wheelwrights and a lime burn&f

Quaker wedding certificates contained a list ofgpe@ttending the wedding
since all were deemed to have been witnesses todhgage. These listings
provide further evidence of the membership of tleetimg, although not all the
guests were necessarily Quakers. The list of w#ee to the marriage of Jabez
Wyatt, webster, and Mary Wyatt in 1766 includes nuesmtifiable as grocers,
shopkeepers and farmérs. Although Jabez Wyatt is described as a webster in
the list of marriage certificates, his will of 178Bows him as a very wealthy
man’*® In keeping with this, the guests at the Wyattriage do not seem to
include many artisans.

A second marriage certificate from a Quaker weddin§affron Walden exists.

It dates from 1770 and records the people withggkiea wedding of Timothy
Bush and Mary Hopwoo&? Bush was a wheelwright and Mary the daughter of
a cordwainer from the nearby village of Widdingtorhe witnesses included a
miller, a grocer, a brazier and a wheelwright. haligh this list showed a higher
number of identifiable artisans than the Wyatt nage, it seems likely that this
was a wedding of people of a certain social statdise town since the attendees
included Ann Crane, a relative of the late vicatha town, and Maurice Mosely,
a local Church of England cleric.

It would seem that marriage documents do not cenaly show that a high
proportion of members of the Quakers in Saffron #alwere drawn from the
artisan segment of eighteenth century societys nbw relevant to see if
removal documents offer support for the thesis @uaitkerism was a religion of
artisans and shopkeepers.

As we have seen above in the chapter on fractemadind geographic
mobility,”*” the civil parish provided a removal certificate freople wishing to
move elsewhere to better their financial lot whgrede receiving parish was
indemnified against any costs that their settlemaght bring. Similarly Quaker

"33t is important to re-emphasize at this point it reliability of contemporary categorisations of
occupations is somewhat questionable since manyfotlewed more than one trade in the course of
their working lives, sometimes at the same timbusTit was not uncommon for an artisan to also hold
and work land in the common fields of the townrmoenclosed patches whilst following his trade. dBs
such as brickmaking were seasonal and might be ic@ahlwith other occupations. For example, fire
insurance records of 1778 give George Day’s océmupats a brickmaker, but a will in the name of
George Day (ERO, 237 CR 18) of 1778, proved 1788ednis occupation as yeoman. Burial records
show only one George Day dying in the relevantqakri

3 ERO, D/Dgi/F8/11Marriage certificate of Jabez Wyatt and Mary WysdtBaffron Walden, 1766
S5TNA, Prob 11/1069 Will of Jabez Wyatt, 1780

"*ERO, D/Gi/F8/12, Marriage certificate of Timothy $uand Mary Hopwood, 1770

37 See above, chapter 5.
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meetings issued certificates to members of théoviship who wished to move
elsewhere in the furtherance of their trade oretuse a post. Arnold Lloyd
notes that Quakers were issued with certificates ftheir monthly meeting.
These certificates stated the responsibility ofisseing meeting for their relief
should this prove necessdry. A poor Quaker furnished with such a certificate,
who had arrived in a new location, could only beeamember of the new
meeting if he had contributed to collections fag goor for three years in his
previous abode, the equivalent of paying the pareir rate. Apprentices and
servants who arrived with a certificate from tifemmer meeting qualified for
membership of the meeting after one year.

The Saffron Walden meeting retains a collectioreofioval certificates, both
those issued and those receiV&dThe collection amounts to thirty-three
certificates. First it is necessary to excludedésificates that relate to
surrounding villages. Of the remaining fourteewe fwere issued by Saffron
Walden and nine were received as the indicateddete location. Of the
fourteen certificates relating to Saffron Waldesyrfconcern women, three are
single women and one a wife. Of the ten men, toelpations of five can be
identified. The earliest, Thomas Ripsheer, leffr8a Walden in 1706 to
become assistant to the Steward of the Friendskidarse in Clerkenwell.
Robert Catlin also left Saffron Walden for Londaithough it seems likely that
he returned later to be apprenticed to William Jegs’*® Unfortunately it is not

possible to identify the trade that William Jenrsrigllowed.

Of the other three men, John Farmer was a woolcombe had arrived in
Saffron Walden from the West Country at the enthefseventeenth century to
pursue his trade. Having settled and married Nraibig, the widow of Samuel
Fullbig, a fustian makef:* he applied to the Saffron Walden meeting for
permission to move to Colchester for ‘the bettervemience of work’*?

William Impey and Philip Pitsto were both braziesstrade. William Impey
arrived from Northamptonshire in 1718 and estabklisa business in Saffron
Walden’®® In 1750 he requested a certificate for Philig®ito join the

meeting. Pitsto came from Luton in Bedfordshilteseems likely that Pitsto
came to join the Impey firm of braziers, perhapam@spprentice or journeyman.

38 Arnold Lloyd, Quaker Social History 1669-1738ondon, 1950), pp.43

39 Friends Meeting House Archive, Saffron Walden,ISheCase C.1, Certificates of Removal. It is not
possible to be sure if the collection is complatenerely a fragment of the original set.

"9ERO, D/B 2/CHR 9/6, Edmund Turner's Charity, Apptieeship Indentures, Robert Catlin, 1723
"1ERO, T/A 904/1, Quaker Digest of Essex Marriages

2 Eriends Meeting House, Saffron Walden, Archiveel88, Case C.1.

3 Friends Meeting House Archive, Saffron Walden,|BBeCase C.1, Certificates of Removal. The
Impey family were braziers throughout most of tighteenth century.
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He settled in the area and in 1754 he married NBaoyvn, a Saffron Walden
girl. "

The role of the meeting was very strong in Quakerety. Individual meetings
were grouped within monthly meetings which in teemt representatives to
report to the quarterly and annual meetings. Thesetings provided
opportunities for Quakers from different partsoé tountry to meet. As a
consequence it was possible for wide-ranging bgsiaad social connections to
be made and for networks to be formed. In theecdrdf Saffron Walden this is
reflected in the marriages made with people frordfltang parts of the country
such as that contracted by a member of the Impaihfan 1761. William, a
brazier, married Sarah Atkinson who came from TeomYorkshire’* In 1778
George Gibson, a Quaker upholsterer of Saffron Bralcharried Elizabeth
Robinson who also came from Thorne in YorkshffeEvidently a link between
Thorne and Saffron Walden had been establishedenGhe social and
economic constraints, particularly when combinethwhe religious restrictions,
it is not surprising that the pool of partners Wasted. The Quakers had to have
more extended marriage horizons.

Further evidence of links between Saffron Waldeah darkshire is to be found

in the certificate of removal granted to a membahe Gibson family, Atkinson
Francis, from the Balby Monthly Meetifigin Yorkshire in 1785 to the Thaxted
Monthly Meeting which covered the Saffron Waldeaaar Probably this was on
the completion of his apprenticeship to the Quédded surveyors William
Fairbank and William Fairbank junior of Sheffidltf. The certificate indicated
that its holder was free of any debt and romareg and was viewed as a good
member of the Society of Friends. It also sen&drainvaluable reference as to
creditworthiness in an age of personalised locaditf** The possession of such
a certificate may well have made it easier for Guako be accepted into a new
community of local traders for it provided a refece in terms of the quality of
their business ethics.

Further evidence of the links which Saffron Waldguakers had forged between
other areas of Britain and, indeed, abroad is ttobed in the visitors’ book kept

"4 Friends Meeting House Archive, Saffron Walden,&Cad. Marriages, Consent of Parents and
Meeting.

"5 ERO, D/DGi F8/9, marriage certificate of Williatmpey and Sarah Atkinson, 1761.

"5 ERO, D/DGi F8/13, marriage certificate of Georgbsan and Elizabeth Robinson, 1778.
"“TERO, D/DGi F8/19, removal certificate of Atkinsbrancis Gibson, 1785

"8 A Stuart MasonEssex on the majChelmsford, 1990), p.116

9 Ann Prior and Maurice Kirby, “The Society of Frigmand the Family Firm, 1700-1830Business
History, 35 (1993), p.77
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by Mary Fullbig, the step-daughter of John Farmiscussed above® Her
journals were kept between 1731 and 1738They showed that, although the
bulk of her visitors came from nearby—Hertfordshltendon and Essex—
others came from as far afield as Yorkshire, LancasCumberland,
Northumberland and Cornwall. Other visitors canoef overseas, especially
from America: Pennsylvania, New England and Norénalina as well as from
Holland. Many of the visitors were travelling imetministry, that is preaching,
but others were family and business connectidhs.

Another source of evidence of the occupationakstne of the Saffron Walden
Quaker meeting is to be found in listings of thewbership of the meeting.
Lists of members of the meeting exist for 177and 1786>* When the
membership of the meeting in 1775 is analysed,pbissible to identify the
occupations of ten out of a total of twenty adu#tles. Of the ten two were
grocers, three maltsters, two wheelwrights ancetieas also a brazier, a miller
and a collarmaker’®> Two of the younger members of the meeting westedi as
apprentices. From their placement in the listegms likely that they were
apprenticed to one of the grocers, Thomas Day. eSafrthe other young males
may have also been apprentices but this is notoadkged in the list. Six of
the identified men were listed in the Index to Bl Book of 1763>° This
suggests that they were prosperous people, hotdgufficient freehold to entitle
them to vote. Others of the ten might also haenlzd a similar level of
affluence but were too young to have voted in 1763.

%0 See chapter 5 above.

1 Friends Meeting House Archive, Saffron Walden,e&lasBook kept by Mary Fulbigg (Farmer) 1731-
1758 of Friends who visited her in Saffron Walden.

52 For more details see the chapter 6 above.

53 Friends Meeting House Archive, Saffron Walden,e&llds Membership of Saffron Walden from
Thaxted Monthly Meeting Record, 1775

> Friends Meeting House Archive, Saffron Walden,ellds Membership of Saffron Walden from
Thaxted Monthly Meeting Record, 1786

SERO, D/B 2/BRE 8/7. In a survey of the town cocted in 1811 the heads of house are listed by
street. Each head of house’s occupation is givdrn families (29%) are listed as being involved in
trade, 307 (43%) in agriculture and 207 (28%) itheg, a total of 729 families. Thus approximately
three tenths of the population was involved in ésatie majority of which would have been artisanal
occupations. The date of the survey places itquigide the period of this study, but gives arclea
indication of the way in which the town was struetli Thus a total of 10 out of 20 males in the kgua
membership of 1775 being identified as followingsamal occupations gives a higher percentage than
the percentage for the town as a whole, 50% assggptm 29%. For more details of the findings ef th
1811 Census, see Appendix 3

8T Toft, The poll for a Knight of the Shire to represent @munty of Essex taken at Chelmsford on
Tuesday and Wednesday th& 28d 14" of December 1763 by William Sheldon, Esq., Sh@gffidon,
1764)
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The list of 1786 is more concerned with changakéamembership of the
meeting, showing who had died since the previaim{, who had removed or
been received by certificate and who had been disdW’

One final source of information may add to a knalgke of the importance of
artisans among the membership of Saffron Walderk€wsa Quakers refused to
pay tithes and church rates and were frequentigrteg to the local justices of
the peace by the churchwardens. The justices wgpuédan order for distraint of
goods to cover the unpaid rates. Surviving oré@rgoods to be distrained date
from the 1740s to the 1830s. Some are againstithdils, others against groups
of Quakers. In most cases the order does nottlgereccupation of the
individual concerned, but an exception was Thomag Who was a
shopkeepef>® The names to be found on the orders which spéuiflythe
subject was a Quaker include George Gibson, Williampey, John Cranwell,
Jabez Wyatt, Thomas Day, John and Thomas Pitseaweg Day and John Bush.
Many of these names can be identified as prospentissins. George Gibson
was either a miller or an upholsterer, William Ingpyeas a brazier, Jabez Wyatt a
webster and later a very affluent maltster, and Rinsh was a wheelwright.
Thomas Day was a grocer and James Day seems teeamea farmer’ It has
not been possible to identify with any degree afaiety the occupations of the
Pitstows or John Cranwell, although it is knownt tGeanwell came from Earith,
Cambridgeshire, and married Hannah Burgis. Alttmosigpject to distraint of
goods to meet unpaid rates, Cranwell was still abansuitable candidate to
serve as overseer of the poor in 17%6.

Although the sources set out above have their pros] when combined they do
permit some fairly certain conclusions to be dra@ne such conclusion is that
many Quakers were involved in either trade or anté$ occupations. This was
certainly influenced by their brand of nonconformig/hich ruled them out of
joining any profession which required a univergtucation. Since attendance
at university and access to the professions wasatesl to members of the
Anglican Church, Quakers established their own slshand academies offering
a higher education. But the education that thégrefl was geared to vocational

5" Meetings could disown a member who did not adkethe code of behaviour laid down or who
married outside the membership of the Society wriels.

"8 ERO, D/B 2/PAR11/286/1 Order against Thomas dagpkeeper, 1776. Thomas Day kept a
fascinating Day Book (Saffron Walden Town Libraotlection).

9ERO, D/B 2/QSS1 Quarter Sessions Grand Jury Lists

"0ERO, D/B 2/PAR5/213 Removal order for Elizabetlza 746. The order states that John Cranwell
made a solemn affirmation rather than an oath lsecha was ‘one of the persons called Quakers'.
Quakers viewed it as important that they fulfil {sosf civic responsibility wherever possible. Caagrs

of the poor were not required to hold Sacramentif@ates.
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occupations and entry to trade and the higheraawisoccupation&® Atkinson
Francis Gibson, for example, was apprenticed ascs$urveydf? although he
later became a maltster and was involved in thelyanbanking interests in the
early part of the nineteenth centdfy.

Attendance at Monthly, Quarterly and Annual Meesiegiabled Quakers to
develop distinctively wide-ranging business corga did their habit of
‘travelling in the ministry’, that is, undertakimyeaching tours. As a result
Quaker business networks were not limited to kimdéinks as was often the case
with Anglicans. The Quaker ethic always encourapeddevelopment of
successful businesses. Young people wishing topset business were offered
a form of mentoring, as were people at risk of bess failure. Young
journeymen were offered loans at low rates of ggerbankrupts were threatened
with dismissal if they failed to repay their crenti&’®* Probity in business was
very important to Quakers and their reputationfimnest dealings developed in
the course of the eighteenth century as their legsinetworks spread across the
country and even reached the colorifésVann and Eversley have commented
that artisans set their sons up as tradesmenhairdgtandsons as clerks and
schoolmaster§?® In Saffron Walden it might be closer to the trtdtsay that
Quaker artisans saw the opportunities that traden@adting offered as the
eighteenth century progressed and—if they hadhiiigya funding and business
acumen—seized the opportunities with both handsthB beginning of the
nineteenth century Quaker businessmen, and patigihe Gibson family, were
very powerful. Within fifty years they were therdmant force in philanthropy
and frequently held the most senior posts withen@orporation, the need for
religious conformity having been abolished in 1878.

1 Herbert McLachlanEnglish Education under the Test A@ftéanchester, 1931), p.21

82 A, Stuart MasonEssex on the MafChelmsford, 1990), p.116

83 Anthony Tuke and P.W. Matthew, History of Barclays Bank LtdLondon, 1926), p.174

"% David H. PrattEnglish Quakers and the first industrial revolutifdew York, 1985), p.29

7% James WalvinThe Quakers: money and morglondon, 1997), p.82

"% R.T. Vann and David Everslelfriends in life and deatfiCambridge, 1992), p.74

®The Test and Corporation Acts were repealed in E®8ing nonconformists to hold posts of civic
responsibility.
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iii. Conclusion

It will have been noted that the section above $sed on the link between
nonconformity and the artisan segment of societth litle or no reference to
the established church. Much has already beerabaide about the established
church and its links with the Corporation and ficahand social succe$®
however it may prove useful to summarise the figdihere for the purpose of
comparison with nonconformist churches.

To gain one of the more exalted positions in thep@ration such as Alderman
or Mayor it was necessary to be in possessionSzaament Certificaté® To
obtain such a certificate it was necessary to leessed taking communion
according to the rites of the Church of Englanttu§ among nonconformists
these positions were restricted to those whosectamse allowed them to take
communion in the parish church. The town’s coletbf sacrament certificates
shows not just local men, but also excise men amy afficers in the vicinity,
taking the necessary witnessed commuriin.

It can be seen that membership of the establishextis, or at least the
willingness to appear to conform, was necessagaio a hold on the greasy pole
that led to civic power. Even relatively lowly pibens such as Clerk to the
Markets required a sacrament certificate. Civizw@oand its attendant social
and business connection were, therefore, limiteatléanembers of the Anglican
Church. Positions of authority within the parishreveimilarly restricted
according to a man'’s religious persuasion. Nonawonists could hold the posts
of parish constable and overseer of the poor awlged, many did. These posts
were in many ways more a social obligation thatep@ng-stone to future
power. The more powerful position of churchwardexs necessarily restricted
to communicant members of the Church of England.

It can, thus, be seen that membership of the ChafrEimgland was a pre-
requisite for advancement in both the Corporatiwth Rarish of Saffron Walden
in the eighteenth century. However these werdhebnly routes to economic
and social advancement open to a capable noncostartisan. It has been
shown above that many members of the IndependerBaptist churches were
men of substance who held the highest parish pasitihat their religious

%8 See Chapters 3 and 4 above.

89 :sacramental certificateMiddlesex county records: Volume 4: 1667¢(8892), pp.351-352. URL:
http://www.british-history.ac.uk/report.aspx?comgi®10 accessed:24 April 2010. Under the Test Act
of 25 Car.ll.c.2 (1662) it was a requirement thatane bearing any office should take the Oath of
Allegiance and receive the sacrament accordinggaisage of the Church of England within three
months. A certificate was issued by the officigtateric and churchwarden to that effect.

" ERO, D/B 2/QSS7/14 Sacrament Certificates forraffValden
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affiliations would allow. Quakers, too, held thesgion of overseer of the poor,
but, unlike Independents and Baptists, they hadsscto a nationwide network
which allowed them to establish business connestammnoss not only the whole
of Britain, but also the colonies. Independents$ Baptists had access to a more
limited version of the same kind of network, wikieir networks largely limited

to neighbouring countie’s!

From the detailed evidence | have been able teegétin Saffron Walden, | am
inclined to agree with the long-established vieat thonconformity did—given a
level playing field in the other factors necesdarysuccess in an artisanal
trade—enhance the probability of commercial succHss business networks
mentioned above, in conjunction with the nonconfstiwork ethic, meant that
capable artisans from these communities were algain financial and social
standing by hard work, business contacts and d&fedsarity. These men did
not need to expend time and expense on gathemngpotfitacts necessary for
preferment within the Corporation and the paristt sm were able to devote
themselves to developing their businesses oncehiheattained the status of
master craftsmen. As has been described aboeeiios I1.ii of this chapter,
members of the Society of Friends were even prawdiéh business advice and
mentoring by more established members of their imget

It can be seen, then, that artisans could be mesdbemy of the religious groups
within the town of Saffron Walden and could achibusiness success
irrespective of their religious persuasion. Howewadthough personal business
aptitude was, perhaps, the most important factmrcanformity did seem to
produce a greater number of successful artisanslaoukeepers than might be
the case if religious allegiance had not had sarfieance on their success.
Quaker businessmen, for example, had a reputadigprbbity in their dealings
that was respected by the whole community. InrSaffValden by the early
nineteenth century it was certainly the case tmaGibson and Wyatt families,
both Quaker families, were becoming increasinglmoh@ant in the business
dealings of the town.

The reasons for the success of the nonconfornmdtiraparticular Quaker,
businessmen in Saffron Walden might be explainddlasvs. The ethos of
probity and the wider networks provided by noncomiity seem to have
outstripped power in the Anglican Corporation ashamisms for success. But

"L The Hill Street Baptists had close links with Hagstin Melbourn and Fulbourn, both villages in
Cambridgeshire at a distance of some fifteen nfitaw Saffron Walden. Indeed they even shared
ministers at certain points in the eighteenth agrauis a tablet of the ministers of Melbourn Baptist
Church reveals. This may have come about becailiséti¢et Baptist Chapel and the other chapels
mentioned above were all members of the Generai®agovement whilst chapels in the intervening
villages belonged to the Particular Baptist Movetnen
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these different routes to success, the variousreifitly configured networks,
also contributed to the fractionalism of the popataof Saffron Walden as a
whole, and the fractionalism of artisans, in paac, within that community.
Furthermore, the social mix of the different nonfcomist groups created a
number of parallel hierarchies of social integnatialongside that provided by
the Anglican social grouping. Of itself, divergealigious affiliation contributed
to the overall divisions within the town as a whole

The religious identities of the various nonconfansects were visible both to
their members and the rest of the town not onkgrms of the buildings used for
worship and through routes taken to attend seryvimgsalso on the streets in
conversational groups and in the observable intsgpal support provided
within the various group¥?

So, as a final comment on the impact of religicastionalism on the artisan
segment in eighteenth century Saffron Walden,datnagine what it would have
been like to stand at the junctions of George §tfaeckingstool End Street,
Abbey Lane and the High Stré&tat the time of morning service on a sunny late
eighteenth century Sunday morning. The membetiseoAnglican Church

would be heading towards to St. Mary the Virgin@ethe prominence between
Church and Castle Streets. Going in the opposgietibn would be members of
the Upper Baptist Meeting and the Quakers, bothlingaup Cuckingstool End
Street. Meanwhile members of the Independent Ba@tiurch would be
heading along George Street towards Hill Streetraachbers of the Abbey Lane
Meeting would be heading towards their meeting bowesar the back gate to the
Audley End Estate. In addition to residents oftthen, there would also be
people coming from Audley End, North End, Little Men and Sewards End to
attend church and, in the case of the nonconforchisiches, from further afield.
Although no shops or businesses would be dpkhe centre of Saffron Walden
would have been a bustling place as people fronoilikest labourer to the most
affluent businessman, professional man or memb#reofentry headed towards
divine service of the type most in line with thparsonal beliefs. The various
flows of individuals along the streets would havicalated to all concerned one

"2 See above references to the support network pedwig the Quakers for members of their meeting.
Evidence of a similar network of support for Indegents and Baptists is more limited, although there
are references to advice being given, and this perhaps, accompanied by more tangible support on
occasion.

3 See Appendix 7: Map 9: 1758 Map of Saffron WalblgrEdward Eyre (ERO, T/M 90/1) annotated to
show places of worship.

" Except, perhaps, some of the alehouses, if Quaession Records are to be believed. For example,
ERO, D/B 2/QSS2/17/3, Edward Goodeve pleaded nitiygn 1753 to being a Sabbath breaker and
allowing drinking to take place in his alehouseidgithe time of divine service. Obviously not exare
felt the need to attend a church service, no madtert the kind!
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of the key sources of division within the town, andre particularly the
fractionalism among the numerous artisans who tatesti significant currents
within these flows.

Literacy and the Artisandid reading and writing matter? Did it increase

fractionalism?

The link between religious persuasion and the aegfditeracy attained by any
given artisan has been touched on above. In tleiog section this topic will
be dealt with in greater detail as will the nottbat it was education and literacy
that perhaps created a greater degrdwpfogeneityvithin the social segment
rather than greater fractionalism. In other wowiss this a facet of life in
Saffron Walden that works against the conclusi@awar from the greater part of
this thesis?

David Cressy, in his work on literacy in Tudor étdiart England, commented
that reading gave access not only to informatiahidaas but also to stimulation
and entertainment of many kinds, and that a perdancould write had even
more advantages® However in his work on levels of illiteracy in Neich he
goes on to say that with regard to tradesmen dishas, although levels of
literacy did vary, they were roughly commensurait whe specific
requirements of the occupation follow&d. The same was true in eighteenth
century Saffron Walden. The artisan who could raad write was able to
access opportunities denied to his illiterate beoth However, given the growth
in literacy generally and in Saffron Walden, parkiely after the advent of the
Charity School,”’ it is interesting to ponder whether increasedditg led to
greater coherence rather than greater fractionaiswng the artisan segment of
society in eighteenth century Saffron Walden.

Certainly progress in the social hierarchy of tayavernance was enhanced by
the ability to read and write. If a survey is raad the mayors of Saffron
Walden who worked either as an artisan or a maltsts to be seen that in the
43 years when the mayor had an identifiable trddee is evidence that in 42
years the mayor could sign his name. It is likbgt the mayor for whom no

" David Cressyl.iteracy and the Social Order: Reading and Writingrudor and Stuart England
(Cambridge, 1980), p.1

"® David Cressy, ‘Levels of llliteracy in England,3561730’ The Historical Journal, 20.1 (1977), p.8
Cressy suggests that by the 1720s illiteracy inMidr among tradesmen was 34%.

" See below p.203
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evidence of a signature can be found, Edward Bladl was a maltster and who
served as mayor in 1740, was also literate becaa8eon Walden mayors also
served as justices of the peace for the town.icéissof the Peace were generally
literate because their duties required them to signy documents and to have
an understanding of the laws they were implemersdltigpugh they were
assisted in this duty by the Deputy Recorder, tiaaklly a qualified lawyer
working in the town.

The men who went on to become mayor of Saffron Afajorobably gained their
education at the town’s King Edward VI Grammar Sihmefore being
apprenticed. Regrettably no records of eighteeettury pupils appear to have
survived so it is impossible to be certaif.Similarly no records from the period
have survived from Newport Free Grammar ScH&dhe other grammar school
in the immediate area. It was, however, probatyrinority of the sons of
artisans who could aspire to a grammar school educanless their fathers had
been particularly successful for such an educationld have carried quite
substantial costs for boys who were not scholatee@foundation. It is likely
that the same would have been the case in the Gaa®amool at Bishop’s
Stortford when it was functioning. Neither Lintoor Braintree and Bocking
had a Grammar School, whilst the precise natuteefchool alluded to in
Royston in Salmon’slistory of Hertfordshireis unclear®® The Grammar school
in Sudbury is dealt with in greater detail bel6.

For other children a formal education might be pded by the town’s charity
school if they were lucky enough to be elected ptage. The town’s charity
school was founded in 1715. Fifteen boys and fiftgiels were to be put to
school and taught to read and the principles ofCthiestian religion, according
to the tenets of the Church of Engldffl.Linton had a similar charity schdi
but it had disappeared by the late eighteenth cgn#y school in Bocking also
existed to provide a basic education and in 1748reconformist foundation was
also established. These schools later becamedtendl and British schools
respectively® Charity schools also existed in Sudb(f.It would seem, then,
that, as the Charity Schools movement gatheredipabe first part of the

"8 The only surviving records for Saffron Walden Graan School for the period are ERO, D/B
2/SCH1/2 an account of repairs to the Grammar Sadrmbmaster’s house, 1683-1776, and ERO, D/B
2/SCH1/3 Receipts of John Dennis for Master’s galhr95-6.

""ERO, D/Q 25/41, Minute Book of Newport Free Grami@ahool, 1744-1818.

8 Nathaniel SalmorHistory of HertfordshirgLondon, 1728), p.358.

81 See below p.238

82 ERO, D/B 2/SCH2/1 Accounts of the Charity Sch&alffron Walden, 1715-1745

83 M.G. JonesThe Charity School Movemetttondon, 1964 edition), p.365.

84W.F. Quin,A History of Braintree and Bockin@avenham, 1981), pp.198-9.

85 See below, p.238
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eighteenth century, Saffron Walden was entirelydgioof market towns of its
size in seizing the opportunity to found such aosth

The names of the first children to be elected &3hffron Walden charity
School are recorded. Of those thirty childrereis been possible to identify the
trades of the fathers of twenty-one pupils. Ofthehirteen had fathers who
followed artisanal trades. Of the other eight idiesd occupations, one father
was a husbandman. The other seven fathers wertfielé as labourers. Itis
possible that these were working as journeymehey imay have been day
labourers. An examination of what became of ths fifteen male charity pupils
shows that ten can be identified as having been #gdprenticed by the major
town charity, Bromfield's, which provided assistanwith the payment of
apprenticeship premiums.

However, when considering whether an artisan nhghtiewed as literate, what
evidence is required and what sources might bdadlaito provide such
evidence? In Tudor and Stuart England Cressy poiit that it was still
possible for a literate felon to claim ‘benefitadérgy’’® for a first offence and
thus escape the full rigours of the law for thenerihe had committe’

In the eighteenth century a distinction was made/éen the arts of reading and
writing. Victor Neuburg® comments that the Reverend James Talbott believed
that writing should only be taught once a childldaead wel{®° whilst Isaac

Watts believed that a rural child, whilst neediadgge able to read, had no need to
learn to write. Reading was considered importasin Tudor and Stuart times,
for religious reasons but also the amount of pdmteterial available even in
country areas had greatly increased in the formeafspapers, chapbooks and
written advertisements. An inability to read copldce a person at both
economic and social disadvantage.

The ability to write was another matter, as suggesabove. Itis, however, of
writing that more evidence is available. For regdhe mention of books in a
will is one form of evidence, but it is suggesthdttthe evidence of ability to
write in itself is evidence of an ability to readee reading was generally taught
before writing. Schofield comments, however, ih& unclear whether the

"8 The benefit of clergy test required the offenderead Psalm 51

’87 CressyLiteracy and the social ordep.17

"8 victor E. Neuburg, ‘Literacy in Eighteenth Centupgland: A Caveat’Local Population Studies?
(1969), pp.44-46

8 Rev. James Talbothe Christian school-mastétondon, 1707)
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ability to write the few letters in one’s own namas always accompanied by
the ability to read, still less the ability to verianything elsé®

However, those few letters which constitute a namee often been taken as a
measure of literacy when signatures in parish texgsand on wills are
considered. For the purposes of the present cenadidn of literacy within the
artisan segment of eighteenth century Saffron Watieiety the following
sources of evidence will be employed, most of whiepend on the ability of the
person in question to sign his or her own name:

« Signatures in parish registers

« Signatures on wills, either as testator or as aast

« Signatures on apprenticeship indentures

« Signatures on other documents such as Oaths ajiatiee

Signatures in Parish Registers

The most usual reason for a signature or mark peapin the parish registers
was on the occasion of a marriage. A sample pefiodarriages between 1755
and 1775 was examinéd. In this period 377 marriages were recorded a@agak
place by banns in Saffron Walden where the husigarnd his place of residence
as the town. Of these 377 marriages, in one teskbusband affirmed because
he was a Quaker, 211 made their mark and 165 sitpegthame. It has not
been possible to identify the occupations of a §jooms, but it is likely that
they did not come from the upper echelons of Safiftalden society where
marriages tended to be conducted by licence. ©16b grooms who signed
their names, two were widowers, four were desighategentlemen, one was a
cleric, another a school master and 47 had no whtxde trade, leaving a total of
110 for whom there is some evidence of occupatiten are identified as
labourers, although one went on to become a vietuial later life. This left 100
men who were likely to have belonged to the aratanfarming segment of
Saffron Walden society. Of these men, eleven lhaen identified as farmers or
yeomen and one was a husbandman. The remainiligi@8e men may well
have been practising a range of artisanal tradileese 88 men constituted about
23% of the grooms who married between 1755 and &nd®%3% of the men
who signed their names. When the grooms who nteglerhark are considered,

" Roger Schofield, ‘The measurement of literacyrierimdustrial England’ ilLiteracy in traditional
societiesed. Jack Goody (Cambridge, 1968), pp.311-325
1 ERO, D/P 192/1/7, Saffron Walden Marriage Banns5:7%75
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of 211 men, only twenty-four have been identifisd@lowing an artisanal
trade. A further thirty-two are designated as lakos. Again it is possible that
some of this group were journeymen and may have goro be independent
craftsmen.

Therefore it can be seen that when marriage regiate considered as a source
of evidence, they suggest that a man who followedréisanal trade was more
likely to be able to sign his name than not: ne@#l%o of those identified as
artisans were able to sign their name. This igpoise, only a snapshot of one
part of the eighteenth century. It may be thara@e taken earlier would show
a lower percentage of artisans able to sign theimes, but resources have
precluded this exercise.

It now remains to be seen if other sources of eddesuggest a similar level of
basic literacy among the artisan segment of Saffvaiden.

Wills

Another common source for identifying levels oétacy is the wills that were
made. Each will contains not only evidence abbetliteracy of the testator, his
ability to sign his or her name or the need to makeark, but also of the literacy
of the people selected as witnesses. Wills wédtdyethose people who felt that
they had enough property to merit it or where dispumight arise after their
demise about the allocation of property to theasiheirs. Most wills were
proved in the local ecclesiastical court, in theecaf Saffron Walden the
archdeaconry court of Colchester. Where a siganti@mount of property was
left or where property fell under more than onesgliction, the will would be
proved in the Prerogative Court of Canterbury.

Since wills tended to be made only by those withpprty to leave, the sample
necessarily precludes those artisans who had mpthuch to leave and any
results cannot, therefore, be taken to be reprasemif the entire artisanal
segment of Saffron Walden society. Neverthelémsyills of Saffron Walden
artisans do provide interesting evidence aboutidevEliteracy.

The nature of the witnesses to wills depends,dertain extent, on the wealth
and social standing of the testator. For exampig evident that among the sort
of men who held the higher offices within the conmity it was common for
them to either witness each other’s wills or faraaned legal practitioner such as
a solicitor’s clerk to be employed. For examptehrd Good, a solicitor’s clerk
witnessed a number of wills at the end of the eighth and the beginning of the
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nineteenth centur{’®> For poorer people, friends and neighbours ustialfijied
this role. In the case of a will which needed tde urgently, it was more a case
of the nearest available witnesses. Both men andem served as witnesses to
wills.

When the wills of artisans are analysed accordirfpe testator’'s ability to sign
his or her name, it would appear that three groufisn the sample achieved
100% literacy. These were the watch and clocknslkbke cabinet makers and
bakers. It is not surprising that literacy woukdiigh amongst the first two
groups since their crafts were high-value onesgotgonly apprentices with
the right kind of aptitude. In both cases at l@agtdimentary education would
be required. The reason for high levels of litgramongst bakers is harder to
determine, but a master baker needed to be ableasure quantities accurately
and keep effective records of his stock. The gneilp the lowest percentage of
literate testators was the cordwainers. As meataisewhere, cordwaining was
a craft to which parish apprentices were oftengrdlaand these boys, even if
they made good in later life, were the least likelyrave received any kind of
elementary education, even from the charity scleote admission was
dependent on recommendation by the town’s worthies.

Type of artisan Percentage of sample able to igin hame
Clock and watchmakers 100%

Cabinet makers 100%

Bakers 100%

Maltsters 86%

Metal workers 75%

Cloth makers 73%

Cordwainers 72%

Table 12: Percentages of each sample group abigriadheir name on their will.
(Based on locally proved wills and wills provedire Prerogative Court of
Canterbury)

"2 Good witnessed the wills of: Robert Bunten in 1{BRO, 176 CR 19); Thomas Havers also in 1798
(ERO, 260 CR 19). Both Bunten and Havers were sedves illiterate, but left legacies of property,
goods and money.
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Signatures on Apprenticeship Indentures

Since apprenticeship indentures often bear theatige of the receiving master,
if literate, and sometimes that of the apprentioesklf and his parent or
guardian, an examination was made of the extantapipeship indentures of
boys from Saffron Walden placed apprentice betwiét0 and 1806°° For

each group of trades the whole sample was anafsgthen this was compared
with those boys who were apprenticed to a mast8aifron Walden.

Whole Sample Saffron Walden based
Total Sign Mark Blank | Tota Sign Mark Blan
Building Trade 15 9 2 4(27%)| 11 | 7 (64%) 2 (18% 2
(60%) | (13%) (18%)
Cloth making 28 24 3 1 13 11 1 1
(86%) | (11%) | (3%) (85%) | (7.5%) | (7.5%)
Clothing Trade§ 83 67| 12 4 53 46 | 6 (11%) 1
(81%) | (14%) | (5%) (87%) (2%)
Woodworking 13 7 6 0 3 1 2 0
Trades (54%) | (46%) (33%) | (67%)
Metalworking 12 10 1 1 5 3 (60%) 1 1
Trades (83%) | (8.5%) | (8.5%) (20%) | (20%)
Food Trades 20 15 4 1 4 3 1 0
(75%) | (20%) | (5%) (75%) | (25%)
Personal 22 20 0 2 9 7 (78%) 0 2
Services (91%) (9%) (22%)
Currier 6 4 1 1 5 | 3(60%)| 1 (20%) 1
(66%) | (17%) | (17%) (20%)

Table 13: Percentages of Masters taking apprenticesr Bromfield’s Charity
able to sign their names on Apprenticeship Indestumaking or mark or where

there is no evidence.

"ERO, D/B 2/CHR1/5, Apprenticeship indentures ofjdplaced under the auspices of Bromfield’s

Charity
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Chart 12: Percentages of Masters taking apprenticdsr Bromfield’'s
Charity able to sign their names on Apprenticeshg@ntures, making
or mark or where there is no evidence.
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Chart 13: Percentages of Masters based in SaffraldéN taking apprentices
under Bromfield’s Charity able to sign their nano@sApprenticeship
Indentures, making or mark or where there is ndewe.

It can be seen that there is remarkably littleedldhce between the two sets of

data.

Where the Saffron Walden data shows a lpesentages of masters able

to sign their own names, there tends to be a higheaber for whom no evidence
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Is available suggesting that were all the evidé¢ondee available there would be
even less discrepancy.

In the full dataset, the artisanal trades where 80%ore of the masters taking
on an apprentice were able to sign their names:wkrth production and
clothing trades, metalworking, food trades and qaestservices, i.e. barbers and
wig makers. In the sample of Saffron Walden magtee same trades have a
figure of over 70% literacy with the exception oétalworkers, however the
percentage of masters for whom there is no evidstacels at 20% so it is
possible that more metalworkers in Walden wereat literate.

The least literate group of trades in the full datavere the woodworkers (54%).
In Walden the percentage of literate men was exer at 33%. This was a
very low figure but the sample was very small, ahiyee men, all of whom were
wheelwrights. Two of them were sufficiently affhudo feel it worthwhile to
make a will: John Barrett and Thomas Bush. Timese were likely to have
been numerate since measurement was an importarmf paeir daily work,
badly measured components of a wheel would not htigd together
successfully. Perhaps they felt confident to walibevn figures but not words. In
1756 James Nelson, an apothecary by trade, suggestiethe sons of artisans,
whom he placed in the fourth of his five categodésociety, the common
trades’> should be taught reading, writing, arithmetic anawing, plus a
knowledge of map&> Nelson goes on to comment that:

If a Bricklayer, or any other Workman, brings iB#, what a pitiful

Figure It makes; nay it is sometimes so bad thaerut the Writer

himself can read it.
Such a comment suggests that Nelson viewed iteasdim that artisans should
be able to write, at least after a fashion. It lddae interesting to know, then,
who wrote out the bills and kept the accounts fenrike John Barrett and
Thomas Bush. It could be suggested that perhapsviives had attended the
Charity School, but regrettably there is no evidetacback up this hypothesis.
The mean percentage of men able to sign their narage$6% for the whole
sample, while for Saffron Walden masters it was 5%%%e mean percentage of
masters in the whole sample making their mark wli&6.11n Saffron Walden for
the same period it was 17%. It can be seen trardbels of literacy in Saffron
Walden were slightly lower than for the whole saewwhich included many
other locations. The masters from London may heacka higher standard of
literacy, of the 28 masters in the course of tighteienth century only two made

94 James Nelso\n Essay on the Government of Child(eandon, 1756), p. 273.
9> Nelson,Essay on Governmerp.337
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their mark, evidence is lacking for a further twbhis gives a rate of literacy of
86% and may have helped to raise the percentagbdarhole sample.

In the course of the eighteenth century the leVéteracy demonstrated by the
ability of masters based in Saffron Walden to siggir names shows an increase:

Sign PercentageMark Percentage Blank Percentage
1700-1725 25 71% 8 23% 2 6%
1726-1750 6 50% 4 33% 2 17%
1751-1775 28 82% 2 6% 4 12%
1776-1800 26 96% 1 4% 0 0

Table 14: Percentages of Saffron Walden based rsagiée to sign their
names in the four quarters of the eighteenth cgntu

There is a clear upward trend which is only intptedl in the second quarter
when the sample size is less than half that dhallother quarter centuries. The
number of apprentices placed, irrespective of tlemtion, is small in this
guarter century suggesting that perhaps the ctafitpds were depleted at this
time.

The evidence of apprenticeship indentures shovidbththe end of the century
the very great majority of masters in a positioa¢cept a charity apprentice in
Saffron Walden were literate - they could signitimames. Whether this was
due to the influence of the Charity School founaetl715 is impossible to say,
but the significance of such an institution, itrese could well make a real
difference to a community such as Saffron Wald@&y. the end of the eighteenth
century it would seem that a degree of literacy b@cbme the norm for most
artisans.

Signatures on other documents such as the Oath bégiance of 1715

In 1715 holders of certain public offices were negd to take an oath of
allegiance, supremacy and abjurat{8h. In Saffron Walden it is recorded that
those swearing the oath signed their names in daparate lists, presumably
according to their degree of importance in the camity since the first list
contains the names of the mayor and corporatidre list shows the ability of
the men to sign their name. Some signatures are fluent than others
suggesting men well used to holding a pen. Inrathses the signatures are
extremely hesitant with poorly formed letters, adication of a man whose level
of literacy, particularly in so far as writing wasncerned, was low. Margaret
Spufford commented that most men who learned ttevinad learned by the age

%1 George 1, c13
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of eight to nine year§’ This implied their attendance at school beyormdate

at which many small boys were required to earrrtheng. Fluency in writing
suggests that a man had enjoyed a reasonable taridaducation. Those who
learned their writing more painstakingly in latée lbecause they needed it for
their trade were less likely to write in a fluemirtal. This latter group probably
had little need of writing in their day-to-day lvand were not habitual writers.
By the end of the century the situation was to éxy different as the preceding
discussion of literacy and apprenticeship indicates

As well as the signatories to the 1715 Act of Sap@ey there are various other
lists of signatures of the inhabitants of Waldeat thccur from time to time in the
course of the eighteenth century. They provideralow onto the degree of
literacy possessed by different members of the ®ywopulation. These lists are
interesting but are probably less informative wébard to the artisan sector than
are the other sources of evidence discussed above.

Nonconformist materials

The records held by the various nonconformist dmescof Saffron Walden can
also throw light on the level of literacy of thekieenth century population. For
example, Adrian Davies has extracted figures caniegrthe literacy rates of
Saffron Walden’s Quaker population in the perio@2-4730 from the Monthly
and Two Weeks Meetings held by Essex Quak&r©Of a sample of seventy-five
between 1700 and 1730, he suggests that the rreatecly was between 66% and
86%. For women in the period in the same pericktan a sample of seventy-
five, the rates were 57% to 81%. It would be fagttihg to compare these
figures with a similar sized sample of Anglicanst sadly no comparable
evidence has come to light. However it could bgtpd that the figures in the
case of Anglicans would be lower based on the exid®f the importance which
members of the nonconformist churches placed eraly.

It was not just members of the Society of Frientt® &ttached a high
importance to literacy. Members of other noncomiist churches showed equal
zeal for education. This is evident, for exampighe records for the Upper
Meeting of the Baptists dating from 1774. They include a church book
showing the members of the church when it was gea list of people joining
the communion subsequently and a list of birtheiased with the meeting®
Although it is not possible to associate occupatioith the majority of the

7 Margaret Spufford Small Books and Pleasant Historigsondon, 1981), p.26.

98 Adrian DaviesThe Quakers in English Society, 1655-1@%ford, 2000), p.117

"9 See above, Chapter 6, section on ‘Religion andEtmnomic Success of the Artisan Segment of
Saffron Walden society’, p185

80 ERO, D/NC 23/1/1 Church Book belonging to the Ndeeting 1775 and ERO, D/NC 23/3/1
Congregational Register of Births associated withWpper Meeting, Saffron Walden, 1782 onwards.
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people on these lists, where this has been possgilews that artisans and
shopkeepers formed an important part of the comgimy Occupations included
bakers, braziers, carpenters, millers, shoemaketsvaavers, as well as a liquor
merchant and a stationer. Other members of thgregation may well have
been labourers and apprentices. An interestingt poinote is that in the list of
members of the church when the trust was origirsdtyup all appear to have had
at least some level of literacy since all signezirthames with greater or lesser
degrees of fluency, including the women. The saneie of the people who
signed the Confession of Faith in 17%8vhich later became a condition of
being accepted into the congregation.

As speculated above, it could be that nonconformtyether Independent,
Baptist or Quaker in its nature, appealed partityita people with a desire to
better themselves, be it through acquiring at l#estudiments of an education
or through hard work in a trade. Literacy was oreans of such betterment.

From the preceding sources of information, it carséen that during the
eighteenth century there was a considerable inereake general level of basic
literacy in Saffron Walden and that this had anastmn the number of artisans
who could read and write. At the beginning of tkeatury some artisans were
certainly able to read and write to some degressipty thanks to a brief period
of education at the town’s Edward VI Grammar Scholthe establishment of
the Charity School in 1715 opened opportunitiesefiucation to the sons and
daughters—for the foundation was for fifteen boyd &fteen girls—of those
artisans who could not have aspired to send tles 0 the grammar school,
unless a particularly talented boy had been idedt&nd sponsored by a leading
citizen of the town. As result of the presencéhef Charity School the number
of people of the artisanal segment of society &bhkxhibit at least a basic
standard of literacy grew. In turn, this suggéséscentral importance to
communities of modest resources such as the clsatiiyol in their midst in
enhancing the quality of life for individuals inethown through the crucial
access that it provided to literacy.

Masters who could read and write were likely tospiss knowledge onto their
own children and to their apprentices, supplemgritie degree of literacy
already possessed. As the century progressedyitience suggests that an
increasing number of artisans were able to readaaite, at least enough for
their business needs. The considerable role afardormity in fostering
literacy is suggested by the evidence cited abawe since Saffron Walden was
a town with a strong nonconformist presence, iefigied from this ethos.

81 ERO, D/NB 23/1/1 Church Book of the New Meeting/%7
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It might be suggested that the increased levaterblcy was also a result of the
changing proportions of the types of artisans, \&ithincrease in the proportion

of those for whom literacy mattered. Newspapenmnewew becoming common
and would have been available at the larger inketown such as the Rose and
Crown. They benefitted from regular stage coatbesd from London able to
bring in the London papers as well as the proviranas such as théhelmsford
Chronicleand thdpswich Journal Artisans may well have gathered to read the
news, or to hear it read. In turn these infornahgrings might have given rise
to more formal arrangements. It was at the RodeCanwn that the Rose

Benefit Club met for at least the ten years betwiggsi and 1773%

Although by the end of the eighteenth century thegee illiterate artisans
working in Saffron Walden, their numbers were omwane. Literacy was
acknowledged by the vast majority of artisans skilathat would benefit them
in their business and thus was to be gained, dpgdlon themselves and
nurtured in their families and apprentices. Theas a need for someone in an
artisan family who could make appropriate calcoladi keep effective records,
write bills and exhibit the range of organisatioskills necessary for a business
to be a success. The possessor of these skilllslwoumally have been the man
of the house, but it is possible in some artisamilfas it was the wife who
fulfilled these roles, having been, perhaps, tlugrent of a basic education
courtesy of the town’s charity school.

Perhaps societal change among artisans was ohe tddtors driving the
increase in the rates of literacy, but it wouldrsebat the possession or lack of
literacy had, for the greater part of the eightbe@ntury, the effect of increasing
fractionalism within the sector along pre-existimes of religious division rather
than encouraging cohesiveness. The issue themescalid a shared literacy of
itself enhance the cohesiveness of the artisagaheset? Of itself it probably did
not. But literacy was also a means of creatingeshaorms and values, shared
language and imagery. It was these that wereylilkehave created a wider
circle of shared conversation and expectationgviBusly, the combination of
literacy with religious divisions is likely to haweorked against coherence. It
was only towards the turn of the century that arele@f literacy became
increasingly important to all members of the artisagment in Saffron Walden
society.

892 ERO, D/DU 66/12 Declared intent to sell propergjchby the Rose Benefit Club, Saffron Walden,
1771. In 1771 the 35 members of the Rose BenefiieB/ signed or put their mark to a declaration of
intent to sell a property that the society ownethaButter Market. Of the 35 members, 7 (20%) enad
their mark. The trades of 24 of the 35 men hawnbdentified. The majority of members listed were
artisans or shopkeepers, although 3 were listgg@sen or farmers.
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So it would seem that although literacy did begiemcourage a certain degree
of coherence within the artisan segment of Saffialden society towards the
end of the eighteenth century, in preceding yddrad tended to increase
fractionalism by virtue of the increased opportiesitavailable to literate and
numerate artisans. There were, of course, crdfesavthe need for a good level
of literacy and numeracy was more important thavas in others, but all
artisans benefitted from the ability to keep resavtistock and orders, to
complete simple calculations and to present legbld accurate estimates and
bills and this is reflected in the number of bopksduced in the course of the
eighteenth century to assist relatively poorly eded artisans to achieve these
goals. For example Langley®actical Geometry Applied to the Useful arts of
Building Surveying Gardening and Mensuration Cadt¢ed! for the Service of
Gentlemen as well as Artisapsblished in 1728% The Builder’s Dictionanof
17344 or the better-known examples of pattern bookséfminet makers such
as that by Chippendale in 17%24. Perhaps it is true to say that the artisan
segment of society was united by a desire foritbeacy and numeracy that a
reasonable education could give, but was equallyfiented by the ability to
access such an education. Overall the weight afrabmstances bearing upon
the ability to achieve decent standards of literaoy numeracy argues against
coherence throughout the artisan segment for #ater part of the eighteenth
century.

v
The Female Artisan? Did she exist or was she jost husband’s helpmeet?

There is no doubt that the women of a householdahade to fill in eighteenth
century society. The precise nature of that rads wonditioned by the social
segment to which they belonged. For the wife oadisan it has been suggested
that she might have a crucial role as her husbdrelfsmeet. It is now relevant

to enquire whether some women worked as artisatieinown right and to
consider what level of literacy women in artisamaliseholds might have had.

In the above section on literacy and the artisaierence was made to the
establishment of a Charity School in 1715 with pkafor fifteen male and fifteen
female pupils. In that section, although it igesticthat the names of the first

893 Batty LangleyPractical Geometry Applied to the Useful arts ofling Surveying Gardening and
Mensuration Calculated for the Service of Gentlemgmell as Artisanf_.ondon, 1726)

804 Anon, The Builder’s DictionaryLondon, 1734)

85 Thomas Chippendal@he gentleman and cabinet-maker’s directtirgndon, 1754)
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pupils are known, the emphasis was placed on #aesrof the fathers of the
pupils and then on those ten of the first fifteesderpupils identified as being
later apprenticed under the auspices of Bromfielharity. Itis now time to
consider the first fifteen female pupils and, indleather females who took their
places among the artisanal sector of Saffron Wadtberety in the eighteenth
century. Did issues of gender bring coherenceamtibnalism to artisan society?

The first fifteen female pupils were divided inteat groups: those placed in the
care of Mrs Stubbing and those placed with Ann BsenFrom what has been
discovered about these girls, it would seem tliad,the male pupils, they were
drawn from the lower part of the artisan sectofrom the labouring clasg®

The ages of the girls on admission to the Chaahoel seem to have varied
between six and thirteen. The girls were to bghato read and the principles of
Christian religion according to the Anglican faiteach girl was to be allowed a
gown, shoes, stockings and a &prhe girls were also provided with either a
Testament (New Testament), a Bible or a Primeiis WMas presumably based on
their reading ability or otherwise on admissiorie school. The accounts of the
Charity School make it clear from which tradesnrathe town the books or
clothing was to be purchased. For example, boaks wo be bought from
William Winstanley, who also provided gowns, bubeh could be bought from
any one of five different cordwainet¥

It is far harder to follow the fortunes of the fifgteen female pupils of the
Charity school than it is their male counterpakmwever, by consulting
marriage records it is possible that the weddirfghree of the pupils can be
identified, but even this cannot be guaranteednBield’s charity did not
apprentice girls so these records do not provigargormation about what
happened to the girls once they left the Charityo®t It is to be hoped,
however, that the education they received woulehenabled them to support
their husbands in trade through keeping accourtgtanlike.

Although it has not been possible to trace thepdéhs of the first female pupils
of the Charity School, there were women in Safwéalden who were active in
business. The Register of Duties paid for Appoesti Indentures, 1710-18%%
shows that not only were there girls placed apprern whose indentures duty
was paid, but that there were also female mistsas®iving apprentices.

8%t is important to reiterate at this point that ppellation ‘labourer’ at this time may have nighat

the man was working as a journeyman employed bgasten craftsman rather than necessarily a day
labourer.

897 ERO, D/B2/SCH2/1 Accounts of the Charity School3.7

88 ERO, D/B2/SCH2/1 Accounts of the Charity School3.7

899 http://search.ancestry.co.uk/search/db.aspx?dbBiE 1@ bsite interrogated 20/9/2011. This is based
on TNA IR 1/1-79 (Register of Duties paid for Apptiees’ Indentures, 1710-1811).
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Year Name of Master or Mistregs Name of Apprenticérade

1716 John Leverett Susanna Swan Mantua Maker
1733 Alice Leverett Anne Killingback Spinster

1741 Alice Leverett Susanna Fairchild Milliner

1760 Richard Pumfrett Elizabeth Kidman Cordwainer
1777 Hannah Catlin William Nicholls Cordwainer
1794 Mary Turner Elizabeth Griggs Cordwainer

Table 15: References to female apprentices or essés in Saffron Walden
From the Register of Duties paid for Apprenticesléntures, 1710-1811

Since these were apprenticeships on which dutypass it must be assumed
that these were apprenticeships that were takéyusér and were not of the
same kind as the Parish Apprenticeships by whicimggeople likely to become
a burden to the parish were placed, preferablyiadeithe parish so that a new
parish would become responsible for their suppoden the Poor Law'® Girls
placed apprentice by the parish were usually ungamdestic servants by another
name. Apprenticed in housewifery, they worked Fagiit board and lodging for
the term of the apprenticeship. The apprenticashif able 15 were different:
they were to artisanal trades. Mantua making ailichery seem appropriate
trades for girls, cordwaining is more unexpected.

For the purposes of comparison a survey has bedn ofahe apprentice
indentures of Bocking and Halstead, both townssgei retaining good runs of
such indenture§ although in both cases they were administeredéy t
Overseers of the Poor rather than by a charityassthe case in Saffron Walden.
At Bocking sixty of the 430 indentures refer tolgif14%). Of these 47% (28)
showed no trade. Of the remaining 32, 27 showedrtde as ‘weaver’.
Whether the girl was actually apprenticed to thawee or would have been
expected to perform housewifery tasks in the hooigels unclear. Of the
remaining five, three suggest housewifery of somd las they were apprenticed,
respectively, to dairying, housewifery and farmihgt one was to a glover and
the other to a mantua maker, both trades whichl agild have followed,
particularly the latter. A number of the willswbmen of Bocking are also
available but they contain no references to thiates having carried out an
artisanal trade. The Halstead sample shows 55éemp@renticeships out of a
total of 387, again 14%. The overseers seem te haen more punctilious

810 5ee above chapter 5.
81 ERO, D/P 268/14 and D/P 96/14, Apprenticeship mésof Bocking and Halstead respectively.
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about giving the name of the trade. Only six ha@en left blank. Of the other
49, 35 (64%) make reference to housewifery, ocoadiipin conjunction with
weaving of some kind. There are also five refersrspecifically to bay or say
weaving, ten to cotton weavifigand two to stay making which might be a trade
suited to young women. So, in these towns, as findda\Walden, references to
female apprenticeship to artisanal trades are adicplarly common, and in the
latter two parishes it is difficult to be certaim&ther the trade shown actually
disguised a future as a household servant of samaer&ther than training in a
trade.

Christine Wiskin suggests that by the eighteentiiwg gild or borough
ordinances could work for or against women. Irofaable circumstances
married women could trade as though they were sjgldows could continue
the trades of their late husbands, often suppdygdurneymen already involved
in the business, and daughters of freemen coultineenthe trades of their late
fathers. Elsewhere the ability to trade woulddieraited provided it did not
encroach on male occupations. In other areast@ion to women in business
was far less favourabfé?

In Saffron Walden we have seen that a few girlsevegaprenticed to artisanal
trades and that there were equally a few mistrasbesook on apprentices, both
male and femal&* But is there other evidence of women tradindhiirtown
right in Saffron Walden? The accounts of the Gg&@chool between 1715 and
1745"°include the names of not only people who subsdrfbads towards the
setting up and running of the Charity School, bsb @ghe traders from whom
supplies and uniforms for the school should beinbth There is only one
female in the list of subscribers, Mary Gorsuchyidow. Mary was the widow
of John Gorsuch who died in 1712. John is listethe burial register with the
title of ‘Mr’, suggesting that he was either a demtan or a very successful
trader. He was buried in the cross alley of therci which supports the idea
that he was of relatively elevated social st&tfisviary was the only woman to
attend the meeting held to set up the school. petigably took on the role in the
community that her husband had held. Between &nti51725 she contributed
five shillings a year to the costs of running tbbal. In 1715 Mary Gorsuch
was not the only female contributing to the runniegts of the school. Anne,

812 The references to cotton weaving all date from91&18d are evidence of overseers sending parish or
charity children north to the growing cotton indydb get them off the parish books. Mill ownersrey
happy to accept cheap labour from southern parishiesrease their workforces at this time.

813 Christine Wiskin, ‘Urban Businesswomen in Eightie@entury England’ iWwomen and Urban Life

in Eighteenth Century Englaretl. Rosemary Sweet and Penelope Lane (Aldersh@B)2089.

84 See Table 4 above.

815ERO, D/B2/SCH2/1 Accounts of the Charity School3.7

819 ERO, D/P192/1/4.7-8 Saffron Walden burials.
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Countess of Suffolk, contributed £5, and there veargributions of £1 each
from Mesdames Firmin, Dent and West, whilst MisirBsiker gave ten shillings.
Of the six ladies, it seems likely that Mary Gotsueas the only one actively
involved in the running of the school since she atended the initial meeting.

The accounts also make reference to female tréeéng involved in the supply
of goods to the Charity School. In 1715, Ann Hopads listed as one of the
five suppliers of shoes. She was a widow, her &mdlohn having died that
year; she was presumably continuing his businksthe same year Ann
Goldsmith was supplying stockings, Widow Rankinrfaland Widow Agus caps
and bands.

In 1719 the accounts show payments for the buildimd) painting of a gallery in
the church to accommodate the Charity School adndMary Morgan was paid
for supplying nails and other ironware. Mary Mangaas a spinster who died in
17528 In the accounts for 1720-1, Mrs Blacklock wagtovide caps and
bands and Dame Breen thread. Dame Breen was th@fRobert Breens, a
fustian weaver who made a will in 17%4.

It can be seen that women were accepted as trid8egfron Walden in the
eighteenth century, as Deborah Simonton suggestshgacase in many towns at
this time®"® In most instances the evidence from Saffron WaliEmonstrates
that it was either widows carrying on their huslk&mmisinesses or spinsters
working in the businesses that their fathers hadigevho were trading
independently. Where the appellation ‘Mistressisgd, it is not always possible
to identify the marital status of the woman coneerbecause ‘Mistress’ tended
to indicate status and the respect of the commdioiitthe woman rather than
marital status.

Many more women were certainly working in partngrskith their husbands in
business, either supporting the husband by proyidssistance in the shop,
keeping accounts or by working with him to provgtds for the business.
Other women may have worked in trades that wereptamentary to the main
family business. For example the will of FrancesiBhty, widow, proved in
1714, includes the legacy of a loom to her daugBlieabeth Odell at which she
says that she customarily wove swaddling bandsagralr of blades and a
winding wheel to her son Jam®8. Frances’ husband Thomas, who died in

87 ERO, 42 CR 16, Will of Mary Morgan, 1752.

818 ERO, 317CR15, Will of Robert Breens, 1734.

819 Deborah Simonton, ‘Claiming their place in thepmrate community’ ifThe Invisible Womaads.
Isabelle Baudino, Jacques Carré and Cécile Révdagarshot, 2005), p.102.

820 ERO, 253 CR 12, will of Frances Doughty, proved4.7
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1710, was a swaddling band wea¥@rso it is likely that Frances assisted him,
perhaps with the necessary winding and then toek the actual weaving when
he died.

If Mary Gorsuch and Mary Morgan are to be takeexamples of women
working in Saffron Walden in the eighteenth centuvgmen were hardly
invisible as has been suggestedie Invisible Womaff? In 1768 the name
‘Martha Adcock’ appears in the list of names of plecselected to serve on the
Grand Jury’® It is likely that this is an error since her hard’s name was
Matthew, but Martha would have been a person ofesstatus in the town as the
keeper of one of the larger ale houses. In 1786ree out of seventeen
alehouses in the town a woman was named as timséeeMary Pilgrim at the
White Hart, Mary Smith at The Bull and Sibitha Adk%“ at The Belf® The
White Hart was a large establishment near the Md&leee, The Bull Inn was
another fair-sized alehouse near the market, whilstBell was in Castle Street.
In 1799 Ann Ersewell was licensee of the Cross Kayarge establishment on
the corner of the High street and King Streetedoh case these were more than
mere alehouses although they did not have thesstditilne Rose and Crown in
the Market Place.

Although Mary Gorsuch was unusual in attending mestwhich usually were
the preserve of men, for example the meetings didide time when the Charity
School was being set up, patently women were iragin the commercial life of
the town. Further evidence of this comes fromitiserance policies that were
taken out in the 1780s by inhabitants of Saffrorid&a®® Although the vast
majority of the 125 policy holders were men, elewste women. Of these
eleven, nine were either spinsters or widows, wowiéim property that they
needed to protect, but two were tradeswomen. Hailfidcock appears again,
taking out insurance in a sum of £200 in 1784 aestdbing herself as a
victualler, whilst in 1777 Rebecca Rankin, who digsd herself as a grocer,
draper and tallow chandler, took out insurancéémvery large sum of £1,600.

Whilst neither Sibitha nor Rebecca was practismiganal trades, their
engagement in business is further evidence thatemonere involved in the
business world of eighteenth century Saffron Walden

821 ERO, D/P 192/1/4/7-8, Burial records for SaffromMén.

822 5ee note 813 above.

823 ERO, D/B 2/QSS1 series 1768.

824 Sibitha Adcock was the daughter of Matthew Adcomntioned above.

825 ERO, D/B 2/QSS6/2 Alehousekeepers Licensing Ba@B6-1815

826 UKDA, SN 1838, Fire Insurance records derived friina insurance policy registers of the Sun and
Royal Exchange Insurance Companies between 17757861
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One further possible source of evidence about teegnce or absence of female
artisans in eighteenth century Saffron Waldengadges in wills. Although few
and far between, there are occasional referendéeg iwills of artisans
concerning the disposition of the tools of thead or their stock-in-trade to
female relatives. For example, in the will of Abaan Cornell, a baker, written
in 1753 and proved in 1767, he leaves to his daudkéachel all the stock in
what he describes as ‘her sh8ff’. Unfortunately it has not been possible to
identify the nature or the location of Rachel’sihass. In the will of Ruth
Rusted, herself the widow of a baker, made in 1at@2proved in 1790, she
leaves to her daughter Ruth ‘all my beams, seaghts, flour bins and sacks
to enable her to continue in the business | noWwviglunmolested by any of my
other children®?® The legacy is on the proviso that Ruth is stilgte and living
with her mother at the time of her mother’s deathis will suggests that Ruth
senior was practising the trade of a baker, hagnegumably inherited the
business from her husband, Jarffés.

It is interesting to note that as well as havirtgade in common, both of these
families were nonconformist. The Cornells attenttelAbbey Lane Chapel
whilst the Rusteds were members of the High SBaetist Church. Although
too small a number to be in any sense conclugigi®es suggest that maybe
nonconformist artisan families were more open witlea of a daughter
following an artisan trade in her own right, pautarly if she was single and
would need to support herself in life.

The artisan wills of Saffron Walden do throw upeavfmore references to
women following artisanal trades. There are arratbeen wills, all made by
women, which make reference to trade in some faramother. Of the seven
wills, six are those of widows and one of a spinstehey all make reference to
either stock-in-trade or business premises: sksiphts, malting office. The most
informative is that of Frances Doughty proved i14%° which not only
mentions equipment to be distributed, her son Javasgo have a pair of blades
and a winding wheel, but also makes specific refezdo her trade as a weaver
of swaddling bands. The loom on which she woventigepart of the legacy to
her daughter Elizabeth Odell, who presumably wss able to weave in order
for the loom to be an appropriate legacy. Frammmasghty also left a not
insignificant amount of property so her weaving \wasbably not a necessity for
survival but rather a trade of which she was proud.

87ERO, 55 CR 17, Will of Abraham Cornell, proved 176

828 ERO, 347 CR 18, Will of Ruth Rusted, proved 1790
829 ERO, 289 CR 17, Will of James Rusted, proved 1774
80ERO, 253 CR 12, Will of Frances Doughty, widowoyed in 1714.
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The other six wills are less clear about whethentioman concerned was
actively involved in an artisanal trade or notsdems likely in most cases that
they were simply continuing their deceased huslsahdsiness, probably
supported by family, apprentices and journeymen provided the skilled
labour®**

The nine women discussed above form only a veryl gra# of the artisanal
population of Saffron Walden, but it is entirelygsile that other women were
involved in trade to whom all reference has nowndest.

On the basis of such evidence as we have, itesasting to note, though, the
range of trades in which women were involved irheagnth century Saffron
Walden. There were shopkeepers and alehouse kesperell as butchers,
bakers, cordwainers, blacksmiths, mantua makersralliders to name but a
few. These do not necessarily accord well withdibietemporary view of trades
suitable for a woman. |A general description of all trades, digested in
alphabetical ordet*? published in 1747 the anonymous author is quiéeipe
about the trades ‘he’ deems suitable for girlazateth Kowaleski-Wallace has
analysed the book and lists trades to which gafslwze apprenticed as: bodice
making, button making, hatband making, hoop peaiticoaking, mantua making
and millinery®*® As we have seen (above p.192) there are two dearpgirls
being apprenticed as mantua makers or millinersotherwise Saffron Walden

does not seem to match up with what was happenihgndon.

The use of a range of different source materiatsxoomally considered when
discussing the role of women has suggested tHaafinon Walden, perhaps, the
role of women in trade and artisan crafts was ¢|adthough still not identical,
to Christine Wiskin’s suggestion that economicaltyive women were to be
found in a limited range of occupations, especitibse involved in the
provision of food and drink, textile and clothingpduction and shopkeepifd.
Some women ran businesses in their own right, stbeerated as the widows or
spinster daughters of town artisans or tradesriée. lack of a rigid gild
structure in Saffron Walden perhaps made it edsiea competent woman to run
a business and it is possible that the strengtton€onformity in the town led to
a more open approach to women tradespeople thatoviesfound in other

81t is possible to identify Elizabeth Archer asrzpinvolved in a malting enterprise and Francesislar
had a number of butcher’s shops and stalls. Timer@tomen make reference to shops or stock-in-trade
without being more specific.

832 Anon, A general description of all trades, digested iptalbetical order: by which parents, guardians,
and trustees, may, with greater ease anfLandon for T. Waller, 1747).

833 Elizabeth Kowaleski-Wallac&onsuming Subjects: Women, Shopping, and Busiméiss Eighteenth
Century(New York, 1997), p.117.

834 Wiskin,‘Urban Businesswomen in Eighteenth Cenftingland’ p.87.
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towns where the established church was more domirais also interesting to
note that, of the eight female wills that make #peceference to stock-in-trade,
tools of a trade, commercial premises or a busjriegsof the eight testators
were literate. Perhaps the combination of liteyamonconformity and the lack of
a rigid gild structure allowed women in Saffron \dkah with a degree of
business acumen to make use of either a formaeappeship or a trade or craft
learned alongside a husband and to develop theirbmsinesses when
circumstances either allowed or, indeed, forcegbdn them.

Conclusion

The content of this chapter throws up some interg@sjuestions about the nature
of fractionalism within the artisan segment of gopulation of Saffron Walden
in the course of the eighteenth century.

The evidence from the available records suggeats¢figion enhanced
fractionalism within the artisan sector of sociefys set out aboV&® success in
the public life of the town—that is membership loé¢ self-perpetuating oligarchy
of the Corporation at the level of Alderman or adewequired adherence to the
tenets of the Anglican Church. In practice thiskithe form of sacrament
certificates given for public participation in HodGommunion in an Anglican
church. Membership of one of the nonconformistrchas in the town
automatically excluded a man from one of thesecquasitions unless he was
prepared to compromise his principles—and it iy \i&ely that some did! A
lower position in the hierarchy of the town suctcasstable or overseer of the
poor was open to a member of the nonconformist confiyn In this context
common-sense dictated that talent should not heebnbverlooked because of
religious persuasion!

For a nonconformist artisan the lack of a positiothe higher echelons of the
Corporation, although it deprived him of networkimgportunities that mixing
with the ‘Great and Good’ might have afforded, dat mean that such an artisan
was deprived of networks which might aid him in tneede. As we have seen
members of the Independent and Baptist commurtigelsnetworks which

835 See Chapter 2, p52
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spread over neighbouring counties because of tlyalvead their churches were
organised>®

As seen above, Quaker networks were much more &xteragain because of
the way in which the Society of Friends was orgadhimito Annual and Quarterly
meetings which drew representatives from all okerdountry. In the case of the
Quakers, at least, their extensive networks allomacbnly for economic, but
also social links, to be established in a way tined not open to an artisan
member of the parish church unless he held a vewated social position in the
town.

It would seem, then, that membership of a nonconiirchurch did lead to
fractionalism amongst the artisan sector of sodretyaffron Walden since—
given a level playing field in the other factorsassary for success in an
artisanal trade—it seemed to enhance the probabflitommercial success.

In addition, as shown abo%&,the links between nonconformity and literacy also
led to fractionalism amongst the artisan segmeatjqularly in the earlier part of
the eighteenth century. It has been suggestecshtimaionformists placed a
greater importance on literacy than did membetb®®stablished church. The
lack of source materials means that it is not fs$0 compare the relatively

high levels of basic literacy among artisan membétke Baptist and Abbey
Lane congregations with their peers belonging éoAhglican churct®

As the century progressed, however, the effedi@fitactionalism brought about
by literacy decreased as general levels of litenacgeased among the artisan
segment of Saffron Walden. It seems likely that tias affected by the
increasing influence of the Charity School in poirg a basic level of education
for the children, both sons and daughters, of desgartisans. The importance
of this single institution in decreasing the frao@lism caused by the possession
or otherwise of a basic level of literacy amongst artisan segment cannot be
over emphasized. Nonconformist fathers were ntaa happy to allow their
children to attend the services held in the pastalrch as required by the
foundation of the Charity School if it allowed thehildren to gain the prize that
was literacy’>®

As concluded above, artisans were united by a@&siobtain basic standards of
literacy and numeracy to allow them to take advgataf the opportunities that
such skills afforded, but for the greater parthef eighteenth century access was

83 See above footnote 771 about Baptist links witmBradgeshire.
837 See above Section Ill, current chapter, on Litgr the Artisan
83 See above footnotes 734, 735, 736.

839 See above footnote 838.
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not equally available to the families of all arisa The factors which influenced
this have been considered in detail but one ofrtbst telling was, without
doubt, religious persuasion.

Is it possible to use this case study of Saffrondétato throw light on the wider
implications of religious persuasion and literagcycausing fractionalism within
the artisan population in general? In many waggabsition in Saffron Walden
could be said to reflect that of many small eighteeentury market towns.
Many others possessed a Grammar School which wasslapplemented by a
Charity School before the later advent of the N&tl@and British schools
movements in the nineteenth century it is true thatreligious makeup of the
population of Saffron Walden means that there iectors at work that were
particular to the town. Thus if any attempt shdaddmade to generalise from
this particular case study, it is important to edasthe specific factors that gave
Saffron Walden its precise character.

Nonetheless, this aspect of this case study mayhaeé implications on a larger
scale. It seems to indicate that the random avisiflaof institutional provisions
such as the Charity School in Saffron Walden haerg real effect on
differentiating one locality from another and aahs in one place from artisans
in another. This was increasingly the case adtasgighteenth century as the
benefits arising from literacy increased.
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Chapter 8
Conclusion

There is no doubt, based on the evidence of tha towhive and other surviving
records, that the artisan segment formed a majpiop&affron Walden society
and, indeed, that of other small market towns sifvdlar charactef*° However,
studies of the available source materials and #hiews case studi&s carried
out as part of this thesis indicate that there avasarked differentiation within
this segment of society. Moreover, it was charaszd by huge volatility. Two
men born at around the same time, with roughlysdrae opportunities of birth
and place in the sibling order, and carrying out/\e@milar trades could find
themselves in very different positions as they ndoweo old age. During the
research process the description of and reasortigdiractionalism and this
volatility became central to this thesis.

In drawing together the evidence, it has becomar ¢leat the fate of the artisan
who lived in Saffron Walden in the eighteenth ceptworshipped in one of its
churches and took his refreshment in one of its mmalehouses, was dependent
on three main factors: fractionalism, personal gloe# or misfortune, and the
impact of charitable institutions. The importaméeach of these factors will be
reviewed here in the light of the available souraerials and the various case
studies within this thesis.

I Fractionalism

It would seem that fractionalism pervaded all agpetthe life of an eighteenth
century Saffron Walden artisan. On a purely pesktont the life chances of
any given artisan were heavily influenced by hisibess acumen. This, in turn,
was affected by the circumstances of his birth githeécation and training that he
received and the support which his particular pathe social segment
offered®? However, in the long run these factors couldaw@rcome the
mistakes made by a man who lacked the necessagnaibusiness acumen. In
the artisanal society, and in the eighteenth cgntuparticular, this was a critical
factor.

Nonetheless, personal circumstances alone didawarg the range of life
chances experienced by members of the artisan segringociety. Firstly the

840 5ee above chapter 2.

81 See the appendices 3 and 4 below, the Archeryanil Thomas Scrambler.

842 See above in the chapter 7 the support offeratidBociety of Friends to its members who
experienced problems with their businesses, ppf.191
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artisans and small tradesmen formed the backbotiewfcommunities through
their interaction with the civic, economic, socald religious life of the town.
As such they represented a social type of whichreanain today but in the
eighteenth century their existence as a crucidlgdahe structure of the town
was clearly evident to both their contemporaries @more recent
commentators. It was, however, equally clear thaas not a segment whose
form was set in stone. Although central to thaatructure of the town, it was
not, in itself, an impervious social group. Menvad in and out of the segment
and the vagaries of circumstance meant that therfes of its members could
change markedly over the course of their lifetimisitself this contributed to a
key characteristic of the segment that it was witsty and markedly fragmented
and fractionalised.

So, what was it that gave rise to these charatitey®s In particular, what caused
this fragmentation and fractionalism? The fraciism was the result of the
factors mentioned above combined with an elemegeofjraphical mobility.

For many artisans, theirs was a ‘public’ life ahdd service as a civic or
parochial officer was a significant facet of thexistence. Moreover, the very
form of their manufacture and commerce also couted to this public
existence. In terms of the civic and parish striectaf the town, records show
that artisans served in all the offices availabberf lowly parish constable to the
Mayor who also served as a justice of the peacenasdstyled not only by
himself but also by his peers as a ‘gentleman’e aftisan who rose to serve his
community as its Mayor was a man of consideralaedhg in the town who
might enter into correspondence with the local geas did Henry Archer, a
maltster, during the ‘Bread Riots’ of the last déeaf the centur§’* A boy who
started life as an apprentice might, thus, endifeiss a respected ‘gentleman’
with all the privileges that such an appellatiorriea, but only if he was
prepared to publicly espouse the rituals of thaldisthed church in order to gain
the necessary sacrament certificates as mentidrock &

Other men served the town as churchwardens. Qyaie these tended to be
men of substance as well as members of the establshurch, as were the
Mayors and Aldermen. Access to these positionsdeased to members of the
nonconformist community since a valid sacramentifeste was required to
take on these officé§> Overseers of the poor, however, were not requodz
in possession of a valid sacrament certificatesanthis post was open to

83 ERO, D/DBy 012, Copies of correspondence and sanigénal letters in connection with the Saffron
Walden bread riots, 1795-6.

844 See above p.52

85 ERO, D/D B2/QSS7/14 Sacrament certificates fofrBafWalden.
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members of the various nonconformist churchesetdlwn, opening up a pool
of talent that would have otherwise gone unused.

The lowest parish official for whom some recordseix the Saffron Walden
archive was the parish constable. This was afposither a young man with
ambition or steady older man with no ambition. &goung artisan with
aspirations towards major civic office, and perhapsnfluential patron, the
acquisition of the post of parish constable wakepmng stone towards greater
things®*® There were also other parish offices includingv8yor of the
Highways, Scavenger and various market officialsthe records do not provide
sufficient references to enable us to see if theme posts taken up by artisans.

The artisan who rose in the civic and parish h@ramwas in a very different
position to those who were the objects of attentibmen such as the parish
constable or the overseer of the poor, althougy, tie®, might be artisans. The
records show that men who practised artisanal sragee also to be found in the
parish workhouse or in receipt of parish reliebnte artisans also experienced
the ultimate indignity of being recorded in theiphmrecords as ‘paupers’ on
their burial. So holding parochial office, or,ahatively being the object of this
work served to differentiate among artisans.

Economic circumstances as well as the achievemdatk of a position in the
civic hierarchy also led to fractionalism in théisan class as the chapter above
on economic fractionalism explaifif. Some trades, when practised by a skilful
artisan with his fair share of business acumemaedigher rewards than others.
The successful maltster or cloth worker was likelgarn more than a humble
cordwainer or carpenter, although there were alveageptions where business
acumen allowed a lowly tradesman to make a healilbbgess of his business as
did the Catlin dynasty of cordwainéts.

The economic success of an artisan was conditinaednly by his own
business acumen, but also by the circumstanceis ofigins which determined
the trade to which he might be apprenticed. The gfZzhe premium demanded
for the placing of an apprentice meant that onlyaradfluent men could seek to
apprentice a son to an apothecary, gold-or silvighson cabinet maker. A boy
dependent on charity for his apprenticeship prenthachto set his sights
considerably lower and accept a future as a cortevaiailor, barber or

848 He might have consulted books such asGbmplete Parish Officefpublished 1763) to help him
ensure that his duties were carried out so sat@ifcthat they might come to the notice of théing
oligarchy of the town.

847 See above Chapter 6.

848 See above pp. 174ff.
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woodworker?*® At the very bottom of the pile, the parish appi@nhad to be
grateful for whatever place could be found for hiAnything to stop him from
being a charge on the parish would do! So, th&kethadifferences in what
apprenticeship meant for different boys also cbaotad to the differentiation of
the segment.

Macro-economic conditions also had a marked etiadhe economic
fractionalism of Saffron Walden’s artisan segmenhiis was the case both in
terms of structural changes within the larger ecoyand in terms of cyclical
fluctuations in the health of the economy as a whah the early part of the
century the cloth trade was the backbone of Safvalden’s prosperity. Wool
was spun, combed and woven before being dyed—smeetising the saffron
crocus which grew in profusion around the town aith gave the town its
name. Wills show that weavers and woolcombers wene of property*° But

it is evident that changes in economic circumstameéhe middle of the century
when European wars meant that overseas marketsefdlew Draperies’
contracted, led to a decline in the cloth tradely@hree of seventeen wills of
cloth workers discussed above are dated in théHest decades of the century.
The rapid decline of the cloth trade meant thatyr@rSaffron Walden'’s cloth
workers fell on hard times in the middle yearsh# tentury and it became
necessary to find alternative ways of earning téeast supplementing, a
declining living. The arrival of a new owner atday End with plans for many
changes, including landscaping of the estate amtitthway diversions that this
required, must have proved a God-send to the hasked parish officials faced
with a high demand for parish support.

Fortunately for the town the enparking of AudleydBmas not the only new
economic opportunity to present itself. The graywlemand for malt to serve
the London market offered an opportunity for theepreneurially minded
artisan and many seized it, working either full¢im their new trade or using it
to supplement declining income from the cloth tratfethe latter years of the
century large-scale maltsters replaced clothieth@slominant force in the town.
The consequences of these macro-economic circucegtaerve to remind us
that towns like Saffron Walden were, indeed, p&d targer and more
impersonal economic system that radically affetbedives of the inhabitants.

89 Chart 4 above shows trades to which Bromfieldifdeén were apprenticed.

80 Wwills of Saffron Walden weavers and woolcombersvsi0 proved in the local church courts and 7 in
the Prerogative Court of Canterbury in the eightieeentury. Of these 14 were proved before 178b.
course there were many more clothworkers for whorwitl exists and who may have had much smaller
estates.
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And how did these changes affect fractionalism withe artisan segment of
Saffron Walden society? Those with skill, wit amdrepreneurial knowhow
rose above the problems that the decline of thi ¢ttade had presented, others,
as a consequence, fell into poverty. An exampkhisfdecline is to be seen in
the case of Thomas ScramBféwho had been of sufficient status in 1715 to
sign the Oath of Allegiance to Geord&but who, by 1751, was in receipt of a
charitable handout, the Tollesbury Dole of Cl&th.

Economic fractionalism was, undoubtedly, a fadifefwithin the artisan
segment of Saffron Walden society, influenced ags#g by differentiation not
only between but also within trades. This différ&iion was a result of the
business acumen of the individual, family circumstss, their ability to cope
with macro-economic events and their religious pasgn.

As we have seen abo¥¥ it would seem from the evidence available that the
religious persuasions of the artisan segment df@atValden society further
enhanced the degree of fractionalism within thig@e Whilst membership of
the established church might permit a man to clinggreasy pole of civic and
parochial office holding, attendance at one ofttven’s nonconformist churches
might bar this particular path even to an ambitiows. But nonconformity also
carried with it certain advantages that might aygdang artisan.

In the process of research it has become evidahtriembers of the Baptist and
Independent communities had networks which embraeeghbouring counties,
whilst Quaker networks were even more extensiviee qature of the Quaker
networks in particular offered not only economic also social links in a way
not open to an ordinary artisan member of the cagegron of the Anglican
church. Given a level playing field in terms oétbther factors necessary for
success in an artisanal trade, it would appeamtieainbership of one of the
town’s nonconformist churches did enhance the gotibaof commercial
success and thus led to further fractionalism withe segment. In Saffron
Walden, at least, during the eighteenth centurycmrformity was strong with
no less than three different churches attractimgegations in the latter part of
the century as well as those attending the Qualesting.

The nature of the nonconformist networks meant@haker artisans, in
particular, were able to travel the country in shasf enhanced employment
opportunities certain of a welcome and supporatMeeting wherever they

81 see below Appendix 4 ‘Thomas Scrambler, a man whspirations exceeded his fate.’
82ERO, D/B 2/QSS2/3, list of those taking the oath 715.

853 saffron Walden Museum, uncatalogued, see abodsp.1

84 See Chapter 7 above.
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settled provided they were of good character. Hanethey were not alone in
practising mobility in the pursuit of better opporities and it would seem that
mobility, in all its guises, was one of the factasich contributed to
fractionalism within the artisanal segment of eggnith century Saffron Walden
society®”>

The social status of a boy, as has been discusdglenced where and to what
trade he might be apprenticed. Boys from moreaft artisanal backgrounds
were more likely to be apprenticed to masters énlaéinger provincial towns and
in London where their training was more likely ® &t the cutting edge of
innovation. The placement of charity apprenticesthe other hand, was more
likely to be influenced by the links that the meelivplaced in the town’s
hierarchy had established and so might be at ardistor much closer to home,
even within the town itself. Parish apprenticesenglaced as far as possible
away from the home parish to enable them to seseitlement elsewhere and
thus be less of a drain on parish funds.

The laws of settlement, combined with a desirestarial improvement, also had
an effect on fractionalism within the artisan segtne the eighteenth century.
Those armed with a settlement certificate fromrtheime parish or welcomed by
relatives or employers willing to enter into a bardtheir behalf were more
likely to settle successfully into a new parishrtheere those whose fortunes
were on the wane and who might be returned by dhistpauthorities to their
original place of settlemefit® Of course those who could afford to buy or rent
property subject to parish rates could circumvkatlaws of settlement
altogethe>” These were normally professional men or the rhiggtly skilled
artisans: again, this contributed to fractionalism!

Mobility was, of course, not merely geographictsnature. Within any
artisan’s life cours&>® the stage reached might affect his social positibhis

was particularly so in his more mature years.hbrniddle years of his career an
artisan might hope to be secure in his standirigercommunity, an independent
master with a position of some kind in its orgatiszal hierarchy. As

mentioned above, some artisans rose to be aldeammemayof>° but others,

85 See above, the chapter 5, section iv on the impfaredigious fractionalism on the artisan segnment
the population of eighteenth century Saffron Walden

85 For example Leonard Alderson whose efforts to taprhis lot met with little success, see above
p.150

87 Release and conveyance of a property in Market Safiron Walden, between Mr. William
Mapletoft, gentleman, and Richard Burrows, cabinaker, ¥ July, 1787 and a mortgage between
Richard Burrows and Samuel Cole, maltster, in tia ef £300, 4 July, 1787. MS$enes me

88 See above Chapter 5

89 See above p.227
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less fortunate, began to slide towards pauperdaifinass struck and businesses
failed 2°°

In old age this fractionalism continued. Some rhad become wealthy; others
were dependent for their survival on their familkeon charity. Even within the
group in receipt of charity fractionalism is cledrhose in receipt of patronage
from the town’s ruling oligarchy might find themges housed in relative
comfort for the rest of their lives in the town’$mshouse, others, less fortunate,
were forced to accept parish relief or the ignonohthe workhouse in their
failing years.

Thus it can be seen that divisions existed withedrtisan segment of society:
between those who had and those who had not; betiheee who accrued
wealth and those who lost both financially andeimts of social connections;
between those who belonged to a particular relgolenomination and those
who did not. Fractionalism was rife in the societyartisans in eighteenth
century Saffron Walden. Each sub-group had diffeexpectations of what life
might bring and of what status they might attdinmight be said that each sub-
group experienced a different way of life and tihat difference between those at
the top and those at the bottom of the artisan saggmay have gaped as wide
for members of that social sector as the differdsetereen gentleman and
labourer. Further, in some degree the system hawv& been reflexive, feeding
back on itself. This was because of the limiteggutal space that such a town
encompassed and because the community was sodiawiilh its members and
the various facets of their lives. The differentia in fluctuating fortunes that

we can reconstruct from the archives must also baea clearly evident to
contemporaries. Quite possibly, it was a mattetiséussion when observing the
fate of individuals and their families in the coei social gatherings and at
vestry meeting&®! These observations of others must have shapddateand
expectations of the observant artisan.

An investigation of fractionalism within the artisaegment was not the original
aim of this research, but an examination of theseiindicated it to be the
salient feature in eighteenth century Saffron Wialdéwo other major
conclusions have also arisen from this study: e of misfortune in the lives of
artisans and the importance of the presence onabs# charitable institutions
to those artisans. Both of these also had a ma#edt on the fractionalism
which has been found to exist within the artisagnsent of eighteenth century
Saffron Walden.

80 5ee above Chapter 5, iii.
81 ERO, D/B 2/PAR10/1 Parish Committee Book, 1793-9
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ii. Misfortune

As has been become evident in a number of precetiiagters, misfortune could
have a very marked effect on the life of an eightieeentury artisan. The type
of misfortune which might befall an artisan coutdlude: illness, family tragedy,
natural disaster and fire. Chance meant that@dlaas, no matter their status in
the community, level of skill or business acumenyld fall victim to such
misfortunes. However there was a further misfagttirat could beset some
artisans — ineptitude in business matters, andrimsediately led to
fractionalism within the segment. Let us returmmtoonsideration of those
extraneous misfortunes and reflect on whether thiesecould lead to
fractionalism within the sector. Random misfortysh&yed a far greater part in
the lives of individuals because of the limiteditalality of institutional
cushioning to which modern British society is adoosed.

lliness could strike at any time. Wealthier amisanight have recourse to the
services of one of Saffron Walden’s medical prawi#rs, but the majority were
forced to look to friends and families and, whdrie tvas lacking, to the parish.
The overseers’ recortfsshow many examples of small sums of money handed
out to help in times of sickness, be it of thesani himself or his wife or child.

Family tragedies also had an influence on theclifierse of an artisan. A striking
example is that of Thomas ArcH&’.Thomas was a member of a successful
dynasty who might have been expected to play asfisignt a role in the affairs
of the town as two of his brothers. However theords show no evidence of
this. This may well be because of the suicidei®fhfe after the birth of their
only child®* It would seem that fractionalism could occur ewethin a set of
brothers! Personal disasters could be one reasdhdse differentiations.

Natural disaster could also have an immense ingrathe fortunes of an artisan.
In 1792 the Bridge End area of Saffron Walden expeed a devastating flood
on a rare occasion when the River Slade flowinguph that area became a
raging torrent. All strata of society would haweeh affected by this disaster, but
some were more able to cope than others. An anwe had lost not only his
home, but also his place of work, the tools oftrasle and any stock-in-trade,
would have been in a very poor position. On tlmsasion the town rallied to
help those who could not help themselves and acaphisn was raised to help
those most in neéd> We may speculate that one reason for contribuimthe

%2 FRO, D/D B2/PAR3/1 Saffron Walden Overseers’ actsiook, 1781-1797

83 See Appendix 5The Fortunes of the Archer Family’.

84ERO, D/B 2/0OFF3/11, Inquest on Mary Archer, 1762.

85ERO, D/B 2/PAR9/23, List of subscribers to a fuadelp those affected by the flood of 1792.
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part of the fortunate was a sense of ‘there buttfergrace...” Such disasters
may have differentiated fortunes, but they alsmearaged social coherence.

Fortunately floods were a rare event in Saffrondal Shortage of water was a
far more common problem. Fire, on the other harad an ever-present threat to
the livelihood of an artisan and it is here thatfronalism amongst the artisan
segment of society is particularly clear as theuwgrdrew towards its close.

In the last quarter of the century the arrivaliof fnsurance in the town meant
that those who could afford the premium were abli@sure their property
against the disaster that a fire could be. Recsindss that 124 premiums were
taken out in the 1770s and 1780s. Research hasfide 39 names of artisans
in this group; approximately 27% of the artisarentlentitled to serve on the
Grand Jury’®® Since not all artisans met the property qualifazato serve on
the Grand Jury, this suggests that only some adibad sufficient disposable
income to be able to afford to take out an insuggsremium. The majority were
forced to trust to luck and turned to friends aedyhbours for help if and when
misfortune struck—as in the case of Thomas LovedmlySamuel Missen when
Samuel’s house was destroyed by ffe.

The issue of fire insurance clearly illustrated t@ only were some artisans in a
position to take advantage of the security thafféred whilst others were forced
to rely on the vagaries of chance, but also theaghpn artisans of the
institutional changes that were taking place irtdnias a whole as the
eighteenth century drew to a close. At the begigif the century, artisans
throughout the country had had to rely on caregoutl fortune to guard their
properties against fire, by its close insurance avaslable to those with the
funds to purchase it. This ensured that any darbgdee could be made good
allowing an artisan to continue his trade and gtevor his family without
resorting to support from his fellows or the paridhmes were a changing!

lii. Institutional Impact

One of the main causes of change in the lives wiesartisans in Saffron Walden
in the eighteenth century was the arrival of theu@i School. Saffron Walden
had been well served with charities providing futwput poor children
apprentice (Bromfields and Suffolk and Turnersyjrgg hand-outs of bread and

8% See below, Appendix 2 ‘Fire Insurance in Saffroaltfén’ for more detail..
87ERO, QSS2/14/24, Petition of Thomas Loveday andug Missen, between 1729 and 1743.
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cloth (the Tollesbury Dole for example) and cariagthe more fortunate aged in
the Almshouse for many years. Its Grammar Schadlderved those who could
secure a place through patronage or paying, butadidu for the rest of Saffron
Walden society had been a hit-and-miss affair. sTihwas that in the early years
of the century literacy among the artisan segmexd tve preserve of those
whose fathers had been able to send them, evatyifar a short time, to the
Grammar School. In this earlier period, literacgsva clear source of
fragmentation within the artisan sector.

However, in 1715 the town’s Charity School was fdeth, making provision for
the education of fifteen boys and fifteen girls@éading and the principles of
Christian religion according to the tenets of theieh of England®® Of those
first 30 children it has been possible to identifg occupations of the parents of
21. Of these, 13 followed artisanal trades. passible that some of the
remaining eight were also artisans, perhaps worasgpurneymen since they
were designated as labourers.

Records do not exist for other cohorts of chiloeatering the Charity School,
but it seems very likely that many other artisdaatilies would have sought
admission for their children. Those who had agrawith a position in the
Corporation stood a much better chance of secuatimgission not only to the
Charity School but also of getting help from ondha town’s charities in
placing them apprentice. Although the Charity Stlveas administered accords
to the tenets of the established church, it seegtyhlikely that nonconformist
parents would have also sought to secure covetagpifor their children given
the enthusiasm of these denominations for literdogeed, it seems likely that
literacy levels were higher than the norm amonggtans of nonconformist
persuasions if the evidence of records such aahitigy to sign their name on
admission to the fellowship of the church is tcbledieved®®®

The Charity School and the town’s other charities/le clear evidence of the
importance of institutions not only to the overa#ll-being of the town. But
they also helped to create differentiation withie artisan sector. Attendance at
the Charity School ensured literacy. This alonaméhat, given an otherwise
level playing field, a child of artisan stock stomdbetter chance of running a
successful enterprise since he, or his wife, coetdrd orders efficiently,
communicate with customers and keep accounts.toMae's charities meant that
a boy of humble origins could be placed appreritics giving him the chance to
learn the skills that in time would equip him taccbee an independent master

88 ERO, D/B 2/SCH2/1 Accounts of the Charity Sch@&alffron Walden, 1715-1745, above p.55ff.
859 D/NC 23/1/1/ Membership of the Upper Meeting 17Z8n the Church Book

235



Hilary Walker
Differentiating the artisan

craftsman and contribute to the community throuighplrish dues and by,
perhaps, holding a civic or parish office.

The institutions of Saffron Walden clearly had ampact on the town. They
provided access to literacy for a lucky group framongst those unable to afford
the Grammar school. Similarly they provided acdedsinds for placing

children apprentice for those fortunate enoughetuee the patronage of
powerful men within the town. Later in life themAshouse allowed another
lucky few, again the recipients of patronage fraone ‘great and the good’ of the
town, to live out their days in relative comfortdasecurity.

Furthermore, the informal institution of patronagelearly evident in relation to
the town’s formal institutions and suggests thattionalism within the artisan
sector of society was not simply limited to thegaretween the putative
gentleman and the pauper, but even occurred wgttwaps within that range.
Thus the son of one cordwainer, for example, miglr admission to the
Charity School and secure an apprenticeship cquaeBromfields Charity,
whilst the son of his neighbour received neithethee benefits. Clearly
patronage played an enormous role in allowing &isaar access to the benefits
that the town’s charitable institutions could brinbhe recipient of patronage
would expect to repay the favour received by ofigisupport, in a variety of
ways, to their kind patron. A vote might be casaiParliamentary election in a
particular way?'® or support offered on a matter of discussionmaeating of the
Corporation, where the client might have some grilte. For those recipients of
patronage in the lower tier of artisans, it is learid find evidence of reciprocity,
perhaps it was more a case of words spoken in sujppa local alehouse or
dedicated service as a member of an extended faeilyork. Thus the role of
patronage provided a means of cutting across thedmal strata of social
segments and creating links of a more verticalneatu

It is also important to consider the role that pafige had had in providing the
very institutions to which it would later provideaess. It was the presence of
men and women of good will and influence in therdbat led to the
establishment of the Charity School in 1715 asetiidy accounts demonstrate,
listing the first trustees as the mayor, the marisif the parish church, Robert
Cosens, gent., Edward Allcraft, Thomas Ingrey astthdwWale, the treasurer. All
of these men were of significant influence in tbencunity, being either
members of the Corporation or, in the case of Rdbesens, the steward to the

870 The various available Poll Books in the ERO anfir&a Walden Town Library show how forty-
shilling freeholders voted. The voting persuagibthe local aristocracy, in the case of SaffronldEa
Sir John Griffin Griffin and later Lord Howard, wagten very influential.
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Earls of Suffolk at Audley Entf! Later lists of trustees also exist as do lists of
subscribers. Without the patronage that saw t@stablishment of the Charity
school and later to the selection of its pupils, liles of many artisans in Saffron
Walden would have been significantly different. eTimpact that such charitable
institutions had on the lives of individuals wascohsiderable importance and
could further increase differentiation within thegsnent into the ‘haves’ and the
‘have nots'.

The perennial question of the ‘typicality’ of a ®etudy such as the subject of
this thesis makes it appropriate to consider, alirgfly, whether the factors
which had such an influence on Saffron Walden waportant purely because
of the place that Saffron Walden happened to bkdareighteenth century or
whether the same factors might have had a sinflecteon other small market
towns. To this end, a brief examination of a corapke small market town has
been undertaken. Two towns presented themselh&stable candidates:
Royston on the Hertfordshire/Cambridgeshire bordas Sudbury just over the
Essex border into Suffolk.

Neither of these towns had the status of countytoar was either a major
provincial centre like Cambridge or Bury St. Edmsiniout both had, like Saffron
Walden, a similar function as a service centreafergnificant rural hinterland.
Both also had a significant nonconformist populatiecluding a Quaker
meeting. However, while there are both good aldrand secondary sources for
Sudbury, Royston has archival sources but velg ktipporting secondary
material. For this reason Sudbury has been sdlast¢he comparative location.

Sudbury was also a chartered town with a powedtparatio’? and a
substantial artisan segment. Records of the arfispaulation are to be found in
the Sudbury Cocket BooKs which contain lists of freemen and records of
apprenticeship. One of the main industries ofttnen was the production of
cloth, at first woollens but later silk.

In terms of its religious persuasion, Sudbury hadhaependent Chapel in Friars
Street founded in 1710 which experienced a numbsclusms in the course of

81 ERO, D/B 2/SCH2/1 The accounts of the Charity $tHd15 t01745.

872SRO, (Bury St. Edmunds), EE 501/1/Bbrough charter (letters patent of James 1) 1885yhich
Sudbury was created a free, incorporated borough.

873 SRO, (Bury St. Edmunds), EE 501/4, Sudbury CoBketks.
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the eighteenth centufy* and a Quaker meeting house established in 167éwhi
included many tradesmen amongst its memberslsdthead three parish
churches: St. Gregory’s, St. Peter’s and All Saitdslike Saffron Walden
however, Sudbury did not have any Baptist congregst

The institutional framework of Sudbury in the eiggmth century also had certain
similarities with that of Saffron Walden. The Gnawar School’s foundation
predated that of Saffron Walden by some twentys/aad predominately served
the sons of flourishing clothiers, gentry and therenaffluent local farmers.
According to Carlylé it was open to boys of the Borough of Sudbury free
charge. It used the Eton Gramm&fsIt would appear that the parishes of St
Gregory and St Peter combined to run a charity @almader the terms of Mrs
Gurling’s charity. Eighteen boys and eighteensgivere to be educated. From
1748 this took place in a building in North Str&ét\Various subscriptions were
collected, as was the case in Saffron Wafi&rBy 1779 fifty children, twenty-
seven boys and twenty-three girls were being eddcathere was also a charity
school in All Saints parish from about 1728 butrecords appear to have
survived.

Thus in terms of religious make up and the edunatitacilities available, the
institutional structure of Sudbury and Saffron Waddexhibited certain
similarities in the eighteenth century although 8wy, with its three parishes,
would have probably had a larger population. Sughiso had a number of
charities providing support for the poor of the tmpvior example John Corder’s
charity provided brea® One marked difference, however, was in the prowis
of support for the elderly. Whilst Saffron Waldes, described abo¥& had a
flourishing almshouse, Sudbury had St Leonard d@nbbn’s Hospitals. These
were very small-scale institutions and in no wagnparable to Saffron Walden
Almshouse. In 1702 a workhouse was establishéakeifiormer buildings of
Sudbury College in St Gregory’s parish. The propasd draft bill to establish a
workhouse in Saffron Walden dates from 1789.There is no evidence to
suggest that the proposal was carried out at thig,palthough by 1769 a

874 C.G. Grimwood and S.A. Kayjistory of SudburySudbury, 1952), pp. 64-5

875 Nicholas CarlyleA Concise Description of the Endowed Grammar SchobEngland and Wales
(London, 1818), ii, p.533

876 Carlyle,Endowed Grammar Schooig p.533

877 C.G. Grimwood and S.A. Kaistory of Sudbury¥Sudbury, 1952), pp. 77-8

878 ERO, D/B 2/SCH2/1, Subscribers to the Charity Sthbal5-1745.

879 SRO, (Bury St Edmunds), EE 501/18/9, John Cordzwsity.

80 See above, chapters 2 and 4.

81ERO, D/B 2/PAR3/11, Proposal to establish parishkivouse, with draft bill and observations.
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workhouse was definitely operating in Saffron Wafféand by 1797 its
location at the top of the High Street is cleadtablished®?

iv. Summary

From this cursory sortie elsewhere it would seeat 8affron Walden was not
the only small town to benefit from institutionabpision in the form of
charities, charity schools and almshouses. Howawerssessment of the
importance of charitable institutions as reveatethis case-study of Saffron
Walden may indicate the significance of their riolelifferentiating not only one
person from another, but also one place from amoéimeearly version, perhaps,
of the phenomenon known today as ‘the postcoderidtt The evidence
suggests that the endowment of charitable provisahan incalculable but
evident and substantial impact on the life chanédésose who benefitted from
these provisions. As a result, access, or deh@lah access, to institutional
provision within the town resulted in consideratslgmentation within the
artisan sector.

In the same way the ability of an artisan to prokes livelihood through the
payment of insurance premiums in the latter pathefeighteenth century also
contributed to fragmentation amongst artisanslskh had an impact on the
psychological conditions of life for different gnesiwithin the segment. For a
minority it removed much of the fear of misfortungnd, as has been discussed
above®* misfortune was one of the major determinants ddtility within the

artisan segment of society.

In summary then, it is important to emphasize #markable breadth and
volatility of the artisan segment in eighteenthtoey Saffron Walden. As we
have seen, the breadth of the segment was verydeoable at this period. In
terms of the social structure of society, an antiseght claim the title of
‘gentleman’ as did any artisan who had served agokand thus became one of
the town’s Justices of the Peace. But equallywédarish records an artisan
might be buried under the appellation of ‘pauper’.

Not only was there a hierarchy among trades asiomt abové&®® but also
within trades. Thus, while many poor boys weregthapprentice to

82ERO, D/B 2/PAR9/19 Letter re. an inhabitant off&af Walden Workhouse, 1769
83 ERO, D/B 2/PAR3/19 Account for purchase of cottagfining the workhouse, 1797
84 See above, p.233

85 See above, p.228.

239



Hilary Walker
Differentiating the artisan

shoemakers or cordwainers under the auspices ofifaid’s Charity®®

Nathaniel and Robert Catlin both described thenesehs cordwainers but both
served as mayor of the town and Nathaniel's wijgasts the possession of
considerable properf{)’ A shoemaker’s account book survives which is gu
to have been compiled by Robert Caffihi.It shows that he was running a
substantial business which probably necessitateg@ukting out of work to other
shoemakers, much in the way that the large Londopshad footwear made in
the country in order to reduce costs. It mighstaiel that he was, in some ways,
operating as a capitalist entrepreneur, oversddmgvork of others and
arranging for the accepting of orders and the slike finished goods. It is,
therefore, misleading to categorise an artisanlplmevirtue of the trade he
followed since there was very considerable fraeiemwithin trades as well as
between them and in what individuals actually cag-tty-day. The breadth of
the artisan segment of society in the eighteemitucg meant that there was
considerable scope for movement within it, botraod down.

These movements were affected by major considesatach as misfortune and
access to the opportunities offered by the institiat structure of the tow#?
Many artisans, however, were neither at the hedldeotail of their social
segment, nevertheless over time wider societastoamations took place which
saw changes in the character of the segment asle wasulting from changes in
the circumstances which affected its nature. Netalmong these was the
growth of literacy.

These factors might be termed internal ones, hgiure of the artisan segment
of society—artisan is a contemporary term whichoksono equivocation at its
core, it was a functional reality in the eyes @ #ighteenth century—its
volatility and its tendency towards fractionalisrere also affected by external
factors. E.P. Thompson and John Rule have bottewrof the range of
conditions covered by the term ‘artisan’. E. Poifipson commented that
“There were great differences of degree concealddnithe term ‘artisan’, from
the prosperous master-craftsmen, employing labodri®own account and
independent of any masters, to the sweated gabetters.®®° They have also
discussed the development of proletarianisatiooutin the putting-out of work
system, a form of proto-industrialisation, wherdéhg artisan became a mere
wage labourer with no hope of becoming a masteraneing a permanent
journeyman. In Saffron Walden it was this that weeshaps, illustrated by the

8% ERO, D/D B2/CHR1/5, Bromfield’s charity apprentitép indentures.

87TNA, PROB 11/1137, Will of Nathaniel Catlin, prav&786.

88 ERO, D/D B2/PAR9/2, Shoemaker's Account Book.

859 See sections on misfortune p.231 and institupAs2.

890 E. P. ThompsonThe making of the English working clggsndon, 1963), p.259
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book of accounts kept by Robert CaflihThe nature of the economy in north-
west Essex precluded the development of many fastof the kind normally
associated with the Industrial Revolution and ike of a proletariat.
Nevertheless changes did occur in the area aroafib® Walden which had a
profound effect on its social structure.

One might hypothesize that it was not an area camduo the development of
many factories, but it was, nevertheless, infludrzgthe world of the factory
and the forms of economic relationships that tloéofy both represented and
fostered. A scaling up occurred, but without thédings that are normally
associated with such a change. Small workshopse $inked together through
the putting-out system, and a change in the sdalertain enterprises, re-wrote
the nature of eighteenth century Saffron Waldearaexample of a pre-modern
industrial town.

The change of scale of enterprises in Saffron Wattid not, however, mirror
the changes taking place in the later part of thbteenth century in other parts
of Britain because the prevailing conditions in #iniea did not encourage it. The
nature of the dominant industries—the decliningites productiof®? and the
growing production of malt for the London market,veell as the production of
consumer goods to service the needs of the suriogihéhterland—did not lead
to the development of factories. Indeed Griffigugs that in the East Anglian
area in general agriculture and the declining itrialssector led to outward
migration®®®

Saffron Walden did not suffer from net outward raigyn in the way that other
towns of the main East Anglian cloth belt did, the conditions were not
conducive to industrialisation on a large scalathir, in Saffron Walden the
period saw an extension of relationships of thel kound in factories but
without the presence of the buildings. Many manth® completion of their
term of apprenticeship, were fated to become pegbgiurneymen with little or
no control over what they produced or the meansaduction. In a factory
scenario this might have presented the ideal comdifor the growth of a self-
conscious proletariat, but in Saffron Walden it elgenhanced the fractionalism
among artisans which was historically already preseso many different ways.
In a group of men practising the same trade ott,csame were condemned to
wage labour whilst others controlled the routehi® narket for the goods

891 See above p.175, note 650
892 Emma Griffin,A Short History of the British Industrial RevolutiBasingstoke, 2010), p.71.
893 Griffin, British Industrial Revolutionp.71.
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produced and thus turned a bigger profit by udmegwork of others, a co-option
of the old putting-out system to meet the needsewf conditions of busine&s

For any artisan there was a crunch point — espgtmtlards the end of the
eighteenth century. On the completion of his apiceship a decision had to be
made. Were sufficient funds likely to become afa# to allow him to set up in
business as a master craftsman after he had spenbd as a wage-earning
journeyman allowing monies to be saved? At theesame he needed to
consider marriage and the ability to run a houskhaih all the financial
liabilities that that entailed. Wrigley suggediattcreation of a new, viable
household was an expensive business which invahedhvestment of a
substantial sum of moné&y> Our artisan also needed to consider the advasitage
of an entry into the arena of the ‘public’ worla&rpaps securing a post as a
parish constable by presenting the correct pergotiee parish meeting that
elected men to such offices. The artisan who can&Wer in the affirmative to
all three questions was set on the way to indepergjeften supported by a
wider family which could offer the advantage ofdntial assistance and an
established network of business connections. Ilgétralso enjoy a degree of
literacy that allowed him to move forward in lif@tards his goal of a
prosperous business and a secure future, provigeshany pitfalls and
misfortunes mentioned above could be avoided.

His fellow apprentice, unable to answer in theraféitive to the questions set out
above was faced with the possibility of a long peras a journeyman, and that
only if he was lucky. By the time he had secunedugh funds to enter into
business he would be late entering the marriag&ehand his entry into the
public arena would also be delayed. Tightnessinfi$ might mean that he was
unable to insure his premises and had no safetyaise of illness. For him
good fortune was essential. One or two misfortweesd undo everything.

A third apprentice, probably one placed by a clanitby the parish, had no
hope of giving affirmative answers to these questioFor him a lifetime as a
journeyman working for a good master or as an eypga@f a manufacturer who
would put work his way was his best hope. Misfoewvould see him sink into
poverty and the uncertain future of a labourerkipig up work as and when he
could to help support his family and dependentamdhouts from the parish
when times were hard.

894 See references to Robert Catlin’s shoemaking basiand his notebook above, p.240.
895 E.A. Wrigley, ‘The Growth of Population in Eighteté Century EnglandPast and Preseng8
(1983), p.135.
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Fractionalism within the artisan segment of eighteeentury Saffron Walden
society was, indeed, a reality.
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D/P 192/1/4/3-4 Saffron Walden, St. Mary the MirgRegister of
Baptisms, Marriages and Baptisms, 1674-1749 (Michaf)

D/P 192 1/4/7-8 Saffron Walden, St. Mary the MirgRegister of
Baptisms, Marriages and Baptisms, 1674-1749 (Michaf)

D/P 192/1/4.8 Saffron Walden, St. Mary the VirdgRegister of
Baptisms, Marriages and Baptisms, 1674-1749 (Miche)

D/P 192/1/5 Saffron Walden, St. Mary the Virgindgi&er of Baptisms,
Marriages and Baptisms, 1749-1793 (Microfiche)

D/P 192/1/5-6 Saffron Walden, St. Mary the Virgiegister of
Baptisms, Marriages and Baptisms, 1749-1793 (Miche)

D/P 192/3/6 Saffron Walden, Accounts of Small Tgh&746-1765
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D/P 192/5/3 Saffron Walden, Churchwardens accoli®®3-1756

Bocking Parish Records

D/P 268/14 Bocking, St. Mary the Virgin, Oversgearccounts,
Apprenticeship Indentures,1704-1796

D/P 268/18/2 A Survey of the Inhabitants of theistaof Bocking, 1793

Almshouse Records
D/Q 67/2/1,2 Saffron Walden, King Edward VI Almsises, Minutes,
1749-76 and 1772-1850

Quarter Session and Tax records
Q/RJ 1/1-12 Essex, Freeholders Books

Q/RPI1 896 Land Tax, Saffron Walden, 1780

Miscellaneous

T/A 327/1  Borough of Saffron Walden General AccauBbok, 1587-
1792 (Microfilm)

T/A 401/2  Accounts of the Treasurer and Chambeslaf the Guild of
the Holy Trinity (Microfilm)

T/A904/1 Quaker Digest of Essex Marriages (Midroji

T/B 559/1,2 Saffron Walden, Churchwardens accuranscripts, 1623-
1756 (Microfilm)

T/M 404/1 Photograph of map of Littlebury Estate&ietlebury Green
TIZ 27 History of the Bocking Cloth Industry

T/Z 393/3 Index to Apprentices, 1710-1774 (Microis)
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Wills held at the ERO: Archdeaconry of Colchester

Microfiche copies held at Saffron Walden of Regisiaf Wills

99 CR 12

214 CR 12
253 CR 12
38 CR 13

107 CR 13
248 CR 13
249 CR 13
265 CR 13
366 CR 14
388 CR 14
498 CR 14
198 CR 15
201 CR 15
317 CR 15
167 CR 16
390 CR 16
55 CR 17

149 CR 17
208 CR 17
187 CR 18
347 CR 18
511 CR 19
288 CR 20

John Heath, malster
Thomas Goodwin, maltster
Frances Doughty, widow
John Spackman, brazier
Uriah Skepp, maltster
John Catlin, cordwainer
Thomas Hills, maltster
Thomas Wyatt,

Edward Allcraft, malster
William Dabney, weaver
John Archer, butcher
James Hearne, victualler
George Pettitt, cordwainer
Robert Breens, weaver
Charles Webb, gentleman
William French, yeoman
Abraham Cornell, baker
Edward Allen, weaver
John Archer, the elder, butcher
Charles Baron, cordwainer
Ruth Rusted

William Gibbs, plumber and glazier

Samuel Porter, cooper and cornfactor
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Bocking Wills: Archbishop of Canterbury: Peculidr@eanery of
Bocking

D/APb W3/53 Thomas Beckwith, 1747

D/APb W3/100 John Beckwith, 1755
D/APb W3/191 Francis Frank, 1773
D/APb W3/245 Henry Gentry, 1784

Essex Record Office — Saffron Walden Town Archive

D/B 2/BRE1/2 Charter of Henry 1V, 1402

D/B 2/BRE1/5 Charter of the Guild of the Holy Tityn

D/B 2/BRE 1/23  Charter issued by William IHc&Mary Il setting out
corporation’s powers, 1694

D/B 2/BRE1/29 Copy charters, 1694-1969

D/B 2/BRE2/3 Register of Freemen and Aldermen, 17427

D/B 2/BRE5/3 Accounts of the building of the towallh

D/B 2/BRES8/3 William Hayward’s survey of the towhz" century

D/B 2/BRES8/7 1811 Census of Saffron Walden

D/B 2/CHR1 Bromfield’s and Suffolk and Turner' si@ities

D/B 2/CHR1/2 Bromfield’s accounts

D/B 2/CHR1/3 Bromfield’s and Suffolk and Turnedscounts
including list of trustees, 1690-1759, and list of
apprentices, 1701-36

D/B 2/ICHR1/5 Bromfield Apprenticeship Indentures

D/B 2/CHR1/5/50 Apprenticeship indenture of J&@arker, 1706
D/B 2/CHR1/5/80 Apprenticeship indenture of MatthHarris, 1716
D/B 2/CHR1/5/90 Apprenticeship indenture of Jétwoher, 1720
D/B 2/CHR1/5/94 Apprenticeship indenture of HeRwader, 1722

250



Hilary Walker
Differentiating the artisan

D/B 2/CHR1/5/108 Apprenticeship indenture of HeBrgwell, 1725
D/B 2/CHR1/5/120 Apprenticeship indenture of Jaliesambler, 1731/2
D/B 2/CHR1/5/149 Apprenticeship indenture of Jameskenzie, 1746
D/B 2/CHR1/5/156 Apprenticeship indenture of Geofgeith, 1748

D/B 2/CHR1/5/230 Apprenticeship indenture of JaiNes#, 1778

D/B 2/CHR1/5/236 Apprenticeship indenture of Jolettie 1781

D/B 2/CHR1/5/237 Apprenticeship indenture of Johm{Ston, 1782
D/B 2/CHR1/5/239 Apprenticeship indenture of Johishy, 1783

D/B 2/CHR1/5/247 Apprenticeship indenture of Damielckenzie, 1793
D/B 2/CHR1/5/264 Apprenticeship indenture of Natlkehdeffery, 1797
D/B 2/CHR1/5/312ff Vouchers relating to apprentlupscosts

D/B 2/ICHR7/1,2 Pennystone’s charity, will and accts

D/B 2/CHR 9/7 Apprenticeship indentures of Edmidner’s
Charity

D/B 2/ICHR9/7/3  Apprenticeship indenture ofZalbheth Rooksbye to

Elizabeth Smith, mantua maker, allowance of £4,
1732

D/B 2/CHR11/8 1713 List of AiImshouse Tenemertd Land
D/B 2/CHR11/10 Saffron Walden Almshouses aot®ul689-1725
D/B 2/IGHT2/1-2 Accounts of the Guild of theIM Trinity

D/B 2/NCF 1/4 Accounts of the Acting Trustees tr Cosen’s
Donation

D/B 2/NCF 1/14 Accounts of Hill Street Chape

D/B 2/NCF 1/26 Proceedings of the trusteedlie donation of
Robert Cosens

D/B 2/PAR1 A chronological list of settlement c&dates
received from 1700 to 1789
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D/B 2/PAR3/1
D/B 2/PAR3/11

D/B 2/PAR3/16

D/B 2/PAR4
D/B 2/PAR4/15

D/B 2/PAR4/18

D/B 2/PAR4/28

D/B 2/PAR4/40
D/B 2/PAR4/137

D/B 2/PAR4/157

D/B 2/PAR4/159

D/B 2/PAR4/180
D/B 2/PAR4/196

D/B 2/PAR5

D/B 2/PAR5/11

D/B 2/PAR5/26

D/B 2/PAR5/33

D/B 2/PAR5/213

Overseers of the Poor accounts, 178F1

Draft bill proposing establishmemfaonvorkhouse,
1709

Settlement indemnity bond of Johmu@hman,
1754

Settlement certificates

Settlement certificate of Williamdte, fustian
weaver, 1707

Settlement certificate of Thomas kimu
woolcomber, 1708

Settlement certificate of Thomas lBusheelwright,
1712

Settlement certificate of John Kjayner, 1718

Settlement indemnity bond of ThorAasher, junior,
breeches maker, 1757

Settlement certificate of WithaBarrett, carpenter,
and his wife Love, Saffron Walden, 1760

Settlement indemnity bond ofrdétncher, glover,
1764

Settlement certificate of Thorkdsllby, 1776

Settlement certificate of WithaAtkinson, wife Ann
and son William (aged 4), Saffron Walden, 1786

Removal orders

Removal order for Ann Holton and fanfrom St.
Giles, Cripplegate to Saffron Walden, 1730

Removal order for William and Richatisby, 1743

Removal order for Henry Green frotre€hunt to
Saffron Walden, 1751

Removal order of Elizabeth GdZ746
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D/B 2/PAR5/223  Removal order and settlement eration of
Susannah Crisp, single woman, from Saffron Walden
to Thaxted, 1771

D/B 2/PARG Settlement examinations

D/B 2/PARG6/1 Settlement examination of Henry Ro@eslxooper,
1720

D/B 2/PAR6/4 Settlement examination of William Wysli732

D/B 2/PARG6/5 Settlement examination of Joseph Magboemaker,
1738

D/B 2/PAR6/16 Settlement examination of Thomas ised/780

D/B 2/PAR7 Parish apprenticeship indentures

D/B 2/PAR7/29 Parish apprenticeship of Henry Welhif)8
D/B 2/PAR7/37 Parish apprenticeship of RichardiWjsl 752
D/B 2/PAR7/38 Parish apprenticeship of James Wyisth779
D/B 2/PAR7/40/1  Parish apprenticeship of RoMwtt, 1784
D/B 2/PAR7/40/2  Parish apprenticeship of ElehbPettit, 1784

D/B 2/PARS Bastardy bonds, orders and relate@izap

D/B 2/PARS8/6 Bastardy bond relating to the unbdritdcof
Elizabeth Clayton, 1722

D/B 2/PARS8/9 Bastardy order against Edward Chut@33/9

D/B 2/PAR8/12 Bastardy bond entered into by ThoBiasvne,
surgeon, 1741

D/B 2/PARS8/17 Bastardy bond indemnifying agairesdts of bastard
child of Elizabeth Butcher

D/B 2/PARS8/24 Bastardy bond of Zachariah Kirby

D/B 2/PAR8/27 Bastardy bond entered into by XemwpHearn,
senior, on behalf of Xenophon Hearn, junior, 1763
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D/B 2/PAR 9
D/B 2/PAR9/4
D/B 2/PAR9/7

D/B 2/PAR9/9

D/B 2/PAR9/35-42

D/B 2/PAR9/38

D/B 2/PAR9/41
D/B 2/PAR 11

D/B 2/PAR11/1
D/B 2/PAR11/2

Miscellaneous Poor Law Records

Workhouse Hemp and Sack book, 1783181

Correspondence concerning Ann Holfiof88

Removal order for Richard Wisby, 1743
Indemnity bonds

Settlement indemnity bond for Henmg&h,
bricklayer, 1751

Indemnity bond for John Church
Poor rates
Poor Rate 1757

Poor Rate 1794

D/B 2/PAR11/257 1792 Church Rate

D/B 2/PAR11/286/1 Order against Thomas Day, skepkr, 1776

D/B 2/PAR11/290 Distraint against William Impey fnon-payment of

church rates, 1769

D/B 2/PAR11/294 Lists of unpaid rates 1775-9 aid9-84

D/B 2/PAR11/305 Summons to 28 named rates defisyit 791

D/B 2/PAR 13
D/B 2/PAR13/1
D/B 2/ QSS
D/B 2/ QSS1

D/B 2/QSS1/25
D/B 2/QSS1/26
D/B 2/QSS1/40
D/B 2/QSS1/52

Church Records

William Impey, non-payment of tithds44

Quarter Sessions Records

Quarter sessions records, commissiopsate,
views of frankpledge, jury lists

Grand jury list, May 1718
Grand jury list, August 1718
Grand jury list, July 1722

Grand jury list, October 1725

D/B 2/QSS1/8-214 Grand jury lists, 1714-80
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D/B 2/QSS1/215-241 Presentments, 1794-1800

D/B 2/QSS2/3 List of those taking the oath in 1715

D/B 2/QSS2/4 Walden Order Book, 1735-1746

D/B 2/QSS2/8 Offences committed from Sessions B&@k9-1770
D/B 2/QSS2/7-8 Sessions books, 1750-70

D/B 2/QSS2/17/3 Edward Goodeve’s plea of ndtyto Sabbath
breaking, 1753

D/B 2/QSS3/91-2 Calendars of prisoners Michasla&l5 and
Epiphany 1816

D/B 2/QSS4/35 Prosecution brief against SamudiePand others at
the Chelmsford Assizes, 1796, as result of the Brea
Riots

D/B 2/QSS5/5 Quarter Session order relating taddécof Correction
and employment of the poor, 1735

D/B 2/QSS5/7 William Impey'’s refusal to serve im thilitia or
provide a substitute, 1769

D/B 2/QSS6/2 Alehouse-keepers Licensing Book, 178865
D/B 2/QSS7/14 Sacrament certificates

D/B 2/QSS7/14/66 Sacrament certificate of Rowlktadigham, officer
of duty of hides, 1718

D/B 2/QSS7/14/269 Sacrament certificate of JaratBowtell, windows
surveyor, 1788
D/B 2/SCH School Records

D/B 2/SCH2/1 List of subscribers for erecting ardlysschool, 1715
D/B 2/SCH2/2 Deed of the new trustees of the chahool, 1749
D/B 2/TDS Title Deeds

D/B 2/TDS1/2/29 Deed of sale of a copyhold megsuaown first as
the Bull, 1816

D/B 2/TDS1/5/2 Workhouse to be built
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D/B 2/TDS1/8/1 Rents of Corporation owned purfpuess, penthouses,
ground rents and profits of fairs, markstallage etc.

D/B 2/TDS2/2/3/52 Agreement to transfer Jamesri&eaapprentice,
from James Webb to Robert Churchman, 1743

D/B 2/TDS3/4/7 Title deeds, market and mills,igissent of lease of
shop in Market Place, 1729

D/B 2/TDS3/7/3 Lease of the malt mill to Jabez \t¥gad
ThomasRankin, 1766

D/B 2/TDS3/12/2 Lease of the malt mill to AtkinsBrancis Gibson,
1797

D/B 2/TDS3/13/1 Lease of the malt mill
D/B 2/TDS5/14/23 Will of Jabez Wyatt, common brewealster and
Webster, 1780

i) ERO Library

Uncatalogued A Poll for a Knight of the Shire tpmesent the
County of Essex (London, 1734)

Uncatalogued, Poll for Knights of the Shire tpresent the County
of Essex, Taken at Chelmsford on Monday and
Tuesday 17th and 18th October 1774 by Henry
Lovibond Collins Esq Sheriff, (Chelmsford, 1774)

iv)  Saffron Walden Museum

Saffron Walden Museum MS40838 List of Freemen
Saffron Walden Museum MS41507 Register of Freemen
Saffron Walden Museum uncatalogued Market Tolls

Saffron Walden Museum, uncatalogued List of recifsef the
Tollesbury Dole of Cloth,
1750/1
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V) Saffron Walden Friends’ Meeting House Archive

Friends’ Meeting House, Shelf 3, Case C.1, Cediés of Removal
Friends’ Meeting House, Shelf 3, Case E7, Distgint

Friends’ Meeting House, Shelf 3. Case F, F4, F9, Farmer Collection
of Documents

Friends’ Meeting House, Shelf 3, Case H2, Memberklsts

Friends’ Meeting House, Shelf 3, Case J, Marriagessent of parents
and meeting

Friends’ Meeting House, Shelf 3, Case L, Mary Fglbbook

vi)  Personal Collection

Documents relating to property in Market End, SaifiWalden

vii)  Philadelphia City Archives, Pa., USA

Philadelphia County Will Book, D-13 Will of John iaer, 1724
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B) Printed Primary Sources
A gentleman, History of Essex Vol.ll, (Chelsmsfpt769)
Anon., The Builder’s Dictionary (London, 1734)
Anon., The Complete Parish Officer (London, 1763)
Anon, A general description of all trades, digestedlphabetical order:
by which parents, guardians, and trustees, ma, gvéater ease and ...
(London for T. Waller, 1747).
Anon., Poll for a Knight of the Shire to represtrd County of Essex
taken at Chelmsford on TuesddyMarch 1734 by Champion Bramfill
Esq., Sheriff (uncatalogued work, London, 1734sgsRecord Office
Library].
Anon., The poll for a knight of the shifencatalogued work, Chelmsford,
1763) [Essex Record Office Library]
Anon., The poll for a Knight of the Shire to regrasthe County of Essex
taken at Chelmsford on Tuesday and Wednesday thari@14' of
December 1763 by William Sheldon, Esq., Sherifaff®®n Walden
Town Library, C225, E.324.241)
Anon., Poll for Knights of the Shire to represdrg County of Essex
taken at Chelmsford on Tuesday"2@arch 1768 by Richard Lomax Clay
Esq., Sheriff (uncatalogued work, Chelmsford, 17&sex Record
Office Library]
Anon., The poll for a Knight of the Shire to repgrasthe County of Essex,
Taken at Chelmsford on Monday and Tuesddyadnd 18 October 1774
by Henry Lovibond Collins Esq Sheriff (uncatalogweork, Chelmsford,
1774) [Essex Record Office Library]
Adams, John, Index Villaris (London, 1680).
Bailey, Nathan, Dictionarium Britannicum: or a ma@npleat universal
etymological English dictionary than any extantridon, 1730)
Blome, Richard, Britannia (London, 1673)
Braybrooke, Richard, Lord, The History of Audlégd (London, 1836)
Bowen, Emanuel, Britannia Depicta (London, 1720)
Burn, R.,_The Justice of the Peace and the Paiffigte®(London, 1755)
Campbell, R., The London Tradesman (London, 1747)
Carlyle, Nicholas, A Concise Description of the Bwa&d Grammar
Schools of England and Wales (London, 1818)
Cary, John, New ltinerary (London, 1817)
Chippendale, Thomas, The gentleman and cabinetisakesctory
(London, 1754)
Collyer, Joseph, The Parent’s and Guardian’s Dorgdfl.ondon, 1761)
Dalton, Michael, The Country Justice (London, 1727)
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Defoe, Daniel, A Review of the British Natiovol. 6, no. 36, (25 June
1709)

Defoe, Daniel, A Plan of the English Commerce (Lamdl728)

Hay, John, ‘Certaine Demands concerning the Chnd®eligion and
Discipline, proposed to the Ministers of the NewtEnded Kirk of
Scotland (1580)’ reprinted in: in T.Law’s Cathairactates of the
sixteenth century (Edinburgh, 1901)

Johnson, Samuel, A dictionary of the English lamguan which the
words are deduced from their originals, explaimetheir different
meanings, Abstracted from the folio edition, by suthor Samuel
Johnson, A.M. To which is prefixed, A grammar of tanglish language.
In two volumes (London, 1756)

Kersey, John, Dictionarium Anglo-Britannicum: ogeneral English
dictionary, comprehending a brief, but emphatical elear explication of
all sorts of difficult words (London, 1708)

King, Gregory, Natural and political observatiomsla@onclusions upon
the state and condition of England, 1696. To wisgbrefixed a life of
the author by G. Chalmers... A new edition (Londd81.Q)

Langley, Batty, Practical Geometry Applied to theelflil arts of Building
Surveying Gardening and Mensuration CalculatedHferService of
Gentlemen as well as Artisans (London, 1726)

Malthus, Thomas, An Essay on the Principle of Paipah (London,
1798)

Massie, Josepi€alculations of taxes for a family of each rankgme or
class: for one yedt.ondon, 1756)

Nelson, James, An Essay on the Government of @mjdinder Three
General Heads: Viz. Health, Manners and Educationdon, 1753)
Ogilby and Morgan, Ogilby’s and Morgan’s pocket kad the roads
(London, 1752)

Owen, William, The book of fairs (London, 1759)

Paterson, A New and Accurate Description of Ad irect and Principal
Cross Roads in England and Wales (London, 1811)

Paul, J., The parish officer's complete gujdendon, 1793)

Petty, William,_Political arithmetic; or, a disase concerning the extent
and value of lands, people, buildings; husbandgnuacture, commerce,
fishery, artizans, seamen, soldiers; publick reesnu (Glasgow, 1751)
Pigot, Pigot’s Directory of Essex (Manchester, 1839

Player, John, Sketches of Saffron Walden (Saffk@iden, 1845)
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Rider, William, A new universal English dictionaiyr, a compleat
treasure of the English language. ... Compiled téhutmost care and
assiduity by William Rider (London, 1759)

Salmon, Nathaniel, History of Hertfordshire (Lond&i@28)

Shaw, J., Parish Lagtondon, 1743)

Stacey, H.C., History of the Walden Charities (T3qet, Saffron
Walden Town Library, 1967)

Starkey, Thomas, A Dialogue between Pole and LUA&38)

Stow, William, Remarks on London: being an exacvsu of the cities of
London and Westminster, Borough of Southwark, &edsuburbs and
liberties contiguous to them, ... (London, 1722)

Talbot, Rev. James, The Christian school-mastendba, 1707)

Toft, T., The poll for a Knight of the Shire to regent the County of
Essex taken at Chelmsford on Tuesday and Wednéisédy8® and 14' of
December 1763 by William Sheldon, Esqg., She€titindon, 1764)
Tucker, Josiah, A brief essay on the advantagesisadvantages which
respectively attend France and Great Britaiondon, 1750).

Whiteman, Mary, ‘The early days of the Saffron Waddneeting’
Typescript, Saffron Walden Library, no date)
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C) Books

Addison, William, Audley End (London, 1953)

Barry, Jonathan and Christopher Brooks eds., Thielling sort of people
(London,1994)

Bassett, S.R., Saffron Walden: excavations andireBel 972-1980
(Chelmsford, 1982)

Bebb, E.D., Nonconformity and economic and sodel(London, 1935,
reprinted Philadelphia, 1980)

Berg, Maxine, The Age of Manufactures, 1700-182dustry,
innovations and work in Britain (London, 1994)

Berg, Maxine, Luxury and Pleasure in Eighteentht@gmBritain
(Oxford, 2005)

Berg, Maxine and Helen Clifford eds. Consumers lamcury
(Manchester, 1999)

Bonfield, Lloyd, Richard M. Smith and Keith Wriglots, eds., The world
we have gained: histories of population and satralcture (Oxford,
1986)

Borsay, Peter ed, The eighteenth century town, -IB2® (Harlow, 1990)
Borsay, Peter, The English urban renaissance (@x1&®89)
Braithwaite, William C., The Second Period of Quadk® (edition
prepared by Henry J. Cadbury, Cambridge, 1961)

Brewer, John, The sinews of power (London, 1989)

Brown, A.F.J., Essex at Work 1700-1815 (Chelmsfa89)

Brown, A.F.J., Prosperity and Poverty, Rural Es46%0-1815
(Chelmsford, 1996)

Bush, M.L., Social Orders and Social Classes irope@isince 1500
(London, 1992)

Cannon, John, Aristocratic century: the peeraghereighteenth century
(Cambridge, 1984)

Carus Wilson, E.M., ed., Essays in Economic Histb(izondon 1962)
Chalklin, Christopher, The rise of the English toh§50-1850
(Cambridge, 2001)

Clark, Peter ed., The transformation of Englishvproial towns 1600-
1800 (London, 1984)

Clark, P. and D. Souden eds., Migration and SocdreBarly Modern
England (London, 1987)

Clark, Peter, British clubs and societies 1580-1806 origins of an
associational world (Oxford, 2000)

Clark, P.,_ The Cambridge Urban History of Britdin, 1540-1840
(Cambridge, 2000)
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Cockburn, J.S. and Thomas A. Green eds., Twelvel®ten and True,
The Criminal Trial Jury in England, 1200-1800 (eton, New Jersey,
1988)

Cockerell, H.A.L. and Edwin Green, The British Irsnce Business
1547-1950 (London, 1976)

Cooper, Jacqueline, The well-ordered town, a sbbiyaffron Walden,
Essex, 1792-1862 (Saffron Walden, 2000)

Cooper, Jacqueline, Hertford, a history (Chiches@07)

Corfield, Penelope J. ed, Language, History ands)(®xford, 1991)
Corfield, Penelope J., Towns, trade, religion, eadicalism: the Norwich
perspective on English history (University of EAsglia, 1980)

Cox, B. G.,_ The book of Blandford Forum (Buckinghdf83)

Cressy, David, Literacy and the Social Order: Regdind writing in
Tudor and Stuart England (Cambridge, 1980)

Crompton, Rosemary, Class and Stratification (Céaafgler, 1993)
Crossick, Geoffrey, ed., The Artisan and the Euaop&own, 1500-1900
(Aldershot, 1997)

Daunton, M.J., Progress and Poverty, An EconomicSacial History of
Britain 1700-1850 (Oxford, 1995)

Davies, J.P., Artisans and the city: a social Inystj Bristol's shoemakers
and tailors, 1770-1800 (Bristol, 2003)

Deane, Phyllis, and W.A. Cole, British Economic Btio 1688-1959
(Cambridge, 1993 edition)

Dickenson, H.T. ed., A Companion to Eighteenth-GenBritain
(Oxford, 2002)

Dickson, P.G.M., The Sun Insurance Office, 1716dl{e.ondon, 1960)
Dunlop, O.J. and R.D. Denman, English Apprentigesinid Child
Labour: A History (London, 1912)

Earle, Peter, The Making of the English Middle Gladsusiness, society
and family life in London, 1660-1730 (London, 1989)

Eastwood, David, Governing Rural England: Traditaoa
Transformation in Local Government 1780-1840 (Oafdr994)
Eastwood, David, Government and Community in thgliEh Provinces,
1700-1870 (Basingstoke, 1997)

Ellis, Joyce M., The Georgian Town, 1680-1840 (Bgstoke, 2001)
Fitzsimmons, Michael P., From Artisan to Worker (@aidge, 2010)
Floud, R. and P. Johnson, eds. The Cambridge Edortistory of
Modern Britain I: Industrialisation, 1700-1860 (Clamage, 2004)
Fraser, W. Hamish, A History of British Trade Unism 1700-1998
(Basingstoke, 1999).
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French, H.R., The Middle Sort of People in Prowahé&ngland, 1600-
1750 (Oxford, 2007)

French H and J. Barry (eds.), Identity and Agemckmgland, 1500-1800
(Basingstoke, 2004)

George, M. Dorothy, London Life in the Eighteentbn@iry (London,
1925)

Glassey, Lionel K. J., Politics and the Appointmehdustices of the
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Name Will type Date Date Property Money Other goods Literate
Written Proved
Abraham Cornell QS Local 1753 1767 x2 houses, 1 fh, 1 in Gold St n&jo bond to Stock in trade Literate
wife of at least £90
ERO 55 CR 17 Goods in daughter Rachel’s shop
Household goods
Benjamin Catlin QS Local 1733 1733/4 House in Gold St £80 to bd pai Literate
daughters by son
ERO 403 CR 14
James Hodson sen. | QS Local 1832 1837 Everything to be shared by 2 | Literate
children James and Esther, wife

ERO 634 CR 21 of James Adams

John White QS Local 1786 1786 Messuage, baking office and £100 to daughter | Wife all household gds and Literate
premises in Cuckingstool End Mary furniture in Cuckingstool End

ERO 270 CR 18
Messuage and water mill All stock in trade
Messuage in Castle St

Ruth Rusted Non QS 1782 1790 Property unspecified Specific legacieg &aking equipment etc to single | Literate

Local £31.1s daughter, furnishings apportioned,
ERO 347 CR 18 clothing
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Philip Pitstow Non QS 1759 1759 £100 in legacies Literate
Local
ERO 183 CR 16
John Edwards PRO 1787 1791 Messuage and baking office Legacies of £210 References to household gds, | Literate
residue, farming goods

TNA Prob 11/1232 Messuage and malting office
2 acres arable

John Button PRO 1751 1751 Property in Walden, Hadstock, Gt| Mention of money Literate
Chesterford, Haverhill and Shudy | owed to Elizabeth

TNA Prob 11/791 Camps Maurice

William Pamplin PRO 1745 1746 Property in Fordham and Soham, Wearing apparel and watch Literate
Cambs

TNA Prob 11/747

Table 16: Wills of Bakers (based on locally prowetls and wills proved in the Prerogative Court@dnterbury)

Name Will type Date Date Property Money Other goods Literate

Written Proved

Samuel Burgis PRO 1731 1732 Lh property in Spitalfields London gaeies £120 Literate

TNA Prob 11/651

John Barham PRO 1799 1799 Property in Holt, Norfolk plus othef Literate

TNA Prob 11/1328 potentially in SW

Richard Burrows PRO 1832 1833 Mention of property Household effeplate, Literate

Now gentleman silver, pictures, china, beer

TNA Prob 11/1817 and liquor

Table 17: Wills of Cabinet Makers (based on locplioved wills and wills proved in the Prerogat®eurt of Canterbury)
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Name Will type Date Date Property Money Other goods Literate

Written Proved
Daniel Kent QS Local 1835 1838 Property mentioned Literate
ERO 643 CR 21
William Tarry Non QS 1729 1730 6 guineas Literate
ERO 266 CR 14 Local
John Barton PRO 1798 1799 Property to be sold Legacy of £100 uskbold goods and tools of Literate
TNA Prob 11/1317 trade, brewing utensils
William Rogers PRO 1834 1835 Property in Ashdon Legacy of £25 ah@equest to Abbey Lane Literate
Now gent other legacies in Sunday School
TNA Prob 11/1841 stock
David Rogers PRO 1824 1827 Legacies of £56 Stock in tradestetd, Literate
TNA Prob 11/1728 household goods, linen,

furniture

Owen Swan PRO 1790 1814 Property in Holborn London Legacfes30 Literate

TNA Prob 11/1558

Table 18: Wills of Clock and Watch Makers (basedazally proved wills and wills proved in the Pogative Court of Canterbury)
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Name Will type Date Date Property Money Other goods Literate

Written Proved
George Pomfrett QS Local 1731 1748 2 tenements and 1 shop in Castle Household goods Literate
Woolcomber Another property in Castle St. Stock in trade
ERO 277 CR 15 1 acre land
Henry Barron QS Local 1728 1729 Ch lands in Littlebury £30 llliterate
Woolcomber 4 guineas
ERO 200 CR 14
Robert Breens QS Local 1734 1749 3 properties in Castle St 1s literthte
Fustian weaver
ERO 317 CR 15
Thomas Archer QS Local 1732 1732 Fh tenement in Castle St. Legacies of £60 Household goods Literate
Woolcomber Shops and wool chambers used in
ERO 360 CR 14 way of trade
Thomas Whiskin QS Local 1721 1723 House and 1 acre of land Legaxie£600 Literate
Webster
ERO 187 CR 13
Frances Doughty Non QS 1711 1714 Property called Pinnacles Legacies of £18 Pair of blades, winding wheel, llliterate
Swaddling band local loom, warping bars, skillet
weaver Household goods
ERO 253 CR 12
Edward Allen Non QS 1759 1770 4 messuages and malthouse Goods, chattels, stock in tradel.iterate
Weaver Local Black Swan money, plate and personal
ERO 149 CR 17 Another property and close of land estate

11 acres

George Brown AE | Non QS 1728 1734 Property in Audley End Literate
Weaver Local 1 acre ch land
ERO 312 CR 14
Thomas Hantler AE | Non QS 1715 1715 Fh property in Duck St Legacies of £9.10s| Household goods, 2 looms, llliterate
Weaver Local Ch property in Duck St working tools and implements
ERO 283 CR 12 of a weaver
William Dabney Non QS 1732 1733 Fh property nr Butter Market Legacies £5.10s Wearing apparel Literate
Weaver Local Ch tenement and yard adjoining
ERO 388 CR 14
James Allen PRO 1784 1785 Black Swan plus 2 other premise§ Annuity of £16.13.4) Household goods Literate

Fustian weaver

Property near Long Lane + 2 acres

£500 Bank of
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TNA Prob 11/1128

Property in Newport

England stock

Arnold Nash AE PRO 1781 1782 Property mentioned Legacies of £950 ouskhold goods, furniture, | Literate
Boulting cloth plate and wearing apparel,

weaver books

TNA Prob 11/1087

John Fuller PRO 1778 1780 Mention of property Literate
TNA Prob 11/1067

Woolstapler

Edmund Harris PRO 1726 1762 House in Cuckingstool End £4 annuity Literate
TNA Prob 11/880 33',acres land

Weaver Ch property in Sewers End

John Bunyard PRO 1749 1761 Property in Basseterre in the IstdndLegacies of £1200 | £2100 South Sea shares Literate
TNA Prob 11/871 St. Christopher’s plus

Woolcomber

John Pitstow PRO 1755 1756 Property on High Street Legacies of £220 | Stock in trade, household Literate
TNA Prob 11/824 2 acres of land plus goods

Weaver Property in Littlebury

Zacharias Wyatt PRO 1731 1732 Property mentioned Legacies to kit pai Literate
TNA Prob 11/657 Y/,0f estate, total not

Weaver known

John Morgan PRO 1723 17227 Property in Walden Plate and rings Literate

TNA Prob 11/653
Weaver

Table 19: Wills of Cloth Makers (based on locagdtpved wills and wills proved in the Prerogativeu@of Canterbury)
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Name Will type Date Date Property Money Other goods Literate
Written | Proved
Charles Baron sen. | QS Local 1794 1799 Property mentioned £10 legacy iterdte
ERO 187 CR 18
George Pettitt QS Local 1736 1745 Property mentioned Legacy of £50 | Enclosed land — Lt Readings| llliterate
ERO 201 CR 15 6'/, acres land plus 12 roods
plus 3 pieces
Henry Dalliston QS Local 1752 1752 Fh property in Cuckingstool End | Legacies of £50 2 brass kettles llliterate
ERO 29 CR 16
John Catlin QS Local 1724 1725 Property in Cuckingstool End Legacies of £73 Literate
plus one of 20s a yI
ERO 248 CR 13 Property in Gold St in lieu of property
John Westrop QS Local 1778 1792 Property mentioned Legacy of 1s Literate
ERO 409 CR 18
Joseph Baron QS Local 1826 1829 Property mentioned Literate
ERO 396 CR 20
William Jeffery QS Local 1820 1830 Ch property iastle St Tools of shoemaker, other | Literate

working tools and benches
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ERO 413 CR 20

etc., wearing apparel,
household gds and furnishing

Thomas Partridge Non QS 1743 1743 Ch messuage Legacies of £302s 2 clbsmsdo Literate
Local

ERO 148 CR 15 Wearing apparel and

cordwainer’s tools

William Charlick Non QS 1818 1818 Property in Bridge End Legacies of £125 Literate
Local plus debts owed

ERO 41 CR 20 forgiven

William Shelford PRO 1786 1789 Mention of money| Household goods and llliterate

in trust furniture
TNA Prob 11/1176
Nathaniel Catlin PRO 1783 1786 Property in Walden including in Legacy of £50 Many acres of land Literate

TNA Prob 11/1137

Castle St, malting etc Property in
High St near the bridge, property in

Market End

Table 20: Wills of Cordwainers (based on locallgyed wills and wills proved in the Prerogative @af Canterbury)
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Richard Trott QS Local 1744 1745 Messuage in Gold St Legacies of £120 Feather bed and furniture frotiiterate
1 chamber
ERO 195 Cr 15
Stephen Smith QS Local 1790 1790 Property and malting office ast Literate
St
ERO 353 CR 18
William Rowning QS Local 1747 1747 Property in Gt Chesterford Legacies of £212 Best bed, its furnishings, chekiterate
of drawers and 1 large trunk
ERO 239 CR 15 Messuage, cottage and malting office
in SW Wearing apparel
Books
Edward Allcraft Non QS 1731 1732 Legacies of £261 2 gold rings and wearin Literate
Local apparel
ERO 366 CR 14
20 doz bread to poor of
Walden
George Dockrell Non QS 1702 1703 Ch properties in SW Legacies of £17 tettite
Local
ERO 302 CR 11
Thomas Goodwin Non QS 1711 1711 Property in Rochford Legacy of £5 Furimgs, pewter, 10 Literate
Local quarters of malt
ERO 214 CR 12
Thomas Hills Non QS | 1724 1724 Legacies of £110.1s Household goods ratée
Local
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ERO 249 CR 13

Thomas Ingrey Non QS 1730 1735 Property in Essex including Literate
Local Cuckingstool End, Gold St, 3 acres jin
ERO 455 CR 14 Sewards End Lane
Uriah Skepp Non QS 1720 1720 Property in Walden Legacy of £5 Literate
Local
ERO 107 CR 13
William Leverett Non QS 1780 1786 Several tenements and cottage in | Legacies of £690 Household goods, furniture| Literate
Local Market Place and linen
ERO 265 CR 18
Gold St malting office, Stock in trade to be sold
Cottages in Bayley's Lane,
12 acres
William Allen PRO 1793 1796 Property in SW Legacies of Household goods, stock in | Literate
£786.3.4 trade
TNA Prob 11/1282
Jabez Wyatt PRO 1780 1780 Property in SW and elsewhere in | Legacies of £4350 | Household goods, furniture, | Literate
England and other smaller | linen
TNA Prob 11/1069 sums
Stock in brewing trade
Edmund Taylor PRO 1768 1769 Property in Cambridge, Wenden, | Legacies of more Literate
Littlebury, Walden than £2500
TNA Prob 11/460
John Burr PRO 1762 1762 Property in Anstey, Herts, Reed, | Legacies of £600 Literate
Herts, Royston, Cambs, farm and | and more
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TNA Prob 11/471

lands in Sandon etc

James Carter PRO 1728 1738 Property in Walden and Littlebury usthold goods, plate, stock Literate
etc
TNA Prob 11/690
Edward Briggs PRO 1734 1735 Property in Carlton, Cambs, W. Legacies of £55 llliterate
Weratting, Cambs, Dullingham,
TNA Prob 11/671 Cambs
Nathaniel Catlin PRO 1703 1704 Property in Cuckingstool End Leganidxl 40 Literate
TNA Prob 11/1137
John Clark PRO 1749 1749 Land in SW area Numerous legacies Literate
TNA Prob 11/2094 Property in Gold St
Thomas Archer PRO 1837 1837 Property mentioned Legacies of ovef Detail of possessions: books, Literate
Catlin £1200 carriages, pictures etc.
TNA Prob 11/1882
John Archer PRO 1834 1834 Dwelling house in Cuckinstool Eng Substantial legacies Personal property including Literate
Street, property in Gold St including pictures, chap books etc
TNA Prob 11/1838 malting, tenements in Castle St,
malting and other property in
Cuckingstool End St, property in
Market End St, also considerable
areas of land
John Smith PRO 1802 1812 Property wheresoever erdté
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TNA Prob 11/1534

Thomas Edwards PRO 1787 1812 Property, malting office and land in Literate
SW, Debden, Widdington and
TNA Prob 11/1531 Newport

Table 21: Wills of Maltsters (based on locally pedwvills and wills proved in the Prerogative CaafrCanterbury)
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Name Will type Date Date Property Money Other goods Literate
Written Proved
Richard Webb QS Local 1723 1730 4 houses in Hill St and Abbegd a | Legacy of 40s llliterate
ERO 267 CR 14
Richard Wright QS Local 1722 1725 Property in Walden and Debden llliterate
ERO 256 CR 13
William Peachey QS Local 1827 1839 Property in Langley, Duddenhoé E Legacies £25 Tools of trade Literate
and Wethersfield; th and |h property
ERO 699 CR 21 in Butter Market, SW
Richard Trott sen Non QS 1712 1713 Legacies of 50 Silver bowl Literate
Local
ERO 232 CR 12
William Impey Non QS 1755 1761 Fh property in StirbitchFair Field, | Legacies of £1060 Literate
Local Cambridge
ERO 312 CR 16
Property called the Bell
2 fields and a pightle
Other land, several acres
Property, shop and chamber in
Walden
Lt Walden property
William Impey PRO 1785 1785 Complex legal Litera
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TNA Prob 11/1134

Thomas Grigg PRO 1770 1776 Fh estate in SW and |h in the Literate

Minories
TNA Prob 11/1024

James Barrett PRO 1813 1815 Property in Hill St, next to nail Legacy of £20 Stock in trade Literate
warehouse

TNA Prob 11/1571 Legacy of £400 £100 furniture to wife
Ironmonger’s and smith’s workshops
White Horse in SW
3 cottages in Hill St

Land behind yards, garden and
foundry

Table 22: Wills of Metalworkers (based on locallpyed wills and wills proved in the Prerogative @af Canterbury)
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Appendix 2
Fire Insurance in Saffron Walden

This discussion is based on the Economic and Sbeitel Service SN 1838
“Index to Eighteenth Century Fire Insurance PolRagisters”. This, in turn, is
based on the fire insurance policy registers ofSte and Royal Exchange
Insurance Companies between 1775 and 1786. Fopéhiod 124 records for
Saffron Walden have been found. It is possiblé $bane policies were held with
other insurance companies but the only fire insteanarks to be found on
properties in Saffron Walden are those of the Suh@Royal Exchange
Insurance Companies.

It will be evident that these records only giveirsight into the lives of some of
the more affluent members of the artisan segme8afffon Walden society in
the 1770s and 1780s. When compared with theflisten serving on the Grand
Jury between 1775 and 1780, (there is no data efdathe period 1781 to
1786,) 145 names are listed where an artisana tad be allocated. The thirty-
nine named policy holders represent only 27% af gnoup who, as freeholders
in the parish, were entitled to serve on the Gikang. There were many other
artisans who were not sufficiently affluent to beluded on the lists of those
entitled to serve on Grand Juries. It is cleardftee that this sample represents
the more affluent members of the artisan segmahtsanot representative of all
eighteenth century artisans in Saffron Walden. éfloeless, the source does
provide some insights into the world of this sulhgro

From the perspective of the social order in Safielden it is possible to divide
these records into seven broad groups: artisaofegsional men, shopkeepers,
malsters, yeomen, innholders and victuallers plgsreeral group covering
widows, spinsters, gentlemen, those who styled sieéras esquires, minors and
others not fitting into any other category.
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Category Number | Highest | Lowest | Mean insured | Range of

of records| value value value values

insured | insured insured
(to nearest £)

Victuallers 17 £500 £100 £271 £100-£500
Artisans 39 £1350 | £100 £399 £100-£1350
Yeomen 15 £1300 £150 £503 £150-£1300
Malsters 15 £1950 £100 £523 £100-£600
Shopkeepers| 18 £3000 £100 £568 £100-£3000
Others 17 £4800 £100 £624 £100-£4800
Professionals| 3 £1200 £200 £733 £1200

Table 23: Analysis of Eighteenth Century Insurarem®rds in Saffron Walden

based on UKDA Study SN 1838

The data reveals that the average insured valugrfisans was the second lowest
among the occupational groups, with a range ofesaftom £100 to £1,350.
However, artisans formed the largest group of gdiiclders, nearly 32% of the

total.

8%t is interesting to note that the mean sum irsimge Saffron Walden artisans was £399, whilst that
insured by artisans in towns in the South Easttmie Counties, the zone including Essex, for timeesa
period was £213 to the nearest pound (derived B A Study 1023:Sample of Insurance Palicies,

1750- 1850)
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Numbers of named eighteenth century
policy holders in Saffron Walden by
occupation
25
20
15
10
| I I I
0 : : : : : .
Victuallers Artisans Yeomen Malsters Shopkeepers  Other Professional
Chart 14: Numbers of policy holders by occupation
Mean value insured
£800
£700 —
£600 |
£500 —
£400 |
£300 —
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£100 —
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Victuallers  Artisans Yeomen Malsters Shopkeepers  Others Professionals

Chart 15:Mean value of property insured by each occupatigraip

Here the main concern will be whether differentintwith regard to the sum
insured occurs between types of artisan policydrsld Thirty-nine artisan policy
holders are listed but the names of some occur thareonce since they paid
premiums in more than one year. There was aadtatenty-eight different
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artisans holding premiums in this period. Onlylixgeof the thirty-nine artisan
policy holders insured property and goods to a etil100. The trades of these
policy holders ranged from cloth workers and mdley carpenters and collar
makers. Interestingly this group included twoldé airtisans who produced
luxury goods: John Kerit” who was a clockmaker and John Sadtjtia, cabinet
maker®®®

The highest sum insured was £1,350. There wergbhNoies for this sum.

Both were held by William Impey who was a brazi&t.£1,350 was a very
considerable sum in the 1780s. Using the RetaiERndex £1,350 in 1783 is
worth about £130,000 todd$* Unfortunately the premium paid is not available
so it is not possible to say whether there wagioglship between the level of
risk of the trade and the premium the insurancepaom required. It should be
noted that being a brazier was a distinctly rigkglé from the insurance
company’s point of view because the danger offias significant. William
Impey was a leading member of the town’s Quakerroanity who had

inherited a successful business from his fathas. vHll, proved in the
Prerogative Court of Canterbury in1785, left, ansirggher legacies, the sum of
five hundred pounds to each of his five childred arrange of property:
regrettably the latter is not specified in detl.

Thomas Wellbey, another brazier also held a pafisyring against fire.

Wellbey was described in his policy of 1783 helohirthe Royal Exchange
Company as a brazier and tinntah.His policy insured goods and property to a
sum of £500. Thomas Wellbey or Wellby had arrire@affron Walden with

his wife Mary in 1776 from the parish of All SairitsNorthamptor?>* It is
interesting to speculate whether Wellby was atéchtd Saffron Walden because
of the presence of the Impey family who also hartbrigins in
Nothamptonshire. Perhaps Thomas came to work@asmeyman for the
Impeys. If that was the case, he was sufficiestligcessful to be in business on
his own behalf only seven years after arriving ialéfén, a business which was

897 UKDA, SN 1838, John Kent's policy with The Royatdhange, number 87888

89% UKDA, SN 1838, John Saggus’ policy with The Sonmber 412906

89 The name of John Saggus or Saggers appears tiving the trade of cabinet maker, in 1778 and
1779. In 1781 he has changed his occupation taaller. As a cabinet maker he insured goods and
property to the sums of £100 and £300. As a vilduthe sum insured was £300.

%0 UKDA, SN 1838, William Impey, brazier. Two polés with the Royal Exchange, 1783 policy
88167, 1784 policy 88167

%4 awrence H. Officer, "Purchasing Power of BritistuRds from 1264 to 2006." MeasuringWorth.com,
2007,Consulted 25/9/2010.

Using the average earnings index the sum of £133083 is worth £1,710,000.

92TNA, PROB 11/1134, the will of William Impey, 1785

993 UKDA, SN 1838, Thomas Wellbey’s policy with Roy&kchange in 1783, number 88015

4 ERO, D/B 2/PAR4/180, Settlement certificate of fas Wellby, 1776
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insured in the sum of £500 (£48,100 using theIrptaie index calculator). Both
Impey and Wellbey were insured by the Royal Exclea@gmpany.

Value insured in £s by artisan tradesmen

m 100-500
m 600-900
1000+

Chart 16: Values of goods and property insured bynivers
of the artisan sector

In the middle range of policies, those where tha swsured was between
£600and £900, a single family dominated. This thasArcher family, a family
who appeared in all aspects of town life in theneggnth century. They served
at all levels in town government, some even attgjtthe post of mayof> Nine
policies were issued for sums between six and mimgred pounds. Six of these
were held by artisan members of the Archer familie Archers worked in a
variety of trades. Different branches of the fannded to specialize in
different types of trade and with varying degreksuzcess. The six policy
holders all belonged to the dominant branch offiéingily in the latter part of the
eighteenth century, the branch which dealt witdégarelating to butchery and
leather. William (insured in the sum of £600 irv87nd again in 177%f and
John Archer (£700 in 178%Y were both butchers. George (£600 in 1782yas
a fellmonger, whilst Thomas (£600 in 1780 and £800787§° was a tanner
who was also listed as a farmer in the second yolizne other policy was held

%5 n the eighteenth century members of the Archemiliaserved as mayor for eighteen years.

%% UKDA, SN 1838, William Archer, policies with theus, 1778 policy number 403960 and 1779 policy
number 420329.

97 UKDA, SN 1838, John Archer, policy with the Suf85 policy number 506783.

998 UKDA, SN 1838, George Archer, policy with the Sa@82 policy number 459154,

99 UKDA, SN 1838, Thomas Archer, policies with botingpanies, 1780 policy with the Sun number
422932 and 1787 policy with the Royal Exchange nemii90285.
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by an artisan member of the Archer family, Williaaglover, in 1779 in the sum
of £400%'° William was a member of a different branch of tamily. The other
three policy holders insuring sums between £600£20® were John Bush,
wheelwright (two policies both in the sum of £660Li779 and 1788)" and
Richard Ward, a bricklayer (£600 in 1786). None of these trades were
particularly dangerous, although fellmongering tarthing were fairly noxious
so it would appear that these were canny businessatieer than those, like
braziers for example, who ran the risk of losingrgthing in a serious trade-
related fire.

As well as providing a vignette into the world bbse artisans in the 1770s and
1780s who had property and goods which they deemoetthy of insuring
against fire with the Sun and Royal Exchange coriesdr the data set of
policies also offers opportunities to trace théunes of some of this group,
those who held more than one policy over the period

John Bush, as mentioned above, was a wheelwrlgatheld four policies in the
period 1779 to 1786. Three of these policies watle the Royal Exchange and
one with the Sun. In 1779 Bush took out a poliéghwhe Sun in the sum of
£600. In 1786 he had a policy with the Royal Exdeafor £600. The more
unusual year was 1784 when he held two policiels thi Royal Exchange,
adding up to £600. Why he held two policies thedryis unclear. The
consistency of the sum insured in the period 187B786 suggests that Bush was
a successful master wheelwright. The Land Taxrdsctior 1780 show that a
man of his name owned six properties in the Wakttea, four in the High
Street, one in the Market Place and one in Litt@ld&n®* The record shows
that John Bush lived in a property in the High 8treHe was a member of the
Society of Friends in Saffron Wald&nand served as overseer of the poor in
17812 As a Quaker, this was the highest civic officattBush could hold.
The fact that he was elected by the town to thé¢ @osverseer indicates that he

910 UKDA SN 1838, William Archer, policy with the Siun 1779, policy number 408677.

%1 UKDA, SN 1838, John Bush, three policies with Beyal Exchange: 1783 policy number 88425,
1784 policy number 91475 and 1786 policy number3@9@nd one with the Sun: 1779 policy number
408674.

%12 UKDA, SN 1838, Richard Ward, policy with the Sum1780, number 422934,

3 3adly it is not possible to tell from the dataikakde whether the policies refer solely to domesti
goods and property or whether business premisega@odks are also insured. It seems reasonable to
make the assumption that artisans would have bemceened to safeguard their livelihoods by insuring
their business premises and goods as well asdbgiestic premises, where these were separate.

M ERO, Q/RPI 896, Land Tax 1780 for Saffron Wald@tis suggests that men whose successful
business dealings left them with surplus capitalewevesting in property to bring in a ‘sleepingtome.
%15 Friends’ Meeting House Archives, H2, Membershiphaf Saffron Walden Meeting from the Thaxted
Meeting Monthly Record, 1775

%1 ERO, D/B 2/PAR3/1 Overseers of the Poor accounkbhn781-1797
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was held in good ‘credit’ or esteem by the popatain generaf?’ In this, as in
other ways, John Bush would seem to have beemlatigpical successful
artisan of the period who took both his businessndicated by the insurance
policies, and his civic responsibilities seriouslywould also seem that the area
of woodworking was not prominently represented agnitve policy holders. The
only other holders of policies were carpentersepbhs/Nright insuring property
and goods to the value of £300 and John Crusstiktealue of £100. Bush
with policies to a value of £600 would seem to hbgen more successful than
either of the carpenters. It may have been th&iadebranched out into the
production of carts as well. He was certainly deéno be sufficiently skilled to
be regularly employed by the Audley End estate.

William Gibbs also held two policies in the periodder consideration. Gibbs
was a plumber and glazier, although in the firdicyalated 1777 he also
described himself as a painter. He was patentlyived in a variety of aspects
of the building trade, an area not strongly repmesein the group of thirty-nine
artisanal policies available. In both policiex 8econd dated 1784, the sum
insured was £200"° This would seem to suggest that Gibbs was nae g
successful as John Bush in his business althoikghBush, he was sufficiently
affluent to be entitled to vote in the poll of 1783 According to the Land Tax
record for 1780 Gibbs owned a single property &:Ntarket Placé”' On his
death in 1809 Gibbs left property in both Saffroalién and in Linton,
Cambridgeshiré®?

Richard Ward, mentioned above, also held two pedicone dated 1780 and the
other 1785. In the first policy the sum insureds\& 800 and Ward described
himself as a bricklayer. In the second policyshen insured had dropped to
£450 and Ward then listed his occupations as tajeiland farmet*® What

does this decline in the value of the insurancepahdicate? Perhaps his
business as a bricklayer was less successful igpoird—nonetheless by 1802
when the walls of the walled garden were built atley End a plague was

1" For more on this topic see Craig Muldrélae Economy of Obligation:the culture of credit antial
relations in early modern Englan@asingstoke, 1998)

18 ERO, D/Dby A26 Monthly housekeeping vouchersAadley End estate 1768.

919 UKDA, SN 1838, William Gibbs, policy with the Suh777 policy number 385822, and policy with
the Royal Exchange 1784 number 89786.

920 T Toft, The poll for a Knight of the Shire to represent @munty of Essex taken at Chelmsford on
Tuesday and Wednesday the 13th and 14th of Decel@b8rby William Sheldon, Esq., Sheriff.
(London, 1764).

921 ERO, Q/RPI 896, Land Tax 1780 for Saffron Walden.

%2ERO, 511 CR 19, Will of William Gibbs, 1809.

923 UKDA, SN 1838, Richard Ward, policy with the Royatchange in 1785, policy number 91682.
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placed in the wall stating that Richard Ward haitt leem %** Whether this was
the Richard Ward of the insurance policies or bigsis unclear.

Equally intriguing is the pair of policies held Bgmes Allen which shows an
even more significant decline in the value of tbeds and property insured.
Allen gives his occupation as fustian weaver infitg policy and as fustian
weaver and brick maker in the second. The polidate from 1780 and 1784,
the latter being the year that Allen di€d.In 1780 Allen’s policy insured a sum
of £1,300, but by 1784 the sum insured was only0£10is possible that this is
due to a transcription error since in his will peavin 1784 at the Prerogative
Court of Canterburf® mentions numerous properties in Walden and the
surrounding area as well as closes of land. Ailsth served as a church warden
in 1781 and 1782, a more senior office in the goaece of the town than
overseer of the poor, but one which could only &l by a member of the
Church if England. Had Allen lived longer—he dethe relatively early age of
44—it is possible that he might have become arralde or even mayor of
Walden.

It can be seen, then, that the fire insurance poécords data set SN 1838
provides some fascinating insights into the livesame of the more affluent of
the artisan segment of Saffron Walden in the 1ar@s1780s. When the data
provided by the data set is combined with otheomgs about the economic,
social and religious life of the town in the eigtnéh century, the picture of the
life of a Saffron Walden artisan becomes fulleff. cGurse, only the more
affluent members of the artisan segment would e able to afford to take
out an insurance policy with either the Sun or R&ahange companies. Only
such people would have had anything worth insurimbus it provides further
evidence of fragmentation since only some artisaugd purchase this assurance
against the vagaries of life.

When this data is combined with information draweni the 1780 Land Tax for
Saffron Walder’?” 1780 being roughly the midpoint of the fire inqura data

set, it is possible to get some idea of the aré#seaown which were the most
heavily insured. It appears that some of the hreldépolicies owned more than
one property: in the case of William Archer, butgleetotal of fourteen different
properties including buildings, land and a maltilngated in a number of streets.
Others had only one. The locations of the propeitif three of the artisans: John

924 http://www.independent.co.uk/arts-entertainmentitou-garden-heaven-in-a-walled-garden-
1083299.html

Consulted 26.9.10

925 UKDA, SN 1838, James Allen, policies with the SUA80 number 426711 and 1784 number 494854,
96 TNA, PROB 11/1128, will of James Allen, 1784.

927 ERO, Q/RPI 896, Land Tax 1780 for Saffron Walden.
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Crussell, Thomas Wellbey and Thomas Barnard havbeen identified. Some
of the policy holders rented their properties, asl@vned them and some held a
mixture of both types. Some of the property wagbed the boundaries of
Walden in the neighbouring hamlets of Little Walderd Audley End and so
data for these properties is not always included.

It would seem that the High Street was the modilisimsured area of the town,
mostly thanks to William Archer, butcher, and hastfolio of properties,
followed by Church Street, the Market Place inahgdMarket End Street and
then Castle Street. Itis not possible to tellchiproperty a particular policy
refers to and so it must be surmised that someeptiep were deemed worthy of
insurance whilst others were not.

Location Number of Properties Properties
Properties Owned Rented
Abbey Lane 1 1 0
Bridge End 3 3 0
Castle Street 10 10 0
Church Street 14 12 2
Cuckingstool End 2 2 0
Gold Street 1 1 0
High Street 18 12 6
Hill Street 1 1 0
Market Place 11 10 1
Other location 3 3 0
outside SW

Table 24: Locations of properties held by policydeos showing
whether owned or rented based on the 1780 Lard Ta

ERO, Q/RPI 896
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Chart 17: Locations of Properties held by Policyddos
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Name

Trade

Property owned (street)

Property ref
(street)

William Impey

Brazier

Market Place x2

Little Walden

Thomas Wellbey

Brazier and tinma

Richard Ward

Bricklayer and

Castle Street x5

ted

farmer
George Day Brickmaker Church Street
William Archer Butcher High Street x8, land and| &ligh Street x2
malting included
Cuckingstool End
Market Place x3
John Archer Butcher Church Street x2
John Saggers Cabinet maker, High Street
upholsterer and
brazier
Joseph Wright Carpenter Castle Street x4
John Crussell Carpenter
John Kent Clockmaker High Street
Thomas Erswell | Clothmaker Hill Street
Francis Diggon Collar maker High Street
William Symonds| Collar maker Market Place
James Archer Fellmonger Bridge End x2 (1 land)

George Archer

Fellmonger and
glover

Church Street

Church Street
X2

High Street

James Allen

Fustian weaver

Church Street x5
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Name Trade Property owned (street) Property rented
(street)
William Archer Glover Church Street x2
Abbey Lane

Market Place

James Camp Miller Cuckingstool End
Thomas Miller Gold Street
Frankham
William Grylls Peruke maker Market Place
William Gibbs Plumber, glazier, | Market Place
painter
Thomas Archer Tanner Church Street
Jonathan Bowtell| Tanner Probably based at Audley
End

Thomas Barnard Tailor

Richard Freeman| Tailor Bridge End

John Bush Wheelwright High Street x4 (2 land)

Market Place

Little Walden
Thomas Barrett Wheelwright Market Place
Robert Bunten Woolcomber Castle Street

Table 25: Locations of Properties of Insurancedydtolders (Based on 1780
Land Tax details ERO, Q/RPI 896)

This data set allows us to address questions pettio the main argument here.
Firstly, in itself the existence of insurance fong artisans but not for others
indicates a significant difference within the segires a whole. Second, the
differences to be detected among the artisans vene imsured reinforce the
conclusion drawn from other sources of fragmentatithin the segment.

Third, the fluctuations in the amount insured magicate the volatility of a
man’s standing within the group. The evidencéiis here but from this we
might conclude that artisans as a whole were méyldflerentiated at any point

297



Hilary Walker
Differentiating the artisan

over time. However, this very volatility in persditircumstances meant that
many within the segment had experienced diffengositions’ within the
segment at different points in their life coursd@$ws, the volatility that was
characteristic of the segment as a whole also itegar degree of homogeneity
to the experience of those within it.
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Appendix 3
The 1811 Saffron Walden Cenétfs

On May 29" 1811 a census of the inhabitants of Saffron Waidas begun. It
was conducted by R. Browne and survives in manpisiorm. Returns for
Saffron Walden would have been included in the 1&&1isus but the 1811
census provided data that was germane only tod@e¥kfalden and in far greater
detail than that required by the 1801 census. TB@4 census was held as a
result of the 1800 Population Act (41.Geo.lll.c.bBpught about by a growing
concern about the population of Britain and its dadhfor food which was
highlighted by the publication in 1798 of Malthuga Essay on the Principle of
Population®® The first census under the terms of this actewmeerned with
the number of people, their occupations and thebaurof families and houses
but only statistical summaries were submitted l@yddnsus enumerators.
Edward Higgs argues that all the Census Acts betwi861 and 1831 had titles
that indicated that they were to measure the ‘esxeor diminution’ in the
population, thus referring back to the populationtcoversy of the previous
century as mentioned aboV8.Sadly in most cases the detailed information was
destroyed?!

The Observations and Enumeration Abstract for 8flicensu$? gives the
following information about Saffron Walden:

%8 ERO, D/B 2/BRE8/7 1811 Census

29| ocal evidence of the concern about food wastiiied by the Saffron Walden bread riots of a few
years earlier described in detail above p.61ff.

30 Edward HiggsPre 1801—population estimatd&/niversity of Essex, Online Historical Populatio
Reports (histpop), 2004-7), http://www.histpop/otgpr/serviet/View?path=Browse/Essays (by
kind)&active=yes&mno=2123

9L http://www.bookrags.com/wiki/Census_Act_186@nsulted 19.1.11

%http://www. histpop.orgonsulted 1.3.11
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Houses

Inhabited 669

By how many families 729

Building 10

Uninhabited 7

Occupations

Families chiefly employed in Agriculture 307

Families chiefly employed in Trade, Manufactures, 0215
Handicraft

All other Families not comprised in the Two precedi 207

Classes
Persons
Males 1,617
Females 1,786
Total 3,403

Table 26: Information drawn from 1811 Census

The 1811 Saffron Walden census retained the ddteifermation, recording the
inhabitants of the town street by street, giving fibre-and surname of each head
of house and the trade that person followed. There three main categories in
terms of occupation: agriculture, trade and othWWhere trade was the category
the particular craft was given. The category tieotcovered gentlemen,
shopkeepers, innkeepers and some professional Renple too poor to be
credited with an occupation had the category ‘Fasithiefly employed in’ left
blank. The census also showed whether a housenhalsited by more than one
family and the number of males and females in éactly.

Although the census shows the trade followed byhteed of the family, where
applicable, it should be noted that following atjgaitar craft did not mean that a
man did not also practise agriculture to some éxtés craftsmen’s wills reveal,
many families held strips in the communal fieldgha# town or small plots of
enclosed land elsewhere. For example, in hismaltle in 1745, George Pettitt,
a cordwainer, lists no less than twelve differeantcels of land of sizes varying,
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where identified, from half an acre to four act&sWhether he farmed them
himself or leased them out to neighbouring landlé is not clear from his will.
Edward Allen, a weaver, who made his will in 178Yieft at least eleven acres
of land in a variety of parcels in different pasfshe town.

There are further problems relating to the catesgion of trades followed by the
heads of house in the survey. For example, pdoldsving the semi-
professional occupation of surgeon could be claskih different ways. George
Eachus, a surgeon living in Church Street, wassitled as being in trade,
whereas the Fiskes (Charles, John and Samuely limiMarket End,
Cuckingstool End Street and the High Street respygt were categorised as
gentlemen. George Eacfitiand the three Fisk&$ all left wills proved in the
Prerogative Court of Canterbury—evidence in itsadt they were all men of a
reasonable degree of wealth and property. In thids, however, whilst George
Eachus described himself as a surgeon and apoyhéoarthree Fiskes all
described themselves as having the rank of Esqiiinere was a distinct
variation in the ways that social designations vagelied, depending not only
on a man’s perception of his social status but afsthat of their fellow
townsmen.

Although the census does present certain diffiesilin interpreting the exact
nature of some of the trades followed by the tovamtssans, it does allow a
certain amount of analysis of the distribution otwpations throughout the town
and the placing of artisans in a wider context pbiat towards the end of this
study. The occupations to be found in each shrae¢ been examined and,
where possible, have been attributed to one ofditferent categories:
agriculture, trade, shopkeeper, innkeeper or surgéwmeach case the occupation
has been taken to be that which provided the nm@iome. People who were
identified as gentlemen or for whom no occupati@s \given have been
excluded from the analysis.

However it is interesting to note that out of tmtire population of 3,403 people
in 1811, only eight people were listed as eitherttlgenan or gentlewoman.
There were six gentlewomen: Mrs Hayward in CuckiogisEnd Street, Mrs
Hancock, Mrs Smith and Mrs Wolfe in the High Strédts Hall in Bridge End
and Mrs Westrope in Castle Street. It seems likedy these were all either

93ERO, 201 CR 15, Will of George Pettitt, cordwainkf45
%4 ERO,149 CR 17, Will of Edward Allen, weaver, 1759
95 TNA, Prob 11/1840, Will of George Eachus

93¢ TNA, Prob 11/1677, Will of John Fiske

TNA, Prob 11/2008, Will of Charles Fiske

TNA, Prob 11/2247, Will of Samuel Fiske
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wealthy widows or unmarried ladies living in contéisle retirement®’ It is not
possible to distinguish between the two categailese the appellation of
Mistress was applied to both married and singleekadf a certain class. The
two men to whom the appellation of gentleman wasiep were: Thomas
Martin who lived in Hill Street and whose will shewhat he was a man of
considerable property, both real and monet&tgnd William Archer, one of the
large clan of Archer$*® William lived in the High Street and had served a
Mayor of Walden and as a Justice of the Peace,easefrhomas Martin does not
seem to have concerned himself with the affaithefcorporation. It would
appear then that the appellation of ‘gentle’ wasliad to less than a quarter of
one per cent of the population of the town listethie 1811 census. However it
is likely that the designations were chosen byceresus enumerator. Had the
population of the town made the choices it seemg likeely that a far higher
number of gentlefolk would have been recorded.

The analysis shows that men who gave agricultutbeasprimary occupation
were concentrated in Castle Street: 36% or 70 bL94. Of those who said that
they were chiefly engaged in trade, the largestbarm?2 out of 207 or 20%,
were also based in Castle Street but there wenesalsstantial concentrations
elsewhere in the town—in Market End, Cuckingstoodt Street, the High Street
and Hill Street. Shopkeepers were very heavilyceatrated in Market End:
52% or 8 out of 15. This is not surprising becadseket End was the street
leading to the Market Place. Innkeepers, on therdtand, were much more
evenly distributed throughout the town althouglréheas still a preponderance
in Market End: 38% or 5 out of 13. This, agaimad surprising since the
market would have been a good source of custone. nfdjor inn of the town,
the Rose and Crown, was located in the Market Rtael. The five surgeons
were scattered around the town but all lived iretls where houses were of a
decent standard. No surgeons were to be founthlivi Castle Street or Roast
Lane!

The data from the 1801 Census provides only the bassc of information
about the town, permitting no more than a basicpanmon of the categories
given in the two Enumeration Abstracts. For examiptan be seen that in both
censuses women out numbered men in the town ahdeheeen the two
censuses the population grew by nearly 7%. larslér to compare the
occupational structure of the town because of li@ge in the way data was

%t is possible that the wills of three of theseidadare held in the National Archive: Judith Wes&p
spinster, (TNA, Prob 11/1558); Elizabeth Wolfe rspér, (TNA, Prob 11/1664) and Sarah Hall, widow,
(TNA, Prob 11/1546).

“8TNA, Prob 11/1555, the will of Thomas Martin

%9 TNA, Prob 11/1589, the will of William Archer
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gathered. In the earlier census the number obpsrengaged in a type of work
was given whereas in the latter census it is thelbmu of families so employed.

Houses

Inhabited 657

By how many families occupied 683
Uninhabited 25
Occupations

Persons chiefly employed in agriculture 456

Persons chiefly employed in Trade, Manufacturedamdicraft 367

All other Persons not comprised in the Two precgditasses 2,358
Persons

Male 1,491
Female 1,690
Total 3,181

Table 27: The Enumeration Abstract for the 180190erprovides the above
information about Saffron Waldéf

Thus it is the later census where the original asbeen retained that provides
the greater amount of information about Saffron dal Although the census
dates from 1811 and is, therefore, slightly outsidetime boundaries of this
study with its focus on the eighteenth centurig,inevertheless, of considerable
interest since it provides much information abdwt ocation of people who
were working in the artisan sector in the eighteeantury. Many of the artisans
listed had begun their working lives in the eightbecentury and, although some
of them might have moved house, the majority propedmained in the same
house for the whole of their working lives unldssyt experienced a marked
change in economic circumstances. Thus, with s@servations, the 1811
census provides a useful tool for identifying thelqable residences of artisans
working in the latter part of the eighteenth centur

%40 http://www. histpop.org/ohpr/serviet/PageBrowsetRpBrowse/Census (by
date)&active=yes&mno=2&tocstate=expandnew&displact®ns&display=tables&display=pagetitles&
pageseq=122. Consulted 1.3.11.
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Appendix 4
Thomas Scrambler: A man whose aspirations exceeidddte

Thomas Scrambler was a woolcomber by trade. Nardschave been found of
his birth, marriage or burial, although Almshouseard$*! indicate that he died
in 1761. In 1715 he was of sufficient importancd®é one of the third tranche of
signatories to the Oath of Allegiance to Georfjéds had been John Archer.
This third tranche of signatories appears to haenlzonstituted of the more
significant artisans of the town, but generallystaavho did not hold an
important civic office.

In 1744 he was a signatory to the list of membéth®Abbey Lane Meetiny’

It would seem that he was one of only seven memideisee meeting who had
signed the Oath of Allegiandé&® Although he was of sufficient status within the
town to sign the oath, Thomas Scrambler does rm#apon the lists of men who
served on the town’s grand juries. This may inic¢hat he did not own the
necessary amount of freehold property to qualifyrbther lived in copyhold or
rented accommodation. This premise is supportettidyack of his name in the
Poll Books of 171%" and 1734 which contained the names of those men
entitled to vote in elections for a knight of there by virtue of their holding of
freehold land to the value of forty shillings oegter.

The only reference to Thomas’s family life is artrgmn the ledgers of
Bromfield’s Charity. In the spring of 1731/2 Thosnapplied to Bromfield’s
Charity for help in placing his son James apprenti€he charity provided the
premium to place James as an apprentice with Jayoes a cordwainer living

in the parish of St. Mary’s, Bedford” No baptismal records exist for James or
any siblings, but it would appear that Thomas weethle to afford the cost of
placing his son apprentice but was fully cognisdrthe importance of so doing
and so appealed to the charity for help. He wahigedon to have the chance to
become a master craftsman, albeit in a lowly ti@d=rdwaining. One of the
signatories supporting his application was thatMidfiam Rankin, a grocer and
fellow member of the Abbey Lane Meeting. Williamaikin was a man of some
substance in the town who served as overseer gidbeon three occasions; his

941 D/Q 67/2/1, Walden Almshouse and Terrier of Esth#@9-1772

%2ERO, D/B 2/QSS2/3, list of those taking the oath 715.

3 ERO, D/NC/16/1/1 References to Abbey Lane Meetingi4

%4 Eour of the signatories were in the third tranthe,other three were in the first tranche.

%5 ERO, D/DKw/O2/14, a copy of the poll book for ésford, 1715.

946 ERO, Library uncatalogugdPoll for a Knight of the Shire to represent the Gtyuof Essex taken at

Chelmsford on Tuesday 7th March 1734 by Champiamidl, Esq., SheriffLondon, 1734)
%7 ERO, D/B 2/CHR1/5/120, Bromfield’s Charity Indergwf James Scrambler, 1731/2
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non-conformity precluding him from a higher posttiithin the civic
governance of the town.

By 1751 Thomas Scrambler appears to have falldmodh times since he was
listed as one of the recipients of the Tollesbuoyelof Cloth, a charity which
gave lengths of cloth to the ‘deserving po8f’. The term deserving poor
suggests that Thomas was viewed as having falldrahtimes through no fault
of his own. Perhaps sickness or old age had reldhioe to this state. In the
same year he was elected to the Saffron Waldentdos=’*® People were able
to put themselves forward as candidates for thesAbuse but the selection was
made by the Mayor and Aldermen on the advice oMhbster and Part-Brother
of the AlImshouse. It is not possible to say wheflfeomas was elected the first
time he applied.

Election to the AImshouse was a meal ticket fa tdr the successful applicant
who received accommodation and board for the fetbiedr lives unless they
transgressed the rules of the AiImshouse in whisk taey could be ejected. To
secure election to the Almshouse required a catelidehave led a relatively
blameless life and to have been reduced to the toemobly through misfortune,
illness or incapacity. Since the same misfortuadother people to an
uncomfortable old age supported by meagre parls# ne their own homes or
in the parish workhouse, election to the Aimshaisggests that Thomas
Scrambler had influential friends who could canvagselecting panel of Mayor
and aldermen on his behalf. Perhaps William Rankientioned above, was
able to use his influence on Thomas’s behalf. \Watthe case, Thomas lived
out his remaining days in the Almshouse, a perifagearly ten years, in the
relative comfort of Saffron Walden Almshouse.

948 5affron Walden Museum, uncatalogued
%9D/Q 67/2/1, Walden Almshouse and Terrier of Estafa9-1772
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Appendix 5
The Fortunes of the Archer Family

The subject of differentiation within the artisagt®r of the eighteenth century
town of Saffron Walden has been viewed from a ¢ perspectives above.
What follows is a case study of one of the artisamnilies of Saffron Walden at
this time — the Archers. The case study will seeltse the Archer family to
demonstrate the existence of economic and sodfaleintiation within the

artisan sector at this time. It is not possiblentike much reference to the effect
of religion on differentiation among artisans asttime because the vast
majority of Archers for whom information exists veeat least nominally,
members of the established church and, as suchdwauve worshipped at the
parish church of St. Mary the Virgin.

The Archers were one of the major artisan familieSaffron Walden throughout
the eighteenth century. There appear to have $&@ral strands of the family
and it has not yet been possible to discover haw#érnious strands are related.
One reason for this difficulty is the limited nunnlmé forenames given to male
children in the family: ‘George’, ‘Henry’, ‘Jamesdohn’, ‘Richard’, ‘Thomas’
and ‘William’. In some years two boys were bapliséth the same forename,
distinguished only in the baptismal records byriame of the father, where
given®?°

In order to consider the way in which life chancesld affect the life an artisan
led, particularly towards the end of his life, iaynbe informative to follow the
fortunes of some artisan members of the Archerlfawith the caveat that it is
not always possible to be entirely sure which mearnolbéhe family sharing the
same forename is, in fact, the subject of the esics!

Sons of John Archer, butcher

John Archer (ll), the father, was born in 1699, $be of John (l), also a butcher,
and Ann his wife. In his will dated 1732 and prdwe 1737 the latter left a total
of six properties as well as three acres of larfdaahercross Lane and another
parcel of land at Mile Stil&* potentially because as a butcher he would need
land for the grazing of beasts prior to slaughteue to a lack of rate books in
this period it is not possible to locate the sigg@rties even though the tenants
are given. It seems likely that the propertiesesfeeehold since no mention is

%0 ERQ, D/P 192/1/4.3-4, Saffron Walden baptismal registerAugust 1734 Thomas Archer baptised
his second son John. In October of the same wdwr Archer, a butcher, baptised his first borncthil
John as well.

%1ERO, 498 CR 14, the will of John Archer,butche847

306



Hilary Walker
Differentiating the artisan

made of any formalities related to copyhold propeke, John I, served as
Churchwarden in 1715 and was listed in the PollkBaiol 715 as entitled to vote
for a Knight of the Shire at the electioti$as well as signing the Oath of
Allegiance and Supremacy to George | in 17£5The above three references
indicate that John Archer | was a man of some statthe town, but not of the
highest rank. Although he held at least a forijlisg freehold to entitle him to
vote for a Knight of the Shire, he did not progresgond the rank of
Churchwarden and only signed the oath in the tinendche of signatories, the
more significant members of the town hierarchy hgsigned some days before.
This John Archer was literate, probably a pupilhef Grammar School, and had
subscribed five shillings to the setting up of €tearity School in 1718>*an
indication that he was thoroughly involved in tife bf the town, but at this
stage of his career without the means to makerdfisignt contribution to a new
civic undertaking.

The second John Archer, born 1699, was also torbe@obutcher, but he
progressed significantly further in the civic hietay than his father. He served
as overseer of the poor in 1737 and in the sametgek the freedom of the
town by patrimony in the sum of 10s.84. By the birth of his last child, Henry,
in 1749 the baptismal record listed him as Aldermd@he list of mayors of
Saffron Walden given in Richard, Lord Braybrooké%story of Audley Ent®
suggests that this John Archer may have servedgesrmof the town in 1745 and
again in 1754, and possibly also in 1765. His napyeared in the 1783 and
17688 poll books indicating his possession of sufficipraperty to entitle him
to a vote. His will made in 1775 and proved in $hene year shows a man of
considerable property. Each of his five sons rexkproperty, either buildings
or farmland. Thomas and James, sons three anddigorreceived sums of
money taking into account any debts they owed himsadeath and the eldest
son John Il was to receive any rents owed on thpggties he inherited. John I
also left sums of money to his married daughtetslstvhis unmarried daughter
Ann inherited a considerable amount of propert§sieat Chesterford, a nearby

%2 ERO, D/DKw/O2/14, a copy of the poll book for \é&ford, 1715.

93 ERO, D/B 2/QSS2/3, list of those taking the oath 715.

%4ERO, D/B 2/ SCH2/1 Subscribers to the Charity $thb715. John Archer’s subscription of 5s a year
continued until at least 1730.

9 gaffron Walden Museum 41507, List of Freemen effown

%% Richard, Lord Braybrooké;he History of Audley End.ondon, 1836), pp.316-7.

%7 saffron Walden Town Library, T.ToftsThe poll for a Knight of the Shire to represent @aunty of
Essex taken at Chelmsford on Tuesday and Wedn#wslagth and 14th of December 1763 by William
Sheldon, Esq., SherifiChelmsford, 1763)

%8 ERO, Library, uncatalogugdPoll for Knights of the Shire to represent the Ciyusf Essex taken at
Chelmsford on Tuesday 29th March 1768 by RicharmdaoClay Esq. SherifChelmsford, 1768)
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large village on the turnpike road to Cambridgeyel as £306>° At his death,
John Archer was clearly a man of considerable wealtd status in the
community.

The John Archer who died in 1775 was the fathdivefsons and three
daughters. The sons were John Ill, Thomas, Willidames and Henry born
between 1734 and 1749. He also had three daugEterabeth, Ann and Sarah.
Elizabeth married James Sell, a yarnmaker, anchSaearied Thomas Edwards,
a miller from the nearby village of Littlebury. Arwas unmarried at the time the
will was made and, since she was already in herdhj an increased provision
was made for her since she was quite likely to remamarried.

It is the subsequent fortunes of the five sonobhJArcher which provide some
evidence of fractionalism within the artisan seghwrSaffron Walden society
in the second half of the eighteenth century, idd®een within one family.
There are no records providing early evidence efitintunes of the five boys.
Since their father was a man of status and notnisiderable means in the
community it seems likely that the boys attendedgfammar school. Itis
evident from documentary evidence all were literatel that after attendance at
the Grammar School all were then privately appoegtirather than relying for
their apprenticeship premiums on one of the towvarities **°

Later town records suggest that the five boys edtéades related to their
father’s trade of butcher. The eldest, John, becarelimonger, gloves and
breeches maker. The second son, Thomas, probatéyrie a tanner and was
later in business with his younger brother Jamid®e third son, William,
followed his father into the butchery businesslbatér probably diversified into
malting. Son number four, James, also becamdnadetjer and glover based at
Bridge End in Saffron Walden. The youngest somridebecame a successful
maltster in later life but there is no evidenceaany earlier trade followed.
Henry’'s entry into the malting trade was at a tinieen malting was of
increasing importance in the Saffron Walden arBae opening of the Stort
Navigation in 176%* meant that malt from the Saffron Walden area cbeld
transported to the thirsty markets of London byewatter a relatively brief trip
by road to Bishops Stortford. Henry would haverbable to exploit the
opportunities that the malt trade offered. He madeafficiently good income
from the malting trade to allow him to build a largew house in Cuckingstool

%9ERO, 208 CR 17, will of John Archer the elder,detr, 1775

%9 None of their names appear in the ledgers of eBhemfield’s or Suffolk and Turner’s charitiesgth
two town charities most concerned with the appeestiip of poorer boys.

91 hitp://www.jim-shead.com/waterways/History.php?wem8TRTconsulted 24.2.2009
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End Street called Hill House according to a SafWéalden contemporary John
962

Player:
It would seem that all five sons prospered in thaiious lines of business.
Between 1778 and 1780 all five brothers held instegolicies with the Sun
Insurance Company, insuring property ranging imedtom £100 to £60§°

The four eldest left wills proved in the PrerogettVourt of Canterbury, an
indication of a substantial sum to be left. Therygest, Henry, seems somewhat
surprisingly, to have died intestate if an annotatn his brother Thomas’s will

is to be believed® In their wills they all describe themselves asriemen’.
Whether this a self-allocated title or the opinadrtheir peers is hard to gauge,
but the 1792 Rate for the Repair of the Parish €hifr which gives titles to
some of the rate payers, accords only William aedmy the appellation of
‘Mister’.

All five of the brothers seem to have made a realslensuccess of their business
lives, but only William and Henry climbed to theptof the greasy pole of civic
power and became mayors of Saffron Walden. JoHdrdames both served as
Overseers of the Poor in 1784 and 1786 respectibbabWilliam and Henry

both served more than one term as mayor and wesealBo Justices of the
Peace for the town. Serving as a Justice woule baeured the appellation of
‘Mister’ and the right to describe themselves anttemen'.

Perhaps John and James were too busy with théedra climb higher up the
ranks of the Corporation or perhaps they were dddygeheir fellow townsmen
to have reached a position commensurate with gezgeived administrative
abilities as overseers. Thomas appears to hadenbetivic posts, but this may
have been due to the fact that he was bringingsuddughter alone, his wife
having died not long after her bitff Neither John nor James took the freedom
of the town, but William and Henry did; William it776 and Henry in 17837
This was, by this date, an indication not of a ygpumaster craftsman keen to
make a success of his business, but of a poliieafibitious man keen to make
his mark on the civic stage in Saffron Walden.

William and Henry both served more than one terrmagor of Saffron Walden.
Henry was mayor at the time of the Bread Riots7/85land was responsible for

%2 John PlayerSketches of Saffron Walden and its vicit&gffron Walden, 1845), p.68
%3UKDA 1838, Fire policies issued by the Sun and &d&xchange insurance companies. Sun
Insurance Policies 1778-1780

%4TNA, Prob 11/1639, will of Thomas Archer

%S ERO, D/B 2/PAR11/257, 1792 Rate for the RepathefParish Church

%¢ERO, D/P 192/1/5.3 Saffron Walden burial regi$igts Thomas’s wife Mary as a lunatic.

%7 saffron Walden Museum 41507, Saffron Walden Freeme
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negotiating with the major local landowner, Lordwod of Audley End, for the
sending of troops to quell the riot.

It can be seen, then, that although the five Ardnethers all achieved a degree
of success in their business life, their succeskarcivic sphere was much more
variable. It may be assumed that all five boysengiven a similar start in life in
terms of education and initial financial supportheir business lives by their
father, but only two of them followed in their faits civic footsteps. It would
seem, then, that even where a level playing fiekdioed, fractionalism could
occur among a set of brothers in terms of the thakthey could reach in the
civic sphere where political acumen as well asrfaia success and the
avoidance of unforeseen personal distractions wesgsary to achieve the
pinnacle of the civic organisation, the post of pray

Other artisans with the same surname—and overainese of the eighteenth
century there were many Archers involved in a raofgartisanal occupations
including bottle maker, pattern maker, cooper, gipinnkeeper, fellmonger and
breeches maker, butcher, maltster and tanner—wssesuiccessful than the five
sons of John Archer. It is often difficult to besalutely sure which Archer is
which. A John Archer, possibly the one who wamnggd a settlement certificate
which indemnified the parish of Newport against aongts incurred by him, his
wife Mary and son John when he moved there togoiother John Archer to
follow his trade of glover in 176%2 became an inmate of the Almshouse in
1793%%° On his death his wife Mary was elected in hiadte

If John Archer, glover, was less fortunate in s ¢hances than the five Archer
brothers, he, at least, secured a relatively camibte old age in the Almshouse.
Other members of the Archer clan were less foreundhe overseer of the
poor’s account book kept by William Mynott in 1784shows that relief was
provided weekly to the widows of a Richard Archeda James Archer as well
as incidental payments to Lydia Archer and Richncher who were unwell.

An additional incidental payment was also madéngowidow of James Archer
who was ill. Clearly these members of the ArcHandad fallen on very hard
times.

The many strands of the Archer family show the eaofyfortunes which might
face a member of the artisan segment of socielyercourse of the eighteenth
century. Some were successful; occasionally tiesesss was tied in with the

macro economic situation. Henry Archer, as memiibabove, became a

%8 ERO, D/B 2/PAR4/159, Indemnity bond issued to JAhcher, glover, in 1764.
99 ERO, DQ67/2/1-2, Almshouse Minute Books, 1749-1850
90 ERO, D/B 2/PAR3/1, Overseers of the Poor AccoumtB 1781-1797
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maltster at a time when the production of malthea $affron Walden area was
very much a growth industry because of the imprdvaasport links to London
with the building of the extension of the Lea Naatign to Bishops Stortford.
Others were less successful, ending either in #énslpworkhouse or on parish
relief. Sadly it is this less successful groufpofhers that it is far more difficult
to document.
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Appendix 6
The 1793 Survey of the Inhabitants of BocKitg

As has been mentioned aboV&the reason why this survey was conducted is not
clear and the survey taker is identified only byiats. However, the information
collected enables a picture to be given of thgiamlis persuasions of a small
Essex town occupied mostly by the wool trade atti of the eighteenth

century. Although by this time Saffron Walden madved away from the
production of woollen cloth and was more occupigdhe production of malt,
comparisons can be drawn between the two plackasaseen shown above in

the main body of this thesis.

The Bocking survey includes the whole parish, ost jhe town itself, and gives
a total population of 2,923. The nearest comparabtvey for Saffron Walden

is the 1811 CenstlS which gives a population of 3,403and focuses ertafwn
itself rather than including the surrounding ‘endsiich were part of the parish.
Another difference is that the Walden Census doéstmow religious

persuasion. However, as luck would have it, thekBg survey does shed some
light on the religious persuasions of the differemtial groups within the parish
and this may in turn inform our view of the religpomake-up of the town of
Saffron Walden.

The survey shows that of the heads of house, s@teféllowed an artisanal
trade and a further 17% were categorized as labmuréhe term ‘labourer’, as
has been discussed above, presents certain probiecesit is not possible to
distinguish between young men recently out of thpprenticeship and serving
as journeymen and those who were day labourersilppsvorking on the land,
and never likely to climb higher. However the tatbthese categories (82%)
shows that Bocking was a town with its roots firretablished in artisanal
occupations.

A study of those designated by an artisanal ocaupahows that 65% of the
population fell under this heading. When the ielig persuasions are
considered, 62% of dissenters—be they categorig@hptist Dissenters or just
Dissenters—followed artisanal trades; whereas 66&6mformists were
designated as artisans. However when certaingragescrutinised more

closely, the picture is somewhat different. Theolx@aombers present the clearest
difference. Fifty-one families are shown with aokoomber as the head of

"L ERO, D/P 268/18/2 Survey of the Inhabitants ofiBog, 1793.
"2 See above p.185
973 See above Appendix 3
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house, of these thirty-one families are designasedissenters, over 60%. There
are, on the other hand, 172 families headed byawvereof whom only fifteen
were headed by dissenters, a mere nine percemte T4 however, a difference
in the geographical locations of the two trades:ghedominantly conformist
weavers are clustered in Bocking Church StreetGinatch Lane, whereas the
dissenting wool combers are to be found more conyrinrBradford Street and
Bocking End, although there are a few in Churchd.ah is interesting to note
that the Independent Meeting House was locatedokidg End, so perhaps this
explains the preponderance of dissenting wool cosnibethis area, whereas the
conformist weavers are clustered nearer to thecbhusust why wool combers
had such a tendency towards dissent in Bockingriddr to explain, although
E.P. Thompson does suggest that wool combers waoagthe elite of the
woollen trade and had been inclined to trade uorganisation from the 1740s
onward®’* Perhaps the Bocking wool combers were disinclioeatcept the
tenets of the established church?

The other group where there was a higher than ¢éegeximber of dissenters
was the woollen manufacturers or clothiers theneseIv\l hese were men who
were operating on a much larger scale, puttingvmdi to spinners and then
placing the spun wool with weavers. Like Robeatli@ of Saffron Walden with
his shoemaking business, they appear to have lpggatmng on a proto-
industrial scalé’”> Of the seven men categorised in this way, fiveewe
dissenters. It may be that these are examplesrgfocapable men whose
religious persuasion denied them the opportunityattvancement through the
parish structure. So threw themselves into thesiriess ventures. The Savills
are an example of men of this type.

The other information that this survey throws lightis of the women employed
in artisanal industries at this time. The surviegves three schoolmistresses
living in Bocking as well as one female farmer &odr victuallers. One of the
victuallers is recorded as a widow who probablyenled the business from her
husband, but the other three have no such designatiowever working as a
victualler was not an uncommon job for a womarhet time. One female
grocer is also listed with the title of ‘mistressThe other women recorded were
all involved in artisanal trades. The vast mayowere involved in either
spinning or weaving. Spinning was a job by whiohedderly widow could earn
a small income, and a considerable number of fes@teners are recorded as

7 E. P. ThompsoriThe Making of the English Working Clag®ndon, 1963), p. 282

97> See above pp.163 and 175, where previous mermstiorade of these woollen manufacturers or
clothiers.

®"® ERO, D/DCd Z7, Diary of Joseph and John SavillciBog Baymakers, 1754-1827
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being widows. Some were still spinning when reside the AImshouses.
Three women were listed as mantua makers. Thisavele in which many
women worked and girls are recorded as being appeehto mantua makers in
Saffron Walden in the eighteenth centdify.Slightly more unusual trades for a
woman to be involved in were baking, carpentry eaudl making. In Saffron
Walden female members of the Rusted family werelired in baking at this
time,”® so perhaps it was viewed as appropriate employfoeain unmarried
woman in a family already involved in the tradéhefwomen involved in
carpentry and card making are both given the ditfenistress’ so they had a
certain social standing in the community. It isgible that their involvement in
trade was as a result of inheriting the business 8 husband or other relative.
If this was the case, it is likely that the actagdlsanal work was carried on by
journeymen and apprentices. In Saffron Waldentrigss Mary Morgan was a
spinster involved in the ironmongery trade, so sneblvement did occut’®

It can be seen that the survey of the inhabitainBooking does provide an
interesting insight into not only the religious peasions of the inhabitants of the
parish, but also into the involvement of womenrimsanal work. As a document
it would repay a far more intensive scrutiny thia@ scope of this thesis allows,
but it does show that Saffron Walden was not agpégrart with regard to the
strength of its non-conformity and the involvemehtvomen in artisan
production.

" See above, p.214
9’8 See above, pp.166-167
" See above, p.219-220 .
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Appendix 7: Places of worship
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Hill Street Independent Baptist
Upper Baptist Meeting J ‘
Quaker Meeting House
Abbey Lane Independent
Meeting House ;

Map 9: 1758 Map of Saffron Walden by Edward Eyre (ERO, T/M 90/1) annotated
to show places of religious worship in the last quarter of the eighteenth century
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